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CHAP.      XV. 

^e  Naval  Hiftory  of  Great  BritaIn,  ifroni  the 
breaking  out  of  the  civU  war,  to  the  reftoration  of 
King  Charles  IL  comprehending  an  account  of  all 
the  ftruggles  between  the  king  and  his  parliament 
for  the  command  of  the  fleet,  the  revolt  of  part  of 
it  to  the  prince  of  Wales^  the  Dutch  war,  the  dif- 
putes  with  t*rance,  the  war  with  Spain;  and  tha 
inemoirs  of  fuch  famous  feamen  as  flourifhed  within 
this  fpace  of  time. 

WJHEN  the  difpute^  between  King  Charles  I.  sind  hi^ 
parliament  were  rifen  to  fuch  a  height,  that  both 
parties  thought  the  ihorteft  and  moft  effefhial  me- 
thod o{  deciding  them  was  to  have  recourfe  to  the  fword,  it 
Was  natulral  for  them  to  be  extremely  folicitous  about  the  fleets 
for  matiy  reafons  s  and  for  this  particularly,  that  whoever  was 
mailer  of  that,  would  be  confidered  as  the  fupreme  power  by 
Vot.  li.  A  foreign 
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foreign  princes  *.  The  earl  of  Northumberland  was  at  thi» 
ttme  lord  higb«admiral ;  the  king  had  giyen  him  that  commif^ 
fion,  to  fatisfy  the  Houfe  of  Commons^  who  had  a  confidence 
in  him  ^  and  granted  it  during  pleafure  only,  becaufe  his  inten- 
tion wacd  to  confer  that  office  on  his  Ion  the  duke  of  York,  as 
foon  as  he  became  of  age  ^.  Sir  Robert  Manfel  was  vice-ad- 
liiirat  of  England ;  a  gentleman  very  loyal,  but  withal  very  in- 
firm and  far  in  years.  Sir  John  Pennington  was  vice-admiral 
of  the  fleet  then  in  the  Downs,  and  Sir  John  Mennes  was  rear- 
admiral  ;  both  well  affedled  to  his  Majefty»  The  parliament, 
however,  having  formed  a  projcQt  of  difpofleffing  the  kxng^  of 
his  fleet,  executed  it  fuccefsfuUy  ;  notwithftanding  thefe  circum* 
ftances  fo  favourable  for  his  Majefiy,  and  though  he  had  the 
affeAions  of  the  feamen,  whoie  wages  he  had  raifed,  and  for 
whom  he  had  always  fliewn  a  very  particular  regard,  and  a 
very  high  efteem  ^.  TIus  was  one  of  the  moft  extra<H*dinary 
things  they  did,  was  of  the  utmoft  confequence  to  their  afiairs  v 
and  therefore  we  fhall  give  a  fliort  dnd  impartial  account  of  the 
ileps  they  took  to  accomplifli  it. 

In  the  fpring  of  the  year  i6/^iy  the  parliament  defired,  that 
is,  in  effcGt  direAed,  the  earl  of  Northumberland  to  provide  a 
ftcong  fleet  for  the  nation's  fecurity  by  fea,  and  appropriated  a 
proper  fund  for  this  fervice.  They  next  defired,  that  he  would 
appoint  the  earl  of  Warwick  admiral  of  that  fleet,  on  account 
of  his  own  indifpofition,  which  rendered  it  impoffible  for  him 
to  command  m  pcrfon  *.  The  king  took  this  ill,  and  infifted 
en  Sir  John  Pennington's  keeping  his  command  ;  but  the  eart 
had  fo  much  refpeA  to  the  parliament"^  recommendation,  that 
he  ordered  the  fleet  to  be  delivered  up  to  the  earl  of  Warwick, 

*  Sir  Philip  Warwick*!  memoiri,  p.  117.  CUrendoD*s  hiflory  of  (be  tebel- 
Hon,  fol.  ii.  p.  477.  Cokc't  deicAion,  p.  15a.  iMay'i  hiftory  of  the  parlia- 
ment of  Englahd,  b.  ii.  p.  49.  Sir  William  D  gdaU'a  Aiort  view  of  the  late 
(foubks  in   England,  p«  91,  >>   CUrendoA*«  hlflory  oC  the  rebellioa^ 

y<i\,  it.  p.  4S0.  vof.  ▼.  p.  t^6.  Lord  Staffbrd^a  letterii  vol.  i.  p.  54^  67. 
«  S^e  May's  hif^.  of  the  parliament  of  Eoghndy  b.  H.  p.  49,  53,  pi.  Coke's 
deteAion,  p.-  M$t,  Kenntf,  vol.  iii.  p.  125.  Clareodon,  vol.  ii.  p.  478. 
474»  680.  d   Wbitlpcke'a  mem«iiaU,  p.  57.     Sir   Wiiliaro  Dug^ 

dale*i   ftort  view  of  the  late  troubles  in    England,  p.  91.     May's   bifioiy  of. 
the  paillimcor,  b;  ii.  p.  49.    CIisendon*«  haftory  of  the  rcteltion,   vol.  it.  p.  44»» 

47^ 

and 
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^ad  granted  him  a  commiffion  to  cocDmand  it,  as  by  his  own  he 
fcad  power  to  -do.  This  was  one  great  point  gained.  The  par- 
liament then  would  hare  made  Captain  Cartwrigbt  comptroller 
of  the  navy,  vice-admiral  in  the  room  of  Sir  John  Pqinington; 
but  he  rcfufing  to  undertake  this  fervice  without  the  king's  per- 
miflion,  his  Msrjefty  was  pleaTed  to  fignify  his  pleafure,  that  he 
fhould  decline  it ;  which  be  did,  and  the  parliament  thereupon 
appointed  on  Batten  vice-admiral,  who  was  remarkably  difaffed- 
ed  towards  the  king ;  and  their  orders  being  complied  with,  the 
fleet  in  the  fpring  1642,  fell  into  their  hands»  though  the  king 
was  perfnaded  in  his  own  mind,  that  be  could  at  anytime  reco« 
i^r  it,  which  was  the  true  reafbn  of  his  not  removing  at  that 
time,  as  he  afterwards  did,  the  earl  of  Northumberland  from 
Ills  high  o£Bce  ^. 

It  was  not  long  before  he  bad-good  reafon  to  change  his  opi- 
nion; for  the  queen  fending  his  Majefty  a  fmall  fupply  from 
Holland  in  the  Providence,  the  only  (hip  the  king  had  left, 
the  (hips  from,  the  Downs  chaced  the  vtttcl  into  the  Humber, 
and  there  forced  the  captain  to  run  her  afhore.  Upon  this  the 
king  refolved  to  attempt  feizing  the  fleet ;  and  the  dcfign,  had 
it  been  executed  as  well  as  it  was  laid,  might  very  probably  have 
taken  efie£t ;  but  through  the  mifmanagement  of  Sir  John  Pen- 
nington it  mifcarried,  and  ferved  only  to  defeat  the  king's  hopes 
for  the  future,  by  affording  the  earl  of  Warwick  an  opportunity 
of  removing  all  the  king^s  friends,  which  he  had  long  wanted^ 
and  now  made  the  utmo(l  ufe  of  it  podible  ^, 

The  parliament,  as  they  had  difcovered  gre^  care  and  indu(^ 
try  in  fecuring,  (b  they  (hewed  no  lefs  wi(dom  in  thecondufl: 
of  the  fleet,  which  they  always  kept  in  good  order  and  well 
paid.  In  1643  Vice-admiral  Batten  having  intelligence,  that  the 
queen  intended  to  go  by  fea  from  Holland  into  the  north  of 
England,  he  did  his  utmoft  to  intercept  her,  though  on  board  a 
Dutch  man  of  war.  This  pfx>viag  ineffedlualshe  chaced  the  (hip 
into  Burlington-bay  s  and  when  the  queen  was  landed,  having 
intelligence  that  (he  lodged  in  a  houfe  upon  the  key,  he  fired 
upon  it,  fo  that  many  of  the  (hot  went  through  her  chamber^ 

«  Sir  Philip  Wirwtclc*!  memoirt,  p.  ii8«    Hcab*f  chroaicle,  p.   31.    Clarefi* 
4on»  vol.  ii.  p.  ^80,  482,  f  May*8  biftoryofihe  parliament,  book  ii.  p» 

f  4>  95*    ClarcQdon,  vol.  ii.  p.  673.    Whitlockc,  p.  604 

A )  m4 
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and  flir  was  obliged,  though  ^ery  much  indifppfed,  to.  rtthrr  fiaf 
(belter,  or  rather  for  fafety,  into  the  open  fields'.  This  iervice^ 
vbicl^  iiras  performed  in  the  n^onth  of  l^ebruaryu  was  very  grate* 
ful  to  the  parliament,  becaufe  it  (hewed  ho(ir  much  the  ofipicer^ 
of  the  fleet  at  leaft  were  in  their  intereft. 

It  ypi^  refommei^ded  to  his  ]^f ajefty  by  thofc  who  wished  vtrj 
yreU  to  his  afiairs,  di^ring  the  time  the  treaty  for  peace  was  ii^ 
agitation  at  Cb(fford  in  April  1643,  to  feize  the  occafionj,  which 
f  hen  prefented  itfelf,  of  attaching  the  earl  of  Northixmberland  to 
his  (eryice  by  offining  to  appoint  hinii  once  more  lord  high*ad-, 
xnm\  of  England,  from  a  perfua(ion  that  it  might  be  attended 
with  very  happy  confe()uences  in  regai^d  to  the  kind's  intereft. 
Mr.  Pi^rpoMit,  fays  the  noble  hiftorian,  who  was  of  the  be(( 
parts,  rather  defired  than  propofcd  fuch  2^  meafure,  ^nd  the  earl 
Kimfelf  protefting  itk  confidence  to  Secretary  Nicholas,  that  he 
delired  only  to  receive  fo  great  an  inftance  of  his  Majefty's  good- 
x)«fs,  that  he  might  be  the  better,  enabled  to  redeliver  the  fiieet 
into  his  Majefty'^  hands,  which  th^  parliament  had  found  means 
to  get  into  their  pofieffion,  and  which  he  doubted  would  hardly; 
be  effected  by  any  other  expedient*  at  leail  fp  foon.  Several 
untow^d  circumClances  concurred  tpwards  preventing  the  king's 
accepting  this  propt)^tion.  His  Majei^y  was  ej^ceedingly  ofFende4 
with  the  earr«  former  carriage.  He  had  no  great  opinion  of  his 
power  with  thofc  of  his  own  party^^  when  he  bad  not  been  able 
^  prevail  for  enlarging  the  time  for  the  treaty,  and  apprehended 
he  might  fuSTcr  in  his  honour  by  fuch  a  conqefiion  in  favour  of  ^ 
perfon  who  had  requited  the  many  graces  hisMajefty  had  hither- 
to beftowcd  on  h}TU  fp  unworthily.  But  what  determined  him 
^as^  he  had  promifcd  the  queen,  at  her  departure  for  Holland, 
to  receive  np  perfon  into  favour  or  truft,  whp  had  difoblige^ 
him,  withput  her  privity  \  and  though  that  princefs  landed  ii^ 
England  about  the  time  that  the  treaty  began,  or  rather  op  the 
l^ad  of  February  preceding  it,  yet  (he  did  not  arrive  at  Oxford 
till  the  1 3th  of  July  following,  the  day  on  which  the  parliament 
received  that  memorable  defeat  in  the  a£lion  at  Roundway*do wn  y 
and,  for.  want  of  hf  r  prefence,  this  overture,  that  might  have 

/ 

8  Chrendon*!  htftc^ry,  toI.  iii.  p.  T43.     Heat1i*s  chronicle,  p.  4%,    Davtes's 
hilVory  of  the  civil  «ari,  p.  85.    <Rulh worth  iiudci  the  year  1643,  P*  >S^' 

bcca 
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li^en  of  the  utmoi^  iaiportance  to  the  king's  caufe^  was  unhappilf 

In  the  month  of  September  in  the  fame  year  they  fent  their 
fisdcrs  to  th^  carl  of  Warwipk  to  attempt  the  relief  of  Exeter^i 
irhich  he  performed  with  great  zeal,  but  with  indifiPerent  fuccefs) 
for  failing  up  the  river,  which  runs  by  the  walls  of  the  town^ 
|A  hopes  of  conveying  fuccour  that  way  into  the  place,  he  found 
fome  works  thrown  up  on  the  Ihore,  which  hindered  him  h'om 
fliftnrbing  the  befiegers  fo  much  as  he  ezpcdled ;  and  yet  lying 
there  too  long  with  this  view,  the  tide  falling,  he  w^s  forcod  to 
leave  three  of  his  ihips  l«<:hind  him,  two  of  which  were  takeni 
and  the  third  burnt  in  his  prefenceU  He  did,  however,  great 
fervice  on  the  coaft  of  Devonfliire,  fecured  Plymouth  and  other 
places,  and,  all  the  ^me  h^  commanded,  kepc  the  fleet  firm  to 
the  parliament  \ 

So  long  as  the  Preibyterian  party  were  uppermoft|  all  affairs 
relating  vto  th^  navy  went  on  fmoothly.  The  earl  of  Warwick 
was  intirdy  devoted  to  them,  and  fo  were  all  the  officers  by  him 
^pointecl*  Every  fummer  a  (lout  f<{uadron  was  fitted  out  to  ferve 
as  occafion  required,  and  by  this  means  the  trade  of  the  nation 
was  tolerably  prote£led^  But  in  the  year  1648,  when  the  In* 
dependents  came  by  their  intrigues  to  prevail,  things  took  a  new 
turn,  and  it  was  refolved  to  remove  the  earl  of  Warwick  from 
his  command  not  withftanding  the  fcrvices  he  had  performed,  and 
to  make  Colonel  Rainiborpugh  admiral  ^.  This  gentleman  had 
been  bred  a  feaman,  and  was  the  fon  of  a  commander  of  diftinc- 
tion,  but  had  for  fome  time  ferved  as  an  officer  in  the  parliament 
army,  and  was  then  a  colonel  of  foot.  Whep  this  news  came 
to  the  fleet  in  the  Downs,  it  put  the  fe^men  into  great  confufion, 

^  IMe  of  Edward  earl  of  CUrendoo,  vol.  U  p.  1507-118.  5>ec  atfa  hif  hiftory 
^r  the  rebelli'^n,  voL  iii.  p.  %iS,  xi,6,  »9o»  xpi*  Rufhjironh'i  collcAiuns  under 
the  year  1643,  p.  175.     Heath's  chronicle,  p.  4^,  ^7.  I  Clarendon,  vol.  iii. 

p.  130.  Davies's  hiftory  of  the  civil  wan,  p.  94.  May's  hiftory  of  the  parlia* 
ment,  book  iii.  p.  s^f  59-    Whiilocke,  p.  t^**  ^  Clarendon,  yol.  iii.  p.  28r» 

336.  Ruihwortb's  culIcA.  Whitlocke.  '  Clarendon,  vol.  t.  p.  131.  Rolh* 
worth*!  colte^ions.  Whitlocke.  Heath.  Hiftoiy  of  Independency,  p.  i,  ii.  sir 
Philip  Warwick-*s  meonoirf.  ^  Clarendon's  hiftory,  vol.  v.  p.  xn,  131. 

Rafliworth's  colIeAions  under  the  year  1^48,  p.  Six.  Ludlow'f  memoirs,  vol.  i. 
p.  135.  Heath's  chronicle,  p.  175.  Sir  Thomas  Herbert's  memoirs  of  the  tw» 
(aft  years  of  the  reign  of  King  Charles  I.  p.  53*  Manley's  hifiory  of  ihe  rcbel- 
Uon»  p.  I  Si. 

anj 
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a%)d  their  officers,  the  earl  of  Warwick  and  Vice-admh^  Batten» 
^cre  (o  little  plcafed  with  the  ufage  they  had  met  with,  that, . 
inftead  of  fofteningi  they  augmented  their  difcontents,  infomoch 
that  they  feized  upon  Rainfborough  and  fuch  officers  as  adhered 
to  him,  fet  them  on  £hore,  and  refolved  to  fail  over  to  HoUafid, 
^  in  order  to  take  on  board  the  duke  of  York,  whom  they  called 
their  admiral,  becaufe  the  kin^s  intention  of  making  him  fo  was 
a  thing  generally  known  ^. 

Though  the  king  was  then  a  prifoner,  and  hts  aflFairs  reduced 
to  a  very  low  ebb,  yet,  if  this  revolt  of  the  fleet  had  been  pro« 
perly  managed,  it  might  have  had  very  trappy  effe£b :  but,  as  it' 
was  condu£ted,  it  isfcarce  poflible  to  conceive  how  little  advan« 
tage  was  drawn  from  an  incident  which  promifed  fo  much.  It 
is  true  the  parliament,  upon  the  firft  intimation  of  the  growing 
difaffedlion  among  the  feamen,  had  dire£ted  but  half  the  ufnal 
provifions  to  be  put  on  board  the  fleet.  This  might  have  been 
eafily  remedied,  confidering  that  Kent  was  in  arms  for  the  king, 
and  many  of  Its  inhabitants  went  on  board  the  fleet,  in  order  to 
do  him  all  the  fervice  they  could  *.  The  great  misfortune  was, 
that  this  ftrange  turn  was  intirely  concerted  by  the  feamen  ;  fo 
that,  when  they  declared  for  the  king,  they  had  very  few  oflS- 
cers  among  them ;  and,  as  they  were  little  inclined  to  ufe  the 
advice  of  any  who  were  not  of  their  own  profeflion,  there  was 
a  good  deal  of  time  loft  before  they  pofitivcly  refolved  what  to 
do,  which  gave  the  parliament  an  opportunity  of  recovering 
themfclves  from  the  conftcmation  into  which  this  unexpedied 
event  had  thrown  them ;  and  the  firft  refolution  they  took  was 
a  vcry'wife  one,  viz,  the  reffcoring  the  earl  of  Warwick  to  his 
title  and  command,  fending  him  orders  to  draw  together  a  fleet 
as  foon  as  poiTible  p. 

«  Clarendon,  vol.  V.  p.  f?/5,  ijt-  "WTiUlockc's  incmorhls,  p.  308.  Dr.  Bafei's 
eUncut  motuam,  p.  100.  RH(hw..nh,  p.  11  jr.  Sir  Philip  Warw'cK*$  memoirs, 
p.  jitf.  Sir  William  Oiigdaie's  hiftory  of  the  Ute  troobJes,  p.  183.  Davies**  hif- 
tory  of  th€  civil  wars  in  England,  p.  131.  Bulftrode's  memoiri  p.  i68.  Sir 
John  Bowrinj»'s  memoirs,  p.  14^.  ®  Clarendon's  hiftory,  Vrl.  v.  p.  136. 

Heath's  chronicle,  p.  176.     Da v ies* s  hiftnry  of  the  civi)  wars,  p.  13  r.     Cjkt's 
detcAion,  p.  185.  P  Ludlow's  memoirs,  vol,  i.  p.  137.     Dugdalc's  (hort 

view  of  the  late  tronbles,  p.  x84.     Rulhworih,  p.   11 31,  under  the  year  1548. 
Whiil.>cke,  p.  308.  Life  of  Dr.  John  Barwick,  p.  xoi.   Bates's  clencus  roctoum, 

p«  10i« 
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This  revolted  fleet  (if  we  can  properly  call  it  fo)  which  at  laft 
failed  for  Calais,  confifted  of  feventeen  good  (liips;  and  for  the 
prefent  the  parliament  had  nothing  near  the  fame  force  to  oppoie 
them  ^«  They  left  a  ibip  riding  before  the  place  laft  mentioned 
to  receive  the  prince  of  Wales>  and  then  proceeded  for  Holland. 
Soon  after  both  the  prince  and  the  duke  came  on  board,  with 
many  perfon»  of  quality  who  were  now  abroad  with  them  m 
exile.  Inftead  of  confidering  what  fervice  the  fleet  might  beft 
be  employed  in^  thofe  who  were  about  the  princes  fell  into  in- 
trigues for  obtaining  the  command,  and  the  contending  parties 
filling  the  feamen's  heads  with  very  different  (lories,  that  fpirit 
of  loyalty  was  quickly  extiixguiflied,  which  had  induced  them  to 
take  this  extraordinary  ftep^ 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  difputes>  admiral  Batten  came  in  with 
the  Conftant  Warwick,  one  of  the  bcft  fliips  in  the  parliament 
navy,  and  feveral  feamen  of  note.  The  prince  of  Wales,  upon 
this  occafion,  took  a  very  wife  refolution ;  he  knighted  Batten^ 
and  made  him  rear-admiral,  his  brg|^er  the  duke  of  York  ha- 
ving before  made  the  Lord  Willougli^  of  Parham,  who  was 
alfo  a  new  convert  from  the  parliament,  vice-admiral*.  As  the  • 
fleet  conflfled  now  of  about  twenty  fail,  it  was  judged  proper 
to  enter  upon  a£lion,  and  two  fchemes  were  propofed :  the  firft 
was,  to  fail  to  the  lile  of  Wight  to  refcue  the  king,  which  might 
certainly  have  beeneffedted;  the  other,  to  enter  the  river  of 
Thames,  in  order  to  awe  the  city  of  London^  by  interrupting 
their  trade ;  and  to  enfeeble  the  parliament,  by  hindering  their 
fupplies  of  feamen  from  the  outward-bound  fliips  ;  which  fcheme 
was  thought  the  moft  pra^cable,  or  perhaps  the  mod  profit* 
able,  and  was  therefore  immediately  carried  mto  execution  ^ 

The  fuccefs  of  this  enterprize  was  in  the  beginning  very  fa* 
vourable;  and,  on  their  coming  into  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
the  prince's  fleet  took  abundance  of  rich  prizes,  particularly  a 
(hip  laden  with  cloth  bound  for  Rotterdam,  worth  forty  thou- 

^  Clarendon*!  hiflory  of  the  rebdiicn,  vol.  v.  p.  137,  258.     flca»h.     Whit- 
lockc.     Davies's  biftoiy  of  ihe  civil  war?,  p.  2^1.  '  Chrcutioi/s  hif^oly 

oflhe  rebellion,  vol.  ▼.  p.  i  j8,  ijp.     Ech^rd.     Rapin.  «  ClaicnJon, 

vol.  V.  p.  140.     Healh,  p.  175.  t  CUrendon,  voJ.  v.  p.  141.     Sir  Philip 

Warwick*!  menioirfy  p.  jtj.     Lr.<!u")\\*i  Kcm/irs,  val,   i.  p.   x^j.     jVIanlcy's 
Jiiftory  of  the  reheiUoo,  p.  482. 

faud, 
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fand  pounds.  Soon  after  he  entered  into  a  treaty  with  the  cityi 
which  ended  at  laft  in  a  compofition  for  his  prices  ".  The  earl 
of  Warwick  in  the  mean  while  had  fitted  out  a  ftrong  fleet  ai 
Portfmouthi  with  which  he  came  into  the  llownsy  atid  anchor- 
ed within  fight  of  the  prince&  Great  endeavours  were  ufed  od 
both  fides  to  draw  oVer  each  others  fcameh,  but  tb  no  great 
purpofe ;  at  kift,  the  prince  refolved  to  engage  the  enemy,  whicH 
he  attempted,  but  was  prevented  by  the  fliifting  of  the  wind^ 
and  then,  provifions  falling  (hort,  it  was  judged  expedient  to 
fail  for  the  coaft  of  Holland,  where  the  fleet  arrived  fafely  |  but 
thofe  who  fliould  have  commanded  them  were  divided  in  opi^ 
nion,  and  in  fuch  confufion  among  themfelves,  that  no  net^ 
courfe  could  be  refolved  on''.  The  earl  of  VS^arwitk,  who  fufr 
pefted  what  would  happen,  and  knew  they  could  meet  with  nd 
fupplies  of  money  to  enable  them  to  pay  the  fleets  followed 
them  in  their  retreat,  and  fent  to  the  ftatcs  of  Holland,  requi- 
ring them  to  oblige  certain  fliips,  which  had  revolted  from  th6 
parliament  of  England,  to  put  to  fea. 

The  ftates  were  very  much  embarrafled  iit  forming  a  refold* 
tion  in  this  critical  junfkure :  they  were  unwilling  to  break  with 
the  parliament's  admiral ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  would  hzrt 
been  a  reproach  to  them  to  have  fuflered  the  prince  of  Wales 
to  be  infulted  on  their  coafl:s,  and  in  their  harbours.  In  th<^ 
mean  time,  the  two  parties  being  excited  by  hatred,  as  well  zi 
neceiBty,  to  fight,  it  was  difiicult  to  prevent  it:  both  fides  at 
firft  flattered  themfelves  with  the  hopes  of  a  vi£lory,  becauf<f 
both  fides  were  perfuaded  the  fl)ips  of  their  antagonift  would 
defert  and  come  over  to  them.  The  firft  ftep  the  ftates  took 
was,  to  give  orders  to  the  admiralty  of  Rotterdam  to  fit  out 
«very  fliip  they  had,  with  all  poflible  expedition,  and  to  fall 
down  the  river  to  prevent  the  two  fleets  coming  to  an  engage^ 
ment.  In  the  mean  time,  they  fent  four  deputies  on  board  thd 
two  admirals,  to  beg  of  them,  in  the  name  of  the  ftates,  not 
to  undertake  any  thing  on  (heir  coafts,  and  in  the  very  fight  of 

u  Clarendon's  hidory,  vol.  v.  p.  ti6,  157.     Whitlocke*i  memoHals,  p^  jif, 
Hcaeh*s  chronide,  p.  176.  w  Clarecdon's  hidory,  vol.  t.  p.  t^^ 

Ludlow'f  memoirs,  vol.  i.  p*  141.  Whitlocke,  p.  nf,  RtS(b worth's  coUeffions^ 
under  the  year  164^,  p.  1x51,  1&54.  Sir  Rkhtrd  BttI(lrode*s  mcmotrt,  p^  1^1. 
Manley*i  hiftor^f  of  the  rcbellioo^  p.  iSj* 

their 
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^bar  harbdan^  which  might  dSeSt  the  fovcreigntf  of  tbeir  re- 

public. 

The  prince  o£  Walea  was  the  moft  tra£bble,  becaufe  his  fail- 
tyrsy  belBg  badij  paid>  deferted  ^  and  even  fome  of  his  fhips  and 
officers,  whidi  had  lately  left  the  parliament  to  go  oyer  to  him, 
had  now  left  him,  and  took  part  with  their  old  mafters  again. 
He  had  only  fourteen  (hips  remaining,  very,  poorly  equipped, 
with  which .  he  retired  under  the  cannon  of  Hdvoet,  to  a? old 
an  engagement  or  infuU,  inftead  of  offiering  any  \ 

The  earl0f  Warwick,  upon  this  began  to  talk  in  a  higher 
Arain,  inilfting  that  fuck  a^lwcre  on  board  this  fleet  were  de« 
fcrters^  9od  ought  to  be  d^ivered  up  to  him ;  but  at.laft,  findr 
ing  that  there  was  little  good  to  be  done,  he  put  to  fea,  and 
returned  homci  after  which  the  fleet  :was  put  abfoluteiy  under 
the  comjaapd^of  Ppince  Rupert,  who  determined,  as  foon  as  he 
liad.  the  Qooamand,  to  carry  on  a  piratical  war:  and  thus  tbi% 
cxtraordia^.  aiccident,  which,  properly  managed,  might  have: 
been  a  means  of  preferving  the  king  and  kingdom,  turned  to  no 
advantage,  to.  the  former,  and  proved  of  infinite  detriment  to 
the  latter,  as  ^t  divided  their  naval  force,  and  rendered  precari* 
ous  tbe  trade  of  the  nation ;  TJ^efe  tranfadions  happened  be- 
tween the  latter  end  of  J^ly  1 648,  and  the  clofc  of  the  fame 
^car,  about  which  time  Prince  Rupert  left  the  Dutch  coaft,  in 
order  to  repair  to  Ireland. ;  In  thtt  Scheme  be  fucceeded  happily^ 

«  aarendon'f  liiftory  of  tbt  reMlbn,  vol.  v.  p.  197.  Ltidlow'i  menoirs, 
vol.  i.  p.  :t4i,  Z4».  RuftwQrth'i  coltAioni,  under  the  year  1648,  p.  ia68,  1*74* 
i»y8,  i»94,  i»97,  1307,  1 319.  Bfn«gc  anRalct  dc%  province*  iniei,  torn.  i. 
p.  139,  i4<».  ApampMet  in*de  in  «ppe«r*nce  about  thw  litbc  at  X^oodoif,  in- 
•ended  no  doubt  to  draw  the  Mirl  of  Warwick  into  (nfffdoa  with  ihofe  of  hk 
party,  Intitled,  A  DrcUration  ^C  Ae  earl  of  Warwick,  .whik  cW  noUeiBM 
was  on  tbe  co«ft  of  Holland  w(b  <*>«  ^eet,  incimmiiog  1  reMution  to  join  tht 
primre,  in  eaft  the  treaty  at  }9^ott  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight  did  not  uke  efta% 
who  was  (6  iDisch  offended  "^  the  afperfione  it  contained,  that  he  oppoled  it 
with  a  coon iei»decUraf ion  <i><^<l  on  board  the  St.  George  in  Helvoet-flaice. 
Nov.  tt,  1048,  wherein  *^  te(li6eiaU  ioMginable  obedience  to  rhe  parliament, 
hU  abhoiTcnee  of  foch  ^oduA  <<  inconfi^nt  with  his  duty  and  the  pence  of 
tlie  kingdom,  and  a  f^emn  aflnranre  of  bis  perfevering  to  the  laft  in  fupport  of 
tbeir  caufe;  and  wh'^*  ^^^  Iftfeis  Co  the  fame  purport,  h^  tfapipi^cd  forth* 
with  to  England.    !.atbwonb,  p.  1 3%^ 

Vol.  1L  B  taking 


|9  KAyALHISTORT- 

I     •  •  ■       '■ 

I 

t^ktog  Riaiiy  t»rizes  iii  his  fttflagei  u^d  tr^ivihg  fiftijr  at  U&  i^ 
jic  port  of  Kiniale  ^. 

'the  parliament,  however,  had  tibw  rccovt^^d  cbrir  ftv?  ertiga- 
tyttfttf  where  thejr  kept'fuch  (irprig  fquadrons  coutinkialiy 
€imtmgf  that  it  was  not  thought  ad^ifoable  for  Jpt%  Ch^cs  If  ^ 
to  76fiture  bis  perfon  on  that  eletneftt^  in  order  to  gb  6>  irelatad^ 
where  his  prefence  was  necefiaty".     Tet  the  earl  of  WiaririckA' 

#fao  had  ferved  them  ib  faithfolly^  and  with  fnch  fucccla^  Wait 

•  ■'•.I  '•  •* 

removed  from  t}kt  command  of  the  fleet,  which  was  put  'm/tm 
the  hands  of  hnd-officers,  fuch  a^  Blake,  Dean^,  imd  Pqphiin^ 
who,  norwlthdandifigi  behaved  welV  quickly  gained  the  kvd 
of  the  faiiorsj  and  grew  in  sf  £bdrt  time  vef  y  knowing  feamcii 
Ihemfelves'.  ' 

As  foi*  Prince  Rupert,  he  contiftoed  ct^uktittg  aiid  miilthigpri^ 
tes  throughout  the  greateft  plrt  6f  the  jt^t  iSj^^f  while  this 
war  continued  hot  in  Ireland;  but  fhings  takiilg  t  new  tiini 
there,  entirely  in  the  {)arliamcht*s  favour^  orders  y^fitt  ^i^tn  by 
the  parliameht  to  their  admirals  Blak^  ahd  Popham,  to  bl<fck  Ufl 
the  prince's  fquadron  in  the  portof  K4nfalc,  which  thdy  fttcord* 
ingly  did,  and  reduced  them  to ftich  extremities, -that  hlAhneh 
began  to  d^fert  in  great  number^ -^  fo  that  fiildrng  bis  €Afe  difpeu 
rate,  the  whole  kingdom  of  l^cHnd'  in  a  manner  fubdued^  all 
hbpcs  of  Aiccourloft,  And  ve^  iddltferenttefms  td  be  hdpcd 
fyr  from  the  eonquetors ;  he  at  Idifi  took  a  defperate  refolutioo 
of  forcing  a  paflage  through  the  enemy's  fleet,  which  he  effe£l- 
ed  on  th^  twenty-fourth  of  Odldber,  with  the  lofs,  howevtr. 


y  Cttrendon't  fcldory  ©f  the  rebcilioit,  ▼«.  y.  p.  xoi,  20 1 — »07..  Rufti* 
iwortfi'ieoileaioiti  under  this  year,  p.  i^6t,  ^66,  1389,  1418.  WhUlocke> 
meinoriaU,  p.  34$,  ^61,  374»  '  Cltrnaon't  bidory  of  the  rcbellioa; 

i.>U  T.  p.  913,  3x4.  Whitloeke's  memorikU,  p.  ^89,  397.  Heath'*  cbronteky 
p.  &4o.  *  Wbitlocke^s  mem^rklAi  p.  3^83*  Ludlow's  fneooir»i  toI.  ii^ 

p.  apo.  The  modente  intelligencer,  (•  paper  pubfi(^  {q  theCe  timet),  N°- 107. 
in  wRich  is  tbfc  zik  at  Urge  appointing  Blake,  Pophaii,  and  Deanc,  or  any  c«p<^ 
of  ihcRi,  to  be  admiralt  and  genertls  of  the  fieet  at  U^  see  their  iaftrn^tioni 
hi  Thortae*s  ftate-papert,  vol.  it  p.  134*  *  Hi^ih'i  ehtonide*  p.  154, 

i$tf.  Whitloeke't  meinoriais,  p.  391-  Daties*s  hiflor^of  the  civU  wan,  p^ 
x98»  The  moderate  intellifencer,  N^.  soy*  They  complo^  loudly  in  ibis  pa« 
per  of  the  many  prises  daily  made  by  the  prince,  as  well  on  \^  coafts  of  Cora* 
wail  as  )ii  the  Irilh  /eas. 


of 
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pf  thfce  i^pSf  apsl  ip  i^d  away  to  tl^ie  coaft  of  France  ^^  wberf 
he  coptioxM^d  to  obftru^  the  £ngli(h  trade^  apd  to  xpake  prize  of 
ifuch  ili^  as  fell  ip  bis  way,  aAix^g  chtirdy  on  his  awn  hcadt 
^nd  without  a&ing  or  re/:eiyii\g  any  4ircdl}QQ9  from  the  king, 

Prince  Rppert»  after  he  bad  made  bis  ck^pc^  in  the  manner 
ve  h^vp  hfcfore  related*  out  of  the  biarbour  of  Kinfalej  refo)ved 
to  ^1  i0C9  the  {yf edif^rraneas  i  but  with  what  other  view  thai) 

that  of  Cirryi*^  W  Wi?  W^o  of  privateering,  doe?  apt  appear  4. 
When  he  came  upon  the  coaft  of  Spain,  his  deet  fuiFered  ex* 
ceediogly  Vjf  9  ftorpi,  wtiich  irovc  five  of  his  fhips  into  the  port 
i^f  Carihagena,  where  tliey  were  ill  treated  by  the  Spaniards^ 
Who  plundered  two  of  the  ihipis,  and  compelled  many  of  the 
men  to  enter  ^gai^ft  their  will  into  then:  fervice "".  A  fleet  be-« 
Ipotdna  to  the  p^liament,  under  the  command  of  Blake  and 
Pepham^  skived  foon  ^fi^  i^  St.  Andero,  and  the  former  of 
ikixfe  admirals  wrote  fram  thence  a  letter  in  ftrong  terms  to  th^ 
king  dF  Spain,  deoianding  tiiat  both  ihipa  and  men,  in  cafe  any 
W  Prince  Rupert'i  wtfc  io  hU  power>  &puld  be  delivered  upt 
^indi  threats  in  csic  they  Wf re  refofed*  To  this  a  very  civil  an«^ 
JTwer  was  gi^en  |  and  a  ring>  worth  flfteeii  hundred  pounds,  waa 
W  to  the  admiral,  as  a  token  of  the  king  of  Spain's  refpeA  f  • 

; 

<  Clarendon*!  hiftory  of  tbe  rebelliOD,  toI.  V.  p.  33^^  ^39.  Batn^t  elencut 
oiotiiom^  part  ii.  p.  31.  Wlii:loclie*«  meoibrialif  p.  419.  Heaih*t  chronicle, 
U.  2^^.  d  C:areodoD*t  kiAory  of  the  rebcUiDa>  vol.  t.    Heath*!  chio* 

ni^e,  p.  iS9*  Whitlocke*t  memorialt.  A  brief  fcUtion  of  Tome  affairt  and 
tranfad^ioni  civil  and  military,  both  fordgn  and  domeftic,  (a  papar  of  thoft 
times),  l^.  10.  p.  i or,  10^.  N«.  14.  p.  151.  ^  Clarendon*!  hiftory  cf 

the  lebeliiooy  voL  v.  p.  339.  Heath,  Whitlocke;  end  other  wriurs.  We  aM 
informed  in  the  Mercurial  poiiticua,  (a  ptper  of  thefa  timet),  H^.  3.  p.  579, 
amon|  otiier  particulars  regarding  Prince  Rupert,  that  \»hil«  hb  bighnelt  lay  in 
tlie  road  of  Toulon,  in  February  1651,  folicitiof  leave  to  enter  that  port  wiili 
k>is  (hip  the  Admiral,  in  ord^r  to  procure  a  maft  and  other  necefTary  repairs,  ha« 
Ving  been  feparated  from  hit  brother  in  a  Aorm  near  Majorca,  after  the  great  do 
feat  given  to  hit  ieet  by  BlaK^>  ^^^  five  captains  of  the  vcfleli  mentioned  in  the 
text  arrived  there,  againft  whom  it  feems  the  prince  was  fo  highly  incenfed,  at  to 
iuve  it  10  conOdcraiion  to  call  them  to  an  account  at  a  council  of  war,  for  their 
livea^  aa  well  for  their  mlfconduft  in  that  bufincfs  ai  for  tbelr  hating  left  fcveniy 
of  the  martoers  behind  them,  who  were  unwilling  to  ferve  the  parliament  ^  and 
Mfh9  befo0gbt  (hem  with  the  utmoft  earaeftncfs  to  fuf^r  them  to  atieai  them  to 
Toulon,«jprofefling  to  alSc  00  more  than  bread  and  water  on  the  journ<y«  though  the 
officers  had  a  great  fum  of  money  ibouc  th<rmt 

£  Clarendon*!  Wi^grj  of  the  rebellio''>  v^l.  ▼.  p.  339,  340. 

B  a  After 
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After  this,  Blake  followed  Pnnce  Rupert  into  the  river  of  Lit 
bon,  where,  in  the'lttonths  of  September  and  Oftobcr,  16^0^ 
he  ruined  the  Brazil  fleet  j  which'  induced  the  Pottugucfe  to 
force  Prince  Rupert  out  of  their  port,  whence  he  failed  to  Car- 
t&agena.  Blakc  purfued  him  thither ;  but  being  obliged,  for 
want  of  provifions,  to  put  to  fea;  his  highnefs  efcaped  to  Mala- 
ga, where  he  took  feveral  EnjgtiOi  (hips.  One  of  thefe  he  drove 
ifliore,  burnt  two  more,  and  forced  Prince  Rupert  himfelf  tQ 
make  his  efcape '. 

His  highnefs  (bon  after  went  to  fee  again,  cruized  now  on  the 
Spaniards  and  Genoefe,  as  well  as  the  Engliih  ^,  and  having 
taken  feveral  rich  prizes,  failed  to  the  Weft  Indies,  whither  hi» 
brother,  Prince  Maurice,  with  a  fmall  fquadron,  was  gone  be* 
fore.  In  thofe  feas  they  did  Iikewife  a  great  dea!  of  mifchiefy 
fin  Prince  Maurice,  in  the  Gonftant  Reformation,  was  caft 
away  < ;  and  Prince  Rupert,  finding  the  few  fhips  he  had  left 
fo  leaky  and  rotten  that  they  were  fcarce  able  to  keep  the  fea» 
was  glad  to  rieturn  to  France ;  and  arriving  in  the  port  of  Nantes 
in  the  year  1652,  with  a  man  of  war,  and  three  or  four  other 
fhips,  he  was  forced  to  fell  them  to. pay  the  people's  wages i^» 
Such  was  the  end  of  about  twenty-five  good  fhipa,  well  man* 
ned^  which  had  deferted  the  parliament  fervicel  and  the  reader 

t  Wbicloclce*»  mtmoriak,  p.  449,  .463, 470,  475,  4^4,  485.  Hea(h*^»  chio* 
Aide,  p.  267,  275 •  Manlej**  biftory  of  the  rtbelHoo,  p.  233^.  Batet^s  elencut 
motouin,  part  il.  p.  75.  Tbuitloa'i  ftace  papers,  vol.  i.  Mercuriua  poliJcua,  No; 
14.  p.  2iXt  See  two  original  letters  of  Sir  Henry  Vane;  one  to  Cromwell^  thca 
«t  the  head-^uartera  in  Scotland^  and  the  other  to  Thomas  Scott  (the  regicide}'^ 
each  dated  Dec.  aS,  1650,  with  the  news  of  Biaice*s  having  ruined  Prince  Rupert^s 
fleet,  and  the  great  terror  tiiia  defeat  had  occafioned  in  the  different  courtv 
of  Earopei  partictilarlj  thofe  ef  Spain  and  Portugal ;  both  of  whom,  in  confe^uencc 
thereofi  difpatchcd  ambaiTidorf  to  England,  to  acknowledge  the  power  of 
the  parliament}  the  former^  at  his  audience^  prefentsng  the  hottfe  with 
d  complete  narrative  of  the  lofa  the  prince  fnftained  at  Carthagena,  in  NIcholU*s 
coUcflfoQ  of  date- papers,  p.  40,41*  See  alfo  Mr.  Thomas  Chaloner's  letter  in 
the  fjwie  colle£Hom  p.  4a.  b   Clarendon,  vol.   v.    Heath's  chronidicy  p. 

293.     WhitIocke*s  memorial,  p.  494.    Life  of  Prince  Rupert.  3  Davief*s 

hi  (lory  of  the  civil  wars^  p,  199.  Manley's  htftory  of  the  rebellion,  p.  233. 
iatei^s  elencus  motuom,  part  il.  p.  74.     Whttlocke*s  ihemorials,  p.  430. 

k  Clarendon's  hiftrrj  of  the  rebellion,  vol.  vi.  p.  5r3,  51$.  Heath*s  chro- 
nicle, pr  337,    Whitlooke's  memorials^  p,  551,    Thtirloe^s  ftat^  paper*,  vol.  i. 
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Irill  eafily  jadge  how  great  a  lofs  this  was  to  the  natioD|  mora 
tfpecially  as  it  was  ibon  after  engaged  in  the  Dutch  war. 

Admiral  Blake>  on  his  return  to  England,  was  received  with 
great  favour  bj  the  parliament,  had  the  thanks  of  the  houfe 
given  him,  and,  in  conjunftton  with  Deane  and  Popham,  had 
the  fupreme  power  at  fea  vefted  in  him  for  the  year  1651  ^ 
The  firft  exploit  that  his  mafters  thought  of,  was  the  reduflion 
of  the  iflands  of  Scillj,  which  were  (UU  held  for  the  king  by 
Sir  John  Grenville.  The  privateers  fitted  out  from  thence  did 
a  great  deal  of  milchief  to  trade,  and  therefore  might  well  have 
deferved  the  parliament's  notice ;  but  there  was  another  incident 
which  made  them  uneafy  at  this  jun£hire,  and  this  was  the  ar- 
rival of  a  Dutch  fquadron  there  of  twelve  men  of  war,  com- 
manded by  admiral  Van  Tromp  b'.  The  pretence  of  fending 
him,  was  to  demand  fatisfa£lion  of  the  governor^  for  about 
twenty  prizes,  which  in  a  (hort  fpace  had  been  carried  into  his 
ports  by  his  privateers :  but  the  true  defign  was,  to  drive  a  bar- 
gain with  htm,  if  poffible,  for  thofe  iflands ;  which  might  have 
had  very  bad  confequences,  had  it  been  carried  inio  execution. 
.Admiral  Blake  in  the  Phcenix  frigate,  in  conjunAion  with  Sir 
George  Ayfctie,  with  a  fmall  fleet,  failed  thither  in  the  month 
of  May,  and  Very  quickly  performed  what  they  were  fent  for, 
the  governor  being  glad  to  deliver  up  his  charge  upon  honour- 
able terms,  and  the  admiral  as  willing  to  grant  all  he  could  rea- 
ibnably  expeA  \ 

Blake  failed  from  thence  with  the  fleet  to  Jerfey,  where  be 
arrived  in  the  month  of  OAober,  and  reduced  it  by  the  end  of 
the  year;  as  he  did  likewife  Comet-caftle,  which  was  the  only 
place  held  out  for  the  king  in  Guernfey ;  and  thus  fecured  the 

1  Wliitlockt*!  memoriftlt,  p.  4S8,  499.  The  thanks  of  the  parlUmf  nr»  with  ■ 
full  approbation  of  their  fervifet,  though  (occefi  had  not  attended  ftkem  in  refpr^ 
t«  their  condo£>  on  the  coaft  of  Portugal,  had  been  likewife  tranfmitt^d  to  Bbke 
and  Pophim,  in  a  letter  from  the  fpeaker,  while  at  fca,  dated  Whitehall,  July  ii, 
1650.     Thurloe*!  ftate-paperi,  voL  i.   p.    155.  "*    Heath*a  chronicle,   p. 

SS4,  aSS,  aSp.  Davies^t  hiftory  of  the  civil  wart,  p,  316.  Maoley't  hiftory  of  the 
tebcDi  n,  p.  »;3.     Batas*i  elcncui  motuam,  part  ii.  p.  77.  , 

■  The  originil  articles,  a  MS.  in  folio  of  two  (heeti,  are  ftill  preferved  in  the  lt« 
krary  of  the  focicty  for  propagating  the  golpel  is  foreign  parts. 

fovcrcigr.ty 
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fover^igptj  of  the  ff a«  ip  ttus  p^  pf  tbc  MrorU,  for  thf  p9rii% 
ment**. 

Sir  George  Ayfcot,  after  the  rcc^U^ion  of  Scilly^  b^viiig 
ftr«ngthened  his  fl^of  with  foffie  (hip8»  failed  into  the  Wc(t  In'« 
dies,  if)  order  to  reduce  fuch  of  \he  plantations  as  had  declaredi 
for  the  )^in|[.  On  bo^rd  bis  fleet  failed  colqu^l  Allen,  a  gentle^ 
nao  of  ^arbadoes,  who  bad  been  fent  bjr  fiich,  in  that  eolon^ 
wd  the  Leeward-iila|i4$i  as  v^e  well  afi€£^d  to  this  p4r}i^'i 
nent,  to  demand  relief.  Thif  fleet  arrived  in  CarliflerJ^aj,  i^ 
Barbadoes,  on  the  fixieenth  of  O^ober  1651,  ai^d  topk  fouri- 
teen  fail  of  Dutch  ihips  that  were  trading  there. 

Francis  Lord  WiUoughby  of  Parhanoii  whom  we  before 
mentiooedy  was  governor  of  the  ifland  for  the  Ij^iog,  and  (hew-» 
ed  fo  good  an  inclination  to  defend  himfi^if^  chat  it  wa^  t^e  fe4 
ventecnth  of  December  before  Admiral  Ayfcue  thought  fit  t0 
attempt  landing;  which  at  laflc  beeffe^ied  with  fome  lofsi  colonial 
Allen,  with  between  thirty  and  forty  men»  being  HiUed  in  the 
attempt.  After  his  forces  were  on  fliore,  the  governor  thapght 
fit  to  capitulate,  and  had  very  fair  conditions  given  him  \  for 
'which  it  is  thought,  Admiral  Ayfcne  was  sever  forgiven  by  hia 
mailers  at  home  '•  While  he  Uy  at  Barbadaes^  he  fi^nt  a  fev» 
&]ps  under  captain  Dennis  to  reduce  Virginia,  which  with  fame 
trouble  he  e^Aed.  Sir  George  likewiib  A^bdued  the  Leewardr 
iflands ;  and  having  thus  thoroughly  fulfiUed  his  commiffion,  he 
returned  into  Europe,  where,  as  we  fliall  fee,  be  found  thtf 
Dutch  war  already  broke  out  1. 

The  caufes  of  this  war  are  differently  rtlate^t  according  ti 
the  humours  and  opinions  of  different  writers';  the  trutbi 

^  CUrendon*s  hiftory  of  the  rebellion,  vol.  vi.  p.  465.  Whitlocke'f  memo^ 
ritli,  p.  518,  sip*  Ludlo«*t  inemoin*  vol.  t.  p.  343.  Davies'f  hiilory  o'f 
the  civil  wart,  p.  jatf.  P  WhieJocke*i  mcoioriaif,  p.  s&7,  S3i« 

ludIow*s  memoiri,  vol.  i.  p.  385.  tfeath's  chronicle;  p.  30^.  Bates's  eJcn- 
cui  motuum,  part  ii.  p.  78.  ^  Manle^'s  hiftory  of  the  rebeliioo^  p.  9154. 
^  Clarcndon*4  hifl.  of  the  rehellion,  vol.  vf.  p.  466^  467.  Divies's  hi(l.  o| 
the  civil  wan,  p.  3*7.  Whiciocke't  memorials,  p,  531,  5^4,  535,  54*. 
Thurloe*t  ftate  papcn,  vol.  i.  p,   197,  r  Heatb^s  chronicle,  28^; 

xS6t  308,  314.  Du^ale*!  fliort  view  of  the  lite  troubles,  p.  401^  403.  Da- 
vies's  hift.  of  the  civil  wars,  chap,  98.  Ludlow's  memoirs,  vol.  i.  p.  344—345, 
388,  389.  Sir  Philip  Warwick^  memoirs,  p.  3^3,  3*4.  Bates's  elencus  md* 
toum,  part  ii.  p.  7?,  7tf.  Manley's  hi^.  of  the  rebellion,  p,  is6,  i5a.  Cokes't 
detc^iofi,  vol.  ii.  p   19. 

however, 


hcw€9d:f  tetiM  to  be^  ihftt  tb^  eld  cdmfnonweakb  grew  quicklf 
palcM  0I  tM  flcW  oti6|  alid  be^n  to  sipprebend^  that,  what-p 
4fer  fbi  Itft  of  the  werid  might  bd^  Holland  was  like  to  be 
^  gcUil^  by  Ibi^  change  of  governiheot  in  England.   The  par^ 
tiahilMit,  On  the  Other  Gde,  wis  no  left  jeilous  of  its  new  ac- 
^Hi^etl   fove^gmyi  and  ejipdEledi    therefore,  extraordinary 
inarks  of  regard  from  all  the  powers  with  which  it  correfpond^f 
pd  \    The  mui'der  of  Dr.  Doridaus,  whom  they  had  ftnt  v^itK 
^  pdMk  ^harafter  to  tHe  ftates,  incenfed  theui  ^j^eeedingly ;  nor 
yil^  fhey  betld^  f^tisfied  with  thb  reception  that  St.  John  and 
ffae  HSk  of  iheif  aqibafiadors  met  with;  aind  therefore  had  Tittle 
fegird  t6  thie  etpoftnlation  of  the  Dutch  about  th(*ir  aa  of 
i^avigation,  which  was  certainly  a  weU-contriyed  meaAire,  both 
fbir  pttfctrm^  and  fdr  estenditig  the  trade  of  this  natiort.    The 
llutchy  on  the  other  hand,  were  exti^emely  alarmed  ivMn  they 
feiihd  the  Englifh  commonwealth  infift  on  the  foverdgnty  of 
flie  Tea,  the  right  of  fiOiing,  and  licenfing  to  fi(h,  difpofed  to 
dorry  the  point  of  fainting  by  the  flag  to  the  utmoft  height ; 
atld  b^h^yipg  fo  in  all  refjpe£ls,  that  the  ftates  were  convinced 
they  Would  zA  upon  King  Charles's  plan,  with  this  great  ad- 
vantage hi  ratfing  ihoi^ey  in  much  larger  fams,  and  yet  with  far 
lefs  trouble  than  he  di4^ 

It  was  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  1652,  that  things  came  ttf 
entremities  \  but  it  wa^s  warmly  difputed  then,  and  is  not  fuUr 
fettled  at  this  day,  who  were  the  aggrefibrs.  From  the  beflr 
cfomparifon  |  have  b^en  able  to  make  of  fa£ts  ftatcd  in  all  the 
authentic  accounts  on  both  ^dcs,  it  fcems  to  me  moft  probable. 

«  %tt  the  ptopofiU  mid«  bf  OWwtr  8r.  John,  tnd  Wilttr  Stricklan<],  am« 
ftAfftdort  for  thA  co<nmdnw«ilrh  to  iM  (laCM-general  It  (he  lUgue,  dated  the 
loth  of  Me7»  <^Si-  in  TbUftoeU  ilate  papers,  vol.  i.  p.  i8z.  NicholU*s  Oate 
^perf,  p.  )9-«4t.  Letters  of  (lace  and  other  papers  in  Milton's  profe  woiks, 
Vol.  ii.  edit.  1751,  4to.  (  The  reader,  if  he  inclines  to  erter  deep 

iftto  the  tcafons  oo  which  the  Dutch  war  waa  grounded,  may  eonfuJt  Clarcn^ 
Am'a  bi(^.  of  the  rebcUioo,  toI.  vi.  p.  457—4^0.  Whitiociie'a  meitiorJals^ 
p.  487,  49r,  49a,  49$,  4pd.  Thorloe'ft  ftate  papers,  voi.  i.  p.  187,  ips,  «ho 
was  himfeif  fecretary  to  the  embafly  for  the  parliament.  Heath's  chronicle, 
p.  114.  and  other  writers,  on  one  iide,  and  Bafnage  innales  dcs  provinces  nnies, 
0Mhc  i.  p.  iiSj  aitf;  aao,  sxi,  247— i^j.  le  Clere  hifloire  des  provinces 
vaiei,  foibe  ii.  liv.  xiif.  p.  ^f^j-^vs*  Heuvitte  hiffoire  de  HoDande,  tome  iil. 
p.  ia«<:Si.  and  tbt  lives  of  the  Dmch  idmirals  on  Uie  otber. 

that 
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that  it  was  the  Dutch.:  apd  this  for  many,  reafons;  but  (larti* 
cularly,  becaufe  they  had  made  fecretly  great  preparations^for 
war,  and  had  a£iually  one  hundred  and  £fty  (hips  of  force  rat 
fea  I  whereas  the  Engliih  parliament  equipped  np  more  than  tbe^ 
ufual  fquadron  for  guardiqg  the  narrow  Teas,  which  was  undet*. 
the  command  of  Admiral  Blake^  and'Confifted  of  twenty- fivei 
(hips  only  ". 

The  firft  blood  that  was  drawn  in  this  quarrel,  was  occj^-k 
fioned  by  Commodore  Young's  firing  upon  a  Dutch  man  of 
war^  for  the  captain's  refiifing  him  the  honour  of  the  fiag» 
This  was  on  the  14th  of  May  1652,  and  proved  very  honour;-^ 
able  for  our  nation.     Commodore  Toung  a&ed  with  ^reat 
cautioily  and  gave  the  Dutch  all  the  opportunity  of  avoiding  a 
difpute  they  could  defire.   He  fcnt  his  boat  on  board  the  Dutch-* 
man,  to  perfuade  him  to  ftrike:   but  the  captain  anfwered- 
plainly  and  honeftly,  that  the  ftates  had  threatened  to  uke  off* 
his  head  if  he  ftruck :  and  upon  this  the  fight  began,  in  which 
the  enemy  was  Co  roughly  handled,  as  to  be  at  laft  obliged  to 
ftrike.     There  were  two  other  ihips  of  war,  and  about  twelve 
merchantmen,  none  of  which  interfered ;  and,  on  the  other 
fide,  after  the  Dutch  fhips  had  uk^n  in  their,  flags,  Commo« 
dore  Young  retired  without  making  any  prizes.    This  affair 
would  have  been  much  more  the  obje£t  of  public  notice,  if  an 
engagement  of  greater  confequence  had  not  happened  quickly, 
after  ^. 

Admiral  Van  Tromp  was  at  fea  with  a  fleet  of  upwards  of 
forty  (ail,  to  prbte^^  (as  was  given  out)  the  Dutch  trade.  This 
fleet  coming  into  the  Downs  on  the  i8th  of  May,  they  met 
there  with  a  fmall  fquadron  under  the  command  of  Major 
Bourne,  to  whom  the  admiral  ient  word,  that  he  was  forced 
in  by  ftrcft  of  weather ;  Bourne  anfivcred  roundly,  that  the 
^ruth  of  this  -would  bcft  appear  by  the  fliortncfs  of 'his  ftay, 
and  immediately  fent  advice  of  it  to  his  admiral.  The  next  day 
Van  Tromp,  with  his  fleet,  bore  dowa  upon  Blake  in  Dover 
foad,  and  on  his  coming  near  him,  Blake  firod  thrice  at  his4ag  ; 

u  Heath'i  chronicle,  p.  314,  315.  ^  ThU accoaot  I  uke  f rom 

TouDg*s  letter  to  the  ptrllameoc,  dated  on  board  the  Prefident,  Plyinoach4biiiidi», 
May  14,  165 X.    Whitlocke'a  memorials,  p.  5)3^.     The  perfeA  politidan;  or^ 
a  full  view  of  the  life  and  a^Hoss  of  Oliver  Cromwellf  p.  167. 

upon 
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upon  which  the  Dutch  admiral  returned  a  broadfide.  For 
near  four  hours  Blake  was  engaged  almoft  alone,  but  b^  de-r 
grees  the  weather  permitted  his  fleet  to  come  in,  and  then  they 
behaved  bravely.  Towards  the  clofe  of  the  engagement^ 
which  laffed  from  four  in  the  afternoon  till  nine  at  night. 
Bourne  joined  him  with  his  eight  (hips,  upon  which  the  enemy 
bore  away. 

In  this  battle  the  vif^ory  was  clearly  on  the  fide  of  the  £ng* 
li£h|  as  the  Dutch  writers  themfelves  confefs,  there  being  two 
Dutch  (hips  taken,  and  one  difabied  ;  whereas  the  Englifh  loft 
none :  and  yet  the  inequality  in  force  was  very  great ;  for  the 
Dutch  fleet  conGfted  at  firft  of  forty-two  ihips,  and  Blake's  on- 
ly of  fifteen  i  and  even  at  the  end  of  the  fight,  he  had  no 
XDore  than  twenty-three.  The  admirals  wrote  each  of  them  au 
account  of  this  affair  to  their  refpefUve  maflers,  wherein  they 
plainly  contradict  each  other:  but  with  this  difference,  that 
there  is  no  difproving  any  one  fact  mentioned  in  Blake's  letter  | 
whereas  there  are  feveral  falfehoods  or  midakes  at  lead  in 
Tromp's;  fuch  as,  that  Bourne's  fquadron  confided  of  twelve 
large  fhips,  which  could  not  be  true.  Befides,  though  he  inr 
Cfts  on  Blake's  being  the  aggreflbr,  yet  he  owns,  that  his  flag 
was  out  all  the  time  '.  The  flates  themfelves  were  fo  fenfible 
of  their  being  in  the  wrong,  and  at  the  fame  time  fo  mortified 
that  their  fleet,  notwithilanding  its  fuperiority,  had  been  beat, 
that  they  apologized  for  it,  and  fent  over  another  ambaflador^i 
the  Heer  Adrian  Paauw  to  proceed  on  the  treaty.  But  the  dcr 
mands  of  the  parliament  were,  in  their  opinion,  too  high^  and 
(b  all  thoughts  of  peace  were  difmifTed  on  both  fides,  and  the 
war  was  proclaimed  in  Holland  on  the  8th  of  July'. 

The  Englifli  in  the  mean  time,  in  virtucT  of  the  zQ.  of  navi- 
gation, and  by  way  of  reprifal  for  the  late  damages,  affronts, 
and  hofbilicics,  received  from  the  flates-general  and  their  fub- 
jcSts,  took  many  Dutch  fhips.  June  1 1,  Blake  brought  in  ele- 
ven merchant-ihips  with  their  convoy  coming  from  Nantes. 
June  12,  the  Captains  Taylor  and  Peacock,  in  two  Englifh  fri* 

^  This  account  is  copied  from  that  printed  by  order  of  the  parliament,  with 
both  admirals  letters  and  other  papers  annexed,  4to,  i(Sf  x.  X  Lod)ow*s 

jneootTS,  vol.  i.  p.  407.    VThiclocke's  memorials,  p.  5^5.    Tbv|r)of*s  (late  pa* 
pcrs,  vol.  i.  p.  207,  ao8,  uo-^hxm 

Vol.  1L  C  gates, 
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gates,  engaged  two  Dutch  men  of  war,  on  the  coaft  of  H^^nt 
ders,  for  refufing  to  ftrike;  of  wbicli  one  was  taken,  and  thq 

other  ftrandcd* :  and,  on  the  13th  of  the  fame  month,  Qlakq 

I  V         .     .  •'  ...» 

took  twenty-fix  merchant  (hips,  with  their  convoys,  homcwarcl 
bound  from  France.  July  4,  vicc-i-admiral  Ayfcue,  (who,  ii^ 
hh  late  return  from  the  redu£tion  of  Barbadoes,  hac^  taken  iei% 
merchant  ihips,  and  four  men  of  war),  attacked  the  St.  TJbes 
fleet  of  about  forty  (ail,  of  which  near  thirty  were  taken,  burnt 
or  ftranded,  and  plundered,  on  the  French  coaft. 

After  this,  while  the  ftates  with  the  utmbft  dih'gence  werei 
getting  ready  a  fleet  of  feycnty  men  of  war,  under  the  com- 
mand of  admiral  Van  Tromp,  Blake,  with  aboiut  iixty,  re- 
ceived orders  to  fail  to  the  north  to  difl:urb  and  diftrefs  ihc 
Dutch  fifliery.  Sir  George  Ayfcue  (who,  fincc  the  deftruflioq 
of  the  St.  Uhes  fleet,  had  taken  ^ve  t)utch  merchant  fliips) 
was  left  with  the  remainder  of  the  Engliih  fleet,  conGfting  ot 
no  more  than  feven  men  of  war  in  the  Downs.  While  Blake 
triumphed  in  the  north,,  as  we  fliall  Ihew  in  another  place^ 
I'romp  with  his  great  fleet  came  into  the  mouth  of  the  Thames, 
in  hopes  of  either  furprifing  Ayfcue,  or  infuhing  the  coaft^ 
Failing  of  this,  he  failed  northward  to  Intercept  Wake  ^  but  his 
iliips  being  c^ifperfed  by  a  florm,  he  was  difappointed  in  that 
fcheme  alio,  and  loft  five  or  fix  frigate^,  which  fell  into  the 
bands  of  Blake,  on  his  return  towards  the  fouth*. 

The  people  in  Holland  were  very  much  diflati$fied  with  the. 
conduct  of  admiral  Van  Tromp,  whici)  is  the  cafe  in  all  free 
countries,  where  a  commander  in  chief  is  unfuccefsful.  He. 
aScd  upon  this  occafion  like  a  very  wife  man,  and  one  who 
had  a  nice  fenfe  of  honour,  firft  by  juftifying  himfelf  to  the 
J[iates,  and  then  in  laying  down  his  commiflioh  to  gratify  the 
people.  The  main  obje^ion  againft  him  was  his  being  no  great 
feaman ;  and  this  engaged  the  ftates  to  caft  their  eyes  upon  de 
Ruyter,,the  ableft  man  amongft  them  in  his  profcflion.  He  ac- 
cepted the  command,  but  accepted  it  unwillingly  y  for  he  favr 

*  The  parliament  were  Co  pleafed  with  the  gsHtnt  behaviour  of  the  Captains 
Taylor  and  Peacock,  that  they  direQed  the  fpcakcr  to  write  them  letters  o^ 
thanks  for  their  Tervtcef  on  that  occafion.  *  Bafni^e  anoales  det  pro- 

viLCes  uniei,  vol.  i.  p.  158, 159* 

that 
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that  as  things  then  Itood,  the  Englifti  were  fupcrior  *>.  The 
parliament  in  the  mean  time  took  care  to  ftrengthen  Sir  George 
Ayfcue's  fleet,  fo  that  it  increafed  to  thirty-eight  fail ;  of  which 
only  two  were  large  (hips;  and  the  reft  frigates  and  fire-(hips* 
With  thefe  he  put  to  fea  in  fearch  of  the  Dutchi  took  many 
rich  prices,  and  at  laft  met  with  de  Ruyter,  who,  with  a  fleec 
equal  to  his  own,  was  convoying  home  between  fifty  and  fixty 
merchant-men.  This  was  on  the  1 6th  of  Auguft  1652,  and 
as  our  admiral  was  cruizing  oiBT  Plymouth.  It  was  about  one 
in  the  afternoon  when  the  fleets  came  in  fight.  De  Ruyter 
took  twenty  of  the  merchant  fiiips  into  his  line  of  battle^  and 
^as  then  very  ready  co  engage.  The  fight  began  about  four, 
when  the  Englilh  admiral,  with  nine  others,  charged  through 
the  Dutch  fleet  j  and  having  thus  got  the  weather-gage,  attack- 
ed them  again  very  bravely,  and  fo  they  continued  jGghting  till 
night,  which  parted  them ;  the  reft  of  Sir  George's  fleet  ha- 
ving very  little  to  do  in  the  a£lion.  The  rear-admiral  Peck  loit 
his  leg,  of  which  he  foon  died ;  and  moft  of  the  captains  who 
did  their  duty,  were  wounded,  and  a  fire-fliip  was  loft.  On 
the  other  fide,  the  Dutch  were  miferably  torn,  fo  that  many  of 
their  beft  fliips  were  fcarce  able  to  keep  the  fea.  Sir  George 
Ayfcue  followed  them  for  fome  time  the  next  day,  and  then 
returned  into  Plymouth-found  to  refirefli  his  men,  and  repair 
his  fhips^ 

The  Dutch  gave  a  very  partial  account  of  this  bufinefs,  in 
which^  without  queftion,  the  Englifti  had  fome,  and  might  have 
had  much  greater  advantage,  if  all  their  captains  had  behaved 
as  they  ought.  This  the  parliament  very  well  knew;  but  by  a 
refined  ftroke  of  policy,  chofe  rather  to  lay  the  fault  on  a  fin- 
ale man,  than  endanger  the  obedience  of  the  fleet,  by  punifhing 
many;  upon  which  principle  they  laid  afide  that  gallant  and 

able  ieaman  Sir  George  Ayfcue ;  yet  foftly,  and  with  a  reward 


b  Citrendon*!  bi(l.  of  the  rebellion,  vol.  vK  p,  45 x.  Whit!ocke*s  incmo« 
ruls,  p.  538.  LuJiow*i  memoirf,  vol.  i.  p.  419,  410.  Davies^s  hiAory  of  the 
civil  wars,  p.  3x9.     Manley*s  hiO.  of  the  rebellion,  p.  264.  ^  Whit* 

lockc'i  memorials,  p.  541,  541.  Sir  Philip  Warwick's  memoirs,  p.  165.  Bates^s 
elcDcas  motuum,  pare  ii.  p.  175.  Coke's  detcAion,  vol.  ii.  p.  15.  Le  Clerc* 
tome  ii.  p  321.  Ncnvillc,  tome  iii.  Ilv.  x.  chap.  x.  La  vie  &  les  aQions  me- 
morables  du  SJenr  Michel  de  Ruyter,  doc,  cbevtiier  &  ratnira!  goieral  des 
prdvioccs  ooies,  AroHerdiim  1677,  ixmo,  partie  I.  p.  p-^ia.' 
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of  three  hundred  pounds  in  money,  and  a  penfion  of  thre^ 
hundred  pounds  a-year.  The  true  reafon  of  this  was,  his 
granting  fo  good  terms  to  the  Lord  Willoughby,  which  thcy» 
however,  performed  very  punftually  «*. 

The  war  was  not  long  confined  to  the  coafts  of  Britain,  but 
fpread  itfelf  into  almoft  every  fea;  and  every  wind  brought  the 
news  of  frefh  deftruftion  and  flaughter.  About  the  tatter  end  of 
the  fame  month  the  Dutch  admiral  Van  Galen,  with  eleven  men 
of  war,  met  and  attacked  the  Engliih  commodore,  Richard  Bod- 
ley,  with  three  men  of  war,  a  fire-fhip,  and  three  or  four  mer- 
chant fhipst  homeward-bound  from  Scanderoon  and  Smyrna. 
Tlie  firft  day's  fight  began  in  the  afternoon  off  the  ifland  of  Elba 
on  the  coaft  of  Tufcany,  and  lafted  till  night  with  little  advan-^ 
tage  to  either  party.  The  Dutch  hiflorians  agree,  that  three  of 
their  men  of  war  being  feparated  in  the  night,  and  afterwards 
becalmed,  could  not  come  up  fo  as  to  have  a  fhare  in  the  fecond 
engagement.  On  the  other  fide,  the  Engliih  parted  from  their 
merchant  (hips,  which,  being  heavy  and  richly  laden,  were  or- 
dered  to  make  the  bed  of  their  way  to  the  neareft  harbour. 

The  next  morning  the  four  remaining  Englifh  being  attacked 
by  the  eight  Hollanders,  the  fight  was  renewed  with  great  fury  j 
Van  Galen  began  a  clofe  engagement  with  the  Englifli  commo- 
dore ;  but  being  difabled  in  his  rigging,  and  having  received 
three  (hots  under  water,  and  been  thrice  on  fire,  he  was  forced 
(as  the  Dutch  hiftorians  acknowledge)  to  leave  him.  Another 
of  the  enemy's  largcft  fliips,  renewing  the  attack,  was  likewife  fo 
well  received  that  (tie  loft  her  main-maft :  whereupon  the  Englifh 
frigate  the  Phcenix,  taking  the  opportunity,  boarded  the  difabled 
Hollander,  but,  being  too  weak,  was  taken  after  a  (harp  fight 
of  an  hour,  wherein  moft  of  her  men  were  either  killed  or 
wounded.  In  the  mean  time  the  Englifh  commodore  Bodley, 
being  again  boarded  by  two  of  the  enemy's  (hips  at  once,  de-» 
fended  himfelf  fo  refolutely,  that  (by  the  confefiion  of  the  Dutch 
writers)  they  were  both  beaten  off  with  a  dreadful  fiaughter  of 
their  men,  and  the  lofs  of  both  their  captains:  whereupon  Bod- 
ley,  feeing  himfelf  left  by  the  enemy,  (after  having  loft  about  a 
hundred  men,  killed  and  wounded),  with  his  three  remaining 

^  H<;»th*i  chronicle,  p.  ^%-^. 
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ihips,  followed  the  merchant-men  to  Porto- Longone»  leaving  tht 
Hollanders  to  caft  up  the  account  of  the  honour  and  profit  they 
had  gained  by  this  encounter.  The  enemy  loft  three  of  their 
captains  in  the  fight,  whom  they  afterwards  buried  ^t  the  laft- 
mentioned  placcy  where  the  Englifli  and  they,  being  in  a  neutral 
harbour,  continued  very  friendly  together  for  fome  time*. 

Admiral  Blake,  who  was  now  in  the  channel,  did  infinite  da* 
mage  to  the  enemy  y  and,  fome  hoftilities  having  been  committed 
on  the  coaft  of  Newfoundland  by  the  French,  our  gallant  admi- 
ral attacked  a  ftrong  fquadron  of  their  (hips  going  to  the  relief 
of  Dunkirk,'  took  or  deftroyed  them  all,  by  which  means  this 
important  place  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards  f.  The 
Dutch,  feeing  their  trade  thiis  ruined,  and  apprehenfive  of  ftill 
worfe  confequencesj  fitted  out  another  fleet  nnder  the  command 
of  de  Witte,  and  fent  it  to  join  de  Ruyter,  who  was  appointed  to 
bring  home  a  large  number  of  merchantmen.  After  the  junction 
of  thefe  fleets,  and  the  fending  the  (hips  they  were  to  convoy 
into  Holland,  the  admirals  (hewed  a  defign  of  attacking  the 
Englifli  navy,  and  Blake  gave  them  a  fair  opportunity  of  execu- 
ting their  intention.  But,  when  it  came  to  the  point,  the  Dutch 
fleet  covered  themfelves  behind  a  fand-bank,  which,  however, 
did  not  hinder  Blake  from  engaging  them  on  the  28th  of  Sep- 
tember. 

He  divided  his  fleet  into  three  fquadrons ;  the  firft  commanded 
by  himfelf,  the  fecond  by  vice-admiral  Fenn,  and  the  third  by 

c  Sir  Philip  Wurwlck's  memoirs,  p.  355.  Coke's  dete^on,  vol.  ii.  p.  tg,  i6» 
Manley*s  hidory  of  the  rcbelIioii«  part  ii.  book  ii.  p.  166.  Bafntge  annales  det 
provinces  nnies,  come  i.  p.  »tf  3.  NeuviUc  hiftoire  de  HolUnde,  tome  iii.  p.  65* 
66,    Thvrloe's  (late-papers,  vol.  i.  p.  ax9.  f  CUreodoii*s  hiftory  of  the 

rebellion,  vol.  vi.  p,  463.  Heath's  chronicle,  p.  31;.  Daviei*s  hiftory  of  the  ci- 
vil wart,  p.  3x9,  330.  Bafnage  anoales  dei  provinces  onies,  tome  ii.  p.  164. 
Memoirs  de  Montglat,  torn.  iii.  p.  311,  3  a ».  Martiniere  hiftoire  de  Loois  XIV. 
tome  ii.  xtg.  The  couat  d'£Arades  In  his  memoirs,  tome  i.  to  a  letter  to 
Cardinal  Matarine,  dated  Dunkirk,  Feb.  5,  itf^i,  informs  his  eminence,  that 
Cromwell  had  made  him  an  ofier  by  one ^jFiiz- James,  the  culonei  of  his  guards, 
to  fnrnifh  fifty  men  of  war,  to  join  the  king's  army  with  fifteen  thoufand  foot, 
to  pay  two  millions,  and  to  declare  war  againO  Spiitn,  if  they  would  furrendcr 
Dunkirk  Co  him  rather  than  to  Che  Spaniards;  which  propofat  the  cardinal  appr'>- 
ved,  as  appears  by  his  mfwer  Co  the  coont,  dated  Poitiers,  March  &,  165 1,  and 
which,  as  he  fays,  wonid  have  been  accepted,  if  Mr.  de  Chatcauncuf  had  noc 
Dppofed  it  fo  firongly,  as  chat  the  queen  could  not  be  indpccd  to  give  her  coo  fent, 

rear- 
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rear-admiral  Bourne.  It  was  about  .three  when  the  engagemeti£ 
began,  and  tjie  Engliflli  quickly  diicovered  their  radmefs  in  at« 
tacking  an  enemy  under  fuch  difadyantages ;  for  the  Sovereign^ 
a  new  ihip,  ftructc  i(n,mediately  ,on  the  fands,  and  fo  did  feveral 
others ;  but,  getting  off  again,  the  Engliih  fleet  ftood  aloof  till 
de  Witte  came  freely  from  hjs  advantages  to  a  fair  engagements 
which  was  boldly  begun  by  Bourne,  and  gallantly  feconded  by 
the  i€&  of  the  fleet.  A  Dutch  man  of  war,  attempting  to  board 
the  Sovereign  was  funk  by  her  fide,  and  this  by  the  firft  dif^ 
charge  (he  /nade.  Soon  after  a  Dutch  rear-admu^l  was  takeil 
by  captain  Mild  may,  and  two  other  men  of  war  funk,  a  third 
blawing  up  before  the  end  of  the  fight.  De  Witte  wasjthen  glad 
to  retirC)  and  was  purfucd  by  the  Englifli  fleet  as  long  as  it  was 
light.  The  next  day  they  continued  the  chace,  till  they  were 
.within  twelve  leagues  of  the  Dutch  ihore,  and  then  feeing  the 
Dutch  fleet  entering  into  the  Goree,  Blake  returned  in  triumph 
to  the  Downs,  and  thence  into  port,  having  loft  about  300 
xnen,  and  having  as  many  wounded  '•  For  the  reception  of  the 
latter  the  parliament  took  care  to  provide  hofpitals  near  Dover 
and  Deal,  and  fent  alfo  their  thanks  to  the  admiral  and  his  ofli- 


cers  \ 


The  Dutch  writers  pretend  they  loft  no  (hips.  They  admits 
however,  that  one  was  taken,  but  add,  this  veflTel,  being  after- 
wards deferted,  was  brought  fafeinto  port.  De  Witt?  fairly  con* 
fefled  the  lofs,  and  charged  it  flrft  on  the  bad  behaviour  of  no 
lefs  than  twenty  of  his  captains,  who  withdrew  out  of  the  line 
of  battle,  and  next  on  the  ftates  having  bad  intelligence,  t;he 
Engliih  fleet  being  more  numerous,  and  compoled  of  (hips  of 
greater  bulk  than  he  expedled.  Thefe  excufes  were  certainly 
true,  and  yet  the  people  ufed  their  admirals  fo  ill,  that  de  Ruy* 
ter  grew  deflrous  of  throwing  up  his  commiflion,  and  de  Witte 
fell  fick  upon  it.  The  ftates,  however,  behaved  with  great  pru- 
dence and  courage,  repaired  and  augmented  their  fleet  to  eighty 
fail  in  fix  weeks  time,  and  then  engaged  admiral  Van  Tromp  td 
take  the  command  of  them,  though  fome  fay,  that  the  king  of 
Denmark  drew  them  into  this  refolution  by  promifing  them  a 

8  Whiilnckc's  fremAriilj,  p.  54J,  j^5.  Davics't  Wftory  c  f  the  cWil  wan  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  p.  330.  Ludlow*!  memoirs,  Vt>l.  i.  p.  42^,  4x7. 
Coke*»  dete^lion,  %ol.  ii.  p.  16.  *  Heath**  chrooicic,  p.  317, 

powerful 
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powerful  fquadron  of  his  (hips,  provided  Tromp  had  the  cotb- 

mand^. 
This  prince  had  very  unadvifedly  engaged  himfelf  in  a  quarrel 

witfe  tt^  parliament  by  detaining  (at  the  requift  of  the  Dutch)  a 
fleet  of  26  Englifli  (hips  in  the  harbour  of  Copenhagen.  At  firft 
he  pretended  that  he  did  it  for  their  fafety,  and  therefore  com- 
niodot'e  Ball  was  iknt  with  a  fquadron  of  eighteen  (all  to  convoy 
^hem  home^  When  his  Danifh  Majefty  declared  his  refoldtion  to 
keep  thctti,  and  the  fear  he  wafs*  under  for  the  confcqucnces  of 
this  ftrattge  and  fnconfideratc  ftcp,  induced  him  to  offer  the 
Dutch  his  affiftancc.  This  fdl  out  happily  for  them  ;  fot  the 
Englifti  now  filled  their  pons  With  Dutch  prizes;  while  the  peo- 
ple of  Hofiand,  ftftering  in  fo  tender  a  point,  began  tp  lofc  all 
patience  ;  which  forced  the  dates  to  hurry  out  Tromp  with  his 
{bipsf  in  order  to  convoy  a  fleet  of  about  300  merchantmen* 
through  the  channel  H.      '         * 

It  being  now  the  beginning  of  Novenrbfer,  Blalce,  who  thought 
the  feafon  of  aftion  over,  had  detached  twenty  of  his  fhfps  for 
the  Iccurity  of  the  Ncwcaflle  colliers ;  twelve  more  were  lent  to 
Plymouth,  arid  fifteen  were  retired  into  the  river,  in  order  to 
repair  the  damage  Which  they  h^d  received  in  a  ftorm.  Admiral 
Tromp  having  intelligence  of  this,  and  that  Blalce  had  with  him 
no  more  than  <hirty-feven  fliips,  and  many  of  thefe  but  thinly 
manned,  refblved  to  attack  him  in  the  Downs,  not  far  from  the 
place  where  they  had  fought  before*.  On  the  29th  of  Novem- 
ber He  prefented  himfelf  before  the  £ngli(h  fleet,  ^nd  Blake,  af- 
ter holding  a  council  of  war,  rcfolved  to  engage  notwithftand- 
ing  this  great  inequality :  but,  the  wind  rifing,  they  were  obliged 
to  defer  fighting  till  next  day ;  and  that  night  our  fleet  rode  a 
litde  above  Dover-road*  In  the  morning  both  fleets  plied  wefl:- 
Ward,  Blake  having  the  weather-gage.  About  eleven  the  battle 
began  with  great  fur^ ;  but,  very  unluckily  for  the  Englifli,  half 

I  Btfaage  aonales  dcs  provinces  onlet,  Come  i.  p.  260,  261.  Le  Clerc  hifl. 
des  provinces  uoie^  cbmc  ii.  p.  313,  324.  La  tie  de  Ruyter,  psrtie  i.  p.  15. 
Coke's  dcte^Hon,  voj,  ii.  p.  i6.  k  Whitlocke's  memorials,  p.  545,  545. 

i>avi«s*s  biftory  of  the  civil  wars,  p.  330,  Bates*s  elencus  mocuum,  part  ii. 
p.  174.  Lodlow's  memoirs^  vol.  i.  p,  4^9.  Manley's  hiflory  of  the  rebcllioPy 
p.  x46,  Bafiia|;e  aonales  dc%  provinces  uoies,  tome  1.  p.  189,  apo.  Neuville 
hift.de  Hollande,  lome  iii.  p.  6S.  1  Heath's  chronicle,  p.  azp,  239. 

Ludlow*^  memoirs,  vol,  ii.  p*  437/  438« 

of 
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of  their  fmall  fleet  could  not  engage.  The  Triumph,  in  whicU 
Blake  was  in  perfon,  the  Viftory,  and  the  Vanguard,  bore  al- 
moft  the  whole  ftrcfs  of  the  fight,  having  twenty  Dutch  men  of 
war  upon  them  at  once ;  and  yet  they  fought  it  out  till  it  was 
dark.  Late  in  the  evening  the  Garland,  commanded  by  captain 
Batten,  and  the  Bonaventure,  captain  Hookfton,  clapped  Van 
Tromp  aboard,  killed  his  fecretary  and  purfer  by  his  fide,  and 
bad  certainly  taken  his  fliip,  if  they  had  not  been  boarded 
by  two  Dutch  flags,  by  whom,  after  their  captains  were  killed, 
both  thefe  (hips  were  taken.  Blake,  who  faw  this  with  indigna- 
tion, pufhed  fo  far  to  their  relief,  that  he  was  very  near  fharing 
the  fame  fate,  if  the  Vanguard  and  Sapphire  had  not  ftood  by 
him  with  the  utmoft  refolution,  and  at  laft  brought  him  oflT*". 
The  Hercules  was  run  aihore  in  the  retreat  j  and,  if  the  night 
had  not  (beltered  them,  moil  of  the  (hips  that  were  engaged 
muft  have  been  loft ;  but  they  took  the  advantage  of  its  obfcu« 
rity,  and  retired  firft  to  Dover,  and  then  into  the  river. 

Admiral  Tromp  continued  a  day  or  two  in  the  Downs,  failed 
from  thence  towards  Calais,  took  part  of  the  Barbadoes  fleet, 
and  fome  other  prizes,  and  then  failed  to  the  ifle  of  Rhe  with  a 
broom  at  his  top-maft  head,  intimating  that  he  would  fweep  the 
narrow  feas  of  Englifli fhips".  There  appears,  however,  no  fuch 
reafon  for  boafiing  as  the  Dutch  writers  fuggeft ;  their  fleet  had' 
indeed  many  advantages;  yet  they  bought  their  fuccefs  very  dear, 
one  of  their  bcft  ihips  being  blown  up,  and  two  fliips  of  their 
jidmirals  in  a  manner  difabled^ 

The  parliament  fliewed  their  ftcadinefs  by  carrefling  Blake  af- 
ter his  defeat,  and  naming  him,  in  conjunction  with  Deane  and 
Monk,  their  generals  at  fea  for  another  year.  In  order  to  the 
more  fpeedy  manning  the  navy,  they  iflued  a  proclamation,  of- 
fering conliderable  rewards  to  fuch  as  entered  themfelves  within 
the  fpace  of  forty  days }  they  alfo  raifed  the  Tailors  pay  from 
nineteen  to  twenty-four  Iliillings  a-month :  and  this  had  fo  good 

(n  Whitlocke's  memorials,  p.  $51.    Coke's  detection,  toI.  ii,  p.  i6y  17.    Da- 
yies^t  hiOory  of  the  civil  wars,  p.  330,  331.  b  Bafoa^  annates  dcs  pnv 

vinces  vnies,  tome  i,  p.  a6i.    Le  Clerc  hift.  des  proYinces  unies,  tome  ii.  p.  314, 
l%$,    Neaville  bifl.  de  HoUande,  tome  iii,  p.  69,  70.  •  Heatli*s  chronicJe* 

p.  330.    Cokeys  detection,  vol.  11.  p*  i7t    £cfaard*s  hiftory  of  England,  book  iii. 
chsp.  i.  p.  701. 

an 


fttt  (cUfea,  that  in  fix  weeks  time  they  bad  a  fleet  ready  to  pitt  to 
fez  of  fixty  men  of  war  i  forty  Under  Blake  iti  the  river,  and 
brenty  more  at  Ponfisiottch;  On  the  i  ith  of  February  both  fleefil 
joined  near  Beacbey-bead,  and  thence  admital  Blake  failed  over- 
againft  Portland^  wheire  he  lay  crofs  the  ch^nnel^  in  order  to 
Welcome  Tromp  on  bis  return.  This  wa3  a  kbd  of  furpriieeaa 
the  Dutch  admiral,  wbo  did  not  chink  it  poffibk,  after  the  lati^ 
defeat,  for  the  parliament  to  fit  out  in  fo  (hort  a  fpace  a  fleet  cul- 
pable of  facing  him  again.  He  had  between  two  and  three  hun^ 
dred  merchant-fhips  under  convoy,  and  Was  therefore  muck 
amazed,  wheu,  failing  up  the  channel^  he  found  Blake  fo  .fia^ 
tioned,  that  it  was  impofCble  to  avoid  fightiug.  £nglt(h  and 
i)ntch  aucholrs  tary  pretty  much  as  to  the  ftrength  of  thdr  re* 
fpe^ve  fleets  1  but,  by  comparing  both  the  admurals  letters,  I 
apprehend  they  were  nearly  ci|ttal,  each  having  about  feventy 
faii^ 

The  genefab  Blake  and  Deane  were  bo^i  on  board  the 
Triumph,  and  with  twelte  ftout  flups  led  their  fleet,  and  foil  in 
firft  with  the  Dutch  oh  the  i8th  of  February,  1653,  ^bout  eight 
in  the  morning.  They  were  very  roughly  treated  before  the  reft 
of  the  fleet  came  up,  though  gallantly  feconded  by  Lawfon  in 
the  Fairfax,  and  captain  Mildmay  in  the  Vanguard*  In  the 
Triumph  Blake  was  wounded  in  the  thigh  with  a  piece  of  iron 
m  {hot  had  driven,  and  the  fame  piece  of  iron  tore  general' 
Deane^s  coat  and  breeches.  Captain  Ball,  who  commanded  the 
fhip,  was  ihot  dead,  and  fell  at  Blafce^s  feet ;  his  fecretary  Mr* 
Sparrow  was  likewife  killed  receiving  his  orders :  he  loft  bo- 
fides  thefo  an  hundred  ileameti,  and  the  reft  were  moft  of  them, 
wounded,  and  his  (hip  fo  miferably  fl^attered,  that  it  bad  little 
fliare  in  the  two  next  days  fights^. 

Jn  the  Fairfax  there  were  an  hundred  men  killed,  and  the 
ihip  wretchedly  torn ;  the  Vanguard  loft  her  captain  and  abun- 
dance of  men*  The  Profperous,  a  (hip  of  fokty-four  guns,  was 
boarded  by  de  Ruyter,  and  taken  1  but,  de  Ruyter's  (hip  being 

P  CUreiidon*!  hiftorjr  of  the  rebel  lion »  vol.  vi.  p.  464.  Davie&*s  hiftory  of  the 
tivil  wars^p*  ^31.  Liidlow't  memoirs.  Vol.  il.  p.  4)9.  Coke' Wete£Uon,  vol.  li. 
p.  It.  Bafoagc  annalcftdei  provinces  uoies,  tooe  1.  p.  ApS,  xpp.  4  Heath*f 
chronicle,  p.  335.  'Wbitlocke*!  memorials,  p.  ||i.  £char4,  lUpin,  and  other 
hiftorlaoi* 

Vol.  IJt.  D  in 
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in  that  inftant  boarded  by  an  Englifh  man  of  war,  captain  V^^ 
fey  in  the  Merlin  frigate  entered  the  Frofperous^  and  retook 
her.  The  AQiftance^  vice-admiral  of  the  blue  fquadron,  was 
difabled  in  the  beginning  of  the  fight^  and  brought  off*  to  Fonr> 
mouth,  whither  the  Advice  quickly  followed  her,  being  no 
longer  able  to  keep  the  fea.  Tromp,  who  was  long  engaged  with. 
Blake,  loft  moft  of  his  officers,  and  had  his  ihip  difabled;  de 
Ruyter  loft  his  main  and  fore*top-maft,  and  very  narrowly 
cfcaped  being  taken.  One  Dutch  man  of  war  was  blown  up  ; 
fix  more  were  either  funk  or  taken :  the  latter  had  their  riggiog 
fo  clotted  with  blood  and  brains,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  look 
upon  them  but  with  horror'. 

Friday  night  was  fpent  in  repairing  the  damage,  and  making 
the  necefiary  difpofitions  for  afecond  engagement.  On  Saturday 
morning  the  enemy,  was  feen  again  feven  leagues  off  Weymouth^ 
whither  the  Englifh  plied,  and  came  up  with  them  in  the  after- 
noon about  three  leagtres  to  the  north-weft  of  the  Ifle  of  Wight. 
Tromp  had  drawn  again  his  fleet  together,  and  ranged  it  in  the 
form  of  an  half-moon,  inclofing  the  merchant  (hips  within  a  ie- 
micircle,  and  in  that  pofture  he  maintained  a  retreating  fight. 
The  Englifh  made  feveral  defperate  attacks,  ftriving  to  break 
through  to  the  merchant  fhips :  on  which  occaCon  de  Ruyter's 
Ihip  was  again  fo  roughly  treated,  that  fhe  was  towed  out  of  the 
fleet.  At  laft  the  merchant-men,  finding  they  could  be-no  longer 
prote^ied,  began  to  fhift  for  themfelveS,  throwing  part  of  their 
goods  overboard  for  the  greater  expedition.  According  to 
Blake's  own  letter,  eight  men  of  war  and  fourteen  or  fixteen 
merchant  (hips  were  taken,  and  the  fight  continued  all  night  *• 

On  Sunday  morning  the  Dutch  were  near  BalkMgn,  where  the 
fight  was  renewed,  but  with  little  efFe£L  Tromp  had  flipped 
away  in  the  dark  with  his  merchant-men  to  Ca^ais^fands,  where 
he  anchored  that  day  with  forty  fail ;  the  wind  favouring  binv^ 
he  thence  tided  it  home,  our  fleet  purfuing  but  flowly;  for 
Blake,  though  he  feared  not  Dutchmen,  yet  dreaded  their  {hal- 
low coafls :  however,  the  captains  Lawfon,  Marten,  and  Gra- 
ver, took  each  a  Dutch  man  of  war;  Fenn  picked  up  many  of 

«"  Heath 'f  chronicle,  p.  an*  Bafnage  annale?  dea  provinces  uniei,  Yol.  I. 
p.  390.  Le  CIcrc,  tome  ii.  liv.  13.  Nctvilk,  tome  Hi.  liv.  x,  ch.  10,  •  Da- 
vick's  bidory  of  the  dvU  wars,  p.  331.    Coke*!  deccQioi^  vol.  ii«  p.  17* 

their 
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their  mercbanNmcn.  On  the  whole,  the  Dutch  had  the  better  the 
firft  day,  loft  ground  the  fecoad,  and  were  clearly  beaten  the 
third.  ^Tbey  loft  eleven  inen  of  war,  (their  own  accounts  fay 
but  nine),  thirty  merchant-men,  1500  men  killed,  and  as  many 
wounded.  As  for  the  Englilh,  they  loft  only  the  Sampfon, 
which  captain  Buttoa,  finding  difabled,  funk  of  his  own  accord; 
as  to  their  men,  it  is  certain  their  lois  was  little  inferior  to  the 
Dutch  K 

It  is  remarkable,  that  in  this  fight  Blake,  who  had  been  long 
m  land-officer,  made  oie  of  a  good  body  of  ibldiers,  and  with  all 
the  fuccefs  he  C9ald  wiOi :  yet  this  is  no  precedent  in  any  but 
fuch  a  war  as  this  was,  fince  thcfe  troops  had  no  time  to  Ian* 
guiih  or  grow  fick,  but  were  engaged  almoft  as  ibon  as  they 
were  put  on  board.  The  people  contributed  readily  and  pleo* 
tifuUy  to  the  relief  of  our  wounded  feamen,  and  the  Dutch  on 
their  fide  complimented  Tromp  on  his  conduA,  which  was  cer- 
tainly  no  more  than  he  deferved**. 

In  the  mean  time  things  went  but  ill  in  the  Streights,  where 
an  Englifii  and  Dutch  fquadron  lay  together  in  the  road  of 
Leghorn.  An  a^on  happened  there  which  deferves  to  be  re*> 
lated,  becaufe  there  appears  as  much  true  bravery  and  maritime 
ikill  in  the  Englifli  officers  who  had  the  misfortune  to  be  beat, 
as  ever  rendered  a  yiCtorj  confpicuous;  and  it  ought  to  bo 
the  bufineis  of  an  hiftorian,  to  celebrate  merit  rather  than 
fuccefs. 

The  Englifh  fquadron  conGfted  of  fix  (hips,  commanded  by 
Commodore  Appleton,  of  the  burden  and  force  exprefied  in  tbo 
following  lift : 


Ships. 

Guns« 

Men. 

The  Leopard, 

Si 

180 

Bonaventure, 

44 

150 

t  Heath's  chronicle,  p.  33;.  Bafntg^  innalei  Hei  prorineet  uniet,  tome  !. 
p.  301.  La  vie  dc  Ruyter,  p.  i.  p.  ix—- >|o.  Hollands  mercuriui  van  Hec  Jaar* 
165 3>  p'  44*  "  Heath's  chronicle,  p.  335.    The  dates  made  «  pre« 

fent  of  a  gold  chuo  to  Van  Tromp  of  the  value  of  two  thoufand  guilders. 
Evertfon  and  de  Rayter  were  gratified  with  fifteen  hondred  guilders  each,  and 
lefler  gratuities  were  bedowcd  oa  other  officers.  Whitlockc's  memorials,  p, 
SIS* 

D  2  Ships. 
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Shq^. 

Qttns. 

VhiH' 

8ainpfiu)| 

3*5 

9« 

licvant^Merc^apff 

i9 

da 

Pilgrim, 

39 

7Q 

M¥7i 

30 

79 

Commodore  Appletqii  copk  this  opportunitf  of  lying  fo  neap 
the  Dutch  fquadron,  to  feqd  three  boats  manned  with  refolute 
icamen<^  and  commanded  by  one  capttix^  Co7»  to  es^ecpte  a  de? 
fign  upon  the  (hip  Phqenix»  which  bjid  been  tal^eo  frpm  tho 
£nglt{h  in  the  rencqutiter  peaf  Eiba^  and  which  at  this  timo 
made  a  p^ft  of  the  enemy^  fquadrop.  '^his  defign  was  nn* 
(lertaken  on  the  ^6th  of  .November  1652,  and  it  fucceeded  fq 
well,  that  the  (hip  being  boarded  by  the  Engliih,  the  Dutch 
were  fo  furprized,  that  they  made  bqt  little  refiftancci  and 
yoimgyap T^ompi  who  commanded ber»  w^s  forced  to  leap 
|nto  the  water  to  avoid  being  taken.  The  zG&Qn  was  perSorm* 
ed  with  inch  expedition,  that  b^ore  the  Dutch,  who  laiy  next 
lier,  were  well  apprised  of  what  bad  happened|  ihe  was  car« 
ried  away.  But  the  great  duke  qf  Tofcany  being  infornied  of 
this  adventure,  and  judging  it  to  be  a  violation  of  the  neutrality 
pf  that  port,  he  ofdered  the  ^gliib  ejther  to  re(lore  th<:  Fhq^ 
ffix,  or  to  depart  l^om  whence.  To  depart  waa  nqt  ^ithput 
danger^  for  Vaii  Gfaleq,  with  the  whole  ft^ength  of  the  enemjr 
^n  thofe  feas,  confi(^ing  of  fptteen  tnen  of  war,  a  fire-fliip,  and 
feveral  ftqut  nierchant  ihips,  (the  crews  of  which  were  offered 
a  ihare  of  the  booty  if  they  would  engage]),  lay  ready  before  th^ 
jiarbpur  to  intercept  thcn^'T, 

^  Whiclocl^e'c  i^emoHalf,  p.  f  ;^.  Coke's  ^ete^iont  T^^  V*  P*  1^*  Man. 
^ey!s  hiftoryofcbe  rebellion^  p.  itfp.  Heath's  chronicle,  p.  330,  331.  The 
mnd  doke,  by  his  lettcr.s  ef  the  feyenth  and  ninth  of  Dooember,  165 »,  •n^ 
more  at  large  Xj  9igoior  Almerie  Saivetti  hit  minifter  in  CngUnd|  complained 
lottdly  of  ihe  Tiolation  of  his  port,  and  of  iV|>pleton's  behaviour  on  that  occa* 
$on»  and  in(\(led  on  a  proper  latisfa<^on.  The  pariiameot  were  {o  highly  of^ 
fendc4  with  the  mircondnA  of  the  oomoiodo^  t^at  they  referred  t^e  whole 
sn alter  to  |he  council  of  ftate»  who  feot  inAinediaee.  o^erf  to  /^ppleton,  to  r6« 
\urn  home  by  la^d,  without  the  leaft  delay;  wrote  «  moft  obliging  anfwer  to 
^e  grand  duke,  which  bears  date  the  X4tl^  of  the  fame  month,  and  which  they 
difpatcbe4  on  parpofe  by  an  exprefs,  te(Kff  ing  their  great  concern  for  the  acci- 
^eou  and  an  a/furance,  that  fuch  a  courfe  (hould  be  taken  with  tbe  com  mo- 
*  dw« 
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Yet  thcf  T9Xkcr  cbofe  to  ma  aU  hazards,  than  to  ddiTtir  up 

the  ihip.    With  this  refolution  diej  difpatched  away  advice  |to 

pminodore  fiod^ey,  who  lay  at  the  Uland  of  £lba  with  two 

men  of  war,  a  ^re-fbip,  sand  the  four  merchant^fliips  which 

were  in  the  former  engagement  with  Van  Galea;  a^  it  was 

agreed  between  the  two  commodoret,  that  Bodley  with  bis 

faaH  f<)ii9Klron|  (though  unfit  for  aftion,  partly  from  the  lofs 

of  men  in  the  late  fight|  partly  on  account  of  the  merchant* 

ihips  uiider  their    convoy,  which  were  }aden  with    fifteen 

hoadred  bales  of  fi^k,  and  other  valuable  goods,)  Ihould  appear 

^bottt  the  time  &Led|  within  iight  of  (legbom,  in  order  to 

funufe  the  Dutch,  ai|d  th^eby,  if  poilible,  to  draw  them  from 

before  the  harbour^  and  fo  open  a  pafiage  for  Appleton  to 

dcape*    According  to  this  agreement,  Qodley,  on  the  ad  of 

^^rch  1653,  ^^^°^  wi(hiQ  fight  of  the  place.    On  the  3d,  he 

piufed  three  or  four  pf  his  beft  failors  to  approach  the  enemyi 

irho  were  ftationed  before  the  pcMt :  whereupon,  their  whole 

fqnadron  (as  was  e^peAed)  ftood  to  fea,  and  ^ave  them  chace« 

This  Appleton  perceiving,  too]c  the  opportunity  to  weigh  and 

come  out }  but  a  }ittle  too  ibon ;  for  the  Dutch  being  aware  of 

their  defign,  immediately  gave  over  (be  chace,  and  tacking 

^bout,  fell  upon  Appleton's  fquadron  with  nine  of  their  men  of 

irar,  while  the  feft  obferved  Bodley^ 

Ac  the  firft  encounter,  an  unfortunate  (hot  from  Van  Galen*s 
(hip  fet  fire  to  the  Bonaveuturei  which  blew  up,  though  not 
unreyenged ;  for  at  the  fame  time  a  ibot  from  that  ihip  broke 
Van  GadeU'S  leg,  of  which  hurt  he  foon  after  died.  In  the 
mean  time,  Appleton  was  attacked  by  two  of  the  Hollanders 
at  once,  againft  whom  he  maintained  a  c^fe  fight  of  four  or 
five  hours,  with  fuch  refolution,  that  both  the  Dutch  (hips  were 
at  length  fo  difs(b}ed,  tb^t  they  fcarce  iired  a  (hot  -,  Van  Galen 

^ore  M  flxmtd  fuflcientlf  ^anUcft  to  all  tl|f  world*  thqr  could  fio  ItTt  brook 
(he  violatioii  of  hit  right,  than  the  tofrinsemefit  of  tbdr  owa  aotborilf,  whici^ 
jiad  been  trampled  npon  io  thit  inftance,  cofitrary  to  thole  repeated  comnaiida 
to  tbdr  chief  p(ljcert  find  captains  art^viag  in  bia  pom,  which  wat  to  cany 
fhcmfdvei  with  the  moft  leTpeOfol  obfcnr^ce  peflible.  And  in  regard  to  (bt 
|hip  PhttDia,  they  promift,  after  hearing  Appleton,  and  farther  conference  with 
his  Te6dent,  to  pronounce  fffb  a  fent^cc  u  (ball  be  ^ecabte  to  jaftice  aad 
e<}iiitf. 

feeing 
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feeing  the  refolution  of  the  Englifh  commodore,  and  going 
(though  defperately  wounded)  to  the  aiEftance  of  his  friendss 
%a8  in  great  danger  by  a  fire-(hip  fent  from  Bodley's  fqua« 
dron. 

But  another  (hip  coming  to  the  afliftance  of  the  Hollanders 
who  were  engaged  with  AppletoU)  they  renewed  the  attack 
with  greater  vigour.  Some  Dutch  writers  report,  that  Apple- 
ton  finding  himfelf  oppreiled  by  fuch  unequal  numbers,  after 
having  made  all  poilible  refiftance,  ran  down,  and  would  have 
blown  up  his  (hip;  but  that,  being  hindered  by  his  feamen,  he 
was  obliged  to  yield.  The  young  Van  Tromp  attacked  the 
Sampfon,  was  beaten  oflF  after  a  dcfperate  fight ;  but  the  Samp- 
fon  was  foon  after  burnt  by  a  fire-Ihip.  The  Levant-Merchant 
being  encountered  by  one  of  the  enemy's  (hips,  beat  her  off^ 
and  ftrande^  her.  But  being  at  laft  taken,  together  with  the 
Pilgrim  (which  had  loft  her  main  and  mizen-mafts  in  the 
fight),  the  Mary,  thus  left  alone,  made  her  efcape,  and  joiqed 
the  neareft  (hips  of  Bodley's  fquadron,  which  put  an  end  to  the 
engagement  '• 

Before  we  can  regularly  return  to  the  events  of  the  war 
nearer  home,  it  is  abfolutely  heceflary  to  take  notice  of  the  great 
change  made  in  our  civil  government  by  Cromwell,  who,  on 
the  2oth  of  April  1653,  entered  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and 
diflblved  the  parliament  by  force'.  An  zCtion  ftupendous  in 
itfelf,  and  which  feems  to  have  ftruck  too  many  of  our  own  and 
of  foreign  hiftorians  with  want  of  difcernment. 

They  attribute  to  Cromwell,  whatever  was  done  after  the 
murder  of  the  king )  and  the  Dutch  hiftorians  particularly  im- 
pute this  war  to  him,  and  amongft  other  reafons  for  his  diifol* 
ving  the  parliament,  make  this  to  have  been  one,  that  he  fuC* 

*  Heath's  chronicle,  p.  337.  WbitIocke*s  memorialf,  p.  551,  S53>  BjA 
aageanoalet  des  provinoci  uaies,  vol.  i.  p.  306,  where  this  writer  tc\U  iii,  cbat 
the  body  of  admiral  Vao  Galeo  was  tranfported  into  Holland,  buried  at  Am. 
(lerdam,  and  a  magoi6cent  monument  ercAed  to  bis  memory,  at  the  ezpence 
oflheftaies.  7   Clarendon's  hift.  of  the  rebellion,  vol.  vi.  p.  478. 

Lodlow*s  memoirs,  vol.  ti.  p.  45^.  Whitl(>cke*s  memorials,  p.  554.  B4tes*s 
ciencnt  motnom,  part  ii.  p.  i6x.  Sir  Philip  Warwick's  memoirs,  p.  367. 
pa{dale*s  iiorc   view    of   the    uoublcs,  p.  405.    BalArode'i  memoirs,  p, 
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peCbcd  they  were  inclined  to  peace  *  ;  whereas,  in  truth,  never 
two  goremmems  were  leis  alike,  than  thofe  of  the  parliament 
and  the  protedor;  the  former  z€tcd  upon  national  principlesf 
the  latter  from  private  views.  The  Dutch  war  was  the  parlia- 
ment's war,  begun  upon  the  old  quarrel,  which  King  Charles 
would  have  profecuted,  had  he  been  able.  It  is  true,  that 
Cromwell  carried  on  the  war,  but  it  was  only  till  his  could  make 
fuch  a  peace  as  ferved  his  turn }  and  our  noble  hiftorian  right* 
ly  obferves,  that  it  was  the  parliament's  perfifting  in  carrying  on 
this  vrar,  that  compelled  Cromwell  to  aA  fooner  than  he  would 
have  done ;  from  his  forefight,  that  if  they  once  conquered  their 
foreign  enemies,  they  would  not  fo  eaftly  be  overturned  at  home 
by  their  own  creatures  *. 

It  muft  be  confeiTed,  that  the  Dutch  did  not  inftantly  receive 
any  great  benefit  from  this  fudden  revolution  ;  but  then  it  mufl 
be  confidered,  that  the  chief  officers  of  the  fleet  concurred  in 
this  meafure.  The  government  of  the  parliament  was  a  go- 
vernment of  order  and  laws,  (however  they  came  by  their  au*- 
thority),  the  government  of  the  general,  afterwards  proteAor^ 
was  entirely  military :  no  wonder,  therefore,  that  both  the  navy 
and  the  army  were  plcafed  with  him*'.  Some  advantage,  how- 
ever, the  enemy  certainly  reaped  from  this  change  in  EngliOi 
afiairs ;  for  Van  Tromp  conveyed  a  great  fleet  of  merchant-men 
of  the  north,  (for  they  were  now  forced  to  try  that  rout  rather  than 
the  channel)  and  though  our  navy  followed  him  to  the  height 
of  Aberdeen,  yet  it  was  to  no  purpofe  :  he  efcaped  them  both 
going  and  coming  back,  which  gave  him  an  opportunity  of 
coming  into  the  Downs,  making  fome  prizes,  and  battering 
Dover-caftle  *.    This  fcene  of  triumph  lafted  but  a  bare  week  j 

z  Bafnage  annalet  des  proviDcet  nniet,  Yol.  s.  p.  303.  and  the  fame  error 
rant  through  all  tke  Datch  hiftorians,  *   Clarendon's  hid.  vol.  tu 

p.  464.  where  he  provea,  that  Cromwell  was  never  heartily  inclined  to  the 
Dutch  war,  and  p.  47 tf.  where  be  (hews  what  the  caufes  were  which  haAeoed 
CronweK  in  the  execution  of  his  proJ9^,  h  Hear  h*s  chronicle,  p.  339,  340. 

Warwick's  memoirs,  compared  with  Whitlocke.  Cromwell  received  the  mofk 
iattering  addreflles  from  almofl  all  parts  of  the  united  kingdom  for  dilTolvin; 
the  parliament :  hot  none  appeared  more  hetrty  in  their  congraruiations,  or 
profeHed  greater  fubmiflion,  than  the  officers  of  the  army  and  navy.  Davics*s 
hiilory  of  the  civil  wart,  p.  333.  ^  Clarendon's  hift.  of  the  rebellion,  vol. 

vi.  p.  487.     T)avie*'s  hid.  ofthc  civil  viar<,  p.  u6.     V/hitLckc*.  atsmoriaU,  p. 

for 
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for  Tromp  came  thither  on  the  26th  of  May,  and  on  the  kft  ' 
of  that  month  he  had  inteiligence»  that  Monk  and  Deanei^ 
who  commanded  the  EngtUh  fleet,  were  approaching  <<,  and 
that  their  whole  fleet  confifted  of  ninety^fiTe  (ail  of  men  of 
War,  and  five  fire^fhips.  The  Dutch  had  ninety-eight  men  of 
war,  and  fix  firc'-fliips,  and  both  fleets  were  commanded  hf 
men  the  moft  remarkable  for  courage  and  conduct  in  either  na« 
tk>n  ;  fo  that  it  was  generally  conc^iTcd  this  battle  would  prott 
decifive* 

On  the  2d  of  June  in  the  morning,  the  Englilh  fleet  difoo^r^ 
ed  the  enemy,  whom  they  immediately  attacked  with  great  Ti« 
gour.  The  a£lion  began  about  eleven  o'clock,  and  the  firft 
broadGde  from  the  enemy  carried  off  the  brave  admiral  Dcane^ 
whofe  body  was  almoft  cut  in 'two  by  a  chain-ihot.  Monk, 
with  much  prefence  of  mind,  covered  his  body  with  his  cloak  '  t 
and  here  appeared  the  wifdomof  having  both  admirals  on  board 
the  fame  fhip ;  for  as  no  flag  was  taken  in,  the  fleet  had  no 
notice  of  this  accident,  but  the  fight  continued  with  the  fame 
warmth  dB  if  it  had  not  happened.  The  bine  fqaadron  charged 
through  the  enemy,  and  rear-admiral  Lawfon  bid  fair  for  taking 
de  Ruyter ;  and  after  he  was  obliged  to  leave  his  fhip,  funk  an* 
other  of  forty-two  guns,  commanded  by  captain  BuUer.  The 
fight  continued  very  hot  till  three  o'clock,  when  the  Dutch  fell 
into  great  confudon,  and  Tromp  faw  bimfelf  obliged  to  make  a 
kind  of  running  fight  till  nine  in  the  evening,  when  a  flout  fhip, 
commanded  by  Cornelius  Van  Velfen,  blew  up.  This  increafed 
the  confternation  in  which  they  were  before  j  and  though  Tromp 
ofed  every  method  in  his  power  to  oUige  the  oflicers  to  do  their 
duty,  and  even  fired  upon  fuch  fhips  as  drew  out  of  the  line^ 
yet  it  was  to  no  purpofe,  but  rather  ferved  to  increafe  their  mis« 
fortune.  In  the  night  Blake  arrived  in  the  Englifh  fleet,  with 
a  fquadron  of  eighteen  fhips,  and  fo  had  his  fhare  in  the  fecond 
day's  engagements 

d  Heath's  chrootde,  p.  344.  <6iimble*«  life  of  genertl  Monk, 

p.  59.  f  ClareiKlon*!  hiftonr  of  the  rebelltoo,  vol.  vi.  p.  487.    AITbU* 

lockers  memoriaU,  p.  5s  7*  JLudIow*s  memoirs,  vol.  n.  p.  466*  Coka'f  detect 
don,  vol.  iu  p.  34*  Daviet*f  bidoiy  of  the  civil  wars,  p.  337.  I  have  likewifc 
confultcd  Monk's  letter,  printed  in  the  proceedings  of  the  partianieot  called  by 
the  authority  of  general  Cromwell  in  itf53i  F«  *1»  Thorloc't  (late  papers |  Vol.  1. 
p.  l6$, 

Tromp 


DuiiMG     fBk    CIVIL    WAR.  33 

Tromp  did  all  that  was  confiftent  with  his  honoar  to  avoid 
ISghtfng  the  tiett  day ;  but  he  would  not  do  more>  fo  that  the 
Englifh  fleet  came  up  with  them  again  by  eight  in  the  monuag, 
and  engaged  with  the  Utmoft  fury:  the  battle  c6ntinued  very, 
hoc  for  about  four  hours^  and  vice-admiral  Penn  boarded  Tromp 
twice*  and  had  tiken  hlm^  if  he  had  not  been  feafonably  relie* 
^d  by  de  Witie  and  de  Ruy^n  At  laft  the  Dutch  fell  agaia 
into  confafion»  whijch  was  fo  great,  that  a  plain  flight  quickly 
followed  \  and,  inftead  6f  trufting  to  their  arms*  diey  fought 
ihelter  on  the  flat  coaft  of  Newport^  from  whence,  with  diffi- 
culty enough,  they  efcaped  to  Zealand.  Our  writers  agrees 
that  the  Dutch  bad  fix  of  their  beft  (hips  fuflk,  two  blown  upt 
and  eleven  taken ;  fix  of  their  principal  captains  were  made  pri* 
jlbner^  and  upwards  of  fifteen  hundred  men.  Amoog  the  (hips 
before  mentioned  one  was  a  vice,  and  two  were  rear-admirals  t. 
The  Dutch  biftorians,  indeed,  confeft  the  loft  but  of  eight  men  of 
War.  On  our  fide»  admiral  Deanc  and  one  captain  were  all  the 
jperions  of  note  killed:  of  private  men  there  were  but  few,  and 
not  a  fliip  Was  miffing }  fo  that  a  more  figna}  victory  could  fcarce 
be  iriicatned^  or  indeed  deflred.  Befide8>  the  enemy's  (hips  were 
now  blocked  up  in  their  ports  i  and  the  fight  of  a  foreign  fleet 
now  at  their  doors  had  this  farther  bad  confequence,  that  it  ex^- 
cited  dodleftic  tumults.  We  need  not  wonder,  then,  that  the 
Dutch^  whilft  in  fuch  circumftances^  fent  ambafladors  into  £ng« 
land  to  negociate  a  peace  almoft  on  any  terms  ^    Thefe  Crom- 

I  Hetth^ft  cbronidev  p*  S4S*  Sir  PMlip  Wfervick*i  ■aemoirs,  p.  3^.  Man-' 
ley'f  htftory  of  che  rebeUion,  p.  %6i»  Bates's  elencas  motuum,  part  ii.  Gua« 
ble*i  life  of  Monk,  p.  60,  61.  See  Van  Tromp*s  letter  to  the  flates  in  Tbur* 
loe*i  ftate  papers,  vol.  i.  p.  270.  See  the  letters  feiiC  bf  the  dates  to  their  oii« 
niAert  it  foreign  courtf,  dated  Hafue^  June  itf,  itf5|.  In  the  fame  culleAioo, 
^.  17  J.  Mcrcuriui  politicas,  (a  paper  of  thofe  times),  K^.  258.  p.  15 iff,  aix;. 
Echard,  p.  705.     Keanet,  vol.  iii,  p.  aoS.     R«pin,  and  other  hillorians. 

k  Bafnage  atinales  des  provinces  unies,  vol.  i.  p.  308,  309.  Le  Clerc  hiftoire 
det  proviaces  anies,  torn.  ii.  liv.  xiii.  Kcuvilie  hUloire  de  Hollande,  torn.  iii. 
iiV.  z.  chap.  xi.  xii.  La  vie  de  Rtojter,  pan  i,  p.  30,  There  are  innumerable 
ketteri  In  the  6rft  volamc  of  Tburioe*s  ft  ate  papers,  which  dcTcribe  the  in  finite 
imeafinefs  the  dates  ilnd  people  were  onder  at  feeing  their  ports  blocked  up.  The 
khany  tamalts  and  other  diforders  In  the  different  towns  occafioned  thereby,  and 
che  ^itat  patns  ukcn  by  the  Dutch  miniAer  in  England,  as  appears  alfo  by  their 
iMtcrSy  to  conclodc  a  peace.    8cc  p.  xp3,  294,  195,  307,  5»5— 3«8,  334,  340, 

34t. 
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well  received  with  haugbtinefs  enough,  talked  high)  aad  a£Rmi» 
«d  to  himfclf  the  credit  of  former  viflories,  in  which  he  could 
have  little  (hare  ^,  but  of  which  he  very  ablj  availed  himfelf 
now. » 

The  ftates^  however,  were  fiar  from  tmfting  intirely  to  nego* 
eiationsy  but,  at  the  time  they  treated,  laboured  with  tbc  utmoft 
diligen<:e  to  repair  their  paft  lo({es,  and  to  fit  out  a  new  fieet» 
'Phis  was  a  very  difficuh  taik ;  and,  in  order  to  cffe&  it,  they 
were  forced  to  raife  the  feamen's  wages,  though  their  trade  was 
at  a  full  ftop :  they  came  down  iii  perfon  to  their  ports,  and  iaw 
their  men  embarked,  and  advanced  them  wages  before»hand  ;. 
and  promifed  them,  if  they  would  fight  once  again,  they  would 
never  afk  them  to  fightmore*^. 

Tet  all  this  would  hardly  have  done,  if  the  induftry  of  de 
Witte,  in  equipping  their  new-built  (hips,  and  the  care  and  (kill 
of  Van  Tromp  in  refitting  their  old  ones,  and  encouraging  the 
feamen,  had  not  contributed  more  than  all  the  other  methods 
that  were  taken  to  the  fetting  out  a  fre(h  fleet,  of  upwards  of 
ninety  (hips,  in  the  latter  end  of  July,  a  thing  admired  then^ 
and  fcarce  credible  now.  Thefe  were  vidualled  for  five  months  ; 
and  the  feheme  hid  down  by  the  ftates  was  this,  that  to  force 
the  EngKfii  fleet  to  leave  their  ports,  this  navy  of  theirs  (hould 
come  and  block  up  ours.  But  firft  it  was  refoived.  Van  Tromp 
fiiould  fail  to  the  motith  of  the  Texel,  where  de  Ruyter,  with 
twenty-five  fail  of  ftout  (hips,  Was  kept  in  by  the  Engllfh  fleets 
in  order  to  try  if  they  might  not  be  provoked  to  leave  their 
ftation,  and  give  the  Dutch  fquadron  thereby  an  opportunity  of 
coming  out  K 

On  the  29th  of  July  1653,  the  Dutch  fleet  appeared  in  fight 
of  the  Englifli,  upon  which  the  latter  did  their  tttmo(i  to  engage 
them :  but  Van  Tromp,  having  in  view  the  releaie  of  de  Witte, 
rather  than  fighting,  kept  off;  (b  that  it  was  feven  at  night  be- 
fore general  Monk  in  the  Reiirfution,  with  about  thirty  (hips^ 

\  Clafeodon'fi  hiftovy  of  the  rebelUon^  v&l.  ▼!•  p,  487,  48a.     BafMge  anaalet 
«ks  pFo^incet  sniesy  vol.  f.  p.  3"*  ^  Hcach*s  chronicle,  p.  ^46^    Thur- 

)oe*s  (latt  papen»  ¥ol.-  i.  p.  301,  307,  31;,  367.  ^  Bafhage  tDOalcs  det 

provinces  unies,  torn.  i.  p.  308,  3i>.  Le  Glera  hifloire  das  proTinoes  unief^ 
torn.  ii.  Itv.  xiii.  p.  3,>4.  NeuviUa  hiftoke  de  Holltnde,  torn.  iii.  chap*  yiu 
Clarendon's  hxRotj  of  the  rebellion,  voL  vi.  p*  488.  Thurloe's  ftate  pip«r«« 
vol,  i.  p.  359,  364,  3y». 
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great  «nd  fmall,  came  up  with  thcin»  and  charged  through  their 
fleet.  It  growing  dark  foon  after^  there  pafled  nothing  more 
chat  night,  Monk  failing  to  the  fbuth,  and  Van  Tromp  to  the 
northward,  and  this  not  being  fufpe£led  bf  the  EngliOi,  he  both 
joined  de  Witte's  fquadron  and  gained  the  weather-gage  ^.  The 
next  daf  proving  very  foul  and  windy,  the  iea  ran  fo  high  that 
jt  was  impoflible  for  the  fleets  to  engage,  the  Engliih  particular- 
ly finding  it  hard  enough  to  avoid  running  upon  the  enemy's 
coafts  °. 

On  Sunday  July  31,  the  weather  being  become  favourable^ 
both  fleets  engaged  with  terrible  fury.  The  battle  lafted  at  lead: 
eight  hours,  and  was  the  moft  hard  fought  of  any  that  had  hap* 
pened  throughout  the  war.  The  Dutch  fire-fhips  were  mana- 
ged with  great  dexterity,  many  of  the  large  vefTcIs  in  the  £ng- 
Ufli  fleet  were  in  the  utmoft  danger  of  perifhing  by  them ;  and 
the  Triumph  was  fo  effedlually  fired,  that  moft  of  her  crew 
threw  themielves  into  the  fea,  and  yet  thoie  few  who  ftaid  be* 
hind  were  fo  lucky  as  to  put  it  out^.  Lawfon  engaged  de  Ruy* 
ter  briflcly,  killed  and  wounded  above  half  his  men,  and  fo  dil* 
abled  his  (hip  that  it  was  towed  out  of  the  fleet ;  yet  the  admi- 
ral did  not  leave  the  battle  fo,  but  returned  in  a  galliot,  and 
went  on  board  another  ihip.  About  noon,  Van  Tromp  was 
(hot  through  the  body  with  a  muiket  bail,  as  he  was  giving  or- 
ders ^»  This  miferahly  difcouraged  his  countrymen,  fo  that  by 
two  they  began  to  fly  in  great  confufion,  having  but  one  flag 
ftanding  amongft  them.  The  lighteft  frigates  in  the  £ngli(h 
fleet  purfued  them  clofely,  till  the  Dutch  admiral,  perceiving 
they  were  but  fmall,  and  of  no  great  ftrength,  turned  his  helm 

m  Heath's  chronicle,  p.  34S,  347.  Proceedingi  of  the  parliament,  A.  D. 
ftf53,  p.  28.  Clarendon's  hiftory  of  the  rebellion,  vol.  »i.  p.  488.  \Vhii» 
locke*s  meiDorials,  p.  $^%,  ^  Heath*«  chronicle,  p.  347.     Davies't 

h!ftorf  of  the  civil  wan,  p.  337.     Gnmblc's  life  of  Monk.  °  CUrendon. 

Whitlocke.    Sir  Philip  Warwick's  memoirs,  p.  366.  P  Clarendon's  hi(l« 

of  the  rebellion,  vol.  tI*  p.  488,  489.  Whitlocke'i  meroortals,  p.  s6%,  Lud* 
low's  memoirs,  vol.  ii.  p.  468.  Coke's  deteAion,  vol.  ii,  p.  35.  Bates's  elea* 
COS  motttami  part  ii.  p.  176.  Manley's  hiftory  of  the  rebellion,  p.  %6B,  Skin* 
ner*8  life  of  general  Monk,  p,  48.  See  the  joornal  of  vice-admiral  de  Witt* 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  fleet,  written  with  his  own  hand  to  the  dates,  dated 
nth  Auguft,  itf$3,  N.  S.  in  Tburloe's  collection,  vol.  i,  p.  39%.  t^even  Van 
Tromp,  part  iii,    Vie  de  Raytcr,  part  i.  p.  31,  33. 

•    E  a  and 
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and  refdved  to  engage  them ;  tnit  foxne  bigger  fliips  coming  i^ 
to  their  affiftance,  the  Dutchman  wa$  taken  ^.  It  was  night  bj: 
that  time  their  fcattered  fl^et  recovered  the  Texel.  The  Englifi^ 
fearing  their  flats,  rode  yery  warily  about  fix  leagues  off. 

This  was  a  terrible  Uow  to  the  Dutcb»  of  whom,  according 
tp  Monk'^  letter,  no  lefs  than  thirty  (hip$  were  loft;  but,  hma 
better  intelligence,  it  appeared  that  four  of  thefe  had  efcaped, 
two  into  a  port  of  Zealand,  and  twp  into  Hamburgh  ^  Their 
loft,  however,  was  yery  great :  five  captains  were  taken  prifon* 
ers,  and  between  four  and  five  thoufand  men  killed,  twenty^fix 
ihips  of  war  either  burnt  or  funk.  On  the  fide  of  the  Englilh 
there  were  two  fliips  onlyj  wz.  the  Oak  and  the  Hunter  frigate 
burnt,  fix  captains  killed,  and  upwards  of  five  hundred  ieamen* 
There  were  alfo  fix  captains  wounded,  and  about  eight  hundred 
private  men  •.  The  Dutch  writers  difpute  many  of  thefe  points, 
and  fome  of  them  will  not  allow  that  they  loft  above  nine  fbips. 
The  contrary  of  this,  however,  appears  from  de  Witte's  Icttcf. 
to  the  ftates,  wherein  he  owns  many  more ;  confefies,  that  he 
had  made  a  very  precipitate  retreat,  for  which  he  aligns  two 
reafons ;  firft,  that  the  beft  of  their  fhips  were  miferaUy  fhat* 
teredy  and  next,  that  many  of  his  officers  had  behaved  like 
poltrons^ 

Some  yery  fingular  circumftances  attended  this  extraordinary 
7i£tory,  and  defcrve  therefore  to  be  mentioned.  There  were 
feveral  merchant-men  in  the  fleet,  and  Monk,  finding  pccafion 
to  employ  them,  thought  proper  to  fend  their  captains  to  each 
other's  ihips,  in  order  to  take  oS  their  concern  for  their  owner^ 
yeflels  and  cargoes}  a  fcheme  which  anfwered  his  purpofc 

<l  He«th*s  chronid^,  p.  349*  ^  See  Monk*«  letter  printed  in  the  pro* 

cecdings  of  the  parliament  of  \hn  year,  and  which  wu  written  the  very  even* 
ing  of  the  fight,  viz.  July   31,   iff53.     Gnmble'i  life  of  Monk,   p.  67,  68. 

*  '>Xr'hitIocke*s  mennoriaU,  p.  56%,  $^4*  Daviet's  hiflory  of  the  civil  wars,  p. 
338.  Clarendoii*!  hiftory  of  the  rebellion,  vol.  vi.  p.  489.  Baicj's  cJencm 
motnnm,  part  ii.  Heath*j  chronicle,  p.  348.  Eehard,  Kennet,  Rapin,  and  th« 
ref^  of  our  hiiloriani.  t  Bafnafe  annales  des  provmctk  aniei,  toroe  t, 

p.  ^13,  ^14.  Leeven  Van  Tromp,  p.  14a.  See  de  Witte*»  jonroal  before  cited, 
wherein  he  tells  the  ftites,  among  other  things,  he  had  difcovercd,  to  his  great 
ycaarion,  that  divers  of  the  captains  bad  retired  ont  of  the  reach  of  the  enemy 'a 
canncn,  mf  well  in  this  engagement  as  formerly;  and  intimates,  that  if  they  had 
been  h»tiged  for  behaving  To  before,  they  had  not  bad  it  in  tbcir  power  to  have 
aOid  the  fame  p«>ns  oyer  again. 

pcrfeftly 
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fofoBdy  well,  no  fliips  in  the  fleet  behaving  better*.  He 
|iad  likewife  obferred)  that  in  moft  engagements  mnch  time  an4 
many  opportunities  were  loft,  by  taking  fliips  and  fending  them 
into  harbour  i  and  confidering  that  ftiU  greater  incopveniencie^ 
muft  arife  from  their  neameis  to  the  enemy's  coafit  and  diftance 
from  their  own,  he  iflued  his  orders  in  the  beginning  of  the 
^ghty  that  they  (bould  n6t  either  gi?e  or  take  quarter  $  wiiich, 
liowerer,  were  not  fo  ftriAly  obferved^  but  that  twelve  hon^ 
^ired  Dutchmen  were  taken  out  of  the  fea,  while  their  fliips 
were  finking  ^. 

General  Monk  himfelf  was  fo  a£kive,  that,  in  his  letter  to 
Cromwell,  dated  the  ad  of  Auguft  1653,  he  takes  notice,  that 
<if  five  Dutch  flags  that  if  ere  flying  at  the  beginning  of  the  figbti, 
he  had  the  good  fortune  to  bring  down  three,  viz.  tbofe  of 
Tromp,  Evertfon,  and  de  Ruyter'  $  and  fo  long  he  continued 
in  the  heat  of  the  difpute,  that  his  fliip,  the  Refolution,  was  at 
)aft  towed  out  of  the  line :  and,  indeed,  moft  of  the  great  vef« 
fels  had  been  fo  roughly  handled,  that  there  was  no  continuing 
on  the  enemy's  coaft  any  longcr^^  without  danger  of  their  fink- 
ing- 

The  parliament  then  fitting,  who  were  of  Cromwell's  appoint- 
ment, uppn  the  8th  of  Auguft,  1653  ;  ordered  gold  chains  to  be 
fent  to  the  generals  Blake  and  Monk,  and  likewife  to  vice-ad- 
miral Penn,  and  rear-admiral  Lawfon ;  they  fent  alfo  chains  to 
the  reft  of  the  flag-officers,  and  medals  to  the  captains.  The 
^5th  of  Auguft  was  appointed  for  a  day  of  folemn  thankfgiving  ^; 
and.  Monk  being  then  in  town,  Cromwell,  at  a  great  feaft  in 
the  city,  put  the  gold  chain  about  his  neck,  and  obliged  him  to 
wear  it  all  dinner-time  "•  As  for  the  ftates,  they  fupported  their 
lo(s  with  inetpreflible  courage  and  conftancy ;  they  buried  Tromp 
yery  magnificently  at  the  public  expence  *,  and,  as  foon  as  the 

return 

»  Heith*«  chronicle,  p.  348,  v  Gninble^s  life  of  Monk,  p.  61,  <  Pro- 
CM^ingf  of  the  parlument,  p.  33.  where  there  is  an  eitraO  only;  bat  I  htve 
Icen  a  copy  of  the  entire  letter.  T  Whitlocke*s  memorialf ,  p.  stf|,  564. 

JDavies'i  hiftory  of  the  civil  wart,  p.  338.  Mauley*!  hiftory  of  the  rebelUon, 
p.  X69,    Parliamentary  proceedings^  p.  39,  4$*  *  Gamble's  life  of  Monk* 

p.  77*  *  Bafoage  annales  del  provinces  unlet,  tome  1.  p*  315,  31^.  Le  Clerc 
hiftoiredes  provinces  anies,  tome  ii,  liv.  xtii.  Neuville  hiftoirede  Hollande,  tome 
lit.  p.  83.    Varions  medals  were  ftruck  by  order  of  the  (lata  to  pcfpciuate  to  lat- 

cil 
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return  of  the  Eogliih  fleet  pennitted,  fimt  de  Witte  with  a  fleet 
•of  fifty  men  of  war  and  five  fire-fhips  to  the  Sound,  in  order  to 
convoy  home  a  fleet  of  300  merchant-men,  there  afliembled  firom 
<lifierent  quaners  >>• 

This  he  performed  very  happily,  though  the  Englifli  fleet  did 
all  that  was  poffible  to  intercept  him :  but  the  joy,  which  the 
Dutch  conceived  upon  this  occafion,  viras  ibon  qualified  by  acci^ 
dents  of  another  ibrt ;  for  an  Englifli  fquadron,  falling  in  with 
a  large  fleet  of  mercbant-men  in  the  mouth  of  the  Ulie,  took 
moft  of  them,  and  admiral  Lawfon,  failing  to  the  north,  de- 
ilroyed  their  berring'fifliing  for  that  year,  and  dtber  took  or 
iunk  moft  of  the  frigates  fent  to  proted  them;  befides,  a  great 
fiorm  drove  twelve  or  thirteen  of  their  beft  men  of  war  from 
their  anchors,  (o  that«  running  on  fliore^  tbey  were  loft  ^ 

The  negociation  carried  on  by  the  Dutch  mtnifters  at  London 
met  at  firft.with  many  difficulties.  The  terms  prefcribed  were 
in  number  many,  and  in  thek-  nature' hard,  infomuch  that  it  is 
icarce  to  be  conceived,  that  the  Dutch  could  ever  have  fubmit- 
tcd  to  them;  but  an  accident  (if  indeed  the  eSe£k  of  Cromwell's 
intrigues  ought  to  be  called  fo)  delivered  them  out  of  their  di& 
trefs.  The  parliament  on  the  12th  of  December,  1653,  took  a 
iudden  refolution  of  delivering  up  their  power  to  him  from  whom 
it  came,  viz.  the  lord-general  Cromwell,  who  foon  after  took 
upon  him  the  fuprememagiftracy,  under  the  title  of  Frote£lor<i. 
He  quickly  admitted  the  Dutch  to  a  treaty  upon  fofter  conditions, 
though  he  aSefled  to  make  ufe  of  high  terms,  and  to  behave  to- 
wards their  ambafladors  with  a  great  deal  of  haughtinefs,  which^ 


<{l  pofterity  the  great  and  gallant  a^«ns  of  this  difKngutfhed  hero,  independent 
of  (he  fninptuoua  monument  ereAed  to  hie  memory  in  the  charcb  of  Delft.  They 
jpainted  him  after  death  with  a  laurel  crown,  as  foppofing  him  viAorious  over 
the  Englifh.  Hymns,  fongs,  elegant  poems,  were  wrote  in  his  praife  by  the  moft 
celebrated  wits  of  thofe  times.  Nothing  was  omitted  by  the  Dutch  nation  that 
could  tcftify  the  great  lofs  they  had  fof^ained,  or  manifeft  the  people's  gratitude. 
Gerard  Van  Loon  hid.  roetalHqae  des  pays  bays,  tome  ii.  p.  364.  h  Whit- 

locke's  memorials,  p.  5^4,  568.  Bafnage  annales  des  provinces  unies,  tome  i. 
p.  517.  c  Heath*s  chronicle,  p.  49.  Whttlocke's  memorials,  p.  564.  Bafi 
rage  annales  des  province*  unies,  tome  i.  p.  317.  d  Clarendon's  hiftory  •f 

<he  rebellion,  voL  vt.  p.  484, 485.  Heaths  chronicle,  p.  3^3.  Whitlocke*s  me- 
morials, p.  570.  Ludlow's  memoirs,  vol.  ii.  p.  474.  Dngdale*s  Ibbrt  view  of 
the  late  troubles,  p*  411.    Thurloc*s  ftate  papers,  voL  i.  p.  637. 

for 
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tor  the  fake  of  their  country's  intereft,  they  knew  well  enough 
how  to  bear. 

This  treaty  ended  in  a  peace,  which  was  made  the  4th  of 
Aprilj  1654.  In  this  negociation  the  coalition,  upon  which  the 
parliament  had  infifted,  was  entirely  dropped.  No  mention  at  all 
was  made  of  our  fole  right  to  fi&ing  on  our  own  coaft,  or  any 
annual  tribute  fecured  to  us  for  the  Dutch  fi(hing  in  our  feas» 
which  had  been  aAually  paid  to  King  Charles,  and  was  offered 
to  the  parliament ;  though  Cromwell,  becaufe  his  adminiftratioa 
fiood  in  need  of  a  peace,  thought  fit  to  difpenfe  with  it.  He 
likewife  gave  up  all  claim  to  the  fearching  Dutch  ihips,  which 
the  parliament  had  rigoroufly  inCfied  on.  The  right  of  limiting. 
the  number  of  their  Ihips  of  war  was  another  of  their  articles 
that  he  oTerlooked  ^  neither  did  be  oblige  them  to  grant  the 
Engltfli  a  free  navigation  on  the  river  Scheld^.  But  it  is  now 
time  to  fee  the  terms  to  which  he  held  them. 

It  was  in  the  firft  place  ftipulated,  that  fuch  as  could  be  found 
of  the  perfons  concerned  in  the  mailacre  at  Amboyna  fliould  be 
delivered  up  to  juftice.  This  was  very  fpecious,  and  calculated 
to  give  the  people  a  high  idea  of  the  protedor's  patriotifm,  who 
thus  compelled  the  Dutch  to  make  fatisfaflion  for  an  ofFcncCt 
which  the  two  former  kings  could  never  bring  them  to  acknow- 
ledge.  But,  as  this  article  was  never  executed,  fo  we  may  rea- 
fonably  conclude,  that  the  Dutch  knew  the  prote£lor's  mind 
before  they  made  him  this  boafted  conceffion.  They  acknow- 
ledged  the  dominion  of  the  £ngli(h  at  fea  by  confenting  to  itrike 
the  flag,  fubmitred  to  the  aA  of  navigation,  undertook  to  give 
the  £aft  India  Company  fatisfa£tion  for  the  lofTes  they  had  fuf- 
tained,  and  by  a  private  article  bound  themfelves  never  to  dc£t 
any  of  the  houfe  of  Orange  to  the  dignity  of  ftadtholder^. 

Thus,  taking  all  things  together,  this  ought  rather  to  be  con* 
fidered  as  a  clofe  conjunffcion  between  the  new  prote£lor  of 
England  and  the  Louveflein  fa£lion  in  Holland,  than  an  alliance 

«  Hearh'f  chronicle,  p.  357.  DaTics's  hiftory  of  the  civil  war«,  p.  337.  Liid- 
low*f  memoirs,  vol.  it.  p.  487.  Whiuoekc's  mcraorial<,  p.  $83.  Sir  Ph)]:p 
'Warwick's  mcoMUS,  p.  371.  Bates**  ciencus  mocaiim,  part  ii.  p,  175.  Gumhlc's 
Ufe  of  Mook,  p.  74.  ^Fi«g<ei!um,  or  the  life  and  death  of  Oiiver  Cromweii,  p. 
t47*    Tharl6e*«  ilate-papers,  vo).  i.  and  ii.  f  Ciatcndon's  biflory  of  the 

rebellion,  vol.  vi.  p.  489.     Corp«  dipioiU3i:^ue  du  dt'A:  de>  gens,  tome  vi.  part 
»i.  p.  74'— 80- 

between 
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between  the  two  nations :  for,  though  it  be  true  that  ibme  te* 
gard  was  had  in  this  treaty  to  the  honour  and  intereft  of  Eng^ 
land,  yet,  confidering  our  fuccefs  in  that  war,  and  the  fituation 
things  were  in  at  the  conclufion  of  it,  there  can  be  nb  rcaibn  tcf 
doubt,  that,  if  the  parliament,  which  begun  the  war,  had  cndU 
cd  it,  they  would  have  done  it  upon  much  better  terms  in  refycSb 
both  to  profit  and  glory. 

Hoftllities  between  the  two  ftates  had  not  continued  quite  two 
years,  and  yet  in  that  time  the  Englifh  took  no  lefs  than  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  prizes,  valued  by  the  Dutch  themfelvet 
at  fixty-two  millions  of  guilders,  or  near  fix  millions  Sterlings 
On  the  contrary,  thofe  taken  by  the  Dutch  could  not  amount  to 
the  fourth  part  cither  in  number  or  value.  Within  that  fpace  the 
Englifh  were  viflorious  in  no  lefs  than  five  general  battles,  fom6 
of  which  were  of  feveral  days ;  whereas  the  Hollanders  cannot 
juftly  boaft  of  having  gained  one ;  for  the  adion  between  de 
Ruyter  and  Ayfcue,  in  which  they  pretended  fome  advantage^ 
was  no  general  fight,  and  the  advantage  gained  by  Tromp  in 
the  Downs  is  owned  to  have  been  gained  over  a  part  only  of  th^ 
Englifh  fleet.  As  ihort  as  this  quarrel  was,  it  brought  tb6 
Dutch  to  greater  extremities  than  their  fourfcorc  years  war  with 
Spain,  The  flates  fhewed  great  wifdom  in  one  po]nt«  viz.  in* 
eluding  their  ally  the  king  of  Denmark  in  this  treaty,  by  under* 
taking  that  either  he  or  they  fhould  make  fatisfaflion  for  the 
Englifh  (hips  which  had  been  feized  at  the'  beginning  rf  the 
war  in  his  port «. 

The  rupture  between  France  and  England  ftill  continued,  oui^ 
fliips  of  war  taking,  finking,  or  burning  theirs  where^ever  they 
met  them,  and  the  French  privateers  diflurbing  our  commerce  aa 
much  as  they  were  able  ^..  An  attempt  was  made  by  the  French 
miniflry  to  have  got  France,  as  well  as«  Denmark,  included  in 
the  peace  made  with  the  ftates :  but  Cromwell  would  not  heai^ 
of  this,  becaufe  he  knew  how  to  oaake  his  advantage  of  the  dif* 


C  Verwerd  Earopa,  p.  ii».  Tntereft  van  Holland,  p.  34.  fiafoage  ahnales  deft 
provinces  aoiet,  vol.  i.  p.  335.  Le  Clerc  hid.  dcs  provintes  Jinies^  tome  ii. 
Isv.  xiii.  p.  340—348*  Nruville  tiid.  de  Holland«,  tome  iii.  p.  87.  Aiiacma  zaa* 
ken  van  flaat  en  oorl,  iii.  deel.  fol.  804 — 931.  Whitlocke^a  memortaJi,  p.  ^bp* 
k  Clareodon**  blAory  of  clic  rebellion,  vol.  vi.  p.'  504.  Wbitlotke's  memorials^ 
P«  583*  584*  5P<>«    fieadi*s  chronicle,  p.  35^^  357, 

ficulties 
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iScuhies  the  Frenth  .then  hbotired  under  another  way ;  in  which 
lie  facceedcd  perlcEtly  well»  obliging  them  in  165;  to  fubmit  to 
his  town  terms^  and  to  gire  up  the  Interefts  of  the  royal  fiamily^ 
tiotwithftanding  their  near  relation  to  the  houfe  of  Bourbon. 
He  likewife  obtained  a  very  advahtagepus  treaty  of  commerce ; 
and  withi9ut  qneftioii  his  condu£l  with  regard  to  France  would 
have  deikrted  commendationy  if^  for  the  fake  bf  feturing  his 
own  govemment^  he  had  not  entered  too  readily  into  the  views 
of  cardinal  Maxarine^  and  thereby  tbntribiited  to  tbie  aggran- 
dizing of  a  power  which  has  been  tenrible  to  Europe  eVer  fince  * 
and  which  he  might  have  reduced  within  juft  bounds,  if  he  had 
fo  ple^edi 

He  did  not  difcover  his  ititentiotis  in  this  rctptCt  all  at  once^ 
but  by  degrees  only^  and  as  they  became  necefTary.  He  afieAed 
to  have  his  frlrnd(hip  earneftly  foltcited  both  by  France  and 
Spain^  and  even  declared  publicly^  that  he  would  give  it  to  the 
court  which  defierved  beft^  or,  in  plain  terms,  bid  higheft  for  it  K 
The  firft  figh  of  his  recOncililtioh  to  the  French^  was  the  refto- 
ting  the  fiiips  taken  by  Blake^  with  provifions  and  ammunitjon 
for  the  garrifoil  of  Dunkirk  \  and  yet  nothing  of  confidence  ap- 
peared then  between  the  cardinal  and  him,  though  it  is  general!/ 
fuppofed,  that  the  primary  as  well  as  principal  inftigation  to  the 
Bpanifh  war  came  from  him,  who  gaVe  the  protestor  to  under^ 
ibmd,  that  the  Englifh  maritime  foixe  could  not  be  better  em- 
ploywl  thati  ill  conquering  paft  of  the  Spanifh  Wed  Indies, 
^hile  Pranc^  attacked  the  fanle  crown  iii  Europe  i  and,  to  pur- 
rbafe  hb  afliftancei  i^ould  readily  reUnquiih  the  royal  family, 

1  Cto&doo^i  htftdry  of  the  rebellion.  Vol.  vi.  p- 503.  0avicf*t  kiftory  of  the 
itUil  wari^  p«  iii.  See  the  fpeech  made  by  MonGeur  ChaoUt,  tke  French  am- 
bailador  to  thfe  flates,  Upon  that  occali  ^n,  in  Whitlocke's  diemotials,  p.  ^t^<^6^'%^ 
Ludlow*!  memoirs,  voh  H.  p,  J5S1  55^*  Sir  PHiiip  Warwick'i  memoirs,  p.  373. 
*rhe  whole  progrefa  of  this  treaty,  and  the  iofuperable  difficukiea  attending  the 
tondttding  it,  ihiy  be  feen  ill  Thttrloe*i  collefkioo,  <o].  ii.  p.  159,  aaS,  566, 
6x9.  Tol.  iih  p.  3IX,  3x4,  313,  3^8,  3^1,  415,  696,  734.  Tol,  if.  p.  75,  1154 
dee  a  letter  of  the  cardinal  to  Monrieur  Bourdeaux,  the  French  ambaiTidor  in 
£o^Iand>  eicprefling  tht  gi'eat  joy  it  gave  him  that  the  treaty  was  at  length  accom- 
pHflied,  p»  ixoi  ^59*  ^  ^^^  ^'*  't*hur1oe*f  account  of  the  negociationa  be- 

fwten  England}  Fiance,  iind  Spain,  from  the  time  of  Oliver  Crom well's  alTumiikg 
the  government  to  the  Reftorarion,  delivered  to  the  lord<^bancellor  Ciirendon,  in 
Thurloe*s  coUe^ions,  volt  i.  p.  75^. 
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and  fo  rid  him  from  aH  fears  of  anrnvafion  K  Befidcs  tfaefe  hints 
from  abroad)  tiie  protedor  had  fom£  notices  of  a  like  nature  at 
home»  efpecially  from  one  Gage,  a  prieft,  who  had  been  long 
in  America,  and  who  fumifhed  him  with  a  copious  account  of 
the  wealth  and  weakocfs  of  the  Spaniards  there  K 

Immediately  after  the  conclufion  of  the  Dutdi  wifi  the  prot^« 
tor  ordered  all  the  (hips  of  his  navy  to  be  repaired,  and  put  into 
good  condition.  He  likewife directed  many  new  ones  robe  built, 
ftorehoufes,  magazines,  isfc.  to  be  filled  with  ammunition  and 
provifion ;  whence  it  was  evident  enough,  that  he  intended  aoc 
to  be  idle,  though  no  body  knew  againft  whom  thn  mighty  force 
was  to  be  exerted  ^*  In  the  fummer  of  the  year  1654  he 
ordered  two  great  fleets  to  be  provided,  one  of  which  was  to  be 
commanded  by  admiral  Blake,  and  the  other  by  Tice-admaral 
Penn.  Neither  of  thefe  had  any  knowledge  of  what  the  other 
was  to  attempt  *,  fo  far  from  it,  tiiey  knew  not  perfeAly  whst 
themfelves  were  to  perform  °.  Their  orders  were  to  be  opened 
at  fea,  and  they  had  no  farther  lights  given  them  than  wereab- 
folutely  reqoidte  for  making  the  necefiary  preparations.  Blake, 
as  foon  as  all  things  were  ready,  put  to  fea,  and  iaiied  into  the 
Streights,  where  his  orders  were  to  procure  fatisfa^on  from  fuch 

k  IfOrd  CItftiidon*!  hiiWry  of  the  rebellion,  vol.  tI.  p.  503.  Heath*i  chroni« 
de^p.  §65,  36^.  WliMockc^i  fliemantlf.  SeeMr.  Oeorge  0ownl!«g*i  letter  to 
fecretary  TnurlMin  Tkiitl«)e*f  c«llt^»a««  ^4  iit.  p«  734.  <  See  a  cari  « 

paper  intitledf  Some  brief  aod  true  obfervattons  conceming  the  Weil  Indief^ 
humbly  prefented  to  his  hlgbDefs  O'ifer,  lord-prou£tor  of  the  ccmnoQ«cai:h 
of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  by  Tbotnai  Gage,  in  Thu  loe*s  coHr£tiin«, 
yn\,  ill.  p.  59.  He  wrote  ■  boak  likcwtfr,  iaritird,  A  furvey  of -the  Weft  Indiet^ 
of  which  the  firft  edition  «ai  in  folio,  and  there  have  been  f.  feral  in  o£!avD ; 
hnt  thefe  Utter  want  a  chapter,  which  ii  the  noft  curious  in  the  whole  hook. 
™  C!arendon*s  hiflory  of  the  rebellioo,  vol.  vi.  p.  577.  WhItiocke*f  meau>rialt« 
p.  (xr.  l^udlow*<  menfirirs,  vol.  ii.  p.  493.  Divtcf*s  hiftory  of  the  civil  wart» 
p.  346.'  The  perfeA  politiciao,  or  the  life  aod  death  ofOUverCronweliy  p-.iift. 
Baf^iage  anniles  des  proTincety  tome  i.  p.  400.  ■  ClareDdoo*a  hiftorj  of 

the  rebellion,  vol.  iv.  p  576.  Penn't  fai'.ora  mntlnied  at  Ponfmooth,  fome  of 
tb^m  threatening  to  lay  thrir  grievances  before  the  rrote^or  ^  their  coroplaintt  wero 
Ihe  bsdnefaof  the  proviiionc,  the  hard<hipf  they  fal\ained  in  being  Cent  upon  an  ex- 
pedition already  known  10  all  the  world,  and  the  lliU  greater  difficulty  they  Ubouis 
€A  under  of  being  compelled  to  go  whether  they  would  or-  oot»  tn6Hing  to  be  lifted 
by  beat  of  dram  as  in  the  Netherlands.  The  provifions  were  changed,  and  De(bo- 
rongb  and  Penn  with  fome  difficaUf  paciBed  them  as  to  the  other  two  arti* 
cles.  Thur)oe*a  flate  papers,  vol.  ii.  p.  709.  See  the  prott  Aot*a  ccmmiHioo  to 
Venablei  in  Thurloc,  vol.  iii.  p.  16. 
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princes  and  ibtes  at  hskl  either  infblted  the  government,  or  in- 
jured the  conunerce  of  England.  But,  before  his  departure,  it 
bad  been  induftrioufly  given  out,  that  he  was  to  intercept  the 
duke  of  Guile,  and  to  protect  the  kingdom  of  Naples  from  the 
xiencb. 

This  had  thedcfiredeffe£k ;  it  lulled  the  Spaniards  into  a  fialfe 
family,  and  even  difpofed  them  to  ihew  the  admiral  all  poi&ble 
civtlkies,  wbo  very  probaUy  had  himfclf  as  yet  no  fufpicion  of 
Cromwdl*s  defign  to  brealc  with  that  nation.  The  firft  place 
he  went  to  was  Leghorn,  where  he  had  two.accounts  to  make 
«p  with  the  grand  duke  :  the  firft  was,  for  his  fubje£b  purchaf-- 
ing  the  prises  made  by  Prince  Rupert ;  the  other  for  the  da* 
mage  done  by  Van  Galen,  when  Appleton  was  forced  out  of 
Ixghom  road.  Thefe  demands  fiirprifed  the  prince  on  whom 
they  were  made*,  eipecially  when  he  underftood  how  largeafum 
was  txpe£ked  from  him,  not  left  in  the  whole  than  a  hundred 
and  fifty  tboufiind  pounds,  which,  howcrer,  was  moderated  to 
fizty  thottiknd  pounds  $  and  this  fum  there  is  rcafon  to  beliere 
was  a&ually  paid  ®. 

Thence  he  proceeded  to  Algiers,  where  he  arri?ed  the  toth. 
of  March  1655,  and  anchored  without  the  mok,  fending  an 
officer  to  the  dey  to  demand  fatisfaQion  for  the  piracies  that  had . 
been  formerly  committed  on  the  Engliib,  and  the  immediate 
releafe  of  aH  captites  belonging  to  his  nation.  The  dey  an-» 
fwered  very  modcttly,  that  as  for  the  (hips  and  IUtcs  they  were 
now  the  property  of  priyatc  perfons,  from  whonr  he  could  no^ 
take  them  with  fafety  to  himfclf;  but  that  he  would  make  it 
his  care  they  fhould  be  fpccdily  redeemed  upon  cafy  terms,  and 
would  make  a  treaty  with  him  to  prevent  any  Ijoftilitics  being 
committed  on  tlie  Englifli  for  the  future  ^ 

o  Heath*!  chnmide,  p.  366.  Vk  de  Oomwdl,  ?ol.  ii.  p.  345,  Whitlocke'i 
Oicmoriats,  p.  609.  Ludlow'i  memoirs,  vol.  >i.  p.  507.  Thoiloc'i  colleAions, 
vol.  m*  p.  4f ,  103.  Muft  of  ibe  princet  oi  Italy  were  thrmed  at  the  filing  of  thit 
icei.  The  Pope  wu  no  (boner  informed  of  its  arrival  io  the  Medtierranean,  than 
he  gfTC  ordcia  lor  the  rem-Jtal  of  the  great  treafuse  n  Uretto,  vn\h  a  view  of  de- 
ivatinc  ^oy  defign  the  proceAor  might  have  furmed  «•  to  the  plundering  that  rich 
nonaAery*  which  fome  inAntii'io*Ay  fpread  abroad  (Q>t  knoming  the  real 
iccret)  waa  hia  priacipil  aim.  P  Lord   Ciarcndoo*!  hiftory  of  tht  re, 

belifeo,  vol.  vi.  p.  5S0.  Daviet'i  hiftory  of  the  chil  wars,  p.  349.  Bates'a 
clenoia  motuum,  part  ii.  p.  105.  Manlry*i  hift*  of  the  rebeUioBy  p.  273.  Vie  d« 
ftlromwcH^  lome  ii.  p.  34^1  349* 
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The  ddmiral  left  the  port  upon  thisi  and  failed  to  Tanis,- 
vrhcrc  he  fent  the  like  meifage  on  fhore;  but  received  a  yctf 
fliort  anfwef)  v/z.  <<  Here  are  pur  caftles  of  Guktta  and  Porta 
^*  Ferino :  ypu  may  do  your  worft  i  we  do  hpt  fear  yon.**- 
Blake  entered  the  bay  of  Porto  Ferino,  and  came  within  tov£t 
ket-fhat  of  the  caftle  and  line,  upon  both  which  he  played  fb 
wannlyi  that  they  were  foon  in  a  defencelefs  condition^  There 
were  then  nine  fhips  {n  the  road,  which  tfaeadffiical  refolved  m 
bum ;  and  with  this  view  ordered  every  caption  td  man  his 
long-boat  with  choice  men,  and  ditoEtcd  thefe  taenter  the  har- 
bour, a^d  fire  the  ihips  of  Tuni^,  while  hie  and  hi^  fleet  cover«^ 
ed  them  from  the  caftle,  by  playing,  continually  on  it  with  their, 
pannon.  The  feamen  in  tbeir  boats  bcddly  afiaulted.the  cor^n 
fairs,  and  burnt  all  their  fhips,  with  the  lofs  of  tw6nty<>five  mea 
killed,  and  forty-eight  wounded.  This  daripg  a£lJQO  ijpread 
the  terror  of  bis  name  through  Africa  and  Afia,  which  bad 
long  been  formidable  in  Europe  ^.  From  Tunis  be  fiiiled  ta 
Tripoly,  and  concluded  a  peace  with  th^t  government.  Thence 
he  returned  to  Tunis,  and  threatening  to  da  farther  execution^ 
the  inhabitants  implored  his  mercy  from  tbeir  works,  and  peg- 
ged him  to  grant  them  a  peace,  which  he  did  on  terms  mortis 
.fying  to  them,  glorious  {or him,  andprogtable  for  his  country  % 

The  other  fleet  b^in^  alio  in  readinefs,  and  CQmpofe<{  of  about; 
thirty  ihips  of  war,  and  a  convenient  number  of  ^r^fportSt  the 
prote£lor  refolved  it  (hould  fail  in  the  month  of  Qe^eml^  1654-^ 
Admiral  Penn  had  the  chief  command,  and  under  him  were  vice:. 
admiral  Goqdfo^  and  re4r-a4miral  Blagge^  Th^  commander  of 
the  landTforces  was  colonel  Venables,  an  old  oQcer,  who,  a$ 
well  as  the  admiral,  was  fecretly  ii^  the  king's  iptereft,  and  in* 
tended  to  have  laid  hold  of  this  opportunity  tq  ^eftore  him^ 
The  troops  confii^ed  of  about  five  thoufand  men,  amongft  whon\ 
iiiany  were  rovalifts,  and  the  ?cft  fq  little  fatisfie<!\  with  the  pro^ 

r 

^  Whitlockc's  memotialt,  p.  6*7.  Heath*^  cbrontcl«,  p.  374,  375.  Sir  Phi- 
i'p  Wirwiclc^'i  ziy:moiri,  p.  377,  See'  admtril  Blike*t  letter  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Tburtoe;  dated  aboard  the  G«or{e  in  Calary  bay,  the  17th  of  Aprii«  1655,111 
Tnutloe's  f^ate  papers^  vol.  iii.  p.  390.  The  perfe£(  politiclao,  or  the  life  and 
f*etth  of  Oliver  CromwelJy  p.  :(zo.  <*  Echard^  Kennet,  Rapin^  and  other. 

Knpju'h  hiftorians.  Thurloe'f  ftate^paperi,  to).  Hi.  p.  405,  517.  Sectbepro'* 
trior's  letter  to  Blak**,  dated -J^ne  13,  1655,  commeodiog  his  courage  and  con- 
'i}f^,  p.  547. 
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p8&ot*s  ^idminiftration,  dut  one  pesit  end  of  tius 
was  to  be  rid  of  them^ 

Venables  liad  dcfired  of  CromweU^  that  great  care  might  be 
taken  in  farniihing  arms  and  ammunition ;  that  his  forces  might 
be  pTOperlj  chofen^  and  that  himfelf  might  not  be  fettered  hj 
Ilia  inftrodions.  In  all  thefe  he  foon  found  himfelf  diiappoint«» 
^  ;  his  pro?ifion  was  not  only  fhoiti  but  vtrj  bad  in  its  kind; 
^urms  and  ammunition  were  very  fparioglf  fnppUcd,  and  in  a 
inanner  fitter  for  ihew  than  fervid  i  his  troops  were  either  raw 
pr  iny^ilids ;  aqd  by  his  inftruftions  he  was  tied  up  from  doing 
'^sxf  thing  without  the  confent  of  others  S  Before  he  could 
squire  any  certain  knowledge  of  thefe  particulars,  he  was  hur- 
ried on  board  ^  f  ort(inoutb^  wheace  be  immediately  failed  for 
parbadoes^ 

The  fleet  arrived  in  Carliflebay  on  the  29th  of  January  16$  Sf 
smd  were  very  joyfully  received  by  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
ifland.of  Barbadoes^  wbere  they  ftaid  feme  time,  in  order  to 
recruit  and  make  the  necefiary  preparations  for  their  intended 
defi:eQt  on  the  iQand  of  Hifpaniola*  We  have  been  long  taught 
blindly  to  admire  the  wifdom  and  condud  of  Cromwell  in  his 
enterprizes,  bt^t  cert^qly  this  was  the  worft  managed  that  ever 
our  nation  undertook*  General  Venables  found  himfelf  defi« 
cient  ia  all  ibrts  pf  n^ceflaries ;  ^d,  which  was  worfe,  found 
admiral  Penn  very  little  inclined  to  afford  him  even  the  aflifhnce 
that  was  in  his  power*  He  expoftulated  with  him  to  no  pur- 
pofcj  which  made  the  wretchednefs  of  his  and  their  condition 
(o  apparcqt,  th^tt  pne  of  their  feUow-commiffioners  faid  plainly, 
«<  fle  doubted  they  n^ere  betmyed."  It  was,  however,  too  late 
to  look  back ;  and*  befides,  abundance  of  volunteers  reforted  to 
^arbadoes  from  all  our  plantations,  in  order  to  (hare  the  riches 
^hat  were  tQ  be  taken  from  the  Spaniards  i  fo  that  Venables  faw 


9  CUrendoo's  hlftory  of  tlie  rebellion,  Tol.  tK  p»  576*    Het^'t  chroaicle, 
p.  365.    Life  of  pr.  Johs  Barwtrk,  p-  i8j.  >  The  only  juft  and  ge- 

nnlae  account  of  this  expeJition  if  to  be  foond  in  Borchet's  oaral  biAory,  which 
yru  4rawn  up  at  the  lime,  from  ibe  examination  of  Penn,  Venablei,  and  cho 
foperiqr  officers  ^  thai  f|[pf dittos-  ^  Life  of  Dr.  John  Barwick,  p4 

himfelf 
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bimfdf  under  a  ntceSaj  of  procecdSii^  ooewithflaDdliig  lie  was 
thoroughly  fatisfied  they  were  ia  no  condition  to  proceed*. 

From  Barbtdocs,  cbe  fleet  failed  -on  ibe  htk  of  Marck  to  St. 
Chriftophei's,  where  they  met  widi  aoocher  iupfdy  of  voloti- 
tecrs }  fe  that  when  they  etobar ked  for  fllCfSLaklif  Y enables  bad 
under  his  command  the  greateft  body  of  European  troops^  that 
had  ever  been  feen  in  that  p«fft  of  the  worlds  his  army  cotififlaAg 
of  .very  near  ten  thoofand  men.  It  muft,  howeveri  be  ohfenred^ 
that  they  were  in  the  worft  temper  in  the  world  for  maUng 
conquefts.  Moft  of  them,  when  they  left  England^  did  it  with 
a  riew  to  make  their  fortunes;  hut  now  the  commiiBoners  (of 
whom  Venables  indeed  was  one,  hut  of  a  different  opinion  from 
all  the  reft)  told  them,  that  every  penny  of  thcir-phmder  was  td 
be  accounted  for,  and  that  they  could  only  allow  them  a;  fort^ 
flight's  pay  by  way  of  equivalent.  This  had  like  to  have  thrown 
them  into  a  general  mutiny,  and  it  was  with  much  ado  thattKe 
officers  pacified  them  with  a  promrfe  of  fix  weeks  pay,  which 
the  commiiBoners,  however,  would  not  be  brought  to  cotrfirm ; 
and  in  this  fituation  things  were,  when  they  embarked  for  Hif- 
pantola  '. 

They  arrived  before  the  city  of  St.  Domingo,  and  genct^l 
Venables  propofed^  that  they  fhould  fail  dire£tly  into  the  har- 
bour, which,  however,  was  not  agreed  to  by  the  fea-officcrs, 
who  propdfed  landing  at  the  river  Hine  i  for  which  purpofe, 
part  of  the  fquadron  was  detached  under  the  command  of  vice- 
admiral  Goodfon,  who,  when  at  fea,  declared  he  had  no  pilots 
to  conduji  the  (hips  into  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  thexefore 
the  troops  were  compelled  to  land  at  the  weft  point,  from 
whence  they  had  forty  miles  to  march  through  a  thick  woody 


^  Heath's  chronicle,  p.  355.  Vie  6c  Cromwell,  vol.  ii.  p.  349.  Divie&*s 
Hiftory  of  the  civil  wars,  p.  346.  Lttdlow's  memoirs,  toI.  it.  p.  494,  Man- 
ley's  hiftory  of  the  rebelliop,  p.  %7o.  See  Mr.  Edward  Window's  letter  to  fe- 
cretvy  Thnrloe,  igtcd  Bar1>adofs,  March  16,  1 6^4.  This  gcmlcman,  as  fofn^ 
fay,  was  intended  to  have  been  governor  of  one  of  the  iflandS|  if  death  had  not 
interpoied.  The  poft  be  filled  appears  dearly  in  his  letter.  Gage,  the  pried, 
the  principal  promoter  of  this  bufinefs,  died  likewife,  Tbnrloe's  (late  papers^ 
vol.  iii.  p.  449*  *  Heath*^  chronicle,  p,  36^.    Bites's  clencas  motuum, 

part  Ii.  p*  109.  Coke's  detection,  vol,  is.  p.  51.  The  perfect  politician,  or  the 
life  and  death  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  p.  114,  aij.  Manley's  bidory  of  the  rebeU 
Hon,  p.  a7l« 

.  country. 
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country,  without  aiiylgvide;  infomucfa^  that  numbers  of  men 
and  borfcs,  through  {atigoe,  eztremit]^  of  heat,  and  want  of 
vater^  were  deftrojed. 

A&er  four  daft  march,  the  army  cam^  to  the  place  where 
they  might  hare  been  at  firft  pot  on  ihore  $  but  by  that  time  the 
enemy  had  drawn  together  the  whole  force  of  the  iiland,  and 
had  recovered  from  their  firft  fiirprize.  Colone]  BuUer,  who 
had  landed  with,  his  regiment  near  Hine  riTer,  and  had  orders 
to  remain  there  tiU  the  army  joined  him,  thought  fit,  on  the 
coonng  of  Cox  the  guide,  to  march  away ;  and,  for  want  of 
this  gaide,  the  general  and  his  £orces  marched  ten  or  twelve 
mid  out  of  their  road*  Exafperated  with  thefe  difappoint* 
ments,  and  the  hardships  they  had  undergone,  the  regiment  of 
feameo,  under  the  command  of  admiral  Goodfon,  mutinied 
firft,  and  then  the  land-troops;  fo  that  the  general  had  much 
ado  to  prcTsol  on  them  to  ford  the  river.  At  length  co- 
lonel BoUer  and  G>x  the  guide  joined  them,  and  promifed  to 
cond»£t  them  to  a  place  where  they  might  be  fupplied  with  wa* 
ter';  but  the  colonel  taking  the  lii>erty  of  ftraggling  for  the  fake 
of  piUage,  the  Spaniards  atucked  him,  and  in  one  of  thefe 
frirmifties  Cox,  their  only  guide,  was  killed ;  yet  the  Spaniards 
«rere  at  laft  repuUed,  and  purfued  within  cannon-ihot  of  the 
town  y. 

In  this  diftreiled  condition,  a  council  of  war  was  called, 
wherein,  afier  mature  deliberation,  it  was  refolved  to  march 
to  the  hai4)oar  in  the  beft  manner  they  could,  which  with  much 
difficulty  4iey  effeAed.  There  they  ftaid  three  or  four  days* 
to  fumifh  themfelves  with  provifions,  and  other  neceflaries,  and 
then  with  a  fiogle  mortar-piece,  marched  into  the  ifland  again, 
to  reduce  the  fort.  The  vanguard  was  commanded  by  adju- 
tant* general  Jackfon,  who  as  foon  as  he  was  attacked  by  the 
Spaniards,  ran  away,  and  his  troops  after  him.  The  paftage 
through  the  woods  being  very  narrow,  tbcy  prefTed  on  the  ge- 
neraFs  regiment,  who  in  vain  endeavoured  to  ftop  them  with 
their  pikes*    They  Irkewife  difordered  major-general  Haines's 

• 

y  Heath*s  ebronMe,  p.  370.  Divicf*s  hiftory  of  the  civil  wars,  p,  347. 
Manlcy*$  biftory  of  the  rebellion,  p.  171,  xji.  The  pcrteCt  poUticUn,  or  the 
life  nid  death  of  Oliver  Crom well,  p.  ^15,  nj.  Biirchei'i  naval  Hiflory.  p. 
35*. 

regiment. 
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regiment,  which  gave  the  enemy,  who  followed  very  eigstfya 
ahd  aflForded  no  quaiteri  great  advantage}  fo  that  the  major-" 
generali  and  the  braveft  of  the  officers^  whO|  like  EngUflimen^ 
preferred  death  before  flight,  ended  their  days  here.  At  laft^ 
general  Venables  and  vice-admiral  Goodfon,  at  the  head  of 
their  regiments,  forced  the  run-aways  into  the  wood,  obliged  the 
enemy  to  retire,  and  kept  their  own  ground^  notwithftanding 
the  fire  from  the  fort  was  very  warm*^ 

By  this  time  the  forces  were  fo  much  fatigued  anddifcouraged^ 
that  they  could  not  be  brought  to  play  the  mortar.  The  ge^K 
neral,  though  reduced  to  a  very  low  condition,  caufed  hinifelf 
to  be  led  from  place  to  place,  to  encourage  them  ^  till  fainting 
at  laft,  he  was  forced  to  leave  the  care  of  the  skttack  to  major« 
general  Fortefcue,  who  did  what  he  could  to  revive  their  fpiritsj 
but  to  very  little  purpofe. 

Soon  after  it  was  refolved  in  a  council  of  war,  that  fince  the 
enemy  had  fortified  all  the  pafles,  and  the  whole  army  was  iii 
thie  utmoft  diftrefs  for  want  of  water,  they  fhould  march  to  a 
place  where  they  were  informed  a  fupply  of  that,  and  other 
rieceiTaries,  had  been  put  afhore  from  the  (hips.  In  this  march 
the  foldiers  followed  their  officers,  till  they  found  themfelves  in 
danger,  and  then  left  them ;  infomuch  that  the  commiffionera 
owned,  by  a  letter  wrote  to  the  governor  of  Barbadoes,  that^ 
had  not  the  enemy  been  as  fearfol  as  their  own  men,  they 
might  in  a  few  days  have  deftroyed  the  whole  army )  and  with'' 
al,  they  let  him  know,  that  the  troops  who  had  occafioned  the 
greateft  diforder,  were  thofe  of  Barbadoes  and  St.  Chrifto* 
pher's  J  infomuch  that  they,  the  faid  commiflioners,  who  were 
Fenn,  Winflow,  and  BuUer,  had  refolved  to  leave  the  place^ 
and  try  what  could  be  done  againft  the  ifland  of  Jamaica.  Such 
was  the  end  of  this  expedition,  after  having  been  on  ihore  from 

%  WhitIocke*s  memnrialf,  p,  6%^.  Heath's  chronicle,  p.  371.  DaYies*^6 
hill,  of  the  rebcllioD,  p.  348.  Manley*t  hill,  of  the  rcbelHoo,  p.  &71.  The 
perfeA  politician,  or  the  life  and  death  of  Oliver  CromwcU,  p.  2x7.  Lodlow'W 
memoiri,  yoI.  ii.  p.  495i  49^*  See  colonel  Danicrt  relation  of  their  defeat.  Setf 
alfo  ■  letter  from  Venables  and  BoUer,  Co  the  ptotelWry  in  Tbui lot's  fttte  p«pcrtf 
Tol.  iii.  p.  504 — 508,  5op— 5n. 
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}kl»  fourtcttith  of  April  to  the  firft  of  May^  w&eii  this  I'efda* 
tioo  of  failing  to  Jamaica  was  taken*; 

The  army  was  accordingly  in  a  little  time  einbarktd  i  but  the 
ifick  and  wounded  men  were  left  on  the  bare  de<A:s  for  eight 
«ad  forty  hours^  without  either  meat,  drink)  or  dreffing,  inib* 
knuch  that  worms  bred  in  their  fores :  and  even  while  they 
)/ftrt  on  Qiore,  xh^t  pi^viAons  £eiit  to  them  Were  hot  watek-edt 
W  candied  with  falt^  notwithftanding  thq^  bad  hot  water  fitffi^ 
cient  to  (}iiench  their  thirfh  Nay^  after  their  misfortunes  dH 
jiiorei  VenaUea  averred,  that  Bonh  ^ave  i*ear«4idmiral  Blaggii 
Orders  not  to  fisr&ifli  them  Whh  any  more  provifi6ns»  of  what 
kind  tocvcie^ ;  fo  that  they  eat  np  all  the  dogs»  afies^  and  hdrfes 
in  the  csmpi  and  fome  of  them  £s<ih  things  as  were  ih  them^ 
ifelTCB  poifonouti  bf  which  about  forty  died.  Before  the  forces 
inrt  embarked)  adjutanr-general  Jackfon  was  tried  at  a  court* 
OMTtial,  and  not  only  fentenced  to  be  cafhiered,  and  his  (Woni 
Woken  over  his  hcad^  but  to  do  the  duty  bf  a  fwabbef,  iii 
keeping  clean  the  h'ofpital-Ihip  |  a  jpuniihment  fuitable  to  hi$ 
Botoriotts  cowardice^.  ^ 

"fhft  defcent  on  Jamaica  Was  Better  ihan^d  than  thAt  oa 
Hiipaniola  |  for  immediately  on  their  landing,  which  was  oa 
the  third  of  May,  General  Venables  iflned  his  orders^  that  i^ 
day  ihan  fliotdd  be  found  attempting  to  run  away,  the  nelU  man 
\o  him  (hould  put  him  to  death )  which>  if  he  failed  to  do,  h^ 
JBM>ttld  be  liable  to  a  coutt-martiaP.  The  next  day  they  at» 
lacked  a  fort>  which  they  carried^  at^d  were  then  pi^paring  to 
ftorm  the  town  of  St.  jago,  but  this  the  t^)ani(h  hlhabitantt 
^prevented,  by  a  timely  treaty  (  yet,  before  the  general  would 
Isften  to  any  iirbpofitions  of  peace,  he  inlifted,  that  a  certain 

*  Whitlocke*s  memori&ls,  p.6xi.  Clarendon*!  hifV.  of  the  rebellion,  vol.  tK 
J^.  579*  Bates*!  elenciit  ibotuliin,  part  H.  p.  iop.  Heath**  chrooide,  p.  3ta. 
J9aTlfci'i  hid,  or  the  dvil  wars,  p,  348.  Sir  PbiHp  Warwick's  aaemoirk,  p.  37^* 
bnrcbet's  naval  bid.  p;  394.  There  are  Varidkis  reiationk  of  this  anlocky  bafh 
IBnet^  in  Mr.  Sctretary  iThurloe's  coUedlions :  we  (faill  point  cnu  a  few,  for  tht 
ieafc  of  the  inqnifitive  reader.  It  appears,  from  a  peruAkl  of  the  different  pa« 
^cra,  that  from  the  dlfcord  and  animoCties  ^hich  fbbfided  through  the  whofa 
expedUion  among  the  principal  perfonf  cjncerhed  therein,  it  was  impof&bla 
any  (^cceft  (hoold  have  attended  ic|  vol.  iii.  p.  5^5»  ^4^?  ^S^t  ^^9*  754* 
^  Burchet*!  naV;il  hIA,  p.  1^4.  ^  ilqich's  chroni^Iey  p.  37^-    Biir* 

eber^  p.  394* 

Vol.  Iti  G  ^uandty 
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quantity  of  provifions  fhouU  be  fent  them  dsuly*  which  wa9» 
pun£hially  performed}  and  this  gave  his  foldiers  ftrengtband 
fjpirits ;  and  in  a  (hort  time  their  negodations  ended  in  a  com- 
plete furrender  of  the  tfland  to  the  Engliih^  as  appears  by  the 
articles,  which  the  reader  noay  find  at  large  in  ieveral  of  ouf 
hiftorians^i. 

General  VenaUes  finding  himfelf  in  a  very  weak  condition^ 
defired  the  confent  of  the  commiffioners  to  open  their  ultimate 
kiftruflions,  to  which,  after  mature  deliberation^  they  yielded. 
In  thefe  he  found  be  bad  power,  in  cafe  of  neceflicy,  to  refign 
his  command,  which  he  did  accordingljr  to>  general  Fortefcue  ^ 
npon  this,  admiral  Penn  followed  bis  examjrie,  and  delivered 
up  his  charge  to  vice-admiral  Goodfon,  with  whom  he  left  » 
ftout  fquadron  of  (hips^  and  with  the  reft  of  the  fleet  returned 
f 6  England.  In  their  pa£&ge  homti  they  fell  in  with  the  Spa- 
nifb  plate-fket,.  in  the  gulf  of  Florida,  bat  without  attacking 
it ;  whether  through  want  of  will,  or  of  inftru£lions,  aC  thi» 
diftance,  it  is  hard  to  determine^. 

Immediately  after  the  arrival  of  Penn  and  Venables^  whicb 
was  in  the  month  of  September  i6^^,  they  were  both  commit- 
ted dofe  prifoners  to  the  Tower,  to  fatisfy  the  clamours  of  the 
people,  who  then  (as  it  often  happens)  bid  the  greateft  blame 
on  him  who  Icaft  deferved  it  ^ •    AU  that  the  protestor  infifted 

d  ClirendooH  liift.  of  the  Mbcllion,  vcL  vi.  p»  599.  Heath**  chronicle^ 
p.  iTJk.  Bate»*s  elencDs  motuum,  pare  iv  P*  &09.  M&Bley's  hifl.  of  the  rebel- 
lion, p.  X7».  Burcbet's  < naval  hlflory,  p.  394-  who  reduces  the  arckles  of  the 
eapitntation  to  four.  Thurloe'f  ftate  papen^  val.  iii.  p.  $65,  647,  ^74,  tf8«y 
is  it  TSS»  See  general  Ptnn't  aoceuDS  to  Oliver's  council^  of  his  voyage  to  the 
^ffc(i  Indies,  given  the  lath  of  Septembev,  i655>  in  Thorloe*s  flate  papers^ 
vol.  iv.  p.  a8.  ^  Heath's  chronicle,  p.  375.     Burchet*s  na^  hid. 

p.  395.  See  the  commiflion  to  Fortefcae,  appointing  him  commander  in  chief 
(^f  the  forces,  tinned  by  Penn.  See  the  like  to  Goodfon ;  together  with  a  long 
paper  of  inftru£tions>  appointing  him  admiral  of  the  fleet.  See  Ffcon*s  letter 
to  die  prore^lof,  onr  hfi  arrivaf  at  Spithead,  in  Thorloe's  (late  papers,  voK  iiK 
p,  75».  f  Clarendon's  hiflory  of  the  pebelKon,  voP.  vi.   p.   580. 

Whitrocke*s  memorials  p.  6x9^  ^30.  Davies*s  hiH.  of  the  eivil  wars,  p.  34s'. 
The  pcrfeA  politician,  or  the  life  and  death  of  Oltver  Cromwell,  p.  aif. 
Ludlow,  in  his  memoin,,  vol.  ii*  p.  495.  fays,  Penn  was  committed  to  the 
Tower,  and  Vvnabks  confined  to  his  lodging,  his  diftempcr  excufing  him  from  a 
llrt^er  imprifonment.  See  fecretary  Thnrloe's  letter  to  Henry  Cromwell^ 
dated  the  a5(h  of  September,  t6^if  in  the  fourth  volume  of  hit  ftate  papers. 

on 
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«fn  iraS}  that  they  (hould  confefs  their  fauhs,  in  leaving  their 
t%fpe£Uve  charges ;  and  be  promifed  to  releafe  tbem  upon  their 
•liibtniffion.  Tliis  Penn  quickly  did,  and  was  accordingly  di& 
•charged ;  but  VenaUes  abfoliitely  refofed  it,  always  infifting 
that  he  had  committed  no  fault,  fioce,  in  cafe  "of  inability  to 
-execute  his  duty,  his  inftru^ons  permitted  him  to  refign  h» 
command '<• 

His  memory  has  been  very  hardly  treated,  I  think  with  little 
reafon ;  for  as  to  what  is  iaid  of  his  fofiering  the  Spaniards  to 
carry  off  their  efFe£ls  from  the  city  of  St«  Jago  to  the  moun* 
tains,  and  ^diereby  defrauding  the  foldiers  of  their  plunder,  it 
appears  to  be  a  grofi  calumny,  for  feveral  reafons  K  For  iirftp 
admitting  the  h£i  to  be  true,  that  they  didtrarry-off  thctr  ef- 
feAs,  this  could  prove  no  lofs  to  the  foldiers,  but  quite  the 
contrary;  fince)  if  they  had  now  fallen  into  then:  hands,  th« 
commiffioners  would  have  feized  them  for  the  protestor's  ufe» 
in  purfuance  of  the  order  before-mentioned.  Next,  the  gene* 
ral  could  do  nothing  in  this  refpeft,  without  the  confent  of  the 
t>ther  commiffioners ;  and  laftly,  it  appears  by  the  moft  authen- 
tic account  we  have  of  this  affair,  that  the  officers  and  foldiers 
were  fo  far  from  being  diiTatisfied  with  his  conduA,  that  they 
relied  upon  him  to  reprefent  their  grievances  at  home,  and  to 
procure  redrefs ;  which  be  did,  as  far  as  was  in  his  power  '• 

The  reafon  of  his  being  firft  afperfed  was,  a  perfuafion  that 
he  was  a  confident  and  creature  of  Cromwell's;  whkh  is  fo 
far  from  being  true,  that  the  very  contrary  is  certain.  The 
proteflor  hated^  and  was  jealous  of  him,  and  conferred  on  him 
this  command  merely  to  get  him  out  of  his  way  K  The  truth 
is^  the  fault  lay  in  the  prote£lor's  icheme,  which  was  not  either 

f  See  general  Pena^s  letter  to  Tecretary  Thurloo,  exprefliog  hit  ardciK  deiir* 
for  leare  to  conoe  to  Londoo,  to  render  the  proteAor  an  accv^unt  of  his  pHi* 
ceedings  in  the  Weft  Indies,  dated  Swifcfbre,  Spiihead,  Scptenil^er  |,  16^59 
Tharloc*s  (late  papers,  vol.  iv.  p.  tf,  117,  177.  fiurcbet*s  naval  liift.  p.  39s- 
"Whitlocke's  meiDorials,  p.  629.  -h  Britifh  empire  in  America,  yol.  U» 

p.  30^.  i  See  general  VeoaUci^s  letter  to  the  proreAor,  dated  aboard 

the  Mar{lon-moor,  in  Portfmouth  road,  Sept.  9,  1655,  in  Thurloe's  ftate  pa<* 
psrs,  vrL  iv.  p.  ax.  See  his  letter  to  fecretary  Thurloe,  p.  %%,  All  thcfft 
faAs  the  reader  will  find  in  the  copious  account  of  this  voyage  in  Borchet. 
fc  Clarendon's  hift.  of  the  rebellion,  vol.  vi.  p«  57$.  Heath's  cbronicl;,  p.  ^65 f 
JLifeof  Dr.  Barwick,  p.  184,  i85t 

G  a  mort 


a  N  A  V  A  L    H  I  S  T  Q  H  Y 

tnoM  or  Ufai,  tha.Q  to.  h^ve  xvied  z  l^S^imig^  for  bisowQ^ 
empty  codecs  bom  this  ezpeditioa.  This  induced  hioi  to  ti^ 
tfa9  coinoiilEpnera  ^owQi  to  hmdor  th^  fohUer^  fi:oin  keepifl^ 
their  pla^<ieF,  uppq  pts^n  of  death ;  and  their  iuJiftiag  upoiji 
chit,  h^d  like  to  h^^ve  been  the  ruia  of  the  whole  undqct^kingV 
The  r^4^  ipuft  <tU9erp  the  jutUce  of  ^heie  remarks,  fcom  th^ 
£siSU  before  faid  doM^nj»  which  are  indifputable ;  and^  as  to  fpea)^ 
triith  freelji  sm^^  gwe  noien'^  cbaraf^ers  io^partiaU;,  wgf^t  to  be 
the  ftuciy  of  ap  hiAorian^  I  hope  this  will  juftify  me  for  infift*; 
iBg  fp.  long  OA  this  head* 

Admural  BIake'«  fleet  cootimted  aH  this  time  in  the  Mediter« 
^*anea^,  and  w^  noi^Y  ia  the  rqad  to  Cadl:?^  where  he  receiv£4 
the  greatdl  civilities  (rom  the  Spaniards,  s^d  lived  on  the  bei| 
terms  imaginable  with  them  \  for,^  tiU  the  blow  was  ftnicH  4t 
Jamaica,  ^romwdl^  to  the  heft  of  hU  power,  carefully  coa? 
^e^^d  his  deiign  to  make  war  upon  them»  "When  this  wa^ 
known,  the  Spaniards  declared  immediately  againi^  bim,  904 
fei^ed  the  ejSe£^  of  all  the  Englilb  merchants  in  their  domit 
nions,  to  an  immenfe  value ;  a.n  incident  which  Ceem^  not  to. 
have  been  fufficieatly  confidereds  by  tbo(e  who  cry  up  the  prO<t 
^eAor's  conduct  fo  ly^hly  ™«    T^iai  war,  aa  we  tuve  before  obj^ 

I  Thfi  trader  will  fip^  th^jfe  r«iA^  fullf  ptrovtH  *^n  tk^  ya^jous  p^tes  we  h«V 
referred  him.  to,  to  the  third  and  fourth  volumes  of  fccretary  Thurloe*fi  datft 
papers.    Burebet's  naval  hidory,  p.   391.  ~   ">  Heath's  chronicle, 

P*  itf^  374>  377*  Whltftoc^e's  inemorials,  p.  409,  619..  Cake's  dattftioo^ 
VaI.  ii.  p.  5S*  ThurV>e's  ftacq  P^f^s,  yol.  iv^  p.  i9«  «0j  >^t  %4ip  J^»  7% 
Se«  the  petition  aod  remonflrano^  of  the  Englifh  merchants  to  the  protefbor. 
The  Spaniard^  are  reported  to  have  feized  faurfcor^  fail  of  fbipf,  and  mone]% 
«nd  effects,  to  the  value  of  a  ipilHon  fterling.  We  are  tc^d  by  Lodlow,  in  bis 
nejnoir^  ToU  ii.  p.  4,94.  thj^  the  SpanKh  aiQba(&dor»  Bon  Alpnv)  de  Cafd9% 
^at,  then  reOding  in  £ngUnd,  haying  received  intelligence  that  the  fleet  nnder 
jPeno  and  yenabl^s  was  certainly  gone  to.  the  Weft  Indies,  and  that  the  (lorm, 
was  like  to  fall  upon  fonoe  of  his  mader's  terntories,  made'  application  19 
^FQiQweU,  to  know  v^hether  be  had  any  j[n(l  ground  of  complaint  againfl  the 
i^ing  bis  niafler  $  and  if  To,  that  he  wu  ready  to  give  him  all  pofGble  iatisfac« 
tioo,  Croinwcjl  demanded  a  Ubcrty  to  trade  to  the  ^panilh  Wed  Indies,  and 
the  repeal  of  the  law«  of  the  iiK^aiCtioD.  X^  which  the  ambaflador  replied, 
^hat  his  mafier  had  but  two  eyes,  and  that  ^e  would  haye  him  ^o  put  them  both 
out  at  once.  That  tl^e  goods  of  the  l^nglilh  merchants  in  Spain  were  feized  for 
5paQt  ojT  timely  notice  to  withdraw  their  effc^ ;  and  that  major  Wallers,  and 
others  concerned  with  him,  loft  thirty  thoufand  pounds,  that  were  due  to  them 
frAi9  his  Catholic  majcfty,  for  the  tranfpqrta^iffTi  of  Iriih  foldiers  into  the  Spa- 
aifh  fervice. 

lervcd,' 
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|bved,  was,  at  the  bottom^  undertaken  for  bis  own  advantagOi 
fpom  a  profpe£k  of  fupplying  hit  cQffi:r8  with  monej^  withoul 
piittiQg  him  u|ider  the  neceffity  of  calling  pavliaments  K  It  i| 
irae,  that  in  public  dedarationa^  he  talked  mucb  of  his  regar4 
(p  trade^  and  his  concern  fipf  the  freedom  of  naivigation  i  an4 
wx  doubt  he  was  fincere  in  this»  fo  £ar  as  it  was  coniiftent  with 
)m9  own  power,  apd  not  a  jot  beyond  itji  etherwiie  he  weuld 
\aire  conGdered  the  profits  of  our  national  trade  with  Spain^ 
which  were  s^  that  time  very  great,  the  Fren^  having  oeyeir 
interferedt  and  the  Dutcb  being  utterly  difliked  by  the  Spanit 
lords.  At  leaft  be  ibould  b^ve  taken  care^  by  fiume  timely 
bint,  to  enable  fe  great  a  body  as  the  merchants  traduig  tQ 
^pain  then  wcrc,^  to  have  withdrawn  their  effeQs  \  suad  the  ne* 
^c£X  of  this  was  not  the  effect  of  any  inattention,  a  thing  impol* 
Cble  while  .Thurloe  had  the  management  of  hm  affairs,  but  tbe 
juire  confequcnce  of  public  intereft  clafliing  with  his  private 
views}  and  thcreforej  throughout  the  whole  tranlaAion,  he 
appears  to  have  been  a  great  politician,  but  no  patriot^  {  iaj 
nothing  aa  to  bis  breacb  of  the  law  of  n^tion^  in  attacking  th« 
Spaniards,  without  any  previous  declaration  \  becauie,  in  th^ 
firft  place,  this  was  not  very  inconfiilent  wixb  the  principles  oa^ 
which  his  government  was  founded ;  and  next,  the  Spaniard^ 
had  broke  through  all  rules  of  true  policy,  as  well  as  deep* 
fum,  in  acknowledging  and  courting  ^im  a*  they  didj  and 
therefore  felt  no  more  tbap  the  juf^  efie£ts  of  their  own  refine^ 
inenis. 

When  nothing  farther  was  to  be  obtained  by  concealing  hie 
intentions,  the  protedlor  fent  Mr.  ]^Iontague  with  a  fmall  fquap 
droo  of  men  of  war  into  the  Mediterranean,  tp  join  Blake, 
and  to  carry  him  frcfl^  inftni^ons  \  the  principal  of  which  was 
to  block  up  the  port  of  Cadi^,  in  which  there  was  a  flieet  of 
forty  fail,  intended  to  fecure  the  flota ;  and,  at  tb«  fame  time 
tbe  failing  of  this  fleet  was  prevented,  the  Englifli  were  to  ufe 
their  utmoft  diligence  to  hinder  the  flota  from  coming  iu,  witfa«t 
9ttt  iharing  in  the  riches  that  were  on  board®.     Blake  and 

■  Bates's  htftoiy  of  the  troubles  in  £n|;1aod,  part  0.  p.  xotf.  •  CUi* 

reason's  biftory  of  the  rebellion,  vol.  vi.  p.  586.  Heacb*i  chronicle,  p.  38 s» 
DaYies*s  hift.  of  the  civil  wirs,  p.  351*  Mtnley's  hift.  of  the  rebellioOt  p.  17^ 
'^iar^*«  (late  papers,  voU  iy.  p.  100,  107,  117,  443,  531,  9f€, 

Moptague 
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Montague  executed  their  orders  with  equal  ikiU  and  induftryg 
taking  care  to  obtain  a  fupply  of  frefli  provifions  and  water,  ad 
often  as  they  had  occafion,  from  the  Portugal  coaft.  Thither 
for  that  purpofc  they  had  failed  with  the  greateft  part  of  the 
fleet,  when  the  fquadron  from  the  Indies  approached  Cadiz; 
Rear-admiral  Stayner,  with  feven  frigates,  plied  to  and  fro,  till 
thefe  eight  large  (hips  were  in  view,  which  he  prefently  knew 
to  be  what  they  really  were ;  whereas  they  took  his  veflcls,  be- 
caufe  they  lay  very  low  in  the  water,  for  fifhcrmen.  This  gave 
him  an  opportunity  of  coming  up  with  and  fighting  them,  though 
the  weather  hindered  four  of  his  frigates  from  afting.  Yet 
with  the  Speaker,  the  Bridgcwiter,  and  the  Plymouth,  he  did 
his  bufinefs ;  and,  after  an  obftinate  engagement,  funk  two,  run 
two  more  a*ground,  and  took  two  of  the  Spanifh  vefiels,  fo  that 
two  only  cfcaped  ^, 

In  one  of  thofe  that  were  dcftroyed  was  the  marquis  of 
Badajox,  of  the  family  of  Lopez,  who  had  been  governor  of 
Peru  for  the  king  of  Spain,  and  pcrifhed  miferably,  with  the 
marchionefs  his  wife,  and  their  daughter ;  the  eldeft  fon  and 
his  brother  were  faved,  and  brought  fafe  to  the  generals  with 
this  prize,  wherein  were  two  millions  of  pieces  of  eight ;  and 
as  mnch  there  was  in  one  of  them  that  was  funk.  The  admiral 
who  carried  the  flag,  (for  concealing  the  richefl  fhip),  with  the 
Portugal  prize,  recovered  the  fhore.  Soon  after,  general  Mon- 
tague, with  the  young  marquis  of  Badajox,  and  part  of  the 
fleet  to  efcort  the  Giver,  returned  into  England,  delivered  the 
bullion  into  the  mint ;  and,  upon  his  earneft  interpofition,  the 
young  marquis  was  tet  at  liberty  ^.    For  this  a  thankfgiving, 

with 

P  dareodon,  nbt  ftipnu  Davies's  hiCtcry  of  the  chril  ,wsrs,  p.  331.  Lad- 
low's  nemoirt,  ToL  ii.  p,  f6o.  Bace»*s  clencus  motaum,  psrt  lii.  page  irx« 
Sir  Philip  Warwick*!  mefnoirs,  page  383.  Manlcy's  hiilory  of  the  rebellion, 
p.  X75.  Captain  Richard  Stayner's  relation  of  this  a^ion,  in  a  Icrter  addreHcd 
to  the  generals  of  the  fleet.  The  letters  of  the  ^generals  BUke  and  Montague 
to  the  protcQor;  and  that  of  the  laft  mentioned  admiral  to  fecretary  Thur* 

inc. 

4  In  the  letters  before  referred  to>,  the  deplorable  fate  of  this  illunHous 
family  k  paiated  in  very  moving  terms ;  and  the  reader,  perhaps,  will  not  be 
difplcafed  to  learn  from  them  fome  particulars.  The  march ionefs  and  her  elded 
daughter,  a  yopng  Udy  of  fifteen  years  of  age,,  who  was  to  have  efpoufed  the 
Ikja  of  the  iduke  of  AUdina-Celi,  fedng  the  vcflll  in  flames,   were  fo  terrified 

that 
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vith  a  narratiTe  to  be  read  thereon^  was  appointed  by  the 
parliament,  who  ifiued  their  declaration  of  war  againft  Spaing 

The  protestor  took  a  great  deal  of  care  of  his  new  conqueft» 
Jamaica  ;  and  within  a  very  ibort  time  after  the  return  of  Fenn 
and  VenableS)  fent  a  confiderable  fv^ply  thither^  and  a  fqua« 
dron  of  men  of  war.  Thefe  troops  were  commanded  by  co* 
lonel  Humphreys,  but  major  Sedgwick  vent  with  hkn,  and  had 
a  commiffion  to  be  governor  of  the  iiland  *•  When  they  cama 
thither,  they  found  things  in  a  much  better  pofture  than  they 
expeAed.  Colonel  Doily,  to  whom  Fortefcue,  on  account  of 
ficknefs^  had  refigned  his  command,  was  a  perfbn  fo  indefati-* 
gable,  that  he  had  fubducd  all  the  oppofition  he  met  with,  and 
driven  the  Spaniards  out  of  the  ifland,  notwithftanding  they 
bad  fortified  tbemfelves  in  two  or  three  places  very  firongly,  and 
bad  been  abundantly  fupplied  with  artillery  and  ammumtioa 
from  Cuba^ 

It  is  eafjr  to  account  for  the  different  behaviour  of  the(e  men 
here,  and  at  Hifpaniola.    They  fought  there  for  the  profit  of 


chat  th«y  fell  down  in  i  fwoon,  tnd  were  bamed.  The  vke-roj,  her  lord; 
had  opporcamty  iufficienc  to  h«te  efcaped ;  bat  when  be  few  hie  lady  and 
dan^Uter,  whom  be  L^ved  esceedinsLy,  ia  that  dreadful  ficoation,  unable  tOt 
farvive  their  lofs,  he  faid,  he  would  die  where  chcy  died;  and  tenderly  em- 
bradng  the  former,  periflied  with  them,  together  with  one  of  their  fona*  Two 
Ions,  and  three  daughtera^  one  of  the  htter  an  infant  of  rwelVe  months  old, 
with  ninety  other  pcrfons,  the  wretched  remains  of  this  fcene  of  horror  and 
ruin,  were  faved.  General  Montague  is  very  copious  in  his  praiies  of  tha 
young  marquis.  Whom  he  describes  as  a  mofl  ingrnious,  learned,  and  accom* 
plifbed  youth  of  about  fixteen.  Soon  after  their  arrival-  in  Enghnd,  this  yoimg 
nobleman  and  his  brother  were  brought  from  ChciUa,  where  tbey  rcfided,  and 
prefenccd  to  the  protestor  at  Whitehall,  who  treated  them  with  great  kindnefa 
and  geaerofity,  and  in  a  (hort  fpace,  as  we  have  before  obfervcd,  fee  them  at 
Fiberty. 

f  Whitlocke't  memorials,  p.  6$$,  where  we  6nd,  that  tbe  thanki  ahb  of 
the  parliament,  by  the  fpeaker,  «cre,  in  purfuance  of  their  refoktion,  given 
to  general  MocUgue,  for  his  great  fervices  done  to  the  commonwealth  by  Tea,, 
on  fats  taking  hit  feat  in  the  houfe.  •  Clarendun's  hidary  of  the 

rebellion,  vol.  vi.  p.  5 Bo.  Whitloeke*s  memoriah,  p.  617.  Heath's  chro- 
Bide,  p.  377.  Davies's  hiAory  of  the  civil  wars,  p.  348.  Manley's  hidory 
of  the  rebellion,  p.  xjjk,  Ludlow*s  memoirs.  Vol.  ii.  p.  s^x.  See  the  pro- 
teAor's  proclamation,  inviting  merchants  and  others  to  fettle  in  the  ifland,  in 
Tbuiloe's  ftAte  p4|perj«  vol.  iii,  f .  7ai»  ^  Biitiih  empire  in  America* 

▼('1.  13.  p.  3q8. 

Others^ 
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others,  but  at  this  titnt  fot  their  own.  Hiey  W6fe  then  VLiitAf 
unacquainted  with  the  elitnatCj  and  fo  lefs  able  td  btur  k\  where* 
M  they  were  in  finne  ineaAire  feafoned  tb  it :  yet  this  Cokmel 
Doily,  who  did  fj  much  for  the  colony^  was  to  be  ireitioved  at 
all  events  from  the  g<0vei*ninent,  becaufe  he  had  been  formerif 
a  cavalier;  Sedgwick,  however^  who  ^as  to  have  been  hi$  Tbc^ 
eefibfj  quickly  died|  and  (b  dkl  Fortefcuc)  and  Hutnphreysf 
according  to  his  ordersi  returned  home  with  a  fmall  fleet': 
Upon  this  the  protedor  difpatched  another  tfaoufand  men  from 
Scotland,  with  one  Colond  Birayne,  who  was  to  take  the  go^ 
Vernment  out  of  Colonel  Doily's  hands ;  but  he  likcwife  dyings 
almoft  as  foon  as  he  fet  his  foot  on  the  tfiandi  Doily  dill  conti- 
nued in  the  exercifeof  >id  authority,  and  with  great  Ikill  and  in- 
tegrity managed  all  things  there  to  the  time  &f  the  fieftorationi 
and  then  Jamaica  was  become,  through  his  care  and  vigilantef 
a  very  confiderable,  and,  for  the  time  it  had  been  fettled^  a  vtef 
populous  plantation  *• 

We  are  now  to  return  to  the  prbceedinga  of  the  fleet  itl  thA 
Mediterranean*  Admiral  Blake  continued  to  cruize  before  the 
haven  of  Cadiz,  and  in  the  Straits^  till  the  month  of  April  1 657  i 
and  having  then  information  of  another  plate-fleet^  which  had 
put  into  the  haven  of  Santa-cruz  in  the  ifland  of  Tcncriff,  he  im* 
mediately  failed  thither,  and  arrived  before  the  town  the  ioth  ot 
April  ^.  Here  he  found  the  flota,  confiding  of  fix  galleons  vcrf 
richly  laden,  and  ten  other  veflels.  The  latter  lay  within  th^ 
port,  with  a  ftrong  barricado  before  them  j  the  galleons  without 
the  boom,  becaufe  they  drew  too  much  water  to  ly  Within  ih 
The  port  itfelf  was  ftrongly  fortified,  having  on  the  north  a  large 
caftle  well  fupplied  with  artillery,  and  feven  forts  united  by  a 
line  of  communication,  well  lined  with  muflceteers.  TheSpaniffi 
governor  thought  the  place  fo  fecure,  and  his  own  difpofitibnd 
fo  well  made,  that  when  the  mafter  of  a  Dutch  (hip  defired 
leave  to  fail,  becaufo  he  apprehended  Blake  wduld  prefently  at* 

t  Ludlow's  mettioiri,  vol.  i!.  p.  533.    Britilb  enipice  in  Ametfeaj  vol.  il* 
P*  30^1  Ito.  ^  Ludlow's  memoirs,  vol.  H.  p.  SS7<    See  the  whole  of  ihei<5 

.tranii^iotts  in  t  treatife  iorifled,  Jamaica  viewed,  with  all  th^  ports,  harhonrs* 
&c»  by  £.  H.  i.  «.  Edmand  Hickeringhill,  London,  t66i,  8vo.  ^  CIt- 

rendon^s  hi(^ory  of  the  rebellion,  vol.  vi.  p.  tfao.    Daviei'l  hiftdry  df  the  dvil 
war»,  p.  357.     Sir  Philip  Warwick's  inenioirsi  p.  j8|. 

tack 
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Wtk  the  fliips  in  the  harboufi  the  Spaniard  anf^arfcd  tartly, 
«  Get  you  gone,  if  you  will,  and  let  ^lake  come,  if  he  dares  ^.^ 

The  admiral^  after  viewing  the  enexby's  preparations  j  calletl  t 
council  of  war,  whet'cin  it  wasrefolved  to  attempt  deftroyihg  the 
enemy's  ihips ;  for  it  wa3  itnpoffible  to  brihg  theto  ofi :  and  to 
this  end  he  fent  captain  Stayner  with  a  fquadroh  to  attack  them^ 
who  foon  forced  his  paiTage  into  the  bay^  While  other  frigltea 
played  on  the  forts  and  linej  andhindefi^d  them  firom  givihg  the 
ihips  much  difturbarlce.  Stayner's  fqUadrbn  wds  quickly  fup- 
ported  by  Blake  with  the  whole  fleets  who  boarded  the  Spanifh 
galleons,  and  in  a  few  hours  made  bimfelf  mafter  of  them  all» 
and  then  fet  them  on  fire  ^  fo  that  the  whole  Spanifh  fleet  was 
burnt  down  to  the  wacePs  edge,  etcept  two  fliips  trhich  funk 
outright ;  and  then«  the  wind  veering  to  S.  W.  he  pslfled  with 
his  fleet  fafe  out  of  the  pOrt  again^  lofitig  iki  this  d^gerous  at<^ 
tempt  no  more  than  forty-eight  men  killed,  and  having  about 
1 20  wounded  1^.  It  was  Without  queftlon  the  boldbft  undertaking 
of  Its  kind  that  had  ever  been  performed^  and  the  Spaniards* 
who  are  romantic  enough  in  their  own  conduct,  were  fo  much 
aftonifhed  at  his,  that  diey  quite  loft  their  fpirits^  and  thence^ 
iiorward  never  thought  themfelves  fafe  either  firom  numbers  or 
fortifications  'k 

When  the  proteAor  had  the  hews  of  thiis  glorious  fuccefs,he 
immediately  fent  it  by  his  fecretary  Thurloe  t6  the  parliament 
then  fitting ;  and  they^  on  hearing  the  particulars^  ordered  a  day 
to  be  (et  apart  for  a  thankfgiving,  a  ring  of  the  value  of  500 
^unds  to  the  general  as  a  teftimony  of  his  country's  gratitude, 
a  prcient  of  too  to  the  captain  who  brought  the  news,  and  their 
thanks  to  all  the  officers  And  foldiers  concerned  ih  the  aftion  *• 

'  Heath*!  cbroni  p.  391.  B»tes*s  %Iencus  mdtathm,  ptit  li.  p.  %%f.  7  Man* 
l<y*k  htftory  of  the  nhtUi^n,  p.  274,  175.  The  perfeA  poltcicUn,  or  the  life 
and  anions  of  Oliter  Cromwellv  p.  xiS,  129.  See  the  letter  of  TbomtB  May- 
n«rd;  EiRj)  the  Bnglidi  conCo)  at  Lifbon,  to  Mr.  Secretary  Tborlue,  acqaatnting 
him  with  the  newt  of  this  great  victory,  dated  the  6th  of  Jonr,  1657,  in  Thor  • 
!««*<  liate  papers,  TOl.  fi.  p.  311.  «  Clarendon,  Yol.  ▼!.  p.  60f,     Heath*! 

cbtoAicIe,  p.  39s.  Darie»*s  hiTlniry  of  the  civil  war?,  p.  357.  Sir  Philip  War- 
nHck's  memoirs.  Bares,  Echard,  ICennet,  Rapin.  *  Heath's  chronicle, 

p.  3931.  Wbiilocke*S  memorials,  p.  66y.  The  perfeA  politician,  or  the  life  and 
deftth  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  p.  321.  See  the  protector's  letter  to  general  Blake  np- 
oA  this  occafion,  dated  Whiieha])^  June  to,  1657,  in  Thurjoc**  Strt  papers,  vol. 
▼i.  p.  341. 

Vol.  IL  H  Captain 
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Captain  Richard  Stayneti  returning  ifoon  ^fter,  was  knighted  by 
the  prote£tor  ^  :  nor  was  it  long  before  Blake  and  the  fleet  re- 
tumed)  which  put  an  end  to  the  Spanifh  war  by  fea ;  foe  the 
protefbor  had  lately  entered  into  a  clofer  conjun£iion  with 
France,  and|  in  confequence  thereof,  ient  over  a  bodj'of  land^^ 
forces  into  Flanders,  where  they  affifted  in  taking  the  fortrefs 
tnd  port  of  Dunkirk^  which  was  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the 
Englifh,  who  kept  it  tiU  after  the  Reftoration  ^. 

There  had  been  for  fome  years  a  very  (harp  war  carried  on  in 
the  north  between  the  kings  of  Sweden  and  Denmark,  which  in 
its  confequences  was  like  to  affed^  the  reft  of  Europe,  efpecially 
the  maritime  powers  d.  The  Dutch  faw  that  their  trade  to  the 
Baltic  would  be  ruined  if  the  king  of  Sweden  prevailed,  who 
was  now  become  the  fuperior  both  by  land  and  i^a ;  they  there- 
lore  refolved  to  fend  a  fleet  to  the  aiSftanCe  of  the  Danes,  which 
they  did,  and  thereby  faved  Copenhagen  ^.  In  England  it  was 
judged  to  be  of  no  leis  confequence  to  fuccour  the  Swedes;  yet 
It  was  not  thought  proper  to  avow  the  defign,  as  the  Diitchhad 
done,  and  therefore  Sir  George  Ayfcue^  who  was  drawn  out  of 
his  retirement  to  command  upon  this  occafion,  had  orders  to  ac- 
cept a  commiflion  as  admiral  from  the  king  of  Sweden,  which 
would  have  enabled  him  to  aft  more  efFcftually  for  his  fervice, 
than  the  Dutch  did  in  favour  of  their  allies. 

This  was  in  the  year  1658  $  but  it  was  fo  late  in  the  feafon^ 
that  the  fquadron  was  not  able  to  reach  Copenhagen  forthe  ice  f« 

b  Heath's  chionicle,  p.  39ai.  who  (rays  he]  (deferred  that  honoor  from  a  better 
haod,  nor  dM  hit  merit  mifs  it.  See  the  lift  of  Oliver's  lords,  barooett,  aii4 
kaights>  at  the  end  of  the  ptrft€t  politician,  or  life  and  death  of  Oliver  Cromwell, 
p,  ^63.  ^  Clarendon*!  biftoiy  of  the  rebellion,  toU  ti.  ^  640,  644.  Lad- 

low*t  memoirs,  vol.  ii.  p.  s6o»  $6i,  6ji»  Whttlocke^a  memorials,  p.  665,  673, 
674.  Thurloe**  flate  > papers*  vol*  vi.  pw  t$,  ^3,  87*  SS7*  vol*  vii«  Sp«  151^ 
>$5«  iS^y  '^*  i^9>  '73*  Memoires  de  Montglat,  toa.  iv.  p.  174— 179«  Me- 
moires  povr  ferrir  a  Thiftoire  d*Anne  d'Autriche,  par  madame  de  MoCteYille. 
tome  V.  p.  267 — xy  I.  edit.  1730.  Qa'ncy  hiftoire  mtlitalre  de  Louii  XlV.  lomc  >• 
p.  233'— a36.  d  Whiilocke*s  meoMrials*  p.  tfl^.   Heath's  cbronicie,  p.  397. 

B^tet^s  elencot  motuum,  part  ii.  p.  atS,  aap.  BaHiage  annalea  des  provincea 
unief,  tome  i.  p.  jSj.  Le  Clerc  hi(^.  dei  provinces  unies,  tonac  ii.  lie.  siii,  Nca* 
vUle  hifloire  de  Hoilandei  tome  iii.  Ht.  11*  *  Bafnage  annales  dcs  pro- 

vinces anies,  tomeik  p*  S^'k  t«e  Clerc  hifloire  des  provinces  unies,  tome  t.  lir. 
1 3.     Neuville  bi(loIre  de  HoIlande»  tome  iil.  liv.  1 1,  f  Heath*s  chronicle^  p. 

416,  Thurloc*s  date  papers,  vol.  vil.  p.  41a,  509,  $10,  513,  528,  529,  541,  550^ 
5$/. 

All 
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An  ezpedittoa&  by  kz  are  liable  to  great  uncertaintyi  even 
when  planned  with  the  greateft  ikiUL  The  protestor  and  hi9  . 
council  proje&ed  this.  Sir  George  Ayfcue  went  in  a  Swedi(h 
fiiip  with  a  number  of  gallant  ofEcers  attached  to  bini>  and  re- 
iblvcd  to  follow  his  fortunes ;  but  the  EngliOi  fquadron  was 
commanded  by  vice*admiral  Goodfon,  who  was  to  9&  in  eon- 
jun£lion  with  Sir  George»  when  he  publiflied  bis  Swediih  com- 
miiEon*  But»  this  fleet  being  long  retarded  by  contrary  winds, 
the  prote£):or  died  in  the  mean  time.  However,  Richard^  pur*- 
fuing  his  father's  rcheme»  had  fent  it;  and  on  account  of  the  ice, 
aa  is  before  mentioned,  tbis  fleet  returned  again  to  England, 
without  effeding  any  thing,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  Danes  and 
the  Dutch.  This  difappointmenti  joined  to  the  many  difEcuItics 
arifen  upon  the  demife  of  OllTer,  it  was  generally  conceived  that 
the  Englifh  would  have  meddled  no  farther  in  this  affair  '.  It 
proved  otherwife,  however;  for  a  flout  fleet  was  fitted  out,  and 
fent  into  the  Baltic  under  the  command  of  admiral  Montague^ 
who  had  acquired  a  great  reputation  by  ferving  in  conjun£lion 
with  Blake.  He  had,  befides  his  commifliou  of  admiral,  ano«- 
ther,  whereby  he  was  joined  in  the  negociation  in  the  north  with 
the  ambafladors  Sidney  and  Honey wogd^.  He  arrived  at  Co** 
penhagen,  and  managed  bis  affairs  with  great  dexterity;  for  he 
avoided  coming  to  blows,  that  fa^e  might  not  begin  anew  Dutch 
war,  compelled  the  king  of  Sweden,  by  talking  to  him  in  a  pro- 
per ftyle,  to  think  of  peace,  to  which  he  was  otherwife  very 
little  inclined,  and  while  he  did  all  this,  and  executed  efieAual* 
ly  the  duties  of  thofe  high  offices  with  which  he  was  intrufted, 
he  entertained  a  fecret  correfpondence  with  the  king,  and  dif- 
pofed  all  things  on  board  the  fleet  for  his  fervice  K 

When  mcafures  were  concerted  for  Sir  George  Booth's  rifing* 
which  was  the  laft  attempt  made  in  favour  of  his  majefty  beforo 
his  reftoration,  notice  of  it  was  given  to  admiral  Montague  at 

S  Bafiiage  tnndes  6tt  pro?iacei  nnief,  tome  i.  p.  553.  h  ClarcAdon's 

fciftorv  of  the  rebellion,  tol.  vi.  p.  65^,  730.  Ntath'a  ehroaicic,  p,  416.  Thur* 
}ot*%  ftate  paper«^  vol.  vii.  p.  6i6,  636.  I  See  genetal  Moiit«su^*s  ietcei* 

tp  the  kiogi  of  Sweden  and  Dei|mark,  u  allb  to  the  Duteh  admiral  Opdam.  See 
bit  letter  to  focretary  Tburloe.  See  the  proteaor  Rchard  Cromwcll't  letter  to 
general  Montague  ia  Tburloe'*  flate  papers,  toI.  vii.  p.  644,  (^51,  666.  Whh- 
kcke'i  mqnarlals,  p.  700,    Heath*i  ckronide,  p,  41 6. 
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Copenhagen,  who  inftantly  refolved  to  return  to  England.  IHh 
fellow*ambaSadors,  w^o  were  very  able  men,  and  very  heart  j 
republicans,  had  by  thi$  tini<;  gained  fome  intelligence  of  hisin« 
tercourfe  with  the  king,  and  therefore  intended  to  have  fdzed 
him  ip  cafe  be  ^ame  afhore^.  He  was  wife  enough  never 
to  put  it  in  their  power,  and  took  care  alfo  to  run  no  riik  in 
returning  without  orders ;  for  having  called  a  council  of  war,  he 
complained  to  tfa^m  that  provifions  grew  (hort,  and  that  it  would 
be  a  very  difficuU  thing  to  lupplytliemfelves  m  that  part  of  the 
world,  there  being  a  Dutch  fleet  thereat  the  fame  time.  Upoa 
^his  it  was  unanimouily  refolved  to  fail  home  immediately ;  and 

this  refolution  was  no  fooner  taken,  than  the  admiral  weighed 

It.  f 

anchor,  and  returned  to  England ',  very  opportunely,  and  ver]^ 
|inexpe£tedly. 

Oil  his  arrival  he  found  things  in  quite  another  fituation  than 
he  expected.  Sir  George  Booth  had  been  defeated  and  taken 
prifoner,  and  the  old  parliament  was  again  reftored;  fo  that 
admiral  Montague,  though  he  had  forty  iail  of  flout  fliips  under 
his  command,  and  the  feamen  much  at  his  devotion,  yet  thought 
it  fafeft  to  leave  the  fleet,  acd  to  come  up  freely  and  give  ai^ 
account  ef  his  condu£^  to  the  partiament;  which  he  did  in  Sep- 
tember  16599  and  was  afterwards  allowed  to  rehire  to  his  houfe 
in  the  country  °l.  The  command  of  the  fleet  was  then  intrufted 
with  admiral  Lawfon,  who  continued  in  the  channel  with  alar- 
ger  fquadron  of  fhips  than  ordinary,  till  general  Monk  came  out 
6f  Scotland  °.  As  foon  as  the  dcfigns  of  that  great  man  began 
to  ripen,  he  propofed  that  Montague  fiiould  be  recalled,  and  re* 
reftored  ^o  the  command  of  the  navyj  which  was  accordingly 
done,  and  the  fupreme  power  in  maritime  aflfairs  vefted  in  hink 
and  Monk°. 

k  Clarendon"!  hU^ory  of.  the  rebellion,  vol«  ▼!•  p*  731.  I  Claren^iNH 

ibid.  Heatb*s  cbrooicle,  p.  41^.  See  Algernon  Sydney's  letter  to  the  council  of 
.Aare,  da^ed  Copenhagen,  AugufI  at,  1659,  complaining  bitterly  of  l;^e  generars 
iailing  without  iiis  cohcurrencc  and  that  of  hit  coUeagaet.  1°  Ctarcndvo, 

vol.  vi.  p.  731.  iv(aiiley*t  hiftory  ofthettbellioo,  p.  aSr.  Heatb*i  chronicle,  p, 
4a6.  ■  Clarendon,  Yol.  vi.  p.  72$.  Ladlow*s  mroioiri,  toI.  ii.  p.  666.  Whit* 
iocke's  memorials,  p.  69c.  A  perteA  dioroal  of  every  day's  proceedings  in  parlia* 
ittent.  London,  1659,  4t",  K^.  z.  p.  3.  0  CUVendoo,  vol.  vi.  p.  7^9, 

Jk''arh*s chronicle,  p.  4^9.  W[hitl<cke*8  memorial»|  p.  697.  Ludiow*»  fDeoiofrs, 
Voi\  ii,  13.  ^6;.     Ciumble^s  lii^  ofMuok.  p.  164, 

Aumual 
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Admiral  Montague  went  inftantly  to  his  command)  and  was 
pot  a  little  (urprized  to  find  that  Lawfon  and  the  reft  of  the  of- 
ficers were  much  better  inclined  to  the  intended  change  than  he 
«aq)e£led ;  and  therefore  he  did  not  much  difiemble  either  hia 
inclinations  or  intentions.  On  the  fourth  of  April  1660,  he  re- 
ceived his  Majefty^  letter,  and  caufed  it  to  be  read  publicly  in 
the  fleet;  immediatdy  after  which,  without  waiting  for  thepar« 
liamenf  s  orders,  he  (kiled  for  Holland,  and  fent  an  officer  to 
the  Hague,  to  inform  the  king  that  he  was  ready  to  receive 
bim^. 

We  have  thus,  without  entering  deep  into  politics,  run  through 
the  naval  tranfa^ons  of  this  memorable  period,  and  have  now 
Qnly  the  lives  of  the  moft  eminent  feamen  who  flourifhed  there- 
in to  employ  oyr  care.  But,  previous  to  this,  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  obferve,  that  it  was  wholly  owing  to  the  unanimity 
pf  our  failors,  and  their  generous  difrcgard  to  domeftic  broiis, 
fhat  we  obtained  (6  many  glorious  viAories  at  fea,  ^nd  fpread 
the  terror  of  the  Englifh  name  abroad,  when  the  Engliili  na- 
pon  at  home  was  oh  the  brink  of  deftrufiion  \  that  the  parlia* 
ment  followed  the  king's  fteps  exaftly,  in  claiming  the  honour 
of  the  flag,  aiferting  the  fovereignty  of  the  feas,  and  looking 
with  a  jealous  eye  on  the  encroachments  of  the  French  and 
Patch  i  that  in  all  our  paval  expeditions  we  came  off*  with  ho-f 
fiour,  and  moftly  with  viAory  ;  v^hpreas,  in  conjun^  expedi* 
pons,  wherein  land  were  joined  with  fea  forces,  we  were  lefs 
fortunate  ;  that  our  readinefs  in  protecting  trade,  and  refolution 
to  revenge  any  infults  on  our  honour,  contributed  not  a  littk  to 


P  See  the  king*t  letter  to  the  generals  of  the  Da?y  et  Cet,  together  with  bit  fd^- 
Jefty*!  declAracion  ro  the  captain»t  cotnoiamiers,  and  fcioien  belonging  to  the 
ileeti  i^c,  London,  1660,  4to.  Clarendon*!  hiftory  of  the  rebellion,  vol.  ▼!.  p. 
^68.  Whitlocke*anemoriaU,  p.  701.  Sir  Khillp  Warwick's  memoirs,  p,  435, 
Heath^s  chronicle,  p.  446.  lo  the  minut«s  of  the  journal  of  admiral  Montagu?, 
afterwards  earl  of  Sandwich,  printed  in  Kenneths  chionicle,  p.  144.  tnat  noble 
perlbn  tells  us, That  Sir  John  Granville  came  on  board  the  NiIeby,onThorrJajr,  MiT 
the  tenth,  about  ten  of  itoe  clock  at  itijjht,  with  a  menage  from  general  Monk,  that 
the  kiog*s  friends  judged  his  Majefty^s  prefent  repair  to  London  was  abloIuieJy  nc« 
ceflary  ;  and  therefore  deHred  hina  to  iail,  and  waft  the,  king  over,  which  he  prj> 
mifed  to  do  j  and  fent  Sir  John  over  in  the  Speaker,  to  aHiire  the  king  the  fleet 
IhoaJd  attend  him,  vrhifh  it  Accordingly  didj  the  .admiral  failing  for  the  Dutch  coaft 
the  n^it  daj. 

the 
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the  extending  our  commerce,  and  raifing  our  reputation  i  laftI7^ 
that  thefe  advantages  were  all  the  nation  had  to  balance  a  mul« 
titude  of  misfortunes,  our  country  being  handled  and  defiroyed 
by  contending  parties,  our  induftry  difcouraged  by  fo  long  4 
var,  and  moft  of  our  manufaAures  ruined. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  iniquitous  opprefiions,  the  hypocri^i 
tical  diifimulations,  the  fcandalous, outrages  on  our  moft  exceU 
lent  conftitution,  were  fo  notorious,  that  we  muft  have  become 
very  defpicable  in  the  eyes  of  our  neighbours,  but  for  the  cou- 
rage and  condu£l  of  our  framen  ^.  Amongft  whom,  all  parties 
have  agreed  to  give  the  firft  rank  to  one  who  brought  no  other 
qualities  than  good  fenfe,  and.  a  bold  fpirit,  when  be  afiumed 
the  command  of  the  Englifli  fleet ;  and  yet  foon  became  tho 
ableft  failor  in  it,  and  as  fuch  claims  our  fird  regard. 


MEMOIRS    OF    Admiral    BLAKE. 

HIS  defcent  was  very  honourable,  the  family  from  which 
he  fprung  having  been  long  fettled  at  Plansfield,  in  the 
pariih  of  SpaxtoninSomerfetfiiire'.    Mr.  Humphry  Blake,  his 
father,  was  a  Spanifh  merchant,  and  hainng  acquired  a  confi* 
derable  fortune  for  the  times  in  which  he  lived,  bought  a  fmall 
eftate  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bridgewater,  where  his  family 
had  been  long  fettled.   He  bad  feveral  children,  of  whom  the 
eldeft  was  Robert,  whofe  life  we  are  now  to  write.    He  was 
bom  in  the  month  of  Auguft  1598,  and,  during  his  father's  life- 
time, was  educated  at  a  free  fchool  in  Bridgewater  *.     He  af- 
terwards removed  to  Oxford,  where  he  was  firft  a  member  of 
St.  Alban's-ball,  and  next  of  Wadham-coUcge.     After  taking 
a  degree,  and  meeting  with  more  than  one  difappointment  in  bis 
endeavours  to  obtain  academical  preferment,  he  left  the  univcr» 
iity,  when  he  had  ftaid  there  feven  years  ^ 

_^  > 

4  9«e  the  cooclufioa    of    Lord   Clarendon**  biftorj*  and  of  Sir  PSiillp   War* 
wick*s  memoirt.  '  Wood's  fa(li   Oxon.  vol,  t.  col.203.     LWet,  BrittJi 

aDd  foreign,  vol.  ii.  p.  75.  •  Wood,  ubi  fupra.  «  Lives, 

fagUH]  and  foreign,  voi.  ii.  Lord  X:U<endon*t  hlflory  of  the  rebellion,  vol.  vi.  p. 
601.  The  pcrlccl  pv»tuicUo^  or  the  life  aad  death  oF  Oliver  Cionwelly  p, 
543- 

During 
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Daring  his  refidence  in  that  leal  of  the  mufes^  he  fufficiently 
difplayed  his  temper,  which  in  reality  was  that  of  a  humourift, 
ufually  grave,  and  in  appearance  morole ;  but  inclined  in  an 
evening,  and  with  particular  friends,  to  be  very  chearful,  though 
Itill  with  a  tinffaire  of  feverity,  which  difpofed  him  to  bear  hard 
on  the  pride  of  courtiers,  and  the  power  of  churchmen ;  which, 
as  the  noble  hiftorian  well  obferves,  rendered  him  very  agree- 
able to  the  good-fellows  in  thofe  days ;  though  whether  there 
was  any  ground  from  this  difpolition  of  his  to  conclude  him  a 
republican,  is,  I  think,  not  eafy  to  be  determined  **•  This  i$ 
certain,  that  his  reputation  for  probity,  and  his  known  averfton 
to  perfecution,  engaged  the  Puritans  to  promote  his  eleAion  as 
a  bnrgeis  for  Bridgewater,  in  the  parliament  which  fat  in  April 
1640*. 

That  aflembly  was  diflblved  too  early  for  Mr.  Blake  to  make 
iny  difcovery  therein  of  his  talents  as  a  fenator ;  and  in  the  long 
parliament,  which  fat  foon  after,  he  loft  his  election.  When 
the  war  broke  out  between  the  king  and  the  parliament,  he  de- 
dared  for  the  latter,  and  took  arms  very  early  in  their  fervice  ; 
but  where,  and  in  what  quality,  is  not  very  clear.  However, 
he  was  very  foon  made  a  captain  of  dragoons,  in  which  ftation 
he  fliewed  himfelf  as  able  and  active  an  officer  as  any  in  the  fer« 
vice,  and  as  fuch  was  conftantly  employed  upon  all  occafions, 
where  either  boldnefs  or  dexterity  were  particularly  requifite  \ 

In  1643  we  find  him  at  Briftol,  under  the  command  of  colo- 
nel Ftennes,  who  intrufted  him  with  a  little  fort  on  the  line,  in 
which  he  firft  gave  the  world  a  proof  of  his  military  virtues ; 
for,  on  the  26th  of  July,  when  Prince  Rupert  attacked  that  im- 
portant place,  and  the  governor  had  agreed  to  furrender  it  upon 
articles,  Mr.  Blake  ftill  held  out  his  fort,  and  killed  feveral  of 
the  king's  forces.  This  exafpcrated  Prince  Rupert  to  fpch  a  de- 
gree, that  he  talked  of  hanging  him,  had  not  fome  friends  in- 
terpofed,  and  excufed  him  on  account  of  his  want  of  experience 


V  ClarendoA^t  btC^ory  of  the  rebellion,  vol.  ti.  p«  6o&.  ^  Lives  Eng- 

lish and  fereigOf  vol.   ii.  p.  76.     Ralmrorth'icotleflionf.aader  the  year  1640. 
p.  f|ri.  '  Wood^c  fifti  OKon,Tol.  i.  co1«  104.     Bacei\  e?cncoi  mo* 

tnuiD,  part  it.  p.  iiS.    The  perfect  potiucUn>  or  the    life  aod  death  oi  Oliver 
CromweHi  p.  sati 

in 
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in  war  5  and  at  their  reqoeft^  though  not  without  much  duS- 
cuhy,  be  was  at  laft  prevailed  on  to  give  up  the  fort  ^, 

After  this  he  ferved  in  Somerfetfliirey  under  the  command  of 
Popham,  who  was  governor  of  Lyme^  to  whoCe  regiment  Blake 
was  lieutenant-colonel.  As  he  was  much  beloved  in  his  coun* 
try,  and  as  the  greateftpart  of  the  regiment  were  Somerfetihire 
meui  he  had  fo  good  an  intelligence  in  thofe  partsi  that  be^  in 
conjun£lion  with  Sir  Robert  Pye,  furprized  Taunton  for  the 
parliament)  where  he  found  ten  pieces  of  cannon,  and  a  great 
deal  of  ammunition^.  In  1644,  he  was  condituted  governor  of 
that  place,  which  was  of  the  utmofl  importance,  being  the  only- 
garrifon  the  parliament  had  in  the  weft.  The  works  about  it 
were  far  from  being  ftrong.  He  had  no  very  numerous  garri^ 
fan  ;  yet,  by  keeping  a  ftrift  difcipline,  and  treating  the  townf^ 
men  well,  he  m^e  a  fhift  to  keep  it^  though  no  great  care  was 
taken  to  furnx(h  him  with  fupplies,  and  notwichftanding  he  was 
fometimes  befiegcd,  and  often  blocked  up  by  the  king's  forces. 

At  length  general  Goring  came  before  the  place  with  near 
ten  thoufand  men,  and  preflcd  Blake  fo  clofe,  that  he  carried  aU 
the  outworks,  and  aftually  took  from  him  a  part  of  the  town* 
However,  he  held  out  the  reft  of  it  and  the  caftle  with  won- 
derful obftinacy  till  relief  came ;  for  which  extraordinary  fervice 
the  parliament  gave  the  garrifon  a  bounty  of  two  thouland 
pounds,  and  honoured  colonel  Blake  with  a  prefcnt  of  five  hun- 
dred pounds.  .  All  who  have  preferved  the  memory  of  the  fig- 
nal  events  in  that  unhappy  war,  allow  this  to  have  been  a  fm- 
gularly  gallant  and  foldier-like  a£tion'. 

Colonel  Blake,  in  April  1646,  marched  with  a  detachment 
from  his  garrifon,  and  reduced  D under. cafUe,  a  feat  belonging 
to  the  ancient  family  of  Lutterel,  the  troops  poded  therein  ha- 
ving given  great  didurbance  to  the  country  $  which  was  the  laft 
military  atchievement  he  performed  during  this  war  ^«  On  the 

T  CUren'fon^s  hiftory  of  the  rebcHion,  to!,  ti.  p.  601,  s  Wkitlocke** 

nemoriaU.  p.  95*  Ru(h«'orth*t  coUeAiojif,  uoier  tbe  ^rear  1644,  p.  6S5.  Lad* 
|ow*t  memoiri,  vol.  i.  p.  Ii3'  *  Ruihworth'a  colledtioot,  ucder  th« 

yen  1645,  p.  %%,  Heaib*s  ChrontcYe,  p,  76,  77,  Si.  Lu<}!ow*s  memotn,  yoU  u 
p.  1)5,  144,  151,  t6f.  Whitlocke*s  memoriaif,  p.  107,  144,  146.  b  Hea'tb*^ 
chronicle,  p.  106.  WhiUockc's  memorials^  p.  aoa.  Oaries*s  Kift.  of  the  tivil 
wais,  p.  1S7.   Lttilow'i  memoirti  vol.  i.  p*  171. 

twenty-* 
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twenty-fourth  of  December  fonowing,  tke  parliament  ordered 
live  hundred  pounds  to  be  paid  him  for  difbanding  fome  forces^. 
When  the  parliament  voted  that  no  furthier  addrelTes  fhould  be 
made  to  the  king,  Blakej  as  governor  of  Taunton,  was  prevail- 
ed upon  to  join  in  an  addreb  of  thanks  to  tlie  hoiife  of  com- 
mons, for  haying  taken  this  ftep.  I  fay,  prevailed  upon  i  be- 
iraufe  this  could  never  have  been  agreeable  to  his  own  fentiaients 
if  what  the  writer  of  his  life  tells  us  be  true;  that,  when  the 
king  came  to  be  tried;  Blake  difapproted  that  meafiire  as  bar« 
barous  in  itfelf,  and  illegal  in  its  nature  ^  ihfomuch  that  he  was 
frequently  he^rd  to  fay,  <<  He  would  as  freely  venture  his  life 
^<  to  fave  the  king^  as  ever  he  did  to  ferve  the  parliament  <>." 

This  exprcflidnj  however,  we  muft  attribute  rather  to  the 
generoGty  of  his  temper,  than  to  his  political  principles;  fince, 
|sfter  the  king  was  murdered,  he  fell  in  roundly  ^itfa  the  repub* 
lican  party,  and,  next  to  Cromwell  and  Ireton^  he  was  the 
ableft  and  moft  futccfsful  officer  they  had.  One  would  Wonder 
how  fo  honeit  and  diGnterefted  a  perfon  could  take  a  (hare  in 
fuch  iheafures  as  were  certainly  contrived  by  men  of  quite  Ano- 
ther ftump ;  but  it  feeihs  he  fatisfied  himfelf  in  all  thefe  chan>« 
ges  with  the  integrity  of  his  own  purpofc,  of  adhering,  as  far 
SM  he  was  able,  to  his  couiitry's  intereft,  and  exerting  his  iit- 
moft  capacity  to  eXalt  her  glory.  Thefe;  though  noble  qualifi- 
batbns  of  themfelves,  gave  i^ien  of  lefs  honour,  and  more  cun- 
kiing,  an  opportunity  of  Ufing  his  great  abilities  and  undaunted 
'courage  for  the  furthierance  of  their  own  private  viewsj  with 
which  he  grew  afterwards  vei7  uneafy,  and  fome  fay  his  difcon- 
tent  fwcUed  fo  high,  that  it  became  at  length  a  i^ortal  difeafe. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  guefs  what  induced  the  parliament  to  make 
choice  of  him^  who  had  always  ftrved  as  a  horfe-officer,  to  take 
khe  fiipreme  command  of  the  fleet.  All  our  hiftorians  and  me« 
moir-wrttets  ate  filent  as  to  their  motive ;  arid  therefore  I  hope 
the  reader  will  excufe  me  if  I  hazard  a  conjeAure  on  this  head. 
The  parliament  had  lately  taken  upon  themfelves  the  rank, 
though  not  the  title,  of  ftates-general,  and  therefore  might  be 
inclined  tb  make  Ufe  of  deputies  for  the  direction  both  of  fleets 
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and  armiesi  who  were  to  judge  in  great  points,  and  to  be  obef* 
ed  by  fuch  as  were  fkilful  In  their  profefficm,  either  as  feamen 
or  foldiers  ^  far,  in  their  jadgntent^^to  command  was  one  thing, 
and  to  zGt  another.  On  the  I2th  of  February  1648*9,  he  was 
appointed  one  of  the  commiflioners  of  the  navy,  and  upon  the 
2ift  an  a£i  pafied^  as  we  have  eUewhere  taken  notice,  appoint* 
ing  him>  in  conjunction  with  Deane  and  Popham,to  command 
the  fleet.  His  firft  fervice  was  driving  Prince  Rupert's  fleet 
from  die  Iriih  coafl,  and  then  following  him  into  the  Mediter- 
ranean. This  gave  his  mafters  high  fadsfaAion,  both  in  refpeft 
to  his  capacity  and  bis  fidelity  in  their  iervice,  which  they  like- . 
wife  acknowledged  very  obHgingly^.  His  conduct  indeed  was 
equally  prudent  and  fuccefsful ;  for  it  not  only  put  an  end  to 
that  kind  of  piratical  war,  which  did  fo  much  damage  to  tradc^ 
but  alfo  ftruck  fuch  a  terror  into  the  Spaniards  and  Portugueze^ 
^s  to  prevent  all  thofe  difputes  which  otherwife  would  have 
naturally  happened  on  the  appearance  of  fo  new  a  power  in 
Europe,  as  the  commonwealth  of  England, 
t  Ift  the  month  of  February  1651,  Blake,  in  his  return  home- 
wards, took  a  French  man  of  war  of  forty  guns ;  in  rcSpeGt  to 
tvhich  a£tion  there  happened  fome  circumflances  that  certainlf 
deferve  to  be.  particularly  mentioned.  The  admiral  commanded 
the  captain  on  board  him,  and  afked  him,  if  he  was  willing  to 
lay  down  his  fword?  He  anfwercdy  he  was  not;  upon  which 
Blake  generouOy  bid  him  rctuni  to  his  fhip,  and  fight  it  out  as 
long  as  he  was  able.  The  captain  took  him  at  his  word,  fought 
him  bravely  for  about  two  hours,  and  then  fubmitting,  went 
again  on  board  Blake's  fhip,  firfl  kified  and  then  prefented  his 
fword  to  the  admiral  upon  his  knees.  This  fhip,  with  four 
more,  the  admiral  fent  into  England;  and  not  long  after  arri- 
ving at  Plymouth  with  his  fquadron,  he  there  received  the  thanks 
of  the  parliament  for  his  vigilance  and  valour  in  his  flation,  and 
was  conftituted  one  of  the  lords  wardens  of  the  cinque  ports,  as 
an  additional  mark  of  their  efleem  and  confidence^. 

In  March  following,  colonel  Blake,  colonels  Popham  and 
Deane,  or  any  two  of  them,  were  again  appointed  by  aA  of 
parliament  to  be  admirals  and  generals  of  the  fleet  for  the  yeat 
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ci^foingi  in  which  he  reduced  the  iflands  of  Scilly,  Guemfey, 
and  Jcriejy  to  the  obedience  of  the  parliament ;  .and,  as  a  new 
mark  of  honour,  he  was,  cm  the  25th  of  November,  eledled  one 
of  the  cottncU  of  ftate.  When  the  neceility  of  a  Dutch  war  be* 
came  apparent,  the  parliament  gave  the  higheft  teftimony  of  their 
fenfe  of  his  merit,  and  of  their  entire  confidence  in  his  condu A, 
by  conflkuting  hiin>  in  March  1652,  fdle  general  of  the  fleet  for 
nine  months.  But  though  I  mention  this  as  a  proof  that  they 
were  apprebenfive  of  the  war,  yet,  as  I  have  faid  eUewhere, 
there  is  no  appearance  of  their  judging  a  rupture  to  be  fo  near 
as  it  reaUy  was }  ocherwife  they  would  certainly  have  fent  Blake 
to  fea  witJh  a  better  fleets.  We  have  already  given  a  diftinA 
account  of  the  firft  battle  in  the  Downs,  on  the  19th  of  May, 
1652,  excepting  fome  circomftances  which  relate  to  Blake,  and 
which  were  therefore  referved  for  this  place. 

When  he  obTerved  Van  Tromp  bore  nearer  his  fleet  than  he 
had  any  occafion  to  do,  he  faluted  him  with  two  guns  without 
ball,  to  put  him  in  mind  of  (hiking  fail ;  upon  which  the  Dutch* 
man,  in  contempt,  fired  on  the  contrary  fide.  Blake  fired  a 
fecoad  and  a  third  gun,  which  Van  Tromp  anfwered  with  a 
broadfide  :  the  Englifh  admiral  perceiving  his  intention  to  fight^ 
detached  himfelf  from  the  reft  of  the  fleet  to  treat  with  Van 
Tromp  upon  that  point  of  honour,  and  to  prevent  the  efiufion 
of  blood,  and  a  national  quarrel :  when  Blake  approached 
nearer  to  Van  Tromp,  he  and  the  reft  of  his  fleet,  contrary  to 
the  law  of  nations  (the  Englilh  admiral  coming  with  a  defign 
to  treat),  fired  on  Blake  with  whole  broadfides.  The  admiral 
was  in  his  cabbin  drinking  with  fome  officers,  little  ei(pc£ting 
to  be  ialuted,  when  the  ftiot  broke  the  windows  of  the  (hip, 
and  (battered  the  ftem,  which  put  him  into  a  vehement  pafBon, 
ib  that  curling  his  whi(kers,  as  he  ufed  to  do  whenever  he  was 
angry,  he  commanded  his  men  to  anfwcr  the  Dutch  in  their 
kind,  (aying,  when  his  heat  was  fomewhat  over,  "  he  took  it 
<«  very  ill  of  Van  Tromp  that  he  fhould  take  his  Ihip  for  a 
<<  bawdy^houfc,  and  break  his  windows."  Blake  fingly  fuftain^ 
ed  the  (hock  of  the  Dutch  fleet  for  (bme  time,  till  bis  Qwn  (hips, 
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^nd  the  fquadron  under  major  Bourne  could  join  them ;  ai^d 
^hen  the  engagement  grew  hot  oh  both,  and  bloody  on  the  ene^ 
iny's  fide,  tUl  night  put  an  end  to  it  K 

/  After  this  battle,  Blake  lay  in  the  Doyrns  for  a  confiderablQ 
time,  which  he  fpent  in  repairing  and  augmenting  his  fleet,  and 
in  detaching  fmall  fquadrons  to  cruize  upon  the  enemy.  About 
fhe  beginning  of  June,  finding  he  had  forc^  enough  to  underr 
take  any  fervice,  he  caufed  a  folemn  faft  to  be  held  on  board 
bis  {hips,  CO  implore  the  blefling  of  God  on  their  arms ;  and 
encouraged  his  feamen  by  t)xe  example  of  his  zeal  on  this  occa« 
fion,  as  muph  as  he  had  ever  done  by  his  perfbnal  bravery  in  ^ 
time  of  adion  >.  In  the  fpace  of  this  month,  he  fent  forty 
rich  prizes  into  the  river,  and  fo  effe^ually  ruined  the  Dutch 
trade,  and  broke  the  fpirits  of  fuch  as  were  appointed  to  fup^ 
port  it,  (hat  moft  pf  their  yefiels  declined  coming  through  the 
channel,  even  under  convoy ;  chufing  rather  to  put  into  French 
ports,  land  their  cargoes  there,  and  afterwards  tranfport  them 
(o  Holland,  by  land  or  water,  as  they  could  K 

In  the  beginning  of  July,  finding  iir  George  Ayficue  return*^ 
ed  from  Barbadoes,  and  a  force  fufficienc  to  guard  the  Downs^ 
he  refolved  to  fail  northwards,  to  execute  a  defign  he  had  long 
meditated,  of  deftroying  the  herring-fifhery,  which  he  thought 
roula  have  put  an  immediate  end  to  the  war,  by  convincing 
the  Dutc|;\  of  the  folly  of  difputing  our  fovereignty  in  our  ow^ 
feas.  This  appears  to  haye  been  the  moft  judicious  icheme  laid 
down  through  the  whole  war  ^  becaufe  it  tended  to  clear  th^ 
ground  of  the  quarrel,  and  to  flicw  the  Dutch  their  error  it% 
difputing  with  a  nation,  who  had  it  in  their  power  to  diftreft 
them  at  any  time  in  the  tendereft  part ;  that  which  afforded 
a  fubfiftence  to  many,  and  was  the  main  fource  of  wealth  to 
all'. 

On  the  fecond  of  July,  Blake  bore  away  to  the  north,  and 
quickly  fell  in  with  the  Dutch  fifliing  veflels,  which  were  there 
in  great  numbers,  under  the  protedlion  of  twelve  men  of  war. 
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Blake  attacked  their  convoy,  and  they,  knowing  the  importance 
of  their  charge,  and  having  taken  on  board  a  great  fupply  of 
frefli  men  from  the  veiTels  under  their  care,  fought  bravelys 
and  fold  theic  freedom  dearly  (  but  at  laft  were  every  one  taken» 
which  left  the  fiihery  intirely  at  the  admiral's  mercy,  who 
upon  this  occafion  ihewed  the  reAitude  c^  his  heart,  and  the 
folidity  of  his  underftanding ;  for  having  firft  threatened  thofe 
bufi«s  with  utter  deftruO:ion,  if  ever* they  were  found  there 
again,  without  leave,  he  afterwards  freely  permitted  them  to 
compleat  their  ladings,  on  their  paying  the  tenth  herring, 
which  was  what  King  Charles  demanded  ;  and  where  this  was 
refufed,  he  funk  or  drove  away  their  ftiips ". 

This  mod  important  fervice  is  far  from  being  properly  treat- 
ed by  our  own  writers ;  but  the  Dutch,  who  felt  the  weight 
of  the  blow,  have  fet  it  in  a  true  light.  They  acknowledge  the 
fa£l,  as  I  have  ftated  it,  in  every  circumftance,  except  the  ta- 
king the  whole  convoy,  of  which  they  tell  us  one  fliip  efcaped, 
and  affign  fo  good  a  reafon  for  it,  that  I  am  apt  to  think  the 
fa£t  is  true.  The  captain  fled,  fay  they,  as  foon  as  he  heard 
Blake  was  coming;  but  an  ingenious  author  obferves,  that 
Tromp's  not  following  Blake  time  enough,  was  the  ruin  of  their 
fiihery.  And  though,  fays  he,  the  herring«ii{liery  may  appear 
contemptible  to  ftrangers,  or  to  fuch  as  do  not  refle£t  that  com* 
merce  is,  as  it  were,  the  foul  of  fome  ftates ;  yet  it  is  of  infinite 
confequence  in  Holland,  on  account  efpecially  of  the  vaft  num- 
ber of  fhips  employed  therein,  which  amount  to  more  than 
three  tboufand  every  year**.  Befides,  there  are  an  incredible 
multitude  of  people  employed  in  feveral  forts  of  works  relating 
to  this  fifhing;  infomuch  that  Mr.  de  Witte,  who  computed 
the  inhabitants  of  Holland  at  two  millions  and  a  half,  thought 
that  near  half  a  million  acquired  a  fufiftence  from  their  fifliery*'. 
If  therefore  the  parliament  had  purfued  Blake's  fcheme,  and 
had  Rationed  a  ftout  fquadron  on  the  coafl  of  Scotland,  they 
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muft  have  quickly  ended  this  war  on  znj  terms  they  bad  thoog^t 
£t  to  prefcribe. 

I  mufl:  upon  this  occafioa  Cake  notice  of  the  only  cenfure  I 
have  met  with  on  our  admiral's  conduAy  as  I  find  it  reported 
by  lieutenant-general  Ludlow,  who  fs^ys,  that  fome  thought  the 
releaiing  the  herring.buiTeSi  and  fuffering  the  feamea  to  return 
fefely  into  Holland,  was  not  to  be  jufti&ed ;  becaufe,  by  the 
help  of  thefe  veflels,  we  might  have  been  enabled  to  creCt  a 
fiOiery,  and  thereby  hs^^  obtained  fome  repatation  for  the  da- 
mages fuftained  from  the  Dutch,  and  by  detaining  their  ma-- 
rinersi  they  muft  have  been  exceedingly  weakened  and  diftreC- 
fed  P.  There  is,  I  muft  own,  fomething  very  plauCble  in  this 
obje£iion  j  and  yet,  when  it  is  thoroughly  confidered,  I  believe 
it  will  appear,  that  the  admiral  took  the  better  courfe.  He 
found  moft  of  thefe  buiTes  near  harbours,  into  which  they 
would  have  undoubtedly  run,  had  he  proceeded  to  extremities. 
The  men  on  board  thefe  veflels  were  between  fix  and  fevea 
thoufand.  To  have  deftroyed  fo  many,  would  have  been  an 
z£k  of  great  cruelty,  and  to  have  taken  them,  confidering  he 
had  already  above  a  thoufand  prifoners,  would,  upon  the  whole, 
have  proved  but  an  imprudent  ftep ;  fo  that,  confidering  him 
as  a  brave  man,  an  Englilhman,  and  a  Chriftian,  one  cannot 
well  avoid  commending  him  for  fo  generous  a  behaviour  towards 
enemies.  The  Dutch  writers  readily  acknowledge  his  courtefy 
and  nngnanimity  ^,  which  I  doubt  not  was  approved  by  the 
parliament,  who,  however  they  came  by  their  authority,  ufed 
it  with  honour  and  moderation,  and  thereby  fet  a  proper  ex* 
ample  to  the  officers  they  employed. 

His  fubfequent  condu61  during  the  Dutch  war  has  been  alrea* 
dy  thoroughly  accounted  for,  and  therefore  I  (hall  only  take  no- 
tice here  of  the  method  our  admiral  took  to  keep  the  (eameo 
eafy,  notwithftanding  all  the  changes  that  happened  in  the 
government.  He  told  them,  it  was,  his  and  their  buGuefs  to 
a£l  faithfully  in  their  refpe£liva  ftations,  and  to  do  their  du- 
ty to  their  country,  whatever  irregularities  there  might  be  in 
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the  councils  at  home,  aod  would  often  fay  amongft  his  officers^ 
that  ftate-afiairs  were  not  their  province,  but  that  they  were 
bound  CO  keep  foreigners  from  fooling  U8'.  Thefe  principles 
rendered  him  agreeable  to  all  parties,  and  gained  him  £o  gene** 
tally  the  reputation  of  a  patriot,  that  when  Cromwell,  in  his  new 
xnodd  of  a  parliament,  left  the  populous  town  of  Bridgewater 
the  choice  of  one  reprefeotatire  only,  they  very  prudently  fixed 
Oil  tbeir  countryman  Mr.  Blake*.  He  was  alTo  very  acceptable 
to  the  prote£h>r,  though  he  was  far  enough  from  being  his 
creature ;  Cromwell  knew  that  he  was  by  principle  for  a  com^ 
monweiAtb,  and  therefore  chofe  to  employ  him  abroad  as  much 
as  poffiUe,  knowing  that  contributed  to  the  fafety  of  his  govern- 
ment, and  that  Blalie's  concern  for  the  glory  of  England  would 
inflocnce  him  to  do  all,  and  even  more  than  any  other  man 
could  be  excited  to  by  views  of  intereft  and  ambition  K 

When  he  failed  in  1654  into  the  Mediterranean,  he  came  in 
the  OQonth  of  December  into  the  road  of  Cadiz,  where  he  was 
received  with  great  refpe^V  and  civility  by  the  Spaniards,  and  in* 
deed  by  all  nations  as  well  as  the  Englifh,  who  were  tlien  in 
port.  A  Datch  admiral  would  not  wear  his  flag  while  the 
Engliih  admiral  was  in  the  harbour ;  one  of  the  victuallers  at- 
tending his  fleet,  being  feparated  ftrom  the  reft,  fell  in  with  the 
French  admiral  and  fevcn  men  of  war  near  the  Straits  mouth. 
The  captain  of  the  vidualling.iloop  vras  ordered  on  board  the 
admiral,  who  inquired  of  him  where  Blake  was,  drank  his  health 
with  five  guns,  and  fo  wifhed  the  captain  a  good  voyage.  The 
Algerines  ftood  in  fuch  awe  of  him,  that  they  were  wont  to  ftop 
the  Sallce  rovers,  and,  in  cafe  they  had  any  prifoners  on  bo^rd, 
took  them  out,  and  fent  them  to  Blake,  in  hopes  thereby  of  ob- 
taining his  favour  V. 

He  failed  from  Cadiz  to  Malaga,  and,  while  he  lay  in  that 
road,  gave  fuch  a  teftimony  of  heroic  zeal  for  his  country's  ho* 
nour  as  was  fcarce  ever  equalled*     Some  of  hb  feamen,  going 
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aflbore,  met  the  hoft  as  it  was  carrying  to  fomc  fick  pcrfon,  atoS 
not  only  paid  no  rcfpeft  thereto,  but  laughed  at  thofe  who  did; 
The  pl-icft  who  accompanied  it  highly  rcfentcd  this,  and  put  the 
people  on  revenging  the  indignity ;  upon  which  they  fell  uponi 
the  failors,  and  beat  fome  of  them  very  fevcrely.  When  they 
returned  on  board,  they  complained  of  this  ill  ufage,  and  the 
admiral  ioftantly  fcnt  a  trumpet  to  the  viceroys  to  demand  the 
prieft  who  was  the  author  of  this  infult^  The  viceroy  anfwered$ 
that  he  had  no  authority  over  priefts,  and  therefore  could  not 
lend  him.  Upon  this  Blake  fent  a  fecond  meiTage,  that  he  would 
not  enter  into  the  quedion,  who  had  power  to  (end  him  ;  but 
that,  if  he  was  not  fent  within  three  hours,  he  would  infallibljr 
burn  the  town  about  their  ears.  The  inhabitants,  to  fate  them- 
felves,  obliged  the  viceroy  to  fend  the  prieft,  who,  when  he  came 
on  board,  excufed  himfelf  to  the  admiral  on  account  of  the  be* 
haviour  of  the  failors.  Bkke  with  much  calmnefs  and  compofure 
told  him,  that,  if  he  had  complained  of  this  outrage,  he  would 
have  puniflicd  them  fcverely ;  for  he  would  not  fufFcr  any  of  his 
men  to  affront  the  eftabliflied  religion  of  a  place  where  he 
touched;  but  he  blamed  him  for  fetring  on  a  mob  of  Spaniards 
to  beat  them,  adding,  <<  that  he  would  have  him  and  the  whole 
**  world  know,  that  none  but  an  Englishman  fliould  chaftife 
«  an  Englishman  ^." 

We  have  already  mentioned  the  taking  part  of  the  plate-fleet 
by  captain  Siayner,  an  incident  of  fuch  confequence  to  Cromwell^ 
that  the  ingenious  Mr.  Waller  wrote  a  poem  to  perfuade  him  to 
lay  hold  of  this  opportunity,  while  the  people  were  pleafed  with 
the  fight  of  fo  much  Spanidi  bullion,  to  work  on  their  padions^ 
and  engage  them  to  fct  the  crown  upon  his  head  *.  We  have 
likewife  entered  into  a  detail  of  the  celebrated  a£lit)n  at  Santa* 
cruz,  and  have  flicwn  how  glorious  it  was  for  his  country  and 
his  profeflion,  no  feaman  having  evtfr  attempted  any  thing  of  that 
kind  before.  But  there  is  a  circumftance  yet  behind,  which  will 
perhaps  redound  more  to  his  own  glory  than  even  the  burning 
of  the  Spanifli  (hips  in  fo  well-fortified  d  port.  His  brother,  cap- 
tain Benjamin  Blake,  for  whom  he  had  a  very  tender  aiFeflion, 
being  guilty  of  fome  mifdemeanour  or  milbehaViour  in  the  action  $ 

^  Btfhop  Burnett  hidorjr  of  his  o^n  eim^t,  ToJ.  i.  p,  80,  8x.  ^  Wal- 

ier's  poems,  p.  174. 

he 


J 


ADftiRAL    BLAKE.  73 

l^e  was,  by  fehtence  from  Blake,  removed  froai  his  fliip,  and  the 
tommand  of  it  given  to  another ^  . 

This  was  fuch  an  inftance  of  dilinterefted  difciplinc  as  muft 
have  had  a  very  ftrong  ctEdO:  on  the  minds  of  all  who  ferved 
tinder  hita;  fo  that  we  need  not  wonder  fuch  extraordinary  things 
were  performed  by  men  fo  ftriftly  tied  to  their  duty.  To  fay  the 
tiruth)  difcipline  is  the  foul  of  fervice.    Men  are  apt  to  meafure 
the  confeqiiences  of  things  by  the  rewards  and  punifhments 
which  attend  them ;  and  if  refolution  porchafes  nothing;  ornegle£l 
is  eaGly  excufed,  an  army  or  a  fleet  may,  by  the  help  of  the  land- 
taylor  and  {hip-carpenter,  make  a  fine  fhew,  but,  after  all,  will 
prove  a  terror  to  none  but  thofe  who  are  to  pay  them.    An  of- 
^cer  like  Blake,  who  will  do  juftice  upon  his  brother,  will  be 
generally  feared,  hijghly  admired,  and  yet  finccrely  beloved;  his 
failors  will  be  ready  to  undertake  any  thing  at  his  command,  and 
bis  Z&3  of  courage  will  fo  far  tranfcend  what  happens  amongf^ 
the  trifling  and  debauched  pofterity  even  of  thofe  heroes,  that 
tthey  will  be  glad,  rather  than  attempt  irritating,  to  ftyle  that 
temerity,  which  in  its  day  pafled  only  for  a  bold  attempt. 

In  a  (hort  time  after  the  dcftrufiion  of  the  enemy's  fleet  at 
I'eneriiBr,  we  find  Blake  cruizing  again  off  the  harbour  of  Cadiz, 
irhere,  perceiving  his  Ihips  were  become  foul,  aiid  that  his  own 
health  and  fpirits  hourly  wore  away,  he  refolved  to  fail  for  Eng* 
land'.  His  diftemper  was  a  complication  of  dropfy  and  fcurvy, 
brought  upon  him  by  being  for  three  years  together  at  fea,  and 
wanting  all  that  time  the  conveniencies  requifite  for  the  cure  of 
his  difeafe*.  In  his  paifTage  home  it  increafed  upon  him,  and  be 
became  fofenfible  of  his  approaching  end,  that  he  frequently  in- 
quired for  land,  a  mark  of  his  affef^ion  for  his  native  foil,  which, 
however,  he  did  not  live  to  fee,  dying  as  his  ihip  the  St.  George 
entered  Plymouth-found,  on  the  1 7th  of  Auguft,  1657,91  about 
fifty-nine  years  of  age^.  His  body  was  the  next  day  embalmed 
and  wrapped  in  lead,  his  bowels  taken  out,  and  buried  in  the 

f  Lires  Englift  and  foreign,  vol.  ii.  p«  zii.  >  Hnth's  chronicle, 

p.  40X.  *  Bates's  dencas  motuam,  part  ii.  p.  »i8.    Wood's  fa(lt  Oxonico* 

fit,  Tol.  i.  col.  104.     Manley's  hidory  of  the  rebellion,  p.  if^,    Merctiri«s  poli« 
tiais,  N°.  375.  b  Whitlocke's  memorials,  p.  664.     Davici*s  hiftory  of  tbff 

civil  wan,  p.  357.     Lord  Clarendon's  hidory  of  the  rebellion,  vol.  vi.  p.  tfof« 
The  perfeO  politician^  or  tkc  life  and  death  of  Oliver  Cromwell^  p.  145. 
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great  church  at  Plymouthi  and  his  corpfe,  by  order  of  the  pro* 
te£tor>  conveyed  by  water  to  Greenwich-houfe,  from  whence  he 
refolved  to  have  it  carried  in  great  pomp  to  Weftminftei^abbeyy 
and  there  interred  with  the  utmoft  folemnity^  as  the  laft  mark 
of  refyeSt  that  could  be  paid  by  men  to  the  noble  fpirit  which 
once  animated  this  tenement  of  clay  ^. 

On  the  fourth  of  September,  after  the  corpfe  had  lain  feve- 
ral  days  in  ftate,  it  was  carried  from  Greenwich  in  a  magnifi* 
cent  barge,  covered  with  velvet,  adorned  with  efcutcheons  and 
pendants,  accompanied  by  his  brothers,  remoter  relations,  and 
their  fervants,  in  nK>urningi  by  Oliver's  privy  council,  the 
commilBoners  of  the  admiralty  and  navy,  the  lord-mayor  and 
•Idermen  of  London;  the  field- officers  of  the  army,  and  many 
other  perlbns  of  honour  and  quality,  in  a  great  number  of 
barges  and  wherries^  covered  with  mourning,^  marfhalled  and 
ordered  by  the  heralds  at  arms,  who  directed  and  attended  the 
folemnity.  Thus  they  paffcd  to  Weftminftcr-bridge,  and,  at 
their  landing,  proceeded  in  the  fame  manner,  through  a  guard 
of  feveral  regiments  of  foot,  to  the  abbey.  His  dear  friend, 
general  Lambert,  though  then  in  difgrace  with  the  proteAor, 
attending  on  his  horfe.  The  funeral  proceffion  over,  the  body 
tiras  interred  in  a  vault,  built  on  purpofe,  in  the  chapel  of 
Henry  VII  *. 

This  was  an  hpnour  which  had  been  paid  to  the  remains  of 
his  predec^flbrs,  Deane  and  Popham,  by  the  parliament ;  and 
the  protedor  would  not  be  behind  them  in  civility  or  magnifi- 
cence, where  it  coft  fo  litde,  and  had  a  vifible  tendency  to  raife 
the  credit  of  his  admtnifbation  fo  much.  But  very  great  of- 
fence has  been  taken  at  the  removing  his  body  after  the  Refto- 
ration.  The  writer  of  hb  Fife  is  particularly  angry  at  this  dif^ 
turbing  of  his  bones  ^^  A  late  reverend  author,  to  make  the 
injury  fUU  greater,  tells  us,  that,  at  the  Refloration,  his  body 
was  taken  out  of  the  grave,  and  flung,  with  others,  into  a 


c  Carrln£ton*t  lifb  of  Cromwell,  p.  147.    Reach's  chrdtikle,  p.  401.    Lives 
Eogltfii  104  fonrign,  p.  xix,  laj.  <t  Wood*s  fafti  Ozon.  vol.  i.  col.  205. 

Heath,  p.  400,  who  ftyi,  general  LambcK*!  ittendaiDce  wai  partfCuUrif  remcrk* 
td.    Echifd's  hiflery  of  England,  p.  715.  and  other  hiftoriin«.  ^  Livei 

EftgUQi  and  foreign,  p.  113,  ia4« 
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common  pit'.  This  had  beexi  a  great  indlgntty  indeed  ^  but  it 
luckily  fo  happens,  that  the  fa£k  is  not  true.    . 

An  order  was  fenti  fome  time  after  the  Reftoration,  dire£ling 
the  dean  and  chapter  of  Weftminfter,  to  caui'e  fuch  bodies,  as 
had  been  interred  in  that  church  during  the  troubles,  to  be  re- 
moved; which  we  may  the  leb  wonder  at,  if  we  confider 
that  Cromwell's,  Ireton's,  Bradihaw's,  and  Sir  William  Con« 
(table's  bodies  were  all  interred  there.  The  order,  therefore, 
was  general,  and  had  no  fort  of  diftinft  or  injurious  reference 
to  this  great  admiral.  So  far  from  it,  that  it  appears,  by  a 
Toy  authentic  memorandum,  that,  on  the  1 2th  of  September, 
1 66 If  his  corpfe  was  removed  from  the  abb^y,  and  decently 
buried  in  the  church-yard :  neither  could  this  be  called  taking  it 
oot  of  the  grave,  fince  the  coffin  flood  in  a  vault '.  Nay,  to 
Ibew  the  refpeA  the  cavaliers  or  royalifts  had  for  him,  we  need 
only  mention  the  chara£ters  that  have  been  given  him,  fince 
they  come  all,  or  at  leaft  the  far  greateft  part  of  them,  from 
pcrfons  of  that  party. 

The  earl  of  Clarendon  fays,  **  He  was  the  firft  man  that 
**  declined  the  old  tra£k,  and  made  it  manifefl  that  the  fcicnce 
*<  might  be  attained  in  leis  time  than  was  imagined }  and  de? 
'<  fpifed  thofe  rules  which  had  been  long  in  praflice,  to  keep 
<<  his  (hip  and  men  out  of  danger,  which  had  been  held  in 
'<  former  times  a  point  of  great  ability  and  circumfpe^on ;  as 
**  if  the  principal  art  requifite  in  the  captain  of  a  (hip,  had  been 
<^  to  be  fure  to  come  home  fafe  again.  He  was  the  firft  man 
c«  who  brought  {faips  to  contemn  caftles  on  iliore,  which  had 
<<  been  thought  ever  very  formidable,  and  were  difcovered  by 
<<  him  to  make  a  noife  only,  and  to  fright  thofe  who  could  be 
«  rarely  hurt  by  them.  He  was  the  firft  that  infufed  that  pro*. 
<'  portion  of  courage  into  the  feamen,  by  making  tbeni  fee  by 
**  experience  what  mighty  things  they  could  do,  if  they  were 
**  refolved ;  and  taught  them  to  fight  in  fire,  as  well  as  upon 
<<  water:  and  though  he  hath  been  very  well  imitated  and 
<<  followed,  he  was  the  firft  that  gave  the  e3(ample  of  that 

f  Nca1e*f  hUlory  of  the  Pnritaiis,  T<f  iv.  p.  174.  <  BUbop  KcDAct't 

rraiftcr  and  chronicle,  p,  13d. 
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**  kind  of  fiaval  courage^  and  bold  and  refolute  atchieye* 
f  mcntsV* 

Dr.  Bate,  in  drawing  his  cbara^er^  fays,  ><  He  was  a  man 
<<  deferving  praife  even  from  an  enemy.  Being  advanced  to 
f<  a  commilhd  at  Tea,  he  fubdued  the  Qcilly-iilands  near  homes 
<'  and  having  attained  the  oSice  and  title  of  an  admir^,  per-i 
*<  formed  things' worthy  of  immortal  memory  abroad.  For  he 
«  humbled  the  pride  of  France,  reduced  Portugal  to  reaibo, 
<<  broke  the  naval  force  of  Holland,  and  drove  them  to  the 
«*  (belter  of  their  ports,  fupprefled  the  rovers  of  fiarbary,  and 
<<  twice  triumphed  over  Spain. '  Alone  blameable  in  this,  that 
«*  he  compiled  with  the  parricides  >.V  Honeft  Anthony  Wood, 
who  obferves,  that  he  was  admired  and  applauded  by  the  royal-' 
ifts,  in  his  blunt  manned,  celebrates  hid  praifes  thus :  <<  He 
<«  was  a  man  wholly  devoted  to  his  country's  fervice,  refolute 
«  in  undeirtakings,  and  moi^  faithful  in  the  performance  o£ 
"  them.  With  him,  valour  feldom  mifled  its  reward,  nor 
V  cowardice  its  puniftimcnf^.'*  We  have  a  fine  pifturc  of  hin^ 
by  Kennet,  in  his  complete  hiftory  of  England,  and  a  very  fair 
one  by  Echard :  to  thefe,  becaufe  the  lines  were  never  printed 
i>efore^  I  will  add  a  fliort  encomium  in  verfc.  * 

While  Portugal  (hall  her  blefsy  Indies  boaft. 
While  Naples  glories  in  her  flow'ry  coaft,      ' 
While  pirites  unto  Afric's  fliore  refort, 
While  Tufcany*s  enrich'd  by  her  fair  port, 
^     While  the  Dutch  fifli,  the  Spaniard  vaunts  his  mines, 
^To  dealing  conqucfh  while  jiroud  France  inclines,      ' 
While  fens  ftiil  I'oar,  while  (hips  divide  their  waves. 
While  death,  for  fame,  each  gallant  failor  braves, 
Thy  praife  (hall  live ;  and  future  heroes  take. 
As  Cx'far's  once— the  nobler  name  of  BLAKE. 

In  reference  to  the  admirals  Dcane,  Popham,  and  Rainfbo^ 
rough,  we  have  very  few,  fcarce  any,'  memorials  left.  As  to 
the  iirft,  he  is  mentioned  by  lord  Clarendon,  as  a  perfon  raifed 
by  his  own  merit;  and  though  this  intided  him,  when  (lain  ia 

h  Hiftory  of  the  rebellion,  vol.  vi.  p.  <Jos.  i  Elcncos  mot^um,  p.  jxj, 

k  Fafti  OxonicnGf,  vol.  i.  col.  104.  • 
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|he  Dtttch  war,  to  a  pompous  funeral  in  Weftmlnfter-abbej^ 
jet  no  care  was  taken  to  prefenre  to  poftcrity,  cither  by  tomfa^ 
«r  infcription,  the  memory  of  thofe  military  atchicvcments  by 
which  his  reputation  was  acquired'.  Colonel  Popbam  was 
x^ifed  to  the  command  of  the  fleet,  rather  out  of  regard  to  his 
£dehty  to  the  parliament)  and  his  being  known  for  a  gallant 
and  well-accompliihed  gentleman,  than  for  any  (kill  in  iea-af«> 
iairs  ;  and  as  to  Rainfborougb,  we  have  already  fliewn  hpw  he 
came  in,  aqd  weqt  out  of  the  fleet,  through  the  prejudice  of 
the  failors  againft  him,  particularly  on  the  account  of  his  pro- 
moting a  very  fevere  difcipline*  After  this,  he  returned  to  his 
command  in  the  army,  where  he  made  a  cQufiderabk  £gure, 
chiefly  by  th^  favour  of  Cromwell,  who  is  thought  to.  have  had 
9  greater  regacd  for  him  than  for  a^y  other  perfon  ;  and  that 
cxpofed  him  to  the  fury  of  the  royalifts,  who  having  furprifed 
Lim  in  hi?  quarters  at  Doncafter,  to  which  place  he  came  in 
9rder  tp  form  the  iiege  of  Pomfrqt-caftie,  on  his  making  fomo 
refiftance,  killed  him  ^. 

In  refpeft  to  other  famous  feamen  within  this  periods  fuch 
^  Monk,  Montague,  Lawfon,  Ayfcue,  Penn,  and  many  more^ 
to  whofe  memory  a  juft  tribute  of  praife  is  certainly  due,  they 
fall  properly  under  the  next  chapter ;  for  though  their  merit 
was  firft  made  known  ip  tbefe  times  of  diftracUon,  (as  civil 
^rars  generally  manifeft  great  fpirits),  yet  their  nobieft  exploiu 
were  afterwards  performed,  aud  thofe,  top,  whence  they  acquired 
the  titles  of  hpno|ir,  by  which  they  arq  now  known  to  poftc- 
rity.  Let  us  then  conclude  this  part  of  oyr  fubjedt,  with  a  few 
remarks  bn  the  fiate  of  our  trade  and  our  plantations. 

The  commerce  of  England  had  been  increafing  for  many 
years,  when  the  civil  war.  broke  out ;  and  there  feenis  to  be 

I  Clareodon's  blA.  of  the  rebelUon,  vol.  ri.  p.  487.  WhitlockeU  memo* 
y!»U,  p.  SS9*  In  a  ktter  of  Mynheer  Van  de  Perre*t,  one  of  the  Dutch  am- 
balladors,  dated  We(lminOcr,  July  18,  t6$i,  K.  S.  it  is  faid,  that  Hnce  the 
^ay  of  the  dcceafe  of  genera]  Deane,  till  the  day  of  his  funeral,  there  had 
been  aUovred  to  bis  widow  and  children  one  hundred  pounds  {lerliri[r  pa-  dttm : 
and  that  an  eftate  of  fix  hundred  pounds  fer  annum,  was  likewife  fettled  Hpou 
ber»  af  a  rewvd  for  the  great  fervices  rendered  by  her  buftand  to  the  comnwn- 
wealth.    Thur]oe*fl  (late  papers,  vol.  i.  p.   339.  <n  Clarendon, 

Whitlocke,  Hcaib,  Kennet,  Rapin.    Bates's  clencus  motoum,  p.  20 1*    Lud- 
lew'i  memoirs,  vol.  i.  p.  157.    He  vas  killed  O^ober  %$,  U48. 
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good  reafon  to  believe,  that  it  continued  in  a  flourifliicg  condi- 
tion daring  the  parliament's  adminiftration :  but  after  that  it 
certainly  declined,  in  fome  meafore,  from  foreign  and  unavoid- 
able caufes }  and  in  fome  meafure,  too,  from  die  errors  of  the 
fucceeding  government*  In  regard  to  the  former,  we  inuft 
confider,  that  the  peace  of  Muafter  in  16^8,  changed  the  face 
of  affairs  in  Europe  as  to  trade,  and  this  altogether  to  our  dif- 
advantage.  Before  that  time,  the  French  had  few  or  no  (hips  : 
and  though  it  be  true,  that  our  trade  with  France,  even  then» 
created  a  balance  againft  us  ;  yet  we  were  no  lofers  by  it,  but 
rather  gainers  on  the  whole,  becaufe  we  exported  to  luly,  and 
elfewhere,  a  great  part  of  the  goods  we  took  from  France. 
Before  the  treaty  of  Miinfter,  we  had  the  whole  Spanifli  trade 
in  our  hands;  whereas,  afterwards,  the  Dutch  came  into  a 
large  (hare  of  it,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  managed  the  whole 
trade  of  the  French,  till,  by  degrees,  rather  through,  the  wi£» 
dom  of  the  French  miniftry,  than  of  the  nation^  it  was  taken 
out  of  their  hands  alfo. 

As  to  the  errors  of  the  prote£torV  government,  in  refpeA  to 
trade,  they  were  great  and  fatal,  though  (not  to  load  his  me- 
mory unjuftly)  perhaps  they  arofe  from  neceflity,  and  were  not 
intended.  In  the  firft  place,  taxes  were  raifed  much  higher 
than  in  former  times.  He  impofed  iixty  thoufand  pounds  per 
month,  by  his  own  authority ;  and  afterwards  he  procured 
from  parliament  an  annual  grant  of  two  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  for  his  civil  lift  \  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds  for  the 
expence  of  the  navy,  and  feven  hundred  thoufand  pounds  for 
the  army :  fo  that  the  whole  revenue  came  to  one  million,  three 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  a  fum  almoft  incredible, 
compared  with  the  modeft  grants  of  former  times  "•  In  the 
next  place,  thefe  taxes  were  very  unequally  laid ;  and  moft  of 
thofc  burdenfome  methods  of  levying  money  were  then  intro- 
duced, which  have  lain  heavy  upon  us  ever  f^lce^.     I  fay  no-« 

11  Hapf>7  future  ftate  of  England,  p.  187.  This  book  has  no  author's  name 
in  the  title,  but  the  dediotim  of  it  to  the  earl  of  Sunderland,  is  fubfcribed 
P.  P.  I.  e,  Peter  Pett :  and  abundance  of  curious  obfervationi  ve  to  be  found 
therein. 

°  For  a  comprchenfive  viofr  of  theft  exa€Hocs,  the  reader  may  have  re- 
courfe  to  a  caScuUcion  prefixed  to  Heath*s  chronicle,  wherein  it  is  (hewn,  that 
in  hve  years  time  little  !c:s  lisac  10,000,000 1,  were  levied  upoo  the  people. 

thing 
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thing  of  the  yiolenl  methods  taken  to  raife  vaft  fums  upon 
particular  occafions,  Vhich  rendered  every  fpecies  of  property 
very  precariou8>  and  all  together  brought  fuch  a  difcourage** 
ment  upon  induftry,  as  (hewed  itfelf  in  the  declenfion  of  the 
coinage,  in  the  leflening  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
city  of  London,  in  decreaGng  our  (hipping,  and  in  many  other 
infUnces. 

But  the  greateft,  and  moft  mifchievous  of  all  his  miftakes, 
as  to  the  true  intereft  of  England,  was  in  the  affair  of  the  Spa- 
ciih  war  i  for  though  the  ftatc,  fcparately  conGdered,  might  be 
a  gainer  by  the  vaft  quantity  of  plate  taken  by  Blake  and 
Montague,  yet  the  nation  loft  thereby ;  (ince,  if  the  peace  had 
continued,  we  muft  have  drawn  larger  fums  from  Spain,  in 
payment  for  our  manufaAures  ;  and  confequently,  that  mighty 
tna(s  of  wealth,  which  was  deftroyed  at  Santa  Cruz,  was  a 
▼ery  confiderable  detriment  to  us,  as  well  as  to  the  Spaniards : 
for  if  it  had  come  into  their  hands,  we  muft  have  had  a  large 
ihare  of  it  \  whereas  it  was  buried  in  the  fea,  and  fo  the  whole 
amount  loft  to  the  trading  intereft  in  Europe  for  ever.  Add  to 
this,  that  in  the  end  the  Spaniards  were  fo  exceedingly  reduced, 
that  they  were  forced  to  hire  Dutch  (hips  to  go  to  the  Indies ; 
and  this  opened  a  new  fcene  of  trade  to  that  wife  and  induftri- 
ous  people,  which  otherwife  had  never  fallen  into  their  hands. 
Part  indeed  of  thefe  loiles  were  concealed  at  that  feafon  from 
the  fight  of  the  nation,  by  the  increafe  of  our  plantation-trade, 
of  which  I  (hall  give  a  very  fuccin^t  account. 

As  the  ill-timed,  impolitic,  and  uncharitable  feverities,  exer- 
cifed  by  the  Prelates,  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  I.  drove 
multitudes  to  New  England,  fo  the  difiraflions  of  fucceeding 
times  contributed  greatly  to  the  increafe  of  all  our  colonies  y 
but  more  particularly  Barbadoes  and  Virginia,  which,  as  con- 
Cfting  in  fdf-baniflied  royalifts,  Cromwell,  fpr  his  own  cafe, 
encouraged  ;  and  the  plantation  of  Jamaica  gave  a  new  face  to 
things  in  that  part  of  the  world,  by  opening  feveral  branches 
of  commerce  unknown  to  us  before :  this,  together  with 
the  navigation-ad,  preferved  us,  as  I  have  faid,  from  feeling 
all  the  bad  efte£ls,  which  otherwife  muft  have  followed  from 
the  very  grofs  miftakes  in  policy  before- mentioned,  and  the 

conie- 


t6  MEMOIRS',    fsTc. 

courequencei  of  which,  in  reality,  have  been  fevcrtfly  fcic 
fince. 

BeGdes,  our  plantation-trade  was  then  abfolutely  new,  and 
no  other  fiate  interfered  in  the  commerce  carried  on  in  Europe^ 
with  the  commodities  which  we  then  brought  from  thofe  parts  i 
infomuch,  that  very  large  and  even  jmmeiife  eftates  were  made 
'  in  a  fhort  fpace  of  time,  more  efpecially  in  Barbadoes ;  where 
fome,  who  carried  over  only  a  few  hundred  pounds,  came  in  a 
very  narrow  period,  to  be  poileiTed  of  feveral  thotifand  pounds 
a-year,  which,  without  qucftion,  encouraged  numbers  of  ad- 
venturers, and  enabled  the  Englifh  to  extend  their  trade,  and 
their  colonies,  in  that  part  of  the  world,  as  will  hereafter  be 
more  largely  flicwn  p. 

P  The  reader  may  receive  fatisf^Oion,  as  to  the  h€i$  above-mentioned)  by 
conAiJting  the  Britifh  empire  in  America,  or  the  particular  hiftories  of  our 
pUntations.  This  was  faid  before  the  publication  of  that  excellent  work,  in- 
ticled.  The  European  fettlcmcnts  in  America,  in  two  volumes  in  oAavo,  whicH 
alone  will  farnifb  an  inteJligcnt  perufer  with  all  he  can  wiHi  to  fee  upon  thii 
fnbje£l,  and  is  penned  ^ith  a  fpiric  and  pcrfpicuity  not  to  be  found  in  the  Ia« 
hoiui  of  any  rormer  wriier. 
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CHAP.      XVI. 

The  Naval  iliftoiy  b(  GftnAt  BkiTAiN,  during  the 
i'clgn  of  Kiiig  Charles  II.  frdm  the  time  of  his  re- 
ftoritibn :  containing  a  diftind  account  of  the  feve- 
ral  eicpeditidns  agaiiift  the  Algeriiics ;  the  two  Dutch 
iirar^,  and  other  haVal  traiifadibns  ;  the  flate  of  our 
jforeigii  tirade  and  plantations ;  with  olemoirS  of  all 
ihe  fcmiiieht  fcamen  who  £ourifhed  in  his  teign. 

WHJEI?  tile  miierles  floWing  frorh  the  hiin  of  btir  bid 
tonftitiltidii  Had  taiight  the  nation^  that  the  Ihbrtefl 
sis  ^ell  as  dulj  i^ay  to  peaire  and  happiheiss  was  to 
buiid  iip  again  what  they  had  deftrojed;  the  fcaznen  fheteed 
greater  i*eadihefs  than  any  othet  fort  of  meil  to  execute  this  fa* 
lutairy  deflgti  \  and^  nvrithoiit  waiting  for  any  further  orders  than 
ihbie  which  came  from  their  own  officers,  chearfuUy  carried  the 
fleet  OTei*  to  the  IJutth  coaft ;  where,  after  giving  new  names 
io  the  fliips,  they  received  his  Majefty,  the  duke  of  York,  and 
other  perfotis  of  ptincipal  quality^  who  had  attended  himi  on 
VbL.  11.  I4  board. 
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Jboardy  the  23d  of  May,  1660^  and  faicly  landed  them  eft 
Kent  \ 

For  this  fervice,  Mr.  Montague,  who  commanded  that  fleets 
was  created  earl  ol  Sandwich,  had  a  garter,  and  was  appoint* 
ed  vice-admiral  of  England,  under  his  royal  highnefs  the  duke 
of  York.  Sir  John  Lawfon,  Sir*  Richard  Stayner,  and  other 
officers,  received  the  honour  of  knighthood,  and  the  king  was 
pleafed  to  promife  the  feamen  in  general  a  particular  fhare  in  his 
favour  and  efteemi*. 

In  the  beginning,  at  leaft,  of  this  prince's  adminiftration^  he 
certainly  (hewed  a  great  attention  to  the  public  intereft ;  and,  as 
he  had  good  natural  abilities,  and  was  inclined  to  look  into  na- 
val affairs,  fo  for  fome  time  he  kept  a  RxiA  eye  on-  whatever 
related  to  the  fleet,  of  which  many  inftances  occur  in  the  me- 
moirs of  feveral  of  its  principal  officers.  In  September  i66op 
the  earl  of  Sandwich  went  with  a  fquadron  of  nine  men  of  war 
to  Helvoetfluys,  to  bring  over  the  king's  After,  the  princefs  of 
Orange,  who  not  long  after  died  in  England^. 

Upon  this  occalion  he  received  great  honours  in  Holland^ 
and  it  is  conceived,  that  the  affe£tion  which  the  people  fhewed 
ibr  0V7  king's  nephew,  the  young  prince  of  Orange,  (afterwards 
king  WiUiam),  and  for  the  Englilh  on  his  account^  gave  fome 
jealoufy  to  the  ftates,  or  at  leaft  to  fuch  as  had  the  principal  di- 
rection of  affairs,  which  wa6  increafed  by  a  memorial  prefented 
by  the  princefs  at  her  departure,  recommending  her  fbn  to  their 
care,  and  defiring  they  would  now  declare  their  intentions  of 
conferring  upon  him  the  charges  and  dignities  which  his  anccf- 
tors  had  enjoyed.  On  the  twenty-fourth  of  the  fame  month 
the  fleet  returned ;  and  his  Majefty  and  the  duke  of  York  going 

*  See  the  clofe  of  the  earl  of  Garendon^s  hiftory.  Heath's  chronicle,  p.  450. 
'Wbitlocke*s  memdrialt,  p.  ^00,  yoi.  who  is  pleafed  to  obfcrwtf  that  the  foldiert 
«t  this  time  Were  quhe  aJteftd  horn  their  former  priociples  and  mafters :  but  the 
heft  account  is  in  Ch«  earl  of  Swidwich*i  joornaf^a  MS,  in  the  hands  of  the  henou- 
fabie  Edward  WortJey  Montague,  Efq;  Sir  William  Lower*!  account  of  this  to|. 
age.  b  Dogdale*!  baronage,  ▼ol.  ii,  p.  445.      Continuation  of  Baker't 

chroniele,  bjr  Ml*.  Edward  f  hilips,  from  the  mioufcrlpt  papers  of  the  doke  of  AN 
bemarle,  p.  jts*  AnAis's  regifter  of  the  maft  noble  order  of  the  garter,  vol.  i.  p. 
41.  in  the  introdu£^ion.  <^  Bafnage  anna^  dcs  proviDCCt  uniea, 

torn.  i.  p.  6i8.  Larrtjr  hiftoire  d*Angleterre,  tern.  ir.  p>  41 7*  Sir  John  Rere(by*a 
mcmoin,  p.  7. 
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tm  board  the  admiral^s  (hip,  named  the  Refolutioiij  lay  there 
tbat  night,  and  reviewed  and  examined  the  ftate  of  every  £hip 
in  the  fquadron  next  morning  ^. 

A  treaty  of  marriage  having  been  concluded  between  his  Ma« 
jefty  and  the  infanta  of  Portugal,  with  whom  he  was  to  receive 
a  portion  of  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  the  ifland  of  Bom* 
bay  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  the  city  of  Tangier  in  Africa  i  k 
became  neceflary  to  fend  a  fleet  to  bring  over  the  queen,  and  to 
£ecture  the  laft-mentioned  city  againft  any  attempt  from  the 
Moors.  For  this  purpofe  the  earl  of  Sandwich  was  again  fenc 
with  a  numerous  fleet,  which  failed  on  the  19th  of  June,  1661, 
from  the  Downs,  after  having  been  &xA  vifited  by  the  duke  of 
Tork«. 

His  lordfliip  fa3ed  firft  to  Lifbon,  and  from  thence  to  Tan* 
gier,  which  place  was  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Englifh  on  the 
30th  of  January,  1662,  when  the  exri  of  Peterborough  march- 
ed into  it  with  an  Englifh  garrifon,  and  had  the  keys  delivered 
to  him  by  the  Portugucfe  governor  f.  The  admiral  tbenretum* 
cd  to  Liibon,  where  he  received  the  queen's  portion,  confiding 
in  money,  in  jewels,  fugars,  and, other  commodities, and  in  bills 
of  exchange,  and  then  failed  with  her  Majefty  for  England,  and 
arrived  at  Spithead  the  14th  of  May,  1662  ■•  ^ 

There  was  certainly  no  occaQon  for  fo  lai^e  a  fleet,  merely  to 
bring  over  the  queen ;  but  as  it  afibrded  a  fair  pretence  for 
fending  fuch  a  force  into  the  Mediterranean,  this  opportunity 
was  feized  to  execute  things  of  greater  moment.  The  Alge» 
lines,  and  other  piratical  ftates  of  Barbary,  taking  advantage 
of  pur  inteftine  confufions,  had  broke  the  peace  they  made  with 
admiral  Blake,  and  began  to  take  Englifh  ihips,  with  as  little 
ceremony  as  they  did  the  Dutch  and  French.    To  put  an  end 

4  £«H  of  Saadwich's  jottmal.    Keatb*t  chronicle,  p.  470.    OeAa  Bntanao 
mm,  p.  48S,  489-    Skinner's  continuation  of  Batei *•  eJcncut  motuttm,  part  iii.  p 
^.    Public  inteUifeoce,  4tO|  N^.  37.     Bafnage  annaiei  dei  protinces  aniet,  torn,  i 
p.  61 8>  619.       ^       c  life  of  the  earl  of  Clarendooy  vol.  ii.  p.  iSa.    £chari'i  hU 
Oory  of  England,  p.  Soo,  801.     Scerens*t  hiftory  of  Portugal,  p.  503.     Mcttotrs 
4*AbUocoart,  p.  74*^77*    Journal  of  the  carl  of  Sandwich.  f  Heath *t 

chronicle,  p  500.  Kenneths  chronicle,  p.  617.  Annals  of  the  uoivcHe,  p.  cu 
S  Life  of  the  carl  of  Clarendon,  vol.  ii.  p.  313^317.  Philipj's  continuailon  «| 
Hafcer't  chronicle,  p.  750,  751,  Kennet,  wok.  iii.  p.  ^55.  ftkinncr't  contiaiwaioft 
^£  Bates's  elcocus  motuum,  pait  iii.  p.  69. 

L  2  to 


84  NAVALHlSTOR¥ 

to  thi$}  the  earl  of  Sandwich  with  his  fleet  came  before  Algieia. 
the  29th  of  July,  i65i,  and  fentcaptainSpragge  with  the  king*4[ 
letter  to  the  principal  perfon  in  the  gOTernment,  and  a  letter  of 
his  own,  with  orders  alfo  tp  bring  off  Mr.  Brown,  the  conful  | 
which  was  accordingly  done*  That  evening  a  council  of  war 
was  held,  and  the  next  morning  certain  proportions  were  made: 
to  the  regency,  by  captain  Spragge  and  conful  Brown.  About 
deven  o'clock  thefe  gentlemen  returned  on  board  the  admiral, 
^th  an  anfwer,  that  the  government  of  Algiers  would  confent 
to  no  peace,  whereby  they  were  deprived  of  the  right  of  fearch* 
ing  our  (hips.  This  infolence  of  thefe  fea-robbers  fprung  ott( 
of  the  jealoqiy  of  the  Chriftian  powers^  who  would  never  unite 
to  crufh  thb  neft  of  pirates,  and  give  the  beautiful  and  rich 
country  they  inhabit  to  fome  prince  of  th^ir  own  faith,  which 
would  be  a  common  benefit  to  all  pommer^ial  (rations. 

In  ^he  mean  time^  to  (hew  they  were  in  earneft,  they  wrought 
very  hard  at  a  boom>  which,  with  much  ado,  they  brought  over 
from  the  mole-head  to  the  oppofite  corner  of  their  port ;  that» 
by  the  help  of  this,  and  tnany  other  new  works  which  they  ha4 
raifed,  they  might  be  able  to  defend  themfelves  from  any  at-> 
tempts  that  could  be  made  by  fea«  The  earl  of  Sa^ndwich» 
however,  refolyed  to  make  a  bold  trial  to  biirn  the  fhips  in  the 
harbour,  but  the  wi^d  prevented  him ;  fo  that,  after  a  goo4 
deal  of  firing  on  both  fides,  wherein  more  hurt  was  done 
^o  the  city  tlvan  the  Ihips,  the  admiral  thought  fit  to  fail  for 
Liibon^,  on  the  fird  of  Auguft,  leaving  Sir  John  Lawfon  with 
a  ftrong  fquadron,  to  proteA  the  Engiifh  trade  and  harafs  the. 
enemy;  which  he  performed  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that,  after  ta^ 
king  many  of  their  (hips,  he^  by  decrees,  forced  all  thefe  pinu 
tical  ftates  tp  Conclude  a  peace  with  Great  Britain,  without  any 
refervation  as  to  their  favourite  article  of  fearching  pur  (hips  ; 
though  it  muft  be  confefTed,  that  the  Algerines,  retaining  fUlI 
a  ftrong  opinion  of  the  ftrength  of  their  fortifications,  did  not 

•  •  •  •      • 

keep  it  long,  but  returned  to  their  old  practices  >  y  which  obliged 

k  Heath*!  chronicle^  p.  $00.  But  moft  of  the  faAs  above  mentioned  are  taken 
from  the  earl  of  Sandwiches  jottroal.  Rennet,  voK  tlu  p.  150.  Ao*^*'*  of  the  uni* 
yerfe,  p«  ^6.  \  Life  of  the  earl  of  Clarendon,  to),  iL  p.  313.     Heaih'a 

chronicle,  p,  500.    Annali  of  the  oniverfe,  p.  c(.     Corpi  diplomatique  dn  droit  dee 
f  tni,  torn,  y'u  part  ii.  p.  4x9,  4^0. 
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the  govemment  here  to  fend  frefli  orders  to  Sir  John  Lawfon^^ 
fo  employ  force  in  bringing  them  to  reafon. 

We  are  nqw  to  enter  upon  a  niore  ferious  affair  than  any  that 
had  hitherto  claimed  thp  care  of  the  Englifh  court.  On  h.\^ 
firft  return  to  the  throne  of  his  anceflors.  King  Charles  and  his 
minifters  had  certainly  fhewn  a  great  concern  for  the  true  in* 
tereft  of  the  nation,  as  will  appear  to  any  attentive  reader  of  our 
hiftory,  who  obferyes  the  advantage^  we  gained  by  the  treatieoi 
of  commerce  which  he  concluded  with  Spain  and  Holland.  By 
the  former  he  fecured  the  poilcflTion  of  Jamaica,  though  it 
had  been. acquired  by  Cromwell,  and  thereby  obtained  fome 
ibrt  of  fatisfadtion  for  the  injury  intended  him  a  little  before  his( 
l*eftoration,  when  it  is  certain  that  the  Spaniards  wou^  have 
fecured  his  perfon,  if  he  had  not  prevented  them  by  an  uncx- 
peAed  retreat  out  of  their  dominions  to  Breda  ^> 

He  alfo  reftored  to  the  nation  the  advantage?  they  drew  from 
the  Spanjfh  trade ;  and  the  affeftioj^  of  this  people  to  the  Eng- 
lifh, preferable  to  ^ny  other  nation,  appeared  in  this,  that  they 
immediately  fell  out  with  the  Dutch,  and  even  forbade  their 
(hips  of  war  to  enter  their  ports,  as  the  Dutch  writers  them- 
felves  te^l  us  *.  The  treaty  with  Holland  carried  things  alfo  to 
a  great  height;  for  it  not  only  fecured  the  refpcft  due  to  the 
Englifh  flag,  but  Jikcwife  procured  fpme  other  concefTions  very 
honourable  for  the  nation,  and  the  ifland  of  Poleron,  more 
correftly  Pulo  Ron,  /.  e.  the  Ifle  of  Ron,  for  the  Eaft  India 
Company,  His  Majefly  had  alfo  an  intention  to  have  fecured 
abfolutely  and  for  ever  the  fifhery  on  the  Britiih  coaft  to  hia 
pwn  fubje£ts :  but,  before  that  could  be  effectually  done,  the 
"^ar  broke  out  \  for  the  true  grounds  of  which  it  is  not  over  eafy 

*  Clarendon's  h'<*ory  of  the  rebellion,  yol.  ▼?.  p.  740.  where  it  appearf,  that 
Mr,  William  Galloway,  then  page  to  Don  Alonso  de  Cardinas,  carried  an  order  he 
had  received  (hit  maHer  being  in  bed  and  afleep)  from  the  M.  de  Carcenas,  then 
governor  of  the  Low  Countiies,  to  fecure  hit  MajeAy*'  perfon  next  day,  to  the  kins 
at  midnight^  who  tbtreupon  rofe  and  made  h's  efcape  about  three  in  the  morniog. 
This  no  doubt  left  a  (Irong  imprcfllon  on  his  Majefiy*8  mind  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
Spaniards.  >  Keonet,  vol.  iii.  Echard.     'Welwood.     Life  of  the  ear!  of 

Ciarendoo^  vol.  ii«  Letters  of  the  earl  of  Arlington,  p.  4^,  '44.  Bafnage  annalei 
dct  proviJicci  nniesi  torn.  i. 

to 
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to  account;  and  yet,  without  accounting  for  them^  books  of  thlq 
nature  can  be  but  of  little  value  "- 

The  Dutch  began  early  to  conceive  jealous  prejudices  againft 
tbe  king's  government^  and  in  reality  to  apprehend  our  becom- 
ing their  fuperiors  in  commerce,  in  which  we  were  every  day 
vilibly  increafing.  Thefc  fentimcnts  engaged  them,  and  cfpc- 
cially  their  Eafl:  and  Weft  India  Companies,  which  then  carried 
on  the  greateft  part  of  their  commerce,  to  take  various  fteps,  in 
thofe  parts  of  the  world  where  their  power  prevailed,  to  the  pre- 
judice of  the  Englifli.  The  Eaft  India  Company  particularly 
delayed  the  liquidation  of  the  damages  the  Englifli  were  to  re- 
ceive, peremptorily  refufed  to  deliver  up  the  ifland  before  men- 
tioned, and  pretended  to  prefcribe  the  places  where,  and  the 
terms  on  which  the  Englifh  fhould  trade  in  the  reft  of  the  ports 
of  India.  The  other  Company  trod  exa£tly  in  their  fteps,  and 
proceeded  fo  far  as  to  get  Capc-corfe  caftle  into  their  hands, 
which  belonged  to  the  EngUlh  Company"  trading  to  Africa. 

The  duke  of  York,  who  through  his  whole  life  was  the  pa- 
tron, was  at  this  time  governor  of  the  African  company,  and, 
being  informed  of  this,  fent  major,  afterwards  Sir  Robert 
Holmes,  with  four  frigates,  to  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  in  order  to 
make  reprifals.  This  was  in  1661 ;  and  Sir  Robert,  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  commiffion,  fummoned  the  Dutch  to  furrender 
Cape  Verde  to  the  Company  within  a  limited  time,  yet  offered 
them  the  liberty  to  continue  their  trade  there  as  before.  He  then 
proceeded  to  a  fmall  fort  pofiefled  by  the  Dutch,  who,  firing 
their  cannon  to  prevent  the  landing  of  the  Englilh,  were  at  length 
obliged  to  furrender ;  and  the  fort,  being  in  the  hands  of  our 

>°  Corps  vniverfiil  diplomatique  du  drott'det  gent,  tome  vi.  pirt  ii.  p.  411.  .Lud- 
low in  his  memoirs,  rol.  iii.  p.  1x2.  fays,  The  foundation  of  ibit  treaty  hiving 
been  laid  in  the  blood  of  three  of  his  friends,  (6ark.f)cad»  Okej,  and  Corbet,  all  of 
them  regicides,  and  deferredlj  put  to  drarh  for  the  (hare  they  had  in  the  rxecrable 
murder  of  their  fovereign},  the  fuperflru^Vure  was  raifed  wiih  the  like  materials ; 
ncd  complains,  that  the  Dutch  agreed  to  an  article,  that  if  any  who  had  been  the 
judges  of  Charles  I.  or  otherwife  excepted,  fhould  be  found  in  their  territoriesyihet 
would,  upon  demand,  deliver  thrm  up  to  fuch  as  the  king  of  England  ihouid  ap« 
point  to  receive  ihem.  n  Philips *s  continuaiirn  of  Heath,  p.  5x5.  Coke*s 

dete^ion,  toI.  it.  book  iv.  chup.  a.  Skinner's  contiraation  of  Bates^s  elencus 
iBotuum,  part  iii.  p.  74.  Bifliop  Parker^t  hii^ory  of  his  own  time,  p.  S5.  See  the  kipg*t 
'^ter  to  the  Aatrs-general  on  thecaufes  of  thts  war,  and  Bafoage  annalea  des  pro- 
Winces  unies,  tome  i,  p.  6Sa,  683, 
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Compamy}  received  the  name  of  James-fort  in  honour  of  th« 
duke.  From  thence  proceeding  to  the  river  Gambia,  he  dif- 
lodged  the  Hollander^,  and  built  a  new  fort  K 

The  Hollanders  ftill  refiifing  to  deliver  up  to  us  Cape  Corfe, 
Sir  Robert  was  fent  a  fecond  time,  attno  1663,  with  a  fmall 
fquadron,  to  take  it  out  of  xheit  hands  by  force.  But,  fearching 
a  Dutch  fhip  by  the  way,  he  found  exprefs  orders  (as  king 
Charles  informs  the  ftates  in  his  letter,  O£lober  4,  1666)  from 
the  Dutch  Weft  India  Company  to  their  governor,  general  Val- 
kenburg,  to  feize  the  £ngU(h  fort  at  Cormantin  ;  which  difco- 
Tory  difpofed  him  to  go,  as  he  thought  he  had  a  right,  beyond 
his  original  commiiTion  ^» 

In  the  latter  end  of  the  month  of  January  1664,  Sir  Robert 
Holmes  arrived  with  his  fquadron  ac  Cape  Verde.  This  cape  is 
part  of  the  main  land  of  Africa,  and  lies  on  the  weft  fide  of  the 
kingdom  of  Jaloffi,  and  to  the  north* weft  of  the  river  Gambia, 
in  the  15th  degree  of  north  latitude.  About  a  cannon-Qiot  from 
thence  lies  the  now  fo  well  known  ifland  Goree,  whereon  were 
two  fort^.  The  lower  fort  was  furnifhed  with  about  twenty 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  the  upper  with  eight :  the  former  was  called 
fort  Naflau,  the  latter  fort  Orange.  Sir  Robert  firftfumrooned 
thefe  two  forts  on  the  iiland  Goree  ;  and,  becaufe  the  governor 
refufed  to  furrender,  he  attacked  and  took  them  next  day;  to- 
gether with  a  (hip  called  the  Crocodile,  lying  under  their  pro- 
tection, after  having  the  evening  before  taken  two  other  Dutch 
fiiips,  called  the  Vifch-korf  and  the  Vifcher.  In  thefe  forts  he 
found  a  great  quantity  of  goods  ready  to  be  ihipped  for  Holland, 
and,  among  the  reft,  20,000  hides.  Thefe  he  loaded  on  his 
own  and  the  Dutch  (hips,  and  tranfported  them  to  Sierra  Liona  ^. 

He  next  proceeded  to  attack  St.  George  del  Mina,  theftrong- 
cft  of  all  the  Dutch  forts  ;  but  though  himfelf  and  his  Teamen 
^{kcd  with  great  bravery,  yet  the  defign  mifcarricd,  and  he  was 
obliged  to  (heer  off  with  fome  lofs.  To  repair  this  misfortune, 
he  refolved  to  attack  Cape«corfe  caftle,  which,  though  it  was  fo 

m 

^  O.  Dapper  defcriptioji  de  rAfnqoe,  p.  502.     Vie  du  Roytfr,  p.  171.  Le  Clerc 
-liiftoire  ies  provinces  anies*  tome  tii.  p.  58.  V  Philips**  cot.tinaatioo  of 

Heat  b*t  chronicle,  p.  535.    where  there  ii  an  extra  A  of  major  Hoi  nses't  proceed* 
ingt.  4  Account  of  captain  Holmes*i  proceedings  00  the  coa(l  of  Africa. 

Heath^i  chronicle  continued  by  Philips,  p.  53$.  Coke's  denCWoa,  tjI.  ii.  p.  31. 
Aninals  of  the  univeri'e,  p.  2^.     Colv.maa  rolbaca.  9.  i;i**f5S> 
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ftrong  by  fituatioriy  that  loo  men  might  have  kept  it  agalnft  iooo^ 
yet  he  foon  took  it  and  fbmc  other  places;  after  which  he  failed 
from  the  coafl  of  Guinea  to  Ndrth  Americai  where  he  rlsduced 
a  Dutch  fettlement,  called  the  New  Netherlands,  in  the  month 
of  Auguft  1664J  changing  the  name  into  that  of  New  York,  in 
honour  of  the  duke.  Yet  this  was  not  done  merely  by  way  of 
reprifal,  but  partly  by  virtue  of  a  claim  of  right :  for  ihe  Nciilr 
Netherlands,  being  firft  difcovered  by  the  Englifli  under  the 
condufl:  of  John  and  Sebaftian  Cabot,  (who  took  poffeffion  of 
all  that  northern  coafl;  in  the  name  of  King  Henry  VII.  of  Eng- 
land), had  been  always  eflicemed  a  part  of  the  Englifh-Ainericaii 
dominions,  and  the  title  to  it  maintained  by  our  monarchs  till  the 
year  163%  when  it  was  firft  feizcd  and  planted  by  the  Dutch P; 
Thefe  proceedings  were  hitherto  of  ^  private  ilature.  The 
injuries  done  to  the  Englifli  were  done  by  the  Dutch  Weft  In- 
dia Company )  the  reprifals  made  by  the  EngliOi  were  under  the 
charter  of  the  African  company  ;  the  crown  had  not  either  fit- 
ted out  Sir  Robert  Holmesj  or  giveti  him  any  coihmiiEon: 
But|  when  the  news  of  what  was  done  reached  Holland,  the  de 
Wittc  faftioii,  who  then  carried  all  at  their  pleafure^  refolvcd 
inftantly  to  fall  upon  the  Englifli  in  thofe  parts  with  a  great 
fleet,  and  this  without  any  declaration  of  war,  or  tvtti  imima;: 
tion  of  their  defign  to  repair  themfelves  in  damages  for  what^ 
without  any  royal  commiiTion,  Holmes  had  taken  from  them^; 

f  Douglases  rummaty,  hiftorical  and  political,  6f  the  BiidA  fettletaicnts  iii 
North  America,  vol.  i«  p.  204.  toI.  ii.  p.  iii.  The  (hort  and  trUe  ftate  of  rh< 
matter  is  this :  The  country  mentioned  in  the  text  was  part  of  the  province  of 
Virginia  ;  an^,  as  there  is  no  fettling  an  extenfive  country  at  once;  a  few  Swedei 
Crept  in  there,  who  furreadered  the  plantations  chcy  could  not  defend  to  (he  Dutch; 
who,  having  bought  the  chart!  and  papers  of  one  Hudfon  a  feaman,  who>  by  Com* 
miffion  from  the  crown  of  England,  difcoveted  a  river  to  which  be  gave  his  hamej 
conceited  they  had  purchafed  a  province.  Sometimes,  when  we  had  (Irength  In  thofd 
parts,  they  were  ErgliJh  fubjeAs  i  at  others,  when  thAt  llrength  deeiincd,  thef  Were 
fabje^h  of  the  united  provInces«  However,  upon  king  Charles's  claim  the  (^ixtt 
difowoed  the  title,  but  refumed  it  during  our  confuli»ns,  Mal-ch  12,  ii63-4i 
Charles  II.  gran  ed  it  to  the  dnke^of  York; 

q  So  far  from  it,  that  the  king  confined  Holmes  wb^o  He  returned;  and  did  not 
difcbarge  h;m,  till  he  made  it  evidently  appear,  that  be  bad  not  infringed  (he  JaW 
of  nations.  CefU  Britaonerum,  p.  493,  506.  I^hilips's  continuation  of  lleath'di 
chronicle,  p.  5^3.  Kay,  M.  de  Neuville,  bift.  de  HoUainde,  tome  iit.  p.  241.  fays 
exprefsly,  that  the  king  made  this  war,  that  he  might  accommodate  lltdfelf  to  the 
diijpuiidon  gf  h^«  parliament  and  people, 

the- 
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The  chief  difficulty  lay  in  fending  fuch  a  fleet  fafely  into  tbofe 
feasi  before  the  defign  could  be  known  in  England »  and  the 
^rojeft  forfhcd  by  thttA,  ad  it  was  in  contriirance  very  fubtile  and 
fraudulent^  fo  it  was  etecuted  with  equal  cunning  and  fuccefs. 
Admiral  de  Ruyter  was  at  that  time  in  the  Mediterraneahi  where 
he  had  orders  either  to  make  a  peace  with}  or  at  leaft  to  defend 
their  merchants  from  the  infuks  of  the  piratical  dates ;  to  which 
end)  as  wt  before  obrerVed,  Sir  John  LaWfon  Was  alfo  there 
with  a  fquadron  of  Ehgliih  fliips,  and  the  ftates  requefted  of 
king  GharlcSi  that  thefe  two  admirals  might  ^Gt  itl  conjun£tion. 
Yet  now  it  was  thought  conveiiient  to  remove  de  Ruytef  from 
thence,  and  to  fetid  him  to  commit  hoftilities  againft  tts^  then 
nding  as  theiir  allies^  on  the  coaft  bf  Guinea^  and  in  the  Weft 
Indies.  To  this  he  was  himfelf  well  enough  inclinedi  from  a 
difference  that  had  happened  between  him  and  Sir  John  Lawfoa 
About  the  falute  at  fea>  which  the  Dutch  admiral  paid,  and  Sir 
John  refufed  to  returni  alledging,  that  his  orders  did  not  allow 
him  to  ftrike  to  the  fubje£ts  of  any  king  or  date  whatevei^.  In 
other  refpe£ts,  he  aflifted  the  Dutch  ad  friends  and  allies  as  much 
As  was  in  his  power  ^ 

The  majority  of  the  ftateis-gcndral  of  the  united  proVincca 
Were  not  for  a  war  with  England^  and  cbofequently  fuch  orders 
tts  the  tniiiifters  of  the  de  Witte  pany  wanteds  to  authorife  de 
Ruyter,  were  not  to  be  had  from  them  in  a  fair  and  open  way) 
yet,  rather  than  hot  have  themj  the  LouvefteinfaAion  refolvdd  to 
facrifice  their  conftitutiom  De  Ptuyter  had  fent  home  an  account 
of  his  proceedings  againft  the  pirates:  they  got  this  i^cport  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  fcven  who  were  in  their  Interefts,  and 
this  committte  dreW  Up  an  order,  directing  the  admiral  to  fail  to 
the  coaft  of  Guinea,  there  to  make  reprifals  upon  the  £ngli{h. 
But,  as  this  order  muft  be  read  to,  aiid  approved  by  the  ftates^ 
the  minifters  took  care  to  draw  it  up  in  loofe  apd  equivocal 
terms,  procuring  alfo  the  fecretary  to  read  it  over  to  them  in 
fuch  a  hurry  as  rendered  it  altogether  unintelligible ;  then  they 
thruft  it  among  fonle  orders  of  coiirfe,  and  engaging  fuch  as  they 
thought  would  be  againft  it,  in  private  converfation,  it  was  read 

f  Eraodt  leevco  van  Ruyter,  foj.  xgo,  291.     Le  Clcrc  hiftoire  des  provinces 
toniM,  tome  \\l  p.  oj,  64,     Sec  alio  ihc  mcinoirs  of  Sir  J.  Lavrfoa. 

Vol.  IL  M  without 
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without  being  attended  coyor  itsrimportance  apprehended.  LaiUf , 
it  was  brought  with  a  bundle  of  papers,  moft  of  them  mere  mat* 
tors  of  form,  to  be  figned  by  the  prefident  for  the  week,  who, 
as  ufual,  fet  his  hand  to  this  amoogfl  the  reft,  without  reading. 
This  is  a  true  ftate  of  the  fa£t>  as-  reported  by  the  Dutch  hifto- 
rians*. 

When  de  Ruyter  received  this  order,  he  did  not  communicate 
it  to  his  officers,  but>  having  fir&  got  fuch  a  iupply  of  provifions 
as  he  thought  might  be  neceffiiry,  pretended  to  have  fudden  in- 
formation of  certain  pirates  cruizing  near  the  Canaries  ;  and,  un^- 
der  colour  of  giving  chace  to  thefe,.  he  failed  to  Cape  de  Verde, 
and  fo  far  executed  his  commifllon,,  as  to  oblige  the  governors* 
for  our  African  company  either  to  furrender  or  demolifh  feveral 
of  their  forts.  He  likewife  feized  a  great  quantity  of  goods  be- 
longing to  that  company:  after  which  he  made  himfelf  mafter 
of  fort  Cormantin^  a  place  which  was  built  by,  and  had  always 
been  in  the  poflel&oa  of  the  Engjlifh.  But  Cape  Corfe  and  Chama 
(two  of  the  places  taken  by  Sir  Robert  Holmes)  remained  unre- 
duced. From  the  coaft  of  Guinea  de  Ruyter  failed  to  Barbadocs, 
where  he  attacked  a  confiderabU  fleet  of  merchant-ihips  lying 
under  proteAion  of  the  forts,  but  was  repulfed  with  great  lois. 
Then  palling  over  to  Montferat,  Nevis,  and  Newfoundland,  he 
took  above  twenty  fail  of  £nglifh  (hips,  and  fo  returned  to  Hol- 
land«. 

Thefe  a£Uons  on  both  fides  ferved  to  exafperate  the  two  na- 
tions, and  to  haAen  the  preparations  for  war  ^  which  was  pro- 
claimed by  the  Dutch  in  January,  and  by  the  Englifh  in  Febnia- 
\/   »y,  1665  **»    But,  before  it  came  to  that,  the  Heer  van  Goch 
was  fent  by  the  ftatcs  to  importune  the  king  with  memorials  and 

•  Bafnage  annalet  de<  provinces  unicf,  tome  i.  p.  714.  Le  Clcrc  hi(h)ire  det 
provinces  antei,  tone  iii.  Br.  14.  La  vie  de  Ruyter.  Lettrvs  de  d'Eftradcs, 
tome  ii.  p.  i».  9ce  Lord  Arlington's  letter  to  6ir  Richard  Faofhaw,  the  king't 
•nbaflador  at  Madrid-,  dated  the  29th  of  September,  1664.  t  phtUps's 

continuation  of  HcJtb*t  ehrooicle,  p.  530.  Coke's  dece^on,  vol.  ii,  p.  3^ 
Biibop  Parker's  hiftory  of  his  own  time,  p.  8tf«  Skinner's  continuation  of  Bates* 
p.  7tf.  Lord  Arlington's  letters,  vol.  ii.  p.  ^4.  Bafnage  annates  des  provinces 
«Kiies,  torn.  i.  p.  744*  Le  Clcrc  hiftolre  des  provinces  unics,  torn.  iii.  liv.  T41, 
N<ruvillc  hiftoire  de  Hollandc,  torn.  iii.  chap.  7.  La  vie  de  Ruyter,  p.  ipz— 304. 
tt  Heath's  chronicle,  p.  ^31.  Annata  of  the  oniverfe,  p.  114.  Gefta  Britanno*- 
tum,  p.  50^.    Bafoage  SLaaalu  des  provinces  ttcles,  com.  i.  p.  7^^* 

complaints* 
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«oiDpIaifits.  To  which  the  king's  anfwer  was,  that  he  had  re* 
ccived  no  particular  information  of  the  affairs  in  Guinea,  and  that 
the  two  companies  muft  decide  their  difputes.  Thefe  complaints 
of  the  ambafladors  being  likewife  retaliated  by  the  Englifli  mer- 
chants,  whofe  inceffant  reprefentations  of  their  wrongs  obliged 
the  king  to  repeat  his  demands  of  fatisfadion^  as  the  conftant 
refufal  of  the  fatiafa&ion  deaanded  was  the  caiife  of  the  open 
rupture*^. 

ScYend  writers,  who  hare  cenfured  king  Charles's  goremmenty 
would  have  us  believe,  that  this  war  was  of  his  Majeftj's  pro- 
curing :  whereas  nothing  can  be  more  certain  than  that  he  was 
iupported  in  it  by  advice  of  parliaroeftt,  as  he  had  been  driven 
into  it  by  the  clamours  of  the  people.  The  boufe  of  commons 
told  him  in  one  of  their  reprefentations,  that  the  Dutch  bad  in- 
jured his  fubjedis  fo  the  amount  of  800,000  pounds*  The  king 
promifed  to  take  care  of  the  merchants,  and  ef  the  nation ;  and 
when  he  found  a  war  necefiary^  and  defired  the  city  of  London 
to  lend  him  100,000  pounds,  they  did  it  very  readily,  and  even 
repeated  the  favour  as  readily,  when  the  king  condefcended  to 
fiiew  them  that  the  firft  loan  was  not  fufficient  to  fit  our  the  fleet* 
The  parliament,  as  the  king  had  a6te4  in  thefe  matters  in  conie- 
quence  of  their  addrefs,  and  was,  by  thus  a6ting,  on  the  brink 
of  a  war^  for  which  he  was  nnprovided,  and  had  been  ailifted 
by  the  city  of  London,  thought  themfelves  obliged  to  take  no- 
tice of  this,  ^nd  therefore  both  houfes  named  a  committee  to 
carry  the  city  their  thanks  *. 

Thefe  furely  are  demonftrative  proofs,  that  this  was  not,  as 
many  writers  ftyle  it,  a  court  war,  but  a  juft,  and  therefore  4 
popular  one.  Tet  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  it  was  chiefly  brought 
about  by  the  artifices  of  France,  the  emiflaries  of  that  crown  in- 
ftigating  the  Dutch,  and  cfpecially  dc  Witte,  who,  though  a  wife 
man,  was  their  dupe,  to  do  all  they  did,  and  at  the  fame  time 
omitting  no  opportunity  of  inflaming  us  againft  them  for  what 
they  did.  Their  deHgn  was  to  engage  the  two  maritime  powers 
in  a  cruel  war,  that  they  might  again,  as  before,  weaken  and 

*  KcnnetU  hiflory  of  England,  vol.  Hi.  p.  ^71.  AnniU  of  the  nniverfff 
p.  110.     Bafnagc  annalcf  des  provinces  oole&,  Um.  i.  p.  735,  ^  Iliftory 

•nd  proceedings  of  the  honfe  of  commons,  voj.  i.  p.  Si.  Coke's  decr^iun,  part  i$< 
p.  ^x.     Keonct*s  complete  biAory,  voL  iii,  p.'x7x. 
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vafte  each  otber^s  ftrength,  aod  (o,  be  lefs  able  to  pppa(e  tbe 
defigns  of  the  French  miniftry,  one  of  which  wa^  to  render 
France  a  nival  power  y. 

The  fir(^  a^on  of  confequence,  that  happened  after  the  war 
9pivi%Hj  jbroke  put,  was  the  attacking  a  Putch  ^eet  coming  rkh- 
ly  laden  from  Smyrna  upon  the  ^pani(h  coaf^  near  Cadiz.  It 
cortfifled  of  forty  merchant-flitps,  fome  of  them  very  Iarge»  and 
well  provided  with  prdnance,  and  their  cpnvqy  was  compofed  of 
four  tbird»ratte  men  of  war.  SirThoipas  AUen.  who  comn^anded 
the  £ngliQi  fqaadroin,  had  with  him  abput  pine  (hips,  (his  owq 
narrative  fays  bat  eight).  With  thefe  he  attacked  the  enemy  fo 
fucceisfully,  that  having  killed  their  comfnodore  Bracket,  and 
taken  or  funk  fonr  of  their  richeft  fhips,^  he  drove  ^he  reft  into 
Jhe  bay  of  Cadi^,  where  for  foine  tjme  he  blocked  them  up.  A 
misfortune  of  the  fame  kind  befd  the  Dptch  Bourdeauz  fleet. 

•  •  •  •  ^ 

put  of  which  about  130  (hips  were  taken.  Some  of  thefe,  how- 
fnrer,  appearing  to  be  French  bottoms,  were  difchargcd  ^  but  thp 
far  greater  part  >nrere  declared  good  prize  '. 

Thefe  heavy  mi$fortunes  obliged  the  Dutch,  contrary  to  theis 
inclinations,  and  indeed  to  their  ufual  praftice,  to  lay  an  imme- 
diate embargo  on  all  veflels  in  their  ports,  by  which  their  fiflie- 
TfitSf  and  all  the  annual  commerce,  were  ftopped  for  that  feaibn. 
They  likewife  fettled  a  fund  of  fourteen  millions  of  guilders  for 
the  fupport  of  the  war }  and,  in  order  to  fliew  that  there  ought 
to  be  fpme  difference  between  fuch  af  are  made  by  trading  na- 

y  Fbiiip»*-i  conttiHMtioti  of  Herb's  chronicle,  p.  ^1%,  s%S*  Skinner's  eonrit 
^uatioA  of  Bates,  part  iii.  p.  is.  Annals  of  the  uniycrfc,  p«  95,  ptf,  97,  98. 
BiOiop  Parker*!  hidory  of  bit  own  time,  p.  ^5.  Lord  Ariingt(»n*i  letters,  vol.  ii. 
p.  15.  Coke  in  his  dete^on,  vol.  iS.  p.  ^f.  is  plea  fed  to  fay,  he  will  not  difpoce 
fhe  jnftite  of  entering  into  this  war,  but,  that  be  m^y  have  Ibmethin^  to  cavil 
at,  oondemos  the  precipitancy  with  which  the  governmcot  embarked  in  ft,  and 
f  hinks  the  q-own  (hould  firft  have  formed  alliHoees  af>road.  See  a  very  corious 
letter  of  Sir  William  Temple  to  his  brother  in  his  works,  vol.  \u  p.  41.  wherein 
^it  has  copioufly  ftated  the  grounds  ^nd  occ^fions  of  this  war,  as  alled^rcd  by  all 
parties.  See  Lndlow'j  memoirs,  vol.  iii.  p.  164,  i6s.  The  hidory  and  procred* 
ings  cf  the  honfe  of  commons,  vol.  i.  p.  80— S 3.  Lettrcs,  memoirs,  et  nego- 
iriatioos  de  monfieur  \e  comte  d*£ftrades,  tome  i.  Bafnage  annaks  da  provinces 
ynieft,  tome  i.  p.  737-  '  Philip^'s  continuation  of  Heath's  chronicle, 

V' S^9t  Si^'  8kinner*t  enfitinnation  of  Bates,  p.  78.  0>ke's  detrAton,  vol  ii. 
p.  3tf.  Annals  of  the  vniverfe,  p.  ir4.  OcAa  Britannornm,  p.  $06,  Lord 
Arlirgton'f  letters,  vol.  H.  p.  67.. 

tions. 
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tfont,  and  th(^e  entered  into  by  arbhrarj  princeS)  for  the  mere 
fhirft  of  dominioQ  %  they  ordered  about  fifty  Englifh  and  Scots 
tcffelsy  which  had  been  ieized  in  their  harbours^  to  be  fet  at  li- 
Ixrty  ;  and,  on  the  arrival  of  thofe  fliips  in  England,  the  civility 
was  returned  by  a  like  releafe  of  all  the  Dutch  ihips  that  had 
been  ftopped  here*. 

The  Engplh  4tet  was  firft  ready,  though  the  Dutch  were 
tke  firft  who  began  to  arau  This  fleet  of  ours  confided  of  one 
hundred  and  fourteen  fail  of  men  of  war  and  frigates,  twenty* 
eight  fire*{hips  and  ketches,  and  had  about  twenty-two  thou- 
fand  feamen  and  foldiers  on  board.  The  whole  was  command'r 
ed  by  the  duke  of  York,  as  lord  high*admiral.  Prince  Rupert 
was  admiral  of  the  white,  and  the  earl  of  Sandwich  of  the  blue« 
April  ai,  1665,  the  Englifh  failed  for  the  Dutch  coaft,  and  on 
the  aSth  feot  in  a  fi^uadron  fo  near  the  fiiore  and  harbour  of  the 
T^xcl,  that  the  couptry  was  exceedingly  alarmed.  After  re- 
inaining  there  a  month,  the  fleet  was  fo  ruflled  by  a  dorm,  that 
if  was  found  necefiary  to  retire  towards  our  own  ihore* 

This  opportunity  the  Dutch  took  of  fending  out  their  fleet, 
which,  by  the  latter  end  of  ^lay,  appeared  about  the  Doggei" 
Sands.  They  were  divided  into  feven  fquadrons,  the  firft  un- 
der Opdam,  confining  of  fourteen  men  of  war,  and  two  fire- 
fhips ;  the  feqond  under  John  Everts,  of  the  like  force  \  the 
third  commspded  by  admiral  Qortenaer,  confiding  of  fourteen 
men  of  war  an4  one  fire-fliip }  the  fourth  was  under  Stilling-* 
wert,  compofed  likewife  of  fourteen  men  of  war  and  a  fire-ihip; 
^he  fifth  conduced  by  Van  Tromp,  the  fon  of  the  famous  oki 
adiniral,  made  up  of  fixtecn  men  of  war  and  two  fire-fliips ) 
the  (ixth  under  Cornelius  Everts,  confiding  of  fourteen  men  of 
war  and  a  fire-fliip  *,  the  lad  commanded  by  Schram,  in  which 
were  fixteen  men  of  war  and  two  fire- fliips;  in  all,  a  hundred 
and  three  men  of  wa|*,  eleven  fire-fliips,  and  fcvcn  yachts.  A 
mighty  fleet,  far  fuperior  to  what  the  French  conceived  it  poffi^ 
ble  for  the  dates  to  fit  out,  and  well  fumiflted  with  men  ^  but 


«.  Bafnagc  anoikles  del  provincct  nniec,  torn,  !.  p.  73$.  Le  CIcrc  hinnira  dec 
provinces  anicf,  torn.  iii.  \\v.  xiv.  NcnviUe  hUloire  de  Ho)lande»  torn.  iii.  chap. 
|,     I^CTCD  van  dc  Witce,  p.  25s, 

this 
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this  was  by  the  hdp  of  their  India  (hips^  whence  they  were 
moftly  taken,  partly  by  perfuafion,  and  partly  by  force  K 

The  Duke  of  York  being  retired  with  our  navy  from  the 
Dutch  coaft  when  they  came  out,  afforded  them  an  opportunity 
to  fall  on  our  Hamburgh  fleet,  which  they  did  not  negled; 
and  they  were  fo  fortunate  therein  as  to  take  the  greateft  part» 
by  which  our  merchants  fuffered  near  two  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  lofs.  Some  attributed  this  to  ill  management,  others, 
with  more  reafon,  to  unavoidable  accidents;  for  they  had  a 
convoy,  and  the  duke  of  York  fent  the  Roe^ketch  to  inform 
them  of  his  departure,  which  not  meeting  this  fleet,  proved  their 
ruin^.  This  exceedingly  exafperated  the  Englifh,  and  at  the 
iame  thne  raifcd  not  a  little  the  fpirits  of  the  Dutch. 

Admiral  Opdam,  who  commanded  the  latter,  was  a  prudent 
as  well  as  a  truly  gallant  commander.  The  great  John  de  Witte 
raifed  him  to  this  envied  employment;  but  finding  him  inclined 
to  the  prince  of  Orange,  he  became  his  enemy,  and  as  foon  as 
he  was  out  at  Tea  wrote  him  a  letter,  dhrefting  him  to  fight  at 
all  events,  and  this  with  fuch  a  peculiar  quicknefs  of  ftyle,  as 
proved  the  letter  his,  though  written  in  the  name  of  the  ftatcs. 
Opdam  Tefolvcd  to  obey  thefe  orders,  though  contrary  to  the 
advice  of  moft  of  his  officers,  and  his  own  opinion,  as  appear- 
ed by  his  fending  afhore  his  plate  before  the  engagement:  but 
more  fo  from  his  expreflions  on  taking  the  fcntiments  of  a  coun- 
cil of  war:  "  I  am/'  faid  he,  "entirely  in  your  fentimcnts; 
««  but  here  are  my  orders.  To-morrow  my  head  fliall  be  bound 
*<  with  laurel  or  with  cyprefs  :'*  and  in  this  difpofition  he  failed 
to  find  out  the  Englifli  navy  <*.  That  did  not  require  much  time ; 
for  the  duke  of  York  was  no  lefs  eager  to  revenge  the  lofs  of 

^  Philip&S  concinuation  of  Hcarh'f  chfon'cic,  p,  y^tf.  Skinner'^  confina-»ttoii 
of  Bates,  p.  79-  Biihop  Parker's  Inftury  of  hi»  own  cim%  p.  90.  Lord  Ailinv- 
ton*s  letters,  vol.  ii.  p.  78.  Aniiaii  of  the  utiiverfe^  p.  xi;.  Bifiia^^e  auniiles 
drs  province*  tmiet,  torn.  i.  p.  743.  Le  Clerc  hiOoire  des  provinces  unics,  torn, 
iai.  liv.  xiv.  NcaviUe  hiftoire  de  HolUcde,  com.  iii.  p.  348.  Lcevcn  van  de 
Witie,  p.  aja.  i 

^  Philips'<  continvation  of  Heath'f  chronicle,  p.  538.  Skinncr'c  continuation 
f  f  Bates,  p.  80.  Gcfta  Briiannorom,  p.  508.  fCenne(*s  hifl.  of  EngUnd,  vol. 
iH.  p.  27^. 

d  pafnage  ariiiAles  des  pf evinces  unies,  tom.  i.  p.  741.  Le  Clerc  hiOoire  dot 
provinces  unie^«  tomt  iii.  liv.  xiv.  p.  73* 

the 
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the  Hamburgh  fleet.  On  the  third  of  June  the  Englifh  and 
Dutch  oavies  engaged  about  three  in  the  morning  ofF  Leoftoff*, 
when,  by  an  overfight  of  the  Dutch,  (as  their  writers  fay),  the 
Englifh  had  the  weather-gage,  an  advantage  they  knew  how  to 
ufe  as  well  as  kciep^. 

Things  went  at  firft  very  equally  on  both  fides,  feveral  fqua-^ 
drons  charging  through  and  through,  without  any  remarkable 
advantage*  But  about  noon,  the  earl  of  Sandwich,  with  the 
blue  fquadron,  fell  into  the  center  of  the  Datch  fleet,  divided 
it  into  two  parts,  and  began  chat  confufion  which  ended  in  a 
total  defeat  f.  The  duke  of  York  in  the  Royal  Charles,  a  (hip 
of  eighty  guns,  and  admiral  Opdaro  in  the  Eendracht,  of  eighty- 
four,  were  clofely  engaged.  The  fight  continued  for  fome  hours 
with  great  obilinacy,  and  his  royal  highneis  was  in  the  utmoft 
da»ger»  Several  perfons  of  diftin&ion  were  killed  on  board  his 
(hip,  particularly  the  earl  of  Falmouth^  the  king's  favourite  «, 

Lord 


«  Annals  of  the  univerfe,  p.  iid.    PhU»pt*s  contlnnatbo  of  Baker*s  chron.  p» 
753.     BafnagCy  Le  Clerc,  Keuvilie,  and  ocbcr  Dutcb  writcrf* 
f  Karl  of  Sandwich*!  journal,  MS. 

s  «*  The  vklory  and  trkimph  of  that  day/*  fayt  theooble  hiftoriao,  **  vat 
furely  very  great,  and  a  jaft  argaBMot  of  public  joy  i  how  k  c«in«  to  be  no 
greater,  ftiail  be  faid  anon ;  and  the  trouble  and  grief  in  nany  ooble  fainiliei* 
for  the  lofs  of  (o  many  worthy  and  gallant  perfuoi,  could  not  but  be  very 
**  lamentable^  in  wives,  in  fathers  and  mothers,  and  the  other  neareft  relations : 
*'  but  no  ibrrow  was  equal,  at  leaft  none  fo  remarkable,  as  the  king's  was  for 
*'  the  earl  of  Falmouth.  They  who  know  his  majeOy  beft,  and  had  feeo  how 
**  uofhaken  he  had  flood  in  other  very  terrible  affaolts,  were  amaied  at  tho 
**  flood  of  tears  he  flied  upon  this  occafion.  The  immenfenefs  of  the  viAaryj^ 
*(  and  the  confequences  that  might  have  attended  it,  the  fafety  and  preferva* 
■*  tion  of  bis  brother,  with  To  m*ch  glory,  on  whole  behalf  he  had  had  (6  tcr- 
«<  rihle  apprehenfions  during  the  three  days  fight,  having,  by  the  benefit  of  the 
*■  wlnd»  heard  the  thunder  of  the  ordnance  from  the  begirntng^  even  after^  by 
'*  the  ieflcning  of  the  noife,  as  from  a  greater  dt/^ance,  he  concluded  that  the 
"  enemy  was  upon  fight;  yet  all  this,  and  the  univerial  joy  that  he  faw  in  the 
«^  countenance  of  all  men,  for  the  viAory  and  the  fafety  of  the  duke,  made 
**  no  impreifion  in  bka  towards  the  mitigeiion  of  his  pai&on„  for  the  lofs  of  this 
young  favourite,  in  whom  few  other  men  had  ever  obferved  any  virtue  or  qiu- 
Hty,  which  they  did  not  wi(h  their  bcfl  friends  without,  and  very  many  did  be- 
lieve that  bis  death  was  a  great  ingredient  and  confiderable  part  of  the  vi«^ofy. 
**  He  was  young,  and  of  infatiable  ambition,  and  a  little  more  experience  might 
**  have  taught  him  all  things  of  which  his  weak  parts  were  capable.  But  they 
•*  who  obfetved  the  flrange  decree  of  favour  he  had  on  the  fudden  arrived  to^ 
*■'  even  from  ^  dctc/hfioii  the  king  had  towards  him,  and  cjj  eluded  ftorn  thencr, 
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Lord  Muikerry  and  Mr.  Boyle,  (on  to  the  earl  of  Corke^  vrilH 
one  ball,  and  Co  near  the  doke,  that  he  was  covered  with  their 
blood  and  brains ;  nay,  a  fplinter  from  the  laft  mentioned  gen- 
tleman'? ikull  razed  his  hand  K  About  one,  the  Dutch  admiral 
blew  up,  with  a  prodigious  noife ;  but  how  the  accident  hap- 
pened is  uncertain.  Some  fay,  a  fhot  fell  in  the  powder-room^ 
others,  that  Opdam's  black  blew  up  the  (hip,  to  be  revenged  of 
his  mailer  for  beating  him.  The  moft  probable  account  is,  that 
it  was  occaiioned  by  fome  accident  in  difVributing  the  powder*. 
In  this  veflel,  together  with  the  admii;al,  pcrifhed  five  hundred 
men,  only  five  of  the  whole  crew  efcaping ;  many  of  thofe  loft 
were  volunteers,  of  the  heft  families  of  Holland,  and  not  a  fcvt 
Frenchmen,  who  took  this  opportunity  of  being  prefent  in  a 
fca-fight  K 

A  little  after  this  unlucky  blow,  the  Dutch  received  ftill  a 
greater.  Four  fine  fhips,  the  biggeft  of  fixty,  the  leaft  of  forty 
'^ns,  ran  foul  on  each  other,  and  were  burnt  by  one  fire-lhip  t 
foon  after,  three  larger  vefiels  by  the  fame  accident  fhared  the 
fame  fate.  The  Orange,  a  fhip  of  feventy-five  guns,  after  a 
moft  gallant  defence,  was  alfb  burnt )  and  thus,  toMiards  four 
in  the  afternoon,  all  fell  into  confufton.  Vice-admiral  Stilling* 
wert  was  (hot  through  the  middle  by  a  cannon-ball ;  vice-admi-^ 
ral  Cortenaer  received  a  fhot  in  his  thigh,  of  which  he  inftantly 


<'  and  more  from  the  deep  Torrow  the  king  was  poi1e(1ed  ^Uh  for  hU  death,  td 
'*  what  a  prodigious  height  he  might  have  reached  in  a  little  time  more,  «tfl>S 
<*  not  at  all  troubled  that  be  was  taken  out  of  the  way***  I«ife  of  the  earl  cf 
Clarendon,  v>l.  ii.  p,  su. 

b  Philip's  continuation  of  Heath*s  chronicle,  p.  ^58,  S39-  6kinner*s  cooti.. 
nuation  of  Bates,  p.  80,  81.  Gef^a  Britannorumi  p.  508.  £chard^t  hiAory  of 
England,  p.  820.  The  lord  Muikerry  was  eideft  Iota  of  the  earl  af  Ciartarty^ 
«nd  a  young  nobleman  Of  extraordinary  courage  and  expectation,  had  been  co- 
lonel ef  a  regiment  of  foot  in  Flanders  under  the  dnkcj  and  had  the  general  cf^ 
ttmation  of  an  excellent  officer.  He  was  of  the  dukeS  bed-chamber.  Mr.  Ri* 
chard  Boyle  was  a  younger  fon  of  rhe  earl  of  Burlington^  a  youth  of  great  hopes, 
and  newly  come  home  from  travel,  where  he  had  fpent  his  time  with  fmgoht 
advantage,  and  took  the  fir(l  opportunity  to  lofe  his  life  in  the  king's  ferVict. 
Life  of  the  earl  of  Clarendon,  vol.  ii.  p.  ^07,  508. 

i  Annals  of  the  univerfc,  p«  x)o.  Bifliop  Parker's  hiflarv  of  bis  own  tlmesi 
p.  pi.  Bafnage  anAales  dcs  provinces  unies,  tome  i.  p.  747.  he  Cleric  hiOoire 
des  provinces  ttoics,  tome  iii.  p.  73*  Neuville  hifloire  de  Hcllande,  tome  iiU 
chap.  p«  ^  HiAoty  of  the  thrte  Dutch  war$,  p.  390* 

died« 
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St6*  Thde  ihips  bearing  out  of  the  line  on  the  death  of  their 
'Comcnanderst  without ftriking  their  flags,  drew  many  after  them; 
16  that,  by  eight  at  night,  Tromp,  who  held  out  brairely  to  the 
lafti  and  fought  retreating,  had  not  abore  thirty  (hips  left  with 
'  him.  This  was  the  moft  Ggnal  viAory  the  £ngli(h  ever  gained^ 
and  the  ferereft  blow  the  Dntch  ever  fiek  at  fea^« 

According  to  our  acoonnts,  which  upon  a  ftrid  emannatieii 
I  have  always  ft>und  moderate,  the  Dutch  had  eighteen  ihips 
taken,  (fereral  of  which  we  quitted),  and  fourteen  funk  in  thia 
aAion,  befides  fiich  as  were  burnt  or  Mown  up«  Yet  their  ac* 
counts  admit  of  ao  more  than  nine  ihips  taken,  one  (their  ad» 
miral)  blown  up,  and  eight  burnt  *«  •  As  to  our  lofs,  which 
was  hiT  more  unaccountable,  there  is  no  difpute  about  it.  We 
loft  the  Charity,  a  (hip  of  forty-iix  gnns,  with  moft  of  her 
men,  in  the  beginning  of  the  iight^  bad  in  the  whole  but  two 
hundred  and  fifty  men  kHUed,  and  three  hundred  and  fortf 
men  wounded :  on  the  ether  iide,  they  loft  at  leaft  fix  thoi^ 
iand  men,  including  two  thoufand  three  hundred  taken  pri- 
soners". Tet  Come  great  men  of  ours  bought  this  advantage 
•to  their  country  at  the  expence  of  their  blood>  fuch  as  the  earls 
^  Portland  and  Marlborough  %   vice-admiriil ,  Samton,  and 

Sir 

)  Bafoige  tndalet  des  provincet  trnles,  to|ne)i  p.  74s.  Vc  Clerc  kiftcnre  Aen 
3^rovince«  naics,  tome  iii.  ii?.  xiv.  Levent  der  S^eabcklBi  twce^e  4ccl,  p.  Ktf. 
Coke's  dtu&ioa,  vol,  ii.  p.  jf.  SkinMr't  €oatwiM«ioiv  of  Bates,  p.  Sx. 
n«pbilipf*f  contmiiadoM  of  iksth'i  chrookle,  p.  $$9.  I^ennat't  hidory  «/ 
£Bgljin4,  Tol.  iii.  £chard*f  hiSUxj  of  fagUnd,  p.  Sm.  Sism  leirer s  of  Ro- 
ger ctri  of  Orrery,  p.  9^.  o  Philips**  oeotinpaiion  of  Aaktt\  chr»- 
jiide»  p.  t5]*  Ecbtrd,  Keonfll.  Cord  Arlinfton's  kciicrs»  vol.  ii.  p.  %4m 
«here  he  fayi*  4be  diflipattog  the  c«eaiy*s  fleet,  ^UUi»g  4hcir  sdniraU,  «nd 
^(ordBg  them  agaiD  into  their  ports.  Is  what  we  vdloe  oarfeWee  «uft  upoa  ;  and 
aU  this  wkh  the  lofs  only  of  one  ftip  om  our  fide,  two  handred  eighty<bree  me^ 
iLiltcd,  and  foor  hvndred  and  forty  wattoAed.  The  cneniy,  iwfidcs  ihcir  ihipi, 
will  find  they  want  at  leaft  feven  thoofifld  of  their  mcD. 

o  ^  io  priiics  ftupcit's  (hip,  (fays  theaadiof  ClateiHlon,)  who  did  wondera 
«hat  day, 'and  in  that  of  the  earl  of  iatidwicfa,  who  hehav«d  Mmftlf  with  nbta^ 
hlc  cowafc  and  coaduA,  there  were  mnnf  moo  fliin,  a»d  Ioom  geiitlemeii  vo^ 
Jantaarf  of  the  bcfk  families,  wh«ile  aiamartef  (bpi4d  he  pivfierved.  The  c^i| 
of  Marlborosgh,  who  had  the  commaod  of  one  of  itie  haft  fliirs,  and  bad  graif 
«spenence  at  fea«  haviog  made  many  long  voyages  at  fea,  and  being  now  De«- 
tf  returned  from  the  Eaft  indies,  whither  the  khig  had  Tent  him  with  a  fqnap 
iiron  of  (hips,  to  reosive  the  iflaad  of  Bombayne  from  Portngal,  wu  la  tht< 

Vol,  Ih  N  b««l» 
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Sir  John  Lawfon,  who  died  of  a  wound  he  receiyed  in  the  hita^ 
though  he  furvived  the  battle. 

The  Dutch  afcribe  this  iignal  defeat  in  a  great  meafure  to  the 
ill  conduA  of  their  own  officers  and  (eameni  m^y  of  whom^i 
according  to  the  genius  of  the  nation,  were  feverely  puniihed. 
Thus  much  is  allowed  on  all  fides,  that,  except  fixteen  or  ie- 
Tenteen  of  their  captains  who  had  ferved  in  the  former  war^ 
they  had  none  of  tolerable  knowledge,  or  true  courage,  moft  of 
them  being  the  fons  pf  rich  burgormafters,  brought  in,  to  fecure 
their  father's  intereft,  by  de  Witte|  who,  though  he  thus  in- 
capacitated them  for  fighting,  yet  compelled  them  againft  rea- 
fon,  and  their  own  opinion,  to  6ght ;  becaufe,  at  all  events,  a 
battle  was  for  his  intereft  i^  iince,  gained,  it  raifed  his  authority 
at  home  31  or,  loft,  it  muft  from  abroad  bring  in  his  alHes  the 
Frenchr  This  refined  policy  had  well  nigh  ruined  himfelf  and 
his  friends ;  for  the  mob  rofe,  and  threatened  nothing  lefs  than 
a  total  revolution.  At  the  Brill,  admiral  Everts  was  thrown 
into  the  river,  and  with  much  difficulty  refcued  by  the  magif^ 
trates  from  the  populace :  and  fuch  like  tumults  happened  a( 
Rotterdam,  and  elfewhere^. 

There  is  very  little  room  to  doubt,  that  if  there  had  not 
been  fome  mifmanagement  on  the  fide  of  the  £ngli(h,  this,  as 
it  was  the  firft,  might  have  been  alfo  the  laft  adion  in  this  war  ^ 

Rattle  likewifip  llain.  Ho  w^s  a  maQ  of  wonderful  pans  in  a!l  kin^s  of  karn. 
itfg,  which  be  took  more  delight  in  than  bit  title;  and  having' no  great  er^atte 
^fcended  to  faifp,  be  brought  down  his  mind  to  his  fortune,  and  lived  very. 
Retired,  but  with  mor^  imputation  than  any  fortune  could  have  given  him.  The 
carl  of  Portland  was  m  volunteer  on  board  his  fhip,  ^nd  \oA  bi<  life  by  his  fide, 
being  a  young  man  of  yery  good  part^,  uewljr  come  of  age,  and  the  (on  of  « 
very  wift  and  worthy  father,  who  died  t  few  months  before  t  and  he  baying  a 
^ong  aad  intire  friendfliip  with  the  earl  of  Marlborough,  his  Ton,  ^ough  of  a 
melancholic  nature,  intended  to  lead  a^o  a^Uve  life,  and  to  apply  himfelf  to  it 
vnd^r  (the  condu^  pf  h\$  fother's  (nen4,  with  ^hom  he  died  very  bravely.** 
$ee  his  life,  written  by  bimfclf,  yol.  ii.  p.  5Qa. 
P  Bafnage  annales  des  provinces  nnies,  tome  i.  p.  I4i.    Le  Clerc,  tome  iii. 

■  •    *  ■  • 

|>.  T^.  Three  of  their  captains  were  (hot  on  the  4th  of  July,  two  were  order- 
<d  to  b^ve  their  fwords  broken  oyer  their  heads^  and  declared  incapable  of 
terying  more  in  their  nayy;  and  the  Qiaftcr  to  yice^admiral  Cqrterilaar  was 
condemned  to  ftand  two  hours  upon  a  fcaflbld,  with  a  halter  about  his  neck* 
Annals  of  the  univerfc,  page  130.  Kennet*s  biftory  of  Bngland,  yol.  iii. 
yagc  »7.7. 
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ibr  the  Dutch  fleet  fled  in  great  conftifion,  their  c^ptainis  be- 
having iU>  and  their  admirals  quarrelling  about  command ;  fo 
that  if  the  Englifli  had  prefled  them  vigoroufly^  ais  it  was  in 
their  poweri  having  the  wind )  fo  many  (hips  might  have  beeii 
either  funk,  difabled,  or  taken^  as  muft  have  forced  a  peaces 
for  which  there  was  a  very  ftrong  party  in  Holland^  who  did 
Hot  like  the  dominion  of  the  penfionary  de  Witte^  and  the  de- 
pendence in  which  he  held  even  the  fiates,  who  feldom  ventu- 
red to  do  any  thing  of  importance  when  he  was  abfent  ^.  This 
great  opportunity  was  loft,  through  the  Englifh  fleet's  flacking 
fail  in  the  night,  contrary  to  the  exprefs  direflions  of  his  royal 
highnefs  the  duke,  before  he  went  to  reft; 

It  is  far  from  being  an  eafy  matter  to  inform  the  reader,  how 
this  came  to  pafsi  But  after  having  examined  the  point,  with 
as  much  impartiality,  as  well  as  diligence,  as  the  great  impor- 
tance of  it  deferved,  it  appears  to  have  ftood  thus.  The  dukci 
in  quality  of  lord  high-admiral,  had  two  captains  on  board  his 
fliip.  Sir  William  Penn,  who  had  the  rank  of  a  vice-admiral ) 
and  captain^  afterwards  Sir  John  Harman.     Sir  William  was 

■ 

gone  to  reft,  as  well  as  the  duke,  fo  that  the  command  remain- 
ed in  eaptain  Harman,  who  was  himfelf  at  the  helni,  when 
one  Mn  Brounker,  who  was  of  the  duke's  bed-chamber^  came 
and  told  him,  <<  that  he  ought  to  conflder,  how  much  his  royal 
'<  highne&'s  perfon  had  been  already  expofed  in  the  a£lion,  and 
*<  how  much  greater  rifk  he  might  run,  if  their  fhip,  which 
<*  was  the  headmoft  of  the  fleets  ihould  fall  in  fingle  with 
*<  thofe  of  the  enemy^  upon  their  own  coafts.'*  Harman  heard 
him,  but  anfwered  like  an  honeft  brave  man,  as  he  was,  that 
he  could  do  nothing  without  Orders.  Brounker  upon  this| 
^ent  to  the  duke's  cabin,  and  returned  with  orders,  in  his 
toyal  highneis^s  nanie,  to  make  le(s  fail ;  thefe  captain  Harman^ 
without  the  Icaft  fcruple,  obeyed^  which  created  fome  confufion 
in  the  Englifh  Qcctf  fereral  ihips  being  very  near  running  foul 
on  each  other  *h 

^  Wlcqaefort  hl(l.>Ire,  MS.  6is  pfovlaces  uni«f,  jjv.  xV.  ^afaige  annales 
Acs  provinces  lioics,  tome  ii.  page  %t%,  173.  See  aUb  Mr.  (afterwards  Sir 
\V-.lliatn)  Goveotry's  accouot  of  iUh  aAioii,  who  was  fccretary  to  his  royaL 
Itighnefs.  '  Life  of  chb  earl  of  CI«rea<lon^  vol.  ii.  p.  513.     North's  cjca- 

fiien,  p.  ii9,  120.     Bnrnet*s  hiftory  of  his  own  tlines,  vol.  i.  p.  109^  %io. 
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in  the  morning,  the  duke  exprefled  furprife  and  refeutiBcnfy 
ta  Btid  they  were  at  fuch  a  dtftance  from  the  Dutch,  that  there- 
was  no  longer  any  hopes  of  coining  np  with  tbenu  It  then 
appeared,  that  either  through  cowardice,  or  fomething  worfcy 
Brounker  had  carried  captain  Hartnan  orders,  which  he  never 
receilQed^  However,  this  was  concealed  from  his  royal  high*^ 
Hefi,  and  other  esEcuies  made,  fnch  as  a  hri&  wind  from  Ihore^. 
and  their  fire-ftiips  being  aU  fpent.  But  the  truth  was  never--^ 
(9iele(s  very  foon  whtipered,  though  the  duke  was  not  acquaint- 
ed with  it,  m  lefs  than  fix  months  after,  upon  which  hedif-^ 
charged  BkT>nid(er  his  fervice,  ami  would  have  done  more,  if 
the  celebrated  duchcfs  of  Cleveland,  then  countefs  of  Caftle* 
main,  with  whom  he  was  a  favourite,,  had  net  by  her  intcreft 
with  the  king,  protefied  him  ^  However^  at  the  end  of  the 
war,  when  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  out  of  humour,  thia 
affair  was  mentioned,,  and  inquired  into ;  upon  which  Brounker ». 
who  was  a  member,  was  moft  defervedly  expelled,  and  ordered 
to  be  impeached,,  but  that  was  never  profecoted". 

His  royal  highneft  left  the  fleet  feon  after,  and  returned  to 
London,  to  make  a  report  of  all  things  to  the  king.  His  ma<» 
jefty  having  attended  his  mother  to  the  coafls,.  went  on  board 
the  Royal  Charles  in  the  river,  where  he  made  a  ftri^  inquiry 
mto  the  conduA  of  the  officers,  and  the  ftate  of  their  fhips  ^ 
and  recoiling  (atisfa^ion  as  to  both»  he  there,  as  an  encourage- 
ment to  a  like  behaviour  in  time  to  come,  knighted  the  moft 
eonfiderabfe  commanders,  vks^  admiral Tyddiman,.  captain  Cut- 
tings, captain.  Jordan,  captain  Spragge,  t5V.  after  which,  he 
dircded  that  all  the  (hips  fliould  be  repaired  with  the  utmoft 

•  G>k€'i  ^teOion,  p.-  3f. 

K  The  reader,  who  confuitt  the  amhors  t  have  cittd,  will  fee  rtrj  dtSerent 
editions  of  this  (hirf,  and  I  hope  a^ree  with  me,  that  it  proYes  the  fate  of  n«- 
fioDt  «nay  depend  on  very  flight  events,  at  in  this  cafe,  on  a  private  man's 
tetling  «  lie ;  that  princei  (hould  imnedtately  examine  and  «lear  up  whatever 
refpedi  their  honour  $  that  refeatinent  operates  on  moll  itiin«is.  CUfCDiloa  u 
for  throwing  it  on  Sir  William  Coventry ;  Hortb,  upon  the  Dutch ;  bifhop^ 
Burnet,  on  Sir  William  Peon.  AU  of  thefe  could  not  be  pofflbiy  guilty;  but 
for  any  evidence  that  has  appeared,  they  might  Be  all  cquaUy  innocent. 

u.  Uifiory  aad  proceeding  ef  the  Houfe  of  Com  moos,  v«L  i.  p.  ixSC 

diligence^ 
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Mgcncc,  and  the  &etty  as  {boo  at  poffiUe,  be  put  into  a  con* 
dition  to  go  out  again  to  fea  ^. 

The  king's  command,  theiv  generous  ieufe  of  their  late  vie* 
tory,  and  the  news  of  two  rich  Dutch  fquadions  being  at  kz, 
quickly  brought  out  the  Engliib  navy,  to  the  number  of  fixiy 
fidi ;  and  on  the  fi&h  of  Juiy»  they  fleered  horn  Southwold- 
bay,  into  which  they  pot  immediately  after  the  hA  engagement^ 
fbr  the  coaft  of  Holland*  The  ftandard  was  borne  by  the 
gallant  earl  of  Sandwich^  to  whom  Sk  George  Ayfcue  was 
▼ioe,  and  Sir  Thomas  Tyddiman  rear»admiral.  Sir  William 
Penn  was  admind  of  the  white.  Sir  William  Berkley  ▼ice-ad-* 
miral,  and  Sir  Jofepfa  Jordan  rear*admiraL  The  blue  flag  was 
carried  by  Sir  Thomas  Allen^  whofe  "vice  and  rear  were,  Sir 
Chriftopher  Minnes,  and  Sir  John  Harman.  The  defigns  they 
had  in  view  were»  to  intercept  de  Ruyter  in  his  return,  or  at 
leaft  to  take  and  bum  the  Turkey  and  £s^  India  fleets,  of 
which  they  had  certain  intelligence  \ 

They  fncceeded  in  neither  of  theie  fi:hemes«  De  Ruyter  re- 
turned unexpeAedly  tj  the  north  of  Scotland,  and  arrived  fafe- 
ly  in  Holland,  where  he  was  immediately  promoted  to  the  chief 
command  of  the  fleet  '•  The  Turkey  and  India  fleet,  coniift- 
ing  of  twenty  fail,  under  the  command  of  commodore  Bitter^ 
chofe  to  take  the  fjune  northern  route,  in  hopes  of  avoiding  the 
Englifli  navy ;  but  having  intdligence  at  iea,  that  this  would 
prove  very  diflicult,  if  not  impoffible^  they  took  fliielter  in  the 
port  of  Bcrgben  in  Norway  '• 


^  PhiKp«*s  coBtinuatioa  of  Heath's  chronicle,  p*  $39*  The  intelligencer^ 
K®*  47*  P*  4^4*  Skinners  conttn nation  of  Bttcs,  p.  83.  Annait  of  the  ani- 
verft,  p.  115.  Journal  of  the  earl  of  Sandwich.  Lord  Arlington's  letters, 
vol.  K.  p.  9i.  The  queen  mother,  at  parting  with  the  king,  preVAiled  on  hia» 
to  pr  mtfe  her,  that  the  dake  (bonld  not  go  to  fea  again  in  the  next  expedition. 
JLife  of  Lord  Clarendon,  vol.  ii.  p.  5x6.  *   Annals  of  the  uni« 

▼eri<s,  p.  ixS.  Lord  ArIh)gton'5  letters,  p.  83,  84.  Kennet,  vol.  iii.  p.  177. 
Echard's  hiftory  of  England,  p.  8ai.  y  Bafnage  aanalet  des  pro- 

^nces  unies,  tome  i^  p.  744,  745.  Le  Olerc  hifloire  dec  provinces,  tome  ill. 
liv.  xiv. ,  La  vie  de  Ruyter,  p.  250.  Lord  Arlington's  letters,  p.  85.  Let. 
fres,  et  memoires  da  Comte  d*E(>rades,  tome  ii.  p.  xso,  >  Skinner^s 

contin nation  of  Bsres,  p.  84.  Annals  of  the  oniverle,  p.  xx8.  GcOa  firitan- 
fiorofn,  p.  5x0.  Coke's  dete^iou,  vol.  ii.  p.  i^-  Bdiin^e  aniMies  des  pro- 
▼incfs  mnics,  tome  i.  p.  747. 
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The  port  was  pretty  eafy  of  accefsj  and  coTered  only  by  a 
old  cadle ;  the  Danifh  governor  indeed  promifed  the  Dutch  to 
do  for  them  what  he  could^  and  they  were  willing  to  contribute 
as  much  as  in  them  lay  to  render  him  able^  In  order  to  this, 
they  landed  forty-one  pieces  of  cannon^  which  were  diipofed 
on  a  line  before  the  fort :  then  the  Dutch  drew  another  line 
crofs  the  bay,  confiding  of  their  largeft  fhips )  and  in  this  po-* 
fture  they  waited  for  the  Engliih.  It  was  not  long  before  they 
appeared ;  for  the  earl  of  Sandwich  having  advice  of  their  be* 
ing  put  into  Berghen,  had  detached  Sir  Thomas  Tyddiman  with 
fourteen  fail  of  men  of  war^  and  three  fire-fhipS|  to  attack 
them.  This  he  performed  with  great  courage,  though  the  wind 
was  againft  them,  and  the  enemy  made  a  prodigious  fire  from 
the  caftlei  the  line,  and  the  (hips;  fo  that  at  laft  he  was  forced 
to  bear  out  of  the  bay,  and  this  he  performed  without  the  lo& 
of  a  (hip,  though  he  had  five  or  fix  very  ill  treated  S 

The  dates  by  this  time,  partly  by  threats,  partly  by  punUh« 
tnent,  but  (tili  more  by  promifes  and  rewards,  had  again  man^ 
ned  out  a  (lout  fleet.  Admiral  de  Ruyter  had  the  command  of 
it,  which  gave  no  finall  difpleafure  to  Trbmp }  but  he  grew  in- 
to a  better  temper,  when  he  perceived  that  his  competitor  had 
the  command  only  in  appearance  t>*  Their  great  ftatefman  did 
Witte,  not  fatisfied  with  direding  all  things  in  the  Dutch  coun^a* 
cils,  refolved  alfo  to  diredl  their  fleets ;  to  which  end  he  got 
himfeif,  and  two  other  deputies,  Meflirs.  Huygens  and  Boreel^ 
appointed  to  attend  the  admiral. .  A  ftep  oppofed  by  all  his 
friends,  and  dire^ly  contrary  to  the  fentiments  of  the  French 
king,  who  was  afraid,  if  by  any  accident  he  loft  M*  de  Witte^ 
he  fliould  not  find  the  ftates  fo  tradlable  as  they  had  been  fo^ 
fome  years  paft*^. 

The  peniionary,  however,  perfifted  in  this  defign,  and  gain' 
ed  a  very  great  reputation  in  his  new  character,  even  before 

*  In  order  to  come  ac  near  the  truth  as  poflible,  I  have  eoapared  the  DdtcK 
commodore's  letter  with  one  wrote  by  the  earl  of  Arliogtoo,  fecretary  of  flate^ 
dated  from  Salilbiiry,  Aog.  ix,  i^^5«  where  the  court  then  refided  on  account 
of  (he  plagne  being  in  London.  Arlington's  letters,  vol  ii.  p«  S6,  87.  Sed 
al{b  mifcciUnea  aolica,  p.  359,  350.  .        b  Le  Clerc  hiftoire  des  pro-^ 

vinccs  aniet,  tome  iii.  p.  8a.'    Neuville  hiftoire  de  Hullande,  tome  iii.  c.  f  c- 
Lecven  Van  Tromp.  ^  Bafnage  lunales  des  provinect  unks,  tome  u 

P»fic  745. 
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flie  fleet  put  to  fea ;  and,  though  I  cannot  fay  that  this  relates 
to  £ngl](h  hiftoiy,  yet,  as  it  has  a  near  relation  to  naval  aflFairs, 
X  hope  the  reader  will  not  be  difpleafed  at  my  telling  him,  how 
de  Witte  acquired  fo  fuddenly  this  high  reputation.  When 
he  came  on  board  the  fleet  in  the  Texel,  the  pilots,  captains^ 
and  admirals,  were  unanimoufly  of  opinion,  that  they  muft  wait 
for  2^  fair  wind  in  order  to  get  out,  though  there  were  two  paf^ 
fages.  As  to  the  larger,  they  faid,  that  two  and  twenty  winds 
might  abiqlutdy  hinder  a  fleet  from  failing  through  it ;  and  that 
in  refpeA  to  the  latter,  it  was  two  fhallow  for  large  ihips  to 
pals.  M.  de  Witte,  who  was  no  feaman,  inquired  into  the 
reafon  why  fo  many  winds  (hould  keep  them  in^  and  the  next 
inoming  demonftrated  to  the  pilots  upon  their  own  principles, 
that  no  winds  blowing  from  more  than  fpur  of  thefe  points, 
could  produce  this  eRdk  \  which  experience  has  fince  fully  jufti^ 
fied.  Tet  the  wind  being  at  that  time  in  one  of  thefe  four 
points,  de  Witte  went  the  fame  day  and  examined  the  Spanifh 
paflage  with  a  lead,  and  havipg  done  this,  he  and  Mr.  Van 
Haaren,  who  accompanied  him,  undertook  with  the  next  tide, 
to  carry  out  two  of  the  largeft  fliips  in  the  fleet,  which  they 
performed  very  fafely,  and  the  reft  followed  the,  next  day  *,  and 
ever  fincc  this  has  been  called  de  Witte's  pas$age<>., 

The  point  he  had  principally  in  view  was,  to  bring  off  the 
£aft  India  fleet  from  Berghen,  which  was  a  very  difficult  thing, 
f:onfidering  the  Englifh  fleet  was  then  at  fea.  He  foxmd  means, 
•however,  to  pa&  by  them,  an4  arrived  iafely  before  J^erghen, 
where  the  Dutch  had  found  a  new  enemy  in  their  old  defender. 
The  Danifli  governor  modefily  defired  a  hundred  thoufand 
f:rown8  for  the  afliftance  he  had  givei^  them  in  the  late  affair, 
and  threatened  to  iink  them  without  ceremony,  if  they  offered 
to  ftir  out  of  the  port  before  they  had  complied  with  his  de- 
mand. The  arrival  of  the  fleet  ma^e  him  change  his  language: 
he  was  concent  they  (hould  fail  then  without  paying  the  money ; 
but  in  order  to  have  fomewhat  towards  it,  he  kept  the  cannon 
^ey  had  put  afhore^. 

d  Wicqoefbrt,  hiftoire  des  provlncet  !jnie<,  liv,  xr.    The  Dutch  term  !n  the 
inaps  was  Spaojards  Gat,  now  they  cal^  it,  Heer  de  Witte*f  diep,  <  Baf. 

nage  aiinales  des  proviocet  vnies,  vol.  i.  p.  747*  Le  Ckrc  btftoire  dei  provinces 
iinief,  tome  ^i.  lir.  ^v. 

Thus 
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Thus  far  de  Wine  was  tery  focccfsfbl  $  but  in  his  rctnrtt 
homC)  the  fleet  was  fcauered  by  a  ftorm,  in  which  were  loft 
two  fire-fhipS)  and  fome  of  the  merchant-men*  The  vict^ad- 
iniral,  and  rear*admiral  of  the  Eaft  India  fleet,  fliipi  of  very 
great  value,  with  four  men  of  war>  were  taken  by  five  Engtifh 
frigates,  which  the  fame  ftorm  had  fefyarated  from  our  fleet; 
and  foon  after,  four  of  their  men  of  war,  two  firo-fkips,  and 
thirty  merchant-men,  joined  our  fleet  Inftead  of  their  own,  and 
by  this  miftake  were  ail  taken ;  which  ended  die  operations  of 
this  yearf . 

The  French  perceiving  that  the  fcaies  were  no  longer  even, 
but  that  the  I^utch  would  certainly  be  deftroyed,  if  left  entirely 
to  themfelves ;  or,  which  they  more  apprehended,  would  be 
forced  to  make  fuch  a  peace  as  we^fliould  prefcrilie,  refolved  to 
declare  in  their  favour.  It  may  not  be  amiis,  in  order  to  (hew 
what  fort  of  an  enemy  this  court  has  always  been,  to  obferve, 
that  immediately  upon  this  declaration,  fhe  began  to  cabal  with 
our  republicans,  and  a£hiaUy  endeavoured  to  draw  general 
Ludlow  from  his  retreat,  that  (he  might  fend  him  over  to  head 
their  friends,  as  they  now  called  them,  on  this  fide  the  water. 
By  the  perfuafion  of  France,  the  king  of  Denmark,  who  had 
concurred  with  us  in  the  bufinefs  of  Berghen,  and  the  ele£):or 
of  Brandenburgh  declared  alfo  for  the  Dutch ;  but  the  former 
was  well  paid  for  it,  fince  the  dates  forgave  him  a  debt  of  fix 
millions  of  guilders,  and  undertook  to  pay  him  an  annual  fub- 
tidj  of  one  million  and  a  half  more,  fo  long  as  the  war  ihould 
laft«. 

It  quickly  appeared,  that  France,  by  taking  this  meafure,  meant 
to  malce  herfelf  at  once  a  maritime  power;  for  having  promifed 
to  aflift  the  Dutch  with  a  fleet  of  fix  and  thirty  meo  of  war, 
ihcy  were  thus  made  up.  Twelve  were  built  by  Dutch  car- 
penters, in  the  Dutch  docks}  twelve  more  were  made  out  <^ 

f  Coke**  dtfeAiofi,  vol.  M.  p.  ^S.  Am»ls  of  the  mirrerre,  p.  tip.  Oef« 
BricaoDoran,  p.  six.  Letcret,  memoirefy  &c,  cju  comtt  d'EfbvdcF,  tome  li. 
p.  364.     Milcelltnea  aulica,  p.  3^1.  f  Philtpt's  conttnoatioo  of 

Heacfc*!  chronicle,  p.  ^9.  Skianer's  continaation  of  Bates,  p.  S5,  S6.  An- 
iiala  of  the  tmiverfe,  p.  i4p.  Meinoirei  da  comte  d'Eftrades,  tome  U,  p.  3x8, 
.501,  SIS*  tome  ill.  p«  »9i  30,  53,  ^4,  Lord  Arlingtoo^t  letters,  yoL  i.  p.  58, 
S9, 

large 
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large  Iiidiaiiieb»  furchaied  in  the  fame  countrf^  and  the  other 
twelve  were  either  Wilt  o^  bought  in  the  ports  of  Denmark. 
Befides  this^  the  French  imlQiftel^y  the  count  d'Eftrades,  infifted 
upon  the  delivering  i^p  two  Eaft  India  Ihipsy  oJF  which  the  Dutch 
h^  made  prizes,  and  wrefted.from  them  many  other  concef- 
jSons}  to  parchafe  hi^  mafter's  declaration  in  their  £ivour,  agree- 
able to  his  fecret  treisity  in  axiho  1662^  which  was  the  genuine 
fource  ef  this  war^  and  a  long  tirain  of  miferies  with  which  this 
ftate  Wad  affli£led  K 

When  all  this  was  dbne^  the  French  were  for  fctting  on 
foot  a  negociation ;  but  king  Charles  being  then  in  the  true  in- 
tereft  of  his  fubjefts^  was  (at  leaft  to  them)  very  deaf  on  that 
ear.  He  iaid^  the  Dutch  had  injured  England  to  the  amount 
of  two  millions  ^  and  if  they  thought  fit  to  pay  fo  much  mo- 
bey,  he  was  willing  to  grant  them  a  peace  without  any  media- 
tion at  alL  Nay,  the  king  carried  it  ftill  higher ;  for  he  de« 
clared^  in  cafe  he  knade  fuch  a  peace  with  the  Dutch,  their  al- 
lies fhould  be  left  out  of  it  j  which,  confidering  the  ftrength  of 
the  confederacy^  and  that  the  plague  then  raged  in  England, 
feems  to  prove  that  this  prince  did  not  want  fpirit  enough, 
when  his  own  good  fenfe  told  him  he  was  engaged  in  a  right 
caufe;  for,  ^t  that  time,  we  had  not  a  fingle  ally,  but  the 
martial  and  mercenary  bifliop  of  Munfter,  who,  though  he  gave 
the  Dutch  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  yet  did  it  entirely  at  our  ex- 
pence  U 

The  next  year  opened  a  new  icene }  the  king  recalled  his 
ambaflador,  lord  Holies,  firom  the  French  court,  and  fcnt  the 
earl  of  Sandwich  in  that  quality  to  Spain :  two  of  the  wifeft 
ileps  in  his  whole  reign ;  for,  by  the  firft,  he  broke  entirely 
(for  this  time  at  leaft)  with  that  perfidious  court;  and,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  fccond,  he  concluded  the  moft  beneficial  treaty 

b  Lettret  d*£Ora<let,  tome  li.  Bafnage,  tome  i.  p.  770,  771.  Le  Clerr, 
Come  ni.  p.  101.  where  it  Appeuf  the  French  meditated  the  fnrprife  of  two  of 
the  fcTen  provincec  by  the  troops  Paid  to  march  for  their  aiCftance.  1  Phi« 

lipft'scohtinuaifon  of  HcathU  chronicle,  p.  544.  Gefla  Britannorum,  p.  5x1. 
Lord  Arlington's  letters,  ▼ol.  i.  p.  x,  341  35»  3^,  8x.  Echard's  hiflory  of  £og- 
landy  p.  8x8.  Lettres,  memoires,  &c,  du  comte  d*£fYradct,  tome  ii.  p.  390, 
406 1  408,  415.  JLctters  of  Sir  William  Temple,  iii  his  works,  vol.  ii. 
P'4. 
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of  commerce,  that  was  ever  made  for  this  nation  *.  As  to  na- 
val  aifairs  it  was  refolycd,  that  the  fleet  (hould  be  commandec 
by  prince  Rupert,  and  the  duke  of  Albemarle;  the  former  to 
look  after  the  French,  who  began  to  talk  very  high,  and  the 
latter  to  aA  agatnft  the  Dutch  K 

Before  we  fpeak  of  the  confequences  of  thefe  capital  under- 
takings, it  may  not  be  amifs  to  take  fome  notice  of  an  incident 
which  happened  at  Lifbon,  becaufe  it  fhews  the  gallant  (ptrit  of 
that  age.  Tliere  were  in  that  port  a  conGderabld  number  of 
Englifli  merchant-men,  which  were  to  come  home  under  the 
convoy  of  the  Guinea  frigate.  A  large  French  man  of  war 
was  alfo  there,  and  the  captain  daily  boafted  to  the  Portuguefe 
what  he  would  do  whenever  the  Englifh  frigate  put  to  fea. 
This  coming  to  the  ears  of  captain  Coite,  who  commanded 
her,  he  fent  the  Frenchman  word  he  would  fail  the  next  morn- 
ing, which  he  performed  accordingly ;  but  having  hovered  on 
the  coaft 'three  days,  in  expeAation  of  being  chaced,  he  return- 
ed into  port,  carried  out  his  fleet  of  merchant^men,  and  brought 
them  fafe  into  the  river  Thames,  the  Frenchman  continuing  all 
the  while  quiet  in  the  harbour  of  Lifbon  ". 

Prince  Rupert,  and  the  duke  of  Albemarle,  went  on  board 
the  fleet  on  the  23d  of  April,  1666,  and  failed  with  it  in  the 
beginning  of  May.  Towards  the  latter  end  of  that  month,  the 
court  was  informed,  that  the  French  fleet,  under  the  command 
of  the  duke  of  Beaufort,  were  coming  out  to  the  afiiftance  of 
the  Dutch.  But  this  rumour  of  their  joining  the  Dutch,  was 
fpread  by  the  court  of  France,  in  order  to  deceive  us,  and  di- 
flrefs  the  Dutch ;  themfelves  in  reality  having  no  fuch  intention. 
Upon  the  receiving  this  news,  the  court  fent  pofitive  orders  to 
prince  Rupert  to  fail  with  the  white  fquadron  to  look  ont  and 
fight  the  French ;  which  command  that  brave  prince  obeyed, 
but  found  it,  what  many  wife  people  before  thought  it,  a  mere 

k  Philips*!  conti«QBtion  of  HeathU  chronicle,  p.  S4S»  Annais  of  the  nni* 
vcrfe,  p.  137,  139.  Lord  Arlington's  letters,  vol.  i.  page  62,  tfj,  75.  Vol. 
ii.  page  178.  Lcttres,  memoires  du  comte  d^EUrades,  tome  iii.  p.  ajx.  Corps 
oniverfal  diplomatique  du  droit  de  gens,  tome  Tii.  part  I.  p.  17*  '  Gum* 

hle*s  life  of  general  Monk,  p.  414.     The  hiflortan*s  guide,  p.  57.     Guke*s  dr- 
tcAion,  vol- ii>  p.  3^.  ^  Philips*^  coDtinuaiivn  of  Hcath*<  chronicle, 

p.  Sfo. 

gafconade, 
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galconadci  intended  to  hurt  us,  and  to  raife  the  courage  of  their 
new  allies,  i||i  order  to  bring  them  into  fttU  greater  dangers  °. 

At  the  fame  time  prince  Rupert  failed  from  the  Downs»  the 
Dutch  with  their  whole  force  put  to  fea,  the  wind  at  north-ea(ly 
and  having  a  freih  gale.  Tiiis  brought  the  Dutch  fl^et  on  the 
coafts  of  Dunkirk,  and  carried  away  his  highnefs  towards  the  IHe 
of  Wight }  but  the  wind  fuddcnly  fhifting  to  the  fouthf-wejft,  and 
blowing  hard,  brought  both  the  Dutch  and  the  duke  of  Albc^ 
marie  with  his  two  fquadrons  to  an  anchor.  Captain  Bacon  in 
the  BriAol  firft  difcqvcred  tl^e, enemy,  and,  by  firing  his  guns, 
gave  notice  of  it  to  the  £ngli(h  fleet.  Upon  this  a  council  of 
war  was  called,  wherein^  without  much  debate,  it  was  refolved 
to  fight  the  enemy,  notwithllanding  their  great  fuperiority  ^ 

After.the  departure  of  pripce  Rupert,  the  duke  of  Albemarle 
had  with  him  only  fixty  fail;  whereas  the  Dutch  fleet  confifted 
of  ninety-one  men  of  war,  parrying  four  thpufand  feven  hun- 
dred and  fixteen  guns,  and  twenty-two  thoufand  four  hundred 
and  fixty-two  men.  It  was  thi?  firft  of  June  when  they  were 
diicerned,  and  the  duke  ^was  fo  warm  for  engaging,  that  he  at? 
tacked  the  enemy  before  they  had  time  to  weigh  anchor ;  and, 
as  de  Ruyter  himfelf  fays  in  his  letter,  they  were  obliged  to  cut 
their  cables ;  jmd  in  the  fame  letter  he  alio  owi\$,  that,  to  the 
laft,  the  Englilh  were  the  aggrefibrs,  notwithftanding  their  in- 
feriority and  other  difadvantages.  The  Engliih  fleet  had  the 
weather^gage,  but  the  wind  botved  their  (hips  fo  much,  that 
they  could  not  ufe  their  loweil  tier.  Sir  William  Berkley's  fqua- 
dron  led  the  van.  The  duke  of  Albemarle,  when  he  came  on 
the  coaft  of  Dunkirk,  to  avoid  running  full  on  a  fand,  made  a 
fudden  tack,  and  this  brought  his  top-maft  by  the. board,  which 
compelled  him  to  lie  by  four  or  fire  hours,  till  another  could  be 


n  Skinnrr*s  continostion  of  Bates,  part  iu.  p.  S6.  Biihop  Parker'f  hiftory  of 
hit  own  time,  p.  xoi.  Gumble*$  life  of  general  Monk,  p.  4x7.  Lord  Arlington's 
letters,  vol.  ii.  p.  175.  178,  iSo,  188,  194-  Coke's  detcAioo,  vci.  ii.  p.  39. 
Lettres,  mem.  de  comte  d*£(krades,  come  iti.  p.  78,  113,  1x9,  13;.  o  Guq  • 
ble's  life  of  genera]  Monk,  p.  419.  Coke's  detc^ion,  vol.  ii,  p.  39.  Bafnage 
annales  dei  provincef  onies,  tome  i.  p.  771.  Le  Clerc  hidoiredes  provinces  anief, 
torn.  iii.  liv.  14.  Neuville  hiftotre  de  Hollande,  torn.  iii.  chap.  13.  Leevens  der 
Zeeheidoa  tveede  decl,  p.  207.    Sir  John  Harman's  acconiit  of  this  engagement. 
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fet  pp.  The  Uue  fquadron  knowing  nothing  of  this,  (ailed  on, 
charging  through  the  Dutch  fleet,  tbqugh  they  were  five  to  ooe^. 
In  this  engagement  fell  the  brave  Sir  William  Berkley,  and 
his  (liip,  the;  Sv^iftfuce,  a  fecond  rate,  niras  taken ;  (b  was  the 
£flex,  a  third  rate ;  and  Sir  John  Harmiuii  in  the  Henry,  had 
the  whole  Zealand  fquadron  to  desd  ^ith.  His  (hip  being  dif- 
abled,  the  Dutcl^  admiral  Cornelius  Eyertz,  called  to  Sir  John, 
apd  offered  him  ciuarter,  whq  anfwered,  **  No,  Sir!  it  is  not 
<<  coqre  to  that  yet;^  and  impaediately  difdiarged  a  broadfidc, 
by  wbicti  £vertz  was  killed,  and  feyeral  of  his  fhips  damaged } 
which  fo  difcouraged  their  captains,  that  they  quitted  the  Henry, 
and  fent  three  fire-fhips  to  bum  her.  The  firft  grappled  on  her 
itarboard  quarters,  and  there  began  to  raife  fo  thick  a  fmokcj^ 
^at  it  was  impoffible  tp  perceive  where  the  irons  were  fixed. 
At  laft,  when  the  fliip  began  to  blaze,  thb  boatfwain  of  the 
Henry  threw  himjelfqn  boaprd,  and  haying,  by  its  own  light, 
diicoyered  and  removed  the  grappling  irons,  in  the  fame  inftant 
jumped  back  on  board  his  own  (hip.  (le  had  fcarce  done  this, 
before  another  fire-  fhip  was  filed  on  the  larboard,  >vihich  did 
its  bufincfs  fo  elTeAualiy,  that  the  fails  being  quickly  on  fire, 
frighted  the  chaplain  and  fifty  men  overboard.  Upon  this,  Sic 
John  drew  his  fword,  and  threatened  to  kill  any  ma|i  who 
Ihould  attempt  to  provide  for  bis  own  fafety  by  leaving  the  fliip. 
This  obliged  then)  to  endeavour  to  put  out  the  fire,  which  in  a 
(hort  time  they  did }  but  the  cordage  being  burnt,  the  crois- 
beam  fell  and  broke  Sir  JohnU  leg,  at  which  inftant  the  third 
fire-Oiip  b^e  down }  but  four  pieces  of  cannon  loaded  with 
chain^fhot  difabled  her;  fo  that,  after  all.  Sir  John  brought  his 
ihip  into  Harwich,  where  he  repaired  her  as  well  as  he  could, 
and,  notwithftanding  his  broken  leg,  put  to  fea  again  to  feek 
the  Dutch.  The  battle  ended  on  the  firft  day  about  ten  in  the 
evening  ^. 

« 

P  Philipi^s  contUii^tk>n  of  Heath's  chronicle,  p.  550.  BUhop  lparker*i  biftor^ 
of  hit  own  timei,  p.  101.  Skinner's  conlSnnatioii  of  Bates,  p.  87.  Annali  of  the 
univerfc,  p.  x  39.  Bdfnage  annales  des  provinces  untes,  tome  i.  p.  773.  Ia  vie 
de  Ruyter,  p.  290.  <l  Thefe  circumftances  are  taken  from  Sir  John  Har- 

man*s  relation,  who  blames  the  duke's  eagemefs  for  fightin||,  and  mentions  his 
own  affairs  only  to  (hew,  how  hard  the  EngliO)  were  put  to  it.  As  to  the  mattcri 
ot  {^Gl  io  this  «iCcount,  they  arc  confixOkcd  by  ail  the  Dutch  authors. 
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The  following  night  was  fpcnt  in  repairing  the  damage  fvxSarr 
pd  on  both  fides,  and  next  morning  the  attack  was  renewed  by 
the  Englifl)  with  frefli  vigonr.  Admiral  Van  Tromp,  with  vicc- 
aulmiral  Vander  Htilft,  bebg  on  board  one  (hip^  raflily  engaged 
ji  among  the  Engliih^  and  their  vefiel  was  in  the  utmpft  danger 
of  being  either  taken  or  burnt*  The  Dutch  affairs,  according 
to  'their  own  account,  were  now  in  a  defperate  condition  \  but 
admiral  de  Ruyter  at  laft  difengaged  them,  though  not  till  his 
fliip  was  difabled,  and  vice-admiral  Vander  Hulft  killed.  This 
only  'changed  the  fcene ;  for  de  Rujter  was  now  as  hard  preiled 
as  Tromp  had  been  before.  However,  a  reinforcement  arriving 
preferved  htm  alfo  i  and  fo  the  fecond  day's  fight  ended  earlier 
than  the  firft'. 

The  third  day,  the  duke  of  Albemarle,  found  it  neceflbty  to 
iretreat ;  and  he  performed  it  with  wonderfol  courage  and  conr 
duA.  He  firft  burnt  three  Ihips  that  were  abfoiutely  difabled  3 
he  next  caufed  fuch  as  were  moft  torn  to  fail  before ;  and,  with 
twenty-eight  men  of  war  that  were  in  a  pretty  good  condition, 
tarought  up  the  rear*.  Sir  John  Harman,  indeed,  fays  he  had 
but  fixteen  fliips  that  were  able  to  fight  ^  Yet,  in  the  evening, 
)us  grace,  difcovering  the  white  fquadron  coming  to  his  aflidance, 
refolved  to  engage  the  enemy  again.  In  joining  prince  Rupert, 
a  very  unlucky  accident  happened ;  for  Sir*  George  Ayfcue,  who 
was  on  board  the  Royal  Prince,  the  largeft  and  heavieft  fliip 
in  the  whole  fleet,  ran  upon  the  Galloper  \  and  being  there  in 
danger  of  burning,  and  out  of  all  hopes  of  relief,  was  forced 
to  furrender  ^  and  night  then  falling,  ended  this  day's  engage- 
ment % 
• 

'  Skinner's  life  of  geoeral  Mook,  p.  34».  Kennet*s  compile  hiOory  of  Eng- 
land, vol.  hi.  p.  a9i.  £chard*s  hiflory  of  England,  p.  830.  I.e  Clcrc  hilloirc 
del  provii.ces  nnies,  tome  iti.  liv.  14.  Lcctrer,  memoirei  du  comce  d'Eftrades. 
tome  iii.  p.  i6h.  Memoircf  da  comte  de  Quiche,  p.  xjs»  Neuville  hi(l.  de  Hol- 
laode,  tome  iii.  p.  175.  1  See  an  eitra^  from  the  journal  book  of  a  prin* 

cipal  flag-officer  in  thh  baUle,  in  Gumble'i  life  of  general  Monk,  p.  430.  Skio« 
net's  contiooatjon  of  Bates,  p.  89.  Philips's  continoatiori  of  Hcath^i  chronicle^ 
P«  5S'*  '  1b  his  narration,  an  cxtraA  of  which  tnzj  be  found  in  Kennet, 

woU  Hi.  p.  481.  u  Parker's  hiHory  of  his  own  time,  p.  toz.    Skinner's  lif« 

of  general  Monk,  p.  345.  Coke's  dete^ion,  vol.  ii.  p.  41.  Bafnage  annates  des 
provtooet  nnies,  come  t.  p.  77^.  Lettrts,  nifjnoires  da  comtc  d'ivlhadss,  tome 
Iii.  p«  169. 
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On  the  4th  of  June,  the  Dutch,  who  were  ftill  confiderably 
Aronger  than  the  £ngli(h,  were  altnoft  out  of  fight;  but  the 
duke  of  Albemarle,  having  prevailed  on  the  prince  to  follow 
them,  about  eight  in  the  morning  they  engaged  again,  and  the 
Englifh  fleet  charged  five  times  through  the  Dutch ;  till  prince 
Rupert's  (hip  being  difabled,  and  that  of  the  duke  of  Albemarle 
very  roughly  handled,  about  feyen  in  the  evening  the  fleets  (epa- 
rated,  each  fide  being  willing  enough  to  retire.  In  this  day's 
engagement  fell  that  gallant  admiral  Sir  Chriflopher  Miiines^ 
who,  having  a  (liot  in  the  neck,  remained  upon  deck,  and  gave 
orders,  keeping  the  blood  from  flowing,  with  his  fingers,  above 
an  hour,  till  another  (hot  pierced  his  throat,  and  put  an  end  to 
his  pain  ^. 

'  Tlijjs^was  the  moft  terrible  battle  fought  in  this,  or  perhaps 
in  any  other  war,  as  the  Dutch  admirala  themfelves  fay  ;•  and 
the  penfioncr  de  Witte,  who  was  no  flatterer  of  our  nation,  yet 
too  quick  a  man  not  to  difcern,  ^nd  of  too  great  a  fpirit  to  con* 
ceal  the  truth,  faid  roundly  upon  this  occafion,  <<  If  the  Englifli 
«  were  beat,  their  defeat  did  them  more  honour  than  all  their 
<«  former  vidlories;  their  own  fleet  could  never  have  been 
«<  brought  on  after  the  firfl  day's  fight,  and  he  believed  none 
**  but  theirs  could ;  and  all  the  Dutch  had  difcovered  was,  that 
<<  Engliflimen  might  be  killed,  and  Engliih  fliips  burnt ;  but 
«  that  the  Englifli  courage  was  invincible  *•"  Of  this  panegyric 
it  is  hard  to  determine,  whether  it  does  more  honour  to  him 
who  made  it,  or  to  the  Englifli  nation. 

After  all,  it  is  by  no  means  eafy  to  fay  who  were  viflors  upon 
the  whole,  or  what  was  the  lofs  of  the  vanquiflied.  Some 
Dutch  writers  talk  of  thirty-five  fliips,  and  between  five  and  fix 
thoufand  men  loft  by  the  Englifli ;  which  is  more  than  half  their 
fleet,  and  very  little  lefs  than  all  their  feamen.  Their  bcft  hif- 
torians,  however,  compute  our  lofs  at  fixteen  men  %^f  war,  of 
which  ten  were  funk,  and  fix  taken.  Our  writers  fay,  the  Dutch 
loft  fifteen  men  of  war,  twenty-one  captains,  and  five  thoufand 

^  Philips's  continuation  of  Hwth's  chronicle,  p.  551.  Echard's  h\(\otf  of 
England,  p.  830.  A  true  narrative  of  the  engagement  between  his  majefly'i  fleet 
and  that  of  Holland,  begun  June  i,  t666,  at  two  o'dock  in  the  afternoon,  and 
coniinuing  till  the  4th  at  ten  o*«lock  at  night*  Publiffaed  by  command.  Ldndon, 
prit'tcd  by  Thonnas  Ncwcoir.b,  i666f  fol.  ^  Wicqocfurt  hiQ. dcs provinces 

iii»ic«,  liv.  XV, 

men: 
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men :  thcmfelves  own  the  lofs  of  nine  fhips^  and  that  there  was 
a  moft  prodigious  Slaughter  of  their  Teamen  '. 

The  duke  of  Albemarle  was  much  blamed  for  his  raihuefs  ^, 
and  great  contempt  of  the  Dutch.  It  feems  he  was  of  the  fame 
fentiment  with  Blake^  and  thought  that  fighting  was^  almoft  on 
any  terms,  preferable  to  running  away,  in  a  nation  who  pretend 
to  the  dominion  of  the  fea ;  and  whoever  fhall  coniider  the  re- 
putation we  ftill  retain  from  the  glorious  fpirit  of  thefe  intrepid 
men,  will  fcarce  think  it  reafonable  to  hazard  his  own  charaAer 
by  attacking  theirs.  It  is  enough  that  we  live  in  cooler  times, 
when  men  may  be  confidered  as  heroes  upon  moderate  terms : 
let  us,  therefore,  content  ourfelves  with  juftifying  our  own  con- 
duct, without  cenfuring  that  of  others,  while,  in  the  fame  breath, 
we  confefs  that  it  is  no  eafy  thing  to  imitate  it. 

The  Dutch  had  once  more  the  credit  of  appearing  at  fea  be- 
fore theEnglifh,  their  fhips  having  in  thefe  engagements  fuffered 
lefs.  They  firft  affe£led  to  brave  us  on  our  own  coafts,  and 
next  to  go  in  fearch  of  their  French  allies,  who  certainly  never 
meant  to  afford  them  any  real  affiilance.  It  was  not  long  before 
the  Englifh  appeared*  The  fleet  confided  of  eighty  men  of  war, 
great  and  fmall,  and  nineteen  fire-fliips,  divided  into  three  fqua- 
drons :  the  red  under  prince  Rupert  and  the  duke  of  Albemarle, 
who  were  on  board  the  fame  (hip,  Sir  Jofcph  Jordan  their  vice, 
and  Sir  Robert  Holmes  their  rear-admiral.  Sir  Thomas  Allen 
was  admiral  of  the  white,  and  had  under  him  Sir  Thomas  Tyd- 

7  Bafoage  innalcs  dec  provinces  aniei,  t^m.  i.  p.  778,  779.  Le  Clerc  hif^.  dci 
provinces  onies,  torn.  iit.  liv.  14.  Neuville  hift.  de  Huttande,  lom,  iii.  ch.  i ;. 
See  de  Ruyter*»  letters  to  the  (Vates,  the  Dufch,  French,  and  fingiiHi  accounts 
of  this  battle,  and  Sir  George  AyTcue's  letter  to  the  king,  dated  from  the  caHle 
of  Lovcflcin,  June  ao,  i666,  in  la  vie  do  Ruytcr,  p.  290^.350.  The  count 
d*Eflrades,  in  his  letter  to  the  king  of  the  17th  of  June,  fays,  the  Dutch  took 
eleven  large  (hips,  and  burned  or  funk  ten;  that  the  white  fquadron  was  locally 
deflruyed.  Sir  George  Ayfcue  trade  prifoner,  and  his  (hip  burned  ;  that  the  vice- 
admiral,  commanded  by  Btrrklry  governor  of  Portfmouth,  of  fcvcnry  guns, 
was  brought  into  the  Maefc,  wirh  five  others  of  the  like  force  ;  that  three  thou- 
fand  men  periflieJ,  and  as  many  made  prifoners.  In  his  Iciter  of  July  i.  he  fays, 
Dc  Witte  told  the  ftatcs,  that  the  En^lilh  had  loft  twenty- f>iir  fhips,  and  nine  or 
ten  thoufand  men»  and  that  eighteen  ftips  were  fo  difabicd,  that  they  would  not 
Le  6t  for  fcrvice  in  a  long  time. '  Sec  his  letter  alfo  cf  the  eighth  of  the  fume 
month.  «  Coke's  dcteftjon,  vyf.  ii.  p.  41.  Gamble's  life  of  Monk,  p.  432. 
435.    iikicntr's  izfe  of  Monk,  p.  3$** 

diman^ 
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diman,  and  rear-admkul  Utburt.  Sir  Jeremiah  Smith  catricd 
the  blue  flag»  and  his  bfficers  were  Sir  Edward  Spragge  and  rear- 
admiral  Kemptborne*.  The  Dutch»  according  to  their  own  ac« 
counts,  had  eighty-eight  men  of  war^  and  twenty  fire- (hips,  di« 
Tided  alfo  into  three  fquadrons,  under  lieutenaiit-^ldiniral  de 
Ruyter,  John  Evertz,  (brother  to  the  admiral  who  was  killed  in 
the  former  engagement),  and  t^an  Tromp^* 

On  the  25th  of  June,  about  noon^  the  Englifli  came  up  with 
the  enemy  off  the  north  foreland.  Sir  Thomas  Allen  with  the 
white  fquadron  began  the  battle  by  attacking  Everts,  Pirince 
Rupert  and  the  duke»  about  one  in  the  afternoon,  made  a  dcfpe* 
rate  attack  upon  de  Ruyter,  whofe  fquadron  was  in  the  centre 
of  the  Dutch  fleet,  and^  after  fighting  about  three  hours,  were 
obliged  to  go  on  board  another  (hip.  In  this  fpace  the  white 
fquadron  had  intirely  defeated  their  enemies,  admiral  Johii 
Evertz,  his  vice-admiral  de  Vries,  and  his  rear^idmiral  Koen- 
ders,  being  all  killed,  the  vice-admiral  of  Zealand  taken,  and  an« 
Other  (hip  of  fifty  guns  burnn  The  prince  and  duke  fought  de 
Ruyter  (hip  to  (hip,  difabled  the  Guelderland  of  fixty-flx  ^uns^ 
which  was  one  of  his  feconds,  killed  the  captain  of  another,  and 
iDortaliy  wounded  two  more }  upon  which  the  Dutch  fquadron 
began  to  fly^.  However,  vice-admiral  Van  Nes  ftood  bravelj 
by  de  Ruyter,  and  his  (hip  received  great  damage:  yet,  being 
dt  laft  deferted  by  all  but  feven  (hips,  they  yielded  t6  neceifityi 
and  followed  the  reft  of  their  fleet  as  faft  as  they  could. 

Admiral  de  Ruyter's  (hip  was  To  miferably  torn^  and  his  crew 
fo  difpirited  and  fiitigued,  that  he  could  have  made  but  little  re- 
fiftance,  and  nothing  but  the  want  of  wind  hindered  the  Engliih 
from  boarding  him.  As  for  admiral  Van  Tromp,  he  was  enga- 

ft 

<  Philips's  cofitinaaHon  of  Hetth*<  chrootelcy  p.  r|z«  Skinner**  continiution 
^r  Bates,  p>  91.  AnnaU  of  the  unifcrfe,  p.  140.  Coke's  decedtioo,  vol.  ii.  p.  41* 
lord  Ailingcon*s  letters^  ▼ol.  i.  p.  87,  88.  vol.  ii.  p.  181.  ^  Brandc  Lee- 

Yen  van  de  Ruyter»  p.  50^.  Bafnage  annates  des  provinces  unies,  tome  i.  p.  761. 
Le  Cierc  hift.  det  protiooet  aoies,  tone  UK  IW.  14*  KeuvUle  hiA,  de  Ilollande, 
tome  Hi.  ch.  13.  Lettrei,  meoioires  da  comte  d*£ftrades,  tome  Hi.  p.  189,  x97> 
La  vie  de  Ruyter,  p.  358.  ^  Philips*s  cootionation  of  Baker's  chronicle, 

p.  754.  Gamble's  life  of  General  Monk,  p.  439.  Skinner's  continuation  of  Bates, 
p.  9*'  Lord  Arlington's  letters,  vol.  ii.  p.  i8i«  Kennet's  htflory  of  England, 
vol.  iii.  p.  aSx.  JBohard's  hlAory  of  England,  p.  831,  and  other  biftorians. 
MifctUanea  aulica,  p.  4x2. 
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jc3  with  Sir  Jeremiah  Smithy  and  the  blue  fquadron  at  a  dtftance, 
and  fo  could  not  affift  his  friends*  As  bis  was  the  ftrongeft 
fipiadrott  of  the  Dutch  fleet,  ind  Smith's  the  weakcft  of  die 
•Englifli,  we  had  no  great  advantage  on  that  fide  5  yet  fomc  wc 
4iad^  his  vice-admiraPs  fliip  being  difabled,  and  his  rear-admirsd 
killed ;  which,  however,  did  not  hinder  his  fighting  it  out  with 
much  bravery  as  long  as  there  was  any  light^. 

Admiral  de  Ruyter  continued  his  retreat  that  night,  and  the 
ticxt  day  prince  Rupert  and  the  duke  of  Albemarle  purfued  him, 
^ith  part  of  the  red  fquadron,  with  as  much  vigour  as  the  win4 
would  permit.  A  fire-flnp  bore  down  upon  the  Dutch  admiral, 
sind  mified  very  little  of  fetting  him  on  fire.  They  then  cannon» 
aded  again,  when  de  Rttyter  found  him£elf  ib  hard  prefled,  and 
his  fleet  in  fuch  imminent  danger,  that  in  a  fit  -of  defpair  he  cried 
out,  ^  My  God,  what  a  wretch  am  I !  amongft  fo  many  thou» 
«•  fand  bullets  is  not  there  one  to  put  me  out  of  my  pain  ?'*  By 
degrees,  however,  he  drew  near  their  own  (hallow  coaft,  where 
the  Engliih  could  not  follow  him.  Upon  this  occa'fion  prince 
Rupert  infulted  the  Dutch  admirsil,  by  fending  a  little  fliallop 
called  the  Fanfan,  with  two  fmaM  guns  on  board,  which,  being 
by  force  of  oars  brought  near  de  Ruytcr's  veflcl,  fired  upon  him 
for  two  hours  together;  but  at  lad  a  ball  from  the  Dutch  admi* 
ral  fo  damaged  this  conten»ptibIe  enemy,  that  the  crew  were 
forced  to  row,  and  that  brifkly^  to  fave  their  lives.  The  enem7 
being  driven  over  the  flats  into  the  wielings,  the  £nglilh  went  to 
ly  at  Schonevelt,  the  ufual  rendezvous  of  the  Dutch  fleets  ^. 

This  was  the  cleareii  viftory  gained  -during  the  whole  war: 
the  Dutch  were  miferably  beaten,  and  their  two  great  admirals 
-de  Ruyter  and  Tromp  had  nothing  to  do  but.  to  lay  the  blame  on 
each  other,  which  they  did  with  all  the  aggravating  circumftanccs 
they  could  devife  ^ .    In  this  battle  the  Dutch  loH  twenty  fhips  % 

Sour 

d  Bafnaj^  annalet  deft  provinces  uores,  tome  i.  p.  780.  Le  Clerc  hill,  des  pro* 
•ynnctt  oniet,  come  iit.  liv.  14.  Keonlle  biftore  de  HoUande,  tome  lii.  chap.  14. 
La  vie  de  Rn^ter,  p,  3(1.  Lettrcf)  memoiret  du  comce  d'£flrades,  tome  tif. 
p.  33ff.    MeiDoircs  dn  comte  de  Guiche,  liv.  ii  p.  176.  *  Bafnaje  anniles 

<Ies  provinces  onies,  vol.  i.  p.  783.  Le  Clerc  hid,  dei  provinces  onicf,  tome  iii. 
Uv«  14.  Kcavillehifl.  de  Hollandc,  torn.  iii.  chap.  14.  La  vie  de  Rnytcr,  p.  368, 
269*    Skinner*»  lire  of  general  Monky  p.  3 sp.  f  Bafnage  and  the  ocher 

Patcli  hiOortana  fpeak  largelf  of  this  quarrel.    See  Tromp'f  lertcr  to  the  ftates* 

¥•1-  II*  4*  general. 


114  NAVAL    HISTORY 

four  admirals  killed^  and  a  great  many  captains  :  as  to  pri\rat^ 
men,  there  might  be  about  4000  flaip,  and  3000  wounded.  The 
Englifli  had  only  the  Refolution  burnt,  three  cap(ains  killedi  anc^ 
9bout  300  pr^yate  men. 

Upon  this  occaiion  it  appeared,  of  how  little  ferrtce  it  is  to^ 
fpread  falfe  Rumours  amongft  the  populace.  The  Dutch  people 
bad  been  aflurcd,  that  the  laft  battle  had  intirelj  ruined  the  na^ 
ral  ftrengtl^  of  England,  and  that  their  fleet,  whep  it  failed  out, 
was^  gone  to  deftroy  the  coafting  trade,  and  to  infult  the  fea-; 
ports  of  our  iflaiid.  When,  therefore,  in  the  fpace  o£  fix  weeks,, 
they  faw  the  revcrfe  of  this,  their  own  countrymen  flying,  the 
£ngli(h  nayy  ftationed  on  their  fliore,  and  their  whole  commerce 
at  a  ftandf  their  fury  is  not  to  be  ezprefled.  They  reproached 
their  governors  not  only  i?ith  want  of  courage  and  fortune,  but 
alfo  with  being  deficient  in  point  of  probity,  and  with  endeavour^ 
ing  to  imppfe  on  a  nation  they  cpuld  not  prote£L  Their  rage, 
furious  as  it  was,  received  no  fmall  inc^eafe  from  a  new  misfbr* 
tune,  heavier  in  itfelf,  and  more  fliameful  in  its  nature,  than  any 
they  had  ever  fuftained ;  yet  whether  fo  honourable  to  the  Eng- 
lifli as  {bmchave  reprefented  it,  I  will  not  take  upon  me  to  de« 
termine,  but  leave  it  to  the  decifion  of  the  candid  reader,  whea 
he  fliall  haye  read  the  be^  account  oi  the  matter  I  am  able  tq 
give  %. 

On  the  29th  of  July  the  Engliih  fleet  weigl^ed  anchor,  an4 
fteered  their  CQurfe  for  the  XJlic ;  but  the  wind  being  9ontrary3^ 
they  did  not  make  the  ifland  till  the  7th  of  Auguft.  Being  then 
^ome  xp  ancl^o.r,  popce  Rupert  z^d  the  duke  pf  Albemarle  re* 

general,  (Uted  Angnft  ij»  K^tf»  in  U  vie  de  Raster,  p.  3?;^.  See  the  letter  of 
tKe  count  d*^rades  to  the  king,  dated  Atiguft  ix,  i666^  in  Jlettres,  roemoires  do 
comte  d'£ft fades,  tome  Hi.  p.  345.  Memoires  du  comte  dc  Guicbe,  liv.  ii.  p.  X78« 
S  The  putch  cpiniAers,  who  in  thofe  times  preached  as  if  they  bad  (he  rolk 
oi[  4^(tiny  iying  open  before  them,  afl^rmed  the  fire  of  London,  which  happened 
^he  September  foU^owing,  to  be  a  j^odgment  from  heaven  for  this  action.  Some 
of  our  own  writei;s  are  very  angry  with  it,  and  with  Sir  Robett  Holmes  for  pet'- 
forming  it :  but  this  is  quite  abfnrd,  fince  he  a^lcd  in  confequence  of  the  refolu- 
lion  of  a  council  of  war,  and  is  therefore  commendable  in  this  refpe^,  whatever 
may  be  thought  of  his  orders,  or  his  condu^  in  otl^er  things.  P^itips*s  continu* 
ation  of  Heath's  chronicle,  p.  553.  Skinner's  contionatipn  of  Bates,  p.  93. 
Coke's  dete^on^  vol.  ii.  p.  41.  Gnmble*s  life  of  Monk,  p.  441-  Annals  of  the 
univerie,  p.  14%.     Kennet,  vol.  iii.     Oldmixoa's  hlftory  of  the  Stuarts,  vol.  u 

?.  5x8.    £chafd*s  hiflory  of  England,  p.  831.     Burchet's  naval  hiftory,  p,  400. 

'   ceixed; 
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fceived  intelligence,  that,  notwithftanding  there  were  very  rich 
magazines  on  the  iflands,  and  a  large  fleet  of  merchantmen  lying 
t)etween  them,  yet  Ulie  and  Schelling  -were  very  indifferently 
guarded;  upon  which  it  was  refoived  to  attack  them  without 
delay  \ 

Upon  this^  a  council  6f  flag-oiScers  was  called,  iii  order  to 
inake  the  itecefTary  difpoiitions  for  this  great  attempt.  There  it 
Ipras  refoived^  that  300  men  (hould  be  drawn  out  of  each  fqua- 
dron,  two  thirds  land  and  one  third  fea  men,  under  nine  cap- 
tains,  and  the  whole  to  be  executed  under  the  diredHon  of  Sir 
Robert  Holmes,  rear-admiral  of  the  red,  with  whom  went  Si^ 
'William  Jennings,  wha,  in  cafe  it  was  found  expedient  to  attack 
hoiii  iflands  at  the  fame  time,  was  to  command  one  divifion^ 
The  fliips  appointed  for  this  enterprize  Were  five  Iburch,  three 
fifth  rates,  five  fire-fliips^  and  feven  ketches,  as  Sir  Robert 
Holmes  tells  as  in  his  relation  of  the  affair  >• 

On  the  9th  of  Auguft,  abbut  feven  in  the  morning,  this  fquaj^ 
t^ron  weighed,  divided  from  the  reft  of  the  fleet,  and  came  to 
anchor  about  a  league  firom  the  Buoys,  where  they  met  the 
{irincc's  pka(tire-boat  called  the  Fanfan^  the  crew  of  which  had 
difcovered  in  the  harbour  a  cotifiderable  fleet  of  fliips  near  the 
Ulie^  which  proved  to  be  1 70  merchant^fhips,  the  leaft  of  which 
Ivas  not  of  lefs  thai!  206  tons  burden,  with  two  men  of  war> 
which  had  lately  convoyed  home  near  100  of  thofe  fliips  froo^ 
the  northward,  fome  from  the  Screights,  fome  from  Guinea^ 
fome  from  Ruflia,  fome  from  the  eaft  countries :  the  reft  were 
outward^kbound  fliips,  all  of  which  likewife  were  very  richlj 
laden  K 

Sir  Robert  Holmes,  cbnfidering  that  if  he  ihonld  proceed,  at 
his  deiign  was,  firft  to  attempt  a  defceht  on  the  land,  that  nu*- 

b  The  ulie  U  fto  iflahd  froita  wfaith  ibiB  DaUh  fllneu  t^allj  Ml  to  the  Baldc  | 
k  has  the  "texel  oh  th«  fouth,  and  Schelliag  oo  the  north. 

1  t  Uke  thik  ftom  the  accoUht  by  authority,  intitled,  A  true  tind  perfect  nar- 

-rative  of  the  gre«t  Aibcefs  of  a  part  of  his  MajcRy's  fleet  by  their  burning  itfo 

l>atch  (hips  within  the  Ulie.     6f  this  there  ii  an  exttaft  in  Kennet,  vol.  iil. 

|>.  iBx.    dee  aifo  Skinner's  life  of  gcndral  Monk,  p.  3614    Philips's  eontiouatiots 

of  Baker's  chronicle,  p.  7^4.    Lord  Arlington's  letters,  vol.  fi,  p.  188. 

k  If  the  rtader  eoniiderk  the  namber,  the  burden,  aii4  the  trade,  in  whicl)  thet^ 
Ihips  were  employed,  he  will  eafily  dircern  the  credit  due  to  the  fubfe^aent  ac- 
fcoant  of  damages* 

F  2  merous 
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itoffous  Aeet  might  poffiUy  pour  in  fuch  numbers  of  men,  a> 
might  render  the  fuceefs  hazardous,  refolved  to  begin  with  the 
Ihips;  and  accordingly,  having  ordered  the  Advice  aad  thfr 
Hampfhire  to  ly  without  th^  Buoys,  he  weighed  with  the  reft  of 
his  fleet ;  and,  the  wind  being  contrary,  he  tinned  with  much 
tdo  into  Scheliing  n>ad,  where  the  Tyger  came  to  anchor,  and 
immediately  Sir  Robert  w^t  on  boatd  the  Fanfan,  and  hoifled 
his  flag;  upon  which  the  officers  came  on  board  him,  and  there 
it  was  ordered,  that  the  Pembroke  which  drew  the  leaflr  waterj, 
l^ith  the  fire  fire4hips,  (hould  faU  in  amongft  the  enemy's  fleet 
with  what  fpeed  they  could. 

Captmn  Brown  with  his  firewfhip  chofe  very  bravely  to  lay  the 
^^&5^^  ni^  of  war  on  board,  and  burnt  the  vefltl  downright*. 
Another  fire-Hiip  running  up  at  the  fame  time  to  the  other  man. 
t»{  war,  the  captain,  backing  his  faiW,  efcaped  the  prefent  exe- 
cution of  the  fire-ftiip,  but  fo  as  ta  run  the  fliip  on  ground^ 
where  it  was  prefently  taken  by  feme  of  the  long-boats,. and  fired*. 
The  other  three  fire-fliips  clapped  the  three  great  merehantmea 
en  board,,  which  carried  flags  in  their  main-tops,.and  burnt  them.. 
This  put  their  fleet  into  great  confiifion,  which  Sir  Robert 
Holmes  perceiving,  made  z  fignal  for  all  the  officers  to  come 
cm  board  again«  and  prefently  gave  orders,  that  Sir  WiUiaih 
Jennings,  with  all  the  boats  that  cotiTd  be  fpared,  (hould  take 
the  advantage,  and  faH  in^  fink,  bum,  and  deftroy  all  the7 
could,  but  with  a  ftrift  command,  that  they  ihould  norplunder* 
The  execution  was  fo  well  followed,  each  captain  deftroying  his 
fliare,  ibme  twelve,  feme  fifteen  merchantmen,  that,  of  the 
whole  fleet,,  there  efcaped  not  above  ei^t  or  nine  (hips,,  one  of 
which  was  a  Guineaman  of  twenty^fout  guns,  and  three  flnall 
privateers  t  thefe  (hips,  being  driven  up  into  a  narrower  corner 
of  the  ftream,  ferved  to  proted^  four  or  five  merchantmen  that 
were  a^head  of  them,  where  it  was  not  poDiblB  for  our  boats  to 
come  at  them,,  though  even  thefe  few  were  much  damaged >• 

The  next  day,,  being  the  tenth,,  it  was  found  more  expedient 
to  land  on,  the  iihnd  of  Scheliing  than  upon  that  of  Ulie,.  which 

1  ThU  acoonnc  agrees  very  wcU  witk  what  is  ftid'  on  the  ikmt  fubjed  by  the 
Piitch  writers,  who  fpeak  with  horror  of  diis  aAion,.  the  town  being  iuhabittd  bf 
Menoonites,  a  fort  of  Dutch  Quakers,  who  hold  the  ufe  of  arms  lepngnant  co 
the  Chriliian  principle^  and  arc  ao  houeftt  barmlefsv  iaduftrioai  kind  of  ptople. 

was 
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was  performed  by  Sir  Robert  Holmes^  with  eleven  companies  in 
his  long-boats;  and  he  debarked  with  little  or  no  oppofition* 
When  he  came  on  fiiore^  be  left  one  company  to  fecure  his  boat^ 
and  with  the  other  ten  inarched  three  miles  farther  up  into  the 
country  to  the  capital  town  called  Bandarisj  in  which  there  were 
upwards  of  looo  very  good  houfes^  where^  keeping  five  compa* 
&ies  upon  the  ikirts  of  the  town  lo  prevent  any  furprize  from  the 
enemy,  he  fent  the  other  five  to  fet  fire  to  the  phce :  but  finding 
them  fomewhat  flow  in  executing  that  order,  and  fearing  they 
ttiight  be  tempted  to  forget  themfelves  in  order  to  pillage,  he  wa» 
himfelf  forced  to  fet  fire  to  fome  houfes  ta  the  witidward>  the 
fboner  to  difpatch  the  work,  and  hafben  his  men  away,  which 
burnt  with  fuch  violence,  that,  in  half  an  hour's  time,  moft  part 
of  the  town  was  in  a  bright  flame.  This  place  was  reported,  by 
tbofe  that  were  found  in  it,  to  have  been  very  rich,  and  fo  ic 
appeared  by  fome  of  the  ibldiers  pockets ;  but  very  few  people 
were  to  be  feeo  there,  having  had  time  to  eicape  from  the  dan* 
ger,  except  fome  old  men  and  >vomen,  who  were  ufed  by  the 
£nglifh,  after  they  fell  into  thehr  hands,  with  all  poflible  gentle* 
ncfs  and  humanity  "** 

This  blow,  and  that,  too,  in  many  refpe£b,  greatly  afiedled  the 
Dutch,  who,  according  to  their  own  accounts,  fuffered,  by 
burning  the  town  and  magazines,  the  lo(s  of  near  fix  millions  of 
guilders ;  and,  if  we  take  the  (hips  and  their  rich  cargoes  into 
this  computation,  they  confefs  that  they  were  lofers  to  the 
amount  of  eleven  millions,  or  1,100,000  pounds  fterling.  We 
need  not  wonder  that  this  wound  cut  very  deep,  and  engaged 
the  fbtes  to  ufe  their  utmofl  diligence  in  fitting  out  a  new  fleet  \ 

But,  before  we  come  to  this  expedition,  it  mny  not  be  amifs 
to  introduce  a  paflage,  which  hitherto  has  not  found  a  place  in 

■»  The  damage  done  by  borntng  of  the  town  of  Randaiii  is  romewhat  lefTened 
fn  the  dct»t1  given  by  M.  de  Neuville  tn  hit  hid.  de  Hollande,  tome  iii.  p.  187. 

n  BaAiage  annalci  des  provinces  unies,  tome  i.  p.  784.  Le  Cierc  hid.  des  pro- 
vinces ui.ics,  tome  tfi.  p.  151,  151.  Lettres,  memoires  du  comte  d^£drade% 
tome  iii.  p.  360,  who  fays  the  Engiifli  burnt  140  merchantmen,  two  men  of  war, 
and  a  village  on  the  coaO,  and  that  the  whole  lofs  was  computed  at  fix  millions. 
Memoires  do  comte  de  Gulche,  tiv.  ti.  p,  aSi.  Some  writers  make  the  lofs  fu- 
Oaloed  by  the  Datch  Aill  more,  viz.  i»,ooo,oo9  guilders,  or  &,&9o,oco  pounds 
fierling.  LrdiardV  Bavai  biftory,  p«  ^^7.  R«pin  cvi^J^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^S  *'^d  the 
nsmba  of  &ipif.. 

our 
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oqr  hiftory..  The  deftroying  the  Dutch  ihips,  and  the burtiih^ 
the  town  of  Bandaris^  though  done  by  EngliOimen^  was  no  Eng^^ 
lifh  project.  One  captain  Heemlkerkj  a  Dutchman,  who  fled 
hither  for  fear  of  his  being  called  to  an  account  for  mifbehayiout 
under  Opdam,  was  the  author  of  that  difmal  fcenCi  After  the 
f  eturn  of  the  fleet,  he  was  one  day  at  court,  and  boafting,  in 
the  hearing  of  King  Charles  II.  of  the  bloody  revenge  he  had. 
^  taken  upon  his  country,  that  monarch,  with  a  ftem  countenance^ 
bid  him  withdraw,  and  never  prefume  to  appear  again  in  his 
prefence.  He  fent  him,  however,  a  very  conflderable  fum  of 
money  for  the  fervice,  with  which  he  retired  to  Venice.  This 
inftance  of  magnanimity  in  that  .generous  prince  has  been  long 
and  highly  applauded  by  the  Dutch  ^-,  why  fliould  it  be  any 
longer  unknown  to  the  Englifli? 

As  foon  as  the  fleet  was  ready,  the  command  was  beftpwed 
on  Michael  de  Ruyter,  Tromp  having  at  that  time,  in  confe* 
quence  of  his  difpute  with  de  Ruyter,  laid  down  his  commiflioni 
This  navy  confifted  of  feventy-nine  men  of  war  and  frigates,  and 
twenty-feven  fire^fliips  ^.  The  firft  defign  they  had  was  to  join 
the  French  fquadron,  which  Louis  XIV.  had  promifed  to  fit  out 
for  their  aflifl:ance;  in  this  they  were  mofl:  egregioufly  difap* 
pointed,  and  after  a  dangerous  navigation,  ih  which  they  wer€ 
more  tllan  once  chaced  by  a  fuperior  Engliih  fleet,  they  were  glad 
to  return,  though  fired  with  indignation  at  fuch  ufage,  which^ 
it  is  faid,  wrought  fo  powerfully  on  the  mind  of  the  gallant  dc 
Ruyter,  as  to  throw  bim  into  a  fit  of  fickneis  <. 

When  the  French  thought  the  coaft  was  becottie  pretty  cieaf| 
theyventuredout  with  their  fleet;  but  i>ir  Thomas  Allen  attacking 
them  with  his  fquadron,  boarded  the  Ruby,  a  fine  fliip  of  a  thou« 
fand  tons  and  fifty-four  guns,  and  carrying  her  in  a  (hort  time ',  it 
fo  difcouraged  the  French  miniftry,  that  they  fcarce  trufted  their 

o  Vic  radmiral  6t  Rnyter,  partte  i.  p.  373,  374.  P  Bafnage  inntles  dc* 

provinces  unies,  come  i.  p.  785*  Lc  Cicrc  hift.  dcs  provfncspt  qnics,  tome  iii* 
Ihr.  14.  Ncuville  hid.  de  HoUande,  come  lit.  chap.  14.  La  vie  de  Rajter,  pu 
419.     Rcflnet*s  hiftory  of  EngUiid,  vol.  Hi.  p.  283.    Echard*  and  other  writers* 

4  The  Dutch  writers  diifer  mach  from  the  EngliOi  in  rcfpcA  to  theffe  partictf* 
Uri|  hot  their  aeoonou  are  iaconfil^ent  with  each  other.  Befides,  if  thef  were 
'  fisperior  at  Cc»y  bow  came  they  B<«t  to  join  the  French  I 

r  letters  to  Sir  William  Temple,  in  hit  works,  vol.  ii.  p.  131.  Kenneths  hi(l« 
of  £n£land»  toL  iii.  p.  aSj.    Barcbct's  aarai  hiftory,  p.  400. 
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ftavy  afterwards  out  of  fight  of  their  own  Ihore  *•  But,  in  the 
mean  time,  to  convince  the  EngliOi  that  they  were  determined 
enemies,  though  they  did  not  like  fighting,  they  had  recourfe  to 
^  ftratagem ;  or,  to  call  the  thing  by  its  proper  name,  they  fet 
on  foot  a  dirty  confpiracy  for  fei^ing  the  iiland  of  Guemfey.  In 
purfuit  of  this  fine  fcheme,  they  fent  s|  gentleman,  who  was  gOv 
vernor  of  one  of  the  fortrefles  upon  their  own  cqafts,  to  nego-^ 
ciate  with  major-general  Lambert»  axi  o)4  republican,  who  was 
prifoner  in  the  iiland.  But  the  general,  it  feems,  preferred  any 
goTemment  to  a  French  one,  and  therefore,  having  made  a  free 
difcovery  of  thefe  politicians,  they  were  taken  and  hanged  for 
fpies  ^  This,  metbinks,  is  fuiHciept  to  (hew,  that  both  courts 
were  enough  in  earned;  which,  however^  is  a  fa^  fome  people 
^hen,  and  not  a  few  hiftorians  now,  pretend  to  doubt. 

By  the  ^nd  of  th^  year  1 666^  all  parties  began  to  grow  weary 
pf  this  war;  which  was  certainly  dire^ly,  and  at  the  f^me  tim^ 
equally  oppofite  to  the  welfare  both  of  Britain  and  Holland* 
and  may,  therefore,  be  juftly  referred  to  the  arts  of  France, 
^d  the  very  peculiar  fituation  of  the  grand  penfionary  of  Hoir 
land,  M.  de  Witte ;  a  man  not  more  fortunate  in  )ii$  abilities, 
than  unhappy  in  the  application  of  them.  A  xpan  who  under- 
fiood  the  iptereft^  of  his  country  thoroughly,  and,  in  his  own 
nature,  wa^  certainly  inclined  to  promote  them ;  but  having  been 
engaged  from  his  birth  in  the  defigns  of  ^  faction  bent  to  ruin 
the  authority,  intereft,  and  credit  of  ^he  houfe  of  Orange,  he 
came,  on  account  of  hi$  royal  highi^efsS  near  relation  to  it,  to 
have  an  inveteracy  againfl  the  EngUih  co^rt,  which  grew  fo 
fnuch  the  more  yehement,  (he  \ek  czvfc  there  was  for  it  "• 

He  had  plunged  his  country  into  this  war  chiefly  to  gratify 
Ills  own  humour,  and  to  pin  himfelf  efFe£lually  on  France;  and 
now,  when  his  countrymen  were  almoft  unanimoufly  defirous 
pf  peace,  the  overtures  for  ^hicl^  were  well  received,  and  rca- 


f  Zjettreiy  m^moires  da  conste  d*Eftrades,  tome  lit.  p.  4^5,  450.  Memoirec 
dn  comte  de  Guiche,  iiv.  ii.  p.  xpi.  t  philip$*s  continaaiion  of  Heath's 

cbronrcle,  p.  554.  Mifcellanea  aulic*,  p.  407.  Echard*$  hifl,  of  England,  p.  835. 

u  See  his  cbara^er  in  d*£flrade*s  negocxationa,  ai  weU  as  10  Bafnage;  and  Ic 
Qlere,  who  if  his  apologift  at  leall,  if  not  bis  panegyrift ;  yet  he  confefler,  that 
this  ftatefman  had  never  travelled,  and  was  little  rcried  in  the  biflbry,  politics* 
or  iotereftt  of  other  countries.    He  was  a  man  inflexible,  bat  not  infillible. 

dilf 
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dilf  complied  with  in  England,  be  contrived  in  his  own  mind 
fuch  an  extraordintry  method  of  making  war,  as  he  thought 
would  effcAuallf  raife  the  reputation  of  his  familj;  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  cut  off  the  head  of  a  very  honeft  gentlemaPt  who, 
at  the  requeft  and  by  the  confent  of  the  ftates,  had  carried  on 
a  correfpondcnce  tn  England  for  facilitating  a  peace  *• 

The  king  of  Sweden  having  offered  his  mediation,  it  was 
readily  accepted  on  both  (ides.  On  the  one  hand,  the  plague, 
the  fire  of  London,  and  other  national  misfortunes,  particularly 
the  rcftlcffncfs  of  hSdons,  (a  miichief  from  which  we  are  very 
feldom  long  free),  engaged  King  Charles  to  be  very  eameft  at 
well  as  fincere  in  his  defires  of  a  peace.  The  Dutch,  on'  the 
other  hand,  needed  it ;  they  were  drawn  into  the  war  to  ferre 
the  purpofes  of  their  miniftry,  and  many  arts  had  been  pra£Ufed 
to  keep  them  in  it,  though  it  was  equally  againft  their  interefls 
and  their  inclinations.  Now,  therefore,  when  France  found 
pacific  meafures  expedienti  or  rather  was  convinced  that  carry- 
ing the  war  on  would  ferve  only  to  raife  the  reputation  of  Eng- 
land, and  to  obfcure  their  own,  as  well  as  ruin  the  Dutch;  a 
treaty  was  fet  on  foot  at  Breda,  not  only  at  the  defire  of  the 
fVates,  but  by  their  eatprefs  appointment  both  of  time  and  place^ 
in  which  they  were  indulged  by  King  Charles,  purely  to  (hew 
the.  fincetity  of  his  refolution.  WhiKt  this  treaty  was  thus  ne- 
gociating,  de  Witte  was  refolved  to  put  in  praAice  his  bafe  pro- 
jeA;  which,  though  executed  with  fuccefs,  and  efiecmed  glo- 
rious for  a  moment,  yet,  in  the  end,  proved  fatal  to  his  coun- 
try, and  more  efpecially  fo  to  himfelf  and  his  brother,  who,  to 
ihew  how  much  it  was  their  own,  had  the  immediate  conduft 
and  execution  of  it*. 

Whea 

^  The  matter  Is  very  faitly  dated  in  Bafnafc^s  annaU,  tome  t.  p.  787,  but 
Mr.  do  Kcuvillc  treats  M.  Boat,  who  fufTercd  on  this  occafion,  as  a  downright 
traitor,  though  he  owns  he  had  formerly  fcrved  his  country  with  cqaal  integrity 
and  courage.  Le  Clerc  hift.  dm  provinces  unies,  tome  iit.  p.  153.  Lettres, 
memoires,  See.  du  comte  d*£llrade8,  tome  iii.  p.  35 r,  3$9»  36;,  449>  45 >. 
Memoiresdu  comte  de  Guiehe«  Hv.  ii.  p.  aSs,  Life  of  the  earl  of  Clarendon, 
vol.  iii.  p.  6x9,    Mifcellanea  suHca,  p.  415.  '  Bafnage  annaJesdes 

provinces  unies,  tome  i.  p.  804.  Le  Clerc  hifloire  des  provinces  unies,  tome  iii. 
liv,  14.  Wicquefort.  NeuvilJe  hift.  de  Hollande,  tome  iii.  p.  aH*  I-ettres* 
memotrcs  du  comte  d*£flrade«,  tome  iii.  p.  469,  471,  483,  487.  See  alio  torn.  iv« 
K)ti£  Charles  acqaaiotcd  the  Swediih  ambafSadors^  that  be  would  not  treat  with 
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When  the  penfionary  John  de  Witte  was  uft  on  board  the 
t>atch  Aeet,  and^  in  the  abfence  of  the  Engliih  na^y^  had  croix- 
ied  Hpon  our  coaft^  he  took  ah  opportahity  of  fending  feveral 
pcribns  to  ibund  the  mouth  of  the  river  Thamesi  hi  order  to 
difcoirer  how  far  it  might  be  praAicable  to  biake  any  attempt 
therein  with  large  (hips  (  and  having  by  this  means  found,  with 
what  facility  the  projeA  he  had  formed  might  be  etecuted,  he 
reibived  to  proceed  in  it,  hotwithftanding  the  negbciation^  for 
peace  were  then  far  advanced.  He  at  firft  opened  himfelf  t6 
the  count  d^Eftrades^  the  French  ambafiador^  i^ho  cdmmuni- 
cated  the  defign  to  his  court,  where  it  m^ t  with  the  utmoft  ap« 
probation,  and  where  meafured  Were  taken  for  rendeirihg  it  e& 
fe&tial  ill  its  execution  K 

To  this  end  it  was  neceflary  king  Charles  (hould  beperfuaded 
that  there  was  no  neceiHty  of  fitting  oiit  a  fleet  for  this  ye^r^ 
fince  thslt  Wdidd  have  reuddred  the  deGgd  of  the  Dutch  ftatef-* 
hfian  hot  only  diffictilt  and  dangerous^  but  abiblutely  imprafttca- 
ble  *•  With  a  view  16  thisi  the  qUeeil  mother  (whofe  sldvicea 
Ivere  alwap  fatal  to  thi^  ititton)  was  perftiaded  to  write  her  fon 
a  letter,  wherein  (he  informed  him^  that  his  mbft  Chriftian  M»« 
jefty^  iiid  the  ftates^gcneral^  had  tamed  their  thoughts  eiitirdljr 


k\c  (Utel,  ttileff  thif  (Ssot  i  proper  peffoh  to  Londoii  with  prejfotitibnt,  ihadcj  it 
biff  reqneft.  a  AritabU  protifion  for  hia  nepliow  the  priace  of  Ot«age,  and  agreed  ia 
ft  protwr  regobcioQ  of  the  trade  to  the  lodiei)  that  he  etpedcddSnagei  for  the  fresh 
loOca  roffered  bj  the  war|  an  a<ckaowled|fflenl  ibr  the  herring  fifliing  on  hi* 
eoaftt,  the  neta  bb'iiig  drigged  on  bit  ihore;  that  be  demanded  no  towni  for 
haitiooy  bet  initdtd  oo  the  goahint^  of  the  esperor  and  other  prlscea.  See  alib 
tettalolrst  du  comu  de  Ookbe»  K^.  it.  and  iii.  Phitip8*a  contiaoation  of  Heoth*S 
throiiicle»  p.  5^0.  Loid  Arlington*!  letten,  p.  »i^,  its,  iit,  Bilhop  Pirker*t 
htfto^  of  hia  o#n  time,  ^«  ixj.  i^  Lc  Clerc  hift.  dlea  provincea  uniet,  tom^ 

ill.  Rt.  14;  p.  193,  194.  Secrete  irefol.  Van  Haer  Hoog.  Mog  Saterdagb,  19  Mar* 
tli,  p.  5ia.  Valkenier^i  Verwerd  Europe,  p.  7).  La  Vie  de  Ruyter,  449, 414. 
henvillc  hiid.  de  kollande,  tome  Hi.  p.  i^tf.  Memoirea  dd  comts  de  Guiche,  Ur • 
iti,  p.  j^^*    Colomoa  roftrata^  p>  191. 

^  Count  ^^EPi'radeSy  who  was  the  great  confidante  ofthe  pen^osary,  and  to  whom 
khe  ^tt  Dutch  writers  allo^  he  imparted  many  fecrett  of  their  ftate,  Tery  improper 
for  any  foreigner,  and  ihuch  tA'irt  a  French  mintfter,  to  be  acquainted  with,  tellf 
the  king  his  niafter  plainly,  that  de  Witte  hated  the  peace }  i.  Becaufe  ic  would 
make  htm  lefs  neccfTafy,  and  To  leflen  his  authority ;  2.  Becaofe  it  would  be  favour* 
able  ro  the  interefis  of  the  hdofe  of  Orange  ;  j.  Berattfe  he  had  (though  %Uh  00  ill 
tntemiofi)  done  manv  kbinps  ^oDtraty  to  the  cooftitntjon^  for  which,  10  a  time  of 
peace,  Be  might  be  verji  eafily  called  to  an  accouatt 

Vol.  11.  Q^  towards 


iU  N  A  V  A  L    H  I  S  T  O  R  Y 

towards  peace;  and  that  it  might  have  ill  efiis^i  if  his  mftjeffjr^ 
by  fitting  out  ^  great  fleet,  ihould  alarm  them  on  their  owit 
coafts,  as  in  the  preceding  year.  This  advice,  fupported  by  the 
intrigues  of  the  earl  of  St.  Albans,  and  agreeing  with  the  king's 
temper  and  circumftances,  whofe  minifters  deceived,  whofe  mi- 
ftrefles  beggared,  and  whofe  courtiers  plundered  him,  againft 
whofe  meafures  a  party  was  formed,  many  of  whom,  norwith* 
ftanding  their  vehement  profeflions  of  patriotifm^in  reality  meant 
Uttle  more  than  places  and  preferments,  we  need  not  wonder  he 
fell  fo  readily  into  it  ^  for  meanly  covetous,  and  fquandering 
needy  princes,  are  alike  liable  to  the  greateft  foible  in  govem- 
kig ;  the  preferring  prefent  gain  to  any  future  profpc&  what* 
ever.  Notwithftanding,  therefore,  his  naval  magazines  were 
never  better  provided,  king  Charles,  by  a  ftrange  fatality,  or- 
dered only  two  fmall  fquadrons  for  the  fummer  fervice,  in 
1667  •• 

Things  being  thus  in  a  readinefs,  the  laft  refolution  was  taken 
in  Holland  for  the  immediate  execution  of  penfionary  de  Witte*s 
proje£b ;  and  this  refolution  was  (igned  by  the  French  minifter, 
as  well  as  by  the  deputies  of  the  ftates.  His  moft  Chriftian  Ma- 
jefty  had  promi&d  that  a  fquadron  of  his  {hips,  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  duke  of  Beaufort,  (hould  affift  therein.  '  However, 
that  the  iflue  of  the  thing  might  irritate  the  EngliQi  againft  the 
Dutch  only>  the  French,  as  ufual,  waved  the  performance  of 
their  promife;  when  the  matter,  however,  was  fo  far  advanced, 
that  the  Dutch  found  it  impofTible  for  them  to  go  back.  Yet 
the  Englifli  minifters  were  treating  all  this  time  at  Breda» 
where,  from  the  beginning,  there  was  a  fair  appearance  of  Q)ee- 
dily  conclud5ng  a  pcacc^^. 

The 

•  Philips*!  continuition  of  Heath^s  ifhrontcle,  p.  560.  Slcinner^s  oontiAtiatioa 
of  Batet,  p.  97,  98,  Coke*t  deced^ioo,  vof.  li.  p.  50.  'Barchet*s  mn)  hiftoiy,  p. 
297.  MifcelUoea  aulica,  p.  394,  395.  JLord  Arlington's  letters,  toI.  i.  p.  I06,  1171 
<3i« '39> '45*  KLennct*i  biftory  of  England,  vol.  Hi«  p.  1S7.  Ecbard,  p,  S38. 
Afemoireid'£flridet,  tomeiii.  p.  393,  4S3,  521. 

k  In  this  the  biftofiant  of  both  aations  agree.  One  would  wonder  how,  after 
i\tij  confideriffg  tklt  fa{\,  any  writer  can  aflert,  (as  Dutch  hiftorians  do),  thAC 
^e  ^itte's  espedition  was  neceifAry  to  the  making  of  the  peace,  Ki^g  Charlev 
f^ad  yielded  to  a  treaty  at  the  requeil  of  the  t)uteb  $  he  had  ieft  the  manner  of  oe  • 
g^iating  it  to  Xhttn  3  he  had  difarihed  hi«  viAoriob«  fleet.  Vfhxt  figna,  beyond 
'hcfcy  could  he  <he«  of  iocfiaiA'g  to  peace  t  bu(  it  War  |)iatd)y  calculated  to  fiu- 

Ibrat^ 
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Tbe  pretence  made  nfe  of  by  John  de  Witter  for  fitting  out 
aileet  in  the  fpring)  was  the  mifchief  which  had  been  done  to 
their  naYigation  by  the  privateers  from  Scotland.  In  order  to 
check  thefe,  admiral  Vai^  Ghendt  was  fent  with  a  conflderable 
fieet  into  the  Frith,  with  orders  to  burn  the  coafts,  and  recover 
^h  (hips  as  were  in  thofe  ports.  He  appeared  before  Leith 
en  the  i  ft  of  May,  and  might,  if  he  had  thought  fit,  have  done 
a  great  deal  of  mifchief  $  but  he  contented  hin^felf  with  cannon* 
ading  Bumtifland  to  very  little  purpofc.  When  the  Englifh 
court  received  the  news  of  this  proceeding,  it  confirmed  then) 
in  their  opinion,  that  there  would  be  no  fighting  that  year,  and 
that  this  expedition  was  purely  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  peQ«> 
pie  enough  difturbed  by  their  late  lofies.  This  ihews  the  great 
folly  of  trufting  an  enemy,  and  ought  to  be  a  warning  to  all 
Britifli  ftatefmen  for  the  future*  If  the  .king  at  this  time  had 
pawned  the  jewels  of  the  crown,  or  the  crown  itfdf,  (as  fome 
of  his  predccdibrs  did),  to  pay  his  feamen,  and  put  a  ftrong 
fleet  to  fea,  he  had  turoed  the  tables,  made  a  good  peace,  and 
paflcd  the  remainder  of  his  reign  in  quiet. 

But  penfionary  de  Witte,  in  tbe  mean  time,  had  haftily  man- 
ned out  a  large  fleet,  under  the  command  of  de  Kuyter,  011 
board  which  he  intended  to  havegonc inperfon ;  but  the  French 
protefted  againft  this  (lep,  and  therefore  he  was  at  laft  content 
to  fend  Cornelius  de  Witte,  his  brother.  Care  had  been  takcA 
to  provide  fome  of  the  old  republican  officers  to  command  the 
troops  which  were  to  make  a  defccnt  5  and  thcfe  alfo  eafily  pro^ 
cured  pilots  to  condudl  the  Dutch  into  our  rivers  and  ports. 
So  wild  a  thing  is  hStion,  which,  though  always  covered  with 
fair  pretences  of  love  for  the  public,  will  yet  lead  fuch  as  arc 
deluded  thereby  to  the  moft  flagitious  actions,  and  fuch  as  vifi- 
bly  tend  to  deftroy,  what,  by  their  own  principles,  they  Ihould 
moft  vigoroufly  defends 

ih-ate  the  very  ends  of  peace,  by  leaving  •  raoosur  in  tlie  miadt  of  both  nations : 
•ani  this  cdtO.  ir  bad. 

c  Philips'!  contir  uatien  of  Heath's  chronicle,  p.  560.  Lord  Arlington'^  letter*, 
vol.  i.  p.  167.  Annals  of  tbe  univeifc,  p.  157,  Ludlow'a  memoirs,  vol.  iii.  p! 
197.  Bafnage  anna!ei  de*  provinces  uoies,  tom«  i.  p.  804.  Lc  Clerc  hi/*.'  dcs 
provinces  uoies,  tcme  iii.  liv.  14.  p.  194.  Neuville  hid.  de  Hollanie,  tome  iii. 
chip,  17.    Memoircs  du  comte  de  Guiche^  liv.  iii* 

^»  The 
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The  Sect  being  ready>  Ailed  oyer  to  theEngit/b  ^iift»  vhere 
it  was  joiqed  by  Van  Ghendti  and  confifted  then  of  feventy  mei^ 
pf  war>  bei|de$  firer^ups.  Qn  the  f^fenth  of  June  they  attacks 
ed  Sheernefs.  which  was  at  tbat  time  unfini(hed»  and  in  no  ftate 
pf  defence*  Here  they  found  fifteen  iron  gunsi  and  a  conGder- 
able  quantity  of  naval  ftqres.  'JThough  thecoiirt  had  fcarce  aay 
yarning  of  this  attempt,  yet  the  duke  of  Albemarle,  Sir  Edward 
Spnigge,  and  other  great  officers,  bad  made  all  imaginable  pro* 
yifion  for  the  defence  of  the  river  Medway,  by  finking  (hips  in 
fhe  pafiiage,  throwing  a  chain  acrofs  it,  and  placing  three  large 
teflfels,  which  had  been  taken  from  the  Putch  in  this  war,  be^ 
hind  the  chain.  The  Dutch  had  the  advantage  of  a  ftrong 
^ailerly  wind,  which  encouraged  them  to  ^deavoor  burning 
pur  ihips  at  Chatham,  in  fpite  pf  all  the&  precautions  fo 
yrel^  an4  wifely  taken  to  prefprye  tbem.  It  was  on  the  twelfth 
they  executed  this  defign ;  which  a;  la^V,  however,  had  milcar« 
ried,  if  one  captain  Brakell,  who  was  a  prifoner  pn  board  their 
fleet  for  fome  mifdetneanor,  had  not  ojSTered  (to  wipe  oat  the 
meaaory  of  his  former  miftake)  to  undertake  breaking  the  chain^ 
yirhich  he  gallantly  performed  K 

He  alfp  with  great  bravery  Ixmrded  and  took  one  of  the  Eng^ 
lifli  frigates  which  guarded  the  paflage,  foon  after  the  Matthias^ 
the  Unity,  and  the  Charles  the  Fiftb>  ^eing  the  (hips  which,a& 
y$fe  before  obferred,  had  been  taken  from  the  Dutch|»  were  fct 
pn  fire.  The  next  day,  the  i^dvantage  of  wind  and  tide  conti- 
tsuing,  they  advanced  with  fix  mfip  of  war  and  five  fire*fliipa 
as  high  as  Upnpre-caftlc,  but  were  fo  warmly  received  by  major 
^cott,  >yho  commanded  therein,  and  Sir  Edward  Spragge,  froni 
the  oppofite  fl^ore  gave  them  fo  much  difturl>^nce,  that  they 
were  quickly  obliged  to  return  ^.  However,  as  they  qame  back^ 
they  burnt  the  Royal  Oak,  a  very  fine  fhip,  and  in  her  capcaia 
I)ouglas,  ^hofe  behayioqr  ought  to  perpetuate  hi^  memory. 

»  "  •  ■  • 

d  Ital^e  dkefe  fa^t  from  the  fevera]  accoQots  in  their  It^iftcriant  and  ovr  own,  but 
partscuUrlj  from  the  relattoDS,  laid  before  the  houfe  of  commons,  of  this  whole 
aibir,  or  which  I  Aall  have  occaHoa  to  fpeak  heresfter, 

c  Parlcer^shidory  of  hit  own  ttmea,  p.  i»4.  C>ke*i  dete^oo,  vol.  H.  p.  50. 
^uinblc*^  life  of  general  Monk,  p.  44S.  Lord  Arlington's  letters,  vol.  ii.  p.  %x^i, 
^emoirs  of  John  Sheffield)  duke  of  Bttckinghamfiiire^  in  hit  works,  vd.  il.  p.  7. 
Stuc  leciera  of  Roeer,  earl  of  Orrerv,  p.  a 30. 
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jfle  had  received  orders  to  defend  his  flitp,  which  he  did  'wicH 
the  utmofl:  refb^ution  j  but  having  none  to  retirp,  he  chefe  to 
be  burnt  with  her,  rather  than  li?e  to  be  reproached  with  ha* 
Ting  deierted  his  command  ^ •  On  the  fourteenth  they  carried 
off  the  hull  of  the  Royal  Qiarles,  notwithflanding  all  the  Eng* 
liOi  could  do  to  prevent  it ;  which  was  what  they  had  princi^ 
pally  at  heart.  In  their  return,  two  Dutch  men  of  war  ran  a« 
Ihpre  in  the  Medway,  and  were  burnt,  which,  with  eight  fire-* 
ihips  confumed  in  the  a£tion,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  men 
killed,  is  all  the  lois  acknowledged  by  the  Qu^h  writers ;  though 
it  is  not  improbable  that  they  really  fuffered  much  more'* 

De  Ruyter,  highly  plea&d  with  what  be  had  performed,  1^ 
admiral  Van  Nes  with  part  of  his  fleet  in  the  mouth  of  the 
Thames,  and  failed  with  the  reft  to  Portfmouth,  in  very  fanguinO" 
hopes  of  burning  the  fhips  there.  Failing  in  this  deGgn,  be  failed 
weftward  to  Torbay^  where  he  was  ][ikewife  repulfed  i.  Then  he 
returned  back  again  to  thf  mouth  of  the  Thames,  and  ^vith 
twenty^five  fail  came  as  high  as  the  Dope,  wh^re  our  f<{uadroft 
ky,  under  the  comma|id  of  Sir  Edward  Spragge*  This  coofifted 
of  eighteen  fail  *,  yet,  the  admiral  not  being  on  bpard  when  the. 
enemy  began  the  attack,  we  fuffered  af  firft  from  their  fire»£hips } 
but  Stir  Edward  repairing  with  great  diligence  to  his  command^ 
and  being  jolbed  by  Sir  Jofeph  Jordan  with  ?  few  fmall  ihips, 
quickly  forced  the  Dutch  to  ref  ire.  The  like  fu^cefs  attended  their 
attack  on  Land-guard  fort,  ^hich  was  perfprmedby  fiscteenhun* 
dred  men,  commanded  by  colonel  Doleman,  a  republican,  un* 
dert^e  fire  of  thpir  whole  fleet:  but  governor  Darrel,  an  0I4 

f  f  I  could  have  hptn  gt«d*'  (fa^s  the  insepioas  %it  WiUi^m  Temple  in  hit  U^ 
ter  to  lord  liQc,  io  hit  works,  vol.  it.  p.  ^.)'*  (o  have  iiren  Mr.  Cowle)r# 
<*  before  be  died,  celebrate  captain  DoogUi*a  death,  who  ftood  and  burnt  in  one  of 
*'  oiir  flsipi  at  Ghatbatti,  when  his  foldiers'left  hii^  becaore  it  (hould  never  he  fdS 
'*  a  D0VOLA8  quitted  his  poft  without  order*  Whether  it  be  wife  in  men  to  d« 
**  foch  a^ioni  or  no,  |  am  fure  it  it  fo  in  stati s  to  honour  tliem.*' 

%  K.eonet*i  hiftory  of  England,  vol,  iit.  p.  j%y.  See  the  duke  of  Aibemarle*s 
narrative  of  this  bofineft,  which  he  prefeoted  to  the  hoafe  of  commons  in  the  en* 
ftting  leffioos,  io  Echard*i  hiftory  of  England,  book  i.  ch,  i.  p;  839,  Bafnage  tii« 
oaies  dea  provinces  ontes,  tone  i.  p.  804.  Levenf  der  Zeehelden  twecde  decl,  o. 
24s*    Le  Clerc,  tome  iii.  Neuville,  and  other  Duteh  hifVoriana, 

*  Plulipi*s  continuation  of  Heath's  chronicle,  p.  561. 

Cayaiicr, 
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cavalier,  beat  them  off  with  great  lofs  K  On  the  twenty-third^ 
Van  Nes  failed  again  up  the  river  as  far  as  the  Hope,  where  he 
engaged  Sir  Edward  Spragge,  who  had  with  him  five  frigates^ 
and  feventeen  fire-fliips  *.  This  proved  a  very  iharp  adiion,  at 
leaft  between  the  fire-(hips,  of  which  the  Dutch  writers  them- 
fclves  confefs  they  fpent  eleven  to  our  eight. 

The  next  day  the  Engliih  attacked  the  Dutch  in  their  turn  | 
and,  notwitbftanding  their  fuperiority,  forced  them  to  retire^ 
and  to  burn  the  only  fire-fliip  they  had  left  to  prevent  her  being 
taken.  On  the  twenty-fifth  they  bore  out  of  the  river,  with  all 
the  fail  they  could  make,  followed  at  a  diftance  by  Sir  Edward 
Spragge,  and  his  remaining  fire-fliips.  On  the  twenty-fixth,  in 
the  mouth  of  the  river,  they  were  met  by  another  Engjiifli  fqua- 
dron  from  Harwich,  confining  of  five  men  of  war,  and  four- 
teen fire-£hips.  They  boldly  attacked  the  Dutch,  and  grappled 
the  vice-admiral  of  Zealand,  and  another  large  (hip ;  but  were 
not  able  to  fire  them,  though  they  frighted  a  hundred  of  their 
jnen  into  the  fea.  The  rear-admiral  of  Zealand  was  forced  on 
ihore,  and  fo  much  damaged  thereby,  as  to  be  obliged  to  return 
home  ^ 

The  Dutch  fleets,  notwitbftanding  thefcdifappointmcnts,  and 
though  it  was  now  very  evident  that  no  impreflion  could  be 
made,  as  had  been  expefied,  on  the  Englifh  coafts,  continued 
ftill  hovering  about,  even  after  they  were  informed  that  the 
peace  was  aflually  figned,  and  ratifications  exchanged  at  Breda^ 
Our  writers  are  pretty  much  at  a  lofs  to  account  for  this  con- 
iinSt ;  but  a  Dutch  hiftorian  has  told  us  very  plainly,  that  Cor- 
nelius  dc  Witte  ordered  all  our  ports,  on  that  fide,  to  befound- 
cd,  s^nd  took  incredible  pains  to  be  informed  of  the  ftrcngth  of 
our  maritime  forts,  and  the  provifion  made  for  prote£ling  the 
mouths  of  oiir  rivers;  which  fli^wed  plainly,  that  thpugh  this 

i  They  roadenrious  attempts  upon  the  coaf^s  of  EfTcx,  but  it  Teems  with  no  gre  jt 
/acceff ,  oiher  thai|  getting  a  little  fr«ih  provifioa,  loting,  as  our  wn.cis  aiTen^  as 
many  men  at  they  ftole  (beep. 

k  £char4*s  biflory  of  England,  p.  4S0.  Burchet'i  naval  bidory,  P*  4cr.  Bfkudt 
Lecven  van  de  Ruyter^  fol.  563. 

1  Befidet  the  authors  bc.t.»c  menlioned,  the  reader  R)»y  confult  Ludl'»w'«  mc« 
noirs,  in  or4er  to  be  convir.Cv'J,  ihat  the  Dutch,  ard  particularly  the  de  "Wi;;c3, 
bad  our  deftrudlion  more  at  heart  than  their  own  f^fety,  and  that  this  Chatham  c*- 
^ditiop  was  chiefly  contriTCd,  direftei,  and  cxccu^d  by  our  own  fugitives. 
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was  the  firft^it  was  not  defigned  to  be  the  laft  viilt  "^  they  paid 
us* 

Tbefe  were  certainly  very  provoking  circumftances ;  and  he 
added  to  them  at  his  return  a  ilrange  aA  of  indignity  towards 
the  king  and  the  Englifh  nation,  by  reprefenting  himfelf  in  tri- 
umph,  and  them  at  his  feet,  in  a  pompous  pidure,  which  he 
caafed  to  be  hung  up  in  a  public  edifice,  to  heighten  the  infulc 
to  the  laft  degree.  But  before  we  fpeak  of  the  peace,  and  of 
what  followed  thereupon  in  Holland,  it  will  be  requiCte  to  give 
fome  account  of  fuch  actions  in  the  war  as  have  not  yet  been 
mentioned  <*. 

While  the  whole  Dutch  fleet  was  employed  in  alarming  out 
coafts.  Sir  Jeremiah  Smith  was  fent  with  a  fmall  fquadron 
northwards  ;  with  which,  and  the  aflidance  of  a  numerous  fleet 
of  privateers,  already  abroad  for  their  own  profit,  the  Dutch 
commerce  to  the  Baltic  was  in  a  manner  ruined,  and  multitudes 
of  rich  prizes  were  daily  brought  into  Englifb  ports.  Thus  it 
may  be  truly  faid,  that  the  nations  at  this  time  changed  charac- 
ters. The  Dutch  preferred  the  infult  at  Chatham,  which,  all 
things  confidered,  was  of  little  or  no  confequence  to  them,  to 
the  prefervation  of  their  trade ;  and  the  Englifli  endeavoured  to 
make  themfelves  amends  for  this  ;unexpe£ied  lofs  of  a  few  men 
of  war,  by  taking  numbers  of  merchant-men.  Such  are  the 
effe£l8  which  private  paiSons  produce  in  public  aflfairs  !  The  in* 
dolence  and  credulity  of  king  Charles  expofed  his  fubjeds  and 
himfelf  to  this  ftnin  on  their  reputation,  and  the  fury  and  felf- 
intereft  of  the  de  Witte  faftion,  betrayed  (for  the  fake  of  fur- 
thering their  own  purpofes)  the  trade  of  their  country  at  pre- 

^  Bafnage  annakt  det  prorincci  unies,  tome  i.  p.  807.  where  he  adds  they  wait* 
ed  f.r,  and  would  have  takea  our  Barbadoes  fleer,  if  they  bad  met  it,  wicb  a  view  of 
crea'ing  a  frefh  breach,  or  at  leafl  availing  themfelvea  of  their  prefent  Cuperiorityy 
and  t'ne  king*8  oolocky  fituatioa. 

"  Thcic  adt  of  indignity  and  contempt  were  not  only  galling  to  the  king,  and  fuch 
•f  hit  fobjoAs  aa  were  uuly  loy«l,  but  they  were  alfo  fuch  marks  of  rivtotted  ba(<>, 
and  implacable  prejudice,  as  difpcfed  that  prince  more  than  any  thing  to  receive  ill 
Mnpreifioat  from  France;  uid  therefore^  how  wrong  foever  his  fubfcquent  bcha. 
viooff  might  bf>  (politically  conCidcrcd),  yet  the  Dutch  had  app^ren'iy  therofejrea 
10  bU-ntf* 

fent. 
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fent^  abd  its  future  wel£urci  to  extreme  basard.  fiat  let  iis  rec 
turn  from  men  to  things  °. 

The  EngUfli)  in  the  Weft  Indies,  took  the  ifland  of  St.  Eu^ 
ftacie,  Salia,  St.  Martini  Bonaira,  the  ifland  of  TobagOi  and 
other  places  from  the  Dutch.  On  the  contrary,  the  Dutch^ 
under  the  conduft  of  commodore  Ejynfen^  made  themfelvea 
matters  of  Surinam ;  and  the  French,  affifted  bj  the  Dutch,  aU 
moft  deprived  the  Englifh  of  their  half  of  the  iflaiid  of  St. 
Chriftopher's,  after  feveral  obftinate  difputes,  and  the  death  of 
their  commander  les  Salles.  Six  frigates,  and  fome  other  fmall 
yeifels  from  Barbadoes,  failing  from  thence  to  repair  this  lofs^ 
vere  fo  ill  treated  bj  a  violent  ftorm,  that  they  were  put  out  of 
a  condition  to  execute  their  deiign,  and  two  or  three  of  the 
moft  difabled  fhips  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy ;  though, 
before  their  misfortune,  they  had  burnt  two  Dutch  ihips  richly 
laden,  in  the  harbour  of  Los  Santos.  Some  authors  fay,  this 
little  fleet  was  commanded  by  the  lord  Willoughby,  and  that 
himfelf  was  loft  in  the  hurricane.  The  Englifh  were  more  foc^ 
cefsful  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Surinam,  where  they  deftroyed 
the  Dutch  colony,  took  a  fort  belonging  to  the  French,  and  af- 
terwards made  themfelves  matters  of  many  rich  prises,  at  th€ 
expence  of  that  nation  ^.  ' 

The  Dutch  admiral  Everts,  in  conjun^on  With  commodort 
Erynfen,  recovered  the  ifland  of  Tobago,  and  did  a  great  de^l 
of  mifchief  upon  the  coaft  of  Virginia.  In  March  1667,  bit 
John  Harman  was  fent  with  a  fquadron  of  twelve  men  of  war 
to  redrefs  thefe  mifchiefs.  He  performed  all  that  he  was  fent 
for,  and  effeiQually  cleared  the  fisas  both  of  French  and  Dtitch 
rovers ;  yet  he  had  not  been  long  there  before  he  found  himfelf 
puflied  by  a  fuperior  force*  The  Dutch  commodore  Krynfen^ 
having  embarked  on  board  his  fquadron  thirteen  hundred  land 
troops,  failed  to  Martinico,  where  he  joined  monfieur  de  la 

o  Philip«*s  contiaoation  of  Heath*i  cbrOnicte*  p«  564.  tmd  Arlington*!  Ut* 
ten,  ToU  i.  p.  174.  tol.  it.  p.  ixS,  131.  Pointer*!  dnoiiologiol  bifldriaii,  vol.  i. 
p.  %i%,  Sfto.  P  Phtlips'ft  cottttovatioo  ol  Heath** cbroaidc,  pt  54S,  ^$y* 

Cdke*!  de:ed\on,  voU  li.  p.  49.  Annjlf  of  the  univerfey  p.  1 10,  141,  i$^i  Ken  • 
net»  vol.  til.  Ecliard*t  biftory  of  Englaiul,  p.  838.  Culumoi  Toftnta»  p.  489.  ttitf* 
chei'»  n«T.<l  hulory,p.  404.  Baioage  aonales  det  provioces  Boict*  totte  i.  p.  8el, 
8o9« 

fiarre^ 
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Bftire^  who  commanded  all  the  forces  of  the  French  king  in 
tbofe  parts.  Their  fleets  after  this  junftion,  confifted  of  two 
and  twenty  iail  of  ftout  fliips,  with  which  they  went  to  ieek  the 
Engli(h  fquadron  upon  the  coaft  of  St.  Chriftopher*s. 

On  the  loth  of  May»  1667,  an  engagement  enfued^  which 
lalledf  with  great  vigour^  for  above  three  hours,  in  which  the 
Englifli^hotwithftanding  the  fuperior  force  of  the  enemy,  ob- 
tained a  complete  viftory.  The  Dutch  hiftorians  fay,  that  had 
it  not  been  for  the  courage  and  conduct  of  the  officers  of  their 
fleet,  the  French  admiral  had  been  taken  j  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  is  certain  that  thofe  officers  were  To  ill  fatisfied  with  the 
behaviour  of  the  French,  that  they  quitted  them  upon  their  re- 
turn to  St.  Chriftophei's.  The  Engliih  admiral  with  his  fleet 
came  foon  after  thither,  burnt  the  French  admiral,  and  fix  or 
feven  fhips  in  the  harbour,  and  either  funk  himfelf,  or  obliged 
the  French  to  fink,  all  the  reft  of  the  ihips  that  were  there,  c».t 
cept  two,  and  this  with  the  lofs  only  of  eighty  men^.. 

In  the  firft  of  thefe  engagements,  our  writers  have  obferved, 
that  the  admiral  Sir  John  Harmaii,  was  exceedingly  ill  of  the 
gont,  fo  as  not  to  be  able  to  ftir.  On  the  firft  firing,  however, 
he  ftarted  up,  and  went  upon  deck,  gave  his  orders  throughout 
the  engagement,  in  which  he  a£led  with  all  the  alacrity  imagin- 
able, and  when  it  was  over  became  as  lame  as  he  was  before. 
By  thefe  vidories  he  became  matter  in  thofe  feas,  and  took  from 
the  Dutch  their  plantation  at  Surinam^  but,  however,  it  waa 
reftored  by  the  treaty,  as  not  taken  within  the  time  limited  by 
that  treaty  for  the  condufion  of  hoftilities'. 

There  were  three  diftin£l  treaties  of  peace  figned  at  Br^a, 
with  the  Dutch,  the  French,  and  the  Danes,  by  the  £ngli(h 
minifters,  who  were  Lord  Holies  and  Mr.  Coventry  |  which 
were  ratified  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  Auguft,  1667.  The  terms 
upon  which  this  peace  was  made,  were  fafe  and  bamorable,  at 
leaft,  though  not  fo  glorious  and  beneficial  as  might  have  been* 
expeAed  after  fuch  ^  war«  By  it  the  honour  of  the  flag  wag 
iecured,  and  the  ifland  of  Poison,  to  prevent  further  difputes, 

4  PbiHp»*i  oonf tnwition  of  H«Mh'f  chronkle,  p.  ^64.  AnnaU  of  the  QnifcrTc, 
p.  *S9*  Lord  ArUngtoa's  Iccteri,  vol.  i.  Poinier't  chronologieal  hiftorian,  vol.  ij 
^.  aiS.  r  Cok/t*$imUh0tt^  vol.  ii.  p.  5*.    ColnmiiA  roftrats,  p.  ipt. 
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was  yielded  to  the  Dutch,  fn  the  ^eft  ladies  «q  l^eft  a^  ttu|| 
we  bad  taken,  except  Sar!narn»  and  the  Frendb  were  oblised  to 
redore  what  they  had  taken  in  thofe  parts  from  us  % 

Here  it  may  no(  be  aoiifs  to  obfcrve,  that  the  lofs  of  Poleroni 
and«  in  confequence  of  that,  the  fpice-trade,  was  not  £b  much 
owmg  ^o  this  treaty  as  to  the  condjiifl  of  Cromwelli  to  ybom  i% 
was  yielded^  y^l^<^>  aStter  turning  out  his  maftersy  he  madp  P^ce 
with  the  butch.  In  obtaining  it.  he  confuhed  hk  honour,  and 
feemed  to  ^(laye  the  intereit  of  >he  nation  at  heart.  Sut,  kapw- 
ing  of  bow  great  confequence  it  was  to  the  putch,  He  confent- 
cd  tbat^  P^yi^g  him  an' annual  peniion,  they  fhould  keep  it»  fa- 
crificing  manifeftly  thereby  the  public  intereft  to  l^is  own.  The 
ifland  being  thus  out  of  our  pofieflion,  and  being  qf  greater 
confequence  than  ever  to  the  Qutcbj  they  would  not  at  the  time 
of  this  treaty  depart  from  their  pretenfions. 

It  IS  certain  that  the  king  made  this  peace  much  againft  hia 
will,  and  V^thout  qbtainiug  what  |)e  fought  and  expeAed  fron^ 
the  war.  The  motives  which  induced  him  thereto  were  chiefly 
tbefe.  Firft*  diforders  in  his  domeftic  affairs,  which  dinjuiete^ 
him  wicj)  great  reafon.  He  found  there  was  a  firong  f^it  of 
difaffeAion  amongfl  his  fubjefls, which  produced  the  late  misfor- 
-  tune  at  Chatham  i  and,  in'  cafe  thie  war  had  continued,  would 
have  prolSabJy  had  ftill  worfe  effeAs.  And,  fecondly,  the  French 
king's  defign  was  become  apparent ;  and  bis  claim  (o  the  great^ 
ctl  part  of  the  Spahifli 'Netherlands  openly  avowed.  If^  there- 
fore,  the  quarrel  between  Great  Britain  and  Holland  had  fub- 
ii(led  any  longer^  the  balance  of  power  on  the  continent  muft 
have  been  immediately  and  irretrievably  loft^    Such  were  the 

t  Corps  unlmfal  dip)oin«tiqac  de  droit  det  gent,  tome  vii.  parti,  p.  40—57.. 
Mcmoires  da  cooue  d*£ftrades^  Come  iv,  Bafna^  antitkt  des  provinces  ttiiie% 
cone  I.  Le  Cierc  hid.  6tt  protiocecunrei,  tome  iii.  liv.  14.  Lord  ArUn^too'c 
iecteri;  tcLi.  p.  14^  Sm  the  lord  ambaHiidor  CoTentry's  letter  to  Sir  WiUiam 
Temple,  dMed  Breda*  Aii|Qft4,  K.  S.  16^7,  ifi  liis  works,  voL  il  p.  x^^.  Mti- 
^aoea  an^ka^  p.  440.  >  •.         . 

'  t  What  I  afiert  above,  the  reader  wiU  find  confirmed  by  two  QoevcC|>tionabl« 
and  irrefragable  wirhcflee,  wboft  knowledge  canDot  he  doabted,  or  credit  qocl^ 
tionedl  A^  t^  the  difpofitioo  of  the  people  to  ftt  «p  a  republic  again  here,  and* 
the  offers  of  Holland  and  Prance  on  that  head,  Ludlow  it  fuU  in  bis  Licmoirs^ 
▼ot  iii'.  p.  184,  4f9,  Ai  Co  thie  king*s  judgment  on  the  (late  of  affairs^  Sir  William' 
Tetoiple  gives  a  candid  and  copiooi  accJiuiC  id  his  letters,  10  which  alia  he  coa« 
clsrs  with  the  king  in  his  opinion* 

true 
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»•••  <.•  .> 

true  groiihcis  of  the  peace  at  Breda }  and  whoeyer  coniiders  ike 

'Ctuacion  of  things  at  home  and  abrt>ad  at  that  jun£lure%  vill 

think  it,  upon  the  wholei  as  good  a  peace  as  cpiild  have  been 

expeAed'. 

We  fgccceded  t>etter  in  our  negoctations  this  year  in  other 
jiarts.  The  worthy^  and  wire  earl  of  Sandwich;  concluded,  01^ 
the  thirteenth  of  May^  a  treaty  with  Spain,  whereby  all  old 
diiTerencea  were  fettled,  the  friendfhip  lietween  the  two  crowns 
renewed  and  (trengthened;  and  our  commerce  much  extended  **• 
Soon  after  this^  his  lorddiip  went  to  Lilbon,  and  there,  by  his 
mediatt^n,  a  peace  was  made  between  the  crowns  of  Spain  ana 
i^ortugaly  by  which  the  latter  came  to  be  owbed  by  the  former 
'iis  an  independent  kingdom,  and  ah  end  was  put  to  a  war  which 
had  already  weakened  each  of  the  nations  greatly,  and  might, 
if  tonget  purlTued,  have  been  fatal  to  both  ^.  Towards  the  clofe^ 
of  this  year,  his  majefty  fent  Sir  William  Temple  into  Holland, 
jA  ordeV  \o  enter  into  a  drifter  correfpondence  with  the  dates, 
and  to  concert  with  them  the  means  of  p'rcferVing  Flanders  from 
tailing  into  the  hands  of  the  iFrench.  The  Dutch  in  general, 
and  eveb  tlie  penfionary  de  Witte  himtelf,  now  faw  plainly  they 
had  been  dfupes  to  France  in  this  war. 

This  {hews  that  his  majeft/,  foV*  the  prefent,  laid  afide  his 
refenttfients  fo^  what  had  been  done  againft  him  perfonally  bf 
'the  Dutch ;  and  this  for  the  fake  of  giving  a  check  to  the  too  . 
great  power  tf  France*  In  confequen'ce  of  Sir  William's  nego- 
ciation,  was  concluded  the  famous  triple  alliance  between  Eng- 
land)  Sweden^  and  Holland  ^  the  mod  ^orious  dep  taken  in 
this  reign»  ai^d  whkfa,  ftcadily  purfued,  would  have  crudied  at 
the  beginniligthat  ambitious  prince,  whofeprojeAs  never  ceafed 
didurbing  his  neighbours,  till  after  being  humbled  by  the  arms 
of  Brttaito^  in  i  fucceeding  reign,  he  came  to  know  himfclf,  and 

u  Lord  Arlifijj|oii*s  leCten,  vol.  ii.  p.  »4.  See  Sir  William  T*niple*s  letter 
Co  che  lord'^mbafl4dor  Coventry,  dated  May  21,  K.  8.  16^7,  in  }i:s  worki,  vol,  fi. 
f.  3i.     Scje  itfii,  p.  313.  *  Lord  Arlington*!  Icturi,  vol.  n.  p.  ajtf.     Sir 

WilHtni  TempVt  works,  vol,  U.    Memoires  d'AbUncoun,  p.  349^3^1.  Corps 
taoiVcflid  dipioiatiique,  tome  vu.^art  u  p.  70. 

R  2  deplore 


% 


Iji  NAVALHISTORT 

deplore  them  on  his  deatb-bed  K  But,  to  return  to  onr  more 
immediate  bufinefs. 

The  Dutch  war  being  over,  his  majefty  fent  Sir  Thomas  All- 
ien with  a  ftout  fquadron  into  the  Mediterranean,  to  reprefs  the 
infults  of  the  Algerines,  who,  taking  advantage  of  our  diifie-^ 
rences,bad  difturbed  both  the  Engliih  commerce  and  the  Dutch. 
The  latter  fent  admiral  Van  Gbendt  with  a  fquadron  to  fecurc 
their  trade ;  and  he,  having  engaged  fix  coriairs,  forced  them 
to  tLj  to  their  own  coafts,  where  probably  they  would  have 
efcaped,  if  commodore  Beach  with  four  Englifti  frigates,  had 
"not  fallen  upon  them,  and,  after  a  dole  chace,  obliged  them  to 
run  a-ground.  In  this  (itnation  they  were  attacked  by  the  Eng- 
lifli  and  Dutch  in  their  boats^  and,  being  abandoned  by  their 
fefpe£Uve  crews,  were  all  taken,  and  a  great  number  of  Chrif- 
fian  flaves  of  different  nations  releafed.  The  £ngli(h  comnio- 
dore  prefented  fixteen  Dutch  flaves  to  admiral  Van  Gbendt,  and 
received  from  him  twenty  Englifli  by  way  of  exchange ;  but  the 
Algerine  fhJps  being  leaky,  were  burnt.  The  fame  year  fome  of 
^r  frigates  attacked  feven  of  the  enemy's  beft  fliips  near  Cape 
Gaeta.  The  admi|*al  and  vice-admiral  of  the  Algerines  carried 
fifty-fix  guns  each  j  their  rear-admiral,  the  biggeft  fliip  in  the 
fquadron,  carried  fixty,  and  the  leaft  forty.  Yet,  after  a  (harp 
cfhgagement,  the  vice-admiral  was  funk,  and  the  reft  forced  to 
retire,  moft  of  them  miferably  difabled  ^  At  the  clofe  of  the 
year  1669,  captain  Kempthorne,  (afterwards  Sir  John),  in  the 
Mary  Rofe,  a  fmall  frigate,  engaged  feven  Algerine  men  of  war» 
and,  after  a  very  warm  a£tion,  forced  them  to  (beer  off,  being 
]h  no  condition  to  continue  the  fight  any  longer ;  of  which  we 
have  a  particular  account  '• 

It  IS  fomewbat  extraordinary,  that,  confidering  the  Dutch,  as 
Well  as  Nve,  w^re  concerned  in  attacking  thefe  pirates,  #e  have 

>  Sir  WiliiaiD  Teiiiple*s  work*,  yol.  ii.  p.  4;— »8t.  Lord  Arfington't  leCterr, 
W.  u  p.  xpS.  Sec  the  duke  of  BuckiDghain*!  chancer  of  the  c^ii  of  Arlingtoa 
in  hU  workf,  vd.  ii.  p«  87.  Corps  diploinatiqae,  com.  fti.  pan  L  p.  tfS.  Le 
Cecle  de  Lonti  XIV.  par  M.  Valtaire,  come  I'u  p.  94,  p; .  i  j^biitpf't  con* 

tinnadon  of  HeaCh^s  chrooicte,  p.  5^9,  578*  AanaU  of  th«  vnWerie,*  p.  i68» 
»3p.  Kenoct*s  hiftory  of  fengUod,*  Vol.  xiL  p.  i9|.  Echa^d^i  bi(^ory  of  Eoglatifl* 
p.  857-  '  1^^**  accoonc,  cogechcr  wicfi  a  priMie^rercocing  (be  wbofo 

aAton,  engravod  hj  HolUr,  uiaCuteA  by  Ogilby  In  bis  defcrip^oo  of  Africa^ 
p.  «x8. 
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no  better  iC€cmnt  of  the  war  that  was  carried  on  agalnft  them^ 
or  of  tbe  force  they  then  had,  bat  what  we  arc  left  to  coUe6^ 
as  we  can,  from  the  fcattered  accounts  of  particular  engagements 
with  them.  The  only  lift  I  have  feen,  is  of  the  ftate  of  their 
navy  in  1668,  and  then  it  confifted  of  twenty-four  (hips  great 
and  fmall,  that  is,  from  about  fifty  to  twenty  guns :  and  they 
had  likewiie  fix  new  ihips  of  force  upon  the  ftocks.  Yet  this 
pitiful  enemy  continued  to  difturb,  and  even  to  diftrefs  the  com^ 
inerce  of  both  the  maritime  powers  for  feveral  years  *^ 

At  laft.  Sir  Edward  Spragge  was  fent  in  167c,  with  a  ftrong 
IqHadron  of  men  of  war  and  frigates,  to  put  an  end  to  the  war. 
He  cruized  for  fome  days  before  their  capital,  without  receiving 
any  fatisfa^ry  anfwer  to  his  demands*  Upon  this  he  failed 
from  thence,  with  Cx  frigates  and  three  fire-(hip8,  to  make  an 
attempt  upon  a  confiderable  number  of  thofe  corfairs  which  lay 
in  the  haven  of  Bugia.  By  the  way  he  loft  the  company  of  two 
of  his  fire-ihips ;  yet,  not  difconraged  by  this  accident,  he  per- 
fifted  in  his  refolution.  Being  come  before  the  place,  he  broke 
the  boom  at  the  entrance  of  the  haven,  forced  the  Algerines  a- 
ground,  and  (notwithftanding  the  fire  of  the  caftle)  burnt  feven 
of  their  ihips,  which  mounted  from  twenty-four  to  thirty-four 
guns,  together  with  three  prizes :  after  which  he  deftroyed  ano- 
ther of  their  (hips  of  war  near  Teddeller.  Thefe  and  other 
misfortunes  caufed  fuch  a  tumult  among  the  Algerines,  that  they 
murdered  their  dey,  and  chofe  another,  by  whom  the  peace  was 
concluded  to  the  fatisfa^Uon  of  the  Englifh,  on  the  ninth  of 
December  in  the  fame  year  j  and  as  they  were  now  fufficiently 
iiumbled,  and  faw  plainly  enough  that  the  continuance  of  a  war 
with  England  muft  end  in  their  deftruAion,  they  kept  this  peace 
better  than  any  they  had  made  in  former  times^* 

We  are  now  come  to  the  third  Dutch  war,  (more  frequently 
xalled  the  fecond,  becaufe  it  was  fo  in  refpefk  to  this  reign),  and 
to  account  for  the  beginning  of  it  will  be  no  eafy  matter.    It 

•  O,  Dapper  dcftri^ion  ^  I'Afriqoe,  p.  i6o— >i84«  Hift*  4w  roytume  d'AU 
^trr,  liv.  it.  ch«  14.  See  nlCo tli«  ciile  ALOigftft  in  ifte  Urge  hiftorkal  di£^ionary 
in  Dutch  by  Lnifciat.  b  Philips'!  eontmoafioii  of  Heaths  chronicle,  p.  581. 
AnntU  of  the  «ni  verfc,  p.  263.  dlnmoe  roftrata,  p.  203,  204*  Bafocfe  aim** 
Ira  dea  provinces  oniea,  tome  ii.  p.^I  28,  la^*  Le  Clerc  hitt,  des  profioccs  unict^ 
t«Miic  iii.  liv.  »v.    NenirUle  htft«  de  HoUinde,  tone  lit.  ch.  21. 
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has  been  htfort  (hewn,  that  the  laft  treirty  6f  peface  wa<  tn^di 
67  king  Charles  againfi  his  will,  and  dti  terms  to  which  force 
only  made  him  confeni.  We  need  not  wonder,  therefore,  that 
he  ftill  retamed  a  diffike  t6  the  Dutch.  Befides,  there  had  beed 
many  other  things  done,  fufitcient  to  give  diflafte  to  any  crowned 
head.  For  inftance,  theif*  f^£lory  at  Gambron  in  Perfia,  afte^ 
the  peace,  burnt  the  king  in  effigy,  having  firft  drefled  up  tixt 
image  in  an  old  fecond*hand  {kit,  to  expreis  the  diftreis  fn  ^hich 
they  knew  htm  in  his  exile  i  for  this,  as  the  king  thought  it  be- 
neath him  to  dematid,  fo  the  ftates-gencral  looked  upon  them- 
felves  as  above  giving  him  any  fatisfad^ion  ^ 

They  likewife  fafFcrcd  fome  medals  to  be  ftftfck,  in  which 
their  vanity  was  very  apparent.  Amongft  others,  becaufe  th^ 
triple  alliance  had  given  a  check  to  the  power  of  France,  and 
their  mediation  had  been  accepted  in  the  treaty  of  Aix-la*Cha* 
pelie,  they  were  pleafed  to  arrogate  to  themfelves  the  fole  ho^ 
nour  of  giving  peace  to  Europe,  and  of  being  arbiters  amohg 
contending  princes  **  Here,  however,  it  muft  be  owned,  that, 
in  making  war  upon  them  at  this  jun£lure,  king  Charles  ^Stcd 
too  much  under  the  £re£b*on  of  French  counfels.  lie  had 
about  him  the  worft  fet  of  miniflers  that  eve^  cuirfed  this,  or, 
perhaps,  any  other  nation.  Men  of  different  failhsy  (if  bad 
ftatefmen  have  any),  and  who  agreed  only  in  promoting  thofe 
arbitrary  aAs,  which,  while  they  feemed  to  ihake  thei^  knafter 
gfQat,  in  reality  ruined  his,  and,  if  they  coald  have  been  fup-» 
ported,  would  have exaked  their  powers 

This  infamous  crew  (for  however  decked  with  titles  by  thrir 
flrfafter,  no  £ngli(hman  will  tranfmit  their  names  to  pofterity  with 
honour)  were  then  called  the  caeaL  :  and  thefe  engaged  the 
king  to  liften  to  the  propofitions  of  his  moft  Chriilian  tnajefty^ 

c  Tbii  was  vtry  tAwh  iiUYRecl  00  in  thofk  iSays,  ttidl  the  rtther^  btfcanfethiogi 
•f  a  like  natnra  were  pra^tifcd  by  the  Datch  in  Raffia  aia^  other  pta^ei.  A(  id 
the  UCt  before  ai,  we  haVe  a  lon^  detail  of  it  In  voytges  de  Jean  Biprifle  Ta-< 
fernicr,  vol.  i.  p.  775*  tt  ta  Inentioiie^  by  Bafiiage,  tome  1.  p.  8o(  and  de 
KenvlUe,  who  both  own,  that  if  was  a  bafe  aftd  lujjaflidfbte  outrage.  Inflead; 
how«ver,  of  attrib«titog  tbit  to  the  D^ilth  nattor,  we  oogbt  tn  jiifii^  to  refer  it 
t»  the  rpirit  of  the  dk  Witte  mioiftry,  whkfc  wal  its  trtte  foufce.  d  Gerar  j 

Vio  Lodo  hfOoire  metalliqae  del  Pay*  Bai^  tom^  iii.  p<  1 7;  i;t.  <  Ttie 

candid  and  imjuifitive  rftader^  if  d«rirecii  6f  |(oin^  to  the  bottom  of  tiiitt  m*^ 
coofult  the  very  tn^iiidiift  Sir  Lilian  ^oveiicry^t  EngUnJ's  appeal  froa  the 
prtfau  cabal  at  Whitehall  to  the  great  council  of  the  nationi  LodJm))  167J,  410. 

who^ 


^|bo,  af  h^  had  bcfor;  dccetve4  him  to  fiirv^  the  Datcbj  ib  he 
|)QW  ofoed  to  deceive  t^e  Patch  to  gratify  our  king ;  !fmd  that 
^h^^;3  m^  not  he(^tatc  a^  thU  ftqp,  Louis  le  grand  betrayed 
)(is  creature  d<|  \f  itte,  aud  diC^eri^d  a  prpje^  be  t^ad  (ent  hiiD» 
Qjf  ^tping  into  an  o^epfiye  aU)9nci^  9g^ft  £qgiand }  whicht 
yitb  other  a^tic^  fac  his  privs^tf  adufiuige^  moft  UAhappilj  de«. 
tp^xnincd  our  monarch  fp  ^ke  a  ftcp  prejudicia4  lo  the  Prot^ftint 
|pt^e^»  repugnant  to  fhat  of  this  n^itipq,  a^4  dange^oi^^  19  the 
balance  pf  power  io  ^iv^pef^ 

fijr  virtui  of  if  cret  engagements  with  E^anoe,  |hia  iifar  waii  t<i 
Old  in  the  total  d^ftra^^oa  of  i^f  ffpublic  of  Holland*  ?art  ^f 
her  dominions  Was  to  be  added  tp  tbol^  pf  Frapice»  ^nd  the  reft 
|o  fall  to  the  fhare  of  England.  In  order  to  have  a  pretence  for 
Jireaking  with  thjpn^,  t^ic  captaio  of  the  Merlin  yacbt^  with  Sir 
iff  Mm  Temple's  lady  on  boai^j  h^d  dire£Uoas  to  pafs  thrPwgl^ 
the  Dutch  ^eet  in  thp  cbannel»  and^  on  t^eif  not  ftriking  to  hi| 
flag,  was  coxno^ded  to  (ire,  which  he  did  |  ytut,  this  not  being 
thought  enough^  ira^  blamect  inft^d  of  bein^  rewarded  for  it  i 
and,  for  iiot  fufl^f iently  aflert^ig  the  J^'s  right,  he  ^ra^  on  his 
arrival  in  'EjogUadj^  committed  to  the  Tovi^<r  f .  The  pretence, 
Jhoirerer.  thus  {bqured,  the  Fxc;nch  next  undertook  to  lull  the 
Dutch  aileepy  1^  they  had  done  us,  nfben  our  Ihips  were  bnmc 
^t  Ci\atham ;  and  tbi%  ^^t  they  performed,  by  offering  their  me- 
diaticMf  to  accom^^;u>d9t)P  tha(  difference  which  they  bad  procured^ 
and  upon  which  the  exeputipn  o^  aU  their  (ehemes  depended.. 
7et  de  Witte  tru^  to  'this»  tilJ^  ta  ^he  dupe  of  IVance»  aiid  she 
fcour^e  of  his  c^wn  f^atiquj,  £ie  feU  %  facriJCiee  to  the  fury  of  an 
enraged  people.  The  war  once  fefblved  ofh  Sir  Roben  Hohnetn 
who  began  the  f^xnxcr  by  his  reprtfals  in  Otyincai  had  orders  to 
^peo  t^is  toox  tbough  af  he  did  that»  withput  any  previous  de-i 
darationf  by  attacking  the  Smvrna  fleet. 

This  fquadron  of  his  major's  (hips  was  commanded  by  Sir 
Robert,  who  hpifted  bis  fiag  in  the  St.  Michael,  as  admiral  i  tbe 

f  "^h^  ctbtl  wai  a  word  Tcry  luckily  chofeo,  Coce  !t  was  compofcd  of  the  ioU 
•ial  kCccrt  of  UicircirUf/ which  were 'ClilTbrd,  A(bley,  fi uckiosham,  Arlington^ 
■0d  lAaderdale.  As  to  the  jaftice  of  my  accoont  of  tbcniy  the  reader  maycoo^. 
^\t  Kennet,  Xchard,  lUpio,  Temple,  Parker,  fiuroct^  and  Caiu't  \iS^  of  (bG| 
duke  of  Ormonde, 

f  Lord  Arliogtofi's  ktterr,  fol.  il.  p.  331^    Sir  Willian  TtiBpTe*s  works.  , 
Tfit  u.  |L  a4V- 

carl 
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earl  of  Oflbry  in  the  Refblotion,  as  Ttccadmiral ;  and  Sir  Fret* 
chevillc  Hollesi  as  rear-admiral|  in  the  Cambridge.  They  cruiZfr 
ed  in  the  channel  on  purpofe  to  execute  this  fcheme,  of  wfatch> 
tioweTer,  the  Dutch  had  fome  notice^  and  Tent  advice^boata  to 
direft  their  fleet  to  fteer  northwards.  But  thefe  inftm&iQns  cane' 
too  late;  for'  they  were  already  fo  br  adranced,  that  it  was 
thought  more  dangerous  to  return  than  to  proceed,  and  therefore 
in  a  council  of  war  it  was  refolved  to  hold  on  their  courfe*  On 
the  13th  of  March  five  of  our  frigates  fell  in  with  this  £eety 
which  tonfifted  of  about  fifty  fail  of  merchant- (hips,  and  an  e& 
cort  of  fix  men  of  war.  When  the  Englifli  vefiTels  came  near 
them,  they  fired  in  order  to  make  them  firike,  and  lower  their 
topfails,  which  they  refufed  to  do  \ 

Upon  this  the  fight  began,  which  lafted  tiH  night,  and  was 
lenewed  the  next  morning,  when  the  Dutch  fleet  was  in  a  man* 
ner  ruined  j  five  of  their  richeft  merchant^men  were  made  prizes, 
their  rear-admiral  was  boarded  by  captain  John  Holmes,  iMrother 
to  the  admiral)  and  taken,  but  foon  after  funk,  and  the  reft  of 
the  men  of  war  were  very  rudely  bandied  K  The  Dotch  hifto- 
rxans,  however,  fet  a  good  face  upon  the  matter,  and  fay,  that 
their  feamen  behaved  very  bravely.  This  is  true,  but  they  fu£>> 
fered  deeply  for  all  that }  and  befides,  this  was  the  beginning  of 
hoftilities,  and  a  neceflary  prelude  to  the  war.  So  the  ftater 
underftood  it,  and  immediately  difpatched  deputies  hitlieri  and 
to  the  French  king,  to  fue  for  peace  K 

In  this,  as  in  the  former  difpute  with  the  Dotch,  fuch  fiiips 
as  had  been  detained  in  port  were  difmifled  on  both  fides,  and, 
in  the  midft  of  a  cruel  war,  the  Dutch  profofiTed  all  imaginable' 
eftecm  for  the  Englifli  nation ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  king 
Charles  offered  his  royal  prote£Uon  to  fiKh  as  thought  fit  to' 
quit  their  country  in  its  prefent  calamitous  Ctuation,  and  take' 

k  Onroerd  Kederlant,  1.  deet.  M.  S5.  Birnige  annaks  des  pwvinccf  antes, 
tome  ii  p.  193.  Coke*s  detc^ion  of  the  four  taft  rd^ni,  part  iL  p.  67.  Viede 
Ruyter,  part  ii.  p.  1.  where  the  reader  mav  find  the  rcladoa  of  captain  Tflel* 
ttioyde,  who,  after  the  death  of  commodore  Hayet,  commaoded  the  Dutch 
liect*  t  Philips*!  continuation  of  Heath's  chronicle,  p.  sBa.    Reanet't 

litft«ry  of  England,  wol,  iis.  p.  310.    Echard,  p.  679.    Sir  WiUiam  Temple's 
works,  vol.  ii.  p.  sjo.  k  Bafnage  annales  dcs  provinces  unies,  tome  ii« 

p.  193.  i.e  CIcrc  biftoire  des  pro^cet  anies,  tome  iii.  lif.  15*  p.  atf4*  Ncuviile 
liitloirs  4e  HoUande,  tome  it.  p.  ao,  si. 

flielte];» 
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{nelter  in  liis  dominions'.  The  war  was  folemnly  declared  on 
\he  28th  6£  March,  1672,  in  the  cities  of  London  and  Weft- 
minfter  ^^^  and  great  pains  were  taken  to  impofe  upon  the  world 
a  grofs  and  groundlefs  notion,  that  it  was  undertaken  at  the  in^ 
ftance»  or  at  leaft  with  the  concurrence  of  the.people  in  general ; 
whereas  they  knew  their  iritereft  too  Well  not  to  difcern  how 
little  this  meafure  agreed  with  it ;  and  thereibrCi  though  the 
king  had  then  a  parliament  much  to  his  mind*  yet  he  found  it 
extremely  difficult  to  obtain  fupplies,  while  the  Dutch,  in  the 
midft  of  all  their  miferies,  went  on  receiving  Gxty  millions  of 
fcheir  money  (which  is  between  five  ind  fix  millions  of  oturs)  an^ 
hually  firom  their  fubje^ts.  So  great  difference  there  is  between 
taxes  levied  by  authority,  and  money  chearfuUy  paid  to  preferve 
the  commonwealth  \ 

The  French  king,  thlt  he  might  feem  to  perform  his  treaty 
With  the  Engliih  better  than  that  which  in  the  former  war  he 
made  with  the  Dutch,  fent  the  crount  d'Eflrees,  vice-admiral  of 
France,  with  a  large  fquadron^  to  join  the  Englifh  fleet.  He 
arrived  at  St.  Helen's  on  the  3d  of  May }  and  immediately  after- 
wards the  king  went  down  to  Fortfmouth,  and,  to  flicw  his 
confidence  in  his  new  ally,  went  on  board  the  ihip  of  the  French 
admiral,  where  he  remained  fome  hours.  Our  fleet  in  a  fhort 
time  failed  to  the  Downs,  the  duke  of  York,  as  high-admiral, 
wearing  the  ired,  and  the  earl  of  Sandwich  the  blue.    Soon  after 

1  Phitips*f  continuacion  of  Heath*s  chronicle,  p.  585*  Ludlow's  memoirs, 
▼ol.  iii.  p.  141,  An  order  of  priVy  coaocil,  giving  orders  to  the  com'mifltoners 
of  pntes  to  releafe  all  Dutch  (hipr,  ^oods,  and  merchandizes,  fetied  in  any  of 
his  majefty*!  p<»rts  before  the  declaration  of  the  war,  or  which  yoluntarily  came 
io  thkher^  togiether  with  all  pcrfoni  belonging  to  the  fame.  And  giving  free  leave 
to  all  Datch  metthants  or  others  to  depart  the  kingdom,  if.  they  thinly  fit,  with* 
oot  any  incumbrance  or  moleftation,  dated  Whitehall,  May  15,  itf )!,  fA.  Baf- 
nage,  toAie  ii.  Le  Clerc  hifloire  des  provinces  unic*,  tome  iii  liv.  1$.  Ncuville, 
coaie  iv.  ch.  4.  See  alfo  his  majelly^s  gracions  declaration  for  the  encouraging 
the  fobjeds  of  the  united  provinces  of  the  Low  Countries  to  tranfport  themrdves 
With  their  eHates,  and  to  fettle  in  this  his  majefty's  kingdom  of  England.  Given 
»C  Whitehall^  the  11th  of  June,  t6U,  ^ol.  "  His  majcfty  king  Chailcs  the 

Becond*s  detlaration  againll  the  ftates-general  of  the  united  provinces  of  the  Low 
Coiiotries:  pUbliihed  by  the  advice  of  his  privy  cooncti,  1^71,  fol.  Lord  Ar- 
liagton's  letters,  vol.  ii.  p.  jdi.  0  Colnmna  rod  rata,  p.  115*     Bafnage 

annales  de^  provinces  unic«,  tome  ii.  p.  194.  Le  Clerc  hiftoire  des  provinces 
ttnies,  tome  iii.  liv.  15.  Hwuvi'lc  hidoire  de  Hollande,  come  iv.  ch.  4.  and  other 
Dutch  hidortanr. 

Vol- It.  S  the 
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the  French  fquadron  joined  them,  their  admiral  bearing  the  white 
flag ;  and  then  the  fleet  confided  of  one  hundred  and  one  fail  of 
men  of  war,  befides  fire-ihips  and  tenders.  Of  thefe  the  Englifli 
had  fixty-five  fhips  of  war,  and  on  board  them  four  thoufand 
ninety-two  pieces  of  cannon,  and  twenty-three  thouCind  five 
hundred  and  thirty  men.  The  French  fquadron  confifted  of 
thirty-fix  fail,  on  board  of  which  were  one  thou&nd  nine  hun- 
dred twenty-fix  pieces  of  cannon,  and  about  eleven  thoufand 
men.  The  Dutch,  in  the  mean  time,  were  at  f^a  with  a  verjr 
confiderable  fleet,  confiding  of  ninety-one  ftout  men  of  war^ 
ififty-rfour  fire-fhips,  and  twenty-three  yachts.  On  the  9th  of 
May  they  were  feen  off  Dover,  and  the  1 3th  of  the  fame  month 
a  Dutch  fquadron  chaced  the  Gloucefter,  and  fome  other  ihip6> 
under  the  cannon  of  Sheernefs  **. 

The  Engliih  fleet  were  at  anchor  in  Solebay,  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  of  May,  when  the  Dutch  fell  in  with  them,  and,  if  they 
had  not  fpent  too  much  time  in  council,  had  certainly  furprifed 
them.  As  it  was,  many  of  the  Englifh  captains  were  forced  to 
cut  their  cables,  in  order  to  get  time  enough  into  the  line  of 
battle.  The  engagement  began  between  feven  and  eight  in  the 
morning,  when  de  Ruyter  attacked  the  red  fquadron  in  the  cen- 
ter, and  engaged  the  admiral,  on  board  of  which  was  his  royal 
highnefs  the  duke  of  York,  for  two  hours,  forcing  his  highnefs  at 
laft  to  remove  to  another  (hip.  The  Dutch  captain.  Van  Brakell, 
attacked  the  earl  of  Sandwich  in  the  Royal  James;  and  while 
they  were  engaged,  almoft  all  the  fquadron  of  Van  Ghent  fell 
upon  the  earl's  fhips.  His  lordfhip  behaved  with  amazing  intre- 
pidity, killed  admiral  Van  Ghent  himfelf,  funk  three  firo-(hips 
and  a  man  of  war,  that  would  have  laid  him  on  board ;  but 
then  having  loft  all  his  officers,  and  two  thirds  of  his  men,  his 
battered  f}>ip  was  grappled,  and  fet  on  fire  by  a  fourth  fire-fhip« 
Some  of  his  men  efcaped;  yet  the  earl  continued  on  board  till 
the  flames  furroundcd  him,  where  he  perifhed ;  but  left  behind 
him  a  name  immortal,  and  which  will  ever  be  revered  by  fuch 

^  It  is  generaUy  believed,,  and  indeed  with  good  reafoD,  that  coant  d*£Arees 
had  orders  to  look  oi»  rather  than  frght^  a  conduct  agreeable  to  that  which  had 
been  porfucd  by  the  dme  court  in  the  former  war,  when  chef  pretended  to  aflElV 
tiie  Datch ;  as  the  reader  may  potceivey  by  comparing  «bat  is  here  faid  wkh  the 
«tcrount«bcfore  giten,  p.  5^4. 
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as  edeem  the  valour  of  an  officer,  the  capacity  of  a  ftatefman, 
or  the  integrity  of  a  patriot  p. 

The  death  of  their  admiral,  with  the  furious  attack  of  part 
of  the  blue  fquadron,  coining  in,  though  too  late,  to  the  earl 
of  Sandwich's  affiftance,  threw  this  part  of  the  Dutch  fleet, 
which  had  been  commanded  by  Van  Ghent,  into  very  great  con- 
fiifion,  and  forced  them  to  ftand  off.  This  gave  an  opportunity 
for  the  blue  fquadron  to  join  the  red,  and  to  affift  the  duke  of 
York ;  who,  deferted  by  the  French,  was  in  the  utmofl  danger 
of  being  opprefled  by  the  two  fquadrons  of  de  Ruyter  and  Ban- 
kert.  About  this  time  Cornelius  Evertz,  vice-admiral  of  Zea-» 
land,  was  killed,  and  de  Ruyter  and  AUemond  narrowly  cfca- 
ped  being  burnt  by  fire-fhips ;  but,  when  the  Englifh  thought 
themfelves  fecure  of  victory,  the  fcattered  fquadron  of  Van 
Ghent  came  in  to  the  affiftance  of  their  countrymen,  and  agaia 
rendered  doubtful  the  fortune  of  the  day  *>• 

All  this  time  the  French,  who  compofed  the  white  fquadron, 
inftead  of  feconding  the  continued  efforts  of  the  Engliih,  kept 
as  far  out  of  danger  as  they  could,  and  left  our  fleet  to  fuftain 
the  whole  force  of  the  enemy,  at  a  difadvantage  of  three  to  two. 
fiut,  notwithftanding  this  vaft  inequality  of  numbers,,  the  fight 
continued  with  inexpreffible  obftinacy  till  towards  the  evening, 
when  vi£lory  declared  for  the  Englifh.  Five  or  fix  of  the  encf- 
xny's  fire-fhips  were  funk  by  an  Englifli  man  of  war,  and  Sir 
Jofeph  Jordan,  of  the  blue  fquadron,  having  the  advantage  of 
the  wind,  pierced  the  Dutch  ffeet,  and  thereby  fpread  through 
it  the  utmoft  confufion ;  while  a  fire-fhip  clapped  their  admiral 
de  Ruyter  on  board,  and  it  was  not  without  the  utmoft  difficul- 

P  Philips'*  coniinaarioii  of  Hetth*s  chronicle,  p.  5S4.  Parkcr*s  hiflory  of  bis 
cwo  eime^  p.  150.  Memoirs  of  John,  duice  of  Biickioghamfhirc,  in  his  workr, 
vol.  ii.  p.  14.  Ludlow*s  memoirs,  vol.  iii.  p.  Z40,  JLord  Arlinj(ton*s  letters, 
T*  I.  it.  p.  374.  A  true  relation  of  the  engagement  of  his  M»jefty*s  fi^tt,  under 
Cbc  command  of  his  r»yal  highnefs,  with  the  Dutch  fleet,  May  28,  1672,  in  4 
letter  from  Henry  Seville,  Efq;  on  board  his  royal  highncff,  to  the  earl  of  Ar* 
Kngroo,  principal  fecretary  of  (late,  dated  fiom  on  bo^rd  the  prince,  near  the 
Middle  Ground,  Jure  6,  1572,  with  a  pQi^fcript  giving  tn  account  of  the  nois- 
ber  killed  and  wounded.     Pobliflied  by  avihonty,  1671,  fol.  4  R^fnagc 

annalci  des  provinces  unies,  romc  ii,  p.  xoj,  208.  Le  Clerc  hid.  des  provinces, 
come  iii.  p.  314.  NeuviliC  hid.  de  Hollande,  tome  iv.  p.  5S»  ^*  vie  dc  Ruy(«r, 
part  ii.  p.  ^6, 

S  a  •  ty 
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ty  that  he  efcaped  being  burnt  or  taken.  As  it  grew  daxl;,  d^ 
Ruyter,  coUeAing  his  fleet  in  the  beft  order  he  coold,  fought 
retreating*,  and,  as  the  moft  authentic  of  the  Dutch  bifloriaDS 
fay,  quitted  the  place  of  fight,  and  fteered  northwards  ^ 

As  the  French  king  had  by  this  time  over-run  a  great  part  of 
their  country,  the-ftates,  by  the  advice  of  the  grand  penfionsrj 
^e  Witte,  (whofe  brother  Cornelius  *  hs^d  been  prefent  in  thi9 
£ght,  felted  under  a  canopy,  as  if  he  had  been  a  Sovereign 
prince),  affumed  to  themfelves  the  honour  of  beating  the  Eogr 
](i{h.  flowever,  they  were  fo  modei^  ae  to  make  no  rejoicings 
for  this  fuppofed  fiflory ;  and  the  diftrefs  their  affairs  were  in 
might  well  excMfe  their  departure  on  this  occafion  from  truth. 
Their  people  were  already  difpofed  to  deftroy  their  govemorSj^ 
through  madnefs,  at  the  fight  of  the  cruelties  exercifed  by  the 
French ;  and  if  to  thefe  there  had  been  joined  the  news  of  a 
defeat  at  fea,  one  can  fcarce  conceive  how  the  republic  coold 
have  been  preferved.  As  it  was,  the  populace,  inflead  of  ap-. 
plauding,  infulted  Cornelius  de  Witte  on  his  return,  and  fi-amin^ 
to  themfelves  an  imaginary  quarrel  between  him  and  de  Ruyter» 
would  willingly  have  killed  him  for  an  offence  he  never  com- 
mitted^ 

The  Englifli,  on  the  other  hand,  had  all  the  marks  that  couli^ 
be  defired  of  a  viftory,  but  very  dear-bought  viftory.  They 
parried  off  the  Stayeren,  a  large  ^utch  man  of  war ;  whereasf 

*  Memoirs  of  Sir  John  ^ercAr,  6;ironet,  p.  :^o.  l^ennet's  (tidory  of  England, 
yol.  iii.  p.  314*  £ch%rd*s  hidory  of  England,  p.  8S3,  884.  ^nnaiU  of  the  uni« 
yerfe,  p.  3^80.  B^fnage  annales  des  provinces  unies,  tome  ii.  p.  ibp.  Leyen 
yan  tie  Ruyter,  p.  ^75;. 

»  There  was  on  this  occafion  (fays  the  author  of  the  bifto^y  of  the  Dotch  war  J 
(%  fine  chair  of  ivory  pjaccd  on  an  eflrade,  covered  wiih  a  roof^  mttgnificent  cai^ 
pet,  upon  the  deck  of  the  ftiip,  called  the  Seven  United  Province!,  in  which  Ut 
Cornelius  de  ViMtte  in  a  magiQrate's  rnbe,  furrounded  with  an  officer  and  twelve 
baberdiers  in  his  own  jivery,  with  caps  on  their  heads,  decorated  with  grecfli 
and  bine  ribbons.  By  this  pompous  appearance  he  pretended  to  add  to  the  gran- 
dcur  of  the  fovereignry  of  the  ftates  he  reprefented,  to  have  an  opportnnity  of 
cb 'Serving  the  motions  of  the  fleet,  and  the  progrefs  of  the  battle,  to  animate 
hii  men,  and  to  render  the  dignity  of  plenipotentiary  a^  fea  equal  Co  that  of 
general  at  land,  both  in  fplendour  and  authority. 

t  Bafnage  annates  dies  provinces  unies,  tome  ii.  p.  107,  210.  Le  Clerc  hid. 
dc8  provinces  unies,  tome  Hi.  p.  3»i.     NeuviUc  hiiloirc  de  Hollande,  tome  it. 

^hap.  viii.     La  vie  de  Ruyter,  part  li.  p.  40,  55. 

'■■■.'•••  •  .     ^      ,  • 
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tlie  enemy  took  none  of  ours.  Tbey  kept  their  pbfti  while  de 
^yter  made  the  beft  of  his  way  home.  All  our  relations  made 
the  yiOory  clear,  though  not  of  any  great  confequence ;  while 
de  Ruyter  himfelf,  in  his  letter  to  the  ftates,  did  not  fo  much 
as  claim  it,  but  rather  tacitly  admitted  the  contrary.  Cornelius 
de  WittCj  indeed)  was  of  another  opinion  j  but  therein  his  in* 
tereft  didated  rather  than  his  judgment.  The  only  obje£lion 
Ihat  could  be  made  to  our  claim  was,  our  not  following  the 
Dutch  to  their  own  coafts ;  and,  if  we  conGder  the  ftrange  and 
•nbecoming  behaviour  of  the  French  in  the  battle,  this  will  ap- 
pear  no  obje^on  at  all. 

As  to  the  lofs,  it  was  pretty  equal  on  both  Cdes.  We  had 
ibttr  men  of  war  funk  or  difabled,  but  they  were  fmall  fhips  ; 
whereas  the  Dutch  loft  three  of  the  beft  in  their  fleet;  one  funk, 
another  burnt,  and  the  third  taken :  a  fourth,  called  the  Great 
HolUmd,  commanded  by  the  brave  captain  Brakell,  was  entirely 
difabled.  As  for  the  French,  notwithftanding  all  their  caution* 
they  loft  two  men  of  wari  and  their  rear-^admiral  M.  de  la  Ra- 
binierct  Of  peribns  of  note,  befides  the  earl  of  Sandwich, 
there  were  flain  captain  Digby  iif  the  Henry,  captain  Fearce  of 
the  St,  .George,  captain  Watcrworth  of  the  Anne,  Sir  Fretche- 
ville  HoUes,  who  commanded  the  Cambridge,  Sir  John  Fox  of 
the  Prince,  and  captain  Hannam  of  the  Triumph.  Of  our  vo- 
lunteers, there  fell  the  lord  Maidftone,  Mr.  Montague,  Sir  Phi- 
lip Carteret,  Sir  (^harles  Harboard,  two  of  the  duke  of  York's 
gentlemen  of  the  bed-chamber,  Mr.  Trevanian,  and  many  others. 
Of  private  men^  about  two  thoufand  five  himdrcd  were  killed,, 
and  as  many  wounded*  The  Dutch  did  not  think  fit  to  publifh 
any  lift,  though  their  lofs  without  queftion  was  as  great  ^  fince 
de  Ruyter  fays  in  his  letter^  <<  it  was  the  hardeft  fought  battle 
«<  that  heevcr  faw»,'' 

Moft  of  our  writers,  even  of  naval  hiftory,  pafs  over  in  filence 
the  remaining  fervice  performed  in  this  year,  becaufe  it  did  not 
anfwer  the  mighty  expectations  of  the  miniftry,  by  whom  the 


u  See  the  relatioo  written  by  Henry  StTille,  Efq)  before  cited,  p.  7*  Ken- 
jKt,  Cehard,  Borcbet.  See  moofienr  de  Witte's  lettcr^to  the  ftates  of  the  8th 
of  Jane,  s6f%t  and  that  of  de  Rafter  of  the  fame  date.  See  likewife  de  Witte's 
letter  of  the  loth  of  June  ia  la  Vie  de  Rayter,  p.  46,  49,  5a.  Le  Clerc  bi<^« 
des  prorioccs  unies^  tome  iii,  p.  3x5. 

moft 
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moft  fanguine  fchemes  were  contrived.  But,  as  truth  ought  oh 
all  occafions  to  be  preferred  to  every  thing,  fo  I  think  myfelf 
obliged  to  report  fairly  the  extravagant  defigns  in  which 
we  embarked,  and  the  means  by  which  we  were  difappointed, 
not  more  perhaps  to  our  neighbours  advantage  than  our  own ; 
for  in  fuch  wars  as  are  made  by  princes,  through  caprice,  re- 
fentment,  or  ambition,  againft  the  intercft  of  their  people,  it 
often  happens,  that  a  difappointment  of  the  former  proves  a 
kind  of  viftory  to  the  latter ''. 

On  the  return  of  the  Dutch  fleet  to  their  own  coafts,  it  was 
laid  up,  and  was  forced  to  remain  fo  for  want  of  gun- powder, 
all  that  was  on  hoard  being  fent  to  the  army.  The  ftates  per- 
ceiving their  authority  almoft  loft,  and  their  country  on  the  very 
brink  of  ruin,  refolved  once  more  to  try  the  force  of  intreatiesj 
with  which  view  they  fent  four  deputies  to  England,  and  as 
many  to  the  French  king  *.  The  buHnefs  of  the  former  was  to 
fliew  the  danger  of  the  Protcftant  religion,  the  apparent  and 
near  approaching  ruin  of  the  balance  of  Europe,  and  the  difmal 
confequences  which  muft  follow,  even  to  England,  from  the 
further  profccution  of  the  war.  As  to  the  latter,  they  were 
charged  to  offer  any  fatisfaftion  to  -his  moft  Chriftian  majefty, 
that  he  fhould  require. 

The  arrival  of  the  deputies  in  England  had  very  different  ef- 
fects ;  it  alarmed  the  court,  and  filled  the  nation  with  concern. 
The  king,  who  was  then  in  the  hands  of  the  cabal,  treated  them 
with  a  haughtinefs  as  little  agreeable  co  his  natural  temper  as  in- 
confiftent  with  his  dignity.  Inftead  of  hearing  and  giving  them 
an  anfwer  in  perfon,  as  he  was  wont  on  fuch  applications,  he 
was  pleafed  to  fend  four  of  the  cabal  to  confer  witli  them,  in 

^  Mr.  Philips  in  hii  continuation  of  Hetrh*i  chronicle,  p.  ^By.  mentioriS 
our  fleet  mining  the  Dutch  £a(l  [ndia  fbips;  as  does  alfo  the  eirl  of  Ariin^roa, 
in  hi»  letter  of  Aaguft  s,  t6yxj  bat  Tpeak  not  one  word  of  this  invafmn.  BiOiop 
Ksnnec  is  alfo  filent,  and  Burchct  truly,  becaufe  there  was  nothing  done,  feems 
unwilling  to  let  his  readers  know  there  w:s  any  thing  intended.  Mr.  ColUber,  in 
his  cclumoa  roflrata,  rehtes  the  matter  fairly,  but  in  very  few  words,  p,  xiy. 

X  Lord  Arlington's  letters,  voh  ii.  p  375.  The  Dutch  fniniOcrs,  coming 
without  leave  or  pafTport,  were,  a«  hit  lordfhip  writes,  ordered  to  Hinipto4^- 
court,  there  to  remain  till  the  king'(hoold  think  fit  to  allow  them  an  audience, 
Bafnage  annales  dcs  provinces  ai.ies,  tome  ii.  p*  %3p>  25X1  La  vie  de  Ruytcf, 
part  li.  p.  59* 

order 
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order  to  know  what  propofals  they  had  to  make  $  and^  after« 
ivards,  fent  over  with  them  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  the 
earl  of  Arlington,  and  the  vifcount  Halifax,  into  Holland,  as 
if  he  intended  to  treat  there ;  whereas  the  true  defign  was,  to 
be  rid  of  the  deputies,  the  fight  of  whom  drew  the  compaflion^ 
of  the  nation,  who  confidered  the  Dutch  no  longer  as  their  ri- 
Tals  in  trade,  but  as  a  Proteftant  people  iacrificed  to  a  French 
and  Fopl(h  intereft  ^. 

On  the  arrival  of  thefe  lords  in  Holland,  they  made  moft  ex* 
travagant  demands ;  fuch  as  ten  millions  of  guilders  for  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  war,  an  annual  tribute  of  one  hundred  thoufand 
for  the  liberty  of  fifhing,  the  perpetual  ftadtholderfhip  for  the 
prince  of  Orange,  and  his  iiTue  male.  All  thefe  were  moderate 
articles  to  the  tefl; ;  for  they  infifted  on  a  (hare  in  their  Eaft  In- 
dia trade,  the  pofieflion  of  the  city  of  Sluys  in  Flanders,  and  the 
iilands  of  Cadzant,  Walcheren,  Goeree  and  Voorn.  After  the 
propofal  of  thefe  intolerable  conditions,  the  duke  of  Buckingham 
and  the  earl  of  Arlington,  defefting  their  colleague,  went  away 
€0  the  French  camp,  and  there  concluded  an  agreement  in  the 
name  of  their  own  prince,  without  his  inftruflions,  with  the 
French  king,  the  principal  point  of  which  was,  that  neither 
ihould,  upon  any  terms,  make  a  feparate  peace  with  the  Dutch  >• 
As  for  the  deputies  fent  to  his  moft  Chriftian  ihajefty,  they  were 
anfwered  in  the  ftyle  of  a  conqueror,  and  fo  fent  back  to  fpread 
defpair  through  the  country,  which  they  did  fo  effeftually,  that 


f  I  have  eotered  farther  Into  thii  matter  than  I  Oiouid  othcrwife  hare  done, 
for  two  reafons.  Firft,  this  wai  the  grand  expedirioti,  and,  bad  it  taken  cfieA, 
would  have  put  an  «nd  to  the  war,  and  a  period  (o  the  republic  of  HolUnd. 
Lewis  XIV.  was  in  Utrecht,  the  bi(hop  of  Munfter  before  Grooingen,  and,  had 
the  £ngU(h  landed,  the  Zealanders  were  inclined  to  fuboiit.  Secondly,  this  waf 
apparently  the  favourite  fcheme  of  the  cabal.  Shaftfbury  at  home  preached  vp 
openly  the  deftruOion  of  Holland.  Buckingham  and  Arlington  were  abroad,  in* 
leut  on  putting  his  doctrine  in  praAice.  This  attempt  therefore  was  critical,  and 
its  mifcarriage  faved  Holland  certainly,  Britain  confcquentially,  and  very  pro* 
bahly  'all  Europe ! 

s  Lord  Arlington's  letters,  to],  it.  p.  378.  This  whole  affair  is  very  fairly 
dated  in  the  complete  hiftory  of  England,  vol,  iii.  p.  315-^318,  where,  from 
lecretary  Coventry's  remarks,  it  looks  as  if  thefe  lords  a£led  in  tlieir  negociacton 
with  the  French  king,  rather  as  deputies  from  the  cabal,  than  as  amba(Udor« 
from  Charles  II.  ^u\d,  from  what  followed,  one  wouJd  icna^iuc  the  king,  too,  faw 
their  C'iikiu^  ir.  this  light. 

the 
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the  inhabitants  drew  from  thence  for  their  fafety ;  for,  feeihg  lid 
hopes  of  liYing  any  better  than  in  flavery,  they  generouily  re* 
folved  to  lay  aCde  all  treaties^  and  to  die  free  *. 

In  the  mean  time  the  French  and  EngliOi  fleets,  being  perfe£b^ 
ly  refitted,  and  the  latter  having  taken  on  board  a  large  body  df 
land-forces,  failed  again  for  the  Dutch  coafts,  with  a  defign  to 
make  a  defcent  on  Zealand,  the  only  province  into  which  the 
French  had  not  carried  their  arms  by  land.  Here  they  found 
the  Dutch  fleet;  but,  not  thinking  proper  to  attack  them  among 
the  fand^they  deferred  the  execution  of  their  defign,  and  block-  ^ 
cd  up  the  Maefe  and  Texel;  which  de  Ruyter  (having  ftridl  or* 
ders  from  the  ilates  not  to  hazard  a  battle)  faw  with  concern, 
yet  wanted  power  to  prevent.  The  duke  of  York  was  refolved 
to  debark,  on  the  ifle  of  Tezel  ^,  the  body  of  troops  on  board 
his  fleet*  The  occaflon  was  favourable  in  all  reipe<^i  the 
French  and  the  blfhop  of  Munfler  were  in  the  heart  of  the 
Dutch  territories,  fo  that  no  great  force  could  be  drawn  togc* 
-  ther  to  refill  them  on  fliore ;  and  the  coafl  was  fo  low  and  flat, 
that  it  looked  as  if  nothing  but  a  fuperior  force  could  have  fccu« 
red  the  Dutch  from  this  invafion. 

It  was  upon  the  3d  of  July  this  refolution  was  taken;  and  it 
was  intended,  that  their  forces  fhould  have  landed  the  next 
flood.  But  Providence  iuterpofed  in  favour  of  a  free  people^ 
and  faved  them  from  a  yoke  which  feemed  already  to  prefs  upoa 
their  necks.  The  ebb,  inftead  of  fix,  continued  twelve  hours« 
which  defeated  the  intended  defcent  for  that  time,  and  the  florai^ 
that  rofe  the  night  following,  forced  the  fleet  out  to  fea,  where 
.they  flruggled  £)r  fome  time  with  very  foul  weather,  and,  the 
opportunity  being  quite  lofl*,  returned,  without  performing  any 
thing  of  confequence,  to  the  Englifh  ihore.  The  Dutch  clergy 
magnified  this  accident  into  a  miracle  y  and,  though  fome  of  our 
writers  have  thereupon  arraigned  them  of  fuperftition,  yet  I  mufl 
own,  I  think  their  excefs  of  piety,  in  this  refpeA,  very  pardon-* 


*  Bafoage  tnnaies  des  proYineer\in}et,  tome  !}.  p.  941,  245.  Le  Clerc  hifl. 
dec  provincos  unief,  tome  iii.  liv.  15.  Neuville  hift.  de  HoUandci  torn.  ir.  liv*. 
xiii.  xW,  p.  110,  148.     La  vie  de  Royter,  part  ti.  p.  60. 

^  The  Texel,  though  a  fmall  iflind,  is  yet  the  toofl  confiderabk  of  thofe 
which,  lying  in  a  ftraight  line  in  t^e  German  oce«n,  cuver  th^mouth  uf  the  Zuy. 
der  zee. 

able} 
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ablci  efpedally  if  we  confidcr,  there  could  not  be  a  higher 
ftroke  of  policy,  at  that  time,  than  to  perfuade  a  nation,  ftrug- 
giing  againd  fuperror  enemies,  that  they  were  particularly  fa« 
voured  by  Heaven  ^, 

After  this  difappointroent,  there  was  no  other  a£lion  thought 
of  at  fea  for  this  year,  except  the  fending  Sir  Edward  Spragge, 
with  a  fqiiadi-on^  to  dillurb  the  Dutch  herring-fifhery ;  which 
he  performed  with  i  degree  of  moderation  that  became  fb  great 
a  man,  contentihg  himfelf  with  taking  one  of  their  vefiels^  when 
he  faw  that  ^as  fufl^cient  to  difperfe  the  reil  ^.  But  while  the 
war  feemed  to  l}umber  in  Europe,  it  raged  fufficiently  in  the 
Weft  and  Eaft  Indies. 

Sir  Tobias  Bridges,  with  five  or  fix  ihlps^  and  a  regiment  of 
foot,  from  Barbadoes;  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  illand  of 
Tobago,  taking  about  four  hundred  prifonei^,  and  five  hundred 
flaves*.  On  the  bther  fide,  the  Dutch,  with  five\>r  fix  hun- 
dred men,  pofleiTed  themfelves  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Etelena,  ly. 
ing  off  the  coaft  of  Africa  j  for  the  fort  not  being  defenfible  on 
the  land^fide,  the  Engliih  governor  and  his  people,  aftei:  having 
feveral  times  repiilfed  the  enemy,  retired  with  all  their  valuable 
eSe£b  on  board  feme  Eriglifh  and  French  (hips;  as.  finding  it 
impoffible  to  preferve  t]\e  iiland  after  their  landing.  But  com- 
modore Monday;  being  fent  with  four  men  of  war,  to  convoy 
the  Engllfli  Eaft  India  fleets  perceiving  oh  his  airrival  at  St.  He- 
lena whiat  had  happened j  refolved  to  attemjpt  retaking  it  t  he 
Was  the  rather  induced  to  this  refoliition,  from  his  watit  of  frefli 
Water.     Accbrdinglyi  landing  fome  men  oh  that  fide  of  the 

6  BaChage  tnnalet  det  provinces  aniet^  tome  ii.  p.  264.  wfiere  this  estraofili* 
nsry  acctdebt  is  jufUy  fiated,  and  -fairly  accounted  for.  The  wonder  di(i  not 
confift  fo  much  in  an  ebb  of  twelve, hours,  as  in  the  time  in  which  it  happened  ; 
JTor,  thongh  the  like  has  fallen  out  before  and  lince  about  rhe  equinoyci,  ypi  in 
loly  it  never  happened  but  at  this  janAore,  when  the  fwelling  of  the  waters  in 
the  Y  and  the2ayder-kce  repelled  the  flood.  Lord  Arling!on  in  hjs  letters  of 
Aognft  29.  and  September  26',  1672,  mentions  the  bad  weather,  but  raket  no 
notice  of  the  ebbing  of  the  water.  d  |>hilips*s  continuation  ofHeath'^ 

khroBicle,  p.  568.^  Lofd  Arlinjgton's  letters,  vol.  ti.  p.  388.  *  This  iiliod^ 

u^ieh  belonged  of  right  to  the  crown  of  England,  was  however  feized  and  fe€> 
tied  (during  our  troubles)  hj  the  Dutch,  who  beftowed  upon  it  the  name  of  New 
Walchrren,  ind  rendi^red  it  a  populous,  proQ«erous,  and  profitaKe  plzotitifm, 
ict  Roehcfbrt,  hiftoire  naturclle  des  iflrs  Antilles,  p.  7. 

Vol.  II.  T  iiland 
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illand  vrhich  \s  moft  acceffible,  and  at  the  fame  time  attacking' 
tlie  fort  with  his  (hips,  be  eafily  fucceeded  in  his  defign  f . 

The  ifhnd  being  thus  recovered,  it  ferved  the  Engliih  as  a  net 
to  inclofe  and  take  the  enemy's  (hips,  for  a  Dutch  Eaft  India 
teflel,  called  the  EoropCi  coming  to  St.  Helena,  with  a  new 
governor  on  board)  was  feized.  And  foon  after  fix  others  ap- 
pearing in  fight  of  the  iiland,  the  Englifli  commodore,  the  bet- 
ter to  confirm  them  in  the  opinion  that  their  countrymen  were 
ftill  in  pofleflion,  caufed  the  Dutch  flag  to  be  difplayed  from  the 
Ibrt  i  which  ftratagem  had  fo  good  an  eSk£i,  that  the  Eaft  India 
ihips  approaching  nearer,  their  vice-admiral  and  rear-admiral 
were  taken,  with  an  immenfe  quantity  of  filver  on  board ;  as  the 
reft  would  like  wife  have  been,  had  not  the  Englifli  difcovered 
ihemfelves  fomewhat  too  fbon.  On  the  other  fide,  the  Hollan- 
ders, who  attempted  the  iiland  of  Bombay,  were  repuUed  with 
gfeat  lofs }  but  near  Mafialpatnam,  thirteen  Dutch  men  of  war, 
and  fome  other  veffels,  being  raflily  engaged  by  ten  Englifli  {hips, 
partly  men  of  war,  and  partly  merchantmen,  there  happened  a 
long  and  bloody  fight,  which  ended  with  the  death  of  the  Dutch 
ticc-admif  al  John  Frcderickfon,  and  the  taking  of  three  Englifli 
tnerchant  fliips.  So  that  the  lofs  of  the  two  nations  was  pretty 
equal,  though  poifibly  the  Dutch  efteemed  themielves  gainers  •• 

All  this  time  coknmerce  in  general  fufiered  exceedingly  on 
both  fides :  noble  plantations  were  ruined;  and  the  French,  who 
before  this  war  had  very  little  (kill  in  navigation,  and  (carce  at 
all  underftood  the  art  of  fighting  at  fea,  as  their  own  writers 
confefs,  improved  wonderfully  in  both,  at  the  joint  expence  of 
Britain  and  Holland.  Thus  their  felf-interefted  politic^  end 
was  plainly  anfwercd,  while  the  maritime  powers  were  fighting 
with^  and  weakening  each  other,  and  this,  too,  a$  much  againft 


f  Dapper,  defcription  de  TAfriqite,  p.  4^5.  where  thcf  »cellef»cy  of  the  tir, 
the  variety  of  fine  fruits,  and  the  coinmodbos  fituation  of  thii  ifland,  are  ump\f 
expUificd.  It  was  (the  Dutch  having  poflelTcd  themfeivet  of  the  Cape  at  Good' 
Hope)  fctilcd  by  the  Englifii  fall  lodia  CompaDy  about  twelve  years  before. 
C  PhiUps*s  contiouation  of  Heath*s  chronicle,  p'.  $91.  Lord  Ariingtoo^s  letters, 
vol.  ii.  p.  415.  A  relation  of  the  retaking  of  the  iflaod  of  St.  Helena,  and  three 
Dutch  Saft  India  (hips,  pablifbed  by  authority,  1573,  foK  Annils  of  the  unl- 
Jitfe,  p.  joo.    Coiumoa  roftrata,  p.  130,  %ji, 

their 
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their  Inclinations  a$  their  interefisj  which  it  is  neceflary  for  us  to 
Ihew**, 

As  the  rancour  which  the  Dutch  had  difcovered  againft  the 
Englifli,  and  their  moft  unjuftiihible  behaviour  in  refpe^l  to  the 
infults  offered  to  the  king's  pcrfon,  were  not  fo  much  owing  to 
their  own  prejudices  as  to  the  arts  of  the  de  Wittcs  ^  and  as 
they  phunly  faw,  that  this  war  and  all  its  mifcries  came  upon 
them  through  the  vanity  of  their  governors^  and  from  the  refcnt- 
ment  king  Charles  ftiU  had  for  the  a£Hon  at  Chatham,  contrived 
by  John,  and  executed  by  Cornelius  de  Witte  ^  fo  they' turned 
their  rage  upon  thefe  two  brothers,  and  the  reft  of  their  faAioQj 
obliged  the  ftates  to  repeal  the  perpetual  cdiBt,  which  followed 
the  concluiioo  of  the  laft  war,  and  took  away,  the  office  of 
ftadtholder  for  ever;  advanced  the  prince  of  Orange  to  that 
high  dignity,  and  foon  after,  in  a  fit  of  popular  iury,  barbaf 
roufly  murdered  the  de  Wittes ;  as  if  the  blood  of  thefe  men 
could  have  reftored  that  peace,  which,  in  truth,  but  for  their 
fchemes  had  never  been  loft.  In  order  to  be  convinced  of  this, 
the  reader  need  only  confult  the  {ecret  refolutlons  of  the  ftates- 
general,  during  his  miniftry,  which  are  publiflied ;  his  letters^ 
and  his  maxims,  all  which  clearly  prove  his  jealoufy  of,  and  a<- 
verfion  to,  this  nation.  The  truth  is,  like  too  many  great  mi* 
nifters,  he  deceived  himfelf  intt  an  opinion,  that  what  was  re- 
quiiite  to  fupport  his  adminiftration,  was  effentially  neceilary  to 
the  fecurity  of  his  country.  Upon  this  rock  he  fplit,  ruine4 
himfelf,  and  brought  the  republic  to  the  brink  of  deftru£tion« 

Nay,  to  ihew  how  thoroughly  they  were  cured  of  thofe  fatal 
prepofieiBons,  which  had  brought  upon  them  the  naval  force  of 
fo  potent  a  neighbour,  the  people,  on  the  firft  arrival  of  the 
Englifh  ambafladors,  thronged  about  them,  and  cried  out, 
c<  God  blefs  the  king  of  England  I  God  blefs  the  prince  of 
^<  Orange  I  and  the  devil  take  the  ftates."  They  hoped,  an4 
with  great  reafon,  that  thefe  teftimonies  of  their  fincere  defire 
of  peace,  the  ruin  of  the  Louveftein  faAion,  and  the  advance«* 
ment  of  bis  nephew,  the  prince  of  Orange*  would  have  paci^ 
£ed  our  king ;  and  they  were  infinitely  concerned  when  they 

h  BaAiage  tnnalei  des  provinces  nnies,  tome  ti.    Le  Ckrc'hift.  ^  provincec 
mnicii  tomeiti,  lir.  15.    Ncuville  hid,  de  Hoilande,  tome  iy.  \v(,  i^. 

Ta  ii^ad 
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found  ttiemfelYes  miftnken.  They  did  not,  however,  as  befbr^ 
vent  their  fpleen  in  violent  zCks  of  peribnal  malice,  or  difrefpe^^ 
towards  the  king ;  but  contented  themfelves  with  carrying  on 
the  war  with  courage  and  refolution,  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
omitted  no  opportunity  of  fignifying  their  earned  deiire  of 
peace  K  ' 

'In  England,  the  credit  of  the  cabal,  which  (lad  been  long  lofl; 
with  the  people,  began  now  to  decline  alfo  with  the  king;  and 
the  parliament,  though  very  loyal,  yet  in  granting  a  large  fup* 
ply  to  the  king,  would  not  own  the  Dutch  war;  but  borrowed 
^n  expreffioii  from  the  king's  ipeecH,  smd  declared  what  they 
gave  to  be  for  the  king's  extraordinary  occasions.  The]r 
likewife  fell  warmly  upon  matters  of  religion,  and  paiTed  an  acl, 
fince  fufficiently  famous  under  the  title  of  the  test  ;  which 
putting.it  out  of  the  power  of  the  PapiAs  to  continue  in  any 
public  employments,  lord  Cliflford  was  foon  after  obliged  tq 
quit  the  tresifury,  and  the  duke  of  York  immediately  decline4 
tbe  command  of  the  fleet  ![• 

Tiiefe  were  changes,  which  had  a  natural  tendency  to  bring 
things  about  again  into  their  proper  fpheres  \  yet  the  Dutch  war 
was  carried  on  for  another  year  through  the  influences  of  their 
councils  who  began  it,  and,  which  muft  appear  extremely  fin-., 
gnlar  to  any  man  who  is  a  ftraog|r  to  the  arts  praflifed  in  courts, 
the  very  people  who  promoted  the  war,  fccretly  pra£ti(ed  the  de- 
feat of  thofe  meafures  by  which  alone  it  could  be  purfued  with 
honour.  For  this  I  know  cf  no  reafons  that  have  been  afligned^ 
and  therefore  I  venture  to  fpeak  my  own  opinion,  that  it  pro- 
ceeded from  a  deiire  in  the  minifbry  to  gain  a  pretence  for  ma- 
king a  peace,  from  fome  want  of  fuccef^  in  the  wai*!  when  it 
was  to  be  carried  on  under  the  command  of  prince  Rupert^  who» 
though  he  was  two  wife  to  be  fond  of  this  fervice,  was  yet  too 
honcil  and  two  brave  a  man  to  negleA  his  duty  '• 

i  Barniige  annates  des  provinces  nnies,  tome  it.  p.  315.  Le  Clerc  hiftoire  det 
provinces  unics,  tctne  Hi.  liv.  15.  p.  304.  KenviUe  hiftoire  de  Holiinde,  rooie  iv. 
p.  J 76.  K,  Vander  H«c¥en,  Lceven  Dood  van  Corn,  en  Jan  de  Witte,  book  ii« 
6.  ?4<;-»370.    '  k  Andrew  MahreU*^  growth  of  Popery  and  arbitrary  power 

m  England,  London,  1678,  fo(.  '  >  Philips'^  continnation  of  Heath's  chro- 

Licle,  p.  ;9o.  Lord  Arlington's  letters,  vol.  ii.  p.  404,  405,  406,  409.  Coke*s 
'icte^ion,  vol.  ii.  p.  74,  75.  Kenncl*s  hiftory  of  Eogliuid,  vol.  iii.  p*  3x0.  Me- 
moirs of  what  pdtic-u  m  Ctuitltiidoni  frum  167%  co  1(^79,  by  Sir  Wi'liam  Temple- 

■  *   •"  Not wichllan ding 
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Notwithftanding  it  was  refolved  early  in  the  year  1673,  that 
prince  Rupert  ihould  command,  yet  no  care  was  taken  to  fit  out 
the  fleet  in  time,  and  much  lefsto  fhew  any  degree  of  confidence, 
pr  eren  complaifance,  in  fumifhing  him  with  fuch  officers  as 
were  agrjeeable  to  him.  Sir  Robert  Holmes  was  laid  afide, 
though  formerly  fo  much  carefled,  merely  becaufe  he  was  known 
to  be  in  hi«  highnels's  favour,  and  Sir  Edward  Spragge  fent  in 
his  ftead,  who  not  loi^g  afc^  went  into  France  on  a  fecret  com- 
piUGon,  without  prince  Rupert's  knowing  any  thing  of  his  hufi-g 
nefs.  'VV^ith  the  like  view,  Sir  John  Harman  was  appointed  hi$ 
yice-admiral,  when  he  was  known  to  have  furvived  the  great 
jollities  he  once  had,  and  befides  was  fo  ill  of  the  gout  when  he 
went  on  board,  that  he  was  not  «ble  to  move  either  hand  or 
foot,  or  fo  much  as  to  ftir  out  of  his  cabbin.  The  prince  ex- 
'poftulaled  in  vain  againil  thefe  ^nd  many  other  hardihips,  of 
which  he  cquM  ojbtaia  no  redrefi ;  and  therefore  in  the  begin- 
ping  of  the;  month  of  April,  hearii^  the  Dut^h  fleet  was  at  fea, 
^nd  intended  to  come  and  fm^  many  hulks  filled  with  lead  and 
ftones  in  the  mot^th  of  the  river,  he  with  much  induftry  got  to- 
gether as  many  of  the  fourth  and  fifth  rate  ihips  as  he  could,  ^n.d 
with  (ome  fire-ihip^,  failed  out  and  took  fuch  meafures  as  pre- 
vented them.  This  was  one  of  the  fchemes  laid  in  the  former 
vrar,  and,  if  the  Dutch  could  have  accompliihcd  it,  woukl  have 
been  attended  with  very  mifchievous  efie^s* 

About  the  middle  of  May  the  fleet,  though  indifferently  proi 
vided,  was  re^dy  for  the  fea ;  but  then  the  great  difficulty  was, 
how  to  JQin  Qur  good  allies,  the  French,  who  were  at  Breft^ 
and  who  freely  declared,  that  they  were  refolved  not  to  ftir  till 
^ur  fleet  was  in  the  channel.  As  the  Dutch  laboured  day  and 
night  to  ftrengthen  their  navy,  his  highnefs  faw  the  neceflity  of 
joining  the  French  early,  and  as  a  proof  of  his  high  courage,  as 
well  as  great  ikill  in  maritime  affairs,  he  pafTed  in  defiance  of  the 
enemy,  then  riding  at  the  Gun-fleet,  through  the  pafTage  called 
the  Narrow,  and  this,  too,  againft  the  wind  ^  which  fo  furpriied 
the  Dutch,  that,  feeing  the  end  of  their  lying  there  loft,  they 
iaileii  back  again  to  their  own  ports  °*. 

TJhc 

B  An  exa£t  reUtion  of  all  the  engagements  and  a^ionit  of  his  msjXly*!  fleet 
xmdcT  tbc  ccrainaod  of  his  highnefs  prii!«c  Rjipert,  au«l  of  aU  cifcumiljipces  con- 

ceining 
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The  grand  defign  of  our  court  was  the  fame  this  year  that  it 
had  been  the  laft,  that  is  to  fay,  to  make  a  puiflant  defcent  on 
the  Dutch  coaft;  and,  with  this  view,  there  wereaconiiderable 
number  of  land-troops  put  on  board  the  navy.  His  majefiy  and 
his  royal  highneis  the  duke  of  York  vifited  the  fleet  on  the  1 9th 
pf  May,  and,  in  a  council  of  war  held  in  their  prefence,  it  was 
peremptorily  itfolved  to  attack  the  enemy  even  upon. their  own 
coaft,  in  cafe  they  could  not  be  provoked  to  quit  it.  In  pnrfu- 
ance  of  this  determination,  prince  Rupert  flood  over  towards  the 
^aft  of  ^Holland,  and  found  de  Ruyter  with  the  Dutch  fleet, 
riding  within  the  (ands  at  Schonevelt,  in  a  line  between  the 
Rand  and  the  Stony*bank,  which  was  a  very  advantageous  fitu« 
^tion ;  but,  notwithftanding  that,  his  highneis  perGfted  in  his 
I'efolution  of  obeying  the  pofitive  orders  he  had  received  for  at- 
tacking them  ". 

On  the  28th  in  the  morning,  about  nine  o'clock,  a  detached 
(quadron  of  thirty-five  frigates  and  thirteen-fire-fbips  were  fent 
to  draw  the  enemy  out^  which  was  very  eafily  done ;  for  de 
Ruyter  prefently  advanced  in  good  order,  and,  the  Engliih  light 
ihips  retreating,  put  their  own  fleet  in  fome  diforder.  This  en- 
gagement happened  on  very  unequal  terms:  the  confederate  fleet 
confiiled  pf  eighty*four  men  of  war,  befides  fire-Ihips,  divided 
into  three  fquadrons,  under  the  command  of  prince  Rupert, 
count  d'Eftrees,  and  Sir  Edward  Spragge.  The  Dutch  were 
fcarce  feventy  men  of  war  and  frigates,  under  de  Ruyter,  Tromp, 
and  Bankert  <'. 

Moil  of  our  own  and  the  Dutch  hiftorians  agree,  that  the 
Englifli,  to  prevent  the  French  from  running  away^  as  they  did 
before,  intermixed  their  fliips  in  this  battle  Mrith  their  own :  but, 
in  the  account  publifiied  under  the  direction  of  princeRupert,  the 
thing  is  put  in  quite  another  light ;  for  there  it  is  faid,  that  the 
French  made  little  or  no  fail,  but  kept  in  the  rear,  though  they 
faw  the  Dutch  fleet  ftretch  to  the  north.   By  twelve  in  the  morn- 

ceroing  thti  fammer's  eipedition,  1673,  written  by  a  perfon  in  commind  of  (he 
ficet,  London,  itfrj,  4fO'  Lord  Arlington's  letters,  vol.  H.  p.  4i»»  4^7.  Sec 
memoiri  in  the  reign  of  Charles  U.  by  John,  duke  of  Btickinghamfhire,  in  hii 
w«rkf,  vol.  \u  p.  a8.  •  La  vie  de  I*  admiral  Royter,  p.  li.  p.  103,  104,  loj. 

*  Kenaet's  hiftory  of  England,  vol.  iii.  p.  323.  Echard*s  hiftory  of  England^ 
p.  893.  Annals  of  the  uoiverfe,  p.  300.  Burchet^s  oavtl  ^iftory,  p.  403.  Co* 
lumiia  roftrata,  p.  ii|. 

ing 
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ifig  the  detached  fquadron,  before  mentioned,  engaged  Van 
Tromp,  and  foon  after  the  prince  engaged  de  Rujter  almoft  two 
hours  before  the  French  began  to  fight  at  all.  Then,  fays  the 
fame  relation,  count  d*£ftrees  engaged  de  Ruyter,  but  quickly 
left  him ;  neither  did  de  Ruyter  follow  >,  ba«*went  to  the  affift- 
ance  of  Tromp,  whom  he  very  feafonably  relieved,  which  put 
an  end  to  the  feuds  which  had  been  long  fubfifting  between  them. 

The  battle  was  very  hard  fought  on  both  fides,  infomuch  that 
Tromp  (hifted  his  flag  four  times;  from  the  Golden  Lion  to  the 
Prince  on  Horfeback,  from  the  Prince  on  Horfeback  to  the  Am- 
flerdam,  and  from  the  Amftcrdam  to  the  Comet,  from  on  board 
which  he  dated  his  letter  to  the  ftates  in  the  evening.  Sir  Ed- 
ward Spragge  and  the  earl  of  Oflbry  diftinguifhed  themfeives  oa 
our  fide  by  their  extraordinary  courage  and  conduA.  Prince 
Rupert  alfo  performed  wonders,  confidering  that  his  ihip  was  in 
a  very  bad  condition,  and  took  in  fo  much  water  at  her  ports^ 
that  (he  could  not  fire  the  guns  of  her  lower  tier.  The  battle 
hfVed  tin  night,  and  then  the  Dutch  are  faid  to  have  retired 
behind  their  fands'i. 

Both  fides,  however,  claimed  the  viftory :  de  Ruyter,  in  hit 
letter  to  the  prince  of  Orange,  fays,  "  We  judge  abfolutely,  that 
«  the  vidory  is  on  the  fide  of  this  ftate  and  of  your  highnefs*^/* 
Tromp  carried  the  matter  farther,  and  reported  the  Engliih  to 
have  loft  ten  or  twelve  fliips.  Prince  Rupert,  in  his  letter  to 
the  earl  of  Arlington,  fays,  "  I  thought  it  beft  to  ceafe  the  pur- 
^<  fuit,  and  anchor  where  I  now  am  *."  As  to  the  flain  on  both 
fides  in  this  battle,  it  is  reported  the  Dutch  loft  vice-admiral 
Schram,  rear-admiral  Vlugh,  and  Gx  of  their  captains,  and  had 
one  ihip  difabled,  which  was  loft  in  her  retreat.  On  our  fide  fell 

P  An  €x»€t  relation  of  the  t^iont  of  the  fleet  under  prince  Raprrt,  p.  8,  9. 
Fhilipi'f  contmnacion  of  Heath's  chronicle,  p,  S9*»  Bafnage  annalcs  dec  pro* 
▼inoes  aotcf,  tome  ii.  p.  411.  Le  Clcrc  hiftoire  det  provtncci  unies,  tome  HL 
liv.  Zf.  p.  340.  Neuville  hiHoiie  de  HoUande,  tome  iv.  p.  170.  La  viede  Ru^* 
ter,  part  it.  p.  103. 

4  His  highncfs  prince  Rapert's  letter  to  the  cM  of  Arlington,  bis  m.je(Yy*s 
principal  iecretary  of  ftate,  from  on  board  the  Royal  Charles,  off  the  Ofterbaik, 
the  xpch  of  May,  id73,  dtftaot  from  Eaft-capel  feven  leagues,  at  one  of  the 
clock,  afternoon,  the  wind  S.  S.  W.  PubliOied  by  authoiity,  167),  fo). 

r  See  his  ]et:er  to  the  prince,  dated  the  8th  of  Jone,  1^79,  In  1^  vie  de  Ruyter, 
part  ii.  p.  xo;.  <  Letter  to  Lord  Arlington,  before  dtcd,  p.  3. 

the 
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the  captains  Fowlis,  Finch,  T^mpeft,  and  "Wordent  colotiel 
Hamilton  had  his  legs  (hbt  ofF|  and  we  bad  only  two  (hips  dif* 
abledy  none  either  funk  or  taken. 

The  great  doubt  is  as  to  the  cohduA  of  the  French,  Our 
writers  are  poCtive^i^that  they  behaved  to  the  full  as  ill  as  thef 
did  before;  buf^oe  Dutch  author^  fay  they  fought  Very  bravely. 
The  truth  feems  to  be,  that  the  brifkeft  of  the  French  officers 
made  it  their  choice  to  fight  among  the  Englifh,  where  they 
behaved  very  gallantly,  while  thofe  remaining  with  the  count 
d'Eftrees  took  a  great  deal  of  care  to  keep  themfelves  and  their 
fliips  fafe:  and  yet  they  fuffered  more  than  either  the  Englifh  or 
Dutch;  for  they  loft  two  men  of  war,  and  five  or  fix  fire-fhips^ 
which  they  knew  not  how  to  manage.  The  French  writers  are 
pretty  even  with  us ;  for  they  report  that  matters  were  but  in- 
difierently  managed  on  both  fides,  and  that  prince  Rupert  did 
not  puih  things  as  far  as  he  might,  becaufe  he  was  averie  to  the 
war  ^  In  one  refpefl,  the  Dutch  certainly  had  the  advantage^ 
fince  they  prevented  the  defcent  intended  upon  their  country^ 
for  which  fcrvice,  in  cafe  of  a  clckr  viftory,  count  Schomberg^ 
with  fix  thoufand  men,  lay  ready  ^t  Yarmouth  ". 

The  Dutch,  as  they  were  up6n  their  own  coaft,  had  the 
advantage  of  receiving  quick  and  jgrcat  fupplies;  whereas  the 
wind  prevented  the  Englifh  from  di>taining  the  like  advantages; 
Prince  Rupert,  however,  did  all  that  in  his  power  lay,  to  put 
the  fleet  into  a  good  condition,  and  believing  that  the  Dutch 
would  not  be  long  before  they  endeavoured  to  make  ufe  of 
their  advantages,  he  went  on  board  the  Royal  Sovereign  in  the 
evening  of  the  third  of  June,  where  he  went  not  to  bed  all 
night ".  His  forefight  was  very  requifite ;  for  on  the  JFourth 
in  the  morning,  the  Dutch  fleet,  by  this  time  at  leaft  as  flrong 
as  the  confederates,  bore  down  upon  them  as  fafl  as  the  wind 
would  permit.     Sir  Edward  Spragge  had  fo  little  notion  of  their 

t  Barrage  innaici  def  provinces  onies,  tome  ii.  p.  4x5.  L^  Clrrc  hif^otre  dei 
provinces  tinies,  tome  iii.  p.  541.  Kenvtllc  hi(l.  de  HoUande,  tooic  iy.  tiv.  xv^ 
chap.  %.    Qniiicy  hi(V.  milHatre  de  Lonit  XIV.  tome  i.  p.  354.  u  L.of(| 

ArUngtoo*fi  letters,  tuI.  ii.  p.  40X.  Memoirs  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  by 
John,  duke  of  BQckinghamDiire,  in  his  works,  Tol.  11.  p.  19. :  his  grace  ferved  iii 
the  expcdicion.  Kcnnet,  Echard,  and  other  writers,  Bafnagc,  Lc  Cierc,  Neu- 
ville,  and  the  rcfl  uf  the  Dutch  hi40ori.in5.  •  ^  An  oL.d  relMibo  of  iKe 

actions  of  the  fleet,  fife.  p.  9$  to. 

fighting 
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bgtitihg,  that  talitig  the  brav^  earl  of  Oflbry^  his  rear-admiraly 
With  him,  he  t^ent  in  hid  boat  ou  board  the  admiral  i  which  loft 
a  gxe^t  deal  of  time  K 

As  for  prince  Rupert,  hie  ^as  to  much  iii  eamefti  that  find* 
ing  his  Ihip^s  crew^  which  wad  but  indi£Ferent^  raifed  his  anchor^ 
very  ilowly,  he  ordered  his  cables  to  be  cut,  that  he  might 
make  hafte  to  meet  the  Dutch; 

Count  d^Eftrees,  with  the  i^hite  fquadroh;  betrayed  ho  fuch 
great  willingnefs  to  fight,  as  both  our  own  and  the  t)utch  ^ri-* 
lers  agree ;  but  kept  as  much  as  might  be  out  of  harm^s  Way* 
At  laft^  about  five  ih  the  evenings  Spragge  and  Trbmp  en* 
gaged  with  great  ftiry.  As  for  de  Ruyter^  he  (hewied  at  JSrft 
a  deGgn  of  coming  to  a  clofe  engagement  with  the  prince :  but 
before  he  came  within  mufket-fhot^  he  tacked  and  bore  away } 
whence  it  was  concluded,  that  he  had  fufiered  fome  cbnfider- 
able  damage.  Spragge^  in  the  mean  time;  had  forced  Tromp 
to  (heer  otf.  He  then  fell  into  vice-admiral  Sureers's  divlGon^ 
which  he  foon  put  to  confufion ;  and  had  a  third  engagement 
with  Tromp,  wherein  he  (hot  down  his  flag.  The  battle  lafted 
till  between  ten  and  eleven  at  night|  and  then  the  Dutch  ftood 
to  the  fouth-eaft,  and  fo  it  ended  i^. 

Both  fides  claimed  the  vi£lory  as  before;  Prince  Rupert^  in 
his  letter  to  the  earl  of  Arlington^  &ys  ezprcfsly^  <«  chat  he 
*^  purfued  the  Dutch  from  two  till  fix  the  next  morning,  and 
<(  feeing  niL  likelihood  of  reaching  them,  before  they  got  with- 
^<  in  their  {aiids,  thought  a  farther  purfuit  needlefi."  He  like« 
wife  adds,  «  that  they  went  away  in  great  diforder^  though  be 
^  could  not  tell  certainly  what  lofs  they  had  received;*'  This 
is  not  altogether  irreconcileable  to  de  Ruyter^s  letter^  whereiil 
he  alfo  claims  the  vidory.  **  The  nejct  day  (fays  he)  we  faw 
«<  the  enemies  Wete  gone;  and  doubt  not  but  they  made  tO  the 
<(  Thames  i  we  fatisfied  ourfelves  with  purfuing  them  half-way, 

^  La  vU  de  ra^miral  Hoyter,  part  il.  p.  ixp,  Th«  Dntch  vaiacd  themfelvcf 
fdocb  dn  this  farprite.  V  Philips*!  contlnnation  of  Heath*!  chronich^ 

p.  S9^'  Annals  of  the  ttntverfe,  p.  30I.  Lord  Arlington's  letters,  vol.  ii.  p.  419. 
Wh  lordihip  fays  this  was  a  pure  bravado  or  the  Dntch  which  they  had  not  ihc 
cotarage  to  execote  equal  to  their  defign,  and  confequently  would  not  (lay  to  be 
better  betten  thkn  they  were.    BATnage  Annaick  dec  provinces  uoics,  tome  ii. 

Vol.  Hi  U  «  and 
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'<  and  then  rettimed  to  our  former  ftation  '."  In  the  fame  let^ 
ter,  howeveri  he  owns  that  they  began  their  retreat  as  foon  as 
It  was  dark.  The  lofs  on  both  fides  was  pretty  equal,  but  was 
▼ery  far  from  being  confiderable  on  either.  Admiral  Van 
Tromp,  however,  was  fo  ill  fatisfied  with  the  condixCb  of  vice- 
admiral  Sweers,  that  he  accufed  him  to  the  ftates*.  Some  of 
the  Dutch  and  French  writers  pretend,  that  prince  Rupert  did 
not  diftinguiOi  himfelf  on  that  occafiou  as  he  ufed  to  do ;  for 
which  they  fuggcft  reafons  void  of  all  foundation  *. 

The  truth  is,  the  prince  was  for  fighting  the  enemy  again  ; 
but  it  was  carried  in  a  council  of  war  to  fail  for  the  Englifii 
coaft,  in  order  to  obtain  fupplies,  as  well  of  ammunition  as 
provifion  ;  through  want  of  which  a  great  many  captains  com^ 
plained  loudly.  Bcfides,  the  fleet  was  fo  poorly  manned,  that 
if  it  had  not  been  for  the  land-forces  on  board,  they  could  not 
have  fought  at  all:  and  thefe  being  for  the  mod  part  new-raifed 
men,  we  need  not  wonder  they  did  not  behave  fo  well  as  our 
old-fcafoncd  failors  were  wont  to  do.  On  the  eighth  of  June, 
the  fleet  arrived  at  the  Buoy  in  the  Nore,  and  on  the  fourteenth 
prince  Rupert  went  to  London,  in  order  to  give  the  king  an  ac* 
count  of  the  condition  things  were  in»  and  to  prefs  for  fuch  ne- 
reflary  fupplies  as  might  enable  him  to  put  to  fea  again  without 
delay*. 

The  Dutch,  in  the  mean  time,  to  countenance  the  pretences 
they  made  after  the  two  laft  battles  to  viftory,  and  (which  was 
of  much  greater  confequence)  to  raife  the  fpirits  of  the  people  at 
fuch  a  conjunfture,  when  the  very  being  of  the  republic  was  at 
ftake»  gave  out,  that  their  fleet  fliould  fpeedily  put  to  fea  again, 
and  attempt  fome  great  thing.  Infulting  the  Engliih  coaft  was 
fometimes  mentioned,  and  then  again,  the  lofles  they  had  lately 
fuftained  from  the  French,  induced  them  to  think  of  revenge  on 


*  5>ee  prince  Rui^ert*!  letter,  before  cited.  Rennet,  vol.  iiL  p.  31).  See 
fnonfieur  de  lioytcr*!  letter  co  the  Aate*,  dated  Jane  17,  167},  in  It  Tie  de  Roy- 
ter,  ptrt  ii.  p.  1 30,  *  Le  CUre  hUU  dcf  prorincet  unies,  tonie  lii.  lir.  xr. 

p.  341.     Bifnage  aoDilei  deF  provinces  nniei,  tome  ii,  p.  416.     Neuville  hift.  de 
lidlladde,  tome  It.  liv.  xv.  ch.  ».    Leven  Van  TroiTip,  p.  440.  b  B^nage 

annates  det  provinces  uules,  tomt  ii.  p.  416k     Quincy  hiOoire  militaire  de  Loots 
KIV.  tome  i.  p.  3? $•  ^  Lord  Arlington'i  ietrcts,  vol.  Si.  p.  4iOv  An  ttiO. 

relationi  ^c.  p.  ic,  rx. 

that 
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that  fide,  and  taling  fome  maritime  town  in  France,  which 
might  oblige  king  Lewis  to  abandon  the  fiege  of  Maeftricht,  or 
incline  him  to  give  it  up  by  way  of  exchange.  But  while  they 
were  amuflng  themfelves  and  de  Ruyter  with  thefe  propofals^ 
they  were  informed  that  Maeftricht  was  already  taken,  and  that 
the  combined  fleet  was  likewife  ready  to  put  to  fca  j  fo  that  all 
thefe  grand  fchemes  vaniihed  at  once,  and  they  were  forced  to 
attend  to  their  old  bufinefs  of  defending  their  own  coafts^  and. 
prote£Hng  their  commerce  <*. 

About  the  middle  of  the  month  of  July,  prince  Rupert  was 
sit  fea,  having  on  board  the  troops  intended  for  a  defcent,  whicl^ 
was  ftill  prefTed  by  the  real  authors  of  the  war.  His  highnefs 
arrived  on  the  Dutch  coafts  on  the  twenty-firft  of  the  faid 
month,  and  declining  an  engagement,  ftood  along  the  Ihorc,  ia 
order  to  find  an  opportunity  for  debarking  his  troops.  On  the 
ninth  of  Auguft,  he  took  a  Dutch  Eaft  India  (hip  richly  laden* 
This  induced  de  Ruyter  to  fight ;  and,  therefore,  he  immediate« 
ly  bore  down  upon  the  Englifli  fleet*.  As  foon  as  his  highnefs 
perceived  it,  he  commanded  the  French  a  parti<:ular  courfe,  and 
had  thereby  an  opportunity  of  difccrnlng  what  he  was  to  expeA 
from  them  In  a  time  of  a£Uon.  They  lay  bye  twice  that  night ; 
firft  about  eleven  o'clock,  when  the  prince  fei^c  to  count  d'Eftrees 
to  order  him  to  make  fail,  which  he  did  till  about  one  o'clock, 
and  then  laid  his  fail  to  the  maft  again,  which  gave  a  fecond  ftop 
to  the  fleet,  and  obliged  the  prince  to  fend  him  another  meflage* 
In  thofe  days,  when  party-fpirit  ran  very  high,  no  body  ever 
fufpefted  the  count  d*£ftrees's  courage,  which  was  fo  well  known, 
and  fo  thoroughly  eftablifliefl,  as  clearly  to  decyphef  bis  or- 
ders. 

Thefe  delays  gave  the  Dutch  admiral  an  opportunity  of  gain- 
ing the  wind,  which  he  did  not  negle^l  i  but,  early  on  the  ele^ 
venth  of  Auguft,  bore  down  upon  the  confederateS|  as  if  hq 

4  fiafnage  annales  del  provinccf  anicf,  tome  ii.  p.  418.  Le  Clcrc,  tome  iti^ 
liv.  15.  Heuvillc,  tome  iv.  liv.  xv,  cb,  3»  4>  tf-  L^f^  Arltnstot)*t  lectert,  yqI,  ii. 
p.  4»o.  *  Philips'scootinuation  of  Heath's  cbrooicic,  p.  59a.     Lord  Ar* 

liogton's  letters,  yol.  ii.p.  4^1.  Ech^d's  hiftory  of  JEo^and,  p.  894.  fiurchec*| 
fiaral  hiltory,  p.  403.  A  relation  of  the  eoga^mcnt  of  hii  giajeily*s  iieef  witfi 
the  enemy's  00  the  xith  of  Augnd,  itf73>  m  it  has  been  reprcffoted  by  leitef< 
frym  cbe/ercral  fqaadrooi.    Publi(hed  by  authorify,  Itf73»  foi« 

U  a  meant 
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meant  to  force  tbem  tp  ^  battle j  t^pon  vluch.lii$  highnefi| 
thought  (it  to  tack|  and  thereby  brought  the  fleet  iptq  good  or^ 
der.  He  put  the  t^rench  in  the  van,  himfelf  in  the  center,  anci 
Sir  Edward  Spragge  in  the  fes^;  and  in  (hi^  difpoQtipn  the 
French  lay  fair  to  get  the  wind  of  the  enemy,  which|  however^ 
they  negleA(*df.  Ttie  £ngli(h  fleet  couGAed  of  abput  fixty  men 
of  vrar  a^d  frigates^  the  French  of  thirty,  and  the  Dutch  of 
ierenty  or  tbereaboujts ;  fo  that  the  rpyal  fleets  were  ipdifputabl; 
Superior  to  that  of  the  republic  «• 

*  De  Riiyter,  bearing  down  wUh  hi9  fleet  in  tl^ree  fquadrons^^ 
prepared  to  attack  the  prince  himfelf,  while  Tromp  engaged 
Spragg^  aind  the  blue  fquadron,  in  which  the  £ngli(h  admiral 
pbliged  him,  by  laying  hi;  fqre-top^fail  to  his  mail,  in  order  toi 
ftay  foi:  him,  contrs^ry  to  the  e^prefs  order  of  the  prince.  This 
fondnefs  for  a  point  of  hpnpur  proved  fatal  to  himfelf,  as  well 
as  f^i^adyantageous  to  tl^e  jjeei.  B^nkert,  with  bis  Zealand 
iquadron,.  ihould  have  engaged  the  white^^  commanded  bj 
d^Eftrecs;  hvi  it  feetps  the  Qutch  underftood  their  temper  bet* 
ter  than  to  giv£  themfelves  much  trouble  about  them,  for  Ban* 
kert  contented  hioifelf  with  fending  eight  men  of  war  and  three 
£re-{hips  to  attack  the  rea^-admiral  de  Martel,  who  feemed  tc^ 
be  the  on^y  man  ths^t  had  any  rea}  de^gn  to  iight ;  and  then  the 
reft  of  the  Zealand  fquadron  united  themfelves  to  d^  Ruyterj^ 
and  fell  together  upon  prince  Rupert  f». 

Rear-admiral  de  Martel,  hieing  left  not  pnly  by  the  body  of 
the  French  fleet,  but  even  by  the  f  aptajns  of  his  own  divifion^ 
was  attacked  by  five  Dutch  Qiips  at  once.  He  fo\ight  t^exn  for 
two  ho\ir$,  and  that  with  fuch  courage  and  fuccefs,  that  having 
^ifabled  oric,  the  reft  were  glad  to  fheer  off,  and  he  cejoinedi 
the  white  fquadron,  where,  exppfti^Iating  with  the  captains  of 
l^is  own  divifion  for  deferting  him  fo  bafely,  they  told  him  plain- 
ly, they  had  orders  from  the  admiral  not  to  obferve  his  motions : 
and  indeed,  af^er  he  was  in  the  fleet,  though  fome  opportunities 


r  An  czafl  relation  of  the  anions  of  the  Ene1i(b  /)eet  ander  the  command  of 
prince  Rapeit,  p.  13.  (  Cotamna  roftrata,  p.  14%,     Qoincy  hid*  miliCaire 

de  ^ouii  Xiy.  tome  i.  p.  3^9.    Bafnage  ann.lei  dts  provinces  nniea,  tome  if. 
^.410*  ^  An  exad  relation,  &e,  p.  14.    Lc  Clrrc  hiO.  des  proYioces 

unies,  tome  ii!.  p.  343,  344.    La  vie  de  Ruyter,  part  ii.  p.  151. 

offered* 
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^fibred,  be  thought  no  more  of  fighting,  and,  on  bis  return  to 
f ranee,  was  fent  to  the  Baftile  for  what  be  had  done*. 

The  battle  between  de  Ruyter  and  the  red  fquadron  began 
about  eight  o^clocl^  in  the  momipg,  and  a  multitude  of  circum-* 
ftanccs  concurred  to  threaten  the  Englifli  admiral  with  inevztablo 
ruin.  The  French,  npt  fatisfied  with  being  mere  fpe£tators  of 
a  very  unecjual  combat  from  the  beginning,  fu^Fered  the  (hips, 
which  had  attacked  de  Martel,  to  pais  quietly  to  their  own  fleet; 
fo  that  now  de  Ruytei^s  and  Bankert's  fquadrons  were  both  upon 
|he  red.  Sir  Edward  Spragge,  intent  on  his  perfonal  quarrel 
with  Van  Trompi  had  fallen  to  the  leeward  feveral  leagues  with 
the  blue  fquadron,  and  to  complete  prince  Rupert's  misfortune, 
the  enemy  found  means  to  intercept  his  pwn  rear-admiral,  Sir 
John  Chichde,  with  his  divi(ion ;  fo  that  by  noon  his  highnefs 
was  wholly  furrounded  by  the  Dutch,  being  prefTed  by  de  Ruy« 
fer  and  his  diviiion  on  hi^  lee- quarter,  an  admiral  with  two  flags 
more  on  his  we^ther^quarter,  and  the  Zealand  fquadron  on  his 
l>roadfide  to  win^lward.  Thus  the  Dutch  wifely  employed  their 
force  againft  the  enemy  that  would  fight,  and  took  no  more  no- 
tice of  the  French  fleet,  than  th^  French  did  of  them,  'or  of 
prince  Rupert  K 

His  highnefsji  in  the  midft  of  thefe  difappointments,  behaved 
with  fuch  intrepidity,  an^d  encouraged  a^l  his  ofiicers  fo  efll:£tu- 
ally  by  his  own  example,  that,  by  degrees  he  cleared  himfelf  of 
]iis  enemies,  rejoined  Sir  John  Chiche^e,  and  by  two  o'clock  had 
fime  to  think  of  the  blpe  fquadron,  which  was  now  at  three 
leagues  diiVance  j  and,  not  hearing  their  guns  well  plied,  he 
made  all  the  fail  he  could  towards  them,  in  order  to  tmite  with 
and  relieve  them.  De  Ruyter,  perceiving  his  highnefs's  defign, 
left  firing,  and  biore  ^mt^  a^fo  w^th  his  whole  force  to  the  afliiit- 

I  The  relitioo  before  deed,  p.  15.  Co^e*c  deteAion,  vol.  K.  p.  76.  £chard*c 
hiftory  of  Eogltnd,  p.  Q94.  Bafnage  inntlei  dei  provinces  uniei,  tome  ii.  p.  41 1. 
We  IfaiU  exsmine  this  more  fally  when  we  come  to  {peak  of  the  coDfeqaenccs  of 
this  batrle. 

k  T!)e  exaQ  reUiion,  fife.  lo  this  piece  we  hiye  not  onlf  the  moft  anthentie, 
but  I  believe  the  only  authentic  account  of  this  engagement,  now  extant.  Brines 
Rupert's  letters  were  ufuaUy  pnbliflied»  but  what  he  wrot&on  this  oc^afioo  wa^ 
not  judged  convenient  for  the  people's  penifaU  The  Dutch  narrations  were  cil- 
coUtod  to  ferve  a  turn,  and  that  penned  by  M.  de  Martel  for  the  iofbrmattoo  of 
the  f  rencb  king,  was  for  many  good  reafofts  fnppttQbd. 

ance 
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ance  of  Tronp  ^  fo  that  both  fleets  ran  down  fide  by  fide  within 
range  of  cannon-fbot,  and  yet  without  firing  on  either  part* 
About  four  the  prince  Joined  the  blue  fquadron^  which  he  found 
in  a  yery  tattered  condition  K 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fight,  Tromp  in  the  Golden  Lion, 
and  Sir  Edward  Spragge  in  the  l^ojzl  Prince,  fought  fliip  to 
fliip.  The  Dutch  admiral,  however^  would  not  come  to  a  dofe 
fight,  which  gave  him  a  great  advantage  '^  (or  Spragge,  who 
had  more  than  his  complement  on  board,  fufTered  much  by  the 
enemy's  cannon,  and,  having  the  wind  and  fmoke  ip  his  hoc, 
could  not  make  fo  good  ufe  of  his  own,  as  he  woifld  ptherwife 
have  done*  After  three  hours  warm  fight,  the  Royal  Prince  was 
fp  difabled,  that  Sir  Edward  was  forced  to  go  gn  board  the 
St.  George,  and  Tromp  quitted  his  Golden  Lion  to  hoift  his 
flag  on  board  the  Comet,  where  the  battle  was  renewed  witix 
incredible  fury.  We  have  in  refpeft  to  this,  and  it  is  to  be 
wifiied  we  had  of  every  battle,  a  diftiriGt  .relation  of  what 
was  performed  by  each  fquadron,  very  particular  and  clears 
and,  from  the  rdation  of  the  blue  fquadron  (compared  with 
prince  Rupert's)  thefe  fads  are  coUeAed. 

The  great  aim  of  the  Dutch  admiral  was,  to  take  or  fink  the 
Royal  Prince :  but  the  earl  of*  Ofiibry,  and  Sir  John  Kempthome, 
together  with  Spragge  himfelf,  fo  effedfaially  protected  the  did 
:^bled  vefiTel,  that  none  of  the  enemy's  fire-fliips  could  come  near 
her,  though  this  was  often  attempted.  At  laft,  the  St.  George 
being  terriUy  torn,  and  in  a  manner  difabled,  Sir  Edward 
Spragge  defigncd  to  go  on  board  a  third  ihip,  the  Royal  Charles; 
but,  before  he  was  got  ten  boats  length,  a  ihot,  which  pafied 
through  the  Stf  George  took  his  boat  ^  and  though  they  imme- 
diately  rowed  back,  yet,  before  they  could  get  within  reach  of 
the  ropes  that  were  thrown  out  from  the  St,  George,  the  boat 
funk,  and  Sir  Edward  was  drowned  ". 

When  prince  Rupert  drew  near  the  blue  fquadron,  he  found 
the  admiral  difabled,  the  vice-admiral  lying  to  the  windward, 
mending  his  fails  and  rigging}  the  rear-admiral  a«ftem  of  the 

I  Philipt,  Kennet,  Barchet.    Annali  of  the  uoivcrfe,  p.  301.  »  paf 

ker*i  hiftory  of  hii  own  timcti  p.  ijtf.  Kennct's  hiftory  of  £ogbod,  vol.  tii^ 
p.  314.  Bafntge  aonalef  del  proviocci  iiniet«  tome  it.  p.  4*0*  Lc  Clerc,  Coo^^ 
iii.p.  343*    Dc  Keuvilie,  torn.  iv.  p.  300,  30x»  La  Tic  dc  Rayter,  p.  U.  p.  i$x, 
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Royal  Prince,  between  her  and  the  enemy,  bending  his  new  falls, 
and  mending  his  rigging.  The  firft  thing  his  highnefs  did,  wai 
to  fend  two  frigates  to  take  the  Royal  Prince  in  tow.  He  then 
fleered  in  between  the  enemy  and  the  lame  fliips,  and  perceiving 
that  Trom|)  had  tacked,  and  was  coming  down  again  upon  the 
blue  fqiiadron,  he  made  a  fignal  for  all  the  ffaips  of  that  fqwh- 
dron  to  join  him  i  but  it  was  in  vain ;  for,  except  the  t^o  flagi. 
Sir  John  Kempthorne  and  the  earl  of  Ofibry,  there  was  not  one 
in  a  condition  to  moVe.  The  French  ftill  continued  to  look  im 
with  all  the  coolnefs  imaginable;  and  notwithftandlng  the  prince 
put  out  the  blue  flag  upon  the  mizen-peek,  which  wad  the  fignal 
to  attack,  fet  down  in  the  general  tnftruAions  for  fightings  and 
known  not  only  to  all  the  EngKfli  captains  but  alfo  to  thoie  of 
the  white  fquadron,  yet  they  retliained,  as  before,  wholly  ixw 
a£live.  But,  to  give  fome  kind  of  Colour  to  this  conduA,  the 
count  d'Eftrees,  after  the  battle  was  in  a  manner  over,  fent  to 
know  what  this  fignal  meant*. 

About  five  in  the  evening,  de  Ruyter,  with  all  his  flags  and 
fleet,  came  clofe  up  with  the  prince,  and  then  began  a  very  ihaip 
engagement.  His  highnefs  had  none  to  fecond  him  but  the  vice 
and  rear  of  the  blue.  Sir  John  Harman,  captain  Davis,  and 
captain  Stout,  of  his  own  divifion,  Sir  John  Holmes  in  the  Ru- 
pert, captain  Legge  in  the  Royal  Katharine,  Sir  John  Berry  in 
the  Refolution,  Sir  John  Ernie  in  the  Henry,  Sir  Roger  Strick- 
land  in  the  Mary,  and  captain  Carter  in  the  Crown ;  in  all  about 
thirteen  (hips.  The  engagement  was  very  clofe  and  bloody  till 
abo^t  feven  o'clock,  when  his  highnefs  forced  the  Dutch  fleet 
into  great  diforder,  and  fent  in  two  fire-Ihips  amongft  them  to 
increafe  it,  at  the  fame  time  making  a  fignal  for  the  French  to 
bear  down  j  which,  even  then,  if  they  had  done,  a  total  defeat 
muft  have  followed :  but,  as  they  took  no  notice  of  it,  and  the 

■  An  exaA  relatton,  &c,  p.  i8,  19.  where  it  is  tflirmed,  that  count  d*Eftreti 
fent  thii  tntGk^  after  oiglic  had  parted  the  fleets.  The  officer  who  wrote  ihiK 
arcotint  (kya  rerj  judiciouflf ,  that  the  rending  to  inquire  the  meaning  of  the  fig* 
nal  wax  ctinniagly  done:  bnC  one  of  deRuyter's  failori  feemi  to  have  had  at 
matb  pencfratiofi  as  the  French  mioiftry  had  artifice ;  for,  upon  one  of  his  com- 
panions jflcing  him  what  the  French  meant  by  keeping  at  fuch  a  diftance,  **  Why, 
*  yoa  fool,"  faid  he,  ««  chey  have  hired  the  EngliOi  to  fight  fjr  them  5  and  ail 
<«  Cheir  bufinefs  here,  is  to  l<*e  that  they  earn  their  wages/'  So  tranfparent  ca 
<hooeft  men  are  eke  boafted  pu4itir$  of  Cbis  court ' 

prince 
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priace  faw  that  mod  of  his  (hips  were  not  in  any  condition  id 
keep  the  fea  long,  he  wifelj  provided  for  their  fafetyi  by  making 
vrith  an  eafy  fail  towards  our  own  coafts  ^« 

This  battle  ended  as  doubtfully  as  any  of  the  r«ft ;  for  the 
Dutch  very  loudly  claimed  the  viStorj  now,  as  they  did  before^ 
and  with  full  as  much  reafon.  The  truth  is,  it  feems  to  have 
been  a  drawn  battle,  fince  the  Dutch,  notwithftanding  all  their 
advantages^  did  not  take  or  (ink  a  Cngle  £ngli(h  man  of  war^ 
and  killed  but  two  captains,  Sir  William  Reeves  and  captain 
Havard,  befidcs  our  gallant  admiral  Sir  Edward  Spragge,  and 
no  great  number  of  private  men.  On  their  (ide  they  loft  two 
vice-admirals,  Sweers  and  Liefde,  three  captains,  and  about  one 
thoufand  private  men.  The  confequences,  indeed,  which,  from 
the  .prudence  of  the  admiral,  they  drew  from  this  battle,  were 
exceeding  great ;  for  they  opened  their  ports,  which  before  were 
intirely  blocked  up,  and  put  an  end  to  all  thoughts,  by  removing 
the  poflibility,  of  an  mvafion  ^. 

It  would  be  equally  unfatisfaflory  and  unjuft  to  conclude  thb 
account  of  the  lad  battle  fought  in  this  lad  Dutch  war,  without 
taking  particular  notice  of  the  grounds  upon  which  I  have  repre- 
fented  the  conduft  of  the  French  in  fo  bad  a  light.  I  muft  in 
the  fird  place  declare,  that  I  have  no  intent  to  afperfe  the  nation 
in  general,  much  lefs  to  injure  the  particular  charafier  of  the 
noble  perfon  who  commanded,  and  who  afterwards  gave  (ignal 
proofs  of  his  true  courage,  and  able  conduA,  as  a  fea^flicer,  as 
in  this  engagement  he  gave  undoubtedly  the  highed  demonftra<^ 
tion  of  his  deadinefs  in  obeying  orders.  Thofe  I  blame  are  fuch 
as  drew  up  his  inftruflions,  and  confequently  were  alone  anfwer* 
able  for  his  behaviour.  The  French  were  and  are  a  brave  na* 
tion  -,  but  it  has  been  their  great  misfortune  to  fuffer  by  perfi- 
dious minidcrs,  who  have  broke  their  national  faith,  both  in  waf 
and  peace,  fo  often,  that  it  is  in  a  manner  become  proverbial^ 
like  ihc  Jides  Punica  of  old.  For  the  truth  of  what  I  have  ad* 
▼anced  in  the  prefent  cafe,  I  have  the  teftimony  of  friends  and 
enemies,  nay  of  themfelves  too,  which  I  think  is  fufficient  to  put 

^  PhUipk*f  continuation  of  Heath*s  chronicle,  p.  593.   Kcnnet,  Ecfaard,  Buf* 
chcty  Raptn.  P  Bafragc  annalea  dca  provinces  uoiet,  rome  ii.  p.  4x0.     Le 

CIcrc,  come  iti.  p.  345.  Qutncy,  tume  i.  p.  359*  KeuriUci  come  xv«  liv.  av« 
cfa.  <•    La  vie  de  Ruytcr,  p.  ti.  p.  15 7*^1 59* 

the 
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the  matter  oat  of  donbt.  The  condudl  of  Lewis  XIV.  is  thus 
reprefeoted  by  honeft  Andrew  MarveL  He  firft  prai£iifed  the 
fame  art  at  fea^  when  he  was  in  league  with  the  Hollanders  a- 
^atnft  us^  His  nary  having  never  done  them  any  ferrice ;  for  his 
iMifineia  was  only  to  fee  us  batter  each  other.  Now  he  was  on 
the  Eoglilh  fide,  his  bufinefs  was  to  found  our  feas,  to  fpy  our 
i>ort»,  to  learn  our  buildings  to  contemplate  our  manner  of  fight- 
ing, to  confiime  ours,  to  preferve  his  own  navy,  to  increafe  his 
commerce^  and  to  order  aH  things  fo,  that  the  two  great  naval 
powers  of  Europe  b«ng  cruihed  together,  he  might  remain  ar- 
bitrator of  the  oicean. 

This  behaviour  was  complained  of  by  Prince  Kupert  in  fuch 
Arong  terms',  that  bis  letter  was  fupprefled,  though  at  other 
times  his  acicounts,  which  were  conftantly  very  plain  and  very 
modefl,  were  ihftamly  publiihed  ^.  All  the  Dutch  writers  agree 
m  giving  the  iame  accduiit ;  and  indeed,  if  they  did  not,  the 
'condu£l  of  their  admirals  might  fufficiently  juflify  this  to  have 
been  thdr  fenle  of  the  thing,  fince  it  is  impoiEble  to  conceive, 
-that  admiral  Banleert  wbuld  have  fent  eight  fmall  ffaips  to  at* 
tack  a  fquadiion  of  thirty  large  ones,  if  from  their  former  con- 
^doft,  afid  tbetr  countenance  then,  he  had  not  been  well  aflur- 
ed  that  fighting  was  not  much  their  bufinefs  ^ 
.  Laftly,  poor  adn^iral  Martel,  who  was  too  much  a  man  of 
honour  to  be  in  the  French  minifters  fecrets,  wrote  a  fair  rela- 
tion of  the  battle,  and  feat  it  to  the  French  court,  concluding 
with  thefe  wqrds :  <<  That  if  count  d'Eftrees  would  have  fallen 
<«  in  with  a  fair  wind  upon  de  Ruyter  and  Bankert,  at  their  (irft 
^  ^gs^in^i  when  in  numbers  they  much  exceeded  the  prince  ; 
M  they  muft  of  neceflity  have  been  inclofed  between  his  high- 
<'  nefs  and  d'Eftrees,  and  to  the  enemy  would  have  been  entire* 
'«  ly  defeated  •/' 


4  Cahm—  roftrtta,  p,  143.  Secret  hiftory  of  Eorepe,  hiftory  of  the  Dutch 
wtr.  '  Bafoaga  sMnalct  des  proviocea  aities,  tome  ii.  p*42  3.     Lc  Cieic 

hiftoiredei  provinces  units,  Cwine  iii.  p.  344,  345*     KeUTiIle,  tome  W.  p.  30^. 

>  £xa£t  relatioo,  6'c.  p.  17.  P.  D^nitl  flura  over  all  thefe  battles  in  his  hif>. 
de  It  Bkilice  Fran9oife,  torn.  ii.  p.  489.  and  again  in  his  biftoire  de  France,  torn.  r. 
p.  lit.  he  crofvds  the  three  battles  into  a  paragraph  of  So  many  Is^ei^  and  fays, 
tbey  wetefbugbt  with  licile  ordcr^  and  fmaJI  regard  to  repatacion,  by  aU  paxtiet. 

Vol-  ii.  X  Soon 
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Soon  after  this  battle,  tbeEngtifli  fleet  caine  into  the  Thames, 
and  the  French  fquadron,  about  the  middle  of  September,  fail- 
ed home  ;  but  fitffered  ibmndh  tby  a  'florm,  that  k  was  the  mid- 
dle of  November  before  tfaey  reached  Breft.  When  Prince  Ru* 
ptn  returned  to  co«^,  he  joined  his  repreicntatiom  to  thofe  of 
other  worthy  patriots,  ^ho  were  defirons  that  peace,  as  (bon  as 
poififale>  (hottld  be  reAored^  te  which  the  king  was,  at  diis 
time,  no  longer  aTerfe.  There  had,  Arongh  the  mediation  of 
Sweden,  been  fome  coaferencca  Keld  at  Cologne;  but  they  hod 
not  proTed  fo  effedual  as  was  eapeded:  the  ftates^general  sdfb 
had  written  to  his  majefty,  but  in  terms  that,  inftead  of  making 
things  better,  liad  rather  widened  the  breach.  After  this  bat- 
tle, howeyer,  they  cendefcended  to  writie  another  letter,  where- 
in they  (hewed  their  eameft  defire  of  peace,  and  their  true  lenfe 
of  the  obftacles  which  had  Iiitherto  retarded  it  *• 

In  this  letter  they  ISpoke  very  freely  to  the  king  of  his  minify 
ters  and  of  his  ally ;  they  fhewed  him  how  glorious,  as  well  as 
how  advantageous  a  ftep  a  feparate  peace  mnft  prove,  which 
would  give  umbrage  only  to  the  Fnench,  and  cotitent  to  all  the 
great  powers  of  Europe  bcfide :  and  further  to  iodine  his  majef- 
ty to  this,  they  fuggefted  the  bafe  and  infidioiis  behaviour  of  his 
allies  in  the  late  (ea-fights,  and  the  offers  that  had  been  already 
made  them  by  France  of  a  Ibparate  peiur,  without  any  reipe£k 
had  to  his  majefty.  Thefe,  With  thie  propounding  of  fair  con** 
dirions,  had  fuch  a  weight  With  the  king,  that 'he  proposed  tfab 
terras  offered  to  his  parliameot ;  and,  on  thebr  paffing  a  vote^ 
<<  humbly  deflrtng  him  to  proceed  in  a  treaty  with  the  ftotes^ 
«  in  order  to  a  fp^edy  peace,**  he  direAed  Sir  William  Tem- 
ple to  negociate  with  the  marqins  del  Frefiio,  the  Spanifli  am- 
baflador,  who  was  provided  with  full  powers  from  the  fiates- 
general  for  that  purpofe  -,  and,  at  three  meetings,  the  treaty  Was 
concluded  and  figncd,  to  the  mutual  fatisfadtion  of  both  parties  **. 

While 

t  Bafnagc  annalef  des  proTinces  niles,  vol.  ii.  p.  45^—46^.  where  thefe  let- 
ters are  inferted.  The  earl  of  Sliaftlborj  was  oow  dirgrsccd,  ihe  Earl  of  AfUrg- 
ton  wa<  inclined  to  pacific  oieafurcs,  and  the  king  fooo  fa«  tbis  wii  his  Croc  imr 

* 

terefl. 

u  Lord  ArHngton*!  Ictter%  Tot.  li.  p.  459— 4^7*  ^'x*  '^'i^iam  Templets  letters 
to  the  prince  of  Oiange,  to  the  duke  of  FloVence,  and  co  Sir  John  Temple,  in 
his  workiy   vol.  ii.  p.   288— -291,  4]94.    Bifliop  rarkex^ibiftorjrcf  his  ewa  time, 
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WUlt  thU  omty  wa»  upoa  the  carpet  at  home,  there  bappcnr 
ed  aft  aockliBnt  i»  (he  MediMtrraaeao*  which,  though  of  Iktlq 
conCsquenee  ia  idelf,  yet,  fro^i  certaiA  circumftaaces  thai  atf 
temped  it,  deferres  to  be  recorded.  The  Oiuch  ^miral  Evert^t . 
being  m  thofe  fisa^  vitla^  l^  fi|aadron^  it  happened  that  captaia 
de  Witte,  in  a  man  of  war  called  the  Schaerlaes^  which  carriedi 
tbil^jr  fix  pieces  of  axmon^  aqd  one  hundj^ed  and  £arty;  men, 
net  with  capuwn  H^maPa  m  th^Tyger,  a  fmallEnglifh  frisato 
which  had  been  c^r^CPing  at  Tangier,  and  came  with  hipa  into 
the  harbour  of  Cadtz,^  where,  the  Dutchman  alfo  careened^  The 
SpaabuHb  fsS&mg  with  captain  4e  Witte,  and  telling  him  that  he 
dmh  not  fight  the  EogUfli  captain^  and  that  thi»  made  them  fo 
good  friends  $  admiral  Everts  heard  it,  and  thereupon  told  de 
Witte,  that  h^  mufl^  fov  the  hpnour  of  hi»  nation,  challenge 
captata  Harlhao.  He  did  fo ;  and  hifr  admiral  lent  hijoi,  that  he 
might  come  off  with  ^ory^  fixty  marinera  and  fevcnty  foldiers. 
Captain  Harmaa  had  but  one  hundred  eighty-£bur  men  in  all  ^ 
bowerer,  at  a  day's  notice  he  ftood  to  fea,  and  fairly  enga^ged 
the  Dutch  firifpte,  in  fight  of  the  town"'. 

Their  fliips  were  within  piAol-fhot  before  cither  of  them  fired  \ 
and  then  c^atn  Harman'a  broadfide  brought  the  Dutchman's^ 
niain«maft  by  the  board,  and  killed  and  wounded  him  fourfcore 
men*  The  Englilh  captain  fiollowed  hia  advantage,  entered  the 
cnemy'a  veficl  with  his  refolute  crew,  and  became  mailer  of 
tfhis  (hip  in  am  hour's  time ;  but  fhe  was  quite  difabled,  and  had 
one  hundred  and  forty  men  in  her  killed  and  wounded.  The 
Eagliih  had  only  nine  killed,  and  $fteen  wounded  \  amongi^ 
whom  was  their  brave  captain,  by  a  muiket-lhot,  which  went 
in  at  4)18  left  eye,  and  out  between  the  ear  and  the  jaw-bone; 
of  which  wound  he  was  well  cured,  and  lived  feveral  years  af- 
ter ^.    Thus  the  maritime  powers,  though  their  intereil  was^^ 

p.  159.  Sir  Richard  Balftrode'i  memoirs,  p.  ^135.  Bafnage  ann^s  det  provinces 
anics,  tume  ii.  p.  458— 470^  4^8*  Le  Gkrc  hift.  dcs  provinees  uoles,  tome  ii» 
liv.  XV.  p.  338.     Neuviltc  hiHoire  de  Ifolhodi^,  tome  iv.  lib.  xv.  ch.  10.  p.  333, 

^  Lord  Arlington's  letters,  vol.  ii.  p.  470.  where  his  brdihip,  then  fecrecarf 
of  (tatc,  takes  ooiice  to  Sir  William  Godolphin,  our  ambaflador  at  the  court  of 
Madrid,  (hat  his  majcfly  bad  beea  acqa^lnted  with  captain  lUrnt'^n**  beh&vloDr, 
and  was  extremely  pleafed  with  it. 

3f  Philips'i  continuatign  of  Heath**  chronicle,  p.  595. 

X  2  and 
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and  tnuft  ever  be  the  iknie,  did  their  atmoft,  firom  hVe  natioiu 
of  bonoiHr,  to  deftroy  each'  otber^  and  anfw^r  the  ends  of  their 
common  etcmj ;  tillr  the  Toice  of  the  people,  both  in  England 
and  Holland,  rouzed  their-  governors  'to  a  juft  fenle  of  their 
common  danger,  and  procured  thereby  ah  alliance  which  has 
Jaftcd  ever  fiiicc/  •       •    •      '      /     • 

This  treaty  of  peace  was  figned  at  iiondon,  Ipebniaiy  9, 16741 
and  thereby  thofe  difterences  were  all  adjtifted,  wluch'had  (o 
often  and  to  long  diftarbed  both  ftates>.  In  the  firft  place,  the 
biifineis  of  the  fiiig  was  regulated  according  to  the  kitig's  fenie 
of  his  rights,  which  the  ftiates,'  tiU  now,' woti)d  never  admit. 
tn  their  treaty  with  Cromwell,  they  did  indieed  ftipulate,  that 
their  Oiips  (hoold  faltite  the  Engliih  i  but  then  this  was  expreBSKl 
in  fuch  loofe  terms,  as  afibrdedtbe  Dutch ^oom  tofuggdft,  tha^ 
the  domg  it  was  no'  more  than  a  point  of  civility.  As' the  trea- 
ties of  1661,'  i66jf  and  1668,  wiere  all,  ip  a  nianner>  built  on^ 
this  fandy  foundation,  the  cafe  had  been  hithertct  the  Cinie,  anct 
alTerted  fo  to' be  by  the  ftstes  :  but  now'  the  thing  was  put  ouf 
of  all  difpute  *,  and  what  was  before  ftykd  c^urteiy,  was  here 
confefled  to  be  a  right.  The  extent  of  the  BritiOi  feas  were 
particularly  mentioned ;  and  the  ftates  undertook,  that  not  oalf 
feparate  fhips,  but  whole  fleets,  (hould  ftrike' their  faii$  to  zof 
fleet,  or  iingle  fhip,  carrying  the  king!s  flag,  as  tb^  cuftom  ^ras^ 
in  the  days  of  his  anceftprs  *. 

The  £aft  India  trade  was  likewife  fettled  fo  as  to  prevent  fub^ 
fcquent  debates,  and  not  leave  either  party  at  liberty'to  encroacli 
on  the  other.  As  to  leiTer  matters,  commiffioners  were  to  meet 
on  both  iides  at  London  to  decide  them  ;  and>  in  cafe  they  did 
not  agree  in  the  fpace  of  three  months,  th^n  the  queen  of  Spain 
was  to  arbitrate.  Such  of  the  planters  as  had  been  reflrained 
by  the  Dutch  at  Surinam  were  to  be  left  at  their  full  liberty  to 
retire,  it  they  thought  fit,  with  their  effeds.     Places  taken  oit 

y  See  the  propofals  from  the  (larcs»genenl  to  the  king  of  Great  firicain,  prints 
ed  by  ai'thortiy,  r tf;  3,  410:  Life  of  Sir  WiUiam  Temple,  p.  abo.  Corpt  diplo- 
tn^fique  du  droit  des  gens,  tome  vii,  p.  i.  p.  153. 

z  The  whole  of  thii  oiatter  is  very  jadidotifly  explained  by  bilhop  Parker  in 
his  hi(l(>iT  of  his  own  times,  p.  159.  and  tbeintire  article  is  to  be  fonnd  in  ibe 
propolaU  made  by  the  ilaies  theraft.L'/cs,  wbich  Ihrvvl  how  great  a  point  was  car^ 
iitd  ifj  the  cynrludifig  thi*  treaty, 

both 
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]>och  fides  were  by  this  treaty  to  be  reftored,  and  the  ftates  ge- 
neral were  to  pay  bis  majefty  eight  hundred  thoufand  patacoon^ 
at  finir  payments,  the  firft  immediately  after  the  ratification  of 
tKis  treaty^  and  the  other  three  by  annual  payments, 
'  By  a  particular  treaty,  it  wa?  agreed,  that  the  Englifh  regi- 
menti  in  the  FrencK  fervice  (hould  be  fofibred  to  wear  out  for 
want  of  recruaitt,  and  by  a  iecrec  article  it  was  fettled,  that  nei- 
ther fide  (hoald  aSft  the  enemies  of  the  other  either  J)y  land  or 
£ba'.  We  may  guels  hpw  accqytable  this  treaty  was  to  the  ftates, 
Xtj  the  preient  Imade  to  the  Spaniih  ambaffiulor  for  negociating  it, 
whkb  was  fixfeen  thoufand  crowns,  and  the  gratification  of  fix 
thoufand,  which  were  given  to  don  Bernardo  de  Salinas^.  Thus 
ended  the  laft  of  our  Dut<;b  wars,  which,  though  made  againfl 
the  imereft  and  will  of  the  people,  terminated  highly  to  their 
advantage,  whrteas  the  former  war,  though  it  was  begun  at  the 
inftance  of  the  :|iation,  ended  but  indifferently ;  fo  little  corref- 
poodence  i^  there  between  the  grounds  and  ifliics  of  things  <^. 

Hie  coriau^  of  Trip<^  having  fer  fome  time  committed  great 
outrages  on  the  Eaglifh  trade,  Sir  John  Narborough  was  fent, 
io  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1675,  ^  reduce  them  to  reafon. 
The  14th  of  January  following.  Sir  John  came  before  the  place, 
and  leaving  blocked  up  the  port  ift  the  ni^ht,  fo  that  no  fhip 

'.''*■';■. 

•  I  take  whit  |  have  bera  giten  th«  aeider  from  a  very  accurate  and  authentic 
wtitcr,  wllo  hat  left  m  tlie  baft  political  namoiri  of  Europe  that  arc  catant ;  I 
mean  tbc  iiesr  d«  Moot  io  hi4  memoixei  poor  ftrvir  a  k  biftoire  dela  paix  de 
ityfarick,  ioo«  ii.  p.  a}a»  ^f. 

b  Bafnage  aaaalet  dei VfoTincct  uniei,  tome  il.  p.  499.  Le  Clerc  hi{loire  det 
proviocea  oaiea.  tome liL  liv.  z].  KevvUlc hiftoire de  Hollande,  tone  iv.  p,  33). 
U  ia  proper  to'  o^fcrve,  ih«t»'  theygb  tbc  treaty  wai  negociated  by  Sir  WiUiam 
Temple^  it  was  not  figned  by.bim,  bat  by  the  following;  committee  of  coondl* 
Tfit,  tbc  lord^kecpcr  f  inch^  ibe  lord- treasurer  Laiiancr  (afterwards  earl  of  Dan- 
Hf^  and  duke  of  Ltt^)^  the  dnke  of  Moooiouth,  the  duke  of  Ormood,  the  earl 
^Aftingtoii,  and  fecrctary  Coventry. 

e  In  CDOfcqnence  of  this,  a  treaty  of  commerce  wai  concbtded  between  hta 
fli«jefty  aod  tbc  Aaics  general  at  l^ndon,  Dec.  i»  itfH;  hy  the  eighth  article  of 
which  (in  puffoance  of  former  treaties)  free  ihips  were  to  make  free  goods, 
whack  hit  made  great  noife  of  late.  Upon  this  article  two  remarks  may  be  made : 
tfl.  That  at  this  time  it  was  in  our  farour;  fo  that  the  king  or  his  miniAere 
W«rt  not  over- reached :  adly,  This  ciaafe  extends  only  ro  fach  places  as  either 
peity  might  trade  to  in  time  of  p«ace ;  but  in  time  of  peace  the  Dutch  were  not 
allpwcd  to  trade  to  the  French  iflands,  «id,  thieitfon',  by  this  treaty  they  can 
claim  00  fuch  liberty  in  time  of  war. 

could 
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could  go  in  or  aooie  out,  he  xBataaed  aU  ^U  h^^m,  9^  f<Nit  ibem  ' 
ufider  the  CO Amml  of  lKill;^n«iftC  Shovel  (aft^vwvds  S^^ 
(ley,  the  famous  admiral)  iM)  th«  lKir)^i|r»  where  be  ieiaod  tk^ 
guard  (hip,  and  afterwards  burnt  the  fi^Uowing  ^^eSebs  which  wocc 
all  that  lay  at  that  timQ  in  the  baitboiir,  vm.  t-he  While  Eagle 
c(owned>  a  fifty  gun  fiii|>,  the  l40oking*g)^As  whiflb  Qamod 
thirty-fixv  the  Saot%  Clara  oi  twe9tyofoitr>.aiid  a  French  vefiel 
of  twenty  t  a(teir  whleh,  he  iafcdy  rcturiiad  to  .the.  Ami  without 
tbo  lofs  of'  fiogle  niao.  Thia  extraordtaary  afiioa  ftruck  the  - 
XripoUaea  with  amasement,  and  made  them  inftantlj^  foe  tot 
fW^t%  which,  howerev,  did  not  immediately  take  place,  becanfe 
they  abfolutdy  refofed  to  make  good  the  loflet.  faftatned  by  the 
£ngli&.  Sk  John  thcreujpon  caanoaaded  the  tDwn,.a&d,  find, 
ing  that  ineffeAiul>  landed  a  body  of  men  about  twenty  leagues 
from  theuce^  and  burnt  a  Taft  magazine  of  timher,.which  waa  to 
have  fenred  for  the  buildiag  of  (hips*  Whe&  all  this  failed  of 
reducing  tbciie  people.  Hit  Jcdtn  failed  to  Maha.i  and,  after  re^ 
inaining  there  for  fome  ubk^  returned  fuddenly  upon  the  ene- 
my, and  diftrefled  them  fo  much,  that  they  were  glad  to  fui^ 
mit  to  a  pe^ce  on  th^  terms  prefcribed^. 

Howetcr,  fbon  after  the  conclufion  of  this  treaty,  fome  o£ 
their  corf^irs,  retumiag  iviLO.  port,  not  only  eypn:i&d  a  great 
diflikc  thereto,  but  aAually  depofcd  the  Dey  for  making  it  i 
^od,  without  any  regard  thereto,  began  to  take  all  EngYiIk  fhips 
as  before.  Sir  John  remaining  ftill  in  the  JMediterraneaiiy  and- 
having  immediate  notice  of  what  pafied,  foddenly  appeared  with' 
eight  frigates  before  Tripoli,  and  began  with  fuch  violence  to 
batter  the  place,  that  the  inhabitants  were  glad  once  more  t^ 
renew  the  peace,  and  deliver  up  the  authors  of  the  late  dift«r«- . 
bance  to  condign  punifhment  *. 

In  1^79)  we  had  fome  diBferences  with  the  Algerines  on  ac- 
count of  their  making  prize  of  EngliOi  (hips,  under  pretence. 
that  they  were  not  furniOied  with  proper  pafles.    Upon  this  Sir 
John  Narborough  was  fent  with  a  fquadron  to  demat^d  fatisfac- 
tion ;  which  he  procured,  as  it  muft  always  be  procured,  b|E. 

• 

d  RcDDCt't  complete  hiftory  of  Eoghnd.  voL  Ui«  p.  335*  Am^U  of  dieinil- 
Ycrfe,  p.  33 1 >  347*  Corps  muyerral  .dipbniitique»tt>ili«  vii.  pare  u  p.  31ft, 
c  C  lumna  rolirata,  p.  %5i. 

dint 
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<iiiit  offeree.  His  peace,  howe^r,  <lkl  not  laA  long ;  for,  iti 
«  year  or  two,  they  comoiitted  the  like  outrages :  upon  which, 
commodore  Herbert,  aifen^ards  fi>  well  Itnown  to  the  world  by 
the  tkle  of  earl  of  Torrington,  went  thither  with  a  few  (hips, 
and  compelled  them  to  make  fattsfadion  for  what  had  pafTeJ, 
and  to  gite  the  flrongeft  affiiranecs  of  their  adlitig  in  another 
•manner  for  the  future.  That  expedition,  which  iQras  performed 
in  i6di,  proved  the  laft  in  this  reign  f. 

There  is  yet  one  tranfaAion  more  which  calls  for  our  notice, 
'dtid  that  is,  the  demolition  of  the  flrong  and  eirpenfive  fortrefs 
©f  Tangier.  We  have  already  (hewed  how  that  place  came 
into  the  hat^ds  of  the  Englifli,  and  what  pains  were  taken  to 
prefervc  it.  In  the  fpacc  of  twenty  years  it  coft  the  nation  an 
immenfe  fum  of  money  \  and  yet  many  doubted,  all  things  con- 
4idered,  whether,  after  all,  it  was  of  any  real  ufe  to  us  or  not. 
When  we  firft  had  it,  the  hatl>our  was  very  dangerous  ;  to  re- 
medy which  there  was  a  fine  mole  run  out  at  a  vaft  charge. 
Several  focieties,  or  copartnerfhips,  which  undertook  to  pcrfe£l 
tills  work,  raifed  great  foms  for  that  purpofe ;  and,  after  waAe«> 
ing  them,  mifcarried.  At  laft,  however,  all  difficulties  were  in 
ia  manner  overcome,  and  this  work  iinifhed  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  it  might  be  faid  to  vie  with  thofe  of  the  Romans,  But  the 
tioufe  of  commons,  in  1680,  having  exprefTed  a  diflike  to  the 
management  of  the  garrifon  kept  there,  which  they  fufpe£icd  to 
fee  no  better  than  a  nurfery  for  a  Popifti  army  ;  and  difcovcring, 
withal,  no  thoughts  of  providing  for  it  any  longer,  the  king 
"began,  likewife,  to  entertain  thoughts  of  quitting,  dcftroying, 
tmd  bringing  home  his  forces  from  thence.  He  endeavoured  to 
keep  this  as  fecret  as  poffible  ;  however,  the  lord  Arlington  i$ 
faid  to  have  given  fome  hint  of  his  majefty's  intention  to  the 
Portuguefe  ambaflador,  who  exprefTed  great  difcontent  there- 
at, and  was  very  defirous  that  it  (hould  be  again  delivered  into 
the  hands  of  bis  maften 

But  king  Charles  doubting,  not  without  reaion,  whether  the 
Icing  of  Portugal  would  be  able  to  maintain  the  foSe&on  of  it 
ogainft  the  Moors,  and  forefeeing  the  terrible  confequences  of 
fuch  a  port  faUing  into  their  hands,  notwithftanding  the  offer  of 

r  Annils  of  the  oniveHcf  p.  269^  278    Colamaa  roflrats^  p.  352,    Bmcher« 
a^val  hiflory,  p.  404,  405. 

large 
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large  fams,  perfift^d  fteadfly  in  bi^firft  rcfolution.  In  i68j> 
the  lord  Dartmouth  was  conftitoted  captain-general  of  his  ma- 
jefty's  forces  in  Africa,  and  governor  .<^f  Tangier^  atid  fent^  as 
admiral  of  an  Englifli  fleet,  to  deniolifh  thb  works^  blow^  up  the 
mole,  and  bring  home  the  gak'rifon  from  tb^nce  i  all  which  he 
very  effedually  performed  :  fp  that  (be  harboUr  is;'  at  this  time^ 
entirely  fpoiled  ;  and,  though  now  in  the  ha^ids  of  the  Moors^ 
is  a  very  inconfiderable  place.  One  circuinftance  atteiiding  it^ 
demolition  deferres  to  be  remarked,  bec^ufe  jt  (he^ws  the  temper 
and  fpiric  of  the  king.  He  direfied  a.confiderable  number  of 
new-coined  crown-pieces  to  be  buried  in  th^  ruins,  that  if 
(through  the  viciflitudes  of  fortune,  to  which  all  fublqnary  things 
are  liable)  this  city  fliould  ever  be  reftorcd,  there  might  remain 
fome  memorial  of  its  having  had  once  the  honcuk'  of  depending 
on  the  crown  of  Britain.  Thus,  through  difputes  between  the 
king  and  paHiament,  whatever  party -lufpicions  might  fugge^ 
the  Britiih  nation  loft  a  place. and  port  of  grea^  importances. 

It  is  on  all  hands  confeffed,  that  never  any  English;  perhaps 
I  might,  without  diflinftion  of  countries,  fay,  any  prince,  under- 
fiood  maritime  concerns  fo  well  as  Charles  IL  He  pi(|ued  hita- 
felf  very  much  on  making,  as  occafion  offered,  minute  inquiries 
into  whatever  regarded  naval  affairs :  heunderftood  fhip-buxlding 
perfeflly,  made  draughts  of  veilels  with  his  own  hands  ^ ;  he 
was  no  ftranger  to  the  conveniencies  and  inconvettiertcies  of  every 
port  in  his  dominions.  He  liflened  to  propofals  for  making  a 
yard,  dock,  and  arfenal,  at  Chriftchurch  in  Hamp{hire>;  I{e 
once  intended  to  rcllore  and  improve  the  haven  at  Dover  ^.  He 
caufed  a  furvey  of  Gucrnfey  to  be  made  ;  and  had  a^ually  the 
plan  drawn,  of  a  harbour,  mole,  and  citadel,  which  were  to 
bavc  been  conflruAed  in  that  ifland ;  and  which  would  have 

S  Kennet's  complete  hiftory  of  EngUnJ;  toI.  iii.  p.  ^7^,  40^.   Echard,  p.  994^ 
1043.  barchety  p.  405.  *^  Sec  the  du^e  of  Backinghamfbire'i  cb  ra^er  ok 

Charles  II.  Welwood's  memoir^  p.  146.  Biftiop  of  RocbcOer's  hiOory  of  the 
roy^}  *foctety,  ^.  149,  150.  t  Capcftrn  iTarr anion's  England's  im pro vemeot, 

vol.  i.  p.  41.  If  the  Clarendon  incereft  had  contioued^  this,  Which  was  once 
ftrongly  in  contemplation,  would  probably  have  been  carried  alfo  into  execntion. 
k  A  dilcourie  of  fea-ports,  principally  of  the  port  and  haven  of  Dover  ;  wrUren 
by  Sir  V/.  Raleigh,  and  addrelTed  to  qoeen  Elifabefh.  To  which  is  added,  pro« 
pofals  and  remarks  upon  the  fame  fubjc^t,  written  Wy  command  of  Charles  II. 
London,  1700,  4.0. 

been 
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been  all  of  infinite  ufe  and  benefit  to  this  nation  >  c  but  he  was 
to  expenfive  in  his  pleafures^  the  jealoufi«s  raifed  agaanft  him 
were  fo  ftrong,  he  was  fo  much  in  the  hands  of  iavourites  and 
miftrefles,  he  was  fo  frequently  and  fo  egtegioufly  betrayed  by 
both,  and  his  finances,  through  his  whole  reign,  were  fo  cramp- 
ed, and  in  fuch  diforder,  that  he  was  not  able  to  accomplifh 
any  one  of  thefe  great  defigns ;  which,  neverthejeb,  it  is  not 
improper  ihould  be  here  fuccin£^ly  remembered. 

But,  in  refpcGt  to  the  royal  navy,  which  through  bis  whol* 
reign  claimed  his  peculiar  attention,  he  was  more  fortunate* 
On  bis  entering  into  pofleiBon  of  his  kingdoms,  it  was  coror 
monly  belicTed,  from  the  fine  appearance  of  the.  fquadron  tha( 
convoyed  him  from  Holland,  his  marine  was  in  excellent  order ; 
and,  for  reaibns  of  ftate,  the  king  himfelf  encouraged  and  con- 
firmed that  opinion :  but  the  fa£i,  notwithftanding  this,  was 
quite  otherwife.  After  the  death  of  Cromwell,  the  funds  for 
the  fleet  were  diverted  to  various  other  purposes  i  the  fibres 
were  in  a  great  meafure  exhaufted,  in  fitting  out  admiral  Mon- 
tague's fquadron  to  the  Baltic  y  the  fmall  remains  of  arms  and 
ammunition  were  iflued,  by  the  rump)  for  fupprefling  Sir  George 
Booth ;  the  confufions  that  enfued,  gave  opportunities  to  em- 
)>ezzle  what  little  matter  was  left,  and  there  remained  no  autho- 
rity to  reftrain,  much  lefs  to  repair  thefe  mifcbiefs.  This  ac- 
counts for  the  king's  finding  things,  in  reference  to  the  Sect  and 
ordnance,  in  fo  weak  and  defencelefs  a  condition ;  and  explains 
likewife  his  coaduA  in  covering  it  as  carefully  as  it  was  po£- 
fible,  to  prevent  cither  domeftic  or  foreign  enemies  (of  both  which 
he  had  enough)  firom  availing  themfelves  of  this  his  weak  ana 
diftrefled  fituation.  It  was  to  conceal  this  that  he  demanded 
nothing  from  parliament ;  but,  putting  both  departments  into 
the  hands  of  thofe  in  whom  he  could  entirely  confide,  fupplyr 
ing  them^  from  time  to  time,  with  fuch  fums  as  he  could  borrow^ 
)ie^  with  much  filence  and  fecrecy,  re6iified  aU  things ;  fo  chat, 
at  the  opening  of  the  firft  Dutch  war  in  his  r^tgn,  the  navy  and 
crdnance  both  were  in  perfeA  order,  and  all  parts  of  the  fer-i 


•   The  rcYcreod  Mr.  Falle's  accontiK  of  Jerfty  Jn  tl»«  iDtrodu^Hoii,  from,  ihft 
tfucDoirs  of  the  ficur  dt  Stisam. 

Vol,  II.  T  -  vice 
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yice  provided  for  in  an  ample  and  regular  manner  ^.  But'tliouglf 
this  was  truly  the  ftate  of  fhips  and  ftores  at  his  reftoradoi^ 
yet^  in  refpeA  to  men,  it  was  fat  o^herwife.  The  failors  were 
numerous,  brave,  and  weli-difcipUned ;  as  to  commanden  of 
every  rank,  po  navy  was  ever  better  fumiihed,  as  they  had  been 
picked  by  the  long  parliament,  trained  under  B{a]pe,  Ii{{onk,  and 
Ayicue;  inured  to  hardfhipS)  iiuOied  with  viflories,  c^VQtous  of 
honour :  the  faperior  officers  were  all  qf  diftinguiibed  merit, 
and  abundance  of  very  able  men  employed  therein*  It  muft 
likewife  be  confeiTed,  to  the  hpnourof  his  government,  that  h^ 
preferved  them  in  their  feveral  pods,  without  any  rttpcEt  to 
party :  which,  without  queftion,  contributed  t>at  a  little  to  the 
increafe  of  our  naval  power'',. 

l|ow  indent  he  was,  for  the  firft  ten  years  of  his  reign,  ii^ 
promoting  whatever  had  a  pudency  this  way,,  appears  from  all 
the  candid  hiftories  of  thofe  times,  from  the  colledions  of  or* 
ders,  and  other  public  papers  relating  to  the  direction  of  the 
navy  while  the  duke  of  York  was  admiral,  publKhed  of  late 
years,  and  in  every  body's  hands  ° ;  and,  in  a  Ihort  and  narrow: 
compafs,  from  the  fpeech  made  by  the  lord-keeper  Bridgeman  ; 
who  affirmed,  that,  from  1660  to  1670,  the  charge  of  the  navy 
had  never  amounted  to  lefs  than  half  a  million  a- year  K  But, 
after  the  fecond  Dutch  war,  the  king  grew  more  laving  in  this 

B)  Continuation  of  die  life  of  Edward  ear|  of  Clarendon,  p.  145.  where  the 
reader  Q>ay  meet  with  an  ample,  acearate,  and  authentic  account  6i  this  matter. 
B  Such  as  Sir  George  Ayiciie,  Sir  William  Batten,  Sir  John 'LawfoD,  Sir  Rklwnl 
Stayner,  Sir  William  Penn,  and  many  others.  ^  The  tkle«f  this  bo«k  is. 

Memoirs  of  the  Englilh  affairs,  chiefly  navai,  from  the  ye«r^x<6o  to  x\^y%  by  bis 
royal  highncfs  James,  duke  of  York,  London,  1719,  8?b. 

P  Happy  future  ftate  of  Enjrland-,  by  Sir  Peter  Pctt,  p.  iBy.  The  defijn  of 
this  fpeech  was  to  tndace  the  hoofe  of  commons  to  ^ant  a  Aip^y  f<(M-  iMs  ^rti« 
cular  fcrvice  of  incrrafnig  the  royal  ntvy ;  aud,  after  having  (hewn  the  ^«at  im« 
porNnce  of  (\\t\\  a  proceeding,  his  lordlhip  goes  on  thus  :  "  My  lords  and  gen* 
*'  tlemen,  his  majrfly  is  confident,'  that  you  will  not  be  contented  to  fee  him 
*'  deprived  of  all  the  advantages  which  he  might  procure  hefeby  to 'his  king- 
"  doffls,  nay,  even  to  all  Chriftendom,  ia  the  repofc  and  quiet  of  it;  that  yoa 
^-  wiil  nbt  ^  content  alone  to  fee  your  neighbours  nrengtheoing  themieWet  ia 
V  ^**Pping  fo  mnch'more  than  they  were  before,  and  at  home  to  fee  the  govern* 
**  oient  Sniggling  every  year  with  difficulties,  and  not  able  to  keep  up  oar  na« 
*'  vies  equal  with  theirs.  lie  finds  that,  by  his  accounts  from  the  year  i6tfo  to 
••  the  late  war,  the  ordinary  chaf^e  of  the  fleet,  communihits  antrij,  came  to 
'    .bwut  jco,--o  I.  a  year^  ai:d  it  cannot  be  fupportcd  with  Icfi." 

.  •  •  • 
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article;  iMid  yet»  Id  1678^  when  the  oation  ia  general  expelled 
a  war  with  Frange^  hk  navy  was  in  tjnelleat  or4er.  The  jadi<^ 
cioQS  Mfk  Pepys,  fis^et^ry  to  the  admiralty^  has  left  us  a  parti- 
cular accoiipt  of  its  fta(e  in  the  month  of  Auguft  that  year  1 
^bich,  as  it  is  very  ibortt.  I  think  it  may  not  be  apufi  to  in- 
left  it  \ 

ABSTRACT   of  the  FLEET. 
Rates#        Number.        Men* 


Firc-fcipsj 


I                 5 

3»3$ 

2                4 

»5SS 

3               «<$ 

5010 

4               33 

6460 

5               " 

1400 

6                  7 

4»3 

i                    6 

340 

Totals     83 

18323 

Of  thefe  feventy-lix  were  in  fea-pay,  the  ftore-houFes  and  maga- 
zines in  complete  orders  and|  which  is  ftill  more  to  the  purpo(e» 
thirty  capital  (hips  were  then  aAually  in  building,  (eleven  newly 
launched,  and  nineteen  upon  the  flocks)  \  and  that  the  reader 
may  frame  a  juft  notion  of  the  increafe  of  the  navy,  during  this 
pZTt  of  the  king's  reign^  I  muft  obferve,  that,  at  mid-fummer 
i660|  the  whole  fleet  of  the  xiation  confided  but  of  lixly-five 
veflels  of  all  fi^es,  as  appears  by  an  original  letter  under  the 
hand  of  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry '.  But,  after  this  period  of  time, 
I  m^n  from  the  date  of  the  lift,  the  king  finding  himfelf  exr 
tremely  diftreflcd  at  home,  and,  confequently,  in  a  fituation  per- 
plexed enough  abroad,  was  perfuaded,  or  rather  compelled,  to 
alter  the  management  of  his  navy  \  which  he  did  in  it^79,  in 
order  to  make  himfelf  eafy  in  his  civil  government  i  Sir  Anthony 
DeanC)  Mr.  Pepys,  and  fevcral  other  old  officers  of  the  navy^ 

<l  Memoirs  relating  to  the  ftatc  of  the  royal  navy  for  ten  yean,  by  Samuel 
Pepyfi  Ffq;  p.  6*  ^  Memoirs  of  Engliih  afT^rs,  chiefly  Daval,  p.  xz. 

y  2  leaving 
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haying  been  lb  unfortunate  to  incur  the  difpleafure  of  the  hoiife 
of  commons,  by  whom  they  were  committed*. 
'  This  new  adminiftration,  with  refpeA  to  naval  afiairs,  fub&ft- 
ed  for  about  five  years ;  and»  if  it  had  continued  five  years 
iMger,  would,  in  all  probability,  have  remedied  even  the  nu* 
xnerous  and  mighty  evils  it  had  introduced,  by  wearing  cot  the 
whole  royal  navy,  and  fo  leaving  no  room  for  future  miftakes. 
It  was  a  juft  fenfe  of  this  that  induced  the  king,  in  1684,  to  re- 
fume  the  management  of  the  fleet  into  his  own  hands,  to  reftore 
again  moll  of  the  old  ofiicers,  and  to  undertake  the  bringing 
things  once  more  into  order :  but  before  any  conCderable  pro- 
grefe  could  be  made  in  fo  great  a  work,  his  majefty  died,  and 
left  the  care  of  it  to  his  fucceilbr^ 

The  trade  of  the  nation  I  have  heretofore  fhewed  to  have 
been  jn  a  very  declming  fituation  at  the  time  of  the  re(toration; 
I  have  alfo  obferved,  that  it  was  much  helped  by  feveral  treaties 
of  peace  made  foon  after" ;  and  though  I  am  far  from  denying^ 
that,  through  the  king's  too  ftrid  intercourfe  with  France,  his 
running  counter,  in  many  refpe£b,  to  the  interefts  as  well  as 
inclinations  of  his  heft  rubje£ls,  and  that  diflblute  fpirit  of  luxn* 
ry  and  corruption,  which,  if  not  introduced,  was  at  leaft  coun- 
tenanced and  encouraged  by  the  king's  temper  and  pra£lice, 
might  hinder  our  trade  from  reaching  that  height  which  other- 
1«4fc  it  would  have  done  ^. 

Yet,  upon  the  whole,  I  am  fully  perfuaded,  that,  duting  his 
Ivhole  reign,  we  were  vcrjr  great  gainers  thereby;  and  this,  I 
think,  I  can  make  clearly  appear.  In  the  firft  place,  the  former 
Dutch  war  was  moft  certainly  undertaken  for  the  fake  of  trade  i 
tior  can  it  be  conceived,  that,  in  the  fecond,  the  Dutch  would 
have  pufhed  as  they  did,  from  any  other  motive  than  an  appre- 
henfion  that,  from  rivals,  we  Ihould  become  their  fuperiors  in 
commerce ;  to  which,  from  the  very  genius  of  their  flate,  they 
could  not  patiently  fabmit.    In  the  next  place,  let  us  confidor 

•  The  hiRory  aiMi  proceedings  of  the  hoafe  of  comHions»  printed  for  Richard 
ChiMuikr,  voL  i.  p.  %6o,  ^  Memoirs  of  the  royal  otvy,  bf  Mr.  Pepfc, 

p.  10.  u  See  p.  78,  8  j.  ^  The  world'i  miftake  10  Oliver  CktMn* 

well,  written  by  Sling(by  Bethel,  Efq;  who,  in  the  latter  end  of  the  creatile,  doet 
juflice  to  this  king*f  ad minifl ration  in  nfptd  to  coihmfrce.  Coke's  detefHon  of 
the  four  Uft  rclgoSj  p.  W.  p.  io;. 

•  the 
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the  mighty  lofles  fuftained  in  the  fpace  of  fifteen  years  by  the 
plague,  the  &c  of  London,  and  the  two  Dutch  wars.  They 
have  been  computed,  by  men  much  better  ikilled  in  political 
arithmetic  than  I  pretend  to  be,  at  littlo  lef3  than  twenty-feven 
millions  '. 

But  fuppofing  jthem  to  have  amounted  only  tp  twenty  millions, 
the  nation  muft  have  been  reduced  to  the  loweft  ebb  of  poverty 
and  diftreis,  if  (he  bad  not  been  relieved  by  the  vaft  profits  of 
her  foreign  trade.  This  it  was  that  repaired  the  lofs  of  our 
people  in  a  furprifing  manner,  rarfed  the  city  of  London,  like  a 
phoenix,  brighter  and  more  beautiful  for  having  been  in  flames, 
and  inereafed  our  (hipping  to  double  what  it  was  at  the  time  of 
the  king's  coming  in.  Thefe  are  h£is  agreed  on  by  the  greateft 
men  that  ever  handled  fubje  As  of  this  nature,  grounded  on  fuch 
evidence  as  couldnot  deceive  them,  and  juftified  by  effeAs  which 
even  pofterity  may  contemplate,  and  from  thence  difcern  the 
wifdom  and  truth  of  their  computations  ^« 

The  £aft  India  Company  were  exceedingly  favoured  and  pro- 
tefted,  eipecially  in  the  beginning  of  this  reign ;  the  African 
company  was  in  the  zenith  of  its  glory,  and  brought  in  vaft 
profits  to  the  proprietors  and  the  nation  '•  Many  of  our  planta* 
tions  were  fettled  by  his  majefty's  favour ;  fuch  as  Pennfylvania, 
Carolina,  ifc.  *  Others  were  reftored  to  this  nation  by  his 
arms;  fuch  as  New  York,  and  the  Jerfeys^;  and  all  had  fuch 
encouragement,  that  they  made  quite  another  figure  than  in  for- 
mer times,  as  we  may  guefs  from  what  a  modem  writer  (no  way 
partial  to  this  prince)  fays  of  Barbadoes;  that,  during  his  reign, 
it  maintained  four  hundred  fail  of  (hips,  produced  two  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  a-year  clear  profit  to  this  nation,  and  maintain- 
ed one  hundred  thoufand  people  there  and  here  ^. 

'  By  Sir  WiUian  Petty  in  his  politicil  arithmetic,  who  without  qnedion  on- 
dcrftooH  the  grounds  of  that  art  as  well  as  ever  any  man  did.  Dr.  DaTenant  alfo 
mat  of  the  fame  mind,  and  fays  eicprefsly,  that  thefe  tofles  might  be  computed 
St  between  twenty*>tour  and  twenty-fevcn  millions.  Diftourfei  on  the  public  re- 
iremie  and  trade  of  England,  voL  iL  p.  44.  r  Sec  Pett*s  happy  future  ftatc 

of  Englind,  $tr  William  Petty*s  poHtical  arithmetic,  and  his  eflays.  Dr.  Dave- 
liant*$  book  before  cited,  and  his  eilay  upon  the  probable  methods  of  making 
people  gainers  in  the  balance  of  trade.  *  See  a  general  treatife  of  naval 

trade  and  eommercei  toK  ii.  chap.  5.  *  Curfon's  compendium  of  the  iiiwff 

AAd  government  of  England,  p.  51  a*  ^  See  the  Briitlh  empire  in  America, 

under  thofc  thlei.  c  |bld.  p.  i64,  16  j, 

Thefe 
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■  « 

Tbefe  are  high,  cakuhtions;  but  I  bdieVk  the  prrlbn  Wbci 
msKle  them  is  able  to  joAify  theoiy  aad  therefore  I  siake  no  <|uef^ 
tion  that  Sir  William  Petty  was  in  the  rigbti  when  he  calculated 
our  exports  at  ten  miOiQns  per  annuvt^^  This  iigrces  very  well 
with  the  iiate  of  our  cuftoms,  which  fell  then  little  ihort  of  2 
million,  though  in  1660  they  were  larnied  for  four  hundred 
thoufand  pounds,  as  they  were  onee  let  by  ^Heen  Elifabeth  at 
thirty-fix  tboufand.  Dr.  Davenant,  an  exceUeot  judge  in  thcfk 
snatters,  having  duly  weighed  all  the  calculations  I  have  meo^ 
tioned,  and  compared  them  with  all  the  lights  he  bad  received 
from  long  experience,  pronounces  the  balance  of  trade  to  have 
been  in  our  favour,  in  this  reign,  two  millions  a-ycarj  and  lefs^ 
I  thiuk,  it  could  not  well  be^  The  bounds  prefcribcd  to  thii 
work  will  not  allow  me  to  fay  more  on  this  fubjefi,  and  I  mud 
have  violated  the  duty  I  owe  to  truth  and  my  country,  if  I  bs^ 
laid  lefs» 

We  are  now  to  fpeak  particularly  of  the  moft  remarkable 
among  thofe  illuArious  perfons,  whofe  gallant  a£lions  at  Tea  have 
been  already  ocqafionally  mentioned  in  this  hifiory ;  men,  who^ 
in  point  of  military  and  civil  virtue,  have  deferved  as  well  of  their 
country  as  men  could  do,  and  whoie  fame,  therefore,  ought  to 
be  tranfmitted  to  pofterity  with  due  refpcA.  Amongfl:  thefe,  in 
the  firft  place,  let  iis  take  notice  of  hira  to  ^hofe  loyalty  we  owe 
the  virtues  and  fervice^  of  all  the  reft. 

MEMOIRS    of  General   GEORGE  MONK, 

Duke  of  Albemarle,  and  Knight  of  the  Garter. 


IF  the  intrinfic  worth  of  a  man's  a£boils  were  fuiEcieht  to  fe- 
cure  the  applaufe  of  fucceeding  timesi  there  would  be  little 
occallon  to  enter  ihinutcly  into  the  memoirs  of  this  great  fcftdiet 
and  Teaman ;  andj  on  the  other  hand,  if  there  be  any  thing  lau- 
dable in  removing  thofe  (hades  which  the  envious  are  always  la- 
bouring to  throw  oVer  the  reputation  of  the  worthy^  then  cer- 
tainly no  man*s  life  woiild  claim  greater  attention  than  his  of 


d  PoUrical  arifhmetic,  p.  244. 
trade  of  England,  vol.  ii.  p.  47* 


^  Difcourfcs  on  the  public  rcTcndcs  acid 


whoitt 
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whpta  I  ^0  rpeakbig,  the  merit  of  whofe  fervices  fcarce  railed 
bim  more  friends,  than  the  glory  pf  them  excited  detra£k>rs. 

He  'wae  by  birth  a  gentleman,  d^ceaded  on  the  father's  fide 
frocB  an  ancient  and  honourable  family,  lettiediroxn  the  time  of 
jlcyfy  HI.  at  Potheri<%e  in  Devonihire ;  and,  by  the  female  linen 
fpning  £r<Mn  the  viAorious  Edward  IV.  ^  He  was  the  (econd  fon 
pf  Sir  Thomas  Monk,  a  man  whpfe  qualities  and  virtues  deferved 
a  better  fortune ;  for  time,  in  doing  honour  to  hi$  family,  had 
ali^oft  worn  out  his  cAate.  His  foi^  George  was  born  on  the 
6th  of  Decetnber>  1608 1  and  his  ff^her,  having  not  much  wealth 
tp  :giye,  intended  him  frooi  his  childhood  for  the  fword,  and 
therefore  beftowed  on  him  fucii  an  education  as  was  requiiite  to 
qualify  him  for  the  profeflioo  of  arms,  for  which  he  gave  a  proof 
#f  his  capacity  ^hen  he  ^as  ^arce  able  to  wield  them^« 

In  the  firft  year  o£  the  reign  of  king  Charles  I.  his  majeftyj, 
fvho  had  then  in  view  a  war  with  Spain,  came  down  to  Flly- 
fnouth,  in  order  to  m£pe&  the  naval  preparations  that  were 
|naking  there.  Sir  Thomas  Monk  had  a  mind  to  pay  his  duty  to 
his  prince,  though  his  debts  (derived  rather  from  his  anceftors 
extravagance  than  his  own)  made  him  fomewhat  afraid  of  the 
law.  To  remedy  thi$  evil,  be  font  his  ion  George  to  the  under- 
iheriflfof  Devon^re  with  a  confiderable  prefcnt,  defiring  that, 
on  fo  extraordinary  an  occaGon,  be  might  be  fafe  from  any  in* 
fult  while  he  attended  the  king.  The  (heriff  took  the  pre&nt, 
an4  ipranted  bis  Tc<}tteit,  but,  fbon  after  receiving  a  larger  from 

f  The  fiHl  notice  that  1  believe  the  world  ever  had  of  this  matter,  wa^  from 
M  ptmyiiiec,  pointed  in  rtfsp,  incitled,  '*  The  pedigree  and  defcent  of  his  excel- 
^  kncv  giotra)  fAo^k,  teinf  £»cd)  how  he  is  deficendcd  from  Rin^-Edwmrd  ^I. 
"  by  a  bra(u:|i  and  G^  vf  the  while  ro^,  (h<  boiM'e  of  Twk,  and  likewife  his  «]>« 
**  tra^lioo  ftota  Richard  kin^of  the  Romans."  TJiis  was  pablifhed  with  a  view, 
I  fttpporc,  to  conntcuaoce  a  defign  fo^e  people  had  entertained  of  inclining  the 
ftnaral  c»  aflume  the  «rown  himfelf,  inilead  of  redoring  the  king.  The  fad, 
bowevcf ,  is  trae  is  to  his  decent,  which  may  be  leen  in  Dogdaie  and  «chcr  a«  • 
thors.  Sut  this  defeent  co'4(l  not  polGbly  gire  him  any  titJe  to  the  crown,  fince 
the  lady  FraAces  Pltntagenet  wai  5rft  vYarried  into  the  family  of  B-AHct,  and  had 
sAbe  of  that  marriage ;  and,  which  is  ftill  more  to  the  purpofe,  her  fither  Arthur, 
▼IToDiint  L*Iflc,  was  only  aatttTAl  ion  to  Edward  IV.  We  cannot  wonder,  there* 
fore,  that  to  thinking  a  man  as  genecal  Monk  defpiled  fvch  a  pitiful  ftrain  of 
flaitcry  on  a  circnmftance  otberwife  very  honourable  to  his  family. 

C  TheTe  particolars  are  taken  from  the  life  of  general  Monk,  written  by  Dr. 
Gamble,  hit  life  by  Dr.  Skinner,  and  what  is  faid  of  hioi  in  Priocc'j  worthies  i»f 
Devon. 

one 
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one  of  his  creditors,  took  him  in  execution  in  the  hce  of  the 
county.'  George  Monk,  whofe  youth  led  him  to  think  this  a 
ilrange  adion,  went  to  Exeter,  and  after  expoftulating  with  the 
pettifogger,  who  was  altogether  infenfible  as  to  reproaches,  took 
his  leave  of  him  in  a  more  intelligible  language,  and  caned  him 
fo  heartily,  that  he  left  him  in  no  condition  of  following  him. 
This  adventure  fent  him  on  board  the  fleet,  which,  under  the 
command  of  lord  Wimbleton,  fhortly  after  failed  for  Cadiz^ 
when  he  was  in  the  feventeenth  year  of  his  age:  and  thus  he 
began,  as  he  ended,  his  fenrice  to  his  country  at  fea^. 

In  this  voyage  he  ferved  as  a  volunteer  under  his  near  relation^ 
Sir  Richard  Greenvile:  the  next  year  we  find  him  with  a  pair 
of  coloiurs,  under  the  brave  Sir  John  Burroughs,  in  the  unfor- 
tunate expedition  to  the  ifle  of  Rbe,  Such  unlucky  beginnings 
would  certainly  have  daunted  a  lefs  refolute  mind  than  that  of 
Mn  Monk,  who  was  diflinguifhed,  in  his  youth,  by  a  fteadineis 
of  temper  which  he  maintained  to  his  dying  hour,  and  which 
was  equally  incapable  of  being  heated  by  paffion,  or  chilled  bjp 
fear. 

In  1628,  being  then  Completely  of  age,  he  went  over  to  Hoi- 
land,  and  ferved  in  the  regiment  of  the  earl  of  Oxford,  and 
afterwards  in  that  of  the  lord  Goring,  who  gave  him  the  com- 
mand of  his  own  company,  before  he  was  thirty  years  of  age. 
In  this  fervice,  Mr.  Monk  was  prefent  in  ieveral  fleges  and  bat- 
tles, and  purfuing  fteadity  the  iludy  of  his  profeflion,  became  a 
complete  mafler  therein.  In  the  laft  year  of  his  flay  in  Holland, 
his  winter-quarters  were  afhgned  him  in  Dort,  where  the  magi- 
ftrates  punifhing  fome  of  his  foldiers,  for  matters  rather  proper 
for  the  infpe£iion  of  a  court-martial,  captain  Monk  expofhilated 
the  matter  (b  warmly^  that  the  point  came  to  be  decided  by  the 
prince  of  Orange,  who,  though  he  in  a  like  cafe  bad  givea 
judgment  in  favour  of  Sir  Richard  Cave,  (ind  thereby  milled 
the  captain),  now,  to  gratify  the  people,  gave  it  for  the  burgh- 
ers )  which  fo  dxfgufled  Monk,  who  under  a  calm  behaviour 
concealed  a  very  high  fpirit,  that  he  foon  after  threw  up  hia 
commiffion,  and  never  faw  the  Dutch  more  as  a  friends 

On 

k  Skmuer*j  Iffe  of  j^eneral  Monk,  p.  ix.  1  Gumble*i  life  of  general 

Mook,  p.  4-    Jvoroal  of  ch<:  expcditioo  to  the  iflc  of  Rhe,  in  lord  Laofilowo^s 
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Oii  his  r^torn  houie^  he  found  his  country  in  greSit  confuGbn^ 
a  war  newly  broke  out  with  the  rebellious  Scots^  and  an  army 
raifing  to  cbaftife  them,  i^i  which  he  ferved  as  a  lieutenant-co- 
lonel, under  the  earl  of  Newport ;  and,  if  his  advice  had  been 
taken,  things  had  not  ended  as  they  did*^.  When  the  war  bla- 
zed out  in  Ireland,  in  1641,  he,  through  the  favour  of  his  cou-* 
fin^  the  earl  of  Leicefter^  then  lord- lieutenant j  was  appointed 
to  command  his  own  regiment ;  in  which  pod  he  did  great  fer- 
vice,  and  might  have  been  governor  of  Dublin^  but  for  the  jea* 
loufy  of  the  earl  of  Ormonde  >. 

In  1643,  ^^  returned  into  England  to  ferve  his  majefly,  to 
vrhom  he  was  introduced  at  Oxford^  and  honoured  with  a  con* 
fcrence  which  laded  fome  time,  and  which  fatisfied  the  king 
how  ill  he  had  been  ufed  by  bis  minifters,  who^  upon  fome  dirty 
intelligence  from  Dublin,  prevailed  upon  his  majefty  to  take 
siway  his  regiment,  and  give  it  to  major  Warren }  a  man  of  fo 
much  honour,  that  they  found  no  fmall  difficulty  in  prevailing 
on  him  to  accept  it.  To  make  colonel  Monk  fome  amends,  the 
king  conftituted  him  a  major-general  of  the  Iri(h  brigade,  and 
then  fent  him  to  his  command ;  which  he  had  not  enjoyed  long, 
before  he,  with  many  other  officers,  were  furprized  by  Sir  Tho^ 
mas  Fairfax,  and  fent  prifoners  to  Hull ;  from  whence^  by  fpe- 
cial  direction  of  the  parliament,  he  was  transferred  to  the  Tower 
of  London,  where  he  remained  feveral  years  a  prilbncr,  in  cir- 
cumftances  narrow  enough  $  though  his  brother,  who  was  a 

workf,  Vol.  lii.  p.  a; 3.  in  which  ii  the  failowing  paHige :  *'  July  aS.  The  day 
**  foUowing  Mr.  Monk  came  fr«m  England  through  the  mtin,  (pailtog  the  army 
**  which  lay  before  Rochelle  with  great  hazard  of  bis  life),  and  bronght  a  meflage 
"  by  word  of  moach,  from  the  king  to  my  lord  duke,  with  intelligence  of  thirty 
**  or  forty  fail  of  (hips,  with  three  or  four  t)ioufaad  men,  preparing  in  France." 
Skibner't  continuation  of  Bdtei,  p.  lox.  Lord  Clarendon's  hiftory  of  the  rebel- 
lion, Tol.  Vi.  p.  699.  k  Skinnei'a  life  of  Monk,  p.  18.  where  he  a/lerts^ 
chat  lientenant  Monk  wet  one  of  the  few  officers  who  feconded  the  eirl  of  Straf- 
ford in  liis  defire  of  fighting  the  Scots,  infteid  of  treating  with  them,  which  at 
all  ercois  mnO  have  ferred  the  king's  pnrpofe :  bnt  his  tendernefs  for  his  coun- 
trymen ruined  him,  and,  by  bfaniig  fo  mnch  from  rebels  in  one  kingdom,  he 
bivited  a  rebellion  in  another.  I  Skinner's  life  of  general  Monk,  p.  21  • 
Jbudbw  tells  nsin  hii  memoirf,  p.  77.  that,  when  Ormonde  fent  him  ovrr,  he 
ordered  him  to  be  confined  in  the  (hip,  becaufe  he  had  made  a  icruple  of  ferving 
againd  (he  parliament  with  forces  raifcd  by  their  authority.  This  ft)c«s,  that 
general  Monk  was  not  fuch  •  foldier  of  fortune  as  Burnet  and  ibme  other  writers 
would  make  him,  Lut  that  hr  liaJ  aUvs)*  a  great  refpeA  to  priaciplc. 
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royalifti  and  confequently  the  lefs  aUe,  did  what  he  could  for 
.  bitn,  and  his  generous  mafter  fent  him  from  Oxford  one  hun- 
dred pounds  in  gold }  which  i)ras  'a  large  fum  out  of  fo  low  an 
exchequer". 

In  1646.7,  when  the  fury  of  the  dvil  war  was  over,  by  the 
total  ruin  of  the  king's  affairs,  colonel  Monk  accepted  a  com- 
sniffion  under  his  relation  the  lord  Ulflci  whom  the  parliament 
had  appointed  to  the  government  of  Ireland.  When,  in  confer 
quence  of  this,  he  obtained  his  liberty,  he  went,  before  he  left 
the  Tower,  to  pay  his  rcfpefb  to  the  venerable  do£tor  Matthew 
Wren,  lord  bifhop  of  Ely ;  and,  having  received  his  blefling, 
the  colonel  took  his  leave  in  thefc  words :  "  My  lord,  I  am 
M  now  going  to  ierve  the  king,  the  beft  I  may,  againft  his 
^  bloody  rebels  in  Ireland ;  and  I  hope  I  fhall  one  day  live  to 
««  do  further  fcrvice  to  the  royal  caufe  in  England".**  At  this 
time,  howeter^  be  was  not  very  fortunate ;  for,  after  a  (hort 
flay  in  that  kingdom,  he  returned  with  lord  L'Ifle,  whofe  diffe- 
rence with  the  marquis  6f  Ormonde  hindered  either  of  them 
from  ferving  their  country  effeAually :  but  colonel  Monk  did 
not  long  remain  idle  in  England ;  for  the  parliament  knew  his 
abilities  too  well,  and  had  too  quick  a  fenfe  of  the  ftate  of  Irifh 
afTairs,  not  to  employ  him  in  the  only  fervjce  to  which  he  was 
inclined :  and  thus  he  returned  a  third  time  into  Ireland,  with 
the  title  of  commander  in  chief  of  the  Englifli  forces  in  the 
^orth^j  where,  in  conjunction  with  colonel  Jones  and  Sir 
Charles  Coote,  he  took  Athboy,  Portlefter,  Ballyfannon,  Nab- 
ber,  and  Ballyho.  Afterwards,  with  the  afliftance  of  Sir  Price 
Coghrun,  and  lieutenant*colonel  Cunningham,  hefurprifed 


™  Skinner's  life  of  Monk,  p.  25.  See  tiro  the  preface  by  Dr.  Wcbfitfr*  vb^e 
there  is  a  letter  f^om  Mr,  Monk  (o  his  elder  brother,  dated  from  the  Towcr» 
Noy.  6,  1^44,  aeknowlcdging  (be  receipt  of  ^o  K  and  defirlnfr  the  like  faoi* 
u  Skinner*s  life  of  Monk,  p.  xf .  Pii  r  v  n  T  a  L 1  i£,  or  memmrs  of  the  hwtf  of 
the  Wrens,  viz.  of  Mattbew  bifhop  of  £If ,  Chriftof4ier  dean  of  W'wd(6r^  bat 
chiefly  of  Sir  ChriAopher  Wreo,  late  forveyor-general  of  the  royal  boildlags^ 
4rc,  compiled  by  his  Ton  Chridophcr,  and  ^ublifhed  by  his  graftdfon  Stepbco 
Wren,  E(q}  fol.  London,  itso,  p.  &?•  where  this  remarkable  incident  is  re« 
Uccd  at  brge.  See  alTo  Coke's  detcaioo,  vol.  ii.  p.  48,  who  fays  he  had  it  from 
ibat  reverend  prelate's  own  mo«th.  •  Heath's  chronicle,  p.  ll^    Wbi€- 

locke's  memorials,  p.  xtj.    Gumblc's  life  of  Monk,  p.  25.    CUreadon's  btftory 
of  the  rebellion,  ToL  ?•  p.  319. 
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rickfergus,  the  he^d  of  the  Scots  quarters  in  that  kingdom,  and 
in  it  major-general  Monroe  and  bis  troops,  who  was  drawing 
them  out,  with  an  intention  to  join  the  forces  of  his  nephew^ 
Sir  George  Monroe,  in  Scotland  ^*  This  a£iion  and  fuccefs, 
£iys  Whitlocke'i,  was  one  of  the  firft  that  brought  colonel 
Monk  into  extraordinary  favour  with  the  parliament,  who  began 
to  have  more  confidence  in  him  than  they  bad  formerly,  fince 
his  revolt  to  them.  A  letter  of  thanks  was  fent  to  Monk,  his 
officers,  and  foldiers ;  he  was  likewife  appointed  governor  of 
Carrickfergus,  and  five  hundred  pounds  were  ordered  him,  as 
a  reward  for  his  good  fervices*  As  to  major-general  Monroe» 
he  was  conduced  to  England,  where,  upon  his  arrival,  be  was 
eommitted  to  the  Fleet ;  the  officer,  major  Brough,  who  had 
the  care  of  him,  receiving  two  hundred  pounds,  by  command' 
of  the  parliament,  for  his  attention  in  that  partiodarJ 

As  for  our  colonel,  he  purfued  the  path  he  was  in  with  pa* 
tience ;  and  though  it  was  a  very  difficult  thing  to  manage  fucli 
a  divided  authority,  yet  the  prudence  of  Monk  enabled  him  to 
furmonnt  this  difficdcy,  and  many  others,  fome  of  which  were 
yet  greater.  He  was  forced  to  make  war  without  money,  which 
he  did  fo  effe^ally,  as  to  reduce  Owen  Roe  O  Neile  to  tha 
otmoft  diftrefs,  by  carrying  off  provifions  where  that  was  prac» 
ticaUe,  and  burning  them  where  it  was  not-  Yet,  in  the  fpring 
of  the  year  1649,  colonel  Monk  found  himfelf  in  fo  weak  a 
condition,  by  the  defertion  brought  on  his  army  through  the 
detrfiatiott  the  foldiers  had  of  the  king's  murder,  that  he  wa^i 
conflrained  to  enter  into  a  treaty  with  this  Owen  Roe  O  Neile; 
which  certainly  faved  the  few  troops  he  had  under  his  com* 
mand,  and  thereby  preferved  the  parliament's  intereft  in  that 
country^  However,  it  gave  fuch  offence,  that,  on  his  return, 
be  was  fubje£led  to  a  UriSt  inquiry  by  the  houfe  of  commons  | 
who,  after  a  very  full  bearing  of  the  matter,  came  to  a  refolu^ 


9  Whid  -eke*!  memnriali,  p.  175,  339.     Coi^shtflory  of  IreUnd,  p.  iptf,  lO}. 
Gomblc's  life  of  Monk,  p.  %7.  ^  Mcrooriftic,  p.  ^^9,  341.    See  alfa 

Carte*!  coik^on  of  origuial  letters  and  papers  refpe^ing  the  alfars  of  England, 
from  the  paper*  of  ihe  Ormonde  family,  London,  17391  B^o.  1  roU.  vol.  t.  p.  17&, 
'  Clarendon*!  hiftory  of  the  rebellion,  vol.  v.  p.  359.  Wbitlocke's  memoriali,  (b 
391.  Heath's  chrooiok,  p.  238,  239-  Davtes's  hiOory  of  the  civil  wan  of 
Great  Britain  and  IreUnd,  cb.  xc.    The  moderate  intelligencer,  K^.  asi. 

Z  2  tjon 


l8o  k  E  M  O  I  R  S    or" 

^ion  againft  tlie  treaty,  but  in  juftification  of  Monk's  intentioq 
therein,  which,  though  but  a  partial  cenfure,  fome  think  tbc 
general  never  forgot?. 

I  muft  own,  this  appears  to  me  one  of  the  darkeft  parts  of  his 
Jiiftory ;  but  what  I  find  moft  probable  is,  that  the  parliament's 
refoltttion  was  intended  purely  to  wipe  off  the  odium  of  having 
treated  v^itl)  ^n  Irifli  fapifi,  and  that  colonel  Monk  did  nothing 
therein  but  under  dir«£tjon :  and  this,  I  think,  fufficiently  ap- 
pears from  (he  parliament'^  having  carried  on  a  priyatq  treaty 
yf'iih  an  agent  of  O  Neile  at  London^,  and  fron;  t^e  ftyle  of 
their  refblution,  in  which,  though  they  declare  the  fa{i  to  be 
criminal,  yet  they  admit  the  man  to  be  innocent ;  which  I  con- 
ceive he  cqiild  not  well  be,  unlefs  he  had  knoivn  their  inten- 
tions ^ 

Oliver  Cromwell  was  now  intnifted  with  the  fole  direflion  of 
the  Irifli  war,  and  Monk  was  out  of  all  employment ;  which 
might  have  ftraitened  him  in  his  private  fortune,  if  his  elder  bro- 
ther had  not  died  without  ifTue-male,  by  which  he  inherited  the 
eftate  of  the  family.  About  this  time  aifo  he  declared  his  mar- 
riage, or  perhaps  fomewbat  later ;  for  it  feems  he  did  not  care 
the  world  ihould  know  he  bad  a  wife,  till  be  was  in  poileflion 
of  a  competent  fortune  to  maintain  her  ^.  His  repofe  was  of 
no  long  continuance ;  for,  in  the  year  1650,  Cromwell,  when  he 
was  about  to  march  into  Scotland  againft  the  king,  engaged 
him  to  accept  of  a  new  commiflion. 

Skinner  and  fome  other  writers  talk,  upon  this  occafion^  of  a 

fecret  fate  which  over-ruled  him  in  this  adlion';  nay,  fome  of 

.        •        .    ..  _  , 

*  WfiiflockeU  memoi^alt,  p.  419.  Moderate  intelligencer,  from  Jqqc  7  to  14, 
1 549,  N^.  IX I .  Hiftory  of  Independency,  p.  ii.  p;  xi6.  Qox's  hiftory  of  Irclaod, 
p<  5*  ^  Ludlow's  memnirs,  vol.  i.  p.  2p4«  ips* 

^  The  refolotion  is  iii  th'efe  words  :  **  That  this  houCe  4oth  utterly  diiapprove 
*'  of  the  proceedings  of  colonel  Monk  in  t^e  treaty  and  ce(ration  made  l>etweea 
**  him  and  Owen  Roe  O  ^cile  j  and  that  this  houfe  doth  deteft  the  thoughts  of 
rlofing  with  any  party  uf  Popifh  rebels  there,  who  have  had  their  h«inds  ia, 
(heading  Englifl)  blood.  ]^evertheiefs,  the  houfe  bfting  fatisfied,  that  what  the 
faid  colonel  Monk  did  therein  was,  in  his  apprehenfibn,  neccHary  for  the  pre^ 
fenratioD  of  the  parliament  of  England's  ioterefl  ;  that  the  houfe  is  content  the 
'*  farther  coniideration  thereof^  as* to  him,  be  laid  afide,  and  (ball  not  at  any  time 
**  hereafter  be  called  in  queftioh." 

*  Skinner's  life  of  j^eneral  Monk,  p.  3^.  Lives  Kn^lifh  and  foreign.  Thur.- 
l^t's  papers,  yol,  i.p.  ^^70.  ^  Life  of  gencriil  Mor.k,  p.  jtf. 
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{ben  would  infinuatCi  that  it  was  purely  Co  revenge  the  treafon 
of  the  Scots  againft  king  Charles  I.  that  he  took  arms  againft 
them  now,  when  they  were  fighting  to  reftore  kiAg  Charles  IL' 
But  I  muft  freely  own,  that  it  appears  to  me  the  Iiigheft  impiety 
to  cha^e  upon  the  providence  of  God  what  would  be  thought 
ve^duiefs  in  man,  as,  on  the  other  hand,  I  fee  no  reaibn  why 
we  ihould  facrifice  truth  to  our  zeal  for  any  perfon,  or  any  caufe. 
I  revere  Monk  as  much  as  any  man,  and  yet  I  muft  fpcak  it  a$ 
iny  ppinion,  that  he  deferted  his  priticiples  upon  this  occaiion^ 
that  he  might  gratify  his  ambition.  Cromwell  was  fo  feniible  of 
bis  merit,  that  he  took  a  very  unufual  way  to  provide  him  with 
a  regiment,  by  drawing  fix  compan^s  out  pf  Sir  Arthur  Hafle- 
rig's,  and  fix  out  of  colonel  Fenwick^s ;  and,  to  fecure  him  ftiU 
ferther,  he  made  him  lieutenant-general  pf  the  ordnance ;  and 
thus  he  was  again  embarked  with  the  parliament  through  the 
intereft  of^ their  general  '• 

In  this  expedition  Cromwell,  though  he  was  a  very  knowing 
and  great  ofiicer,  certainly  run  into  a  dangerous  error,  which  he 
difcovered  fomewhat  of  the  lateft,  and  then  began  to  retreat  to- 
wards Dunbar^  the  Scots,  prefling  hard  upon  his  rear.  Finding 
bimfelf  diftrefied,  he  galled  a  council  of  war,  in  which  opinions 
were  divided,  till  general  Monk  delivered  his  in  thefe  words: 
<<  Sir,  the  Scpt$  h^ve  nynibers  ^nd  the  bills }  thofe  are  their 
!<  advantages :  we  have  difcipline  and  defpair,  two  things  that 
(<  will  make  foldiers  fight ;  and  thefe  are  ours.  My  advice^ 
V  therefore,  is,  to  attack  them  immediately ;  which  if  you  fol- 
f<  low,  I  am  ready  to  cominand  the  van."  His  propofal  being 
accepted,  he  began  the  attack,  and,  as  Ludlow  acknowledges, 
was  the  fole  inflrumenc  of  that  viftory  which  gained  Cromwell 
fo  great  reputation  \ 

The  following  fummer  he  fpcnt  in  reducing  the  beft  part  of 
Scotland^  and  particularly  the  town  of  Dundee,  which  made  a 
good  defence ;  he  took  it,  notwithftanding,  by  ftorm,  put  fix 
hundred  of  the  garrifon  tq  the  fword,  and  committed  other  acls 
of  feverity,  which,  however  necefiary  they  might  be  to  his  pri- 
vate intereft,  were  certainly  detrimental  enough  to  his  public 

y  Guroblc*s  life  of  general  Monk,  p.  34,  35.  »  Heath's  chronUlc, 

p.  X74.     Ludlow*!  mcDioirt,  Vol.  i.  p.   3x7.     Whitlockc'*  memorials,  p.  466. 
^  SkiQnet*i  life  of  Monk,  p.  ^8.     Ludlow's  ineiDoiis,  vol.  i.  p.  318. 

charaflcr, 


i«2  M  £  M  O  I  R  8    «  > 

dizTZ&cTj  the  thing  itfetf  rendering  him  terrible  to  the  rcfpiUts  f 
and  the  manner  of  it  gave  diftafte  to  general  Ludlow,  and  ail  the 
fober  men  of  that  party  <>•  ^The  fatigue  of  fo  mnch  bufinefsy  and 
perhaps  fome  extraordinary  agitations  of  mind,  threw  him  inco 
a  dangerous  fit  of  ficknefs :  upon  this  he  applied  for  leave  to  re* 
torn  into  England  ;  which  having  obtained,  be  went  to  Batfay 
recovered  his  health,  and,  coming  to  London,  found  himfelf 
named  a  commiflioner  for  bringing  about  an  union  between 
Scotland  and  England,  in  which,  without  doubt,  he  was  pro* 
perly  employed,  fince  few  people  at  that  time  knew  the  intereft 
of  both  nations  better  than  he  did^ 

The  Dutch  war  gave  a  new  occafion  for  removing  general 
Monk  from  his  command  in  Scotland,  to  employ  him  on  board 
the  fleet.  The  death  of  colonel  Popham  made  way  for  this :  it 
was  neceiTary  to  fupply  his  lofs,  by  fending  an  experienced  offi- 
cer in  his  (lead,  and  this  induced  the  parliament  to  caft  their 
eyes  upon  Monk.  He  was  now  near  forty-five  ycsurs  of  age» 
which  feemed  a  little  of  the  lateft  to  bring  a  man  into  %  new 
fcene  of  life  -,  yet  it  muft  be  remembered,  that  he  was  bred  in 
a  maritime  county,  and  had  ferved  at  fea  in  his  youth ;  fo  that 
the  preferment  was  not  abfolutely  out  of  his  way ;  or,  if  it  was^ 
he  foon  made  It  appear,  that  he  could  eafily  accommodate  him- 
felf to  any  fervice  that  might  be  beneficial  to  his  country. 

We  find  him  with  the  flect^in  May  1653,  ancj  on  thefecond  of 
June  he  engaged  that  of  the  Dutch,  being  on  board  the  Reib- 
iutlon  with  admiral  Deane,  who,  in  the  beginning  of  the  aAion^ 
was  killed  by  a  chainf-fhot,  a  new  invention  generally  afcribed  to 
de  \Vittc<*.    Monk  with  great  prefence  of  mind  threw  his  cloak 

b  Skinner's  life  of  general  Monk,  p.  40.  where  he  flips  over  the  matter  with* 
om  any  particular  notice.  Lives  En^lilh  and  foreign^  p,  iff.  where  it  Is  ex* 
,prersl)r  faid,  that  he  pat  the  governor  Robert  Lumfdaie,  and  eight  hundred  of 
his  garrifon,  to  the  fword.  Sir  Philip  Warwick  in  his  memoirs,  p.  j«i.  fays, 
the  governor  was  barbaroofly  (hot,  after  quarter  given,  by  ji  finacie  oiBcer.  Ge- 
neral Ludhw  in  his  memoirs,  vol.  i.  p.  36^.  afBrmt  qiuu  the  contrary,  vix.  that 
lie  ftomed  Dnndce,  and,  being  entered,  put  Bye  or  fix  bandred  to  the  fword, 
and  commanded  the  gjvfrnor,  with  divers  others,  to  be  killed  in  cold  blood, 
ycjuftifiable  fcvertty  to  men  eugtrgcd  upon  principle!  *  Gumble*s  and 

Skinner**  Ufcof  Monk.  d  Skinner's  life  of  Monk,  p.  45.     Whillocke'a 

memoriats,  p.  557.    Lives  EngUrh  aod  foreign,  p.  xip.    Mercarius  politicns 
N*°.  158.  p.  ms* 

over 
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overth^  bcNlfy  and  baling  fetched  two  oc  three  turns,  and  eo* 
couraged  the  men  to  do  their  duty,  ordered  it  to  be  removed 
into  his  cabm.  The  difpute  continued  two  days,  and  ended  at 
laft  in  a  complete  viCtorf  gained  by  the  Englifh*  The  Dutcb, 
it  it  true,  denied  this,  and  the  ftates  went  h  far  as  to  tatd  a 
letter  to  their  foreign  minifters,  direAing  them  to  afiert,  that  it 
was  but  a  drawn  battle^ :  yet  Van  Tromp  in  his  letter  acknow^ 
ledges  the  contrary,  atid  lays  the  blame  pn  the  want  of  ammu- 
nition, and  the  baie  behaviour  of  many  of  his  captains  <"•  Thia 
is  certain,  that  Monk  difcovered,  upon  this  occafion,  fuch  a 
fpirit  of  puftung  things  to  the  utmoft,  as  gave  him  great  repu* 
tation. 

He  foon  increafed  this,  by  engaging  the  Dutch  again  on  the 
29th  of  July,  where  he  likewife  fought  two  days,  and  gained  a 
fecond  oomfdete  vi^ry,  as  we  have  elfewhere  fhewn',  and 
ihaU  therefore  infill  only  on  a  few  particulars  relating  to  his  per« 
fonal  conduA  in  this  place.  The  Dutch  fleet  was  far  fupenor 
to  his,  and  yet  he  not  only  attacked  them,  but  engaged  with 
thirty  fail  of  light  frigates,  while  the  reft  of  the  fleet  were  a- 
ilern,  and  could  not  get  up.  The  30th  proved  a  foul  day,  and 
fo  prevented  any  further  fighting ;  on  the  3  ift  the  Dutch  had  a 
fupply  of  twenty^five  large  (hips,  which  did  not  hinder  Monk 
(who  now  commanded  in  chief)  from  attacking  them,  though 
he  knew  they  had  another  great  advantage,  viz.  a  number  of 
fire-fliips,  whereas  he  had  none :  nay,  as  if  he  had  been  fecure 
of  vidory,  he  gave  orders  that  no  (hip  fliould  be  taken,  or 
quarter  given ;  for  he  faw  that  fending  ofi^  (hips  to  convoy  thcni 
weakenal  bis  own  fleet,  and  thereby  Icflened  the  effeds  of  thcit 
Ti£kories*».  His  judgment  appeared  to  be  right,  from  the  con^ 
fequence  of  this  battle,  in  which  the  lofs  of  the  Dutch,  cf|>eci- 
ally  that  of  their  gallant  admiral  Van  Tromp,  was  fo  great,  that 
it  would  not  admit  of  any  difguifc ;   but  the  ftates  were  forced 


*  The  reader  miy  find  this  letter  in  Tburloe'i  papers,  vol.  I  p.  »;  j,       f  TbU 
Utter  is  alfo  printed  in  the  fame  coUcdtion^  vol.  i.  p.  170.  g  See  p.  3^, 

h  B«rnage  anoalei  dt$  provinccf  unics,   vol.  j.  p.   ,40.     Heath's  chroticlc) 
p.  348. 
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to  fend  theiV  kninifters  hither^  to  conclude  a  peate  upoti  any 
,  terms  that  could  be  got  ^ 

After  this,  he  was  feat  upon  the  coaft  of  Holland,  to  deftroy 
all  the  pretences  of  the  Dutch,  in  cafe  they  had  fet  up. any,  and 
to  make  their  people  fenfiUe  that  they  were  thoroughly  beaten* 
On  his  return  to  London,  he  found  the  little  parliament  fittings 
.  by  the  authority  of  .general  Cromwell,  which  aiTembly  treated 
Monki  howeirer,  fo  kindly,  that  the  general  began  to  be; jealous 
of  him,  till,  upon  repeated  converfations,  he  was  thoroughly 
perfuaded  that  Monk  though^  them,  wliat  he  was  willing  every 
body  fliould  think  them,  a  crew  of  igqorant  enthufiafts ;  an4 
then  he  became  perfectly  eafy,  and  took  Monk  into  his  favouri 
who,  notwithftanding  all  this  kindnefs,  declared  himfelf  agahiil 
the  peace  intended  with  the  Dutph  ;  which  Cromwell,  never* 
thclefs,  made,  having,  iutorder  to  that,  taken  upon  him. the  title 
of  Protector. 

To  this  great  change  the  dates  contributed  not  a  little  by  their 
ambofCadors,  who  reprefented  to  general  Cromwell,  tliat  the 
parliament  he  had  been  pleafed  to  call  were  a.fet  of  n)cn  fitter  for 
Bedlam  than  the  government  of  a  ftat^,  with  whom  it  was  im- 
poflTible  to  treat  or  conclude  any  thing ;  but  that,  if  he  would 
afiumethe  government,  they  would  fubmit  to  any  terms  he 
(hould  think  reafonabie  ^.  When  be  was  once  fixed  in  his  pro- 
tectorate, and  felt  the  weight  of  governing  three  kingdoms,  he 
began  to  think  of  eafing  himfelf,  by  fending  proper  ofiicers  into 
two  of  them :  and.  In  this  partition,  Scotland  fell  to  the  (hare 
of  general  Monk.  It  was  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  1654,  that 
Cromwell  took  this  refolution,  and  Monk,  readily  accepiing.the 
commifFion,  went  down  thither  in  the  month  of  April  the  fame' 
year  ^ 

He  found  the  kingdom  in  the  utmoft  confufion^  the  Englifb 
army  very  fmall,  and  very  ill  governed)  being  under  the  com* 

1  Lc  Cl^rc  hirt.  dcs  provinces  unics,  tome  ii.  liy.  la,.  Kenyillr,  tome  iii.  liv,  x. 
cb.  II,  12*  Clarcndoii'i  hiAory  of  the  rebellion,  voL  vi«  p.  489.  Lndlow*< 
memoirs,  vol.  ii.  p.  459.  k  Heath*s  chronicle,  p.  349 — 3$^     D^vics's 

hiOory  of  the  civil  warr,  ch»  99.  Skinner*&  life  of  general  Monk,  p.  ji.  Sec 
Cromweirs  commidion  to  ^oeral  Monk,  dated  April  x8,  1654,  in  Thurtx*s 
ftate  papers,  vol.  ii.  p.  222.  I  Clarendon's  hiriory  of  the  rebellion,  ^ol.  vt: 

p.  494.     Luillo«*»  memoirs,  vol.  ii.  p.  504.     WbitIocke*s  memorials,  p.  $9^, 
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kiand  of  colonel  DeanC)  a  timorous  man^  and  rae-tlxat  kneir 
hot  how  to  dircil  any  thing  in  fuch  a  cntical  conjun^liire*  A 
great  part  of  the  nobility  were  in  arins  for  the  king  i  and  as  to 
the  reft  of  the  pebplcy  they  were  fpUt  into  inniiinerablb  parties; 
by  quarrels  amongft  their  minifters".  The  geiieral  fhewed* 
himfeif  a  brtie  IbHrant  of  Cromwell ;  he  hot  only  purfiied  die 
buGnefs  6f  the  wai*  i^kle&tigably;  bilt,  by  {ettihg  a  -price  on  the 
heads  of  th^  pf intipal  cavalieirsy  filled  then*'  inhids  Mth  fi^h  dif^ 
tmftSf  that  they  ever  aftelr  tOpd  in  fuch  a  manner  as  fliewed 
they  were  in  cbhfiifiob".  He  iettled  garrifons  and  magazinei 
in  the  moft  di&aiit  pans  of  the  nation^  nfing  fuch  fererity  to* 
wards  all  who  refifted;  aiid  fiich  letait]b  to  ill  who  fubmitted^ 
that  in  a  very  fliort  time  he  fubdued  the  whole  kjngdom*  > .« 
When  the  war  ^U  once  bVer,  be  fisted  hiihfelf  at  the  boufd 
of  the  counted  of  Buccleughj  tt  Dalkeith^  within  four  miles  of 
Edinburgh  ^  wherei  while  he  goirertied  the  kingdotli  ador^  abfo* 
lutely  than  moft  of  its  monarchs  had  done,  he  lived  with  all 
the  moderation  of  a  private  man»  and  made  hulbandr^  and  gar- 
dening his  fole  amufements  ^  Cromwell  fetit  down  a  cbmmiir 
fiojr,  empowering  certain  perfons  to  dire£k  civil  affairs^  tind^ 
the  title  of  a  Coimcii  oJF  State,  confifting  of  the  lord  BroghiU^ 
Who  was  prefident,  colonel  Howard,  afterwards  earl  of  Car* 
lifle,  colonel  William  Lockhart,  colonel  Adrian  Scroop,  colo'f 
nel  John  Wethum,  and  major-general  Difbrow  ^.  The  majo- 
irity  ^f  this  council  concurred  with  Monk  in  every  thing  }  fo 
that,  ih  the  main^  the  civil  as  well  as  military  power  was  in  his 
hands:  and  he  managed  it  in  fuch  a  manner^  that  the  people 
bad  not  either  reafon  oir  inclination  to  tomplain ;  but^  ol^  the 

^  beath*f  chroBicIe»  p.  3(0,  361.  WhUlocke*i  memorisif,  p.  590^  5pk»  5ps» 
597.     Daviet*s  hidory  of  the  civil  wars,  p.  341,  343. 

A  dee  thif  ^odaaacion,  figned  G.  Mook,  and  datdl  at  Dalkeith,  May  4. 
1(54.  lo  it  he  mentions  major- geocral  Middleton^  the  earl  of  Achol,  the  earl 
tof  Seaforthf  the  Id^d-vMcobot  Kenronre,  end  ihajor-general  JDaliiel,  for  the  kil- 
ling ef  whom;  ok:  brifigbtg  th^m  in  pf  Ifenert  to  an  Eoglifh  gafrifon,  he  offered 
aioo  podods  t  head.  Thii  proclamation  is  ih  the  late  colleAion  of  ThorioeV  ftate 
]Mpert»  Tol.  ii.  p.  i^i; 

o  Skinner*!  Gominoation. of  Bates,  p.  103,  Gomb1e*i  life  of  gcn^  Monk, 
p,  Z6,  St.  Ld*  Clarendon*!  hiil.  of  the  rebellion,  vol.  vl.  p.  505.  '  P  Heath's 
^hronifcle,  p.  ^94.  i$kinner*s  life  of  general  Monk,  p.  ^.  Thiirloe*t  ftate  pa- 
pert,  vol.  iii.  p.  711,  717  • 

Vol.  II.  A  a  contrary, 
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Msfirtiyf  'wcte  ^cfy  ilmdcffd  and  contenttd*  He  vooDOBf  faow> 
e^CTy.  I7  Us  fetter!^  to  have  been  ftrongl^  and  fteadil^  attached 
iar  GcQtewd) ;-  filiee  wc  find>  that  he  not  only  coitomoAicated  t# 
bjaaidl  didt  he  could  difeover  of  flit  kh^a  iatdl^aMX there 
Urith  otheri^  hot  fail  hull  aifii  the  copyr  of  o  letter^  mrkitti  hf 
UtagChaiktll.  eo  famifdfi  whioh  hitherto  haa  boao  aHrofl 
aatetioaedas  a  proof  of  Monk's  early  afiedtai  Ar  the  khigf^ 
kMocp  XMI  a  fofpofitmi,  khat»  do^  be  did  ai^  anAierp  hd 
Concealed  it$  whkh  foplpefithm  b  iio«r  clearly  oAd  dMbhMif 
overtoanod  ^.  ¥ct  all  hk  {ai^eeaotion  did  nac  feeiM  hiaif  firoof 
Ai«  jealoa^  df  ihe  protoAor,  who  iM  aOoaiiy  oatoitiviftg  how 
t^  t$moi9t  hidi)  ttbem  dpith  pot  a  pieriod  to  hb  pnije£b»  A  Kt* 
tic  beftre  hb  cbd^  howtvci^^  btt  wtiote  the  general  a  long  letter^ 
MtttlMllig  whh  the  Mlo#i»ig  (Mfftfirript,  which»  I  concdve,  af« 
Ibrds  oa  a  bdtlcr  piAore  of  Cilntr  than  b  any  whef e  to  be  met 
iHthf  etidi  Uhlch  b  00  leA  Avgalaj^,  drawn  hf  hb  own  haod^ 

I*.  S. 

^  llreffc  te  that  tell  me^  th)it  there  b  a  Certain  cunning  fcU 

^  lew  m  StOTiANt>»  called  <}e0ACb  Mokk,  who  b  faid  to 

^<  Ite  id  wait  there  to  mtroduce  Charles  Stuart.    I  pray 

^  yoo  nfe  yodlr  diligence  to  apprehend  him,  and  fend  him  up 

Yet^  tA  z  creature  of  Ch)niweIP8,  he  was  hated  by  the  eom« 
inohwealtb  party^  and  a  con^ilracy  had  been  formed  againft  him 
by  eolond  Overton,  in  which  Stndercome  had  undertaken  to 
nurder  the  general^  who  afterwards  made  a  like  attempt  upon 
GromWoB ;  but  Monk  having  difcovered  and  di fappcrinted  the 
plotf  contented  hunfelf  with  fending  the  authors  of  it  op  to 
London  ^  The  principal  caufe  of  the  prot^or's  jealonfy  was^ 
the  kindneis  fliewn  by  the  general  to  the  Scocsy  for  finding  them 

4  Thii  letter  of  king  Charles  II.  ta  Monk  It  Med  Gokir,  A«g.  t»,  itf|5,  aai 
vat  cominDiiioaua  CO  Dr.  Pecer  Sirwkk  by  Mook*t  fon,  tt  a  proof  of  bit  flftbcr^S 
tu\j  loytlty :  bat  it  ftppeart  from  TbBrl)e*t  papert,  that  aSoak  gafo  an  account 
of  every  thiog  that  paffcd  in  Scotland,  and  panicularly  fenc  blm  ifp  this  very  bf - 
tcTy  with  many  ochert. 

r  Skioner't  life  of  Monk,  p.  ys«  The  myftcry  and  aicthod  of  h\i  a»^y*4 
happy  rtftciratioQ  laid  opea  to  public  vie«,  Lood*  itfSoi  Cvo,  p.  it.  •  Tbar* 
loc*t  (late  paperi,  Vol.  iv.  p*  ijt* 

of 
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0f  la$  owi  t«aaipcr»  that  is  to  fnf*  c£  »  >eml,  thMgb  ttSatmt 
watnuCf  k0  admitted  them  firedy  to  hk  ppefan^ei  of  vhat  pa»l| 
pwwi  tlie]f  rare* 

Tinimi|iirtly  on  QKvcr's  dcatli  he  proclaimed  Bielutfd,  final 
whmn  iMj^e^yed  a  very  kitid  letter^  which  contained  ^  iaA  not 
Ubelf  to  be  ttve^  o»«  diat  lib  hthcr  had  dUrcAed  him  to  bo 
govemed  cWefly  bjr  Monk^t  advice;  whereas  he  was  ^earoe  ii| 
fcisieaies,  when  he  appointed  faim  to  the  Ikcpeflion  ^  This, 
homever,  was  veiy  wdl  judged  in  the  new  proteiQor,  and  feem* 
ed  to  bespeak  his  advice  in  fudi  a  manner,  as  that  he  oonld  not^ 
confident  wMi  the  deep  regard  he  profefied  for  his  iKber,  re* 
fafe  givsi^  it  him ;  and  theeefidre  the  general,  feme  tkne  afters 
letit  it  hjr  his  brother»in*law.  The  paper  is  jet  remaining  s,  ant} 
will  convince  whoever  reads  it,  that  Monk,  though  a  Tery  plaii| 
ynao,  was  a  «ery  Iband  politieiany  and,  hke  an  honeft  and  len* 
fibk  oonnfel,  gave  the  cleareft  and  beft  opinion,  upon  his  intri^ 
cato  and  perplexed  caie,  that  it  would  bear. ,  If  Richard  could 
h»re  fopported  himfelf  at  all,  it  wonU  have  rivetied  Monk  ia 
W^  £lvoi»r ;  who,  however,  might  doubt  the  pofibiiitjr  of  that^ 
phen  he  gave  it.  He  judged  rightly,  that,  if  thaogs  went  wdl, 
it  would  do  him  moeb  good ;  and,  if  they  went  iU,  it  coniddo 
faim  no  hurt.  Tlie  further  to  conciliate  Monhfs  firiemUhip,  the 
protedlor  fimt  down  oommiflary  Clarges,  brother  to  lady  Monk^ 
hiden  with  promifin:  wbicb,  however,  hadno  eStSt  upon  the 
wary  general,  who  leceived  bia  oommaiids  refpe^uUy,  wjxite  a 
pvU  ai^er  to  Thurloi^s  fmooth  letter,  and  took  all  the  care  he 
covdd  to  fecure  his  command  in  Scotland,  till  he  faw  what  turn 
things  in  England  would  take;  it  having  been  his  opinion,  thatf 
if  <M(ver  had  lived  much  longer,  he  would  have  been  fhaken  in 
his  feat*'. 

The  ruc<;eeding  troubles  in  England,  therefore,  were  very  far 
firom  fiirprifing  faim :  on  the  contrary,  they  were  precifely  whaf 

*  *  Thmloe*t  l^te  ptpert^  vo*.  vil  p.  jiJj,  371.  GiifDb1c*ft  life  of  general  Monk^ 
p-  94i  95*    Siiiinei'ft  Hfe  of  Mi>nk,  p.  75.  u  Thofloe's  (late  papert| 

^ol.  tH.  p.  387.  ^  See  the  ch^ra^er  of  the  ptoteOor,  u  drawn  by  cb« 

Doble  biftoriaq  in  his  biflory  of  rhe  rebeliioo,  vol.  vl.  p.  €^6.    Dircoorfe  coo- 

_^  ft  ^ 

eermng  the  jrovernment  of  Oliver  CromvreM,  by  AbrAhan  Cowley,  in  ihfi  id 
Toliine  of  faif  works.  The  worl<l*t  nidalie  in  Oliver  Cromwell,  by  $UpsA>s 
^b«l»  Kfq.  Ouisible*»  life  of  Monk,  p.  95.  Barnict^s  hiftory  of  bli  own  tiOicf, 
fol.  i  p.  <8. 

Aa  2  fce 
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t  • 

he  looked  for  and  expefted  j  and  it  was  vcr/  eaSf  to  fecelm 
|hatj  in  crnifeqadice  of  theti^,  fome  attempts  mi^t  be  made  to 
reftore  the  king.  It  would  be  befide  the  defign  of  this  treatife; 
it  would  require  much  more  room  than  we  haye  to  %afti  aod^ 
after  all^  it  would  be  in  a  great  meafure  needlcf^)  <Ql£derkig 
what  has  been  ahready  written  cm  the  lub|e£t^  f<^r  9$  ?o  efttet 
minutdf  into  the  iqtrigae s  that  were  ufed^  while  general  Moul^ 
jras  in  Scotland,  to  bring  htm  into  that  intereft? :  we  ihaU  coi^ 
^ent  oar(elTe9,  tliercfore,  with  faying,  that  he  a^d  in  this  naat^ 

rwith  the  utmoft  prudence  and  circumfpoftion$  fb  that  wha| 
(he  earl  of  Clarendon  and  biflibp  Burnet  have  foggefted*  thai 
be  was  a  man  of  flow  parts  and  flender  abilities,  ou^  to  be 
confidered  rather  as  the  eflfeft  of  their  prerudices,  than  of  the 
general!*  conduar.'      ■    '     '    '^    '  '    -  '      ' 

•  The  truth  is,  they  were  both  out  of  >this  (tyCret  \  that  is  to  lay, 
the  former  had  np  hand  in  it,  and  the  latter  neyer  fe  much  as 
heard  of  it  \  which  was  reafon  enough  for  them  to  write  as  they 
did.  The  general's  council  confified  chieSy  of  ladies.  He 
correfponded  in  England  with  the  lady  Savile ;  he  managed  all 
Scotland  by  the  afiiftance  of  the  counteis  of  Boccle|igh,  and 
confulted  much,  in  regard  to  bis  peribnal  condu^,  with  his  wlfe^ 
a  woman  of  quick  parts,  and  a  thorough  royaltfti  He  had,  be- 
fides,  feme  confidents,  who  will  appear  to  pofterky  more  worthy 
of  the  truft  he  repofed  in  them,  fof  having  never  boafted  of  the 
affiftanee  they  gave  him,  as  others  did,  who  afibrded  bim  much 
iefs.  Among  the  firft,  I  reckon  his  wife*iS  brother,  Dr.  Clarges, 

^  ThecDrSoos  rea4er  mtr  coafalt  the  life  of  de«tt  Bkrvie|c,  w^rtin  lie  «i!l 

6nd  (be  beft  accounts  that  were  ever  pabUiheti  of  thU  mjtter]}  m4  y«c  the  mt^ 

of  Clarendon  fays  nothing  of  the  fervtces  of  this  Dr.  John  Barwick*  tbougb  no 

man  was  better  acquainted  with  them  than  himfelf ;  which  fhews/'tliat  ihcrt  arc' 

^ome  thToje;!  in  which  tbat  hiftnry  is  not  altogether  to  be  depended  Wi 

•  y  It  is  c^ar  from  what  Lord  Clarendon  (ays,  that  ^e  was  altogether  anacqnaiot* 

rd  with  the  general*;  intentions,  and  coold  only  collet  bis  defign  from  his  man* 

ner  of  adltn^«    His  refervedoefi,  therefore,  to  fo  hiughty  a  man,  might  wvij 

enough  Induce  him  to  fpeak  fo  colcily  as  he  does  of  the  generaps  pcrformaoceaj 

Vet  he  does  not  pretend'  to  enter  deeply  Into  hit  chara^er,  as  Bomet  does,  who 

jDiuO  know  much  Iefs  of  it,  and  that  only  from  converfation  in  a  court  where 

']Cfonk*fi  patriotrfm,  and  fevcrhy  of  morals,  had  left  him  few  friends/and  crcate4i 

fciir  many  enemies;  ........... 

colonel 
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pelond  CSbbcny,  and  general  Moi^an ;  amongft  the  latter,  hU 
fimfhiMPtke  and  Gumble,  with  many  others  '• 

In*die  management  of  all  great  undertakings,  the  fureft  iigns 
pS  a  ^Me  genias  1$,  the  difpofitioa  of  its  feveral  parts.  Thia 
Jhflws  the.£ift  mover ;  this  macks  the  ruling  chara£ler,  that  iu- 
pcnosky.of  ikili  and  cqikhifk  which  denominates  a  man  truly 
3»ife  and  graat*  Let  ua  fee,  then,  what  it  was  Monk  was  to 
overthrow,  what  to  eftablifli,  and  what  foive  he  had  to  do  it 
.9rith«  He  wai  to  diaage  a  (ettlement,  new  indeed  in  itfelf,  but 
in  appettance  {l»  much  the  ftronger,  having  all  the  authority  in 
the  ditce  kingdoms,  a  veteran  army  of  upwards  of  thirty  thou« 
And  men  in  England  and  Ireland,  and  a  viftorious  fleet  on  its 
fide.  He  was  to  reftore  a  loft  caufe,  in  the  opinion  of  its  beft 
Irienda ;  a  caufe  which  he  durft  not  fo  much  as  own  \  a  caufe 
againft  which  himielf  had  done  much,  and  the  troops  he 
pfvnipanded  more;  all  which  he  was  to  do  with  a  body  of  be- 
tween fife  and  fix  tboufand  men,  which  were  fo  far  from  being 
better  troops  than  thofe  they  wei«  to  oppofe,  that,  in  reality, 
Uiey  were  not  their  equals.  Yet,  with  the  bleiling  of  Gop,  he 
pcfforn^d  wht/t  he  propofed,'he  triumphed  over  all  tbefe  dif- 
ficalties,  and  he  did  this  by  a  juft  diftribution  of  the  feveral 
parts  of  his  icbtme,  any  one  of  which,  had  it  been  omitted  or 
inifpl^oed,  had  snified  the  whole. 

He  fecttred  Scotland  behind  him,  raifed  a  fufficient  fum  of 
imwcy  to  put  the  fiift  iprings  in  motion,  and  excited  fuch  a 
ipirit  in  his  army,  as  fitted  it  for  the  prefent  work  *.  Next,  he 
took  care  V!>  ftir  fhe  humours  in  the  body-pplitic,  to  rouze  and 
animate  all  the  parties  in  the  nataoo,  that  they  might  move,  a£^, 
and  ihew  their  humoprs  and  their  (trength.  He  fet  up  Fairfai^ 
fgdnft  I«amhert,  aa4  broke  hi^  veteran  army  by  (Iiewing  them 

» 

2  Th9  capital  fccfet  of  the  reftont^on  w»s,  the  generirj  forming  cho  dcCtgn  o| 
Sty  which  he  did  in  ^otUnd,  •od»  ^y  the  ailKlance  of  cbc  ctonntcfs  of  9oceleiigh, 
«iTf «  a)l  Che  loyal  Do(>Uiry  to  confide  in  him  j  a  thing  of  which  btiliop  Burnet 
fcocw  nothing,  though  It  w»f  in  trnch  the  great  fpring  of  the  a/fair,  and  th« 
cleared  proof,  that  the  general  a^lcd  iineeraly  aad  oaiCormly  through  the  whoW 
expedition. 

*  Clarrodon*t  hiflory  of  the  rchellton,  toL  vi.  p.  yoA*  Li^low*l  memoirs^ 
70I.  H.  p.  So^.    Life  af  I>r.  larwkk^  pw  sm,  a%|. 
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th^ir  old  general  o.  He  m$d€  nfy  «f  ko^ft  On  Fikft  to  ftsid  tfue 
roysdifts  with  hopcH  while  his  omet  aitiojM  cwM  giTcthMi 
none  ^  By  the  talkative  Mr.  C«mhle  he  i«i|fBght  «{ieQ  4he 
commonw^th's  men :  by  graci6ii»  aii4  yet  geaetfn}  w£m9n  he 
icept  himfelf  wdi  with  all  partiQ»»  without  ileebling  br  rnxfAm 
lie  prevailed  with  the  parliameat  t«  part  with  a  bocier  annj 
than  bis  own,  merely  from  the  optnioa  of  his  bais^  their  heft 
^iend^:  when  he  cane  to  Londc(0»  he  Iheved  himfelf  the  vcvjr 
beft  of  their  (ervaota^  by  oUeqmoQfly  perfemiing  fhodxrticft  «f 
their  worh»  andf  proving  them  thereby  to  be  the  mrngkalvBOkm 
Aen»  he  paved  the  way  for  outing  them  of  their  aodueitf  « 
Thus  he  went  beyond  them  in  tfadr  own  arta»  ontfirippcd  diean 
in  cunning,  and  having  the  city  and  the  country,  as  well  as  die 
fleet  and  the  army»  on  his  fide,  he  pve  law  to  thole  irfm  had 
been  fo  long  didUtors  s« 

By  recalling  the  fccluded  members,  heof  ammpmadsdieas 
a  houfe,  and,  by  their  own  confent,  fairly^diflahed  that  long 
parliament,  which  might  otherwiie  have  been  everbftii^  K 
After <loing  all  this,  he  did  ftill  more:  berefuficd  the  kingdtMn> 
when  it  was  ofieied  him  by  the  diftra&ed  repnbiicans^  to  keep 
it  from  its  right  owner ;  and  then  our  old  enemies  the,  nseach 
would  have  lent  him  their  afliftanoe  to  have  hindeied  the  return 
of  a  monarch,  who  they  fbrefaw,  unleft  they  miiled  Um,  muft 
be  the  firft  in  Europe  ;  and  this  they  did  as  politicians,  thoagh 
^hat  monarch  was  a  grandfon  of  France  K  But  Monk  gcneroofly 

b  Sir  Fhilip  Warwick^  mcmoirt,  ^  41 ».  Skimier^f  Nfe  tif  genera!  Maofc; 
p.  139.  MS«  papers  of  Sir  PniUp  Monckt^n  in  fhe4wflcffipn.of  kit  waithj  dfr 
fctndent  the  right  koooorable  the  lord  vifcpanc  Galwaj^  ParliaipeDt^fy  iaccl* 
li^ncerp  K^.  6.  p.  6$,  ^  My  fiery  ^nd  method  of  hit  majrftyV  happy  re- 

florttioit,  p.  S4.  d  Mr.  Gnrable  had  a  hnodred  pounds  gffite'hiAi  Sof 

bringing  Monk*f  letter  from  NcwcaOle,  and  was  recommended  alfo  bf  the  hoofe 
of  eommoni  to  be  a  fellow  of  Eaton  cr)l!c{e.  Wbitlocke*ft  memorials,  p.  df  1, 
69^,  PWlift'scontiiipacioa  of  Baker's  chronicle,  ard  other  writen.  *  Skia* 
Iter's  condauatioii  of  fiateF,  p.  ili.  p.*^!?.  Daries's  btftory  of  the  citU  wars, 
p«  37  >•  f  GuAfole*t  lire  of  geoersl  Monk,  p.  23^.  Sir  Richard  Bulftrode'a 
memoir*,  p.  aeg.  Heath's  chronirle,  p,  437.  Mercurias  poUilcns,  N^,  tfoy, 
a  See  tbe  auUuiraJaft  c'crW,  as  alfo  Kennet,  Echard,  Rapln,  and  all  oor  bifto- 
riins.  b  CUrendon's  blflory  of  the  rebellion,  vol  vi,  p.  ?»>,  jxt* 

ficathN  chro\itcl*,  p.  ,438,  439.  Public  inttUigcnce  by  order  of  pariiamenr, 
N**.  tfo9,  6cj>.  A  ptrtc^  diurn«r  of  tir^ry  da/s  procccdlnji  in  parliament,  N*».  1, 
z   V ,  W«»*^"'i"«  pubh'cof,  4to,  N^.  dii. 

i  Pbiiips'i  continuation  of  Baker's  chronicle,  p.  ^93.  Sir  Arihor  Harrlrif  of- 
j(ttdto  |^ro:j:e  a  hundred  'hvus^nd  hau<!»  Co  (obrciibc  co  bis  tiJe,  i!  he  wonld 

•  ai&mc 
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6dfiM  ailbdeni m  wkidi  ke InrI  no  right,  and,  mih  cquvl 
p«ttneft  of  rnind^  rcfofed  to  make  any  terms  witb  him  to  whom 
it  bdonged  K  He  faw  the  folly  of  coblmg  conftitutions,  and 
pfc^MKKag  tn  take  power  from  one  fet  of  men  to  give  it  to 
vMknt :  he  chofe  therefore,  like  a  wife  and  honeft  man,  to  fix 
chims  upon  their  old  bottom,  and  to  kave  the  king's  power^ 
and  the  peoplA  fiitedom,  to  be  diftufled  in  the  only  afiemUy 
that  could  laire  a  rq[ht  to  meddle  widt  them  K 

Thus  waa  the  reftoiatioa  began,  prolecoted,  knd  perfs£kd| 
by  Monk ;  who  received,  as  favomrs  from  the  king,  his  titles, 
prefemesiis,  and  fiimme ;  ^  wUch,  to  be  fore,  he  might  have 
hdul  in  another  way.  And  yet  this  is  the  man  whom  almoft  all 
our  biflories  treat  as  having  only  fecond-rate  parts,  aAing  as  be 
vaa  prompted  by  men  of  briiker  tempet^,  and  invited  by  favour* 
able  occafions  ^  as  a  horrid  diflembler,  though  he  refufed  to  take 
the  engagement,  and  was  never  concerned  in  the  war  againft 
Charles  L ;  as  an  avarickna  aU«>grafping  peribn,  diough  it  b 
oonfieAbd  diat  he  aiked  nothim<»  from  his  fovereign,  to  whom 
he  gave  all  i  as  a  man  utterly  unfit  £or  bafiaefs,  who  yet  had 
flwwn  himfelf  a  great  captain  in  Ireland,  an  excellent  governor 
ia  Scodand^  and  a  profound  fbtefman  in  England,  not  to  men* 
tion  hit  reputation  as  an  admiral,  acquired  by  humbling  Hoi* 
land  i  iwt  it  is  one  thing  to  merit  a  character,  and  another  to 
pnrchale  if.  The  latter  was  not  Monk's  talent :  he  provided  for 
hia  relations  and  friends,  but  he  was  no  encom^ger  of  flatterers  { 
and,  witbd,  being  a  bad  courtier,  he  was  feldom  called  for  after 
the  rcOoration,  but  when  he  was  neceflary }  and  tbb  happening 


•ISiiM  the  gprernment,  Skiooet'c  life  of  Mook,  p.  ftjl.  ?rice*i  hiAory  •£ 
the  reaoractooy  p.  128.    Sir  Philip  Warwick't  mcmoiri,  p.  426. 

a  Mr*  Locke,  on  rhe  credit  of  rhe  carl  of  Shifiibory^  b«s  publifhed  a  rtry 
flraojc  tkory  in  rein  (ion  to  the  conduA  of  chii  great  man,  at  if  he  bad  agreed 
with  the  French  amb^fTador  to  take  upon  him  the  government ;  which  dory  h 
reported  at  large  by  Echard  in  his  hiftory,  p,  7j7  But  thii,  as  it  is  incredible 
in  its  nature,  Co  it  is  improbable  in  its  circtiroft«nces,  and  (lipported  by  no  8U« 
thority  in  the  world  bur  that  of  a  vain  man,  who  was  defirous  of  taking  the  m«« 
ric  of  the  refloraiion  to  himfelA 

I  The  very  enemies  of  Mook  have  always  allowed  him  this  eminent  Tervlce 
tof  reOdtmg  the  king  wuhoat  conditions,  to  which  we  owed  that  ten  years  calm 
focceedirig  the  king's  rqtnrn ;  whereas,  if  he  had  fubiTkhted  to  condttioni,  #e 
Bttfti  fn»m  the  auurc  ef  things,  have  relapfcd  into  confufiott  Immediately* 

prttty 
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pretty  often,  leada^  us  to  the  reft  of  his  fciftory;  U»  wbicli  Mi 
fhall  ftiU  find  him  appear  with  honour^  and  perform  widi  iiic^^ 
cefs. 

The  command  of  the  army  was  continued  tt>  the  duke  of  AI«- 
bemarlC)  as  lotig  as  there  was,  properly  fpeaking,  an  ^rmy  to 
command :  he  was,  likewife,  made  mafter  of  the  borfe,  and  mie 
of  the  king's  bed-chamber  "*•  Bifliop  Burnet,  as  alfe  the  noble 
hiftorian,  have  faid  abundance  of  invidious  things  of  him ;  and 
this  will  make  it  necefiary  to  fhew  how  £dfe  they  are,  and  how 
little  credit  is  due  to  their  infinuations  againft  this  great  man's 
charaAer.  The  former  fays  bo  was  ravenous,  as.  well  as  his 
wife,  who  was  a  mean  contemptible  creature^  (bad  words  thefe 
{q  a  biihop's  mouth,  who  at  other  times  could  fay  foft  things  of 
the  ladies) ;  and  adds,  that  he  foon  loft  all  perfonal  regard,  by 
becoming  ufelcfs'^.  When  he  was  created  a  duke%  the  king 
lettled  feven  thoufand  pounds  a^year  on  him,  though  one  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds  a-year  had  been  propofed  before  the  re« 
fioration  took  place  p.  When  he  was  called  up  by  writ  to  the 
hoofe  of  lords,  he  was  attended  by  almoft  the  whole  houfo  of 
commons  to  the  door :  a  very  unufual  mark  of  refpe£l,  which 
could  only  be  due  to  extraordinary  merit,  and  ihuft  have  flowed 
from  their  fenfe  of  it  ^.  Various  plots  wece  framed^  immediate* 
ly  after  the  king's  return ;  ami,  in  all  thefe,  the  duke  of  Albe*^ 
inarle's  life  was  particularly  aimed  at:  this  feems'to.be  a  ftroog 
proof  of  his  confequence;  and,  if  we  were  to  demand  another, 
we  cannot  dcfire  a  better  than  what  all  the  hiftories  of  thofe 
times  tell  us }  viz,  that  thefe  infurredlions  were  chiefly  fuppref^ 
fed  by  his  aAivity,  at  the  head  of  his  own  faithful  regiment'. 

n  Philtpt*!  continisation  of  Baker's  chronicle,  p.  7i».  SKiiiner*!  life  of  g«* 
reral  Monk,  p.  3ti.  ^  BnriKt'c  hiftory  of  hii  own  limei,  iol.  i.  p.  ^d. 

Life  of  the  earl  of  CtarendoRi  ¥ol.  ii.  p.  4^. 

^  Hii  elevation  to  the  peerage  was  (o  acceptable  to  that  iaga(t  body,  that,  Bp- 
on  notibe  given  of  ic  to  the  honfe  by  the  lord  chancellor,  thtf  ofdtrtd  rhe  lord 
^at  chamberlain  of  England,  «nd  the  lord  Berkeley,  to  wait  upon  his  raajcfty 
to  return  him  their  thanks  for  the  honoOrs  he  had  been  pteafed  to  confer  opod 
the  duke  of  Albemarle.     Joutnal  '6f  the  houfe  of  lords. 

P  Gomble's  li^e  of  general  Monk,  p.  396.  Price*!  hiftory  of  the  reftoratior, 
p,  ^.  Ld.  Lanfdowh*s  Works,  vol.  ii.  Skinner's  life  of  Monk,  p.  »?*•  ^  Heath's 
chrun.  p.  4^5.  Skinner's  life  of  Monk,  p.  314.  Kennet,  Echifd.  '  Heath's 
thronicle,  p.  47t|  47a,  jis.  SicinnerS  bontinoation  of  Bates;  p.  73.  Bifhop 
Parktr's  hiO;  of  hu  own  lioic^  p.  1 1— 10.  Phiiips's  cortino«t.  bf  Bak^*s  cfcro#. 
p.  734.  Mcrcufios  politlcos,  N<^.  3.  Life  of  the  earl  of  Clarend&n^  v<4.  ti.  p  13  j. 

His 
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Hi*  fttccei^,  in  this  re^pe£b,  gave  him  an  optKMrtuoity  of  deferv- 
ing  as  much  from  rbe  nation  hj  his  patriotifm;  as  ever  he  did 
from  the  king  bf  his  loyahy.  It  was  (tiggefted  in  cbancil;  that 
thefe  tumtdts  (hewed  hoW  little  ufe  coiild  be  made  of  trained 
hands;  and  therefore*  that  it  was  fit  a  part  of  the  army  fliould 
be  kept  Up*  'fhe  dule  faid;  <<  this  could  not  be  done  withont 
«<  givinj^  the  people  a  jeal6u(^  of  the  king;  and  that  the  befl: 
<<  way  to  gaifi  their  aSefiions*  was  to  rely  npon  them*."^  t 
leave  the  leader  to  jndge,  with  What  decency  this  man  could  Se 
faid  to  forfeit  all  perfohal  regardi  and  to  become  in  a  Ihort  time 
nfclcfi.         ^ 

But  the  biihop  \i  hot  content  with  barely  chairaQeribng  tliis 
noble  perfon ;  ht  charges  him  with  three  glaring  crimes,  which, 
las  they  relate  to  the  mod  eminent  aAiohs  of  his  life,  we  (hall 
briefly  bonfklef.  The  firft  is,  the  murder  of  the  marquis  of 
Argyle;  Thi^  nbblemah  was  qucftioned;  before  the  parliament 
bf  Scodand,  for  concurring  with  the  late  rebellious  t>owers; 
he  pleaded^  tpat  he  complied  with  them  only,  and  made  a  very 
ilrong  defence  < ;  but  the  bifhop  fays,  that  Monk  having  feveral 
letter)  of  his,  which  fully  (hewed  that  his  inclinations,  as  well 
as  his  zQions',  were  with  the  prei^aillhg  party;  he  feht  thefe 
dovm^  which  weris  reikd  in  parliament ;  and;  by  this  breach  bf 
•jprivate  friendlhip,  he  brought  the  marquis  to  the  block*'. 

Now,  to  this  I  fay,  that  the  faf^  cannot  be  true,  for  many 
rea(bns.  I  (hall  ihentioh  only  a  few.  t .  The  marquis,  in  his 
defence)  complains;  that  he  was  furprifed  into  beibg  prefent 
at  Oliver's  proclamation,  as  prote£lor,  by  general  Monk's  fend- 
ing ibr  hirh  to  the  council,  without  letting  him  know  what  was 
to  be  done.  Would  he  have  complained  of  this,  and  have  paf* 
fed  by  the  letters^  or  would  not  this  cotnplaint  have  been  ridi- 
iculoiis,  if  there  had  been  any  fuch  letters  *?  2.  The  marquis 
died  With  an  appeal  to  God  for  the  Cncerity  of  his  defence^  and 
vrrote  a  letter  to  the  king,  affirming  the  fame  thing,  a  copy  of 
^hich  I  ha^e  feeh  '.     Would  fo  i^ife  a  man,  as  the  marquis 

certainly 

^  Skinner's  life  oFMonk,  p.  3xx.  t  Tbe  proceedings  agaioft  him  oity 

be  foon^  in  tbc  id  volume  of  (late  (riair,  p.  417.  <•  Burnet*!  hiftory  of 

hU  6mn  ttin'es,  voL  1.  p.  115.  ^  State  triali,  rot.  H.  p.  43X. 

*•  Bjr  the  favour  of  hie  nephew,  the  honourable  Mr.  Arrhibali  Campbell,  tfi 
ghif  letter  the  marquis  iodfti  oa  his  loyalty  in  very  bi^h  terms ;  %nd  indeed  ;|Mr 

Vol.  II,  Bb 
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ccrtaioty  W9$9  hvit  done  thisj  if,  as  fimnct  (aj$i  his  ovn  letren 

had  m^je  the  tbiAg  fo  plain,  t}iat  bi«  frienda  bad  nothing  to  hji 
3«  This  4o^s  n9t  ^t  all  zfffx  with  Monk's  charaAer.  He  vas 
an  adyoc^ite  for  mcprcy  to  tbe  r^gicid^  in  the  hoii£b  of  lords ; 
he  w^  dent  on  the  bench  at  thfi  Old-0ai)e]r»  wben  oommif- 
iioned.to  trj  them  ^  and>  whV^h  is  much  more  to  the  puipofe, 
hje  favcd  Sir  Arthur  H^fclrig'k  life  and  eftatp,  (the  bittereft  per- 
gonal enpmy  he  had  in  tbe  world)^  by  owning  a  promife  to  bim, 
Ipbich  ibme  fay  \ic  never  made.  This  feems  lo  ihew  bim  of  no 
betrayii;^  fpurit^.  4.  There  vaa  no  occafion  for  Argyle  tp 
wtite  any^  fucfa  tetters,  for  Monk  never  was  in  England  after 
Oliver  became  prote£lor :  apd  it  is  hard  to  underftand,  why  the 
Ifiarq^is  iboujd  apply  to  bim  in  SiCOtland,  when  he  could  foea- 
illy  haye  an  audience  of  QromweU  in  London^  where  be  often 
was  '»  5*  The  thing  is  npw  put  of  all  doubt  \  for,  by  the  pub- 
lication of  Thurloe's  papers,  it  appears  that  Monk  pever  confi- 
d^e.d  the  marquis  ki  this  ]igbt,  but  always  reprcfented  him  as 
a  focret  friend  ta  the  1ung>  ^d  ^n  a£U^e  enemy  to  tbe  pro- 
testor's government  *, 

The  fecond  imputation  en  tbe  duke  <^  Albemarle's  condufk 
IS,  hi$  recommending  the  match  with  Portugid  \  It  is  admit- 
ted, tb^A  this  propofoiott  might  ppfliUy  be  made  bf  che  fortu- 
guefe  ambafls^dor  to  the  duke  of  Albemarle,  before  the  kieg^ 
mSlual  retprn  to  his  dominions^  and  that  be  propofod  k'  to  his 
majcfty  as  a  meafnre  proper  iw  extending  the  trade>  and  iA- 
crealing  the  inftuence  of  his  fobjeils  ahrtttd.  It  b  IHcewiie  true^ 

Is  all  tlic  reafon  in  the  «#rld  to  bclicTc  Jbe  ncvAr  neant  any  tbfaif  nofVy  in  his 
pfoceedin^s  in  Scochod,  tbtn  to  r^/lrain  th«  power  of  the  crown  witbia  dae 

b9UBdf« 

i  Skipn^r'sJife  of  Mof^k*  p.  '31  »>  }xo.  >  fbid*  cb.  7- 

*  See  Uie  oNTefpondfo^i  of  Arj^l^  and  Monk  in  tbe  iiidy  ivch^  and  vtb  tq-» 
lames  of  Tburloe's  ftate  papers;  and  thence  it  will plaiplf  appear,  that  there  va» 
no  batmony  betfveen  them^  and  confeqoenity  no  ground  to  fuppole,  that  the 
Barents  would  lay  bimftlf  open  to  bim  by  his  letters. 

b  8urnet*s  biftory  of  his  own  times,  voK  i.  p.  f^S>  Cobe*s  detisflSoQ  of  ifae 
four  iaft  rdgnf ,  bMik  Iv.  cb.  i.  p.  a.  £cbard*s  hift.  of  2^ii^hnd,  from  a  MS.  of 
Sir  Robert  SoothweU,  p.  800.  The  points  iofiilcd  on  are,  i.  That  tho  firft  mo- 
tion came  from  general  Monk,  who  condaotly  promoted  this  marriage}  1*  l^bar 
the  chancellor  had  inoonteflibfe  intcQigenpe  of  the  infanta's  ineapacity  of  haTing 
children ;  3.  That  upon  this  he  warn^ly  and  paflionately  oppofed  ic  in  a  cabinet 
«>viicS]^  which  he  prcy^ilcd  on  the  king  to  call  upon  this  fubjeO. 

th^t 
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that  hU  graee  thought  the  acqnifitioti  of  Tangier'  a~  very  eonfi- 
dcraUe  thing}  li^hkh  will  be  the  lefa  wondered  at,  if  we  confidcr 
that,  in  Cromwell's  time,  there  was  a  proje6i  of  getting  it  into 
our  pofi&ffion.  If,  therefore,  the  duke  of  Albemarle  was  fbr 
this  match  from  right  motives,  and  with  a  view  to  the  intereft 
of  fais  king  and  countiy,  as  it  is  plain  he  was,  it  is  very  hard  to 
arraign  bi^  behaviour  upon*  confequences,  which,  it  is'  certain^ 
he  conld  not  forelee,  and  very  probably  had  nevex^coofidcred: 

Befides,  another  queen  might  have  been  childfefi  as  wdla^ 
Catherine,  and  have  brought  the  nation  no  advantage  at  all  ^ 
whereas  it  is  certain,  that  octr  clofe  conjun^on  with  Portugal 
has  been  very  beneficial  to  us  as  a  trading  people,  and  that  our 
acqoifitions  of  Bombay  and  Tangielr  became  ufelefs,  or  at  leaft 
inconfiderable,  entirely  through  our  own  fauh,  from  the  perpci* 
tual  ftraggle  of  fa£lions  amofkgft  us,  which  have  been  always 
our  greateAr  misfortune;  and  therefore,  to  attHbute  thefe  to 
the  condu£l  of  Monk,  or  to  condemn  him  for  advrfing  a  treaty 
of  marriage,  which  was  thoroughly  canvafled  in,  sind  approved 
I^  the  parliament,  is  as  unreafonabie  as  it  is  unjuft^. 

Thus  the  thing  fiood  in  the  firft  edition  of  this  work;  bui; 
wae  are  now  in  a  condition  to  clear  up  all  difficulties,  from  the 
authority  of  the  noble  perfon^  in  the  neediefs  juftifieatiori  of 
whofe  cbara£ler  that  of  the  duke  of  Albemarle  has  been  unjuft- 
ly  afperfed*'.  We  are  affored  by  him,  that  the  firft  overture, 
in  relation  to  the  inlsmta  of  Portugal,  was  made  to  his  majefty 
by  the  lord  chamberlain,  that  is,  the  earl  of  Manchefter;  and, 
it  feems,  from  the  beginning  was  well  received.  The  king  next 
confulted  with  the  chancellor  himfelf,  and  afterwards  with  a 
private  committee,  of  which  the  duke  of  Albemarle  was  no 
member  ^  There  that  bufinefs  came  to  fuch  maturity,  that  the 
Conde  de  Mello,  the  Poriuguefc  minifter,  was  fent  home,  i^ 

^  Thu  matter  wai  wvrmlyi  and,  tt  moft  people  tbongfat,  foUf  difbudtrd  in 
three  qaaito  pamphlets  l»y  the  ingeoioui  lord  LaDfdowti,  the  indefatigabfo  Mr^ 
Olimixon,  and  the  learned  Dr.  Coicbatch  of  Trinity  college  io-  Canvbrid^e,  ajl 
of  which  I  perofed  attentively,  that  1  might  do  no  injuAice  to  any, 

<l  Earl  of  Clarendon's  life,  p.  78.  of  the  folio  edition. 

^  This  committer  was  compofed  of  ^he  chancellor,  the  duke  of  Ormondi  tho 
eail  of  Manchcfler,  and  fecretary  Nicholis ;  and  thcrcifi  hti  Majefty  dcf^aredg  he 
had  coofiilred  the  earl  of  Sandwich,  and  Sir  Joho  Lawfoo,  at  to  th^  fupattoo  »nd 
tfoportance  of  Tangier. 
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order  to  bring  with  |iim  tho(e  fecurities  and  afikrainces  that  ir^Cf; 
necefiary  to  the  conclofion  of  the  treaty.  It  waa  during  his  al^ 
fence  that  an  op^Gtion  was  fee  op  foot  by  baron  ^at|cviUej.or» 
as  his  countrymen  the  Flemings  ca]l  h^s  bafon  WattevtUe, 
the  SfHUiiCbi  minifter,  ap4  his  friend  the  earl  of  firiftolf  wtio 
prevailed  upon  the  king  to  give  him  a  coq:iaul{ioii  \q  go  in  fearch 
of  a  .princefs  wottby  the  kiog'is  bed»  tp  fope  of  ;he  q^rts  of 
Italy  f.  Upon  fh<;  rctpm  pf  the  Portog^cf<;  minifter,  with  the 
title  of  marquis  dc  Sande,  the  negodation  was  reaewecl ;  and 
the  Spani£ti  iminiilef,  ifho  bad  been  imprudent  enough  to  pfib- 
lifli  aQ)er(ionf  on  the  infanta  of  Poirtugalf  ip  th^  £i(gUCh  lan- 
guages ^i  cv^  to  throw  tbem  out  of  his  window  ampngi^  the 
guards^  was  prdered  tq  <)uit  tbe  kingdom!*  The  matter  was 
then  laid  before  the  who(e  priyy-councils  wherci^  withqiit  doubt, 
<the  duke  of  A)l>eniarle  was  pre(i^t  |  i^nd  then  it  yps  uoani- 
moufly  approved.  Thif  iinanimity  fi>  ipuph  pleafed  the  king, 
that  be  took  notice  of  it  as  a  good  omen,  in  his  fpeech  from 
the  throne,  at  the  opening  of  tbe  next  fcffions  of  parliament, 
and  was  congratulated  upon  it  by  both  houfes  K  Hence  it  is 
evident,  that  (be  duke  of  Albemarle  had  no  particular  concern 
m  this  bufiqeiii ;  that  the  chancellor  was  very  early  confiilted  ^ 
that  he  confidered  tht  infinuatiop  to  the  prqud'^ce  of  the  infanta 
as  an  invention  of  tbe  Spanifh  minifter  >,  s^nd  was  fo  far  from 
j^roteiting  againft  this  marriage  that  he  promoted  it;  and, 
whatever  calumny  might  afterwards  fuggeft,  prompted  it,  no 
doubt,  from  very  juft  and  laudable  motives^* 

f  The  count  d'Eflradei,  though  fo  wel^  aequatnre^  with  the  Uitrlgnes  of  thU 
coiuc,  thought  the  <arl  of  Briflul'  wat  fent  on  this  idle  erV^rid  by  the  chancellor, 
id  o^der  to  ^et  htm  out  of  h\$  way  ;  but  the  fiCk  was' quite  othcrwife. 

6  The  itidifcreet  conduct  of  thit  minifter  was  the  fuoree  of  the  greateft  dt^pnet^ 
and  fomc  of  the  heaviefl  nikfortuoes,  the  court  of  Spain  ever  recci^.  So  troe 
it  is,  that  the  honour  always/ and  ofteo'  tfie  (afety,  of  every  (late,  ii  ttitnifled  lo 
every  ambaffidor  fhe  fends. 

k  Baker's  ehronicie,  p.  749.    Th!i  fpeech  was  made  M'7  9*  x^dt. 

I  Rarl  of  Clarendon's  Tife/p.  437,  mehtfons  the  queen's  mircarrytrrg  twice; 
the  firi)  time  (as  the  kinj;  affirmed,  of  his  own  knowledge,  to  the  queen  his  mo« 
Cher)  of  a  fon.  Lady  Wyche,  who  attended  near  her  perlbn,  aJTetted^  Ac  was  able 
to  have  born  children  at  the  king's  death. 

^  I'he  circbmftance  of  the  duke  of  York's  having;  children  by  tbe  chaooetlor*t 
caujrhier,  g4«e  a  colour  to  the  vfperfiont  dn  the  chancellor  for  pronnoting  tlie 
kiha*s  marriage,  kod  the  dcfire  of  viudiciting  htin  has  bfcn  the  notirt  to  tifpct^ 
C'fxg  other  diaraiflers. 

-  The 

J. 
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•The  laft  poim  to  which  we  are  "to  fpetk,  reguds  Che  (ale  of 
JQitiikirk,  ip  which  the  bilhop  aflores  us  ^^  that  the  oeDfitc^ 
tbrown  upon  the  Icrd^haocetlor  Clarendon  wa«  iii^Qft>  fiiice 
be  telied  iotirelf  upon  the  f^minents  of  ^onk.  In  thk  he 
dots  not,  however,  go  £>  far  as  wqther  wHter }  who  affirm?^ 
ibat  the  chsmcdlor  and  the  ttcafueer  proDefted  a^n|t  it ;  which, 
he  fajrt,  is  a  pomt  that  may  be  cleared  bf  tnfpe^og  th^  council-, 
books?.  Echard  feema  to  lay  the  Uame  upon  the eqrl  of  Sand- 
¥(ich%  and  is  alib  po6tife,  that  the  eh^mcellor  md  treafurer 
were  the  two  miniflm  who  oj^ied  the  n^eafKre,  Monfieui^ 
diEftradeS)  the  French  plenipocentiacy^  who  trai^a£lf  d  this  im- 
portant afiaiTi  on  the  pan  of  his  matter,  and  who,  in  bis  Ifttcts 
to  Louis  XiV.  at  tb^  time,  girl^  a  very  diftin£^  and  particular, 
account  of  what  happened  through  tbt  whole  of  the  negociation, 
ikf  things  in  a  v^  diffivent  light  ^«  He  produces  a  letter  from 
(:be  chaqcelloTi  d4ted  June  aps  t6({2,  delivered  to  bm  by  Mir* 


1  In  all  .a)tweatiqRS  of  tbif  Tort,  It  it  ^nt  jaft  to  ^  aiep  fpqRJ^  for  thtoi^ 
IcWes,  Htftory  of  hit  <^wq  times,  vo].  i.  p.  171,  173.  the  bi(^op  fays,  **  The 
**  natter  under  debate  was,  whether  th^  pl^ce  [Donkirk]  ought  to  be  kept  or 
^  fold.  The  military-  men,  who  were  belieyed  to  be  corrupted  kf  Fftnce,  Ttid, 
**  the  plica  wta  not  tenabU;  that  in  dme  of  peaeoli  woaU  pat  the  king  to  a 
**  great  ch^fe,  i|od  in  time  of  vac  i:  voqid  not  <]ait  the  ooC|  of  keeping  it.  The 
^*  earl  of  Clarendon  faid,  he  underftood  not  thofe  matters*  hue  appealed  to 
**  Moak*s  judgment,  who  did  pofitivcly  advife  letting  it  go  for  the  monejr 
**  that  France  offered-^—So  it  was  fold;  and  att  th«  monef  that  va«  pjaid  for  ic 
'*  was  immadiauly  fgttanderad  away  aawngft  the  miOrafs'a  citatures."  The 
fa^are,  2.  That  the  miUiary  men  aQcd  aa  if  corrupted  by  France.  ».  Tbr 
chancellor  Clarendon  was  paHIve,  relying  on  Monk's  opinion.  3.  His  opinion 
was  poiitive,  to  let  it  go  for  what  France  olle^.  4.  Upon  his  adriee  it  was  * 
fold,  s*  And  the  money  fqnandcred  amongft  the  coantefs  of  CaftUmain's  cro^ 
loref. 

•  Coke*t  deteAioA  of  tba  foor  lad  reigns»  hook  iv,  p.  8.  |nd  npon  his  an* 
thority  biAiop  Kcnnet  relies  s  complete  hifto^  of  England*  vol,  ilL  p.  ajs.  Sea 
alio  his  own  account  of  tho  fale  of  Dunkirk,  and  by  whom  charged  upon  Clarea* 
^(19  F«  2f9-  '^  HiAory  of  England,  p.  781,  Sox.  ®  This  is  a  qnUo 

diftfent  book  from  the  kttres,  memoires,  et  negociations  de  moniieor  le  comtc 
d'JBAradca,  in  ^ve  irols«  lamo,  printed  at  Brails  1709,  which  were  ftoie  out  of 
the  Frtftch  king's  library  by  John  Aymond,  and  which  contain  letters  and  dif*  « 
paeebcs  from  s0tf}  to  16SZ,  The  work  here  referred  to  is  intitled,  ambaf&det 
ct  acfcdations  dc  moofieor  Ic  conte  d*£(lradcs,  en  Italic,  en  Angieterre,  et  en 
iloUaode,  depnis  Tannee  1037  jnfqn'  en  I'annee  itf5s.  A  Amfterdam,  cbez  J.  F. 
Bcmrd,  171S,  laroo.  An  EngUfli  tranflation  of  which  appeared  in  1753  in  8ro» 
printed  for  M.«  Wtllock  in  CornhiH,  Md  coniaias  many  carious  and  important 
pa/T'ges  relating  to  Fngland. 

Belingy 
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Belifrgi*,  who  was  to  explsiiii  to  him'  that  nobfe  perfof/s  mtei- 
fi^n^  tte  kkig  and  Uie^lordfMp  lovitig  both  writteiiy  tspodays 
birfbre,  to  inrkr  him  to  takbSajf^Md  i^ bis wfljr to HaUandr 
n4iere  he  wias  then  going  flmbiAdor^>  Upon  his  arrivaly-he 
fnaa- tnfof  med;  that  theototlvdof  dtffiritig'birpirdkm^  was^  to 
enter  intd  a  treaty  for  the  &l)r  of  Dnnkii^s.  He  fajFi  eaBprefsly^ 
that  the  chancrilor  told  him,  that  tUcr  king's  ndcoffities  obliged 
him  to>  thi0  ftep ;  chat  he'waS'  the  ooiy  jferfim.  o£'tfae  coundV  in 
that  ftntitnent :  that  he  was  to  bringrover  Mows,  the  treafhrer, 
and  the  earl  of  Sandwiebi  wbieh  hrcottld-not  hope* to  do^  if  a* 
roirad  inm  was  not  ofered^  The  French  kmg,  in  a  letter  to 
dlEAradesv  ^%prdtti  great  uneafinefsat  thefeccttsbeit^coow 
nhmicated:  to  the  other  lofdff  *•  At  length,-  when  the  treaty  wtas 
adTTOtedy  the  king' of  Englandi  on  tlie  firft  of  Sefitcmber,  gave 
ftdl  powersi  under  Ma  hand|  to  the  dianeellor,  the  treafurer, 
the  duke  of  Albemarle,  and  the  earl  of  Sandwich,  to  proceed 
therem,  and  to  conclude  it  ^  It  was  figned,  accordingly,  on  the 
27th  of  0£ta)ber»  1662,  by  the  commiffioners  on  btith  fides ; 
and,  in  a  letter  dated  November  6,  count  d'Eftrades  teQs  the 
king,  his  mafter,  that  king  Charles,  the  duke  of  York,  and  the 
chancellor,  were  the  only  perfons  from  whom  he  had  met  with 
no  oppofition ;  and,  in  confequcnce  of  this,  and  much  more  to 
the  fame  purpofe,  that  monarch  wrote  a  letter  to  his  brother  of 
England,  and  another  to  the  chancellor,  to  thank  them  for  their 
obliging  conduft  in  that  affair*. 

The  chancellor  himfclf,  who  bed  knew  his  own  thoughts, 
and  who  could  certainly  give  the  clearcft  account  of  his  own 

P  This  Mr.  Bettng^  thousli  a  Papift,  w«i  in  great  oonfiden#e  with  cbtnceUot 
CUreoddn,  tStd  la  interpreter  becwceu  him  and  ooonc  d'BAndet,  was  in  tte 
vKok  Ascrec  <ii  thtaneg«ciaiion,  an4  for  tliis  was  rccomoiieaded  bf.  hta  mifiiAer, 
tcr  Lewis  XTV.  for  a  prefciit  which  he  rcaeivca*  4  AmbuO^m  d*BAn4^ 

p.^^St*     EngKSi  cranflatien,  p.  %x9. 

f  An  incamious  writer  might  cite  this  «s  a  prtnif  oat  of  the  'Ch»iicellor*s  mni 
mooib,  that  he  aione  wu  the  asthor  of  this  neafure^  aod  not  either  the  general^ . 
thi  treaforer,  or  the  earl  of  Sandwich.  B«t,  th^gh  the  ohaoecUor  mlglK  laf^o, 
iC<was*not  troe,  ar  lecft,  if  we  h^tieTe  his  own  aceooot,  b«t  wasthrswn  oar  putlf 
to  force  d'Eflraiiet  to  maite  a  'greater  ofl<)r.  The  chencclfer  did  aot  « tot  addfltft^ 
hat.d*£aredes  hid  roors* 

/  Ambtfikdes  d^Ef^radei,  p.  4}o,  431.  Engliih  traftllatios^  p.  141,  »!«» 
t  KenneiU  chroQicie^  p.  760.  whore^the  eomioiflioii  U  prefcTVed*  >u  A«ii»^ 
fade)  d  £Uf  ades,  p.  508.     Eoglifti  Craui}4tiofl,  p.  297* 

aftionF, 


Ob  N  %%At   AI  0:.N  K.  499 

^flAioo>»  fk€e$  tte  wliok  of  diiiiAir  tn  another  p6iiit  of  inmr  ^^ 
He  afcribes  the  origiiuii  sDodoBy  Jbr  the  iak  •«£  Dunkirk^  to  the 
Frcacli  Idiigy  CD^  the  lord  high-tieafiHcr  SonthainplQn ;  tttd,-  upom 
his  communicatjog  it  to  the  chancellor^  he  ezprefled  hinielf  verf 
varfldy  againft  the  pfopofitioo.  He  next  infonns  iit»'thlit  a 
cd^metNConneii  ytm  caUed,  at  which  his  majefty,  the  ditlpe  of 
York,  the  doke  of  Aibemaiie,  and  the  earl  of  fiandwieh,  yiftrt 
prefent,  as  wdi  as  himfelf  and  the  tnnfiireri  at  mh^fk  ffeqneft 
this  meeting  was.appointied,  and  who  homouroiifly  advifcd  hit 
-majefty  to  take  away  the  cbaaceHor's  ftaff^  for  fear  he  fbould 
ndce  a  rough  ufe  of  it  i^hen  he  knew  the  fisl^eA  they  were  met 
i:^xm.  In  this  cabinet-council  the  fide  of  Dunkirk  was  debated^ 
and  TtibWed  for  the  reaibnsr  whkh  she  chancelior  mentions  in 
his  menoirs  '•  This  was  previous  to  the  inviting  over  d*£ftradcv 
i»ho  had  been  in  Englandi  and  ticated  with  the  chancellor  upon 
affitirs  of  fiate  bcfoi^s  and  had  t6  hr  racoaiaiendod  hksifelf  to 
the  king  and  tbechanceUori  as  be  was  indeed  a  roiniftcr  of  great 
nddvefs,  that  they  were  both  defirons  ci  treating  with  him  again» 
What  the  chancellor  faid  to  d'Eftrades^  was  to  engage  bim  to 
ratfo  his  price  1  fiir  he  at  firft  talked  only  of  two  miHions,  be^ 
caufe  that  was  the  fum  at  which  it  had  been  valued  by  Crom^ 
welly  as  has  been  mentioned  in  another  place's  howeveri  he 
vras  afterwards  brought  to  offer  three  milUons,  and  at  laft  to  ad4 
two  millions  more  for  the  artillery,  ammanitiooy  UMlitary  ftores» 
and  the  materials  for  buildings  which  fum,  it  appears,  that  aft 
the  commiffioners,  except  the  chancdk^r,  thought  too  titttei  and 
upon  that  accoont  concluded  the  bargain  with  rdufUnce*.  This 
drew  an  immediate  odium  upon  the  chancellor.  His  hktereft 
enemy,  the  earl  of  Briftol,  put  it  the  next  year  into  his  accu£i- 

V  The  Sirl  of  CitfcndMi  wroct  ■  vindication  of  hit  own  condaA  agaioll  the 
nccafatioa  of  the  iioaie  of  comnoof ,  dated  at  Biont^licr,  Joljr  24^  KdtfS.  Thk 
■say  be  foond  in  his  tnAs,  and  bit  accooot  of  chii  traofaOiea,  p-  )!•  See  alio 
bis  memoirs,  p.  lox.  '  The*reatbnt  are  inieited  alfo  in  the  Tindieacioo^ 

and  in  tik€t  were  thefe :  x.  That  the  place,  being  no  harbciv,  was  of  little  aci> 
Aity;  a.  That  the  dHMrgf  of  keepiof  it  was  more  than  the  crown  could  siufd; 
^  That  ilie  keeping  it  wouid  oecefl^rily  involve  the  nation  in  a  war.  9- See 

p«  at.  in  the  notes. 

s  So  the  cooot  d*£(lfadct  fays  cxprrfslfr  and  oomplaias  cvtready  of  the' 
•rooble  given  htm  in  wording  the  tnaty  by  the  other  commiffionerr,  and  oom* 
mending  higjsly  the  tflidnity  of  the  thanceUor,  thoogh  he  hncv  it  tta^ni  him 
ebaomons^ 

tlOQ 
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tioitagaiiift  Um :  the  paopte  caUed:  the  hbofe'he  wtit  bliiktiB^ 
Do Nxiult  iroirsE  ;  and "nmzs  meationed  afrefli  in  the  articled 
that  were  fratted:  agahift  iiiiii^  b^  the  hbtt&  of.  edonndhs^  opoa 
his.diigrace*. 

.  The  difcofling  this  mattdr Jbairtng  led  me  (6  farj  L  thitik  atfCdf 
oUifed  tago  a  little  £uthtr»  that  I  txkkj.  iioi.f<xm  to  have  ev- 
colpated  the  dake  of  Albemarle  at  the  etpente  of  other  coanfid* 
lort,  vho,  in  my  coofiriencey  I  think  as  itinocent »  hel  The 
true,  ftaie  ^hen  of  the  matter^  at  leaft  to  me»  appears  to  have 
been  this :  The  revenue  iettted  upon  the  king^  in  cuflx)nu»  ex«- 
cile,  and  hearth-money;  amounted  to  one  million  two  hundred 
tboufsind  poupdsy  and  ihi^CDaftant  ftated/expence  of  tKe  kio^s 
government  to  upwards  ot  one  million  four  hundted  thottfaad 
pounds*  though  that  of  bis  hnufehold  came  bur  to  one  hundred 
and  fi£ty  thotifand  pofuodi  K  There  was  confequcntiy  a  deficieiafe 
cy  of  upiv^ards  of  two  hnndfedi  tbouflmd  pounds  a-jrtar  c.  The 
weight  of  this;  as  the  chancellor  well  c^ifcrVes^  being  chiefly 
felt  by  the  treafurer>  fuggefted  to  him  the  inquiry  into  the  utiUi- 
ty  and  worth  of  Dunkirk -»  and  finding*  or  believing  he  had 
found*  good*rearons  for  the  parting  with  it*  he  was  thereby  led 
to  make  the  propofal*  as  it  would  take  away  one  half  .of  the 
annual  exceeding*  and*  at  the  fame  time*  fumifli  the  king  with 
a  laige  foni  Of  money*  of  which  he  was  then  in  jrhe  greats 
want<*.  This  meafure  feems  to  have  bieen  taken  about  a  year 
after  the  king's  re(toration  %  and^  we  may  be  fure*  was  takea 
without  ai|y  finiiler  or  iniquitous  views*  (ince  it  came  from  the 
great  and  good  earl  of  Southampton*  whofe  cbarader  was  never 
yet  afperfed^.     It  has*  indeed*  been  faid^  that  the  king  waa 

*  See  the  earl  of  Bt\(koV$  articles  In  the  coitoplete  bff^ory  of  England,  Vol.  iti. 
p.  %$5,  ^thu&^  p.  809.  See  tlfo  Siirnet's  hiftory  of  his  6wfi  rfmei,  vol.  L 
p.  14$.  ^roceedin^f  io  the  c^fe  of  EdwanI  earl  of  CUresdoii,  1760,  Svo; 
»  See  thit  ftatcd  a  large  from  the  eiri  of  Hslifat*s  MSS*  In  Ralph's  hlft^iy, 
.vol.  i.  p.  S9. 

^  This  wobM  have  been  the  cafe,  if  the  fondt,  j^veo  by  p«rli««ieiit»  had  ae* 
tnaUy  produced  what  they  #ere  giveti  for ;  whereas  they  &U  Ibort  116  leia  tbaA 
three  handred  ihoufand  pounds. 

d  Earl  of  Clarendon's  life,  p.  lex.  , 

^  The  king»  at  the  ioftaoce  of  gericrai  Monk;  ma^  Sir  Sdwtid  Ilartey  gover- 
nor of  Dunkirk  iHimediaceiy  after  his  return,  and  would  have  conilitoced  hiiA 
governor  ftf  life,  confeqncntly  had  then  no  thoughts  of  .fcUing  ic.  'Whin  ht 
bad,  he  removed  hilh  by  warranty  dated  May  11,  i66r.  > 

moTcd 


moved  td  it  chiefly  otit  o£  confideratiaa  for  certain  I^iei  i  andi 
perlu^M^  when  this  coihes  to  be  explaincdi  there  vill  not  ap- 
pear to  be  ailjr  great  barm  in  that :  for  thefe  ladies  were,  the 
queen  bis  mptber*  the  queen  his  confort;  and  the  princels  Hea«t 
rietta  Maria  his  fifteri  who  was  to  be  married  tp  the  duke  of 
Orleans,  and  for  whom  a  portion  was  to  be  proi^tded  but  of  tUa 

tnoney^ 

•  .♦  ...       .... 

If  the  reader  is  defirous  of  knowing  how  this  came  to  be  af^ 
terwards  coit&dercd  in  fo  fotil  a  ligbtj  and  why  fo  much  paiM 
had  been  taken  to  ihift  the  odium  from  bne  minifter  upon  ano*. 
tbdp,  it  will  be  tiecel&ry  to  obferve,  that,  at  the  tiihe  of  the  traB& 
a&idn»  there  were  no  very  loud  complaints,  but  they  grew  ilp 
afterwards  from  a  Variety  of  caufes.  i.  Tbo  ^abal  formed 
^gainft  the  earl  of  Claretidon  reprefented  this  as  a  bale  and  cor* 
mpt  iheafur^,  becskufe  they  were  pleafed  to  ftyle  it  his  meafore : 
aild  every  minifter  that  is  to  be  rfemdved  by  a  fa^ion;  miift  firft 
be  placed  in  the  blackeft  light  '•  2.  The  Spanifli  party  joined 
themiel^es  to  thefe  \  th^y  did  not  confidtir  wbethei-  the  hieafure 
was  right  or  wrongs  as  it  regarded  England ;  but  they  kiiew 
that  it  was  injurious  to  Spaing  aiid  therefore  they  heartily  joined 
in  decrying  the  minifter,  to  whofe  account  it  was  placed  '*•  3. 
The  French  courts  though  at  the  time  the  bargain  was  made 
they  had  pretended  a  perfefl  iikdiffeirence,  whether  Dunkirk  was 
deliviercd  up  to  Spaing  itnneated  to  the  crown  of  England,  or 

f  Upon  reviewing  thii  evidence,  it  appeari,  i.  ThtC  the  French  king  was  dif' 
plrafed  at  the  negocUttoni  beinj  icorainbnicacfcd  to  the  military  m^n',  and  confe* 
qocntly  had  not  corrupted  them.  a.  The  chancellor  managed  the  whole  tratif* 
a^ion',  brought  It  to  bear;  and  JFor  thii  had  the  thaniis  of  the  French  king. 
3.  Moofk  was  not  fatitAed  wirh  the  price,  or  privy  to  the  fate,  till  the  price  was 
Fettled.  4.  t)po'n  the  treafurer'a  piopofal,  the  deiign  of  fclilng  Dunkirk  waa  uken 
-Oft  carried  on,  and  concluded,  not  by  Monk,  but  the  chancellor.  5.  The  money 
waa  carefully  expended,  anid  not  /qoaadercd.     Clarendon's  life,  p.  205. 

S  See  the  earl  of  Clarendon*s  vindication  agaiiifl  the  ejeventh  article  of  tho 
charge  againft  him  by  the  houfe  of  commons.  Coke,  Kennet,  Kchard^  Burnet 
m%  before  cited.  Sir  Thomas  b(b^rne,  who  was  afterwards  dnke  of  Leeds,  nU. 
ifirmedy  on  the  authority  of  a  f^r^at  \  rd  whom  he  did  not  nam?,  that  the  chan* 
tfrellor  made  a  bsr^ain  for  the  file  of  Dunkirk  nine  months  before  it  was  knowo« 
See  Chandler's  debate*  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  vol.  i.  p<  108. 

^  It  appears  evidently  from  d*£(lrades*s  letters,  and  indeed  from  all  the  ao- 
cbentic  pipers  of  that  time,  the  chancellor  was  pnfhed  by  the  Spanifli  party,  who 
liad  the  eari  of  Briftol  at  their  bead,  a  man  pf  great  parts,  and  who  waa  partica? 
larly  able  In  intrigue. 

Vol.  il.  C  c  dcmolifhcd, 


JemoKflied,  jti^  ther  ch«f  were  once  poflhfled  of  it^  they  aag* 
fiiCe^  its  imfxtttance,  wttd  the  great  policy  of  their  aoovch  ti| 
JHPdciiritig  it  K  4.  The  Dtiiikirk  that  wis  th«n  fokl»  was  by  b0 
means  the  Danklrtt  that  it  afterwarde  was:  Lewis  XIV.  fpoft 
taoiy  fliiBions  flerilBf '  tft  improving  and  fiMrtifying  it  \  not  be« 
eanfo  the  plaee  doferted  it,  but  that  it  waa  the  ortf  port  by 
which  he  coald  annoy  ns  K  5.  After  it  was  thns  improved  and 
Ibrtified^  all  thoft  ineonvcDieneies  tadkeii  away  which  made  it  o&* 
tofi  in  oor  handle  and  ^  mtMtnde  of  works  raifed,  for  which 
iSagland  wotdd  never  have  been  sa  the  eipence ;  it  became  fuch 
nfbom  in Owr  ftdes^  and  we  were  made  lb  thoixHigUy  fenfiUe 
of  its  rttpoif ance,  in  the  fituation  it  then  Aood,  that  it  ia  no> 
bonder  at  all  {loAeiity  beKeved  whatever  they  were  told,  of  tho 
hitquity  of  filling  this  pkce,  and  heartily  dctcfted  the  miniftera^ 
whoever  tbey  were»  by  whom  the  mcafore  was  taken  $  thoiiq||b 
certainly  they  did  not»  indeed  could  not,  perceive  the  confe* 
^oences.   * 

But,  however,  the  Oate  of  the  king's  afiwsy  the  diffcnlty 
and  expenee  of  keeping  the  {daec^  and  the  impoffiUlity  of  fore^ 
feeing  then  what  aftcrwofda-  happened,  taking  inalfo  the  known 
charaAers  of  the  perfons  concerned  1  tnay  excnfe  them  from  any 
fofpkton  of  corruption,  or  ill  intetttion  in  this  tranfiiAMMi :  yec 
fher  fiiie  of  Sunkirfc  to  the  Frendi  it  a  thing  new  to  be  vinidi« 
fated,  tor  k  was  not  acquired  by  the  king^  arms )  and^  them*^ 
fore,  whatever  right  he  might  have  to  rcftore^  it  is  not  eafy  to 
difcem  how  he  codd  have  any  to  fell  It.  In  the  next,  the  houfe 

i  As  much  todiiXMCDce  m  rhe  French  k\ag  esprcfled  tboat  the  pUct,  while  the 
nrgociation  wat  depCDdiog,  be  vannted  fuffictently  the  advanu^e  accrwog  fo  hii» 
from  the  bargain,  at  (aon  at  it  was  maile.  Hif^oopt  |«ok  pofle^oa  Novcaber 
a8,  itftfA.  He  made  hit  public  entry,  and  caafed  Ts  DsUMtobe  fnng  in  hi^ 
prerence  oq  tbe  >d  of  December.  He  ctufcd  two  mcdalc  to  be  inftantlf  ffriKk. 
On  the  reverfe  of  (fie  iirft  was,  Providinfis  princifis  Dunquerka  recvperstas  L  f* 
**  Br  the  ikUl  of  the  prince  Dnoktrk  recovered  r**^  on  the  reverfe  of  the  Ibeoiul 
/a  jetton  or  couotet)  a  brtzto  tower  wiib  a  golden  (bower  frlfing  on  if  «kh 
thefe  wo«dei  Sh  v'uutS  amicu  1 1.  #.  **  Thm  wc  get  the  better  of  oor  fnends.** 
As  if  this  had  not  been  iofiiltuig  eooogh,  a  third  was  flrnek  the  nest  fesfi  with 
the  bratea  tgwcr  and  golden  (bower  again,  with  this  legend;  Kfu  fiJmhtf  p9* 
UnAwi  t.  e.  *^  By  a  Oroke  fiirp«(ftng  thunder/*  on  the  reverfe,  Jnftlce  a)eiia« 
cing  two  harpies  with  her  fword,  and  thefe  words ;  Htrfyts  ftUert  rtgm^  See 
Gerard  van  Loon  hift.  meiailiqoe,  tome  ii.  p.  489- 

k  Boul JnviJliers  etat  de  la  France,  tome  L  p.  347.  ^  Sec  the  ispoitsnce 

nA  Dunkirk  con&d0itd,  and  other  traAi  in  the  reign  of  queen  Annci 

'  of 
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^  cemiBMa  had  prepsvtd  and  poficd  a  bill  for  anoexiog  it  tQ 
tbe  crown  of  £agland»  which  would  haw  throwa  the  charge  of 
iDBMDtainiiig  it  upoa  them :  and  though  it  i$  triM,  that  the  izu)tivc 
to  ihia  biH  has  been  mifrcprefcntcd)  by  fttppofiiig  it  was  oaeaDr 
to  hinder  what  afterwards  happened)  whereas,  ia  h£k,  it  too^ 
Ut  riie  from  the  Spaoifli  ambafladof^sdeaMnding  it«  in  a  perempt* 
tory  maoner ;  fei,  affuredly,  it  Aiewed  the  fcnfe  of  the  oatioa*' 
was  for  pirferving  it.  Lafily,  the  merdiams,^«ven  at  the  tioie 
St  was  fold*  exprefled  freat  appi^eiifions  of  the  mifchieft  that 
night  be  done  to  trade,  bjr  privateers  fitud  out  from  thence; 
mad  thefe  were  reafoos  Aificient  to  have  deterred  the  king»  and 
liis  miniAflrs,  fiwin  parting  with  it»  nokfs  by  confiwt  of  parliap 
inent ;  which,  if  we  confider  what  afterwards  happened  in  xcn* 
j;ard  to  Tangier,  it  will  not  appear  impoffible  ihae  they  migfaf 
have  obtaioedi  and,  whether  ^ley  oould  or  not,  they  ought  a( 
leaft  to  have  defired. 

MThen  the  firft  Dutch  war  broke  ovt  in  1664,  we  find  the 
duke  of  Albemarle's  name  among  the  lords  of  the  council  fub» 
^bribing  the  prodamatiop  "t  and  there  feems  to  be  ao  reafon  to 
doubt,  that  he  was  very  hearty  in  that  meafure :  whereas  the 
chancelior,  and  the  treafuror,  were  both  entreoMly  apuoft  it ". 
The  duke  of  York^  as  we  have  before  ften,  at  the  oonunsncci- 
flaent  of  the  war,  commanded  the  fleet  in  perfon :  and,  upon 
this  occafioQ,  he  devolved  the  wbok  admioiftration  of  the  ad*' 
miraky  on  the  duke  of  Albemarle  ^  and  this  with  fuch  circum<i- 
ftances  of  confidence,  as  evidently  demonftratcd  his  fenfe  of  his 
grace's  capacity  and  fidelity  ^«    Thisi  added  to  all  bis  former 

em^ymentSi 

*n  The  reader  wU  find  the  j^rochtnRtion  at  hrgie  In  Keimct,  vol.  iii.  p.  17ft. 
.    ^  Life  of  the  earl  of  CUrendon,  p.  200. 

®  Thii  epUlle  defervea  the  reader's  perufal,  becaofe  it  U  a  direA  proof  of  the 
fUfdiood'of  theadertiofi,  that  the  doke  of  Albemarle  left  Ml  credit  foon  after 
iikc  rcftoraifoB.  h  roos  Ch«f ;  **  My  lord-  duke  ofALBEMAHtm,  having  formerly 
'*  by  the  kiog*f  apjirobacion  defired  yon  to  take  <he  care  of  giving  all  neorflary 
**  ordtn  for  the  affairt  of  the  oavy  during  my  abfeace,  in  the  lame  manner  ai  I 
**  ooght  to  do  if  prefeot,  I  (hould  not  now  need  to  repeat  it  to  yea,  were  it  not 
**  CO  acqaalot  you,  that  I  have  not  onlf  by  word  of  mouth,  but  alfo  by  writing, 
"^  given  rhe  piincipal  officers  and  cnmiMfiderf  of  hii  majtfty's  navy  ditcAioof 
^  10  eiecote  all  your  commanda.  I  deiire  yon,  if  you  find  any  commanders  or 
^  ochev  officers  oegUgeot  in  the  difpatcfa  expeAed  from  them  for  hi«  ma|efty*s 
***  iervier,  not  to  be  fparing  ia  ufing  your  authority  for  their  pooiftmeiir,  whe« 
**  thcr  by  difpladng  them,  or  fucb  other  way  as  yon  iball  think  fit.  J  have  com  • 

C  c  ft  **  manded 


ao^  MEMOIRSor 

employments^  might  have  fufficiently  marked  the  confidence  i:^ 
pofed  in  him^  and  have  even  rendered  the  conferring  on  htm  an^ 
6ther  charge,  a  thing  not  at  all  expelled :  and  yet^  when  th<( 
plague  broke  out  in  the  fuccecding  year,  and  the  king  ftw  himr  • 
felf  obliged  to  leave  his  capital,  he  entrufted  the  care  ol  ity  of 
his  fubje£ls|  and  the  chief  concerns  of  his  kingdom,  to  this 
good  duke,  who  reiided  at  the  Cock-pit  near  'Whitehall,  and^ 
Irith  the  afliibmce  of  the  carl  of  Craven,  and  fome  other  pnl^ 
ic-fpirited  perfons  of  di(linAion,  took  care  of  the  health,  the 
properties,  and  the  government  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  great 
city  i  diftributing  daily  the  vaft  charities  that  were  railed  lor  the 
iupply  of  the  difhefled :  giving  audience  to  aU  who  had  any  bu- 
finefs  with  him,  direding  the  affairs  of  the  navy,  while  we  were 
engaged  In  a  war  of  fuch  confequence^  and  giving  a  conftant 
account  of  whatever  happened  to  the  king  and  his  mintfters  at 
Oxford  P.  Such  was  the  courage,  fuch  were  the  labours,  o( 
this  great  man,  who,  in  the  mid^  of  d^youring  infection,  did, 
in  a  manner,  the  whole  bufinefs  of  the  nation :  and  yet  this  it 
he  who  IS  iaid  to  have  forfeited  ail  perfonal  regard,  and  to  have 
become  ufeleis  in  a  ihort  time  after  the  rcftoration.' 

While  ^e  was  ilill  charged  with  all  thefe  fatiguing  offices,  the 
king,  in  the  fpring  of  tHe  fucceeitting  year,  (ent  for  him  fuddeni 
}y  to  Oxford.  He  went  thither  poft ;  and  on  his  arrival,  aftei: 
paying  his  compliments  to  his  majefty,  and  giving  him  a  faccin£^ 

account  of  the  pofture  in  which  he  had  left  aflFairs  at  London^ 

*    ■  •  ■      •  •  .J 

he  was  told,  that  the  intent  o(  fending  for  him  thither  was,  te 
make  him  joint  admiral  of  the  fleet  With  Prince  Rppert;  and 
that  he  niu(l  immediately  prepare  to  go  to  fea.  He  defired  a 
day's  time  to  confider  of  it^  in  which  fpace  he  confulte4  with 
his  friends,  who  were  almoft  unanimoufly  a^ainft  his  accepting 

**  tnaoded  my  fecrecary  to  leave  with  yoa  all  fuch  things  as  may  be  ooieiptff  lur 
*'  yo^r  informaUon  i  if  any  thing  he  wanting,  upon  the  ieaft  ineiinatioo  ic  ftuU 
*'  be  fttpp^Kd.    So  bidding  you  heartily  farewell,  I  am,  &c. 

''  March  a  a,  1664-5.  J[AMts.** 

Tiiis  letter  wm  crtnicribed  from  a  M^.  in  the  hands  of  the  late  lord  Brtdctidk 
Howard. 

P  Skinner's  life  of  Monk,  p.  331 — 333.  Gumblc^s  life  of  Monk,  p.  414— -4x0. 
Th«  carl  of  Clarendon  givei  quite  another  account  of  this  matter,  and  idbres  ui( 
chat,  being  informed  it  was  highly  for  the  king's  fervicc^  the  duke  of  Albemarkf 
accepted  at  once,  apd  even  offered  (if  it  Mas  thcu^ht  nccellary)  to  fecve  oodcr 

that 
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|9iat*€Oininand.  They  iaid)  that  lie  had  already  eftabli(Ked  hisi 
f hara£ter  as  a  fbldierj  feaman,  and  ftatefman ;  an^  that  it  was 
imreafonabie,  at  his  time  of  life,  for  him  to  ftake  alt  the  bo« 
Hours  he  had  von  on  the  fortune  of  a  day :  that  the  Dutch  were 
already  driven  into  that  fury  which  made  them  moil  dangerous 
at  fea ;  and  that  att^king  them  now  was  quite  another  thing 
than  it  was  at  the  beginning  of  the  war:  that,  in  (hort,  the  lofs 
of  a  battle  would  exceedingly  tamifh  his  reputation  i  whereas  a 
yi£lory  gained  could  add  very  little  thereto. 

The  duke  thanked  them  for  the  refpe£t  they  had  fhewn  for 
his  perfon  and  charafler,  but  at  the  fame  time  added,  <'  thefe 
?•  were  out  of  the  cafe;  that  he  valued  neither  farther  than  they 
<<  were  ufefiil  to  his  country ;  and  that  he  was  determined  to 
*<  obey  the  king's  commands,  (ince  he  was  fure  he  either  (hould 
<*  accomplifh  them,  or  die  in  the  attempt  ^^  Having  accepted 
this  commiffion,  he  returned  to  London  the  third  day ;  and 
though  the  war  and  the  plague  had  both  made  great  havock 
amon^ft  the  feamen,  yet  it  was  no  fooner  known,  that  the  duke 
of  Albemarle  was  to  command  the  fleet,  than  ^reat  numbers  of- 
fered themfelves  to  the  fervice,  becaufe,  as  they  phrafed  it,  they 
Were  fure,  <*  hone((  George^*  (for  fo  they  cdled  the  duke) 
*f  would  fee  them  well  fed,  and  juftly  paid^'* 

His  grace,  in  conjundion  with  Prince  Rupert,  ufed  fuch  dili- 
gence In  equipping  the  fleet,  that  on  the  asd  of  April,  being 
&.  George's  day,  they  took  leave  of  the  king,  and  fell  down 
the  river  in  one  of  the  royal  barges  to  join  the  fleet.  When  they 
arrived  in  the  liowns,  the  king  received  intelligence,  that  the 
l^rench  bad  fitted  out  a  flout  fquadron  to  join  with  the  navy  of 
fhe  ilates ;  upon  which  he  was  prevailed  upon  to  fend  down  po- 
fitive  orders  to  Prince  Rupert  to  fail,  with  twenty  of  the  beft 
frigates  in  the  fleet,  to  fight  the  French  fquadron  before  it  could 
join  the  Dutch.  This,  without  queftion,  had  been  a  right  mea« 
fure,  if  the  king's  intelligence  had  been  well  founded ;  but,  as  in 
truth  there  was  no  fuch  French  fquadron,  fo  the  taking  away  fo 
great  a  part  of  the  fleet  expofed  the  remainder  exceedingly. 
Some  have  fuggefled,  that  there  was  treachery  in  this }  and  in» 

4  Memoirs  of  the  Datch  wars.     Skinner's  life  of  Monk,  p.  33$,     Prince^ 
worthies  of  Devjo.  p.  471.  '  Memoin  of  (be  Pntch  vori,  p.  39. 

deed. 
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deed,  from  Sir  Johu  Harman's  letter^  {ivMig  an  Kooniit  of  ibm 
IttCtle  which  eofued,  one  would  apprehend^  that  he  was  of  this 
QfkH<m  *•  It  ii»  howcfcr^  cafjf  to  accoant  fer  the  thing  other, 
wife;  and,  by  laying  all  circmnftancer  together,  I  mnft  own  my« 
ielf  perfuadeds  that  this  intelligence  proceeded  from  the  arts  of 
the  French,  who,  by  pretending  to  equip  a  great  iqaadron,  and 
to  fend  it  early  to  fea,  thooght  to  amufe  both  us  and  the  Dutch, 
and  engage  us,  by  dint  of  Uiefe  preparations,  to  take  frlie  mea- 
fores,  in  which  they  fucceeded ;  for  the  Dutch  fleet  afbially 
expefied  to  be  joined  by  them,  as  ceruinly  as  Prince  Ropert  did 
to  meet  them*. 

The  duke  of  Albemarle,  commanding  now  abne,  difcovered, 
on  the  I  ft  of  June,  the  Dutch  fleet,  confifting  of  about  leventy* 
fix  fail  of  large  fliips;  whereas  his  grace  had  not  more  than  fifty. 
We  have  already  given  an  account  of  this  battle  %  and  fliall  heoe 
therefore  confine  ooriclyes  to  fuch  circomftances  as  concern  the 
duke's  perfonal  behaviour.  He  immediately  called  a  council  of 
war,  compoied  of  Ibme  of  the  gallanted  men  that  ever  bore 
commands  in  the  Engltfh  navy;  and  there,  ^  In  regard  feveral 
<<  good  fliips,  befides  the  Royal  Sovereign,  then  at  anchor  in  the 
<<  Gun-fleet,  (neither  fully  manned  nor  ready),  would,  upon 
«<  their  retreat,  be  m  danger  of  a  furpriasal  by  the  enemy,  and 
**  that  iiich  a  courfe  might  nnke  ibme  impreflionupon  the  fyiiit 
<«  and  courage  of  the  feaoun,  who  had  not  been  accuflomed  to 
<<  decline  fighting  with  the  Dutch,  it  was  at  laft  unanimoufly 
^^  refolved  to  abide  them,  and  that  the  fleet  fliould  prefently  be 
«  put  in  readineft  to  fall  into  a  line  ^.^  Thus  it  appears,  that 
this  was  an  wSt  done  by  the  whole  council  of  war,  and  upon 
^ry  rational  motives ;  (a.  that  to  charge  the  dnke  with  running 
too  great  a  hazard,  from  his  contempt  of  the  Dutch,  is  treating 
bie  memory  ill,  without  any  juft  giooads*.    The  firft  day  the 

enemy 

•  Kcanct's  oompkce  hiftory  of  Engfanil,  vol.  iii.  p.  »ai.  <  l.e  CIcrc, 

loine  iii.  p.  138.    De  Ncuvitle  yie  dt  Rttyter.  u  S^  p.  toy.  ' «  Skis* 

oer*f  life  of  general  Monk,  p.  340. 

s  9!ktb^  BoMiM  fays,  ttM  t'kt  Emj^iHi  fltei,  by  the  end  of  titc  ifjku  mm  qakv 
unyggcdy  and  were  io  no  condition  to  work  thcmfeltet  olT;  lb  that  ihey  mm(k 
ka»c  been  all  ukeo^  iiink,  ,or  burnt,  if  Prince  Roperc  bad  not  comt  hi  gpod 
time.— Tbe  coug  g«Te  oat  >bat  It  ««s  a  vi£b>iy,  attd  pabiic  tbankrgivingt  were 
ordered  i  which  was  a  horrifi  (bocking  of  God,  and  a  lying  to  the  world.    We 

bad 
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enemy  gained  Ittrk  or  no  adrantage,  notmtliftinding  thdr  great 
fiiperiority,  this  waa  iottrely  owing  to  Ac  duke's  exampki  wbo^ 
thoagh  he  was  ooce  oUiged  to  be  towed  out  of  the  iine^  yet,  a£> 
tcr  making  the  neceflary  repairs  in  Us  rig^g^  bore  into  the  cen* 
ter  of  the  Dotch  fleet,  where  he  engaged  de  Rayter  with  incre« 
diUe  bitj^p  hoping  his  own  fucceft  might  hate  opened  a  path 
to  vidory. 

Tht  next  morning  the  dnke  caUed  a  fecond  connetl  of  war^ 
in  which  he  delirered  himfelf  thus :  ' <  If  we  had  dreaded  thr 
<*  namber  of  oar  enemies,  we  ihovld  have  fled  yefterday  1  but, 
<«  though  we  are  inferior  to  them  in  (hips,  we  are  in  all  things 
^  die  raperior.  Force  gires  them  conrage ;  let  us,  if  we  need 
I*  it,  borrow  refolution  from  the  thonghts  of  what  wehavefor* 
^  merly  performed.  Let  the  enemy  feel,  that,  though  our  fleet 
<<  be  divided,  our  fpirit  is  intire.  At  the  worfk^  it  will  be  more 
^  honourable  to  die  bravely  here  00  our  own  ekment,  than  to  be 
^  made  fpeAacIes  to  the  Dutch.  To  be  overcome  is  the  fortune 
4f  of  war,  but  to  fly  is  the  fofhion  of  cowards*  Let  us  teach 
«<  the  worid,  that  EngUAjnen  had  rather  be  acquainted  with 
ts  death  than  with  fear  *." 

The  engagement  began  about  eight,  and  continued  till  k  was 
lu^}  but  our  fleet  fuSered  fo  mnch,  that  in  a  cooocil  of  war, 
ImU  in  the  afternoon,  k  was  rdblved  to  make  a  fair  retreat, 
which  the  duke  performed  the  next  day  with  great  prudence  and 
honour*  In  the  evening  of  that  day.  Prince  Rupert  with  his 
iquadron  came  in;  and  the  dufce*s  fleet  endeavouring  to  join 
h,  $be  Royal  Frince,  commanded  by  Sir  George  Ayicue,  ran 
fti-gfound,  and  was  burnt  by  the  enemy.  Before  night,  bowerer, 
she  Rnglifli  fleets  joined;  and  then  it  was  onanimoufly  reibhred 
in  a  council  of  war,  that  it  would  be  injurfous  to  his  majefty's 
konour,  and  the  reputation  of  the  Britiih  fleet,  to  fufFcr  tho 

Ibad  in  oM  tti^itfit  mlbn  t«  tbaok  God.  tbfC  we  b«d  not  loft  oar  vhok  Sdet, 
Hiftory  of  bis  own  timct^  vol.  i.  p.  377.  378.  TbU  vocounc  is  vifibly  falft;  for 
if  ch«  Dotcb  cottid  hare  dcAroycd  oar  whole  /{eet,  and  were  forced  to  flieer  oST 
«biihout  doing  it,  tbis  was  a  viQory,  che  enemy's  pnrpofo  being  defeated.  B«ic 
Hie  Dntdi  ^mira)  owned  the  faA  to  be  olberwHc,  and  tbat  the  doke  witb  tb» 
Mn^tk  Aset  (before  Fringe  Rnpert*!*  arrival)  were  aggrsilbrs,  to  the  kft. 

7  Sktoncr*s  life  of  general  Monk,  p,  341*  '  ^  bii  hiftory  of  the 

eompofing  the  ufiirf  of  £Af^d  by  the  reftoraMon,  &c.  p.  88.  Echard*s  biftory 
0f  Boglandy  f .  S}«. 
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Dutch  to  retvUtn  with  any  appearance  of  an  advatltagei  and  thfl 
thcrefpre  th^  fhonld  attack  them  the  next  day  aa  earlv  as  poffi* 
ble»  which  was  accordingly  donb^  when  the  duke^  notwithftand- 
ing  his  hard  (ervice  iti  the  three  former  engagfcnentSi  paficd,  ia 
conjiui&ion  with  the  princei  five  times  through  the  enemy's  fleet| 
and  had  in  all  probahiljtyibeat  thkm  at  laft,  ^  by  ati  ^nlucky  ac* 
cident  the  prince's  (hip  had  not  been  difabled,  and  f6on  after  the 
dtfke's,  which,  however,  did  not  hinder  their  firing  upon  the 
Dutch  till  it  was  dark  K 

Two  days  after,  the  fleet  returned  to  our  own  cbaft^  and  the 
prince  and  duke  to  London.  On  the  report  of  this  extraordi-* 
nary  a£Hon,  many  took  the  liberty^  as  his  friends  fpreCiw  tke^f 
would,  to  cenfure  the  duke  of  Aibemarie^s  cOndu£l  \  but  the 
king,  having  thoroughly  examined  the  mattery  declared  himfelf 
fully  fatisfied  with  his  behaviour:  adding,  that  it  was  grounded 
upon  reaibn  and  neceflity  ^  and  that  the  honour  of  the  oatioti 
was  deeply  concerned  in  it :  tliat  he  had  thereby  given  tiie  great* 
eft  inftance  of  his  own,  and  of  the  Engliih  valour ;  and  had 
ndfed  the  reputation  of  our  naval  force  to  fucb  a  height  of  gk>^ 
ry  as  would  render  it  for  cvdr  terrible  to.  its  enemies,  as  well  at 
relied  on  and  refpeAed  by  its  friends  ^. 

The  Dutch  flcict,  havii^  fuffcred  lefi,  was  again  veiry  foon  at 
fea ;  but  they  had  not  been  long  upon  our  coaft,  before,  to  their 
amazement,  the  Englifli  fleet  came  out  of  theTham^$,  and  tbeil 
they  ftood  over  to  their  own.  On  the  24th  of  July^  both  flecta 
were  in  fight  of  each  other ;  and  the  next  day>  by  fix  ih  the 
morning,  a  bloody  battle  began,  wherein, the  £ngli(h  gained  a 
clear  and  complete  vidory,  and  the  Dutch  were  driven  into  their 
ports.  Upon  this  there  followed  the  bumiog  of  the  town  of 
Brandaris,  as  our  people  called  it,  by  Sir  Robert  Holnies) 
where  the  enemy's  lofs,  as  Mr.  Echard  tells  us,  on  the  autho* 
rity  of  a  good  MS.  in  the  paper^office,  fell  very  little  (hort  of  a 
million  fterling^  This  was  the  laft  great  a£tion  performed  at 
fca  by  the  duke  of  Albemarle. 

On  his  return,  he  found  the  city  of  London  lyiiig  iti  aflies  % 
a  misfortune  which,  faoWever,  redounded  to  his  reputation  j 
Cnce  the  people  faid  openly  in  the  flreets^  as  he  pafTedi  that  <<  if 

*  See  p.  jxo.  k  See  before,  p.  iii.  ^  Hiftory  of  En^'Uttfl,  p.  831. 
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^  bis  grace  bad  been  there^  die  cit j  bad  not  beeii  bttrnt  :** 
Which  b  fuch  an  extrarag^t  mark  of  feneration  and  afiicAion 
for  hb  perfon^  as  could  arife  only  from  their.  perfeA  fatlsfia^ltoii ' 
in  regard  x6  what  he  bad  formerly  performed :  and  it  muft  alfo 
add  mach  to  his  chara^ier^  in  the  opinidn  of  all  true  judges  of 
merit)  that  be  was  recalkd  from  the  command  of  the  fleet  hj 
bis  majefty^  purely  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  people  upon  thia 

misfortune'. 

In  the  fpring  of  the  year  1667,  the  king  bad  fome  Jlew  ad« 
tices  gtTen  him^  in  regard  to  the  management  of  his  navy^  which 
were  by  no  means  approved  by  the  duke  of  Albemarle.  Thtt 
drift  of  them  was  this :  that^  ^  the  Dutch  Wei^  chiefly  fup^ 
ported  by  trade,  as  the  fupply  of  their  navy  depended  upon 
trade,  and,  as  experience  (hewed,  nothing  provoked  the  people 
fo  much  as  injuring  thrir  trade ;  his  majefty  (hould  therefore 
apply  himfelf  to  thb,  which  Would  etfeAually  humble  them,  at 
the  fame  time  that  it  would  leis  exhauft  us,  thah  fitting  out  fucft 
mighty  fleets  as  had  hitherto  kept  the  fea  every  fummen 

Sir  JohnLawfon  Wak  particularly  fond  of  this  doArine^whicb^ 
by  degrees,  grew  acceptable  to  the  king;  not  fo  much  from  a 
perfuafion  of  its  being  juft  and  reafonabte,  as  from  a  fenfe  that 
h  fuited  with  his  own  condition  ;  the  vafl:  expences  of  his  court 
rendering  it  very  difficult  to  raife  fuch  fums  as  were  requifiteto 
keep  up  the  navy.  Befides,  tbere  was  a  peace  then  treating^ 
and  the  king  had  the  ftrongeft  aflTorances  giveh  him  from  the 
French  court,  (on  purpofe  to  betray  and  miflead  him}i  that  the 
Duteh  Would  fit  out  no  fleet  that  fummer  5  and,  upon  thefe  mo* 
aves,  the  king  took  a  fatal  refolution  of  laying  up  his  great  fliips, 
and  keeping  only  ^  few  frigates  o;i  the  cruize  «• 

The  de  Wittes,  who  had  perfcft  intelligence  of  all  that  paflcd 
here,  and  who,  perhaps,  Wanted  not  fome  friends  to  propound 
fuch  deftruaivc  meafures  as  were  then  purfaed,  immediately 
availed  thcnifelves  of  this  opportunity  ;  and,  having  firfl:  amufed 
the  king  with  an  attempt  in  Scotland,  grounded  on  their  refcnt- 

4  SeeDr.  Stth  Ward,  bifljopof  Salifbury,  hia  fcrmon,  intitkd,  the  Chriman'i 
Viftory  over  death,  pzcathed  at  the  duke  of  AlhcOMrle'a  funeral  the  301k  of  April, 
ji-jo,  in  St.  Peter's  church  in  the  abbey  of  Wcftminftct,  Undon,  167P,  4to,p.  12. 
5Jtii»ncr'»  life  of  gcnfcf al  Mthk,  p.  366.  «  Set  p.  lai,  «»»» 

Vol.  tl.  D  d  mcnt. 
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xnent,  as  it  was  faidy  for  the  injorics  done  their  trade  bj  prTi 
teers  from  thence ;  they,  in  the  midft  of  fummer^  came  with  » 
formidable  fleeti  piloted  by  our  own  traitors,  into  the  mouth  oB 
the  Thames,  and  on  Thurfday  the  nth  of  Jane,  1667,  appear* 
ed  before  Chatham  f^  in  this  trjnng  civcumftance,  the  moft 
di(honoorable  ta  the  Engiifh  nation  that  perhaps  ever  happened 
in  any  reign,  the  duke  of  Albemarle  was  immediately  thought 
of  as  the  fitteft  perfon  to  raife  the  fpirits  of  the  peapte  by  his> 
prefence,  and  to  defeat  the  enemy's  defigns  by  his  conduQ*  He 
ddd  all,  and  even  more  than  could  be  expefted  from  him,  to- 
fruftrate  the  (cheme  of  the  de  Wittes;  but  fucb  a  panic  had 
ftrnck  the  people,  ahd  fuch  a  want  of  capacity  was  vifible  ia 
thofe  who  had  the  direAion  of  the  king^s  yards^  that  his  orders 
were  very  indifferently  obeyed  »• 

He  caufied,  however,  feveral  flups  to  be  funk  ia  the  narrow 
pailage  by  the  MdTel-Bank,  and  took  fuch  other  precautions  as 
wcreof  much  fervice ;  and,  had  he  been  well  feconded,  there  is 
the  greateft  reafoa.  in  the  world  to  believe  the  Dutch  had 
reaped  no  great  credit  from  this  undertaking  ^  at  leaft,  this  was 
the  opinion  of  the  parliament,,  who  highly  ^proved  the  duke's- 
conduA}  andyon  the  narrative  he  preiented  them  in  relation  to 
this  affair,  they  impeached  commif&onerPctt,  relying  implicitly^ 
as  to  fa^ls,  on  the  credit  of  what  his  grace  was  pleafed  to  tell 
them^  :  fo  that  it  was  a  jiuft  obfervation,  and,  at  the  iame  timc^ 
a  wellrturned  panegyric,  of  a  learned  prelate,  when  he  faid  of 
the  duke's  behaviour  in  this  unlucky  buGnefs,  <«  That  even  where 
'<  the  ifllie  of  the  whole  matter  was  not  very  pro^rous,  God 
^*  was  pleafed  to  order  his  part  fo,.that  he  came  off  with  ina* 
<<  mortal  honour  and  reputation  K" 

After  the  Dutch  wai:  was  over>  and  the  king  much  inclined 
to  do  his  people  a  pleafure,  he  thought  fit,  on  the  deceafe  of  the- 
earl  of  Southampton,  to  put  the  treafury  into  commiflion :  yet,, 
that  it  might  not  be  furmifed  the  public  was  in  any  danger  from 
the  lols  of  fo  great  and  ib  good  a  man  as  the  treafurer  was  uni« 


f  See  p.  114.  S  9ee  ^is  grace'i  tocoont  of  rhii  ibtiter  f  tcfented  to  par* 

iMSaept,  which  may  be  found  in  fevctal  books»  but  jurticulwly  in  the  hiftorf  aod 
proceeJinss  of  the  houfe  c  f  cowmonf ,  printed  for  ChamUer,  vol,  i,  p.  1 14.  1^  Sc« 
the  headf  of  this  impeachment  in  £char4y  p.  S53.  I  Br.  Sctk  W»d,  bUhop 

of  Saliiburjr^  in  bis  foneral  fcimon  on  the  duke  of  Albcaarltr 

verfiiUvr 
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'^irEdly  aiUowed  to  be,  the  duke  of  Albemarle  wis  put  at  the 
liead  of  that  commiffion  :  and  this  was  the  laft  mark  of  royal 
favour  in  this  Und  which  he  received^  for  lofiog  his  health  fad<: 
denly,  (that  till  then  he  had  furprifingly  retainedi  in  the  midft 
of  fo  many  and  fo  great  fatigues),  he  chofe  to  retire  from  pub- 
lic bufinefs,  and  to  impend  the  remainder  of  his  time  in  attend* 
ing  that  diflUution  which  appeared  to  be  at  no  great  diftance  *^« 

Yet,  having  fome  relief  from  his  diftemper,  which  was  a 
dropfy,  by  the  ai&ftance  of  •one  Dr.  Sermon  of  BnAoI,  and« 
when  he  relapfed  agaii^  continuing  long  in  a  declining  way,  he 
itill  (hewed  nmch  loyalty  ia  the  king,  and  a  very  warm  afiec*  " 
tion  for  his  country.  Many  vifits  he  received  from  his  majefty 
and  the  duke  of  York  in  bis  laft  ficknefs,  whom  he  always  en* 
sertaincd  with  firong  and  plain,  bu^  at  the  fame  time,  decent 
diicouiies  on  the  impol&bility  of  fupporting  the  joyal  authority 
any  other  way  than  by  purfuing  the  true  int^n^eft  of  the  nation* 
He  was  likewife  attended  by  the  moft  confiderable  perfons  in  ^ 
both  houfes  of  parliament,  whom  he  exhorted  x»  maintain,  in 
their  legtfladve  capacities*  a  good  correj^ndcnce  with  the 
xrown  and  with  each  other.  This,  he  faid,  was  .the  only  way 
to  ferve  the  .people:  for  if  once  the  paflions  ofpriva^  men,  or^ 
which  was  the  &me  thing  id  another  drels,  the  particular  inte*  - 
reft  of  panties  came  to  influence  their  debates,  the  public  would 
reap  no  good  fruits  from  them.  With  the  iame  prefeoce  of 
mind  he  regulated  the  private  concerns  of  his  family,  cauiing 
his  only  ion  to  be  marrie4  tp  the  daughter  of  lord  Ogle  in  his 
chamber,  on  the  30th  of  December  i(^t^^i  and  on  the  3d  of  Ja- 
nuary following  he  quietly  yielded  up  his  breath  fitting  in  his 
chair,  when  he  had  lived  near  threefcore  and  two  years  u 

After  fpeaking  of  him  fb  fully  in  his  public,  it  may  not  bo 
amiis  to  fay  fomethi^g  of  fo  great  a  man  in  his  private  capacity^ 
the  temper  of  his  mind,  and  his  abilities  naturad  and  acquired. 
As  to  his  perfon,  he  was  a  (bong  well-buik  man^  of  a  good 

k  Skinner*s  life  of  Monk,  p.  369.  \  GuRible*s  Hfc  of  Monk,  p.  4619 

464.  Anoalt  of  the  uoiferfe^  p.  %y^*  Echard*f  hiftoiy  of  EogUod,  p.  .S63, 
Xiord  ArltoKtcin  10  kit  letter  to  Sir  WilUam  Temple  daud  Jasuary  7^  1670,  fays 
Cbc  gAsette  will  cell  you  of  the  lofi  we  hate  bad  of  ini  l<M-d*gei>era1»  and  the  refeoc- 
meot  his  majefty  hath  of  it.  I  pray  God  wc  may  not  o^d  the  wilUog  kim  tliti 
8j;ain« 

D  d  a  prcfence* 
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prefenctf^  tnd  veiy  able  to  endure  fatigue.  The  advanti^ea  h^ 
derWed  from  nature  vere  muck  ftrengtfaeaed  bj  his  manner  of 
living.  He  was  always  an  early  rifer}  bis  private  derotioas^ 
and  whatever  domeftic  concerns  he  had  to  manage,  being  con-? 
ftantly  attended  to,  and  difpatched  by  feven  o'docfc ;  when  ho 
gave  audience,  without  diftin£lion,  to  all  who  defired  it,  aa4 
conftantly  made  an  end  (if  it  was  in  his  power)  of  ^ery  poor 
man's  bufinefs  on  the  fpot*  He  was  an  enemy  to  alLoppreffioa 
19  the  army,  and  nied  frequently  to  fay^  that  his  officers  ikould 
have  power  to  command  and  to  proceA,  but  not  to  terrify  or 
pillage  the  foldiers  ",  He  was  a  ftri£t  pbferver  of  difeipline,  oC 
which  he  gave  a  Ggnal  inftance  at  the  end  of  the  firft  Dutch  war 
!n  Cromwell's  time.  The  feamen  came  to  the  navy«office  in 
erowds  to  demand  their  prize*money :  he  told  them,  that  dwra 
were  fifteen  hundred  (hips  to  be  fold,  and  that,  as  Iboa  as  they 
were  fold,  they  fliould  have  their  money,  with  which  they  ttoa^ 
ed  to  be  fatisfied  ;  but  ^n  the  afternoon  there  came  four  or  five 
thoufand  of  them  armed  towards  Whitehall,  whjdi  Monk  hear* 
ing,  met  them  at  Charlng-crofi  in  company  with  Cromwell  and 
fome  other  oficeri,  where,  without  much  expoftulation,  he  drew 
his  {word,  and  wounded  feveral  of  them,  upbraiding  then  with 
not  depending  on  his  word,  who  never  broke  it ;  which  bad  fuch 
an  efk&  upoh  them,  that,  forgetting  their  former  foryj^  thej 
tamely  retired,  and  were  afterwards  very  honeft}y  ptid°« 

He  was  extremely  moderate  in  his  way  of  linng,  eating  but 
on^  meal  a-day,  and  that  homely,  lAd  heartily.  He  defpifed 
and  hated  drinking ;  and  having  iettled  his  affe^Hons  on  the 
woman  he  married,  was  a  tender  and  conftant  hoiband  through 
the  courfe  o£  his  life.  As  a  father,  he  (hewed  more  of  paffioo 
than  in  any  part  of  his  character }  for,  on  the  lofs  of  his  fecond 
ion  George,  in  Scotland,  he  gave  way  to  his  grief  to  fuch  a 
degree,  as  (brprifed  all  who  were  acquainted  with  the  firmnda 
of  his  temper  in  other  refpc^  ®.  His  wilour  was  very  Angular, 
for  he  was  fierce  without  lofing  his  temper,  and  had  an  extra- 

»  Sec  GumWe's  life  of  Monk,  p.  467.  fihicb,  in  thefe  circumftances,  defmct 
iht  more  to  be  depended  on,  Hice  the  author  wai  1  confhnt  eft^rhneU  of  what  he 
wrote.  a  Litei  EogJifli  and  foreign,  p.  144.  tvhere  it  is  (aid  he  cut  off  « 

fian'i  noft,  and  gare  him  lo!.  ai  a  fatlsfaftion.  **  Skinner's  life  of  geoe» 

i|l  Monk,  p.  79.    Gamble,  p.  475. 

Ordinary 
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ordimry  meafore  of  padence»  joined  wiik  boundleft  courage  t 
and  theib  qualities  he  pofleflcd  as  much  as  e?er,  even  in  the  do* 
dine  of  life.  In  the  fecond  Dutch  war,  a  chain-&ot  took  awaf 
his  brcecbesi  yet  he  neirer  altered  his  countenance  or  his  i^ce  '4 
In  the  Chatham  bufinefs^  apprehendSng  the  Dutch  would  kimU 
he  expbfed  himfeif  in  the  midft  of  their  cannon-fiiot»  that  his 
example  might  keep  others  to  their  duty,  and  defeat  the  deign 
(rf  the  enemy,  as  it  did ;  and  when  a  perfon  of  diiUn£Uott  ex* 
poftidated.  with  him  on  this  head,  and  would  hare  perfuaded 
him  to  retire ;  be  anfwered  very  cooBy,  '<  Sir,  if  I  had  keen 
^  afiraid  of  bullets,  I  fiiould  have  ^pitted  this  trade  of  a  ibldicr 
«  long  ago  *».** 

His  capital  virtues  were,  prudence  and  modefty :  the  fimner 
enabled  him  to  perform  the  great  things  he  did,  and  the  latter 
retrained  him  from  ever  valuing  himielf  on  the  great  things  he 
had  done.  He  was  equally  dear  to  the  king,  and  to  the  nation  ; 
and  it  was  his  peculiar  felicity,  that  he  had  the  aficftion  of  both 
vrithottt  incurring  the  jealoufy  of  either.  He  would  have  reti* 
red  immediately  after  the  rcftoration,  if  his  country  cooU  have 
ipared  him ;  and  when  he  faw  it  could  not,  he  fisrved  it  as  chear« 
fully  as  before.  He  ferved  it,  in  how  many  capacities?  He 
commanded  the  army  in  chief,  when  the  king  and  the  nation's 
fafety  depended  upon  that  command.  He  was  put  at  the  head 
of  a  commiflion  for  managing  the  treafury,  or  rather  fettling  it. 
His  aAivity  was  neceflary  for  fuppreffing  all  infurreftions  $  hh 
prefence  was  thought  requifite  in  the  higheft  jcourts  of  juftice. 
If  he  was  intruded  by  the  king  with  the  army,  he  was  likewtfe 
intruded  by  the  duke  with  the  fleet  He  had  the  care  of  the 
city,  when  vifited  with  the  plague ;  the  command  of  the  navy, 
"vrhcn  we  made  war  with  France  and  Holland  at  the  fame  time. 
He  was  fent  for  to  recover  the  minds  of  the  citizens  after  the 
£re  J  he  was  fent  to  meet  the  threatening  invaGon  of  the  Dutch  % 

P  Fhilipi'i  continpaiiofi  of  Hetth's  chronScle,  p.  ;^o.  Skinner*!  life  of  Monk, 
p.  341.  The  4uke  of  Backinghamihire  gives  ai  a  moch  Rronger  proof  of  hit  re- 
folotion^  oa  his  own  knowledge ;  fGr  he  fayi  the  dake  of  Albemarle  declared,  at 
the  beginniog  of  the  a^on,  that  he  was  fore  of  one  thing,  viz.  that  he  wooM 
not  be  taken,  and  that  he  faw  bira  charge  a  little  pocket- piflol  with  powder, 
whiefa  his  grace  believed  he  would  have  fired  into  the  powder-room,  in  cafe  the 
Patch  bad  boarded  him.    See  his  memoin,  prefiied  to  bis  works,  p.  #. 

4  GumhJe's  life  of  Monk,  p.  450^ 

and 
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Utid  as  he  ma^e  wajr  tor  the  treafurer  Sombampton^  fo,  on  hii 
death,  he  was  thought  the  onlj  man  that  could  replace  hiou 
VftW,  then,  might  fecretaiy  Nicholas,  that  able  and  fiiithful  fcr^ 
vant  of  the  crown,  fay,  (and  he  faid  it  when  the  duke  had  done 
«  few  only  of  thefe  great  things),  <<  That,  independent  of  his 
<<  merit  in  the  reftoration,  the  duke  of .  Aibemaiie,  by  his  tnde* 
^  frtigable  seal,  and  fiiccefsful  fervices  afterwards,  had  merited 
<*  more  than  his  prince  could  do  for  him^^"  Such  was  the  man 
whom  his  matter  was  not  afhdmed  to  call  his  Fithbr  ;  becaofe 
indeed,  he  was  the  FaTHBK  of  his  Countkt  *  1 
"  When  his  fbn  went  to  wi^  npon  the  king  with  the  enGgas  of 
'  the  order  of  the  garter,  his  majefty  was  pleafed  to  rcftore  them 
to  him  ;  Che  king  likewxfe  direfi;ed  the  duke^  body  to  be  remo* 
iredto  Somerfet*lioafe,  where  it  lay  for  many  weeks  in  ftate* 
tmd  on  the  laft  day  of  April  was  removed,  with  great  iuneral 
pomp,  to  Weftminfter*abbey,  and  there  interred  in  Henry  .the 
Seventh's  chapel^.  Tet,  as  if  his  fame  bad  ftood  in  need  of  no 
fiich  ftapport,  a  monument  was  n^^gleAcd ;  only  thofe  who  have 
the  care  of  the  plaoe  preierve  his  figure  in  wax,  and  think  it 
fnffioient,  to  raife  the  admiration  of  eve^y  loyal  fpe^ator,  to  fay, 
«  This  is  general  Monk  I*" 

He  left  behind  him  an  only  fon,  Chriftopber  duke  of  Albe- 
marle, to  whom  both  king  Charles  and  king  James  (hewed  great 
refpefb  It  muft  be  confefied,  that  he  had  not  his  father's  abi« 
lities  either  in  the  cabinet  or  in  the  field ;  but  he  was  a  generous^ 
good-natured  man,  and  leflienQd  confiderably  the  very  large  eftat« 


*•  Onmble'f  life  of  Monk,  p.  407.  Skinner's  life  of  Moiik,  p.  318.  Lord 
XailGto«ti*s  worki,  vol.  ti.  p.  157.  The  reader  will  obferve,  thit  fecntuy 
KtcholM  waft  a  ihi&  dependeot  on  the  chancellor  ClarendM,  who  had  do  i^reaC 
lore  for  the  dake  of  Albemarle. 

•  Lives  Englifli  and  foreign,  p.  188.  It  was  faid  of  him  after  h\%  deceafe  hy 
€he1c)ngi  that  the  dvke  of  Albemarle  never  over-valoed  che  fer vices  of  gencf^ 
Monk.  What  thofe  fervices  were,  appears  in  the  preambles  to  the  patents  of 
the  duke  of  Aibemaiie  and  the^earl  of  JJaib,  where  the  reftoration  is  afcrihed  to 
them  bj  the  king  himfelf. 

t  kennet*s  hinorjr  of  Cn^laod.  vol.  iii.  p.  ip7.  Hiftorian's  guide,  p.  77-  The 
bithotp  of  Salilbarf'ft  fermon  before  cited.  It  may  pethaps  dcfcrve  the  rcadcr'ft 
notice,  if  we  remark,  that  his  grace  John,  duke  of  M,arlborough,  then  enOgo 
piarchill,  attended  at  this  funeral,  and  is  the  Ull  perfon  mcniiooed  ia  the  Lon- 
doD  Gacettc,  which  dercribcs-that  folemnity. 

that 
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tbat  was  Idt  hiiDy  bjr  indulging  {deafures  his  &ther  defpiftd  ■*  ;.^ 
yet  be  had  many  good  qualities,  and  particularly  that  of  fheU 
tcring  and  encoura^g  merit  in  diftreft*  He  gave  a  lingular  in* 
ftance  of  this  in  fupporting  captain  Phipps,  afterwards  Sir  Wil-*^ 
liam  Phipps^  and  .governor  of  New  England*  He  came  over  to 
make  a  propofal  for  fiihing  on  a  wreck  on  the  coaft  of  Hifpanio-^ 
la»  and  made  the  defign  appear  fo  highly  probaUe^  and  at  the 
fame  time  fo  practicable,  that  king  Charles  the  Second  granted 
him  a  ihip  called  the  Algier  Rofe,  axui  fiirniihed  him  with  what- 
orer  was  thought  neceflary  for  the  underuking  ^  which,  how* 
ever,  failed  of  fuccefs,  and  captsun  Phipps  returned  as  poor  and 
as  poGtive  as  ever*. 

He  endeavoured  to  obtain  from  king  James  II.  (who  by  this 
time  was  on  the  throne)  another  fhip,  but  to  no  purpofc}  after* 
wards  he  fet  on  foot  a  propofal  for  making  it  a  private  adventure^ 
for  which  he  was  at  firft  laughed  at,  till  the  duke  of  Albemarle 
engaged  in  the  defign,  and  advanced  a  confiderable  fum  of  mo* 
ney  towards  fitting  him  out.  He  quickly  completed  the  reft,  and 
in  the  year  1687  failed  in  the  Bridgewater  Merchant,  a  (hip  of 
two  hundred  tons,  on  the  fame  fcheme,  propofing  to  make  an 
equal  diftribution  of  the  profits  on  twenty  (hares,  into  which  the 
expence  of  the  undertaking  was  divided  '. 

He  was  more  lucky  in  his  lecond  enterprilse,.  though  not  till 
his  patience  was  almoft  worn  out,  and  afterwards  profecuted  his 
defign  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  in  a  ihort  fpace  he  returned  to 
England  with  three  hundred  thoufiind  pounds  in  filver.  On  his 
arrival  there  wanted  not  fome  who  would  have  perfuaded  the 
king  to  fdze  his  (hip  and  cargo,  under  pretence  that  captain 
Phipps  had  not  given  an  exa£l  information,  when  he  applied  for 
bis  licence,  and  the  royal  afiiftance :  but  his  majefty  generoufly 
anfwered,  that  he  knew  the  captain  to  be  an  honeft  man,  and  a 
man  of  honour,  and  that,  if  he  had  brought  home  twice  as  much 
treafure,  his  proprietors  (hoald  divide  it.  His  majefty  farther 
expreflfed  his  fatisfaftion,  by  knighting  him  K    The  duke  of 

w  LJres  Englifli  ind  forei|n,  p.  lytf.  w  Life  of  Sir  WjlUim  Phippi, 

Km.  by  Incrcafe  Mather,  Loodon,  1697,  iimo.  §  v.  p.  10.  >  Lives 

JEiiiiliJh  and  foreign,  p.  iptf.  y  Life  of  k'ug  James  11.  p.  39a. 

Albemarle 
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Atbeoiark  bad  for  bis  (hare  niilety  thoafand  poonds,  and  Svf 
WiHiam  about  twenty  thoufand  pounds  *. 

This  piece  of  good  fortune  is  thought  to  hare  engaged  the 
dulcc  of  Albemarle  to  aik  king  James  for  the  government  of  Ja» 
rtiaica,  which  he  obtained :  but,  if  it  was  with  a  view  to  reap 
farther  advantages  from  that  or  other  wrecks,  he  was  difap* 
pointed }  for  whether  it  was  that  the  treafure  was  exhaufted,  or 
that,  the  (hip  being  broken  up,  the  fca  by  degrees  diffipated  its 
contents,  certain  it  is,  that  nothing  of  confcqucnce  could  after^ 
wards  be  obtained  from  that  wreck  *.  His  gracc*s  free  way  of 
living,  cfpecially  in  regard  to  the  bottle,  rendered  that  a  vcrf 
unfit  climate  for  him  to  live  inj  and  therefore  We  need  not  won-^ 
dcr,  that  he  did  not  long  enjoy  his  government,  but  died  in  the 
year  following  without  iflue  j  and  fo  this  noble  family  became 
extindl^. 

MEMOIRS  of  Admiral  MONTAGUE,  after- 
wards carl  of  Sandwich,  and  knight  of  the  garter. 

FAME  belongs  of  right  to  all  thofe  who  have  deferved  well 
of  focicty ;  but  the  fupreme  degree  of  glory  ought  to  wait 
on  the  memory  of  fuch  illuftrious  pcrfons  as  have  been  martyrs 
for  their  country,  and  voluntarily  died  either  to  ferve  or  to  pre* 
fcrve  it.  If  this  be  a  juft  pofition,  as  muft  be  allowed  by  every 
man  who  thinks,  then  the  noble  perfon,  whofc  memoirs  are  at 
prcfcnt  to  employ  our  care,  ought  ever  to  be  revered  by  Britons. 
His  life  was  an  uniform  fcenc  of  patriotifm  and  public  fpiritv  hit 
death  fo  extraordinary  a  drain  of  exalted  courage,  that,  as  few 
fafts  in  modern  hiftory  come  near  it,  fo  none  in  more  andent 
and  Icfs  corrupted  times  can  be  juftly  faid  to  exceed  it* 

«  There  wai  on  this  occafioii  h  fine  medallion  ftrock,  witb  the  faces  of  ibe 
king  and  queen  on  one  fide,  with  their  titles,  and  on  the  rcverfe  t  (hip  .t  anchor^ 
•nd  the  boat.  filhUg  on  the  wreck:  the  infcripiion,  Seml>ir  M  ftnitat  b^musj 
the  fenfe  is,  "  Alwtys  witch,  yoa'll  fomething  catch:"  the  exergue,  "  Nmm^ 
fraiU  rcpcrata  r  I.  ^.  "  the  (hipwreck  repaired."  The  doke  of  Albemarle, 
ti  (hew  his  fcnfe  of  Sir  William's  integrity,  gave  lady  Phipps  a  cop  of  gold 

worth  a  thoulaod  poonds.  „  ^    j»    uin  ^  ^e  V^M^^ 

•  Bfitiih  empire  in  America,  vol.  ii.  p.  3«S>.  Echard^s  hinofy  of  EngUml. 
p.  1094,  ^  BniiOi  empire  io  America,  vol.  ii.  p.  3*o« 
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To  fpeak  of  the  antiqiittf  or  nobility  of  tfai^^  faxntly>  would 
be  an  idle  wafte  of  words  ;  the  ?ery  name  of  Montague  is  fof- 
ficient  to  ixifortn  every  intelligent  reader  of  all  that  I  coiild  fay 
on  that  fubje^);. 

Mr.  Edward  Mbntagiie  wsis  the  only  furViving  Ton  of  Sir  Sid- 
ney. !Mont;ague»  the  yoongeil  of  fii  fcmsof  Edward  lord  Mon- 
tague of  Boughtbn  ^.  He  was  bora  July  27^  1615  ^^  ^^  ^* 
ving  recciYed  all  tbe  advantages  which  a  liberal  education  could 
beftow,  daxt  very  early  into  tbe  world,  and  into  bufinels  i 
efpecilUy  if  we  cooiider  the  tiihea  ih  which  he  lived;  and  the 
qualities  ntceflary  for  nien  to  be  diftingiiiihed  in  them. 

He  married;  when  little  above  fevcnteeh,  tbe  daughter  of 
Mr.  CreW^  iafterwands  lord  Crew  of  Stene*;  aud  being  thought 
ssore  warmly  aSeAed  to  this  caufe  of  tbe  parliaxxient  than  hi? 
iFather  Sir  Sidney  Montague  was^  wbo  had  been  expelled  bis 
ieat  for  refofing  to  take  an  oath  to  live  and  die  with  the  earl  of 
EfTex^  and  giving  fuch  a  reafbn  for  it  as  it  was  eaCer  to  punifh 
than  anfwerf)  rtcbived  a  commiffion^  dated  Auguft  ao,  i643> 
to  raife  tod  commaf^d  a  regiment  Under  the  earl  before  metition- 
ed.  This  cobnel  Montague,  though  but  etgbt(pea>  performed  ^ 
and,  the  intcrefl:  of  his  family  bebig  very  extenfivei  hie  took  tbfe 
field  in  fix  weeks. 

He  was  pirefent  at  the  ftormlng  of  Lincoln,  bn  the  6th  of 
May,  ii544»  whi^h  was  oHe  bf  thle  warmeft  a&ioni  ih  the  coorfe  \ 
of  that  lamentable  war.  He  was  like  wife  ih  the  battle  of  Mar* 
ilon<-moori  which  was  fought  on  the  2d  of  July^  the  fame  year, 
where  he  greatly  diftinguiOied  himfelf  s  infomuch  that  foon  afteri 
when  the  city  of  York  demanded  to  capitulate^  he  was  appoint- 
ed one  of  the  commiflioners  for  fettling  the  articles  i  Which  muft 

c  Clarendon's  hiftoiy  of  the  rebel! ion,,  voL-  vl.  p.  i%9*    Warwick's  menioiff, 

p.  ait.  d  Peerage  of  England,  vol.  ii.  p,  180.  *  Dagdale's  baron- 

9ge,  vol.  iii.  p.  481.  f  Peerage  of  England,  Tol.  ii.  p.  aSi.     He  told 

the  fpraker,  **  he  woiiTd  not  fwear  to  live  with  chat  noblenao,  becaufe  he  wat 

**  so  old  nao,  and  might  die  before  him,  nor  would  be  fweat  to  die  wiib  him, 

**  iince  tbe  earl  was  s^ing  wi<h  an  army  Bgaln(l  the  king»  wbicb  he  did  not  know 

''  bow  10  free  from  treafon,  and  (hcretore  could  not  tell  what  end  that  great 

«*  Diatf  might  come  to."    Warwick's  memoirs,  p.  an.    Tbe  parliament's  ei- 

pkclliri:  thU  gentleman  merel/  for  declaring  bis  fentiment,  is  complained  of  in  oa« 

4>f  cbe  king*s  dcdarationi  as  a  mod  arbitrary  proceeding.    CUflBndoa's  biftofff 

vol*  iii-  p>  10^. 

Vol.  II.  E  e  have 
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-bams  been  At  pim  eSsEks  of  perfonal  merir,  fincc  he  was  then 
but  in  bk  nitteteemh  year  k<  We  find  him  the  next  in  the  battle 
of  Naieby,  ^^d  in  the  moath  of  Juiyy  i645>  ^^  Aormed  the 
town  of  Bridgewater  K  In  September  he  commaikted  a  brigade 
hi  the  flnrm  of  BriAol^  whcra  he  perfarmed  Tery  remarkaUe 
fenrke;  and^  ooche  lodi  ofSqitember^  t<$45>  fobfcribed  the 
^rtidCB  of  the  eapkolationv  gramcd  to  pdnce  Rupert,  on  the 
dettt«ry  ol  that  importaot  pbce  to  the  pariiament » i  the  news 
of  whkh,  In  conjoaftion  with  colonel  Hammond,  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  carry  \  for  which  a  tbankigiving  was  oidcred  K 

But  after  all  tbb  warm  fbrrice  ia  the  army,  at  an  age  when 
few  people  hav6  £sen  ooe,  he  fiiewed  no  inclination  to  make  the 
fword  the  fupreme  power;  but  «hen»  by  the  artifices  of  their 
leaders,  the  firidiers  declared  agaiaft  the  pariiament,  and  in  June 
2647  impeached  ekvtn  of  its  moft  worthy  inembers>  he  finhore 
going  to  the  houTe,  where,*  when  chofen,  he  fat  as  knight  for 
Hootingdoiifiiire%  His  acquaintance,  however,  with  Cromwell, 
Ihe  court  paid  him  by  that  art&l  man,  and  his  own  gencroua 
unfufpeAiflg  tomper,  drew  him  in  to  aocept  a  feat  at  the  board 
of  trtKifury,  and  into  a  ihart  of  the  tranfa£lions  ia  thofe  times, 
"with  which  he  was  rcrj  much  diC^riisfied  apon  refleftion.  A£. 
ter  the  Dutch  war  was  over,  he  was  brought  tato  a  command 
of  the  flea,  and  was  made  choice  of  by  the  protefior  to  be 
joirted  with  Biak^  ift  his  eiftditlon  into  the  Mediterranean  K 
'  Admird  Montague  fotind  abundance  of  difficulties  to  ftroggle 
•with,  at  the  very  entrance  on  this  affair;  many  of  the  officers 
being  difpleafed  wkh  (he  fer?h:e  in  which  they  were  to  be  enga* 
ged)  and  not  a  few,  influenced  by  their  fcruples,  iofifted  oa  lay- 
ing down  their  com  aiiffions.  He  msmaged  this  intricate  bvfio^ 
with  great  prudence  and  dexterity,  fo  as  t6  ihew  a  due  and  ftea- 
dy  regard  to  difciplrne,  wlcfaout,  howeter,  runntng  into  any  a£la 
of  feverlty:  and  this  had  a  very  happy  effeA ;  iince,  by  that 
.time  he  came  to  fail,  the  fieet  was  pretty  well  fettled,  and  the 
officers  \h  general  difpofcd  to  z€t  in  obedience  to  orders  "*• 

t  Rnniwortb^f  biOr^rrc.I  co^WHoiif,  toI.  ▼.  p.  tf  17.  b  IbM.  t»L  vi. 

p.  5^*  i  Hea<h*»  chtonUfe,  p.  Stf.    Davies*i  bMony  of  the  ciTfl  wars* 

V.  164.    Raihwwth*li  coHeAioiM  aoder  the  year  1^4;.  p.  S3,  Stf.  k  Wbit* 

•)ocke*s  memori.k,  p.  U6,  I  Tbnrloc'a  ftace  papera,  voL  W,  p.  44^. 

*««  P*  Sh  54'  "*  Thurloc*«  (late  ptpers  vol.  it.  p.  570|  57»»  5*P,  IH- 

.  In 
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Id  tht  fyting  of  the  jolt  16569  we  find  hioiin  fba  iHtdiUt-^ 
vaaean,  where  hhniclf  and  bU  colleague,  Blake,  meditaced  many 
greai  thiogs.  Thejr  once  thought  of  attacking  the  Spanifli  fleet 
in  the  harbour  of  Cadiz  i  but,  after  attentively  confidcring  the 
port,  k  was  refolvedj  in  a  council  of  war^  that  fuch  an  attempt' 
was  impracticable.  Then  Gibrakar  was  mentioned^  as  a  place 
tfcat  would  be  of  great  utility,  in  ca£b  it  could  he  reduced* 
Admiral  Montague,  in  a  letter  to  fecretary  Tburlo^  gaye  bis 
judgment  of  this  ptojoft  with  great  iagadty.  According  to  his 
fentiments,  the  only  method  of  taking  that  iortrcfs  was,  to  land 
3  body  of  feroes  on  the  ifihmus,  and  thereby  cut  off  the  com- 
flonnication  of  the  town  with  the  maini  and,  in  this  Otuation^ 
to  ouke  a  briflc  attempt  upon  the  place.  Tet,  as  a  proof  of  tb^ 
fallibility  of  human  underftanding,  we  find^  in  this  very  letter^ 
a  propofal  for  fending  five  tfaonfand  lan(L>ibrces,  on  account  q£ 
the  hifty  difpofitwA  of  the  teamen,  which  rendered  tbero  unfit 
to  perform  any  eifeftual  fervice  on  ihore  *.  When  this  place* 
however,  long  after,  was  ^Aually  taken,  it  was  wholly  owing  to 
the  vigonr  and  adivtty  of  the  failors,  and  to  that  impetuofity  in 
particular  which  admiral  Montague  imagined  would  be  a^  bin* 
draoce  in  any  enterprisse  of  this  kind. 

When  cruizing  before  Cadis  appeared  to  be  of  no  great  ad* 
vantage,  the  fleet  ftood  over  to  the  oppofite  (here  of  Barbary^ 
in  order  to  reprefs  the  infirience  of  the  Tripoli  and  Sallea  rovers^ 
which  was  found  no  very  cafy  taflc*;  and  therefore  admiral 
Montague  could  not  forbear  intimating  his  defire,  that  we  (houl4 
have  fome  good  port  in  Africa,  which  he  believed  might  anfwer 
various  ends,  and  efpecially  conduce  to  the  prefervation  and  aug- 
mentation of  our  trade  in  the  Levant.  Hence,  I  fuppofe,  grew 
the  firft  notion  of  getting  Tangier  into  our  hands,  of  which,  h 
year  or  two  after,  there  was  great  difcourfe,  as  well  as  of  the 
benefits  that  would  redound  to  the  nation  from  the  pofiefEngiti 
gskd  this  in  allprobaUIity  might  recommend  thePortugalmatch  fo 
much  to  the  favour  of  the  earl  of  Manchefter,  who,  it  is  likely, 
depended  therein  on  the  judgment  of  admiral  Montague.  At  thia' 
Sime,  however,  we  find  pnr  admiral  more  inclined  to  take  thatf 
or  fome  other  place  from  the  Poftoguefe  by  force ;  for  be  ent^f  t 

a  Thurloe*s  ftate  ptpers»  roL  v.  p.  S}— 69. 
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^ned  a  very  bad  opinion  of  their  fincerit jj  (hough  at  laft  thq 
terror  of  the  Englifli  fleet  compelled  them  to  make  fuch  a  com«j- 
poiition  as  fatisfied  the  proteAor,  and  dtfappointed  Mgntaguein 
his  favourite  defign  of  attacking  their  Brafil  fleet  ^» 

The  warmth  he  exprefl!ed  in  the  difcharge  of  his  odmmandy 
did  not  hinder  the  admiral  from  perceiving  the  great  prejudice 
done  to  bur  trade  by  the  carrying  on  the  Spaniih  war,  of  which 
be  gives  a  fair  and  clear  account  in  one  of  bis  difpatches  to  the 
fecretary,  wherein  he  complainS|  that  he  faw  the  Dutch,  Ham* 
burgherS)  aud  Genoefe^  carrying  on  a  mighty  trade  with  Spain, 

whiebf  as  he  obferveSf  it  was  unpofiible  fot  them  to  hinder, 

'  II,.' 

without  engaging  the  ftate  in  a  ynr  with  all  the  world,  and 
therefore  proppfed,  that  a  fquadron  of  light  frigates  only  might 
be  kept  in  thofe  Teas,  and  that  the  fleet  fliould  be  employed 
fomewhere  elfe  to  more  advantage  ^. 

However,  tte  protedor'd  orders  being  pofitive,  they  returned 
towards  autumn  itito  the  road  of  Cadiz,  where,  in  September 
following,  captain  Stayner  made  prize  of  the  galleons.  A  full 
account  of  th^ir  ftrengthi  and  the  money  on  board  them,  admi* 
ral  Montague  fent  into  England  as  foon  as  they  were  taken  $ 
and,  when  he  afterwards  received  dire^ions  to  convoy  the 
prizes  home,  he  fent  another  account  of  the  filver  on  board 
them,  defiring  at  the  fame  time,  that  fome  perfons  might  be 
ieilt  down  to  meet  the  fleet  at  Portfmouth,  in  order  to  take; 
charge  of  the  filver,  and  to  qial^e  a  farther  fearch  into  the  con- 
tents  of  the  galleons  ^. 


^  Thurlot'*  papers,  vol.  V.  p.  194,  19$,  9  IbiJ.  7o\.  v.  p.  170. 

4  This  letter  it  dire^ed  to  fecreury  Thurloe,  and  dated  aboard  the  Kafcby, 
at  fea,  off  the  Lizard,  'O£lober  ix,  16^6.  lo  it  be  fyys,  *<  There  have  heeq 
''  rpme  roi/carrjages,  by  the  (hips  that  did  take  the  (kl^t  of  Spain ;  but  I  fliaU 
*'  dcJay  to  tell  of  them  here;  and  I  judge  the  bed  way  to  improve  mercies  of 
*'  this  kind  is,  to  look  forward :  however/  chat  is  my  budncfs  at  this  time.  The 
**  filvfr'they  brought,  is  on  board  this  (hip,  and  the  vice-'adm&ai;  in  the  admU 
'*  ral,  «c  have  five  hundred  and  fifty  fons  of  filver,  and  bojKes  of  plate,  afid 
•*  nine  pieces  of  filver  not  well  reSned,  like  fugar-loaves.  In  the  vict-admlral 
*'  there  is  a  hundred  and  twenty.foar  fous  of  iilver,  all  which  we  jndge  may 
*^  produce  near  two  hundred  thouCand  pounds :  T  hope  I  fpeak  the  lea((,  and 
**  tint  it  wHl  make  much  more.  In  th»  galleons  holds,  alfo,  there  ii  that  fpace 
"  between  the  main-maft  and  the  bulk  head  of  the  bread  room,  not  ^et  mnmrn* 
V  il^d.V    Thorlo€*$  ftate  p^per«,  rol,  ^,  p.  509. 

The 
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The  money,  thus  taken  from  the  Spantards^wasi  though  un* 
^cferYcdly,  the  moft  popular  a£t  in  all- Cromwell's  adminiflra- 
don,  and  therefore,  the  utmbft  pains  were  taken  to  gWe  the  po» 
pulace  a  very  high  idea  of  this  advantage.  The  filver  was  car^ 
ijed  in  open  ca|ts,  and  ammunition  waggons,  through  Souths 
wark,  to  the  Tower  of  London  |  and,  to  make  a  fhew  of  entire 
confidence  in  the  people,  thefe  waggons  had  no  greater  guard 
than  ten  iqldiers '.  As  ibr  admiral  Montague,  be  had  all  the 
Compliments  paid  him,  upon  this  occa(ion,  that  it  was  poffifole 
ibr  him  to  defire ;  the  protc£lor  carefled  him  exceedingly ;  the 
parliament,  as  we  haye  elfe^bere  obferved,  returned  him  thankt 
by  their  fpeaker,  and  fomc  other  honours  he  had  received^  if 
jfiih  induftry  he  had  not  declined  chem  '.• 
•  In  1657  he  was  appointed  to  command  the  fleet  in  the  Downs^ 
and  went  accordingly  on  board  it  in  the  latter  end  of  the  month 
of  July.  The  dpfign  pf  this  fleet  was  to  watch  the  Dutch,  to 
can^  on  the  war  with  Spain,  and  fadUrate  the  enterprize  on 
Dunkirk ;  and  in  all  thefe  he  did  as  mudi  as  coukl  be  expeded 
from  him*  Towards  autumn  he  thought  fit  to  make  a  journey 
to  the  camp  of  the  macflial  de  Turenne,  where  he  had  a  confc« 
xence  with  him,  in  order  to  determine  the  propereft  method  of 
carrying  on  the  wat,  and  then  returned  on  board  the  fleet,  which 
cruized  in  the  channel  till  the  beginning  of  winter  ^  All  this 
time  he  feems  to  haive  been  in  the  higheft  favour  with  the  pro- 
te&oVf  and  to  have  had  tfie  ftrlAeft  intimacy  with  his  famtlyi 
and  yet,  even  then^^  the  admiral  entertained  ferious  thoughts  of 
retiring  from  public  bufinefs*  What  the  reafon  of  this  was,  can- 
not, at  this  di(lance  of  time,  be  certainly  recovered  ^  but  in  alt 
probability,  the  fenfe  he  had  of  the  ftrange  fervice  he  Was  put 
lipon  in  affifting  the  French,  and  diftrefling  the  trade  of  all  the 
reft  of  the  world,  made  him  uneafy  ^«  One  thing  is  remark- 
able, that,  bow  qiuch  foeve^  he  difliked  the  orders  that  Were 
ient  him,  he  executed  them  with  the  utmoft  punduality ;  fo  that 

'This  appean  from  a  letter  of  the  Dutch  ambaAador  Nienport,  to  the  (late% 
^n«ral,  dated  Nov.  17,  H.  S.  i6s6,  Thorloc's  ftate  papers,  toL  V.  p.  %6pt 
s  Lord  Sandwich's  journai,  MS,    See  alfo  p.  54.  in  the  notes.  <  Thefii 

fzCit  are  collc^led  from  various  letters  in  the  fiKth  Tolume  of  Thurloe*s  ftate 
papers.  u  We  have  thefe  particulars  in  a  very  curious  letter  from  lord. 

Broghill  to  Mr.  Montague,  difTuading  him  from  retiring.    Dated  fron  Youghall, 
Hot.  ao,  1^57.    Thorloe's  (litce  papers,  vol*  vi.  p.  Ci%, 

the 
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the  Dutch)  whofe  (hips  be  icarched  for  filveft  made  t  bea^y 
complaint  agninft  bioi  ^. 

We  may  likewife  gathers  from  hit  lettera  to  CromvcUy  and 
the  iDftru£Uons  be  received,  that  he  was  not  a  little  etnbarrafled 
about  the  proteftoPa  foture  defigns  ;  and  yet  it  is  platQ  enoogbt 
that  Richard  defired  the  admiral  (hoold  rather  regulatesthinga 
by  his  own  discretion,  than  be  aUe  to  juftify  himfeifi  in  relpeft 
to  his  condttfi,  fros^  the  letter  of  his  orders.  Ilxis  particularly 
appears  in  the  bafinefs  of  the  flag ;  upon  which  that  prote£lor 
wrote  him  an  epiftle  with  bis  own  band,  commanding,  in  es* 
pitis  terms,  that  he  ihould  inGft  upon  the  honour  of  the  flag 
firom  all  nations,  within  the  limits  of  the  Sritiih  feas,  and  yet 
telling  him  as  ezprcfsly,  that  he  knew  npt  what  tbofe  limits  weres 
adding,  at  tbc  fiune  fime,  that  he  was  to  execute  tbefe  oiders 
with  caution,  ^ce  peace  and  war  depended  on  them  \ 

After  the  death  of  Oliver,  and  the  fetting  up  of  Richard^ 
admiral  Montagu^  was  fixed  upon  to  command  the  great  fleet 
fent  to  the  north,  which,  as  it  was  in  itfelf  the  wifeft  and  bcft 
oieaiure  entered  upon  in  thoie  timesj^  £»  this  fleet  was  beyond 
comparifon  the  moft  confiderable  that  had  been  Utted  out  finco 
the  Dutch  war ;  and  therefore  I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  give  a 
fliort  account  of  it  ^  The  Nafeby,  on  bcxird  which  the  admiral 
hoifted  his  flag,  carried  feventy  guns,  and  fix  hcmdred  men  ;  the 
Refoltttion  bad  the  like  number  of  nen,  and  eighty  guns  |  there 
were  fiiorteen  fliips  carrying  each  fifty  pieces  of  caution  and  np« 
wards,  twenty-eight  forty  gun  fhips,  or  near  it,  four  of  thirty 
guns,  befides  twdve  fmaller  yeSels,  carrying  firom  twenty-tw^ 
to  twenty^e^bt  pieces  of  cannon  ^  in  all  fixty  fliips,  and  on  board 
ihem  eleven  thouCind  eight  hondrod  and  twenty  men  '• 
'  The  admiral  went  on  board  in  the  Spring  of  the  year  1659^ 
and  on  the  7th  of  April  be  wrote  to  the  king  of  Sweden,  the 
king  of  Desdnark,  and  the  Dutch  admir4  Opdam,  to  inform 


V  ThorloeU  (late  papers,  vol.  Tti-.p.  aftft  *  Ibid.  p>  tf  ||«  vhcra 

ibc  reader  m^y  find  Ricbatd  CromfreH's  letter,  of  five  linei,  on  (his  important 
fubjeA,  7  As  to  the  true  grounds  of  fitting  out  this  fleet,  and  the  end$ 

ft  was  intended  to  aofwcr,  confatt  Chrendon*s  biHory  of  the  rebellion,  ?oi.  vi. 
p.  730.  Hea(b*s  chronicle,  p.  41^.  D«vlei's  hiftory  of  the  civil  wars,  p.  36^. 
Sares's  etcncna.8iotisuni,  p.  i1.  p.  xip,  130.  *  This  account  I  take  from 

twofilHio  Tburloe*s  ci»Ije<fti'jn,  ^nd  from  one  in  MS. 

theqft 
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tbem  of  the  motives  tbat  had  indttced  the  proleAor  to  fend  Co 
ftroDg  a  fleet  into  the  Baltic,  and  that  bit  inftrudions  were  not 
to  re^cQ  the  prirate  advantage  of  England  by  making  war,  but 
the  public  tranquillity  of  Enrope,  by  engaging  the  powers  of  the 
north  to  enter  into  an  equitaUe  peace". 

Before  the  admiral  failed,  the  parliament  thought  proper  to 
tie  him  down  by  very  ftri£k  inftroAions^  which  left  him  no  reiA 
power,  but  obliged  him  to  aft  in  conjunAion  with  their  commif- 
fioners,  colonel  Algernon  Sidney,  Sir  Robert  Honeywood,  and 
Mr.  Thomas  Boon ;  and  at  the  fame  time  they  took  an  occafion 
to  (hew  they  had  no  great  kindnefa  for  him,  by  giving  away  his 
regiment  of  horfe^  fo  that  we  may  fuppofe  he  left  England  in 
none  of  the  warmeft  difpofitions  for  their  fervice<>.  When  he 
arrived  in  the  Sound,  he  took  his  fliare  with  other  minifters  in 
negodatioD,  and  made  it  fufficiently  evident,  that  he  had  a  genius 
as  capable  of  ihining  in  the  cabinet,  as  of  commanding  at  fea  or 
on  (hore.  While  he  was  thus  employed,  king  CSiarles,  being 
very  well  informed  as  to  his  temper,  principles,  and  ftrift  con- 
junction with  the  proteftor's  family,  thought  this  a  proper  time 
(that  family  being  entirely  laid  afide)  to  make  a  trial  of  his  affec- 
tions, and  therefore  fent  a  perfon  with  two  letters,  one  from 
himfelf,  and  the  other  from  chancellor  Hyde,  to  be  delivered  to 
him,  if  poflible,  without  the  privity  of  his  colleagues. 

The  fcheme  was  rational,  and  well  laid,  but  the  meflenger 
very  indifferently  cbofen.  He  was  one  whofc  loyalty  was  apt  to 
dance  upon  his  tongue  in  thofe  perilous  times,  when  wife  men 
kept  it  clofe  in  their  hearts ;  and  it  was  with  fome  difficulqr  that 
the  admiral  preferved  him  firom  fuffering  by  his  indiicretion. 
Yet  thefe  letters, .  and  the  perfuaGons  of  a  near  relation  of  his, 
who  undertook  to  ftate  the  merits  of  the  royal  caufe  fairly,  had 
fuch  an  effeA  on  admiral  Montague's  mind,  that  he  returned 
immediately  to  bis  duty,  and  returned  with  all  that  warmth  and 
Sincerity  incident  to  great  minds,  confcious  of  former  failings. 
The  fervkre  the  king  ezpcAcd  from  him  was  failing  fpeedily  back 
to  England,  that  the  fleet  might  be  ready  to  aA  in  conjundion 
with  Sir  George  Booth,^aad  other  perfons  of  diftindion,  whe 
were  difpofcd  to  hazard  their  lives  for  the  fervice  of  their  coun- 

'  Thefe  kuerf  are  in  Thorloe*t  ftaic  pvpcrf ,  toI.  vii.  •ml  in  lord  Sandwich 'f 
joaroalt  b  Thurloe't  ftatt  papers^  toI.  fti.  p/^^So,  68i. 

try, 
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try ;  on  weighing  yfhlth  pfopofil,  Mr.  Montague  found  it  (6 
I^auiible,  that  he  refolved  td  run  anjr  hazard,  rather  than  not 
contribute  as  muth  a!s  in  hiixi  Uy  tb  piit  it  in  cxecQtion»  con- 
ceiving that;^  if  this  Dppo^ttioity  i;^sis  tniiled,  another  equali)r 
promiling  might  not  quickly  happen  ^1 

*  Colonel  Algerttoh  Sidney  was  a  man  of  quick  piris;  and  deep 
penetration :  he  Toon  difcerned  lome  change  in  Mt.  Moiitague^ 
condnf^i  and  purfiied  his  difcoveries  fb  cloTelyi  thkt  he  inified 
very  little  of  coming  at  his  whole  fecret.  The  ^dmiral^  obferving 
his  fufpicionsy  called  a  couhcil  of  war^  and  therein  made  a  clear 
and  clofe  fpeech,  in  which  he  (hewed  them  plstinly  the  little  hop^ 
there  was  of  doing  any  thing  fot  the  honour  of  England,  by  re- 
maining where  they  Were  ;  that  to  fight  thejr  had  t\b  authority^ 
and,  if  they  Were  to  remain  fleuter,  they  might  as  Well  fail  home; 
He  then  lard  before  them  the  accounts  he  had  received  from  hi% 
and  their  native  country  of  the  great  ftrtiggles  betwecii  the  armj" 
and  the  parliament,  whence  he  took  ocdifion  to  hint,  that  thcm^* 
felves  had  a  great  flake  there,  arid  thatj  if  a  new  gbvcrriment 
■wais  to  be  fettled,  fome  refpeft  ought  to  be  had  to  the  fleet.  He 
concluded  with  faying,  that  he  readily  fubitiitted  liis  fcntlments 
to  a  frefe  debate,  and  that  he  ^vas  determihed  to  aft  according  td 
their  Judgment  i  but  that  one  thing  muft  be  noted,  jprovifions 
were  already  become  f(:arce,  it  was  very  diffictilt  tO  obtain  fup*- 
plies^  and  therefore,  if  they  riefblvcd  to  ftay^  they  mtift  refolve 
alfo  to  live  at  fhort  allowance. 

The  queflion  was  foon  decided;  andj  in  tbhftqucnce  of  thA 
council's  opinion^  admiral  Montague  weighed  immediately,  and 
failed  to  England  <^.  On  his  arrival  he  found  things  in  a  very 
lincxpefled  and  difagreeable  Situation ;  SJr  George  Booth  clofe 
prifdner  in  the  Tower,  the  parliament  reftortti  to  their  authority^ 
and  a  warm  charge  againft  himfelf  come  to  hand  from  colonel 
6tdney.  Immediately  on  his  arrival  he  fet  out  for  London^  at^ 
tendbd  the  parliament j  and  gave  there  an  account  of  his  conduct 
with  fo  much  wifdom  and  eloquence,  that  even  fdch  as  difliked 
it  knew  not  what  to  objeft*  aad  were  theteforc  vfery  t^ll  fatisi 
^ed  with  difinifling  hirh  from  his  tommiind^  to  ^hith  Lawfbn 

c  Clarendon's  hiflory,  vol.  vi.  p,  73a,  731.  d  Heath*&  cbronirlr; 

p,  4^6.     McmoUi  uf  tht  tcftoratioD,  a  MS. 
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yrzs  appomtcd,  9  rigid  Anabaptift^  and  one  in  whom  tliey  had 
the  greateft  confidence  '. 

After  fiich  an  efcape,  Mr.  Moittaguej  as  it  was  very  natural, 
vrithdrew  to  his  own  eliate,  with  a  defign  to  enjoy,  in  privacy  and 
peace,  the  remainder  of  his  life :  this  mad<s  bim  concern  bimfelf 
very  little,  if  at  all,  in  the  following  public  tranfaAions  before 
Monk's  coining  into  England.  After  this;  when  that  general 
ibewed  adcfire  that  admiral  Montague  flioutd  be  reftored  to  his 
command,  he  ient  privately  to  the  king  for  his  approbation,  be- 
fore he  would  accept  it.  Having  obtained  this;  he  fent  his  ma- 
jefty  a  lift  of  fuch  officers  in  the  fleet  as  might  be  confided  in, 
and  of  fuch  as  he  apprehended  muft  be  reduced  by  force.  He 
likewife  defired  to  know,  Whethdr  the  king  had  any  aflurance  of 
the  general ;  but  was;  at  the  fame 'time  fo  trautious,  as  to  defire 
ho  notice  might  -b^  taken  to  his  excellency  how  his  inclinations 
ftood  f . 

On  his  coming  bn  board  the  fleet,  he  found  things  ftrangely 
altered ;  for  Lawfon;  from  whom  he  expe'Aeci  moft  oppofition, 
ijvas  become  ais  ready  to  ferve  the  king  as  himfelf :  upon  which 
he  laid  by  M  refervc  i  and,  as  foon  as  he  received  hii  majefty's 
letter,  dlredied  to  himfelf  and  general  Monk,  he  failed  with  the 
fleet  to  Hbliand;  leaving  only  two  or  three  (hips  to  attend  the 
parliaihent-commiffioners.  This  was  a  very  warm  teftimony  of 
his  afiedion  foi*  the  king's  ifervice,  ahd  as  fuch  was  received  by 
bis  majefty :  but  when  it  was  obfervcd,  that  the  parliament- 
c6mhni(fioners  looked  upon  it  as  a  mark  of  difrefpedi,  the  king 
tvras  pleafed  to  cover  Mr.  Montague;  by  fending  him  an  order 
that  was  antedated.  Soon  after,  he  had  the  honour  to  convoy 
his  majefty  to  England;  who,  within  two  days  from  his  landing  ac 
Dover;  fent  Sir  Edward  Walker,  garter  king  at  arms,  to  deliver 
him  his  declaratory  letters,  with  the  ribband  and  George  of  the 
mbft  noble  order  of  the  garter,  which  he  prefented  him  on  the 
;z8th  of  May,  in  the  morning,  in  his  fhip,  then  riding  in  the 
liowns^. 

Among  the  honours  conferred  on  fuch  as  had  been  psirticu- 
krly  inftrumental  in  reftoring  his  majefty  to  his  juft  rights^  our 

«  See  p.  60,  f  Clarendon*!  hiffoiy,  yoI.  vi.  p.  754.  S  Walker's 

hiflorical  accocnt  of  the  knights  of  the  garter,  a  MS.  p.  104.  penes  Joh.  Aofiis 
jirm.     See  alfo  p.  (i. 
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admiraJ  had  hit  (hare  i  and  by  letten  patent^  dated  the  i 
July  1660,  he  was  created  baron  Montague  of  St.  Neots>  In 
the  county  of  Huntingdony  Tiicount  Hinehinbrooke^  in  the  fame 
county,  and  earl  of  Sandwich  in  Kent,  fwom  of  his  aajefty's 
snoft  faotx>urabie  priTy*council»  made  mafter  of  the  king's  ward* 
robei  ddmiral  of  the  narrow  feas;  and  lieutenant-admiral  to  the 
duke  of  York,  as  lord  big&-admiral  of  England.  At  his  ma- 
jefty's  coronation  his  lordfhip  carried  St.  Edward's  fiaff,  and 
was  now  looked  tipod  as  oac  of  the  king's  principal  miniflers^ 
as  well  as  the  perfim  chiefly  iatrufted  with  the  care  of  the  fleet  ^« 
He  conftamly  attended  the  council^  when  any  traniaAions  rela* 
ting  to  foreign  affiurs  were  under  debate,  and  always  gave  his 
<>pinion  like  a  good  fubjoft  and  a  true  patriot.  When  the  mar« 
riage  with  the  in&nta  was  concluded,  he  brought  her  majefty 
Over,  and  perform^  other  Services,  as  has  been  alr^dy  neo* 
tioned  U 

His  lordfhip  has  been  afperfed  far  joining,  as  is  furmifed,  with 
the  duke  of  Albemarle,  in  the  proje£l  for  giving  up  Duakirk  to 
the  French.  I  have  already  examined  this  affair  £0  fuUy^  that  I 
(hall  fay  but  little  of  it  here,  and  only  as  it  relates  to  this  noble 
perfon.  The  thing  was  propofed  but  by  halves  at  the  council  i 
and,  at  firft,  the  ftrength  and  importance  of  the  place  was  only 
canvaflcd :  upon  which  the  earl  of  Sandwidi  (who  knew  it  aa 
well  as  any  man}  faid,  that  the  coaft  of  Dunkirk  was  generally 
fo  tempeftuous,  and  the  ground  fo  rcdimg,  upon  every  florm, 
(hat  there  never  could  be  any  certain  fteerage  to  the  port  K 
This  was  the  truth,  and  nothing  more^  yet  was  the  earl  bt 
from  propofing  that  it  ihould  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
French,  though  he  judged  it  too  expenfive  for  his  mafter  to 
keep  I  and  therefore  he  declared  for  demoliOiing  itK  How  this 
proposition  came  to  be  re]e£led,  I  cannot  fay  $  but  it  is  plain, 
that  though  the  earl  of  Sandwich  did  not  fet  a  higher  value  up- 

*  Pat.  t»  Car.  If.  Philtp^s  contiooition  of  Baker's  chronicle,  p.  fjS,  759. 
Kenoct's  chronicle,  p.  417,  in  which  there  is  a  coodplete  relation  of  the  coro- 
nation ^at  which  ceremony  hii  lordfltlp,  jn  conjundton  with  the  4nkcs  of  Bock- 
aogham  and  .Albemarle,  and  the  carl  of  Berkfliire,  alfiilcd  in  holdioc  a  rich  paXi, 
of  cloth  of  gold,  over  the  king's  head«  during  the  time  that  prince  vas  aaolnt- 
ing  bf  the  arcbbifliop.  !•  See  p.  S3.  ^  Which  is  the  esprcffion 

■nenttooed  by  Echard.  1  The  French  king  takes  notice  of  thisy  in  hit 

aftfwer  to  Count  d'Eilradcs  of  Angu.^  27. 

on 
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on  DuaVirk,  tban^  i|i  the  oondition  it  vas  then,  the  place  d^ 
fiRTod ;  yet  he  never  Uefired  to  fee  it  fi^l  into  the  hands  of  the 
French,  as  has  been  jcij  f^ifeif 9  and,  I  very  noich  faipedi,  ma* 
licioufly  aflerted. 

Wben  the  I>utch  wsMr  began,  in  1664,  the  earl  of  Saodwich 
went  heartily  into  the  meafiire,  as  conoeiving  it  for  the  honour 
and  intereft  of  ^gland ;  and  when  the  duke  of  York  took  op- 
on  him  the  comioand  of  the  fleet  as  high-admiral,  his  lordihip 
commanded  the  blue  fqoadron ;  and,  by  his  induflry  and  care, 
abundance  of  the  enemy's  fliips  were  taken,  and  the  beft  pare 
of  their  ]3ourdeaax  ^cet*"*  In  the  great  battje  fought  on  the 
3d  of  June  1665,  wherein  the  Dutch  bft  th^  admiral  Opdam» 
;iiid  had  eighteeii  men  of  war  takeui  and  fourteen  deftroyed,  a 
large  {hare  of  the  honour  of  the  viStopf  was  juftly  given  to  the 
condu£l  of  th^  earl  of  Sandwich ;  wha»  about  noon,  fell  with 
the  blue  fijuadfon  into  the  centre  of  the  enemy's  fleet,  and 
thereby  began  that  confufion,  which  ended  fooc  after  in  a  plain 
flight '>•  Moft  of  our  hiftorians  agree,  (hat  if  this  viftory  had 
been  properly  purfued,  the  Dutch  fleet  had  been  totally  ruined  ^ 
•and  the  neglc^  o(  this  advantage  is,  as  I  have  elfewhefe  obfer-r 
fed  ^f  by  fome,  without  juft  grounds,  charged  on  the  duke  of 
Toric.  On  the  return  of  the  Englifti  navy^  his  majefty,  at  the 
requeft  of  the  queen-mother,  declared  the  duke  Ihould  not  ex- 
pofe  his  perfon  again  on  bpfHrd  the  fleet ;  but  that  the  command 
qf  it  fliould  be  left  to  the  earl  of  Sandwich ;  who  was  ordered 
to  employ  his  utmoft  diligence  to  put  it,  as  fpeedily  as  poiEble, 
in  a  condition  to  tet^Kn  IQ  the  DuHh  ^a^;  whi^h  hc  accord- 
ingly performed  *^, 

.  The  earl  of  Sandwich  failed  on  the  5th  of  July  with  fixty  men 
of  war  to  the  coaft  of  Holland,  wearing  the  royal  flandard  of 
England,  and  haying  under  him  feveral  of  the  braveft  (eamen  '' 
that  perhaps  ever  bore  the  Bnglifh  flags.  Finding  the  Dutch  flee( 
pot  at  fca,  and  having  information  that  both  their  Eaft  India  and 
Smyrna  fleets  were  to  return  nor^h  about,  he  refolved  to  fteer 

»  See  p.  tit,  ^  ?^P*9S'  •  Sfe  p.  99— xoi.  whoe  thi* 

alTAir  is  treated  very  c«pionfly.  P  Philipf,  Kennct,  Echard.    In  the 

««rl  of  Clarendon's  f perch,  as  chancellor,  to  the  parliament  at  Oxford-,  O^ober 
io»  itftfs,  the  keeping  the  difke  at  home  is  reprefcnted  4S  a  xtiark  oi  tb^  kio£*t 
t^dern^is  for  his  royal  bisbocfs*s  perfon. 

Ff  ;.  ff^ 
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for  the  coaft  of  Norway,  in  hopes  of  meeting  with  them  :  nqi: 
yastthis  a  difficult  thing,  (ince  it  was  foon  after  known,  that 
they  had  taken  (he'ter  in  the  port  of  B^rghen^  ^^  have  aU 
ready  given  fome  account  of  this  a£lion,  but  reierved  a  more 
particular  detail  of  it  for  this  place,  to  which  it  properly  belongs, 
the  rather,  becaufe  the  attempt  on  the  Dutch  fleet  in  the  harbour 
of  Berghen  was  the  occafion  of  our  war  with  Denmark,  which 
fome  have  ventured  to  charge  on  the  earl  of  Sandwich,  as 
brought  about  by  his  ill  management ;  whereas,  in  truth,  he  did 
every  thing  that  could  be  expcfted  from  an  experienced  officer, 
and  a  man  of  honour,  as  we  (hall  (hew  in  few  words,  becaufe 
obr  naval  hiAorians  are  very  unaccountably  (ilent  on  this  head. 
Sir  Gilbert  Talbot  was  then  envoy  at  the  court  of  the  king  of 
Denmark  i  and  he,  finding  a  difpofition  in  that  prince  to  £11  his 
coffers  at  the  expcncc  of  the  Dutch,  propofed  to  him,  as  the 
moft  effectual  wiiy  of  doing  it,  feizing  on  their  fleets  in  his  har- 
bour, which  would  indemnify  him  for  all  the  loflTes  he  complain- 
ed of,  and  bring  into  his  treafury  many  millions  of  dollars.  The 
king  of  Denmark  readily  embraced  the  projeft,  and  inflfted  only 
on  one  objection,  which  was,  his  own  want  of  force  to  execute 
It.  Sir  Gilbert  immediately  anfwered  this  by  faying,  that  he  did 
not  doubt  but  the  king  of  England  would  furnifii  him  with  a 
fleet  fufficient  to  make  jprize  oiFall  the  Dutch  fhips,  oh  condition 
that  the  profit  of  theenterprize  ihould  be  divided  between  them^ 
to  which liis  Daiiifh  majefly  very  readily  auented^.  This  propofal, 
being  tranfmitted  to  the  £ngli(h  court,  was  as  willingly  clofed 
with^  and  adWce  thereof  fent  to  the  earl  of  Sandwich.  As  this 
was  a  tranfa£tion  very  little  to  the  king  of  Denmark's  honour, 
fo  he  infifted  upon  it,  that  tne  agreement  (hould  not  be  put  into 
writing :  and  this  nicety  it  was  that  fpoiled  the  whole  affair;  for, 
when  the  earl  of  Sandwich  had  intelligence  of  de  lluyter's  being 

<l  Philtp&*s  ontinuatioQ  of  Heath*s  chronicle,  p.  54?.  Kenncft  hiAorjr  of 
SngUndi  vol.  Ui,  p.  277.  Burchet*s  naval  bifiory,  p.  399.  Le  Ckrc  hi(^oire 
des  provinces  umcf,  tome  iii.  liv.  xiv.  c  **  A  true  and  perfect  narra- 

**  tive  of  the  late  fccrct  ncgociation  in  Denmark,  by  Sir  Gilbrrt  Talbot,  MS." 
This'  piece  was  in  tlie  hands  both  of  bifhop  Burnet  and  Mr.  Echard,  who  have 
jnadc  ufe  of  it  in  their  hidoriet.  I  have  likewife  cor.foltccf  another  jViecc,  puS" 
lil'hed  by  authority,  intttled,  **  A  true  deduction  of  all  the  trinfj^ions  between 
'•  hitniajenyrf  Great 'Britain,  and  the  king  of  Denmark;**  which  fTilTcrs,  in 
siany  refpcAs,  from  Sir  Gilbert  T:Albot's  rclatign. 

retired 
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fttired  lAth  the  Eaft  India  fleet  into  Berghen^  he  refoivtd  not  to 
flip  fo  fair  an  opportunity,  but  to  fail  thither  with  the  utmofLex^ 
pedition.  He  fenf ,  however,  Mr.  Wor-deny  a  gentleman  of  di&' 
tin£Hon,  to  Sir  Gilbert  Talbot,  to  infovin  him,  that  he  was 
determined  not  to  iofc  the  opportunity  of  attacking  the  Dutch' 
fleet,  and  therefore  defired  that  he  would  fend  him  a  diftinA 
account  of  the  nature  of  the  king  of  Denmark's  engagements,^ 
that  he  might  the  better  know  what  he  was  doing.  Sir  Gilbert 
took  fome  pains  to  comply  with  this  requeft,  but  by  various  unw 
lucky  accidents  they  were  all  fruftrated,  and  the  earl  of  Sand« 
livich  arriyed  in  thofe  feas,  without  hearing  any  thing  from  the 
envoys. 

Sir  Thomas  Tyddiman,  being  fent  with  a  ftout  fquadron  to 
block  up  the  port  of  Berghen,  appeared  before  it  on  the  i  ft  o£ 
Auguft,  1665.  The  firft  thing  he  did  was  to  fend  a  gentleman 
to  the  governor,  to  inforn^  him  of  the  defign,  and  to  inquire 
what  orders  he  had.  To  this  the  governor  anfwered,  that  as  yet 
lie  had  none,  but  that  he  expeded  them  by  the  poft  in  two  or 
three  days,  and  therefore  defired  the  Engliih  would  defift  from 
making  any  attempt  for  that  time.  The  fame  evening,  however,* 
the  caftle  fired  upon  the  Engliih  fleet,  and  did  fome  mifchief  | 
and  the  Dutch  were  fufftred  by  the  governor  to  bring  feventy 
pieces  of  cannon  on  fliore  to  fortify  their  line.  Admiral  Tyddi* 
man,  perceiving  this,  immediately  called  a  council  of  war, 
wherein  he  laid  the  whole  matter  before  his  oflicers,  who,  after 
a  full  and  free  debate,  refolved  to  lofe  no  time,  but  to  attack  the 
Dutch  fleet  the  next  morning ;  and  this  for  three  reafons.  i .  Be^ 
caufe  the  Danifh  governor  had  not  given  them  any  dired  an- 
fwer,  or  promifed  them  any  fort  of  favour  or  afliflance.  2.  If 
the  Butch  had  farther  time  given  them  to  fortify  themfelves,  an 
attempt  might  become  impraAicable.  3.  That  the  grand  Dutch 
fleet  was  now  at  fea,  and  might  probabljr  come  into  their  relief  % 
before  the  Danifh  governor  would  acknowledge  his  receiving 
orders. 

This  refolution  taken.  Sir  Thomas  Tyddiman  gave  all  his 
captains  flri£t  charge,  that  they  fhould  not  fire  againft  the  caf^ 
ties  or  ports,  and  fhould  alfo  be  very  ^careful  to  diredl  all  their 

•  Sir  Gilbert  Talbot**  relation  before  cited.  <  DeduAioo  of  all  trani^ 

vAioni  betweca  Kii  majeO^  of  Great  Britain,  &c.  p.  it.  ' 
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flipt  lo9r  it  the  halls  of  the  Dutch  fliips,  to  prcvmiti  as  f ar  af 
tbef  couU,  any  diunage  bappeniag  to  the  town  that  lay  behind 
the  {hips(  both  whicl^  ordars  all  the  ieameadid  unaniaumflf 
agree  were  perfonnedi  according  as»  in  the  fereral  conferences 
vith  the  goyeroor,  thofe  dirdEkioos  wer^  promiied  to  be  giyen. 
The  difpnte  continued  tiU  near  eight  of  the  clock,  during  which 
fimei  it  is  true,  the  caftfe  bung  out  a  white  flag,  but  to  what 
intent  the  EngMfli  could  opt  guefs;  for  the  feamen,  wfaofe  ila« 
lion  was  neareft  to  it^  agreed  alfo  in  this  point,  that  the  caftie 
Beyer  left  firing  from  feme  quarter  or  other.  They  were  led  to 
imagine  from  thence,  that  the  Putchmen,  who  might  ha^e 
|ieen  taken  in  for  the  i^engthcning  the  caftie,  had  fired  againft 
fhc  gencraFs  orders  during  the  time  of  hanging  out  the  white 
^g,  as  indeed  it  proved  ^  for  there  were  at  leaft  three  hundred 
faf  them  there^ 

The  greateft  mifchief  that  the  £ng|i(h  received  was  from  the 
ardUery  in  the  csftle,  which  by  accidental  (hots  cut  feme  haw<^ 
fcrs  that  kept  the  firft  line  together :  and  fo,  to  avoid  failmg  foul 
one  on  another,  they  were  forced  fironi  their  (Rations,  and,  whea 
they  were  out  of  the  reach  of  the  Dutch  guns^  the  fort  upon  the 
otttmoft  point  on  the  (larboard  fide  played  upon  them  afrefli,  the 
gpns  of  which  the  Ejiglifh  had  once  filenced  during  the  engage* 
ment ;  but,  being  remounted,  they,  in  their  going  off,  had  many 
of  their  men  killed  by  them :  notwithftanding  which,  the  £ng« 
hfh  came  that  day  to  anchor  within  the  rocks  of  Norway,  five 
kagoes  diftant  from  Berghen,  having  no  pilots  that  could  (hew 
them  anchoring  hold  nearer  for  fo  many  ihips  together* 

Whiie  the  EngUfli  were  repairing  their  ftips,  the  Danifli  go- 
vernor endeavoured  to  draw  them  into  a  new  negociatioq,  aim- 
ing, that  now  he  bad  received  his  maf^er's  orders,  and  was  con- 
tent to  aflford  them  what  afiiftance  he  could.  But,  after  mature 
liberation,  it  was  not  thought  proper  to  truft  to  thefe  promi* 
Tes  **  'f  and  therefore,  on  the  laft  of  Auguft,  the  earl  failed  wicl^ 

the 

u  True  dedb^lion  of  the  mnfa^ions  between  his  majefly  of  Great  Brttixn, 
ire.  p.  It,  kx.  It  mud  be  aibwcd,  that  thefe  f«Os  are  contradifted  by  the  MS. 
aeconnt  of  Sir  Gilbert  Talbor,  to  which  both  Ecbard  lod  Burijet  hive  adhered, 
aod,  confcquenily,  lay  all  the  blame  on  Sir  Thomas  Tyddiman  and  the  earl  of 
dandwich.  Boc,  be6d«s  the  DeduQ)on'*s  being  a  poblie  paper,  owned  by  Mng 
Charles  II.  tad  confeqaently  more  aBthentic  than  Sir  Gilbert  Tal^*s  rciarios^ 
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Ac  feft  of  fck  Hcct  tofwaf ds  the  coaft  of  Holland ;  bat,  fofibrUig 
mach  by  a  ftonn,  bis  (hips  were  ferced  batk  again  to  the  north- 
vard ;  and  on  the  4th  of  Sqitember  he  n»et  with  four  Satch 
£aft  Indiameoi  and  fcreral  other  tf  their  iherchant'^fiiips  undei> 
n  good  convoys  and,  though  the  ftormy  f^eathef  faTOu^  their 
cfcape,  yet  he  tocdc  e^t  men  of  war^'  two  of  their  richeft  Eaft 
India  flkipsy  and  twenty  fail  of  their  merchantnien;  On  the  ^thi 
alfo  a  part  of  our  fleet  fell  in  with  eighteen  fail  of  the  enemy^' 
the  greateft  part  of  whidi  they  took,  with  four  stkxi  of  Wa^i  mA 
above  a  thouiand  prifoners  ^. 

On  his  return  the  earl  was  received  by  the  king  with  diftin* 
gnifhed  marks  of  favour ;  but  his  royal  highnefs^s  condu£l  in  the 
great  engagement  on  the  3d  of  June  being  much  cenfured,  and 
d>e  king  declaring  the  duke  of  York  fhould  go  no  more  to  fea^ 
as  die  earPs  behaviour  in  the  fame  a£tion  had  been  much  aji- 
piauded,  left  his  continuance  in  the  fole  command  of  the  fleet 
might  be  interpreted  to  the  difadvantage  of  the  duke,  and  our 
a&irs  in  Spain  requiring  an  extraordinary  embafiy  to  be  fent  into*' 
that  kingdom,  his  majefty  difpatched  the  earl  of  Sandwich  to 
the  court  of  Madrid  to  noediate  a  peace  between  the  crowns  of 
Spain  and  Portugal'.  This  negociation  was  a  work  of  equal  di^' 
ficoky  and  importance :  we  had  many  things  to  aik  from  Spain  in- 
favour  of  trade,  and  there  was  nothing  to  which  the  Spaniards 
were  le&  inclined  than  to  make  peace  with  Portugal,  and,  in 
order  to  that^  to  own  it  for  an  independent  kingdom.  The  earl 
of  Sandwich,  however,  managed  his  bufinefs  with  fuch  addrefs, 
that  he  concluded  a  mod  advantageous  treaty  for  us  with  the 
court  of  Spain,  confifting  of  forty  articles,  and  this,  too^  in  a  fur* 
prifing  (hort  fpace  of  time,  if  we  confider  the  nature  of  Spaniih 


cKere  U  in  tlie  former  t  copy  of  rhe  governor's  letter,  which  flatly  cofttradi^s  the 
fobftance  of  the  fame  letter  given  m  Sir  Gilbert*!  acconnt,  which  I  take  to  be,  at 
bottom,  rather  an  apology  for  hi»  own  conduA.  The  truth  ^ms  to  be,  that 
the  earl  of  Sandwich  confidered  this  whole  negociation  as  ■  dishonourable  thing  ;: 
and  indeed  it  is  very  apparr ot,  that  if  no  rcfpeA  at  A\  had  hoen  had  to  ihis  agree- 
gnent,  but  the  Engiifh  had  attacked  the  enemy's  fleet  without  giving  them  time  ta 
fntt\Sy  titemfelircs,  the  whole,  or  at  \€h(\  the  grearcQ  parr,  mnfl  have  been  cither 
lank  or  taken* 

^  5Jec  p.  104.  »  Pi.il'ps'i  ccntinnatic»n  of  Iljith'*  chronicle,  p.  545-, 
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negociatioiis  i  for  his  Ibrdfliip  arrived  at  Madrid  on  tHe  i^th  of 
Mayi  16669  and  the  treaty  was  iigned  the  i3Ch  of  May^  1667  y. 
,  His  lordfhip  applied  himfdf  next  to  the  other  part  of  his  cocn" 
miffion,  and  by'infiftirig  principally  oil  the  interefts  of  Spaing 
and  making  it  evident  that  the  contihuance  of  the  Portugal  war 
Itrould  be  the  total  min  of  their  affairs^  &nd  that  a  peace 
might  be  made  without  the  ieaft  prejudite  to  their  Honour,  at 
that  jun£lure,  he  fo  far  prevailed  as  to  gain  the  qoeen  of  Spain's 
conrent>  that  a  treaty  ihould  be  let  on  foot  under  the  mediation 
of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain.  The  great  and  unufiial  confix 
dencCi  rcpofed  in  him  upon  this  occaiion,  was  managed  wJtii 
fuch  dejKterity  by  the  earl  of  Sandwich^  that,  in  three  weelcS 
after  his  arrival  at  Li/boni  he  concluded  a  peaci:  between  the 
two  nations  to  their  mutual  fatisfadlion.  This  treaty  was  figned 
the  T3ih  of  February,  1668*;  and  as  it  was  extrera'ely  advan- 
tageous to  the  Portuguefe,  (who,  confidering  the  difli-aAid  ftate 
of  their  government^  had  very  little  reafon  to  exped  fo  foitu- 
nate  an  event),  it  was  no  lefs  honourable  in  the  mediatioti  to 
the  crown  of  Great  Britaiil. 

Upon  the  concluGoh  of  tbefe  treaties,  the  earl  of  SandwicH 
was  complimented  both  by  the  king  and  duke  under  their  hands; 
and  his  great  fervices  acknowledged  in  fuch  terms  as  they.nioft 
certainly  deferved ;  which  letters  do  no  I'eis  honoiir  to  the  me- 
mory of  the  princes  who  wrote  them,  than,  hiis  to  whom'  they 
were  written.  Many  of  the  dlfpatches,  penned  by  his  lordffiip 
in  this  embaflyy  have  been  made  public,  and  remain  fo  many 
indelible  marks  of  his  wifdom,  integrity,  and  public  fpirit.  They 
ferve  alfo  to  (hew  how  unnecefTary  a  qualification  cunning  is  in 
a  public  minifter ;  for  they  are  written  with  ia  plainhefs  tKat  t:an- 
not  be  counterfeited,  and  manifeft  in  their  compofition  a  ftrength 
of  genius  capable  of  carrying  its  point,  by  fetting  truth  in  a  ftrong 
as  well  as  proper  light,  without  the  affidarice  of  any  of  thofe 
little  arts,  which  are  fo  much  and  fo  undefervedly  admired  in 
modern  politicians. 

As  he  was  too  quick-fighted  to  be  deceived,  he  had  too  much 
candour  to  impofe  on  any  with  whom  he  tranfafled  -,  and,  when 
this  temper  of  his  became  thoroughly  known,  he  was  able  to  do 
all  things  in  Spain:  for,  being  \tell  ihforfaicd  of  the  ilobility  of 

y  See  p.  131.  .2  Ibid. 
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ms  birth,  and  bis  great  aiEUons  at  fea,  and  haiaog  fbabfidTes 
VpceiYed  repeated  prbo&  61  his  &n6t  regard  to  boaourj  thef  rea- 
dily believed  every  tbinj^  lie  faid;  and  willmgly  aflehted  to  what* 
ever  he  propofed.  After  the  cbnclufion  of  the  treaty  with  Por- 
tugal^ he  returned  again  to  Madrid^  where  he  fpent  fome  time 
in  iettling  affairs,  knd  conjSrming  that  cooH  in  the  opinion,  that 
^it^  was  iti  .nioft  nfeful  and  natujraI.aUy,  and,  then  taking  bb 
leave,  arrived  September  19,  \66S;  at  Portfmouth*.  On  bi^  re- 
turn to.ibourti.he  was  ireceived  with  all  imaginable  teftinitmies  of 
reipcA  by  the  ktn|;  and.duke;  who  vrere  equally  folicitous  in  fix- 
ing him  to  a  good  opinion  of  tbbfe  jodeafures  upon  which  they 
wc^re  then  entering.     . 

The  interc(>urfe  With  oUr  colonie?  by  this  time  was  became 
very  confidehd)!^  t  ai^d,  growing  didly  n^ore.and  more  advanu- 
geoos  to  the  )iati09^  his  majefty  was  ghicioufly  pleafed  ito  eredl  a 
coancil  Sor  ixifpeAing.  matters  relating  to  trade,  and  for  the  fpe- 
cial  enoburagei^fiet^  of  the  plailtatioas.  As  this  was  in  itfelf  a 
very  popular  aAj  fo  ling  Chiles;  who  knew  ib  well  is  any 
ptinct  the  art  of  plieafing  hb  fiibjeAs^  whien  he  thought  fit  to 
pra£Ui^  it,  judged  it  convenient  to  put  at  the  head  of  this  new 
cbuo^il  a  makl  as  Acceptable  in  his  chara£ieri  iis  the  proje£t  was 
in  its  nMuret  and  this  determined  him  to  the  choice  of  the  earl 
of  Sandwich;  #ho;  Auguft  3^  1670,  was  fWom  prefideiit  of  the 
Istancil  (of  plaiitations  j  and  in  that  qualitjr  he  fwore  the  duke  of 
York,  prince  Riipert^  the  diik^  of  Buckingham^  and  other  per- 
ibns  of  the  higheft  quality,  li^ho  weire  declared  meibbers  there- 
of^. Iti.  thb  capacity,  as  well  as  in  thut  of  vicfc-adrtiiral  and 
l^rivy-cbohfeUor,  he  gate  nb  fmall  difturbance  to  the  Ca&al  : 
fbr,  in  th^  firft  pbce;  he  tvds  A  fioceri  and  iEealous  Proteftant ; 
Acitt,  he  ivsm  a  true  Engliihmani  loyal  t6  his  prince^  but  fteady 
ki  the  cAiife.of'  his  cbntotry;  an  enemy  alike  tb  faSdqn^  and  to 
^very  thing  that  looked  like  arbitrary  power.  He  was,  bcfides, 
iFor  regarding;  ho  qiialification  but  merit  in  the  preferments  of 
the  navy,  declaring  upon  all  occafions  againfl  (hewing  favour  to 
the  relation)  of  peers;  or  other  perfons  of  diftindion,  to  the  pre- 
judice bf  fiich  ^  Kad  iferved  longer  or  better.  '^This  rendered  him 

ft  Poiotct's  chroAolagical  biftorUn,  yol.  a.  p.  i%S«  b  See  the  gixette 

9f  that  date. 
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Ae  daritng  of  the  fleet,  who,  after  the  desth  of  the  duie  of 
Albemaiiei  looked  upon  him  as  thdr  £uker  and  protc^r^ 
which,-  however,  gained  him  a  gceat  many  ehemteaamoagft  fiich 
as  eould  not  bear  the  thwarting  of  their  private  imercfls,  though 
for  the  fake  of  the  pubBc  gpod»  The  fecrpt  hiftories  of  thofe 
times  (to  which  i  muft  own  I  dp  not  always  gi?e  credit)  infimi- 
ate,  that  his  royal  highpefe  the  duke  of  York  was  di^[4eafed  with 
him :  but,  how4vcr  diat  might  be,  h  is  very  certain,  that  the 
king  had  always  a  juft  ienfe  of  the  earl  of  Sandwich'lK  fervices, 
and  ihe wed  him  upon  every  eccafion,  as  much  favour  and  efteexa 
as  he  did  to  any  of  his  fubjefls  ^. 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  third  and  bft  I>atch  war,  bis 
brdfiii[^  went  to  iea  with  the  duke  of  York,  and  commanded 
the  blue  fi^uadron,  the  fVench  admiral,  count  d^ftrees,  com- 
manding the  while.  The  fleet  was  at  fea  in  the  beginning  of  the 
month  of  Maiyy  sad  towards  the  end  of  that  month  came  to  aia 
anchor  in  Southwold  bay,  in  order  to  take  in-  water.  We  ave 
iold,  that  on  the  a  7th,.  which  vsas  Whitmonday,  theie  was. 
great  merry-making  on  boafd  the  ficet,  and  many  officers  aad 
feamen  were  permitted  to  go  on  Ihovc^  and  were  at  SputhwoU^ 
BuBWich,  s^id  Aldborough.  Things  being  in  this  fituation,  andL 
the  weather  withal  very  heazy>  the  eari*  of  Saodwkb  deUvered  it 
as  his  opinion,  ft  a  couacii  held  ia  the  ^venipg>-  lM>  th^  wind. 
Aanding  a&  it  did^  thd  fleet  rode  in:  danger  of  being  fi^rprifed  hfi 
the  Dtttchi  ajad  therefore  he  thought  is  advifaUe  to  weigh  «n- 
chor,  and  gftt^wt  to  fea ;  to  tkie  the  duke  of  Yorh«  it  h  faidji 
made  fuch  an.  anfnrer  asrfee«cd  to  hint>  that  the  earl  fpoike  os^t 
of  fear;  whach^infiouatian,  if  rcaUy  made,  ira;i. certainly  both 
baubaffonsandunjuft^;  I  camoc  fay  whi»  it  wa9.  ^hit  ilrft  no^ 
ponedt  thb  flory ;  but  of  this.  w<  may  be  pofithre^  tbat%  as,  it  i^ 
reported .  by  a.  eertaiB  aotbop,  it  eould  not  pofiUy  be  triif  ^.^ 

Several 

«  B!tIiop  Pkrkei's  hiftoty  of  his  own  times,  p.  t f  f.  d  See  £cfa«rd's 

bHlory*  P*  SSjv    G»liinifui  folbau,  p.  ftir» 

«  This  9Mhpi%  if  hi4i9P  Bmvftt  «bo»  io  Um  hUlotr  of  hiftowa-  cim^  fa^t, 
'*  I  fay  nothing  o{  cIm  fea.fight  in  SoIbAy*  in  which  do  Royter  bad  the  glory  of 
**  fnrprifing  the  finglllh  fleet,  when  they  were  thinking  left  of  eogagiog  the  enc-> 
**  my,  Chan  of  an  e«tni¥aganc  preparation  for  the  ufoal  diforders  of  the  19th  of 
"  May;  whieb  he  prevented,  hy  engaging  ihem  on  tha  a8cb."<»rc  ir  an  odd 
whim  of  cius  prelate,  that,  becaufe  people  might  be  difpofed  to  be  drank  itn  th« 
%9lihf  they  (hould  be  om  of  their  «^t9  ^n  the  xSih*    How  the  truth  of  the  mat* 

ten 
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Btretzl  very  ju^ckms  pcrftns  haVc  inclined  to  think,  that  it  ^ai 
Cramed  long  after  the  tranfaAion^  in  order  to  h^i^hteh  fome  ciN 
tnmftaHces  which  we  fliall  prefently  relate. 

On  the  a«th  of  May,  betweeh  two  arid  thtee  in  the  merningj 
the  fleet  was  (nfot-med  of  the  approach  of  the  Dutch }  upoil 
Whicli  his  royal  highnefs  made  the  fighal  for  weighirig  ancBof , 
and  g^tifig  (Hit  tb  fea ;  arid,  the  occafion  being  of  fo  pr effing  t 
toatnre,  many  of  the  captains  were  obliged  to  tut  their  cabWsk 
The  blue  fquadrdh,  however,  was  out  firftj  ind  iil  good  otdiirj 
At  Hd  next,  arid  iht  white,  in  its  proper  fiction,  tnnth  a-fterh  ^ 
Tht  earl  of  Saridwich^  in  hi9  fine  (hip  the  R^yal  Jariies^  WhkU 
orried  one  hnnd^^d-  pieceii  of  carindn-flnd  about  eight  hundred 
men,  began  the  fight,  and  fdl  farioufly  on  the  fi]U^dron  of  rzH 
Ghent :  this  he  did,  not  from  a  prifrcipfe  df  dH^tfigiiifhing  Hirii-^ 
felf  by  an  a£i  of  heroic  valour ;  for  he  ktiew  his  character  wai 
foo  v^ell  eftaUtfhed  to  need  that ;  fats  view  was,  to  giv^e  the  reft 
of  the  fleet  time  to  form;  arid  in  this  ht  carried  his  poirit; 
Captain  Bra&el,  in  the  gr^at  Holland,  i  (iitty-gun  (hip,  dependi^ 
ing  Cfti  the  affiftance  of  his  fquradron,  attacked  the  koyal  Jatnett^ 
but  was  loon  difabled,  as  we^e  feveral  other  men  of  war ;  and 
three  fire^ihips  ^trt  fbrik*  By  this  time  moft  of  h'li  men  Wer^ 
killed,  and  the  hull  of  the  Royal  James  fo  piei^ced  with  fhot^ 
<liat  it  iras  impofllble  to  c^tf  her  off. 

ter  wit,  thtt  the  feafting  Vit^tpendd  ott  tNe  sftlk,  htetisfi  k  ims  che  Monaiy  In 
WbitAni-week;  b«c  Cow  people  have  a  grea^  mind  i»  fet  a  bfiick  atark  up5D  tk« 
apcb  of  May,  and  on  the  cbaraAer  of  general  Monk  for  the  frme  re^fon.  Yet 
let  uf  once  more  bear  hit  lordfhip :— *<  The  admiral  of  the  bine  fqaadron  was 
**  burnt  by  a  fire-lhip,  ift6r  a  hog  engagement  with  a  Darch  (hip,  ftiach  infbriot 
«  to  him  in  (IreAgCh.  In  U  the  carl  of  Sandwich  perifhed,  with  a  ^reat  maay 
^*  aboQt  him,  who  would  not  le*ve  him,  ai  he  wool'l  not  leave  hit  (hip,  by  4 
•'piece  of  obftinaCe  coorage,  to  which  he  wms  provoked  by  an  innocent  rrflcc' 
**  tioQ  the  dake  made  on  an  advice  he  had  o/iered,  o^  drswing  near  the'  Ihorr, 
«*  ffnd  avoiding  an  engagehieAt ;  af  if  in  that  ho  took  more  etre  of  hiinfelf  thaii 
**  of  the  kkig*a  boDoiir."-~We  have  Teen  above,  that  the  earPt  advice  wat,  t6 
pot  to  fca,  that  they  might  engage  che  fooner,  and  not  be  rurpri(ed.  .  The  Dotch 
gazette  treated  the  earl's  memory  better  than  this  bifliop;  for  in  it  we  find, 
•*'  The  earf  ^f  dandwtch  engaged  for  kvdraX  boors  with  nfany  of  our  lA'en  of 
'<  war,  difablcd  fcven  of  our  (hips,  among  which  wa»  lfeuiienimt*admti^l  Tatt 
'*  Ghent's,  vice-admiral  Van  Nc(Ie*s,  and  captain  Brak^rs ;  and  after  puttin|r 
*'  off  three  fire-(hf|^s,  was  at  lad  bvrnt  by  the  fourth.'* 

f  I  take  ihit  from  Mr.  SavU«*s  letter  to  the  earl  of  ArlinfCon,  thcB  fecTetary 
of  llatc>  and  pnblifhed  by  authority. 

G  g  2  In 
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In  this  diftre&  be  might  have  beeii  relicyed  by  Iiis  vice-^^imi-; 
rail  Sir  Jofeph  Jordan,  i(  that  gentlexnafi  had  not  hecn  morQ 
folicitoos  about  aflifting  the  duke ;  wheoi  thcre£piej  ^e  £iw  hin^ 
laii  by^  hee^ieis.of  the  condition  in  which  lu;  lay,  he  fai4  to 
thofe  who  were  about  ^im^  <<  There  is  nothing  le(t  {j»  us  now* 
**  but  to  defSend  the  fhip  to  ^he  laft  man  ;'•'.  and  thoie  who  knew 
him  readily  underftood,  that)  by  the.  laft  n(iaQ,  be;  meaqt  hiin-^ 
fclf.  When  a  foyrth  fire-(hip  had  grappled  hinq>  be  (pegged  his 
captaini  Sir  liicl^ard  Haddocfcj  and  a^  his  iervant^  to  get  into 
the  boat)  and  faye  themfelyes}  which  tb^  di^:  f^  bmfi  of  thq 
{ailors  would  iH>t  quit  the  admiral^  bi^t  ftaid^  i^d  epde?VOttred 
at  his  commapd  to  put  out  the  fire,  which,  in  (jpi(e  of  all  tbeij^ 
efforts,  they  could  not  do ;  and  fo  t^qf;  pcrifhed  together,  thq 
ihip  blowing  up  about  noon  s^  Th^.  Dutcli  write^  giye  a.  differ 
rent  account  of  th^s  matter  \  they  iay,  that  the  earl^  and  one  of 
his  fons,  were  fmotbered  in  the  long-boat,  by  the  crew  jumpii^ 
in  upon  them  ^  I  which  cannot  be  true,  fin^e  the  g^uine  caufi; 
of  the  earF3  remaining  on  board  was,  his  apprebenfio^  that  hq 
might  be  taken  in  the  long-boat,  and  made  a  (pe£lacle  to  thq 
Dutch  I  the  fame  thought  which  occurred  to  the  duke  of  Albe* 
inarle^  and  determined  him,  in  cafe  nc(  otbec  yray  yras  leftj  tq 
.^low  up  his  (hip  and  himfelf. 

SucK  as  afcribe  this  refolutio^n  to  ^he  ^fefentmen^  of  what  hi^ 
royal  highnefs  bad  faid  the  evening  before,  afperfe  one  great 
man's  charaAer,  in  order  {o  ts^niih  another'iS.  It  ist  a  ftrange 
pleafure  that  feme  malevolent  people  take,  in  attributing  the 
nobleft,  af^ions  to  the  wprft  motives,'  and  always  prefuming  tha^ 
to  be  the  fpring  of  a  man's  condu£l,  which  feems  lea(^  fit  to  b^ 
|b.  In  this  cafe,  from  the  temper  of  the  pexfon,  and  the  ctr- 
cumftances  attending  his  death,  there  is  the  higheft  reafon  in  the 
world  to  prcfume,  that  he  (acri(iced  bimfelf  from  a  principle  o^ 
public  fpirit.  'VV'hy,  thent  fliould  we  be  fo  inhuman^  as  to  fancy 
(e  did  it  from  private  pique?  The  ancient  Romans  would  have 
had  nobler  notions : '  they  would  have  faid,  he  devoted  himfclt 
for  his  country,  and  merited^  by  his  manner  of  dying,  the  vic- 
tory which  enfued* 

t  Gazette,  May  30,  161%,    See  alfo  p.  it».  h  Bafiuge  ajioalrs  des 

provinces  miei,  ton.  ii,  p.  ig8«    Le  Gere  hifioire  des  proviooes  uniesy  torn. 
iil.  p.  3»5« 

His 
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His  lpcdfiui^*s  body  W9S  Sofaud,  s^ar  a  fbrtnight  afcei^irardsi 
|Mid  the  kiag  tefii&cd,  by  th^  hpnooa  be  {nid  tQ  the  corpfc, 
hov  much  he  adqfiired  the  mao^  hov  fenfible  of  his  hard  fate,"* 
jmd  hpw  wilUfig  he  ^as  tp  miogle  with  the  duft  of  his  ancefiorsj^ 
ibe  remains  of  fpcb  at  died  gloripufly  io  it^ir  country's  fer?icc 
The  hCt  ftands  thus  in  the  Qazette^ 

Harwichs  Tune  xo. 

f<  This  day  the  bqdy  of  the  right  honourable  Edward  earl 
f<  of  Sandwich,  being,  by  the  ordeir  upon  his  coat,  difcovered 
f  ^  floating  on  the  fey ,  by  one  of  his  inajcfty*«  ketches  was  takea 
f  <  up,  aod  brought  into  this  port ;  where  Sir  Charles  Littleton, 
u  the  gOTemor,  receiving  it,  took  immediate  care  for  its  em- 
!<  balmiog»  and  honourable  difppGng,  till  his  maje^s  pleaiuro 
**  fliould  be  known  concerning  it ;  for  the  obtaining  of  which; 
f<  hia  majefty  wa«  attended  at  Whitcball,  the  next  day,  by  the 
l<  mafter  of  the  faid  yeflel,  who,  by  Sir  Charles  Littleton's 
f  <  order,  was  fent  to  prefent  his  majefty  with  the  George  found 
<<  about  the  body  of  the  faid  earl,  which  remained,  at  the  time 

V  of  its  talking  up,  in  eisery  part  unblemiflied,  faving  feme  im- 
^<  preffions  made  by  the  fire  upon  his  face  and  hreaft :  upon 

V  which  his  majefty,  out  of  hia  princely  regard  to  the  great 

V  deferyings  of  the  faid  earl,  and  his  unexampled  performances 

V  in  this  laft  a£t  of  hi$  life,  hath  ivfolTed  to  have  his  body 
</  brought  up  to  London,  there,  at  his  charge,  to  receive  the 
i*  rites  of  funerjU  due  to  his  great  quality  and  merits  >. 

<<  The  earl  of  Sandwich's  body  being  taken  out  of  one  of  his 
«<  ma|efty%  yachts  at  Deptford  on  the  3d  of  July,  1672,  and 
**  laid  in  the  mpft  fplemn  manner  in  a  furoptuous  barge,  pro- 
\*  ceeded  by  water  toWeftminfter-hridge,  attended  by  the  king's 
**  barges,  his  i:oyal  bighneft  the  duke  of  York's,  as  alfo  with 
^<  the  feveral  barges  of  the  nobility,  lord-mayor,  and  the  feve* 
<<  ral  companies  of  the  city  of  London,  adorned  fuitable  to  the 
<(  melancholy  occafion,  with  trumpets  and  other  mu6c,  that 
<<  founded  the  deepeft  notes.  On  pai&ng  by  the  Tower,  the 
<<  great  guns  there  were  difcbarged,  as  well  as  at  Whitehall  | 
«  and,  about  five  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  body  being  taken 
<<  put  of  the  barge  at  Weftminfter*bridge,  there  was  a  proceffion 

i  OiKCtte,  lone  !}» i6jh. 

«  to 
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^<  to  Che  abbey^chiircb  with  the  higheft  magtifficence.  Eiglit 
«<  earls  were  aAftanc  to  hn  fott  £dward,  earl  of  Sandwich,  chtef 
0  modrneri  and  moft  of  the  ntMiky  and  periods  of  quality  in 
f*  town  gave  their  affiftaiice  to  his  mtenhent  in  the  duke  of  Ak 
«<  betnarlt's  vatrit^  in  the  ootfh  fide  of  king  Henry  VII/s  dka^ 
<<  pel,  where  his  remains  are  depofited.*^ 

After  this  account  of  the  refpaft  (hewn  by  his  fovereign  to  his 
dead  body,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  fubjoin  fome  ioftaoces  of  the 
tribute  paid  by  illuftrioas  perfons  to  his  memory.  We  WiQ  be* 
gin  with  the  late  duke  of  Bnckinghamfliire,  who,  hamg  gitctt 
us  an  ac<^unt  of  the  battle  in  Sooth  wold-bay,  condudea  it  thos  t 
<<  The  enemy  had  no  fuccefi)  to  boaft,  except  the  bomii^  duf 
^  Royal  James,  which,  having  on  board  her  not  only  a  thou- 
«  fand  of  our  heft  men,  but  the  earl  of  Sandwich  himfelf,  Tice- 
<<  admiral  of  England,  was  enough  almoft  to  ftyle  it  a  viAory 
«  on  their  fide,  fince  his  merit  as  to  fea  affairs  was  mdft  extra- 
«<  ordinary  in  all  kinds/'  >  Bifliop  Parker,  after  a  pompons  de- 
tail of  this  bloody  difpute,  proceeds  in  thefe  words :  •*  The 
<<  Engliih  loft  many  volunteers,  and  ten  captains  of  (hips; 
<<  amongft  thefe  were  the  earl  of  Sandwich,  and  Dtgby  fon  cs( 
<<  the  earl  of  Briftol,  who  almoft  alone  fought  with  the  third 
<c  fquadron  of  the  Dutch :  yet  at  length,  when  Digby  was  fliot 
•<  through  the  heart,  and  the  <hip  that  he  commanded  was 
^  bored  through  with  mnumerable  (hot,  the  feamen  with  drflS. 
<'  culty  brought  her  into  the  harbour ;  but  Sandwldi,  halving 
^  miferably  (battered  feven  of  their  fliips,  and  beat  off  three 
^  fircpfhips,  at  length,  being  overpowered  with  mraibers,  fell  a 
**  facrtfice  for  his  country ;  a  gentleman  adorned  with  all  the 
^  virtues  of  Aldbiades,  and  untainted  by  any  of  his  vices ;  of 
<<  high  binh,  capable  of  any  bufinefs,  full  of  wiftiom,'  a  great 
«  commander  at  fea  and  land,  and  alfo  learned  and  eloquent, 
^  aftable,  liberal,  and  miagnificent/'n  Gerard  Brant,  who  is 
never  partial  to  any  but  his  own  countrymen,  after  a  full  account 
of  the  valour  with  which  the  earl  defended  htrafelf,  and  which 
he  ftyles  unfortunate  cotcrage,  is  pleafed  to  fay ;  <'  Such  was  the 


k  Otxcttc,  July  4,  Iff?!.  '  Dokc  of  Buckirghimfhire*!  works,  vol. 

ii  f .  15.  ^  BiOiop  Parker**  hiftory  of  his  own  times,  p.  151. 

«  fate 
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<<  fate  of  this  noble  pecTi  wUo  was  vice-admiral  of  England ; 
<<  a  man  cquallj  brave,  knowings  anA  of  a  moft  engaging  be* 
'<  haviour  i  one  who  bud  rendered  his  ibvereign  the  greatcft 
<*  fervicea  not  onlj  in  the  field,  but  in  the  cabinet,  and  as  an 
<<  angibafiador  in  foreign  courts/*^*  Sir  Edward  Walker,  who 
v^rote  an  hiftorical  aiccoont  of  the  knights  of  the  garter,  a  work 
which  it  were  to  be  wiflied  his  fucceflbrs  in  his  office  had  conti- 
nued with  like  ilnparcif^ty,  gives  the  earl  of  Sandwich  Hiis  cka^ 
raAcr :  <<  He  was  a  perfon  of  extraordinary  parts,  cenrage,.* 
<<  fidelity,  and  affability,  and  juftly  merited  all  the  hoo9«rs  that 
^  were  conferred  upon  him/'^ 

Tfaefe  teftimonios  from  friends  and  foes,  (for  the  duke  of. 
BttckingfaaaEiihire  and  the  biihop  of  Oiiford  were  of  a  party  not, 
ihocb  inclined  to  favour  the  earl  of  Sandwich),  firom  ftrangera 
as  well  as  his  own  countrymen,  are  inconteftibie  proofs  of  this 
peat  man's  abilities ;  and  therefore  ]  was  in  fome  dioiibt,  whe«. 
ther  I  (hould  add  the  following  poetical  complim^t  to  bis  me* 
Boory ;  but  when  I  confidered,  that  it  ovght  provo  a  hint  to 
tE^mc  abler  poet  to  do  juftice  to  fo  fublime  a  fttbjoft,  I  thought 
the  reader  would  not  be  difpleafed  willh  the  fight  of  a  few  lines, 
which  have  not  hitherto  been  pnbliftod* 

EPITAPH. 

Adorned  with  tUes,  but  from  wrUu  great, 
NapTUMB  at  fea,  and  NssToti  in  the  ftate ; 
Alike  in  council  and  in  fight  lenownM ; 
Oft  with  fiiccersi  with  merit  sdways  crownM : 
No  heart  more  honeft,  and  no  head  more  wife,  * 
A  SOLDIEU,  SBAM AN,  sTATBSMJrN,  here  he  lieil 
Tho'  brave,  yet  gentle;  though  fiAcere»  not  mde ; 
Juftice  in  camps,  in  courts  he  truth  purfu'd. 
Iiiving,  he  rais'd  a  deatblcfs^  fpotlcfs  napue  i 
And,  dying,  foar'd  above  the  rQich  o£  fame. 

n  Vie  dc  Ruyter,  liv.  xl.  ^  HtHonca!  account  cf  thcknigliti  ofttic 

gUfCcr,  MS.  before  ciud. 

Readcf, 
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Resider,  if  Englifr^  ftop  the  falling'tear  I 
Grief  ihou'd  not  wale  on  him  who  felt  no  fear : 
He  wants  not  pit7-2-ct)ti'd  his  afhcs  fpeale, 
Thefe  gen'roos  founds  wou'd  from  the  ffiarbl6  hreak : 
•*  Goj  fcr^  thy  country,  wBilc  Oot>  fpares  thee  breatU^ 
.  <<  Live  as  I  WA^  and  fo  deferre  my  death/ 

•  Wfi  bught  iieit  Hb  fay  ibniething  of  prince  Ruf  ttfr,  who 
cbtnmanded  the  Englifh  fleet  often,  end  with  greftt  afppfaufe.  To 
j'un  th^ongh  his  nidnorable  a^^enturfes  would  take  Up  too  zhoch 
time,  and  deviate  likewife  from  the  intention  bf  this  tre^itife :  we 
ihtll  therefore  touch  briedy  tipon  thdfe  tircumftances  of  his  cob-* 
du£b,  which  more  immediately  relate  to  hift  capdtity  as  a  fca^ 
officer,  and  leave  his  other  anions  to  the  care  df  fome  faithful 
hiftorian,  who  may  incline  to  tranfmit  them  to  pofterity  in  the 
manner  they  deferve;  For  though  it  cannot  be  denied;  that  this 
prince  had  his  failings,  and  chat  thefe  might  have  fome  bad 
efkOi^  on  the  affairs  of  king  Charles  L  yet  it  mufl  likewife  be 
confefKsd,  th&t  he  did  that  motiarch  great  fervices^  and  that  hi# 
""  errors  have,  been  much  heightened  by  the  Otill  as  well  as  paiC 
tiality  of  fome  who  have  decried,  thetti. 

He  was  the  third  fon  of  the  eledor  palatine,  fome  time  ftyled 
king  of  Bohemia,  by  the  princefs  Elifabeth,  eldeft  daughter  td 
king  James  I.  and  was  confequently  nepnew^o  king  Charles  t. 
His  education!  like  that  of  moft  German  princes,  efpecially 
younger  brothers,  qualified  him  for  arms  \  and  fuch  a^  have 
been  leaft  inclined  to  favour  him  adroit^  that  he  was  extremely 
well  fitted  in  refpeA  both  to  natural  abilities^  and  acquired  ac- 
complifhments,  for  a  groat  commander  K  When  the  Unbappf 
civil  wars  broke  out  here,  he  came  and  offered  (ms  fword,  wbed 
fcarce  of  ^Ci  to  his  unclCf  and  through  the  wl^ok  war  behaved 
with  great  intrepidity  ^and,  on  many  occafions^  his  endeavonra 
were  attended  witK  very  extraordinary  focceis^:  to  reward 

P  The  faireft  chan^Iter  t  have  me(  vrtth  of  this  gafUrtt  pnncc,  is  In  Sir  Philip 
Warwick*!  memoirs,  p.  ii^.  #hich  U  tnnifcribed  by  Echahl  Tosbhtt  h*7(lorf«  The 
reader  nay  Ukewile  ooaiiih  Claiendon,  Whidocke,  and  the  other  hiftoiiani  of 
thofe  times*  ^  Clarendon's  hiflory  of  the  reb^fltoo,  vol.  it.  p.  674* 

the  noble  hidoriMi  informs  ns,  ih*x.  his  majefty  referved  the  command  of  geneiaJ 
of  horfc  for  his  nephew ;  having  difpofed  of  that  of  the  fobt  to  $tr  Jacdb  A(hl^ 
aod  that  %f  the  army  to  the  earl  of  Lindfey; 

whtchy 
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ucb,  as  well  as  that  pofteritf  might  have  a  juft  idea  of  the 
leafe  hi^  majefty  eiiteitaiaed  of  his  great  merits  that  prince,  faa- 
Ving  firft  ele£led  him  into  the  moft  noble  order  of  the  garter^ 
k]id,  hy  his  letters  patents^  bearing  date  at  Oxfordi  the  19th  of 
January^  ii\  ibc  spth  year  of  his  reign,  make  him  a  free  deni- 
zeiil  and,  on  the  24th  of  the  fame  month,  advanced  him  to 
the  dignity  of  a  peer  of  £ng1and>  by  the  title  of  earl  of  Hoi- 
denicfle,  and  duke  of  Cumberland  %  When  the  war  was  over, 
he  went  alwoad  with  a  pais  from  the  pariiameht '  ^  but  when 
the  fleet  revolted  to  the  prince  of  Wales,  he  readily  went  on 
hoard  it^  where  he  diftingniihed  himfclf  by  vigorous  counfels  ; 
vrhich^  however,  Were  not  followed  }  but,  on  the  return  of  the 
fleet  to  Holland^  the  edmmand  of  it  was  left  to  him*  He  then 
faibd  to  Ireland,  wheve  be  endeavoured  to  ihppgtt  the  king's 
-finkibg  cauTe  ;  but  was  quickly  purfued  by  the  parliament's  fu* 
|>er9or  fleet,  ottder  Popham  and  Blake,  whO)  in  the  winter  of 
the  year  1649,  blocked  him  up  in  the  haven  of  Kinfale,  whence 
he  efiraped)  by  boldly  puihing  through  theit  fleet  (  an  action  as 
fuccefsful  in  the  event  as  brave  ih  the  intentbn  ^ 

After  this  efcape^  he  proceeded  to  the  coaft  of  Spafai,  where, 
Bt  firft,  he  was  treated  with  fome  refpeA  \  but  iVhen  it  wa9 
known  that  the  parliament  had  a  better  fleet  at  feaj  and  wen^ 
%ery  intent  <Xk  purAling  and  cruihing  his  highhefi,  the  Spaniards 
becan^e  afraid  of  fliewing  him  any  mark  of  favour  i  and  there- 
fbre>  when  two  or  three  of  his  (hips  w^e  diftrefled,  and  ran 
lifliore,  they  plundered  the^,  and  prefled  the  men  into  their 
iervice  ^.  This  w«  need  the  Icfs  wonder  at|  if  we  conflder  that 
captain  Young  burht  the  Antelope^  one  of  the  prince's  (hips, 
in  the  harbour  of  Hdvoetfluys,  without  any  refpe^  to  the  au- 


^  DfldaU't  baroaigCy  Vol.  iK  p.  471.  *  See  the  third  article  mf  the 

treaiy  for  the  fiitrendcr  of  Oicford  to  Sir  Thomas  Fairlax,  in  Whitlockc's  me- 
moriik,  f*  2I«,  2 1 3^^215*  t  Clare  nJon't  hiftory  of  the  rebellion, 

voU  V.  p»  137*  Seealfopk  184*  Moderate  iiiteJligrncer,  N**.  22i.  fayi,  the 
prince  ajMl  fait  brother  had  been  at  ^^'eiLford,  to  i  other  hovens,  with  a  vie«  of 
obtaioing  failorf  to  man  their  fhipi,  the  better  to  enable  them  to  beat  ofT  thofe 
Velods«iig  to  the  parliameni,  vho  blocked  them  op ;  bat  that  a  ftrong  (boih-weft 
wind,  vhieh  then  happened  lo  be  io  that  quarter,  wouidj  in  all  likelihood^  favc- 
Ibeai  the  trouble.  u  See  p.  2 1. 

Vol.  II.  H  h  tbority 
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thority  of  the  ftates-general,  even  in  their  own  ports  ^  \  amt 
this,  it  is  {aid,  incliaed  them  to  a  war  with  England.  -  For  ob- 
icrTing  the  temper  of  the  parliament,  and  the  growth  of  dieir 
liaval  power,  it  was  eafy  for  the  Dutch,  to  forefce,  thdt  nothing 
bat  a  vigorous  refinance  couM  defend  th^  trade,  or  prefer ve 
them  from  fubjedUon,  y> 

From  the  coaft  of  Spain  the  prince  failed  to  Lilbon,  and  was 
quickly  foUowed^  thither  by  Blake,  witli  a  fquadron  of  eighteen 
.£iii.  We  ha^e  already  given  fbme  account  of  this  expcjlition  ', 
and  of  his  being' at  laft  forced  by  Blake  t&  leave  that  port,  and 
betake  himfelf  again  to*  the  Mediterranean ;  and  therefore -here 
I  fhall  only  obferve,  that  it  was  chiefly  the  high  vcfpe£l  paid  to 
prince  Rupeft's'perfon>  that  enabled  faitn  to  keep  the  iea  with 
his  fquadron,  which  was  now  become  too  final]  to  jbe  called  a 
'fleet  y.  On  the  5th  of  November,  1650,.  general  Blake  deftroy- 
'  ed  the  Roebuck  and  the  Blaclc  Prince,  two  of  tli«  beft  Oups  he 
Jiad  remaining,  while  his  highneis  in  the  Reformation,  and  his 
brother,  prince  Maurice,  in  the  Convertine,  or,  as  other  writers 
fay,  in  the  Swallow,  failed  into  the  Adriatic  fea,  and,,  after  ta- 
king fome  prizes,  returned,  after  Blabe^s  departure,  into  the  port 
,of  Toulon,  wkcve  they  diipofed  of  them,  paid  their  iailors^  and 
provided  for  a  more  diftant.  expedition '» 

It  rouft  be  obferved,  that  though  this  kind  of  behaviour  ia 
prince  Rupert  exafperaced  the  parliament  againft  him,  and  was, 
in  reality,  as  l.bave  dfewhere  owned,  a  vjery  nnjuftifiable  prac- 
tice s  yet  it  was,  on  the  other  hand,  the  fource  of  the  parlia- 
ment's  power  at  fca,.  which  they  would  otherwife  have  (carcc 

^  Chrcudow^  hil^ory  of  ike  rebeilton,  v«|.  ▼.  p.  307.  H*»th»«  dironkte. 
f.  254*  Whitlorke^  memorials,  p.  410,  412,  who  fays,  that  complaint  being 
made  to  the  ftatei,  by  the  ktpg,  of  rhis  bafe  aOioo,  they  ordered,  ?hat  hU  ma- 
jefly^  if  be  plea  fed,  (hoold  be  at  liberty  to  do  the  like  to  any  of  tkt  rcfCcU 
belonging  to  the  parliament,  tn  any  of  the  harbonrs  withiiv  their  daminiont, 
X  See  p.  1 2..  y  IhiJ.    See  tflfo  lord  CI  irenden^  hIAory  of  cbe  re- 

bellion, vol.  ▼.  p.  340.  Brief  relation  of  afTairf  civil  and  military,  N^.  stv.  p. 
rr,2»    Mifccllanea  Aolica,  p.  igr,  147-  «  Heath's  chrooicic,  p.  27$. 

Whitlocke'i  memoriali,  p.  475,  476.  Amongft  other  iuconvetiirnctet  flouring 
from  this  praAice,  the  prince's  eiamplc  was  no  fmall  ooe.  \l^hen  be  coiMic« 
(ccnded  to  live  by  privateering,  no  body  waf  aihamed  to  Cake  tip  the  trade;  Co 
Lhjt  from  Bun,  GueriUcy,  J^rfey,  and  the  Scilly  tftindt,  there. ifTttcd  whole icclt 
of  corfairs* 

thought 
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tboDgbt  of  maiutaining  i  but  finding  themfelves  on  a  fudden  oa  > 
bod  10*018  wUb  Spainy  embroiled  witb  France^  diiliked  by  the 
Dutcb»  and  at  open  war  witb  Portugal  $  they  were  obliged  to. 
cultivate  a  naval  force  witb  their  outmoft  care ;  in  which,  aa 
thej  applied  tbeoilelves  to  it  with  diligence,  it  muft  be  admitted 
they  were  very  fuccefsful,  and  had  quickly  fo  n>any  fquadrons 
well  manned  at  feai  as  made -them  terrible  to  all  the  world  '• 

Prince  Rupert's  fquadron,  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  1651, 
^led  again  for  the  Streights,  confining  then  of  no  more  than 
five  men  of  war«  and  two  fir^jQiips.  There  he  began  to  take 
Spaniih  fl)ip6>  by  way  of  reprifal,  for  the  refpe£l  they  (hewed 
tbe  parliament^  till,  finding  himfelf  hard  prefied  by  Penn,  he  re*, 
iblved,  having  indeed  no  refource  befides,  to  fpUow  his  brother 
into  the  Weft  Indies.  This  projeA  was  owing  to  the  lord  Wil- 
loughby's  engaging  Barbadoes  and  the  Leeward  iilands  co  declare 
for  the  king,  when  ati  other  colonies,  except  Virginia,  had  fub- 
mitted  to  the  parliament.  This  defign  might  poflihly  have  proved 
more  focceisful,  if  prince  Rupert,  on  his  arrival  in  thofe  parts, 
had  applied  himfelf  to  the  prefervation  of  the  We&.  India  trade  \ 
but,  inftead  of  this,  both  be  and  prince  Maurice  continued  to 
cruize  upon  the  Spaniards,  uU  the  htttr  peri&ed  at  fea,  and  the 
former  £Dund  his  (hips  in  fucb  a  /battered  condition,  that  it  was 
•  abfoltttely  neceflary  for  him  to  return  into  Europe  ;  which  ac* 
cofdingly  he  did,  and,  in  ithe  clofe  of  the  year  1652,  arrived 
iafely  in  Brittany,  where  be  difpofed  of  bis  prizes,  paid  his  fea- 
men  as  fiu*  as  it  would  go,  and  for  the  preTent  laid  afide  bis 
command  as  an  admiral^.  His  coadu£l  en  this  occaiion  is  very 
harihly  reprefented  by  the  earl  of  Clarendon,  who,  as  he  never 
lived  in  any  great  terms  of  friendfliip  with  him,  might  poflibly 
conceive  worfe  of  his  proceedings  than  they  deierved*  This  is 
certain,  that  the  noble  hiftorian  was  greatly  miftaken  in  what  he 
fays  of  the  prince's  deferting  the  king's  fervice  on  his  gobg  back 
into  Germany;  for  we  have  imdenlable  tedimonies  of  the  con- 
trary, and  feveral  letters  of  bis  are  yet  extant,  whereby  it  appears 

«  Let  the  reader  compare  what  I  have  obfervcd,  with  the  fai^c  mentioned  hy 
'Wbitlocke*  Ludlow,  and  Carrington,  in  hit  life  cl* Cromwell,  and  he  will  fee  the 
troth  of  it  immediately.  b  Clarendonfi  biftary  of  the  rebeHioOy 

wol.  V.  p.  5»3— J»5i  510—521,  527.     See  aifo  p.  ii, 

H  h  2  that 


244  M  £  M  O  I  R  S    af 

that  he  tktgocMti  with  {trctsA  prince^  of  the  empire  on  hh  ma* 
jefty's  behalfi  and  beha?ed  towards  him  on  all  pctafio;i$»  iti  M^ 
exilCj  (after  the  quafrel  at  Paris)i  with  all  the  duty  imd  defe^ 
rtnce  that  he  could  have  (hewQ  him  on  the  thronef . 

On  the  kipg'«  reftoratio^i  prince  Rupjfrrt  was  invited  iotp  Eng* 
landji  where  thq  king,  who  had  an  affe^ion  for  him,  gave  hinx 
Taaoi:($  office  worthy  of  his  high  birth^  With  a  view  pf  bo^ 
goring  the  fociety  of  the  Inner  Temple^  his  royal  highneCs  the 
duke  of  Tprk|  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  the  earl  of  £)orfet^  and 
Sir  William  Morrice,  one  of  the  iecretaries  ci  ftate.  were  plea- 
ftd  to  be  admitted  of  that  houfe,  the  duke  of  Tork  being  then 
palled  to  the  bar  and  bench  <>}  and,  or\  tbe  4th  of  November  in 
the  fame  year  (i66t},  his  highnefs  prince  Rupert,  Thomas  ear^ 
pf  Cleveland,  Jocelyn  lord  ^^rcy,  John  lord  Berkley  pf  Strat« 
ton,  and  pther  perfons  o,f  rank,  cohdefcendcd  to  honour  the  H^* 
ciety  in  like  manner'^.  On  the  28th  of  April,  166a,  the  prince^ 
tPgether  with  George  duke  of  Buckingham,  and  John  Iprd  Mid«* 
dleton,  were  fworn  tnembcrs  of  the  privy-councilf  alfo  in  tho 
December  foUowiog,  when  the  ftatdtes  of  the  royal  foriety  were 
prefented  to  the  king,  who  was  pleafed  to  fuperfcri^  hhnfelf 
their  foynder  and  patron  ;  his  royal  highnei^  the  duke  and 
t>rince  Rupert  at  the  fame  time  declared  themfelves  fellows  '• 
By  this  time  bis  highnefs*is  fire  was  in  fome  degree  qualified,  and 
his  judgment  became  cooler,  and  fitter  for  the  difcharge  of  great 
employments  9  when  therefore,  in  th^  year  i6(!i6}  the  king  in- 
truded him,  in  conjunAion  with  the  duke  of  Albemarle,  to, 
command  the  Seet,  he  difcovered  all  the  great  qualities  that 
could  be  de^red  19  an  admiral ;  for,  by  his  happy  return  to  the 
^eet,  on  the  3d  of  June,  he  ravifhed  from  the  Dutch  the  only 
viAory  they  had  the  appearance  of  gaining,  and  afterwards,  on 
the  24th  of  June,  beat  them  efFcftually,  purfued  them  to  their 
own  coaft,  blocked  up  tbeir  harbours,  and  made  them  ienfible 
pf  ^the  fuperiority  of  Englifh  courage,  when  not  opprefied  by 

5  Tbit  \%  Tcry  evidene,  from  aband«oc«  of  \t\\tt%  in  ThnrIoc*j  Hate  pcpcrf^ 
>ft-bich  reprefent  his  highaefs  u  a  bnfy  agent  ibr  the  king^  and  particnliily  ffom 
1  letter  of  hit  to  king  Chailcs  II.  dated  Heidelberg,  February  ^,  1656,  vol.  i.  p, 
tf^4*  ^  Pugd»le*s  orig.  jtirtd.  foK  p.  158.  ^  Keiinet*i  chr*>- 

oicle,  p.  555.  f  Mercurius  pnblicos,  N®,  17.  p.  171.     Annals  of  the 

Qoiveilei  p.  54.  C  Spiai*!  biHory  of  the  royal  fociety,  p.  148. 

numbers. 
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imfnberf  \  In  the  autumn  of  the  fame  year^  having  the  ible 
command  of  our  flect^  and  underftinding  that  the  Dutch  wer^ 
f-ndeayouriqg  to  join  a  French  fquadnm  of  forty  fail  under  the 
duke  of  Beaufort,  he  followed  them  dofely  into  Bolloign  road  { 
upon  which,  to  avoid  another  battle,  they  hauled  in  fo  near  the 
fhoie,  at  in  all  probability  they  muft  either  have  been  burnt  or 
funk,  if  a  fudden  ftomi  had  not  forced  the  prince  to  return  to 
St.  Helen'e  bay^  But,  in  the  mean  tiipei  Sir  Thomas  Allen  witbr 
hb  fquadron  fell  in  with  part  of  the  French  ^eet,  and  ufed  them 
io  roughly,  that  they  were  glad  to  betake  themfclrcs  tp  port^ 
^nd.lay  afide  all  thoughts  of  joining  their  aliicsL 

On  hU  highne&'s  return  honte  he  was  kindly  received  by  the 
^ng,  and  grew  into  great  efteem  with  the  nation.  He  nt* 
ways  fteered  cautioufly  betireen  the  faftione  at  court  $  andy 
having  fo  near  ^  re]atiqn  to  his  majefty,  his  highnefe  never 
thought  of  i^pgtbeoiqg  bis  iotereft  by  entering  into  intrigues: 
yet,  on  the  other  hand,  he  never  declined  any  occaikm  that  of- 
fered of  fliewiiig  hinifelf  a  firm  Proteftant,  and  a  true  patriot^ 
fhough  he  knew  that  this  conduA  would  expofe  him  t0  tht 
afperfions  of  Ibme  who  were  not  much  inclined  to  be  his  fi-iends« 
But  the  king,  whp  was  pbligcd  to  govern  too  often  by  parties^ 
Fas  far  from  dtfliking  his  coufin's  condu^  iince  it  gave  him  an 
opportunity  of  ufing  his  counfck,  and  engaging  his  fervices,  with 
the  general  approbation  of  his  people,  which  otberwife  he  could 
not  have  done.  }n  otl^er  refpefls,  the  prince  was  very  loyal,  and 
would  never  be  perA^ded,  even  by  fuch  as  had  a  great  ioduence 
over  him,  to  go  into  any  of  thole  meaiures,  which,  tltough  co* 
iwred  with  fpecious  pretepces,  ferved  in  reality  only  to  diftrds 
the  king,  and  to  didraft  his  fybjefls. 

After  the  breaking  out  of  the  laft  Dutch  war,  and  the  paffing 
the  teft-adi,  his  highneft  was  drawn  from  his  retirement  to  take 
upon  him  once  more  the  command  of  the  fleet.  The  duke  of 
York  had  refigned  his  oiBce  of  lord  high-admiral  ^  the  earl  of 
Sandwich  and  moft  of  the  old  admirals  were  dead  $  fo  that  none 
could,  with  any  decency,  be  called  to  that  important  charge  but 
himfclf  ^.    He  had  never  lived  on  any  terms  with  the  mlniftry 

^  Skioner*s  life  of  general  Monk,  p.  ^S5»    Coke*s  deteAlon,  toI.  ii.  p.  41.- 
Echard,  p.  831.  I  See  p.  118,  1x9.  k  PbUips'f  continuacioii 

of  Heath's  chromcle,  p.  jpr.     Echard*i  hiftory  of  Englind,  p.  693.    Burchcff 
JMY»1  hiHorj,  p.  403, 

who 
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vho  v^trc  ftyled  the  cabal  ;  and  indeed  ic  was  impoflible  he 
fiiould ;  for  they  were  all  perfons  of  the  utxnoft  art,  and  he  was 
cne  of  the  plaineft  men  that  could  be.  The  inethod,  therefore, 
they  took  to  rid  themfdves  of  a  war,  which  they  found  ic  yery 
hard  to  manage,  was,  to  make  fuch  difpofitions  in  tlie  fleet  as 
were  fitteft  to  render  the  admiral  unealy,  from  a  profpeQ  that 
this  might  bring  the  advice  of  making  peace  from  other  hands 
than  their  own  '•  AU  the  captains  in  the  fleet  were  the  creatures 
of  the  duke  of  York,  and  were  told,  though  perhaps  without 
truth,  chat  glancing  at  the  prince's  chara^cr  would  oblige  hb 
roysd  highnefs.  There  needed  no  more  to  (et  thefe  folks  to 
woric :  they  began  to  find  fault  with  every  order  he  gave,  and 
to  mifrepfefent  every  meafure  he  took  \  but  the  prince  quickly 
convinced  them,  that,  inftead  of  hurting  his  character,  they 
would  by  fuch  conduct  totally  deflroy  their  own  <"• 

By  bis  briik  getting  out  to  fea  in  the  month  of  April,  he 
(hewed,  that  he  could  be  adive  in  age  as  well  as  youth ;  and,  by 
(ailing  over  to  the  Dutch  coaft,  he  difcovered  a  readine(s  to  fight, 
which  was  the  old  charaAeriftic  of  an  EhgUfli  admiral.  We 
have  already  given  an  account  of  the  battle  of  the  28th  of  May, 
1672,  in  which  we  had  the  advantage ;  but  it  may  not  be  ami& 
to  copy  a  (hort  paragraph  from  the  prince's  own  letter,  which 
ihews  the  modef^  of  his  nature,  and  withal  his  ftrict  honour, 
and  noble  impartiality,  fince  it  relates  to  the  behaviour  of  one 
who,  he  knew,  did  not  like  him:  <<  S^  Edward  Spragge  alfo 
**  on  his  fide  maintained  the  fight  with  fo  much  courage  and 
**  refolution,  that  their  whole  body  gave  way  to  foch  a  degree, 
**  that,  had  it  not  been  for  fear  of  the  (hoals,  we  had  driven 
^<  them  into  their  harbours,  and  the  king  would  have  had  a 
<*  better  account  of  them.  The  cafe  being  thus,  and  the  night 
«  approaching,  I  juclged  It  fit  to  (land  a  little  oflT,  and  to  anchor 
<*  here  where  I  now  ride."  ** 

The  next  engagement  happened  on  the  jth  of  June,  in  which 
the  advantage  was  more  plainly  on  the  Gde  of  the  Englifh,  as  is 
evident  from  prince  Rupert's  letter,  which  was  immediately  pub- 

i  Sre  ao  cxaA  relatbn  of  che  engagemenrs  and  anions  of  hi5  m«je(Vy*s  Ren 
under  prioce  Rupert.  ">  ICchard,  Burncc,  bidory  of  the  Dutch  war. 

n  This  letter  mikes  a  Hngle  folio  leaf^  aad  ii  dated  at  one  o'clock  in  the  after- 
MooVt  on  the  ap:b  of  May,  1673. 
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liQxod ;  haty  aftec  this  etigagementy  he  found  the  fleet  to  he  fS^ 
miferably  deftttute  of  all  neceflaries,  and,  which  was  worfe^  fo 
iodifierently  manned,  that  be  thought  fit  to  return  home.  This 
meafore,  though  verf  neccflarfy  might  have  been  liable  to  fomt 
mifconftru&ion  from  pofterity,  if  by  accident  we  were  not  fur<^ 
niihed  with  a  trve  key^to  it»  which  was  this :  The  prince  had 
ofcrn  complained  before,  and  the  officers  of  cbe  navy  had  con- 
ibntly  perfuadedtbe  king,  that  there  were  no  grounds^  for  bis 
complaints ;  which  put  his  highnefs  wider  the  nccefiky  of  taking 
this  ftep,  that  the  ihing  might  be  put  out  of  dispute,  and  the  fleet 
out  of  wants*  As  this  (hewed  his  fpirit,  (for  he  brought  the  king 
himielf  to  look  upon  the  (hips),  £0  he  gave  afterwards  as  fbrong 
a  proof  of  his  judgment,  by  carrying  the  whole  fleet  through  tbt 
Narrow  on  the  19th  of  July^  and  appearing  on  the  Dutch  coaft 
a^moft  as  foon  as  they  had  received  certain  intelligence  of  his 
returning  to  his  own  °. 

^  On  the  nth  of  Auguft  he  fought  the  kift  battle  that  was 
fought  againft  this  enemy,  of  which  we  have  already  given  fo 
lull  an  account  P>  that,  in  refpcA  to  the  fa£k,  we  can  add  iu>* 
thing  here :  on  his  return  from  his  command,  tbe  king  enprefl^d 
fome  coolnefs,  which  was  owing  not  more  to  the  arts  of  hh 
highnefs's  enemies,  than  to  the  quicknefs  of  his  letter  in  rektioa 
to  the  laft  fight»  and  the  behaviour  of  the  French  *>;  but  the 

kingli 

^  The  mcmbert  of  the  office  of  ordnance  vindicated  tbemfclTet,  notwUhflABd* 
log  the  king's  view;  boc  whoever  fball  coofider  chat  viodicatioB  aitentivtly,  wit! 
perceive  that  it  is  exttenely  arci6cia),  and  calculated  racbcv  to  fcreeii  ihciftftlvcs 
than  to  clear  up  the  troth  of  the  fa£t.  .P  See  p.  156. 

4  The  reader  may  gncfs  at  the  patticulars  of  thia  letter,  from  the  ibUowtng 
paragraph  of  the  exaA  reUtion,  &c.  in  which  they  are  furamed  up  almoft  in  h\\ 
own  words*  **'  In  the  midft  of  (b  many  intrigocs  of  oppo6ttoii  here  at  home, 
**  To  fuaoy  delays  of  his  coromiflian,  fo  few  powers  contained  in  it,  fuch  fcanty 
'*  number  of  Teamen,  fo  little  aifiirance  of  divers*  chief  commanders,  fnch  fai>- 
lure  of  pruvifioos,  fuch  want  of  ammoaltiun  and  all  other  nece&ries,  fadi 
deceit  of  navy  officers,  foch  non-obfervance  of  orders  at  Tea  amotigft  his  ow« 
£qglt(h,  and  fo  maoifeft  defc£lioas  of  ihe  French  i  not  to  be  (k*ggcTtd  in  bis 
rerolitfit)n,  nor  to  be  pot  ont  of  all  patience  and  prudence  in  aOion,  nor  to 
**  abate  of  his  afic^Uon  and  aeal  for  the  honour  and  fcrvice  of  his  majefVy,  the 
«•  fatf-gu^rd  aiid  intcreft  of  religion  and  the  kingdom  $  in  a  ieafoo  when  fo  mary 
**  Pjpifth  projectors  pUfcd  a  game  under  board,  and  above  too-;  will  be  an  cvcr- 
«^*  lading  argument  of  his  highnefs*s  valour  and  renown,  and  mu(l  needs  be  a 
ftrong  obii^uiion  upon  tbe  king,  the  parliament,  and  the  people  of  England, 
\vho  ate  new  icfc  to  judgr^  whcrbcr  it  was  r{ct  a  wonderful  good  providence 

''  of 
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Icingfs  difpleafure  quicklf  wore  oitc»  «s  the  ioterefb  of  the  ciikL 
began  to  dediae.  After  this  the  prinoe  led  a  quiet  and  (in  a 
great  ineafure)  a  retired  life^  moftiy  at  'WindrorB«aftl«»  of  which 
he  wai  goremor,  and  fpent  a  great  part  of  hk  time  in  the  pro* 
iecutioo  of  chemical  and  phibfopfaii^  experimental  as  wdl  aa 
the  praAice  of  mechanic  arts,  for  which  he  was  very  famoos. 
He  as  mentioned  by  foreign  audxors '  with  applaoie  for  his  ikiU 
in  painting,  and  celebrated  by  one*  of  the  moft  judicious  of  our 
own  for  his  invention  of  mez2i>-tinto  prints,  fince  rifen,  from 
their  fi^ftne^  and  beautyt  into  fe  high  efteem.  He  Uke#ife  dc^ 
lighted  in  making  locks  Cor  fire-arms,  and  was  the  inventor  of  a 
compofition  called,  from  bim,  FatMca's  icbtal»  He  commo« 
fiicated  to  the  royal  ibcicty  his  improvements  upon  gunpowder^ 
fay  refining  the  feveral  ingredients,  and  maki^  it  more  carduU 
ly,  which,  as  appears  upon  ieveral  trials  reported  to  that  learm 
ed  body,  augmented  its  force,  in  companion  of  ordinary  powder» 
in  the  proportion  of  ten  to  one;  an  invention,  which,  though 
too  expenfive  for  common  occafion,  deferves  tobe  remembered^ 
becaufe  in  particubr  caics  ic  may  be  of  fingular  utility  <.  He  aUa 
ncquainted  them  with  an  engine  he  had  concrivod  far  taifing 
water,  and  fent  diem  an  inftrument,  of  which  he  msde  ule,  to 
caft  any  platform  into  perfpcftive,  and  for  which  they  deputed  m 
feled  committee  of  their  members  to  return  him  their  thanksS 
Ua  was  the  inventor  of  a  gun  for  difcharging  feveral  bullets  with 


*■  of  God,  or  one  of  the  moft  memortble  pieces  of  krrkx  ever  dotie  at  fee,  M 
*'  ruftDooat  all  chofe  4ifieiilciei,  and  even  envy  itfelf ;  and,  after  all,  to  bring 
"  home  (be  fleet  royal  of  England,  wichooc  the  lofs  of  one  man  of  war,  to  hcT 
*'  own  iborc  in  fafety,  to  defpite  of  all  enemiei  that  ddigned  otbenrHe  by  ica  iod 
"  l«»d." 

'  Cabinet  dee  fingolarket  d'archireAore,  torn.  1«  p.  177.  *  Scii}pttira« 

•r  the  hiAory  and  arc  of  caleoj;raphy  in  copper ;  i(»itb  an  ampte  enooieratloii  of 
4An€  moft  reaowned  makers  and  tbeir  workf.  To  which  \%  annexed,  a  new  man- 
Bet' of  engraving,  or  mezzo-tinto,  communicated  by  his  highttefs  prince  Ropcrt 
to  the  autbor  of  this  treatiie,  (i.  r.  J.  Evelyn,  Sf^;),  London,  itftfa,  Svo.  chap. 
vi.  <  Original  regifter  of  the  rsyal  foeiety,  vol*  lu  p.  18 1.    Sprat*s 

biflmy  of  the  royal  foeiety,  p.  a  $8,  where,  by  miftake,  this  powder  ts  faid  to  be 
twenty  timet  at  (bong  as  the  common  j  wbereaa  the  moft  exa6  pityponion  is,  at 
mt  to  a.  <3tem*%  cataiogoe  of  rarities  in  6re(ham*coHege,  p.  366,  mentions  aa 
inilniment  for  aflayiog  and  comparing  the  (Irength  of  powder,  coctrived  and 
prslcntcd  to  the  royal  foeiety  by  prince  Rapert.  «*  Dr«  Birch's  hlftory 

of  the  royal  foeiety,  vol.  i.  p.  a8|,  3x9, 

the 
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tlk  utmoft  rpecd,  facility,  and  fafiety,  which  was  generally  an4 
juftly  admired  •'.  The  royal  fociety  received,  likewife  from  his 
highocfs  the  intimation  of  a  certain  method  of.  blowing  up  rocks 
in  mines',  and  other  fubterraneous.  places  '.  The  yery  ingenious 
and  indefatigable  Dr.  Hook  has  prefenrc^d  another  invention  of 
his  for  making  hail*(hot  of  all  fizes  K  .  He  devifed  a  particular 
kind  of  fcrcwy  by  the  means  of  which)  obfervations  taken  by  ^ 
quadrant  at  fea  were  fecured  from  receiving  any  alteration  by  the 
^nftcadinefs  of  the  obferver's  hand^  or  through  the  motion  of 
the  fliip  '.  He  had  alfo,  amongfl  other  fecfets^  one  that  was 
very  curious,  ajad,  if  preferved|. might  be  very  beneficiali  which 
was  that  of  melting  or  rumning  black  lead,  like  a, metal,  into  a 
mould)  and  reducing  it  back  again  into  its  original  form '.. 

As  to  his  public  character  in  the  lad  ten  years  of  his  life,  it 
^as  chat  of  a  patriot,  which  was  owing  to  the  innate  honefty  of 
his  temper)  ahd  not.  to  his  having  any  liking  to  intrigues.  He 
gave  indpfatigable  attention  to  whatever  appeared  to  him  condu- 
cive, to  the  public  good.  He  was  a  great  promoter  of  the  trade 
to  Africa^  and  a  principal  protefior  of  the  royal  African  com* 
pany,  as  a  proof  of  which,  before  the  firft  Dutch  war  (in  this 
reign)  he  offered  his  majefiy  to  fail  with  a  fqUadron  to  the  coafl 
of  Guinea,  in  order  to  vindicate  the  honour  of  the  crown,  alTert 
^he  juft  rights  of  .the  company)  and  redrefs  the  injuries  done  to 
the.  nation  t  bat  the  king)  unwilling  to  hazard  his  perfon  at  fuch 
adiftancC)  and  in  (b  fickly  a  climate,  though  he  received  the 
motioD.kindly,  would  not  confent  to  it,  but  contented  himfelf 
with  taking  an  oflicer.of  his  recpmniend^cion,  (captain  Holmes), 
imder  whom  th^  fquadroi^  was  fent  ^.  He  was  an  a£live  member 
of  the  council  of  trade.  It  was  owing  to  his  folicitations,  after 
being  at  great  expence  not  only  in  the  inquiry  into  the  value,  but 
in  fending  (liips  thither,  that  the  Hudibn^'s  bay  company  was 
ereAed,  of  which  he  was  the  firft  governor  appointed  by  the 

^*  This.accoont  was  given  by  Sir  Robert  Moray,  who  lived  in  great  intimacy 
^ich  hU  highnefs.  ^  Dr.  '^ircb'v  hiftory  of  the  rojal  Tociety,  vol.  i,  p, 

S3  J.  .  y  Spra(*i  hidory  of  the  royal  fociety,  p.  158.  Micrographia,  p.  ax. 
*  Dr.  Birch*fc  hiiiory  of  ihc  royal  f.  ciciy,  v;  I.  ii,  p.  j8.  •  This  wa» 

iotimated  to  the  fociety  by  Dr.  afterwards  Sir  Chriftopher  Wren;  who,  cxclufive 
Qf  his  excellent  fkill  as  an  architcA,  wn^  ote  of  the  mod  diHingvilhed  virtuofos 
of  chat  ajse  ;  and,  as  iuch,  in  great  cRccni  with  the  prince.  ^  Life  of  the 

ciri  of  CUrendor.,  p.  iij.     6:e  alfo  before,  p.  85. 

Vol-  ii.  .  1  i  ch.nrt^r. 
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charter^.  Id  metnery  of  htm^  a  confideraUe  opening  on 
^aft  fide  of  that  haj,  in  Terra  de  Labradofi  is  called  Rupert's 
River*  In  genera}^  hn  highneis  was  a  great  friend  to  feameBf 
«nd  to  all  learned,  ingenious^  and  pablic-fpirited  peribns,  and 
aflifted  them  with  his  purle,  as  wdl  as  afforded  them  bis  coun« 
tenance..  He  was  concerned  in  the  patent  for  neafed  cannon^  in 
«  glaft-hoofe^and  other  undertakings  for  acquiring  or  improTing 
nianufa£hircs»  for  which  ibme  have  cenTured  kirn  as  giving  en- 
couragement to  projedors'.  But  furely  this  eenfure  is  very  iU 
placed,  fince,  wkhout  fuch  patrons^  induftry  and  ingenqity 
would  want  fupporti  and  many  ufeliil  inventionsy  many  valuable 
diicoveries,  barely  emerge^  and  then  fink  again  into  oblivion. 
But  AriGt  juftice  has  been  done  to  his  highnefsV  many  virtues^ 
and  amiable  qualities,  by  abler  and  move  impartial  judges  % 
^fpecially  in  that  excellent  charsAer  of  him  by  the  elegant  pen 
of  bifliop  Sprat  f.  In  refpeA  to  his  private  life  he  was  fo  juft» 
fo  beneficent^  (b  courteonSy  that  his  memory  remained  dear  to 
ill  who  knew  him.  This  I  fay  of  my  own  knowledge^  having 
often  heard  old  people  in  Berkfhire  fpeak  in  raptures  of  prince 
Robert. 

He  died  at  his  houfe  fn  Spring-gardens  on  th«  29th  ^  No- 
vember, 1682,  in  his  grand  climaAeric,  leaving  behind  him  a 
natural  fon,  ufually  called  Dudley  Rupert,  by  a  daugater  of 
Aenry  Bard  vifcount  Bellemont,  though  ftykd  in  his  £ither^s 
laft  will  and  teftament  Dudley  Bard.  He  received  the  firft  tinc> 
fure  of  letters  at  Eaton  fchoel,  where  the  gentlenefs  of  his  tem- 
per, and  the  modefty  and  amiablenefk  of  his  behaviour,  procu«^ 
red  him  univerfal  cfteem.  His  genius,,  however,  inclining  rather 
to  arms  than'  ftudy,  he  was  placed  under  the  care  of  that  cele- 
brated mathematician  Sir  Jonas  Moore  at  the  Tower.  Here  he 
continued  till  the  demife  of  the  prince,  when  he  made  a  tour  into 
Germany  to  take  poileflion  of  a  confideraUe  fortune  which  bad 
been  bequeathed  to  him.  He  was  very  kindly  received  by  the 
palatine  famHy,  to  whom  he  had  the  honour  of  being  {q  nearly 
allied.     In  1686  be  made  a  campaign  in  Hungary,  and  diftin- 

«  Sec  the  charter  of  the  Hadfon*!  h«y  company,  dated  May  a,  ttf 70,  An.  aidi. 
Car.  i:.  ^  North's  exameo,  p.  52*  ^  Evelyn  oo  medalt,  p«  itft. 

Wrca*s  parental!  •,  p.  113.    Sorbeire,  relation  d*un  Toyage  CaU  en  Anglctcrre,  p. 
»4.  .  f  lliRorj  of  the  royal  ibciety>  p.  159.'' 
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gDiflied  bimfelf  at  the  fiege  of  Buda,  where  he  bad  the  mislbrr 
tone  to  lofe  hb  life,  in  the  month  of  July  or  Auguft,  in  a  defpe- 
rate  attempt  made  by  fome  Englifli  gentlemen  upon  the  fortifi« 
cations  of  that  city,  in  the  twentieth  year  of  his  age,.and,  thgugb 
ib  young,  had  fignalized  his  courage  in  fuch  an  extraordinary 
manner,  that  his  death  was  exceedingly  regreted.  The  prince 
left  alfo  a  natural  daughter,  the  lady  Ruperta,  by  Mrs.  Jkif  argar^ 
Hughes.  Thb  iady  Ruperta  afterwards  married  general  Howe^ 
and  is  iince  deceafed'* 
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admiral  of  the  Red  Squadron. 


A  Man  of  real  integrity,  who  a£t$  always  from  the  di£late$ 
of  his  reafon,  will  be  fare  to  raife  a  high  character,  an4 
to  be  juftly  efteemed  even  l^y  thofe  who, differ  from  him  ever  fo 
widely  in  fentiments.  There  is  an  irrefiflible  ibrce  in  a  folid 
underftanding,  that,  when  informed  by  the  lights  of  experience^ 
fupplies  all  defe£ls  in  education,  triumphs  over  error,  and,  ato- 
ning for  all  pafi  miftakes,  procures  unlimited  confidence,  and' 
the  moft  fincere  regard.  Both  thefe  aifertions  will  appear  to  be 
founded  in  truth,  from  the  following  particulars,  which,  though 
no  pains  have  been  fpared,  are  all  we  have  been  able  to  colle£i 
in  relation  to  Sir  John  Lawfon.  But,  as  even  thefe  are  confi- 
derably  more  than  were  in  the  former  editions,  it  is  hoped  they  ' 
will  give  the  judicious  reader  great  fatisfadiion.  For,  fince  me- 
dals and  monuments  have  been  negle£led,  in  regard  to  both 
which  our  neighbours  the  Dutch,  though  a  nation  eminently 
frugal,  were  wifely  munificent  ^,  it  becomes  a  necefiTary  aA  of 
piety  to  preferve  every  thing  relating  to  the  anions  of  thefe  great 
ii»en,  in  order  that  pofterity,  reaping  the  fruits  of  their  atchieve* 
ments,  naval  power,  and  extenfive  commerce,  may  at  leaft  know 
to  whom  they  ftand  obliged,  and  how  they  were  obtained* 

a  Wood's  fafti  Oxonienfic,  vol.  t.  col.  26S.    £chard*f  hiftory  of  Eoglaod,  p. 
x*^i,     Hiftorimn'i  guide,  p.  148.  ^  Evelyn  of  medtlf,  p.  7|«*75, 

Bafaage  aooalcs  des  provinces  nnier,  vol.  i.  p.  306,  315,  3ttf.     Ger^^rd  van  Looa 
feidoire  netaUique  dei  payi^ii,  vol.  ii.  p.  3tfo,  $19.  Ui.  p«  17^. 
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As  for  this  eminent  commander,  he  was  the  Ton  of  a  perCbfi 
in  low  circumftances  at  Hull,  and  bred  to  the  fea,  either  oh  ac- 
count of  his  own  taking  a  likitig  to  it,  or  that  it  bed  fuited  with 
his  father's  fituation ;  who,  perhaps,  knew  not  otherwife  hov 
to  provide  for  him.  '  In  prbcefs  of  time  tie  obtained  a  (hip  hf 
his  merit ;  and  ferving  in  the  fleet  utider  the  parliament,  was 
inade  a  captain  therein',  for  l^is  extraordinary  defert  K  He  fcr- 
ved  with  great  fidelity  againfl  air  their  enemies,  fo  long  as  the 
parliament  retained  their  power ;  and,  towards  the  end  of  the 
war  carried  a  flag,  together  with  Penn,  under  Monk. 

In  1653,  he  commanded  a  fleet  of  forty -four  fail,  which  were 
fent  over  to  the  coaft  of  Holland ;  and  in  this  expedition,  by 
taking  a  fcarce  credible'number  of  prizes,  his  acceptable  fervice^ 
had  a  great  influence  in  making  the  peace  ^.  On  the  change  of 
the  government,  and  Croipwell's  afluming  the  fupreme. power 
to  himfelf,  he  was  continued  in  his  command,^  and  treated  with 
very  much  refpeft;  but,  it  (eems,  his  principles  did  not  incline 
him*  to  aft  fo  fteadily  under  the  new  gqyernment  as  he  had  done 
under  the  old  ^  As  to  church  affi^irs  he  was  an  Anabaptift; 
and,  in  refpeft  to  civil  government,  he  was  known  to  be  from 
principle  a  republican.  In  all  probability  be  received  thefe  tine- 
turcs  early,  and,  like  many  other  well-meaning,  though  mifled, 
people,  thought  purfuing  his  own  prejudices 'to  be  perfevering 
m  a  good  caufe'.  fie  was  certainly  very  honeft  in  His  condudc 
during  the  civil  wair,  aftirig  altogether  upoii  confcientious  mo- 
tives, which  led  him  to  diflike  the  protedlor  ;S  government,  though 
not  to  refift  it ;  for  he  thought,  that  a  man  might  lawfully  fcrv^ 
his  country  under  any  authority :  and  indeed  this  was  Blake's 
notion,  and  for  the  honour  of  the  men,  and  the  benefit  of  this 
nation,  that  of  molft  of  the  fca-officers  of  thofe  times. 

It  is  very  certain,  that  the  protedlor  Oliver  had  early  intelli- 
gence of  Lawfon's  difaiFeftion.  Colonel  Overton,  who  had 
plotted  againft  Monk  in  Scotland,  had,  in  fome  of  his  conferen- 
ces with  his  friends,  mentioned  vice-admiral  Lawfon  as  a  perfoa 


)  IJoyd*5  litres  of  excellent  perfons,  p.  647.    WhitlockeV  memorlik,  p.  471, 
S69,  564.  k  See  Ludbw's  memoirt,  p.  4$^.    Whiilockc's  meraoriaif, 

P*  5919  5^6,  606,    Mifcellanea  Auiica,  p.  159. 

'   i  This  appears  from  feveral  infopnitions  given  againft  hiin  to  Thurloe,  of 
tfltlrh  ntticc  will  be  afterwards  ukco. 
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npon  whom  they  might  depend ;  yet,  for  all  this,  he  was  em-p 
ployed  and  iiitni(led  to  command  a  fleet  for  the  channel  fervice 
|n  1655  '^^  ^^^  ^^^  Spanifli  war  had  the  fame  effedt  upon  him 
that  it  had  upon  many  officers;  be  looked  upon  it  as  a  flagrant 
z&  of  injufti^e  and  tyranny,  and  began  from  that  moment  to 
enter  into  fchem«8  againft  the  protestor.  True  it  is,  that 
iCromwell  bad  no  joft  motive  for  attacking  Spain  i  but  the  grand 
f  eaibn  why  the  republicans  refented  this  fo  warmly  was,  becaufq 
the  crown  of  Spain  had  made  greater  advances  to  the  parliament, 
(ban  any  other  foreijp  power  ^^ 

There  were  at  the.  fs^me,  time  a  very  formidable  body  of  men, 
who  confplred  alfo  againft  Cro.mwell  on  the  moft  enthufiaftic 
irrinciples,  and  were  ftyled  fifth-monarchy  men,.  With  tbefa 
Lawfon,  Okey,  Rich,  and  other  officers,  thought  fit  to  join, 
becaufe  t|;iey  agreed  with  them  in  the  main,  apd  were  for  pulling 
down  the  prefent  tyranny.  Siccretary  Thurloc,  however,  had 
fttcb  early  and  fucb  clear  informations  of  all  their  proceedings, 
that  they  ^ere  aWe  tp  effect  nothing ;  on  the;  contrary^  April  i  o, 
1657,  major-general  Harrifon,  admiral  Lawfon,  aQd  feveral 
others,  were  committed ;  whicl>  put  an  end  to  their  intrigues  ^. 

When  be  recovered  hi?  liberty,  he  judged  it  proper  to  retire, 
and  very  probably  did  r\ot  imagine  be  (hould  ever  be  employed 
again :  but,  upon  the  61 11  news  of  the  return  of  admiral  Monta^ 
gue  with  his  ^eet  (rom  the  Baltic,  ;he  parliament  refolved  to 
have  it  put  into  the  hands  of  one  in  whom  they  could  confide, 
and  therefore  fent  for  lylr.  Lawfon,  declared  him  vice-admiral, 
gave  him  the  command  of  a  few  frigates,  and  ordered  him  to 
fake  the  charge  of  the  whole  fleet  on  its  arrival  p.  In  his  privacy 

n  This  iDformation  to  Monk  Is  in  Thnrloe's  ((ate  papers,  vol.  Hi.  p.  x8;«. 
'wbcrein  pre'GHent  Rfadfliaw,'  Sir  Anhur  Hafelrigi,  colonel  Pride,  colonel  Cob- 
bet,  cdonel  Aibfield,  md  other  ofljcert,  are  aifo  named,  a  xhe  reader 
mty  find  this  matter  largely  and  clearly  explained  in  a  treatif:  intitlcd,  **  The 
**  world  miflakcn  in  Cromwell,"  which  ii  repriuted  in  the  6rft  voiume  of  ftate 
trails  in  the  reign  of  Charles  IP.  ^  Amongft  Thnrloe's  ftarc  papers, 
Tol.  Tt.  p.  184,  there  is  a  very  large  difconrfe  on  this  matter,  which  feenrs  to 
have  been  a  report  made  to  the  h.'Ufe  of  commons.  This  is  wrong  referred  to 
in  the  index,  where  vice-admiral  Lawfon  is  faid  to  be  one  of  the  fifth-monarchy 
men;  whereas,  from  that  very  paper,  it  appears,  that  he  was  one  of  a  commit* 
IM  appointed  by  the  dtfcontented  officers  in  the  army,  to  confer  with  thefe  fifth- 
tnonarchy  men ;  amongfl  whom  was  Venner,  who  afterwards  made  a  defpeiste 
Attempt  againft  king  Charles  II,  P  Whitlockc's  memori*!^,  p.  690, 
Ludlow's  memoirs,  p.  6CS, 
^  ■'  be 
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*iic  had  converged  with  fotoc  underftanding  cavaliers^  and  came 
to  have  a  true  notion  of  the  foUy  of  (hifting  firom  one  fona 
^  government  to  anotheri  and  the  great  crime  of  fubverting 
the  conftitution  of  onc^s  cottnuy,  to  which  an  abfiditfe  obe* 
dience  is  due.  As  foon,  therefore,  as  he  beard  of  general 
Monk's  march  into  England,  he  refolved  to  co-operate  with  him  ; 
and,  knowing  that  nothing  could  be  done  hot  bj  the  medium  of 
a  parliament,  h«  got  the  fleet  to  declare  roundly  upon  that  head; 
for  which  he  received  their  folemn  thanks  ^. 

When  Monk  came  to  London,  and  many  people  doubted 
what  courfe  he  would  take,  admiral  Lawfon  faid  to  general 
Lttdlow,  «  That,  fince  the  Levite  and  the  prieft  had  pafled  bf 
<<  without  helping  them,  he  hoped  they  had  now  found  aSa^ 
<<  maritan  who  would'.**  This  Ludlow  underftood  in  his  owm 
fenfe ;  but  it  was  certainly  meant  in  another.  The  lieutenant** 
general  himfelf  underftood  this  afterwards ;  for  he  tells  us,  that 
when  Mr.  William  Prynne,  out  of  his  great  loyalty  to  the  bouJe 
of  Stuart,  had  given  the  clerk,  without  order  of  the  houfe  of 
commons,  a  claufe  for  excepting  out  of  the  bill  of  indemnity 
fueh  as  had  taken  the  oath  for  abjuring  that  family,  in-the  coun« 
cil  of  ftate,  he  was  feverely  reprimanded  by  Dr.  Clarges,  bro« 
ther  to  general  Monk,  becaufe  he  fbreiaw  that  this  would  affe£k 
admiral  Lawfon,  to  whom  the  general  was  previoufly  engaged '• 
Indeed,  as  to  the  vice-admiral,  he  came  very  early  and  very 
heartily  into  the  reftoration;  Co  that,  when  the  earl  of  Sandwich 
acknowledged  his  ferrices  in  this  refpeA  to  the  king  in  Holland^ 
he  was  much  carefled,  received  the  honour  of  knighthcKxl,  and 
was  always  looked  upon  as  a  man  fincerely  attached  to  th< 
crown ;  which  was  confirmed  by  all  his  fucceeding  a^ons  K 

On  the  king's  return,  the  fleet,  as  we  have  already  ihewn^ 
claimed  his  early  and  his  earneft  attention.  Henry  VIII.  ere£kcd 
the  navy-board,  which  confided  originally  only  of  the  four  great 
officers,  viz,  the  treafurer  of  the  navy,  the  comptroller,  the  fiir- 
veyor,  and  the  clerk  of  the  zEU  " ;  but  under  fucceeding  reignsi 

«  Gbteodon*«  hiftorjr  of  the  rebellion,   vol.  vt.  p.   704.     Whitl«cke*i  0>e- 
moriils,  p.  691*  r  Ludlow's  memoirs,   p.  81.1  •  *  Ibi4.  woL  ui. 

p.  »4.  ^  CUreodon**  btftory  of  the  rebelUoii,  vol.  vt.  p.  7S8.    Kennct, 

vcL  iH.  p.  S38.    Edurd.    Gokimoa  roOraU,  p.  14^.  and  particulirif  Sir  Ph^ 
lip  Warfitck,  in  bis  memoirs,  p.  4XS'  "Sir  WilUun  Moofvn's  nav«l 

tr«As  in  Churchiirt  voyvges,  vol.  iii.  p.  3x1. 

as 
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9B  the  buGnefs  of  the  board  was  exceedingly  increafedi  others 
were  occafionally  added,  with  the  fimple  title  of  commiffioiiers. 
This  mediod  was  followed  by  the  long  parliament,  and  after* 
wards  by  tbe  rump,  who  appointed  twenty-one,  of  whom  foiir-« 
teen  were  out  of  their  own  body,  and  feven  who  were  not  mem^ 
bers  I  and  of  thefe  Tice-admiral  Lawibn  was  one*.  This  board 
being  broken  by  thefar  diflbltttion,  king  Charles  contented  himfdf 
with  adding  to  the  four  (landing  officers  of  the  navy,  four  com** 
miffioners  at  the  recommendation,  as  tbe  earl  of  Clafendon  ail 
fures  us,  of  the  duke  of  York,  which  were  the  lord  Berkley, 
Sir  John  Lawfon,  Sir  George  Ayfcue,  and  Sir  William  Penn, 
With  each  of  them  a  penfion  of  five  hundred  pounds  a«>year  \ 
This  gave  them  equal  power  with  the  old  members,  whenever 
Aiey  attended  at  the  board,  but  affigned  them  no  particular  em- 
ployments, or  fixed  in  any  degree  their  attendance,  but  left  bis 
inajefty  at  full  liberty  to  fend  them  to  iea  as  admirals,  when, 
ifrhcre,  and  as  often  as  his  affairs  required  ^ 

Immediately  after  the  reftoration  he  was  ient  as  vice-admiral 
to  the  earl  of  Sandwich,  when  he  went  to  fetch  queen  Catherine 
from  Portugal,  and  was  afterwards  empk>yed  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean againft  the  Algerines,  to  whom  he  did  confiderable  da* 
niage,  and  ib  efle^hially  blocked  up  their  port,  that  they  were 
not  able  to  iend  any  of  their  cruizers  abroad.  More  be  might, 
and  certainly  would  have  done,  if  he  had  not  been  difappointed 
in  his  expedatton  from  de  Ruyter,  who,  with  his  Dutch  fqua- 
dron,  was  fent  on  the  fame  errand  *•  Thefe  admirals  differed 
^bout  a  falute  which  de  Ruyter  paid  Lawfon,  and  Lawfon  re- 
fufed  to  return,  as  being  bound  up  by  his  inftruAions.  After 
this,  there  was  no  harmony  between  them :  the  Dutch  admiral 
took  the  firft  opportunity  of  quitting  this  fervicc,  and  flipping 
away  to  Guinea,  which  was  highly  refentcd  by  Ung  Charles^ 
and  alledged  as  one  of  the  caufes  of  the  Dutch  war. 

That  it  may  not  be  from  hence  fuppofed.  Sir  John  Lawibn*s 
refufing  to  falute  de  Ruyter  proceeded  either  from  pride  in  fatmg 

■ 

^  Mercuriui  politicoi,  Jan.  iS,  t659  ^O'  '  Clsrendon*«  life,  p.  141. 

7  Ac  this  time  wc  bad  fcarce  any  board  but  this ;  and  therefore  this  was  con- 
lidered  as  very^cooTenient  means  of  graotiog  ao  adcnir«l  a  comfortabts  fubfif* 
teDCCt  for  employing  his  talents  in  the  fervice  of  bis  country,  when  not  at  lea. 

>  Philips's  continuation  of  Keith's  chrooidr,  p<  satf,  5^8.  Kennel's  hiAor^ 
l>f  £pglaod«  vol.  vot  p.  Z7^« 

or 
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or  from  any. captious  difpoGtijon  in  tbofe  who  drew  his  iiidfoct 
tions,  it  will  be  proper  to  fet  this  matter  in  a  true  light.  The 
Dutch,  to  prevent  th^  ceremoiiy,  to  which  they  were  tied  by 
treaty  of  faliiting  Englifli  fhips  in  their  own  feas,  from  {>afling 
for  an  acknowledgment  of  our  fotereignty  in  thb&.feas,  affe£ked 
to  pay  theih  that  refpe£k  whereH:ver  they  diet  with,  them,  that 
(b  it  might  appear  to  be  Jio  more  than  a. iliere  compliment  to  an 
ally,  and  not  a  mark  of  fubmii&on  to  a  fiiiperior-  The  court  of 
England  very  well  underftopd  this ;  and  therefore^  a(  his  dc^ 
parture  from  the  earl. of  Sandwich's  fleet,  Sjir  John  had  general 
orders  not  to  Arike  his  ilag  to  the  fhips  of  any  prince  or  ftate 
whatever.  Soon  after  this  accident  he  received  inftru&ions  to 
return  bomci  and  to,  leave  the  command  of  his  fquadron  to  cap* 
tain  (afterwards  Sir  Thomas)  Allen,  who  was.appointed  to  iiaifli 
the  war  he  bad  begun  againfl:  the  A1gerii)c;$'. 

Qa  his  arrival  in  Englancl  he  found  the  Putch  war  broke  out^ 
and  that  the  king  hsid  fent  for  him  in  order  to  ferve  under  the 
dukf  of  York^  his  brother,  as  rear*admiral  .of  the  red.  Sir  Joha 
wa&  very  grateful  for  this  honour,  but  at  the  fame  time  told  hi^ 
majefty,  that  he  could  iliew  him  a  more  compendious  way  of 
bringing  the  Dutch  to  reafpni  ihan  by  fitting  out  great  fleets. 
He  obferved,  that  in  the  lall  Dutch  war  they  were  infinitely 
more  diftrdTed  by  the  captures  he  made  after  the  laft  gre^t  bat^ 
tie,  than  they  bad  been  by  all  the  operations  of  the  war;  and  he 
added  farther,  that  the  reafon  of  this  was  not  bard  to  find,  viae 
that  they  were  able  as  a  ftate  to  fit  out  great  Accts  in  leis  timej 
and  at  much  le&  expence,  than  it  was  now  poi&ble,  or  probabl]^ 
ever  would  be,  for  his  ihajeCiy  tp  do ;  and  their  fubjcAs  willingly 
contributed  to  this,  becaufe  they  f^w  the  lieceffity^  and  were 
fenfible  of  the  good  efleSts  i  but  if  very  large  numbers  of  theic 
merchant  (hips  were  taken,  if  their  commerce  .in  general  was 
rendered  precarious j  ahd  many  of  their  traders  by  thefe  misfor* 
tunes  bebatne  beggars,  they  had  Ho  remedy  |  and  that  therefore 
this  .was  the  tender  part  in  which  they  might  be  hurt,  and  ia 
which,  if  they  were  hurt,  they  muft  make  a  peace  on  fuch  terms^ 
as  his  mnjedy  ihould  think  fit  to  preflribe.' 


1  { 

*  Bafnage  annalss  dts  provinces  uoies,  vol.  i.  p;  ?ii.     Phtlips*s  chronicle, 
p.  5* 8* 

This 


Sir    JOHN    EAWSON.  457 

'»•  .  '  '         . 

TB»  advice  was  reje&cd  at  that  time,  becauie  hb  rapl  higbl 

hefs  was  refolvcd  to  go  to  fea,  aiid  it  was  not  thoaght  confiftcsnt 
iwfeh  his  hoiioqr  to  ftahd  on  the  defenfiTC,  and  aioid  fighting  the 
Dutch  fleet :  but  after  Sir  John  Lawfon  was  d^ad)  and  the  ex* 
pence  of  the  war  made  it  exceeding  burdenfome  to  the  king,  he 
began  to  rAeOt  on  the  codnfel  he  had  given  him,  and  refolved 
to  purfue  it  i  but  wanting  proper  dire&ions  in  the  execution  of 
this  fcheme,  and,  to  fpeak  the  truth  plainlj,  havmg  many  dii- 
boneft  fervantsj  who  pretended  to  have  their  Ihtps  well  man^ 
ned,  when  they  had  fcarce  Tailors  enough  to.  manage  them  i>» 
(for  ib  the  thing  appeared  on  a  parliamentary  inquiry),  this  de* 
fign,  as  we  have  feen  elfewhcre,  mifcarried  $  and  yet  this  mif- 
carriage  remains  a  ftain  on  the  niemory  of  Sir  John  Lawibn, 
in  the  judgment  of  fome  writers  ^* 

In  all  things  relating  to  the  fleets  after  the  war  was  declared* 
his  royal  highiiefs  the  duke;  likewife^  confulted  daily,  fays  the  no- 
ble  hiftorian,  for  bis  own  ix^rmation  and  ihftruAion,  with  Sir 
John  Lawfon;  Sir  George  Ayfcue,  aiid  Sir  William  Pehn,  all 
men  df  great  experiisnce}  and  who  had  commanded  iti  feveral 
battles.  Upon  the  advice  of  thefe  men,  the  dUke  always  made 
his  eftimites  atid  all  prbpofitiohs  to  the  King.  There  was  fome- 
what  of  rivalihip  between  the  two  laft,  becaufe  they  bad  been  in 
^qual  command  ;  tbereforie  the  duke  took  Sir  William  Pedn  into 
his  own  Diip;  aiid  made  biih  capUin  of  it,  which  was  a  great 
trufty  and  a  very  honourable  command,  that  exempted  him  from 
receiving  atiy  Orders  but  from  the  duke^  and  fo  extinguifllcd  the 
bther*s  emulation^  the  other  two  being  flag*officers,  arid  to  cbm- 
inahd  feveril  iquadfoils.  Lawfon^  however,  was  the  man  oF 
^xrhofe  jddgihent  the  duke  Had  the  beft  efteem  \  and  he  was  m 
truth  of  a  man  bf  that  breeding,  (for  he  was  a  perfect  tarpawlin), 
a  very  extraordinary  perfon.  He  uhderft'ood  his  profefiion  in- 
comparably well,  fpoke  clearly  and  pertinently,  btitnot  pertina- 
cioufly  enough;  when  he  Was  contradicted.  Ayfcue  was  a  gen- 
tleman, biit  had  kept  ill  company  too  long,  which  had  blunted 

.>  Sec  the  biOory  and  |lroeeedifigt  of  ihe  hoafe  oreommoni,  printed  for  Chan* 
dler,  vol.  ii.  p.  1 1 8.  in  which  there  it  ■  refolotMNi  of  the  hovfe  of  commons, 
rha(y  notwithftandiog  his  majeAy  bad  18,000  men  in  pay  in  difytrfed  (hipt  ii^ 
1667,  dirre  wai  noi  a  /ufr.cient  number  of  (hips  left  tu  fecure  the  riTert  Mf4- 
way  and  Thameii.    ••  ^  Sec  Skinner's  life  of  Monk,  p.  3^7* 

Vol.  II.  K  k  b» 
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his  underft»iding»  if  it  had  been  ever  ftarp.  He  was  of  few 
words,  yet  fpoke  to  tiie  purpofe,  and  to  be  eafily  underftodd. 
Penn,  who  had  much  the  worft  underftanding,  had  a  great 
mind  to  appear  better  bred>  and  to  fpeak  like  a  gentletnan*  He 
had  got  many  good  words,  wJiich  he  u&d  at  adventure ;  he  was 
a  fbrmd  man,  and  ^oke  very  leifurdyf  but  much^  and  left  the 
inatter  more  intricate  and  perplexed  than  he  found  it.  Thefe  are 
the  judicious  Otareodon's  chara£brs  of  thele  three  great  ieamen, 
with  whom  he  was  peribnaUy  and  intimatefy  acquainted  ;  and 
therefore  his  <nvn  words  are  retained* 

Ob  tlie  a  ift  of  April,  1^65,  the  doke  of  York  failed  with  a 
g'Taad  fleet  to  the  ooaft  of  Holland,  himfelf  carrying  the  red  fl^g^ 
prince  Rupert  the  wl^ite,  and  the  earl  of  Sandwich  the  blue* 
Towards  the  latter  end  of  the  engagement,  vhich  happened  off 
Leoftoff  ODthememoraUe  3d  of  June,  that  day  twelve  years  in 
which  they  l^ad  been  beat  by  Monk  ;  Lawfon,  after  he  had  ex- 
ceeded all  that  he  bad  done  before,  was  by  a  mufket-fhot  ii|  his 
knee  difiA>kd  from  envying  that  vi£lory  which  hp  had  laboured 
b  hard  to  gain.  He  did  hot,  however,  die  till  ibme  days  after^ 
s«z.  June  2gi  166$^  when  he  had  the  latisfaAion  of  knowing 
that  bis  country  triumphed,  and  that,  as  he  had  lived,  fo  he  died 
with  glory* 

IV'e  ihaH  here  fobjoiAi  the  earl  of  Clarendon's  account  of  this 
extraordinary  pet&n  in  his  life  lately  pubbflied^  and  that  in  his 
lordflkip^s  own  words :  ^  There  was,'*  fays  he, «'  another  almoft 
<<  irreparable  lofs  this  day  in  8ir  John  Lawfon^  who  was  adaii« 
i<  ral  of  a  fquadron^  and  of  fo  eminent  fkitt  ^nd  condud  in  all 
<<  maritime  occa^ons^  that  his  coonfcl  Iras  moft  coafidered  in 
«  all  debates^  and  the  greateft  foamcn  were  ready  to  receive  ad* 
<<  vice  from  him-  In  the  middle  of  the  battle  he  reoeived  a  fhoc 
*<  with  a  muiket-buUet  upon  ttxe  kneet .  with  which  he  fcR ;  znd 
.«<  finding  that  he  could  no  more  fiand,  and  was  in  great  torttent^ 
'^  he  fent  to  tbcNdufce  to  defire  him  to  fend  another  man  to 
'<  command  bis  ifotp^  which  he  pre&ntly  did.  The  vonnd  was  not 
**  conceived  to  be  mortal,  and  they  made  hafte  to  fond  him  on 
«  (bore  as  far  as  Deptferd  or  Greenwkh,  where  for  fome  days 
<<  there  was  hope  of  his  recovery ;  btit  fhortly,  his  wound  gan-^ 
c'  grened,  and  fo  he  died  with  very  great  courage,  and  pr^fef- 
'<  fion  of  an  entire  duty  and  fidelity  to  the  king. 

^  He 
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^  He  Wis  indeed,  of  all  the  men  of  that  time,  and  of  ^hat 
^  extraOion  and  education,  incomparably  the  modefteft  an4' 
M  wifeft  man,  and  moft  worthy  to  be  confided  in.  He  was  of 
^  Torkfliire,  near  Scarborough,  of  that  rank  of  people  who 
**  are  bred  to  the  fea  from  their  cradle  ^  and  a  young  man  of 
^  that  prcfeffion  he  was  when  the  parliament  firft  pofTefled 
^  themfelves  of  the  royal  navy:  and  Hull  being  in  their  bands^ 
^  all  the  northern  feamen  eaGly  betook  themfelves  to  their  fer- 
**  vice:  and  his  induftry  and  fobriety  made  him  qulckl]^  taken 
^<  notice  of,  and  to  be  preferred  from  one  degree  to  another* 
f*  till,  from  at  common  failor,  he  was  promoted  to  be  a  captain 
'^  of  a  fmall  veflel,  and  from  thence  to  the  command  of  the  beft 
*<  (hips. 

<<  He  had  been  in  all  the  actions  performed  by  Blake,  fome 
<<  of  which  were  very  ftupendous,  and  in  all  the  battles  which 
'(  Cromwell  had  fought  with  the  Dutch,  in  which  he  was  a 
^  fignal  ofiSccr,  and  very  much  valued  by  him.  He  was  of  that 
<(  cla(s  of  religion  which  were  called  Independents,  moft  of 
<<  which  were  Anabaptifts,  who  were  gisnerally  believed  to 
<<  have  moft  averfion  to  the  king,  and  therefore  employed  in 
<<  moft  affairs  of  truft.  He  was  commander  in  chief  of  the  fleet 
<*  when  Richard  was  thrown  out  -,  and,  whci^  the  contcft  grew 
««  between  the  rump  and  Lambert,  he  brought  the  whole  fleet 
*«  into  the  river,  and  declared  for  that  which  was  called  the 
^  parliament;  which  broke  the  neck  of  all  other  defigns,  though 
««  he  intended  only  the  better  fettlemcnt  of  the  commonwealth. 

<«  Nor,  after  the  reftoration,  did  any  man  perform  his  duty 
V  better.  He  caufed  all  perfons,  how  well  qualified  foever,  who 
«  he  knew  were  aflFcAed  to  a  republic,  to  be  difmiffed  firom  the 
<«  fervice,  and  brought  very  good  order  into  his  own  fliip,  an4 
<«  frequented  the  church-prayers  himfelf,  and  made  all  the  fea? 
«  men  do  fo.  He  was  very  remarkable  in  his  affeflSon  an4 
i«  countenance  towards  all  thofe  who  had  faithfully  ferved  the 
«<  king,  and  never  commended  any  body  to  the  duke  to  be 
«<  preferred  but  fuch,  and  performed  to  his  death  all  that  could 
^<  be  cxpcfted  from  a  brave  and  an  honeft  man. 

«  It  looked  like  fome  prefage  that  he  had  of  his  own  death, 
<«  that,  before  he  went  to  fea,  he  came  to  the  trcafurer  and  the 
*«  chancellor,  to  whom  he  had  always  borne  m^h  refpea,  and 

K  k  a  «  fpoltc 
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<'  fpoke  to  them  ia  a  dialed):  he  had  never  before  ufisdi  fwc  h^ 
<<  was  a  very  generous  man^  and  lived  in  his  houfe  decently  and 
<<  plentifullyi  and  had  never  made  any  the  leaft  fuit  or  pretenci; 
*<  for  money.  Now  be  told  them,  tbat  he  was  goiiig  upoii  ac| 
<<  expedition  in  which  many  hpneft  men  muft  lofe  ^beir  liv^i 
<<  and  though  he  had  no  apprehenfion  of  himfelf,  but  that  G09. 
«  would  protefl:  him,  as  he  had  often  done  in  the  iame  occar 
^<  Cons,  yet  he  thpught  it  became  him,  againft  the,  worft,  tq 
<<  make  his  condition  known  to  them,  and  the  rather,  becaofe 
*<  he  knew  he  was  eueemed  generally  to  be  rich.  He  faid.  in 
<<  truth  he  thought  himfelf  fo  fome  few  months  fince,  when  he 
«  was  worth  eight  or  nine  thoufand  pounds ;  but  the  marriagq 
<<  of  his  daughter  to  a  young  gentleman  in  quality  and  fortun^ 
<<  much  above  him,  Mr.  Richard  Norton  of  Southwick  in  Hamp- 
<<  (hire,  who  had  fallen  in  love  with  her,  and  his  father,  out  of 
<<  tendernefs  to  his  fon,  had  confented,  it  had  obliged  him  to 
<<  give  her  fuch  a  portion  as  might  in  fome  degree  make  her 
«  worthy  of  ^o  great  a  fortune ;  and  that  he  had  not  referved 
*<  fo  much  to  himfelf  and  wife,  and  all  his  other  children,  which 
<<  were  four  or  five,  as  he  had  given  to  that  daughter;  he  de- 
«  fired  thcro  therefore,  that,  if  he  (hould  mifcarry  in  this  en- 
<<  tcrprize,  the  king  would  give  his  wife  two  hundred  pounds 
<«  a-ycar  for  her  life;  if  he  lived,  he  defired  nothing;  he  hoped 
*<  he  Ciould  make  fome  provifioii  for  them  by  his  own  indufiryi 
«  nor  did  he  defire  any  other  grant  or  fccurity  ifor  this  two 
<*  hundred  pounds  yearly  than  the  king*s  word  and  promifc,  an4 
««  that  thev  would  fee  it  cffed\ual.  The  fuit  was  fo  modeft.  and 
*«  the  ground  of  making  it  fo  juft  and  reafonable,  that  they  wil- 
^«  lingly  informed  his  majefty  of  it,  who  as  gracioufly  granted 
««  it,  andj  fpoke  himfeU  to  him  of  it  with  very  obh*ging  circum- 
•♦  ftances  ;  fo  that  the  poor  man  went  very  contentedly  to  his 
««  work,  and  perifhcd  as  gallantly  in  it,  with  an  univerfal  la- 
'<  mentation.  And  it  is  to  be  prefumed,  that  the  promife  was 
<«  as  well  performed  to  his  wife.  Sure  it  is,  it  was  eka£Uy  com- 
**  plied  with  whilft  either  of  thofe  two  perfons  had  any  power.** 
It  is  worth  obferving,  that  all  the  writers  of  thioic  time$» 
though  they  differ  widely  in  rcfpedl  to  many  charaflers,  concur 
in  comm^cndlng  Sir  John  Lawfon  as  a  brave,  honeft,  loyal  com- 

mander^ 
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maiideF,  ^od  as  a  very  aUc  and  underftanding  feaman}  and,  a9 
^iicbj  defcrves  to  be  honourably  remembered^. 

.  Sir  Jo^n  Kempthoenb  was  d^fccoded from  a  gaod  hwilj 
in  DevonOiMpe,  and  was  bom  in  tlie  parifli  of  \Vidicombe  in  that 
county,  in  tbe  yes^r  i6.3q.  His  father,  being  a  royalift  and  in  low 
f  ircuipftancea^  was  glad  of  an  opportunity  of  binding  him  ap-r 
prentice  to  the  captain  of  a  tradii^  vcffel  belonging  to  Topfliamt 
with  wbotm  he  lived  very  happily  for  fome  years;  and,  being  a 
young  maQ  of  gopd  natur;il  abilities,  he  attained  an  extraordinary 
degree  pf  knowledge  in  hjs  profeflion,  by  which,  and  by  the 
favour  of  his  maimer,  he  grew  into  great  credit  with  the  moft 
<;minent  traders  in  Exeter,  in  whofe  feryice  he  made  various 
voyages  into  the  Mediterranean,  with  large  profit  to  them,  and 
po  fma(I  reputation  to  himfelf  *.  In  th^  beginning  of  our  wars 
^ith  Spun,  he  diftinguiihed  himfelf  by  a  very  extraordinary  ac-j 
(ion.  He  was  attacked  by  a  large  Spvii^h  man  of  war,  com- 
manded by  a  knight  of  Malta  i  and,  though  the  odds  was  very 
great,  y^  captain  I^empthome  de£ended  himfelf  gallantly,  till  ail 
his  ammunition  was  fpent,  and  then,  remembering  that  he  had 
feveral  large  bags  pf  p^ece^  of  eight  oi^  board,  he  thought  they 
inight  better  ferve  to  s^nnoy  than  enrich  the  enemy,  and  there- 
fore ordered  his  qten  to  load  their  guns  with  filver,  which  did 
fuch  execution  on  the  Spaniards  rigging,  that,  if  his  own  ihip 
)iad  not  been  difiihled  by  an  unlucky  Ihot,  he  had  in  all  proba- 
bility got  clear.  At  laft,  however,  overpowered  by  numbers, 
he  was  b<^rded,  takei\,  and  carried  into  Malaga. 

The  knight)  to  whom  he  was  prifoner,  treated  him  with  the 
ntmoft  kindne{s  and  civility,  carried  him  home  to  his  boufe,  gave 
)iim  the.  free  tife  of  it,  fpoke  of  him  with  much  reipeA,  com* 
inended  his  valour,  to  every  body,  and  declared,  that  he  never 
luiew  a  9iac^  who  deferred  higher  preferment ;  and  after  a  (hort 
flay  in  this  manner,  which  I  can  fcarce  call  a  confinement,  he 
fent  him  to  Eogland..  It  is  a  great  misfortune,  that  one  is  obliged 
to  relate  fuch  a  paffage  as  this,  without  the  proper  circumftances 
of  names  and  dates  i  but,  when  thefe  have  been  flighted  by  fuch 

'  Sir  Philip  Warwick's  neraoin ,  p.  415.  Continuatioa  of  Heath's  cbronicle, 
f,  538.  Kennet's  conplete  biftory  of  England,  voJ.  tii.  p.  176.  Echard's  biilo- 
ry  of  England,  p.  817.    '       <  Priocc'a  worthies  of  Dvron,  p.  437« 

as 


as  firft  commtttcd  the  faft  to  m^kfaig,  thdjr  ztt  Hot  dfter#arA» 
eafily  recovered.  However,  th<trc  eati  be  n6  doute  made  »  i^ 
the  truth  of  the  relation,  fince,  upon  the  credit  of  this  aAion^ 
iraplain  Kemptborme  iM  the  foundation  Of  his  fabfd^pient  fer- 
lunes*  Having  preraifed  thi?,  vre  may  proceed  to  the  fecond 
part  of  this  adventore.  Some  jtzn  afiu&r,  the  faAe  knight  of 
Malta  was  taken  in  the  Streighta  bf  cooiftiodofe  Veii|  and 
brought  prUboer  into  Eiiglatid,  inhere  be  wai  committed  to  the 
fower :  thif  afibrded  the  captain  an  appo^ttiifky  of  nftutning 
all  the  civilities  be  had  received,  and  of  procuring  bis  Uberty^' 
which  he  did  at  hii  own  expence,  and  fbrniflied  him  wU& 
every  thing  neceSary  to  rettim  to  Spain  ^  an  aAion  generote 
and  gtateful  in  itfelfj  and  which  could  not  fail  of  doing  onr 
Englifli  commander  great  honour '• 

After  the  reftoration,  captain  Kempthome  had  ibme  merit  to 
plead,  his  father  having  quitted  the  profeiGon  of  the  law^  ro 
ierve  as  a  lieutenant  of  horfe  in  the  lying's  army^  which  honeS 
md  loyal  a£t  proved  hia  total  ruin.  Whether  this  ot  any  per<' 
Ibnal  intereft  which  his  fon  might  have,  brought  him  into  the 
Aavy,  it  is  not  eafy  to  (ay ;  bat,  foon  after  the  king's  rettnrrt,  he 
was  provided  with  a  {hip,  vi%,  the  Mary  Rofe,  a  third  rate,  car- 
rying forty-eight  guns,  and  two  hundred  and  thirty  men.  In  this 
fhip  he  went  as  convoy  to  a  confiderable  fleet  of  merchantmen 
into  the  Strelghts,  and  in  the  month  of  December,  1^69,  met 
with  a  fquadxxm  of  feven  Algerine  men  of  war ;  by  his  prudence 
and  courage  he  preierved,  however,  all'  the  veflSels  under  his 
care,  and  obliged  the  enemy  t6.fliedr  off,  after  leading  behind 
them  feveral  of  thdr  men,  who  had  boavded  the  Mary  Kofe, 
nnd  were  brought  by  captain  Kempthorne  into  England  <• 

This  gallant  adion  juftly  intitled  hinitaa  flag;  and  fet  it 
tras  fome  years  afterwards  ou(-d<onc,  with'  gveat  fiitisfaCtion  t4i 
the  captain :  for  his  (on,  a  young  gentleman  el  throe  snd  twen*^ 
ty)  in  the  King's  Fi(her,  a  frigate  of  forty-fis  guns,  and  two 
hundred  and  twenty  men,  engaged  foven  Algerines,  three  of 
which  carried  as  many  guns  as  the  whole  fqoadr^n  that  his  f»« 
ther  had  to  deal  whh  ^  and  after  many  Jmurs  figbt^  in  which  He 
was  feveral  times  boarded,  made  them  weary  of  their  underta- 

f  Refirarkible  fea  deff>cfi»ce*,  p.  $««  f  Sit  the  pmfcuUr  relation  ^t 

thii  engagefMdt  eked  bcfaU^  P-  3'4P*     '  ~    ' 

king, 
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king}  and  carried  the  kibg^t  Ihip  &fe  into- a  Spanifir  port^  wkort 
himfelf  died  of  his  wotuida^''. 

As  for  our  hero,  he  iras  in  both  the  Dutch  wars,  and  beha«« 
red  fo  well,  that,  upon  die  dvke  of  Albemarle's  taking  the  cocoif 
mand  of  the  fleet  in  1666,  he  carried  one  of  the  flags ;  and  in 
lite  fupcecding  war  be  ferved  as  rear-admiral,  and  had  the  ho^ 
nour  of  knighthood ).  He  fpent  the  latter  part  of  his  life  in  a 
poft  both  of  profit*and  reputation,  wt.  commifiioAer  of  his  mz^ 
ye&fs  navy  at  Portfmouth :  and  yet  it  is  iaid,  that  he  was  dt& 
gufted  (as  is  frequently  the  cafe)  at  his  being  thns  laid  afide,  ami 
preduded,  as  he  anderilood  it,  from  any  farther  promotion 
which  hb  merit  might  have  intitled  him  to  in  the  navy*  Wc 
faaT&  no  account  of  the  motives  ^hich  might  induce  the  court  to 
flight  a  man  of  iSir  John  Kempthornc's  merit ;  only  we  are  tokl» 
that  he  was  a  very  zealous  Proteftant,  and,  having  been  chiefly ' 
raifed  by  the  favour  of  prince  Rupert,  it  is  probaUe'his  inttreft 
declined  with  that  of  hishighnefs.  Howeva;  it  was,  it  has  beei| 
tranfmitted  to  pofteHty,  that  his  fharp  fenfe  of  his  difappoint- 
ments  (hortened  his  days :  and  thus  a  man,  who  had  with  fitch 
courage  ventured  bis  life  for  the  honour  of  the  crown,  and  had 
done  fuch  fignal  fervice  to  the  milohf  was  facrificed  to  fbme  low, 
fecret,  pitiful  court-intrigue,  and  left  to  wear  away  his  life  in  a 
little  employment,  which  would  have  been  efteemed  a  high  pro- 
motion by  a  perfon  of  a  money-loving  temper,  and  jyUo  had  lefs 
paffion  for  gfory  than  this  worthy  gentleman,  who  ended  his 
days  on  the  19th  of  Odober,  1679,  when  he  wanted  but  one 
year  of  threcfcore.  His  body  lies  interred  on  the  north  fide  of 
the  altar  in  the  great  church  ^t  Portfmouth  ^  and  1  have  ^eard^ 
that  focne  of  his  pofterity  are  yet  remaining  in  DevonOiirp  K 
This  Sir  John  Kempthorne  had  an  elder  brother,  captain  iiimoi^ 
Kempthprne,  who  alfo  diftinguiihed  himfelf  at  fca,  hut  of  wbofe 
adlions  I  can  fay  nothing  particular :  I  (hall  therefore  contenr 
xnyfelf  with  having  thus  endeavoured  to  preferve  his  name. 

The  care  taken  by  the  Dutch,  as  I  have  more  than  once  hint- 
ed before,  to  preferve  the  ^icmoriesof  thofc  who  haye  eminently 
ferved  the  ftate,  by  b^rylng  theqn  at  the  public  e^pence,  ereding 

k  ?rince*f  worthies  of  Devon,  p.  438.  I  Philip»'«  continoat?on  of 

Vt«th*s  chrooicle,  p.  f  f  i«    Bsrchet't  naval  bUl.^ry,  p.  399.    Keonet'j  hiftoif  of 
EflgUad,  vol.  iu.  p.  284.  k  P(|i;^*s  worthier  of  OcvM.  p.  43p. 

for 
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'  far  them  magnificent  tombsj  adorning  thefe  witli* honourable  in* 
fcriptions,  fettling  penfion  on  their  family,  and  by  fuch  aAs  o^ 
gratitude  obliging  all  Hiftoriahs,  as  well  as  potting  it  into  their 
power  to  relate  whatever  concerns  fuch  pcrfoils  carefully  and 
diftinAly,  can  never  be  eiiough  comoiendedl  It  ii  indeed  one  of 
the  greateft  inftances  of  the  wifdom  of  their  govemmentj  fined 
it  fupports  and  encourages  public  fpiric,  hiaintaihs  the  power; 
and  fecui-es  the  reputation  of  the  republib,  which  are  things  of 
the  higheft  confequence  to  focieiy,  ahd  the  four^e  of  that  liberty 
tod  happinefs  by  which  thejr  are  fo  glorioufly  diftinguiQied  froo^ 
their  neighbours*  Happy  had  it  been  for  us,  if  a  like  fpirit  had 
prevailed  here  I  I  (hould  not  then  have  been  obliged  to  apologize 
fo  often  for  omilfibns,  which  I  find  it  iihpollible  to  fupply,  nor 

^  would  there  have  been  bccallon  for  this  remark,  to  ezcufe  thd 
fhortnefs  of  thofe  accoiknts,  which  I  am  yet  to  givej  of  fome  of 
the  greateft  feamen  who  livei  ih  this  reign,  and  who  by  theil' 
gallant  behaviour  juftly  tnerit  the  praife  of  fubc^eding  times. 
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or,  a^  generally  written,  A  Y  S  C  U  E,  Admiral  of 

the  White; 


A 


N  intrepidity,  which  no  danger  iati  cither  difmay  or  diftrafti 

is  that  kind  of  temper  which  diftinguifhes  our  fea  com^ 

manders,  and  has  exalted  the  Howards,  Greenviles,  Blakes^ 

and  feveral  others  that  might  be  named,  into  the  rank  of  heroes. 

It  is  a  difpofition  that  t)eculiarly  endears  an  ofiicer  to  feamen^ 

who  never  fail  to  imitate  his  example^  and  ftotn  a  refolution  oi 

this  kind  fuch  amazing  and  almoft  incredible  events  have  flowed; 

as  (hew  that  high  courage,  when  accompanied  with  cool  and 

ftcady  conduft,  in  which  intrepidity  cbnfiftsj  is  very  different 

from  cither  raflmefs  or  obftinacy,  and  majr  be  juftly  cdnfidered 

as  the  ftandard  of  military  virtue^  slnd  therefore  the  heft  intitled 

to  fame.    This  rare  and  admirable  qiiality,  if  the  evidence  ol 

friends  or  foes  can  eflabliih  thepoffeffion  Of  it  inconteilibly,  was 

never  more  confpicuous  than  in  Sir  George  Ayscu£,  whofe 

merit  was  fo  great,  and  fo  generally  underftood,  that  he  w»l 

preferred  without  envy^  nay,  his  preferments  wefedittectded  with 

fuch 
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fuch  luuver&l  applaufe)  »  at  length,  wfaick  cfteti  happens  in 
popular  ikvtcs'f  reodered  htm  obnozioas  to  kis  iiafters.  This 
did  not  hinder  his  appearing  again  in  a  higher  ftation  witii 
equal  reputation ;  and,  having  often  van^uiihed  enemiesi  he;  in 
the  bft  adioh  of  his  life,  triumi^d  drcr  fort^me. 

He  was  a  gentleman  of  an  ancient  ahd  worthy  family,  (ettted 
at  Somh  Kelfey  in  Linodnfhtre  ^.  *  His  Either,  WilKam  Ay fco«gh» 
or  Ayfcue,  Efq;  was  one  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  priyy-chamber 
to  Charles  I.">,  by  whom  himfeliF,  and  hia  elder  brother  Sir  Ed- 
ward  Ayicue,  were  knighted.  By  intermarriages  he  ftood  allied 
to  fome  as  rerpc&able  families  as  any  in  the  liortb,  particularly 
khe  Savillcs  of  ThcMrnhiU,  the  Cobkcs  of  Wheatly  in  Yorkffiirc«, 
the  WHliamibns  of  Maricham  in  NottmgbamiHire  %  and  many 
others.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil  war,  Sir  £dward  and 
■Sir  Gaovge  Ayfcue  both  adhered  to  the  parliaments,  by  whom 
the  fonher  w^  ap[iointed  one  of  their  commiffioners  to  reiide 
With  the  Scots  army  in  1646^,  and  the  latter  continued  in  bis 
comitKUid  in  the  navy;  and  always  treated  with  the  utmoft  de- 
ference and  refpeA ;  which  made  fuch  an  imprclfion  upon  him, 
that  he  remained  attach^  to  him  with  inviolable  fidelity,  though 
he  had  not  been  promoted  in  their  fervice^  c/r,  except  thole 
teftimotiiea  of  isfteem,  had  received  any  marks  of  their  favour. 

When  a  great  pak  of  the  fleet  revolted  in  the  fummer  of  1648, 
and  fet  colonel  Rainiborough  on  (here,  who  was  fent  to  take 
the  command,  Sir  George  Ayfciie  preferred  his  (hip  the  Lion 
for  the  parliament;  and  brought  her  into  the  river  Thames,  of 
which  he  gave  them  notice^.  This  important  fervice  at  ib  criti- 
tAl  a  c6njun£tnre  was  received  With  great  fatisfii£iion,  and  he 
was  de£red,  with  captain  Moulton;  to  fail  over  td  the  coaft  of 
Holland,  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  Ihips  then  under  the  prince 
of  Wales'.  The  next  year  he  was  declared  admiral  in  the  Irifli 
feas,  and  direftcd  to  relieve  Dublin,  which  was  a  thing  of  the 
titmoft  confcquehce.     This  he  very  fuc^efsfully  performed,  as 

*     1  Canid»  Briunnia,  p.  408  where  the  name  is  writtep  A(hcough.  ">  Ao* 

brey*s  ftntiqukies  of  Sarrey,  vol.  iii.  p.  zii,  111,  n  Baronetage  of  £ng* 

land,  vol.  i,  p.  159.  iii.  p.  179.  ^  Thornton's  anciquiiies  of  Nottingham, 

(htrr,  p.  38^.  P  Lloyd's  loyal  lufferers,  p.  706.  fl  Whulockc'f 

Wiem^HaU,  p.  784.     R u(h worth 'scolle£Konf»  A.  D.  t64;.  '  Whltlocke*s 

memoriais,  p.  317.  '  Balcer*s  chronicle  continued  by  £,  PhifipS;  p.  740. 

\Vhiilocke*s  mcmorhU,  p.  3^8.     Heath's  cbrcmcJCf  p.  17^. 

•    Vol.  ir.  L I  alfo 
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alfo  many  other  ferviccs;  whidi  induced  them  to  continue  Bixlr 
in  that  office  for  another  year,  in  which  fpace  he  did  all,  and 
even  more  than  they  expe&ed ;  for  which  they  honoured  him 
with  their  thanks,  and  aflured  him  they  would  retain  a  fiiitable 
fenfe  of  what  he  had  done  in  fu{^rt  of  the  Englifh  and  Pra« 
tcftant  intereft  in  that  kingdom  H 

The  war,  at  lead  as  far  as  it  was  a  fea  war,  being  brought  to 
a  conclufion  in*  Ireland,  the  parliameni  found  themfolves  at  li- 
berty to  make  ufe  of  their  fleet  elfewbere,  and  thereupon  refohred 
to  reduce  the  ifland  of  Barbadoes,  which  was^  held  for  king 
Charles  by  the  lord  Willoughby  of  Parham,  who  had  ferved 
them  long. ;  bur  when  he  faw  they  meant  to  fubvert  the  confti* 
tution,  qiuitted  them,  and  went  to  king  Charles  IL  in  Holland^ 
by  whom  be  was  declared  vice-admiral  of  the  revolted  fleet,  and 
afterwards  governor  of  the  Leeward  iflands**..  In  order  to  ac- 
complifli-  this,  orders  were  font  to  Sir  George  Ayfcuc  to  form  a 
i<luadron,  which-  he  was  to  man  and  vi£hial  at  fooA  as  polSble, 
and  then  proceed  to  Barbadoes :  but,  before  he  was  in  any  rea*- 
dinefs  to  fail,  thofe  orders  were  countermanded.  The  reafon  of 
this  was,  the  parliament  had  information,  that  the  Dutch  were 
treating  with  Sir  John  Greenville,  in  order  to  have  the  ifles  of 
Scilly  put  into  their  hands ;  and  therefore  it  was  thought  neceflary 
to  reduce  thofe  iflands  firft.  Blake  and  Ayfcue  were  employed 
in  this  expedition  iathe  fpring  of  the  year  i6$i,  and  performed 
it  with  honour  and  fucceis^.  They  had  but  a  fn^l  body  of  troops 
on  board,  and  Sir  John  Greenville  had  a  confiderable  force  in 
the  ifland  of  St.  Mary^  commanded  by  fome  of  the  beft  officers 
in  the  late  king's  army  ;>  fo  that,  if  things  had  been  decided  by 
the  fword,  the  dt^te  muft  ha^ve  been  both  bloody  and  doubt* 
ful.  Sir  John  eaCly  perceited  that  thb  muft  end  fatally  in  relpefh 
to  him,  and  the  remains  of  the  king^  forces  under  his  commandt 
and  therefore  entered  into  a  treaty  with  general  Blake  and  ad^ 
jniral  Ayfcue,  who  ufed  hinv  very  honourably,  and  gave  him 
fair  conditions :  after  which  Blake  returned  to  England,  and 
Ayfcue  prepared  for  bis  voyage  to  Barbadoes*. 

^  Whiclockc's  memorhlf^p.  38$,  40^.  u  Xbe  civil  wart  of  Greit  Bn* 

t4'n  and  Irdaod,  ch.  xcvIL  p.  31  j — 3x7.  w  ClafendoB*s  hiftory  of  ihe 

rebellion,  vol.  yu  f.  4^5.     Whitlockc^s  mcmoriali,  p.  493,  4^5.     See  aUp 
P-  *>f  i4» 

The 
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The  imrliamenty  when  tbey  firft  heard  of  the  redu£lion  of 
Scilly,  were  extremely  well  pleafed,  as  indeed  they  iiad  very 
jaft  reafbn^  fince  privateers  from  thence  did  fo  much  mifchie^ 
that  fcasce  any  trade  coidd  be  carried  on  with  tolerable  fecurity: 
but,  when  the  conditions  were  known,  ipme  great  men  changed 
their  opinions,  and  gave  Slake  to  underftand,  that  he  and  his 
coUeaguis  had  been  too  forward ;  fo  that  it  was  doubtful,  whe<^ 
ther  the  parliament  would catify  this  agreement.  Blake  faid,  that, 
if  they  had  given  Sir  John  Greenville  good  conditions,  they  had 
not  done  it  without  good  reafon;  that,  in  the  firft  place,  it  faved 
the  effu&oo  of  Engliih  bloody  and  next^  that  there  was  a  ftrong 
fquadroB  of  Dutch  Ihipsat  no  great  di^ance,  the  commander  of 
vrhich  had  offered  Sir  John  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  to  put 
thefe  iflaoids  uuo  his  hands-;  that,  if  the  parliament  did  not  ap- 
prove of  bis  conduct,  he  Ihould  be  forry  for  it,  and  would  take 
care  to  prevent  a  millake  of  <hat  fort  for  the  future,  by  laying 
down  bis  commilfion,  as  he  was  confident  Sir  George  Ayfcue 
would  likewife  do*.  Upon  this,  there  was  no  morefaid  of  the 
articles,  which  were  very  pundually  and  honourably  complied 
with,  and  Sir  George  received  orders  to  Xail  immediately  to  the 
Weft  Indies  i  which  he  obeyed* 

He  arrived  at  Barbadoes  on  the  a^fith  <rf'  OSober  165 1,  and 
became  quickly /enfible -of  the  difficulty  of  that  enterprize.  His 
own  force  was  very  inconfideraUe  ia  comparifon  of  that  of  the 
ifland :  the  .governor  was  a  man  of  quality,  good  fenfe,  and 
weU  beloved,  and  had  aflembled  a  body  of  iiear  five  thoufand 
men  to  oppofe  him^.  In  fpite  of  ail  thefe  difficulties,  he  wao 
determined  tio  do  his  utmoft  to  reduce  the  place;  and  how  well 
he  fucceeded,  the  reader  may  learn  from  the  foHowiiig  Accin& 
relation  of  general  Ludlow* 

^  Sir  George  opened  a  paflage  into  the  harbour^  by  firing 
**  fome  great  ihot,  and  then  feized  u^n  twelve  of  their  ihips 
**  without  oppofition^  the  next  day  be  fent  a  fiimmons  to  the 
«<  lord  Wiiloughby  tofubmit  to  the  authority  of  the  parliament 
«<  of  England ;  but  he,  not  acknowledging  any  fuch  power,  do* 
«<  dared  his  refolution  to  keep  the  ifland  for  the  king's  fervice. 
«<  But  the  news  of  the  defeat  of  the  Scots  and  their  king  at 

'  XanfdowoU  proft  worki,  vol.  ii.  p.  256,  257.  r  See  p.  188. 

LI?  ^  Worccfter^ 


<(  WoFcefter^  b^ing  brought  to  Sir  George  A-yfoii;,  tlgeUier 
<*  with  an  mtercepted  letcor  from  the  lady  WiihMi|^ib]r,.ccMw 
<'  taining  the  fame  account,  he  fumfnoned  him  a  iecooS  tiaie,^ 
<<  and  accompanied  hie  ifiimnions  with  the  lady'js  letter^  lo  afive 
«  bitfi  of  the  truth  of  that  report.  Bat  the  lord  Wiilwghbf 
**  relying  vpon  his  numbers,'and  the-^wndfsef  tbofe  th^t  were 
*^  fent  to  reduce  him,  being  in  all  bm  fifteen  fail,  wtaniied  an 
<f  anfwer  of  the  like  fubftante  with  the  former.  Wheivppoci  Sir 
<<  George  Ayfcue  lent  two  hundred  men  on  fhore,  commanded 
<<  by  cnptaiii  Morrice,  to  attack  a  quarter  of  the  enemy^  that 
««  lay  by  the  harbour,  which  they  cxccBtcd  fdoeefefaUy,  by  t»» 
<*  king  the  fort  and  about  forty  prilbnert,  vrkh-  four  pieces  rf 
^'  cannon,  which  they  nailed  up,  and  returned  on  bo&Ml  again. 

**  At  this  time,  the  Virgioia  fieet  arriving  at  Barbadoes,  it  was 
^  thought  fit  to  fend  a  third  fummons  to  the  lo|«d  Wiilo&ghby^ 
^  but  finding  that  neither  this,  nor  the  declaration  fent  to  them 
^  by  the  conimiffioners  of  parliament  to  the  lame  porpofe,  pro- 
c*  duced  any  efie£^,  Sir  George  Ayfeue  landed  feven  hundred 
^  men  from  his  own  and  the  Virginia  fleetj^  giving  the  com- 
<<  mand  of  them  to  the  fame  captain  Morrice,  who  fell  upon 
«*  thirteen  hundred  of  the  enemy's  foot,  and  three  troops  of 
«  their  hdrfe,  and  beat  them  from  their  works,  1cil!ing  many  of 
«  their  men,  and  taking  about  one  hundred  prifoners,  with  all 
<«  their  guns^  The  lofs  on  ow  fide  was  inconfideraUet  iewr 
«  of  ours  being  killed  upon  ^e  place,  and  not  above  thirty 
.<<  wounded.  Yet  thefe  fucceiTes  were  not  iufficient  to  accom* 
««  plifh  the  work,  there  being  above  five  thoufand  liorfe  and 
^<  foot  in  the  i/land,  and  our  Virginia  fleet  preparing  to  depart 
«'  for  want  of  provifions. 

«  In  this  conjuncture  colonel  Muddilbrd,  who  commanded  a 
f(  regiment  in  the  liland,  by  the  means  of  a  friend  that  be  had 
<[<  in  our  fleet,  made  his  terms,  ainl  declared  ibr  the  parliament. 
M  Many  of  his  triends,  following  his  example,  did  the  like,  and, 
</  in  conjundion  with  him,  encamped  under  the  prottdlion  of 
f  <  our  fleet.  Upon  this  the  moft  part  of  the  ifland  ^ere  inclined 
'<  to  join  us;  but  the  lord  Willooghby  prevented  them,  by  pla- 
<<  cing  guards  on  all  the  avenues  to  our  camp,  and  defigned  to 
*<  charge  our  men  with  his  body  of  horfc,  wherein  he  was  much 
*/  fuperior  to  them,  had  not  a  caiuion-ball,  that  was  fired  at 

«« random^ 
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M  i^snid^m,  beat  open  die  door  cf  z  room  where  ke  and  bia 
ff  flowocilKrf  wur  were  rittiDg>  which,  tafciog  off  the  head  of  the 
«  ^endiiel  who  i^ms -placed  at  the  door,  fo  alarmed  them  atl^ 
'<«  tiiat  he  chaaged  his  defign^  and  retreated  to  a  place  two  imles 
««'difl3itit  Aom  the  barbcur.  Our  party,  oop6fting  of  two  thou- 
<«'  fimd  foot  and  one  hnndred  horfe^  advan<;ing  to«irai>ds  hiin,b<i 
M  defiled  to  treat  v  which  being  accepiedi  colonel  Muddifbrd, 
4f  4:etonel  CoUyton,  Mr«  Searl,  and  captain  Pack,  were  ap-^ 
«<  pointed  commiffioners  hj  iUr  George  Ayfeiae ;  and  by  th0 
«<  lord  Willoughby,  Sir  Riehsoti  Picfxre,  Mr.  Oiarles  Pym,  Co- 
<^  lonel  £1119,  and  major  Bybam. 

<<  Bythtfe  it  was  concluded,  that  the  iflands  of  Nevis,  Anti^' 
*^  gua,  and  St.  Chriftpphier'is,  (hould  be  Airreedered  to  the  par^ 
f(  Uament  of  England ;  that  the  lord  Willooghbyi  colonel  WaU 
«  rond,  and  fome  others,  (bould  be  reftorod  to  their  eftates} 
<<  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  faiid  ides  fhould  be  maintained 
^<  in  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  what  they  polTi^ed,  on  cohdftion 
«<  to  (do  nothing  to  the  prejudice  of  thexommonweakb.  Thfa 
f^  news  being  brought  to  Virginia,  they  fufbmitted  alfo,  where 
^  one  Mr.  George  liudlow,  a  relation  of  mine,  ferved  the'  par- 
M  liament  in  the  like  banner  as  colonel  Muddiford  had  done  at 
"'Barbadoes*.** 

Sit  George  Ayfcue  retoirned  to  Plymouth  on  the  2  Jth  of  May, 
1652,  with  great  reputation*.  The  Dutch  war,  which  broke 
out  while  he  was  abroad,  wis  now  very  warm,  and  Sir  George 
was  forced  tp  take  a  (bare  therein,  though  his  Hiips  were,  with 
fo  long  a  voyage,  extremely  foul,  and  in  a  manner  unfit  for  fcr- 
yice :  yet,  when  genera]  Blake  failed  to  the  north,  he  performed 
elorious,  indeed  almoft  incredible  things;  for  in  July  he  took 
$ve  Dutch  merchantmen!  and  afterwards  attacked  a  fleet  of  forty 
iail  under  the  convoy  of  foi^r  men  of  war,  took  feven,  burnt 
three,  and  forced  the  reft  on  the  French  fliorc.  On  the  i6th  of 
Auguft,  1652,  the  Dutch  attempted  to  furprife  Sir  George  with 

*  Ludlow's  memoirs,  vol.  i.  p.  38;— 387.  *  To  Lilly's  aftrolo* 

'  ffical  prcdi^ions  for  xtfS3,  wc  have  this  Accoant  of  what  paHrd  in  the  prec^dio^ 
yeart  "  May  25,  Sir  George  Ayfcue^  knight,  returned  fafe  from  the  wcdern 
"  ifTands  to  Plymouth,  to  the  greit  joy  of  the  people,  having  reduced  all  the 
<*  wedern  iflcf,  and  taken  from  the  t>utch  above  forty  fail  of  /hips."  Whit- 
<<  lockc'f  memorialc,  p.  534*  Davici's  civil  wars  of  Great  Biitaio  and  Ireland, 
p.  3*9. 

a  great 
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a  great  fleet,  who  was  juft  then  returned  from  conToying  a  rich 
^e^t  of  £aft  India  ihips  inta  Hymoutlu  Tbougk  he  was  mucii 
inferior  in  ftrength,  he  fought  notvithftandiag,  and  at  faift,  wkh 
confiderable  lofi,  forced  them  to  retired.  After  this*  he  conti* 
nued  to  behave  vigoroofly  againft  the.  enemy ;  ,and  though  his 
fervices  were  not  very  weU  received  by  cbe  parliamentf  yet  both 
t^e  Teamen  and  the  people  agreed  that  he  had  a£led  like  a  hbb.o« 
Of  this  we  have  a  ftrong  teftimony  in  Lilly's  almanack,  which 
was  a  kind  of  oracle  in  thofe  days^. 

In  fame  ihort  time  after  this*  the  parliament  thought  fit  to  coo* 
fider  Sir  George's  former  fervices,  and  to  vote  him*  as  a  reward^ 
three  hundred  pounds  a-year  in  Ireland*  and  alfo  three  hundred 
pounds  in  money;  but  they  thought  pr<^r*  at  the  fame  time» 
to  lay  him  afide*  undor  pretence  that  the  honour  of  the  natioa 
was  fome  way  atfejkd  by  the  lofs  he  bad  TuiFered  in  the  late 
fight  in  Dover  road :  but  this  was  a  mere  pretence;  for  not  only 
^ur  own  hiftorians*  but  the  Dutoh  writers  alfo*  agree*  that  ne» 
vtr  any  man  behaved  better  than  he  did  upon  that  occafion;  and 
(6  f^  was  the  honour  of  the  nation  from  being  at  all  injured  by 
any  lofs  he  fuftained*  that  this  very  adlion  was  then*  and  ftill  is, 
mnfidered  as  one  of  the  ftrongeft  proo&  of  the  invincible  cou- 
rage of  the  Englifh  at  fca<'.  Nayy  immediately  before  he  was 
<}»rmHIedfrom  his  command^  he  gave  a  moft-estraordinary  proof 
of  his  courage ;  for  he  protefted  againft  BUke's  retreat*  after  he 
had  been  worded  in  the  battle  of  the  lyth  of  Novemberi  and 
declared*  he  thought  it  more  honourable  tp.periifa  at  fea*  thau 
to  retire  in  the  fight  of  an  enemy;  and  upon  thisoccafion  he  io-i 

b  Whitlocke*s  memoriftlt,  p.  s  29— 541. 

<:  This  pa{rage  occors  In  his  obfervations  on  Aa^fl  i^l3>  ind  runs  thus : 
**  Augtfft  t6,  1(551,  Sir  George  Ayftfue,  n?ar  Plymouth,  with  foartecn  or  fifrcrn 
**  ifatpf  ooly»  fonght  tfareefeore  ful  •f  Dutfeb  men  df  war^  xnd  thirty  Oiot  in  tha 
*'  hall  of  bit  own  (bip.  Twenty  merchant  (I  ruppofe  mrrchantmen  convtrccd 
'*  into)  men  of  war  never  eame  in  to  afllfl  him ;  yet  he  made  the  Dutch  give 
**  way.  Why  our  ftate  (halT  p^y  thoGe  fhlps  which  fought  nor,  we  of  the  people 
«<  know  not.  This  is  he  that  is  a  gentleman,  lives  like  a  gentleman,  and  z£t% 
**  the  part  of  a  generous  commander  in  all  his^  anions. *^ 

d  Heath's  chronicle,  p.  313.  '  Ludlow's  memoirs,  vol.  i«  p.  411.  Colamnt 
roflrata,  p.  xoz.  Bafnage  anniles  des  provinces  unies,  tome  i.  p.  x5o.  Le  Clerc 
hid.  des  provinces  UDieSj  tome  ii.  p.  321,  324*   La  Tie  de  Ruyter,  p.  i.  p.  19,  io« 

timated 
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tittnted  a  defign  of  throwing  up,  which  gave  his  enemies  fa  fair 
an  opportunity  of  taking  away  hxs  conuniffion  *• 

The  true  grounds  of  the  parliament's  difpleafure  towards  him^ 
though  they  did  not  care  to  own  it,  was  the  fair  agreement  £c 
had  made  with  the  lord  Wittoughby  at  Barbadoes,  and  the 
largenefs  of  thofe  articles  of  capitulation  which  he  had  granted 
him.  They  thought  he  might  have  been  fuffidently  cautioned 
by  the  refentment  they  had  (hewn  on  the  treaty  he  made  with 
Sir  John  Greenville,  and  were  tberelbre  the  more  deeply  touched 
with  this,  which  they  looked  upon  as  a  iecond  offence  f.  An- 
other reafon  for  thetr  inclining  to  lay  him  down  foftly  was  his 
great  influence  over  the  feamcn,.  by  whom  he  was  exceedingly 
beloved.  In  this  tranfa£lion  they  were  too  wife  for  tbemfelves  ^ 
for  they  parted  with  a  man  who  was  certainly  firm  to  their  in* 
tcrefts,  difobliged  the  fea*officers,  who  knew  not  what  to  think 
of  fuch  a  proceeding,  and  Idft  the  afie£tion  of  the  favors,  as  ap-> 
peared  very^  foon  after,  when  general  Cromwell  turned  them 
out  of  doors,  the  whole  fleet  concurring  in  the  approbation  of 
that  meafure }  which  fhews  how  dangerous  a  thing  it  is^  to-Iacrl- 
fice  a  man  of  known  merit  to  fecrec  diftrufts  <• 

After  this  the  admiral  led  a  retired  life,  without  concerning 
himfelf  with  public  affairs.  The  grant  he  had  of  an  eftate  in 
Ireland,  induced  him  to  go  over  thither  in  1655,  where  be  had 
frequent  conferences  with  Henry  Cromwell  who  then  governed 
that  kingdom,  and  who  conceived  from  thence  fb  great  an  efteem 
for  him,  that  he  wrote  exprefsly  to  fecretary  Thurloe,  to  take  his 
advice  about  a  certain  matter  of  moment  then  in  agitation,  and 
in  any  thing  elfe  which  required  the  opinion  of  a  very  knowing 
and  experienced  perfon^.  Yet  it  doth  not  appear,  that  he  was 
ever  employed,  or  perhaps  chofe  to  be  employed,  in  the  protec-* 
tor's  fervice;  fori  find  him  in  1656  at  his  feat  in  Surrey,  which  is 
thus  defcribed  by  Whitlocke :  "  The  houfe  ftands  environed  with 
<<  ponds,  moats,  and  water^  like  a  (hip  at  fea*,  a  fancy  the  fitter 
**  for  the  mafter's  humour,  who  was  himfcif  fo  great  a  feaman« 
<f  There,  he  faid,  he  had  caft  anchor,  and  intended  to  fpend 


«  Colnmna  roflnta,  p.  loi.  ?  Heath's  chronicle,  p.  jij.  »  See 

fhe  poftfcripc  to  Lilly*!  almanack  fr^r  i6S4-  ^  Tl;ib  letter  Is  piioccd 

soionsO  Thurloe's  Oatc  p»pefs,  vol,  \v  p.  ijS. 

«  the 
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««  th«  reft  of  his  life  in  private  retinement^."  He  chaiig«(t  hi6 
refolutiony  however,  far  which,  if  I  miftake  noti  this  vifit  laid 
A  fouiidadon ;  fince  Whiclocke  weiit»  in  company  with  the  Swc* 
idjlh  ambaffador,  and  Sh*  George  was  afterwards  prevailed  upofi 
to  'quit  his  retreat,  to  go  oyer  to  Sweden;  where  he  was  to  be 
adAiral^»  * 

This  itheme,  of  rending  hini  into  the  north,  was  bae  of  the 
htft  formed  by  the  prote^lor  Oliver.  He  had  always  kept  a 
kloCt  correfpondence  with  Charles  Guft^viis,  king  of  Sweden^ 
from  the  time  that  prince  mounted  the  throne,  atid  drew  many 
lidvancages  from  this  conjun£lion.  He  faw,  therefore,  witK 
great  regret,  the  fuccefs  of  the  Dutch  in  fettling  the  a£ibrs  of 
the  nonh,  and  their  awifag  his  ally,  the  king  of  Sweden,  by 
keeping  a  (Irong  fleet  in  tlie  Bahic:  He  had  hb  reafona 
for  avoiding  a  fecond  war  with  the  Dutch  j  and  yet  he 
could  not  think  of  abandoning  the  Swedes  K  At  laft,  there* 
fore,  he  took  a  refoiutioil  of  fending  a  ftout  fquadron,  well 
manned,  under  the  command  of  vic<sadipiral  Goodibnj  who 
Mras  to  aA  in  coi^un£li6n  with  Sir  Oeoi^e  AjtcuCf  as  we  hav^ 
(hewn  in  another  place*" ;  the  latter  having  accepted  of  a  com* 
Ittiffion  in  his  Swedifh  Majefh^s  fervice;  by  which  ftroke  o^ 
jpolicy,  the  protedor  thought  he  ihould  avoid  all  difpotes  witii 
Holland,  and  yet  do  as  much  for  the  Swedes  as  they  could  de» 
fire*^.    But  this  fquadron  failing  too  late  in  the  year,  the  ice 

prevexited 

I  Whitlocke*<  memorialf^  p.  649,  where  there  is  a  Mmg  tecoanc  of  •  vcrjr 
curious  coliverracion,  on  maritime  atTitrs,  between  the  ambtflidor  and  ihe  ad* 
ttiiral.  k  Th«rloe*s  Hare  papers,  vol.  yi.  p.  160*  ^  Bafnai^e 

annates  dcs  provinces  unics,  vtl.  i.  p.  545.  ^h^re  There  is  a  ttcMef  account 
ftf  Crofflwcirs  dcfigns  than  I  have  fowird  in  any  of  oar  ♦wii  hiAorians.        ■  SeA 

A  How  much  the  news  of  this  projeA  alarmed  the  Danes,  will  appear  from 
the  fc>ll.)wing  letter  of  their  miniftcr  t)  fecretary  Thurloe,  dated  September  ay, 
1658;  when,  in  profccution  of  Oliver**  defigo>  Itlcbard  had  reiblted  to  fend 
Ayfcue  to  Sweden. 

**  May  it  pleafe  your  lordfhip, 
**  Talk  has  been  thil  many  month i,  that  Sir  George  Ayfcoe,  and  fen  or 
**  tweWe  fea-capcains,  were  to  take  fervice  under  the  king  tif  Sweden,  which  I 
<■  could  not  be  induced  to  bttieve,  thinking  the  faid  Ayi>ue  would  not  tuni  a 
**  mercenary  foldier  of  another  prince,  wbllft  the  war  In  his  own  country 
«  lifted  i  if  he  could  not  be  faiisfied  with  that  weahh  aniS  honour  be  lias  gnt- 

*•  icn, 
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prevented  its  arrival  at  Copenhagen :  however,  admiral  Ayfcue 
proceeded  to  Sweden  by  land,  and  was  treated  with  great  marks 
of  efteem  and  favour  by  his  Swedifh  maj(;^y,  with  whom  he 
continued  to  the  time  of  that  monarch's  dCceafe,  which  hap- 
gened  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1660^^  fp  that  Sir  George 
Ayfcue  had  no  manner  of  concern  in  the  laft  troubles  in  Eng- 
iancl*  ,   , 

He  returned  home  foon  after  the.  reftoration,  aqd  was  re- 
ceived  with  all  the  rcfj^Ct  that  was  due.  to  a  man  of  his  high 
rank  and  meriti  He  was,  ,as  we  have  already  mentioned,  ap^ 
pointed  oiie  of  the  commiQioners  for  regulating  the  affairs  of 
the  navy,  and  in  high  efteem  with  the  duke  of  York,  who  al- 
ways confulted  him  in  whatever  regarded  maritime  concerns. 
When  the  Dutch  war  brake  out,  in  i($($4,  he  went  to  fea  as 
irear-admiral  of  the  blue  fquadron,  and  behaved  with  great  ho- 
iiour  in  the  battle  of  the  3d  of  June,  1665  p.  On  the  dukp 
iof  York's  return  to  court,  and  the  earl  of  Sandwich's  hoifting 
the  rbyal  flag.  Sir  George  Ay(cue  ferved  as  vice-admirsd  of  the 
red,  and  was  very  fortunate  in  making  prizes  ^. 

In  1666,  when  prince  Rupert  and  the  duke  of  Albemarle 
^ommaiided^  Sir  George  Ayfcue,  in  the  Royal  Prince,  the 
largeft  and  heaVieft  fhip  in  the  fleet,  bore  the  white  flag,^  as  2|d- 
xniral  of  that, fquadron,  having  Sir  Williaih  Berkley  for  his 
vice,  and  Sir  John  Harman  for  his  rear*admiral.  In  the  famous 
battle  on  the  iirft  of  June,  he  did  remarkable  fervice^  not  only 
3gainft  the  eneiil 7,  but  in  the  prefervation  of  fuch  of  the  Eng- 
li(h  fliips  as  were  difabled  by  their  fuperior  force.  With  the 
fame  fuccefsful  diligence  he  a£l<d  the  two  next  days  j  but  to- 
wards the  evening  of  the  third,  when  prince  Rupert  appeared 
with  the  frigates  under  his.  command,  and  a  fignal  was  made 
for  the  fleet  to  join,  Sir  George  Ayfcue's  fhip  unfortunately 

**  ten,  tod  lire  a  retired  and  quiet  life.  But  I  have  been  deceived  io  my  opi* 
**  iiioD,  knd  find,  that  certainly  he  and  the  faid  captains  are  co  depart  in  a  Uw 
**  days;  they  to.  comniind  each  a  man  of  war,  and  Sir  George  the  whole  Swe* 
**  dilh  deet.*'     l*hurioe's  ftacc*papert,  vol.  vii.  p.  41a, 

•  Hiftoire  de  Soede,  pav  Piiifeodorf,  tome  Ui.  p.  30.     Whitlocke's  memorials, 
p.  6ji,  tfpt*    fiarchet's  naval  hift.  p.  397.  P  Echard,  p.  Sao.  <l  Life 

4if  tlK  earl  of  Clarendon,  vcfl.  in.  p.  5^1.  Annals  of  the  univerfe,  p.  1x9. 
Borcha'anavai  bUl.  p.  399. 

Vol.  II.  Mm  ran 
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ran  upon  the  Galloper,  and  could  not  be  got  off.  There, 
Beaten  by  the  waves,  furroanded  by  his  enemies,  and  unaffifte^ 
hj  his  friends,  he  was,  as  the  Dutch  writers  themfelTcs  confcfs^ 
compelled  by  his  oWn  featnen  to  flrike^  upon  which,  the  Dutch 
took  them  on  boards  and  finding  it  impoffibk  to  bring  off*  the 
Royal  Prince,  fet  her  on  fire'. 

This  capture  of  Sir  George  Ayfcue,  gave  the  enemy  great 
fetisfa£tion.  They  calried  him  from  pHce  to  place,  by  way  of 
triumph,  and  at  taft  ihut  him  up  in  the  caftle  of  LouTefteitf, 
wrhere  he  continued  for  fome  months*.  After  his  return,  which 
wks  in  November,  when  he  was  gracioufly  received  by  his  ma- 
jefty,  he  went  no  more  to  Tea,  but  ^nt  the  remainder  of  his 
days  in  quiet  ^  But  where,  or  when,  this  great  and  gallant 
feaman  concluded  his  life,  1  bate  not  hitherto  been  able  (with 
certainty)  to  difcover. 

MEMOIRS  of  Sir  EDWARD  SPRAGGE, 

Admiral  of  the  BitK. 

THERE  are  fome  tnea  great  in  a  particular  way,  to  n 
degree  of  emfnence,  that  exempts  them  from  any  Uamet 
ffaough  pollibly  defeAive  in  many  others.  Edixcatlon  and  habit 
sritdr  men  frequently,  and  nattcre  hefftlf  fometimes  infufes  qua- 
lities into  the  breads  of  men,  which  particularly  difpofes  them 
{o  a  certain  kind  of  life,  and  as  apparently  difables  them  from 
following  other  purfuits  f  but  it  very  rardV  happens,  that  a  man 
£$  alike  eqixal  to  various,  and  even  to  oppofite  employments. 
Alcibiades  is  celebrated,  by  anticpiity^  for  his  pecufiar  felicity  in 
this  refpeA.  In  the  camp,  in  the  court,  in  the  dofet,  he  was 
Equally  able,  and  diieemed.  He  was  a  folditr,  a  feaman,  a 
ftatefman,  a  couniery  a  man  of  builnefs,  or  a  man  of  pleafure^ 
as  circumftances  required  ^  and,  in  ^very  charaAer  he  aflumed^. 

« 

r  Life  of  the  earl  of  Clarendon,  vol.  liL  p.  6 si,  Reath'f  d)mliide»  pu  551. 
G limbic*!  life  of  general  M>nk,  p.  430,  431.  Skinner't  coBCionaiion  eC  Bmttf 
p.  ill.  p.  p-i.  *  Bifna^e  annates  det  provineet  nnics,  lome  i.  p.  77^. 

JLe  Clerc  hUl.  det  province!  uni«(,  toiae  iiu  p.  i'4t.  La  vie  de  Rnyter,  p,  94S« 
See  Sir  George  Ayfcoe*!  fetter  co  the  king,  dated  from  the  caftle  oi  Lottvdleiay 
June  10,  1^66,  *  AamU  ol  lUe  ttiiicvtc,  p.  itft. 

'  he 


Sift    EDWARD    SPRAGGE  t;; 

be  fo  £tf  cxccOttl,  as  to  feem  bom  md  ddtgned  for  that  alone  K 
The  iatnie  thing  his  contemporaries^  hb  companions^  tbofe  who 
knew  him,  and  Ac  world  too,  perfiefHy  weU,  affirm  of  Sir  £d« 
ward  SpraggCy  who,  with  a  fine  perfoni  and  a  gentle  temper, 
bad  as  fi>lid  an  underftaading,  and  as  bold  a  ipirit,  as  any  coun^ 
feilor  or  captain  of  that  age  ^• 

With  .aD  tfaefe  advantagesp  with  the  iavosr  of  the  duke  of 
Tork|  with  thts  merit  of  fo  great  fenrices,  as  be  certainly  ren^ 
dcred  his  cooetiy,  and  with  the  ilill  fuperior  merit  of  dying 
gbriovflyitn.his  couqtry's  fervice,  which  indeed  procured  his 
remains  an  interment  in  Weftminficr«*abbey'^  he  was  not  bor 
noured  with  a  tomb,  or  any  memorial  (as  far  as  I  can  yet  di& 
eo?er)  where  he  was  bom,  of  what  family,  or  how  he  attain- 
ed  to  his  firft  preferment;  which  are circumftanccs  that  ought 
to  have  been  recorded,  of  fo  great  and  gallam  a  man,  and 
which,  in  4)r  nearer  his  own  times,  might  have  been  eaiily 
known.  Boc  fince  theie  are  not,  at  prefent,  to  be  retrieved, 
we  muft  be  fstisfied  with  tbofe  notices  which  have  conncdled 
his  aJHons  with  our  public  hiftory :  and  thefe,  we  (hall  find^ 
mU  abundantly  make  good  what  we  have  already  pUerved,  and 
induce  us  to  regret  the  want  of  more  particular  memoirs ;  her 
cauie  it  is  a  kind  4>f  politiqal  juftice,  to  preferve  the  private 
hiftory  of  thofe  who  have  deferved  well  of  the  public* 

We  find  him  a  captain,  ia  the  firft  engagement  with  the 
Dutch,  after- the  reftoration,  on  the  3d  of  }one,  1^5,  where* 
In  he  behaved  with  great  reputation,  and  fo  far  recommended 
himfelf  to  the  favour  of  tbe  duke  of  York,  that,  upon  his 
tnajefty*s  vifiting  the  navy,  and  going  on  board  the  Royal 
Charles,  be  received  the  honour  of  knighthood)^}  which  en- 
couraged him  to  expofe  himfelf  ftill  more  fredy.  He  was  like*- 
•wiie  in  the  four-^days  battle  in  June  1666^  where  he  was  partiv 
colarly  taken, notice  of  by  the  duke  of  AlbemaHe;  and  in  the 
Succeeding  batde,  which  was  fought  on  tbe  a4th  of  July,  he 
carried  a  flag  under  Sir  Jeremiah  Smith,  admiral  of  the  blue 
fquadron ;  who  engaged  Van  Tromp,  Shattered. his  vice-admir 

u  Jaftio.  Hiftor.  lib.  v.  Hif  life  kf  Pl^itarch,  aod  alfo  by  Cnrneliui  Nepot. 
^  Bifhop  Parker*i  hiO.  of  his  own  times,  p.  i2d.  Drydeu's  aniu^s  mirabilis, 
Aanza  cixxiv.    Evelyn  of  medals,  p.  i6o.  '  Antiquities  of  the  abbey- 

church  of  WcftminAcr,  vol.  i.  p.  ft  14-  '  See  p.  100. 
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ral,  fo  that  flie  was  abfolutelydifabled  I  and,  b^ving  ruioed  tbt; 
rigging  of  bis  rear-admiral,,  and  killed  its  coinmander,  contri- 
buted greatly  to  the  glory  of  that  day*. 

He  diftinguifhed  himfelf,  likewife,  very  reinaii:at>Iy  in  th^ 
clofe  of  that  war,  in  the  unlucky  bufinefs  at  Chatham,  where 
he  was  employed,  by  the  duke  of  Albemarle,  fo  maintain  the 
fort  of  Sheerxiiefs,  attacked  by  the  enemy  ofi  the  loth  p[  June^ 
i6($7 :  and  though  it  was  nnfinifhed,  his  garrifbn  very  fmallf 
and  the  place  in  no  ftate  of  refiftance ;  yet  he  continued  to  de>^ 
fend  himfel^  till  it  would  have  been  aq  zCt  of  nrfhnefs  to  ex- 
j)ofe  his  garrifbh  any  longer.  When  he  found  bowimpradi-i 
^aUe  it  was  to-do  any  eftedual  feryice  by  land,  he  iet  btmfeif 
to  colIeA  as  great  a  force  as  he  could  by  fea.  *  This  amounted 
to  no  more  than  five  frigates,  feventeen  fire-fhips,  and  fome 
tenders ;  and  yet  when  the  Dutch  admiral.  Van  Nes,  came  up 
the  river  again,  after  then:  attempt  upon  Harwich,  Sh  J^ward 
3pragge  engaged  him  about  the  Hope.  The  fight  was  very 
unequal;  but  there  being j  at  firfV,  little  or  ho  wind.  Sir  Edr 
ward  laid  hold  of  that  advantage ;  and,  by  dexterously  towing 
his  fire-Chips,  burnt  eleven  or  twelve  of  theirs,  with  only  fix  of 
liis  own;  but  the  wind  fitfiFening,  he  was  at  laft  obliged  to  (bel- 
ter himfclf,  from  the  enemy's  ungual  force,  uncfer  the  cannon 
of  Tilbury-fort. 

The  next  day,  the  weather  beiqg  favourable,  b^  attaqked  the 
Dutch  again,  in  his  turn ;  and,  by  the  happy  maaag^ment  of 
liis  fire^ihips,  put  them  into  fuch  confufion,  that,  after  a  fliorf 
difpute,  they  were  forced  to  retire,  and  to  bum  their  laft  fire- 
(hip  themfelvcs,  to  prevent  her  being  taken.  On  tb^  25th  they 
profccuted  their  retreat,  but  with  Sir  Edward  Spragge's  fqua^ 
4ron  of  firc-fliips  in  their  rear.  He  followed  them  to  the  ri- 
ver's mouth,  where  they  met  another  fguadrpn  of  firc-fhips 
from  Harwich,  which  put  them  iti  (uch  danger,  that  above  a 
hundred  men  in  the  Vice-admiral  of  Zealand,.and  another  large 
man  of  war,  leaped  overboard,  and  were  drowned.  This  was 
the  Uft  afllon,  on  our  fide,  in  that  war*. 

In  1668,  the  conftable  of  Caftile  being  appointed  governor 
of  the  Spanifh  Netherlands,  Sir  Edward  Spragge  was  fent  over 

»  Sc^  p.  M3.  •  Seep.  1*5 — 119, 

to 
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fo  compliment  him  upon  that  occafion,  and  to  diter  into  fbmer 
{uffther  negociation^^  for  the  fuccefs  of  the  new  meafuresi  in 
which  Sir  Edward  is:faid  to  b^vQ  been  deeply  engaged>.  The 
truth  isy  he  was  raiicd  and  fupported  by  the  favour  of  the  duke 
•f  York ;  fo  that  he  devoted  bimfelf  wholly  to  his  fervice,  and 
was  thought  to  have  a  large  (hare  in  his  confidence,  borne 
have  from  thenqe  reported,  that  he  wKs  a  Papift ;  ^f  which 
there  is  little  probability,  fincc  we  find  him  fent  to  fea  with 
prince  Ilupfrt,  in  i$73»  when  the  Teft  had  driven  the  duke 
of  York,  and  others  of  his  religion,  from  their  poib  5.  •  Thie 
advancement  of  Spragge  1  mentien  here,  only  to  obviate  the 
pbjeCUon  to  (mn  on  the  fcore  of  religion:  for  before  I  fpeak  of 
his  behaviour  in  the  laft  I^utch  war,  I  muft  take  notice  of  his 
employment  in  the  Mediterranean,  after  his  return  from  faitne^ 
godation  in  Flanders^ 

There  had  been  fevcral  fquadrons  fent  to  chaftife  the  Alge^ 
vines,  bqth  by  the  Engliih  and  Dutch  i  bm  very  few  of  them 
had  been  able  to  effe^  any  great  matter  :  they,  generally  fpeak- 
ing,  contented  themfelves  with  fome  flight  a&ion,  to  the  -pre- 
judice  of  thefe  corfair?,  and  then  concluded  a  peace ;  wiiich 
was  ufually  broken  by  that  time  they,  with  their  fquadrons, 
Virere  returned  home  4.  The  conQderation  of  this,  mgethev 
litrith  the  loud  complaints  of  the  merchants,  induced. the  cour^ 
Cafix  upon  Sir  Edward  Spragge* to  conimand  a  fquadron  in 
fhofe  {cQiS,  in  hopps  of  his  meeting  with  greater,  or  making 


b  Philipi's  contlnuatifl^n  of  Hejth*s  chronicle,  p.  559.  Lord  Arlington,  >a 
hit  fetter  ro  Sir  William  Temple,  dated  Lortdon,  December  zt,  1558,  Ayi, 
V  The  bearer.  Sir  £dward  Spragge,  is  fent,  by  his  n»ajrfty,  to  the  conRable 
'*  of  Cadilc,  to  cempliOnenc  his  cxcelfekicy  upon  his  arrival  in  FUodcrs; 
"  where,  bccauic  it  is  polTible  yoo  may  cither  meet  him,  the  Taid  Sir  Edward, 
•<  according  to  your  laie  credential,  or  fend  to  him,  in  order  to  fomething  in 
**  his  motfty's  fefvice;  t  thoughe  I  could  not  do  lefs  than.  In  a  few  lines,  let 
**  yott  know,  tha(  he  is  $  brave  maiu  and  hath  long  fcrved  hie  majefty  falch* 
*'  fully,  (particnUr)y  with  much  gallantry  in  th^  lad  Dutch  wars)  ^  that  yoq 
**  may,  00  all  occafions,  put  that  v^lue  upon  him  which  is  his  ^\i€,  and  whurh 
•*  IbaU  be  always  acknowledged  by,'*  &c.  Sir  Edward  returned  to  WhifehatI, 
from  bis  embafly,  on  ihc  ifth  of  January  foUowing.  Annals  of  the  uni- 
Vfrfe,  p.  ^ep. 

c  Echard's  hiO.  of  England,  p.  893.  Aooals  of  the  uaiverfe,  p.  300.  Hifl. 
af  the  Patch  war,  p.  45.  An  tuCi  telation  of  the  a^ioas  of  bis  maje(^*s  fleet 
uoder  prince  Rupert,  p.  $•  ^  6^  P*  >3»* 
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more  ufe  of '  Iiis  faoceft  ithan  his  prcdeceflbrs^  from  his  kntmv 
courigftaiulrciblntiiMa;  for  it  is  confeidd,  bf  the  wriiert  «f 
cfaofe  tzmefy  dbat  S]r  £<hvaiid  gveatljr  refemUed  the  earl  of 
Sandwich^  and  €Oficealed»  like  him,  a  high  and  darsog  fpoity 
ftndcr  4kc  moft  captivaung  addrds,  and-  aaoil  polifhcd  baha« 
vioun  '.'..:  ^ 

He  failed  from  Englaad,  on  this  expedition,  in  the  fpring  of 
the  year  14S7 1^  vith  five  Ungates,  and  three  fire^il^ipsi  and  thera 
SDight.be  as  many  more  fliips  in  thefe  feas ;  ^(b'cbat,  ia  all,  hi^ 
fleet  coniiAed  of  aboat  twelve  fail,  in  4he  latter  end  of  the 
month  of  Aprils  he  had  intelligence  that  ^here  were  ievetai 
Algerine  men  of  war  in  Bugia  bay;  on  whicfai  he  called  a 
council  of  war,  when  it  wa^  refoived,  that  he  ought  immediate* 
ly  to.  attack  them.  In  pnrfuance  of  this  refobitton,  he  failed 
thither ;  but,  in  his  paflage,  had  the  misfottnne  to  have  tbq 
Eagle  fiterihip  difaUed  by  a  ftoorm  ;  and,  fbon  after,  one  of  his 
ihips  fpringing  her  maiQ-roaft,  was  obliged  to  bear  away  ibr 
the  Spaniih.  (hor^«  Sir  £dward,  however,  pei^fted  in  his  de« 
fign^  refitted  the  Eagle,  and  bone  into  the  bay  of  Bugia  ^whh  a 
liriik  gale,  not  doubting  that  he  fhouid  be  able  to-fire  the  ihips  { 
Init  fay  that  time  they  ^ot  within  hatf^Oiot  of  the  caftle  and 
fi»ts,  it  ficU  a  dead  calmj  and  when  the  wind  rofe  again,  it 
proved  contrary. 

On  ibe  ad  jof  May,  they  were  able  to  do  nothing,  for  the 
fame  raafiusj^  the  wipd  cbanging. every  half  b^ur  j  upon  which, 
Sir  Edward  refolved  to  make  an  attempt  upon  them  in  the  night 
with  his  boats,  and  the  fiip^lleft  of  hi$  fire*(hips,  which  rowed 
as  well  as  a  long-boat.  About  twelve  o'clock  that  night,  he 
4&xec]Uted  his  proje^  &oding  in  all  his  boats,  and  the  Eagle 
fire-fliip,  finder  the  commatid  of  his  eldefl  -lieutenant  Mr.  Nu- 
gent ;  but  the  night  proving  very  dark,  and  the  higli  land  ob* 
fcuring  the  (hips  as  they  drew  oear  ^hcm*  (liey  p^Skd  by ;  and 
lieutenant  Nugent  leaving  one  of  the  boats  with  the  fire^fiiips, 
befides  her  own,  rowed  In,  to  difcovcr  the  enemy,*  leaving  or- 
ders^ with  the  captain  of  the  fire-(hip,  tQ.coin.e  (o  an  9iy;bor, 
in  ca&  hse  found  fhoal  water^  The  lieui/enaAt.hadiiot  left  them 
a  minute  before  he  perceived  bimfelf  within  piftol-fhot  of  (Re 
fliins ;  and,  concluding  the  bufinefs  now  as  goofj  as  done,  ftqer- 

- ,     -  •'  ^  •  •  ed 
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f d  off  again  to  find  the  fire-fhip,  and^  to  his  am&zementj  (kW 
her  all  in  flames  *. 

The  enemy  taking  the  alarm  at  this^  the  lieutenant  was  fefcecl 
to  row  off*  with  his  boats ;  and  fo  this  promifing  adrantage  Ta^ 
nifliedj  which  had  given  hopes  of  bnming  all  the  Algennd 
tnen  of  war,  without  the  lofs  of  a  man.  The  n€Xt  day,  thd 
enemy  unrigged  all  their  (hips,  and  made  a  ftrong  bootn  with 
their  yardsj  top^maftsi  and  cables^  buoyed  tip  with  cafts,  for 
which  they  had  all  the  leifure  and  conveniency  they  could  wifb, 
the  wind  hindering  the  Englifh  from  doing  any  thing ;  and,  ta 
try  the  admiraPs  patience  to  the  very  utmoft,  it  fo  fell  out,  that 
by  a  drunken  gunner's  firing  a  piftol|  his  othef  fmall  fire-(hip 
was'deftroyed ;  fo  that  he  had  now  none  left  but  the  Litthi 
Viftory,  which  drew  too  much  water  to  enter  that  part  of  th^ 
bay  where  the  Algerines  lay  f. 

On  Monday  the  8th  of  May,  i67r,  there  appeared  a  confi- 
dcrable  body  of  horfe  and  foot  in  the  neighbourhood  of  th6 
bay,  which  were  foon  after  difcovered  to  be  an  cfcort  to  a  very 
large  convoy  of  ammunition  fent  from  Algiers  to  the  fhips ;  on 
the  fafe  arrival  of  which,  they  fired  atl  their  cannon,  to  teftify 
their  joy.  Sir  Edward  Spragge  confidering  this,  and  not  know* 
ing  what  future  reinforcements  they  might  receive,  rcfolved  to 
take  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  making  his  laft  and  utmoft  ef- 
fort 5  and,  in  order  thereto,  direfted  the  Viflory  to  be  lighten- 
ed, fo  that  (he  might  not  draw  above  eight  feet.  About  nooo, 
theref  fprung  up  a  fine  breeze  to  the  eaft  i  upon  which,  the  ad- 
miral gave  the  (jgnal  for  the  men  of  war  to  draw  into  a  line, 
and  bear  up  into  the  bay ;  immediately  after,  the  wind  funk  at 
once,  fo  that  they  defpaired  of  doing  any  thing  «. 

But  about  two  the  gale  fprang  up  again,  and  the  {hips  bore 
in,  as  they  were  dire£led.     The  admiral  came  to  an  anchor  in 

^  In  ihofe  day^f  our  fire-fliip«  ftfid  Vomb  Tefl^lt  were  by  no  meins  fo  perfcA  ia 
their  conHrv^oPy  or  fo  fccure  againft  acddenu,  m  tkcy  are  now. 

r  This  bay  the  Romans  called  the  Numidian  golf.  The  town  of  Siagia  was 
hxvAt  by  them,  and  the  walls  (liU  remain.  Don  Alonzo  de  Per.»I(a,  the  Spantfrf 
g'^ver^or,  furrendered  it,  in  the  xvitb  century,  to  the  Algcrtaes ;  for  which  he 
loft  hfs  head. 

S  Shaw'ft  travcU,  p,  44.  Strabo  c.lU  this  plice  Sarda,  the  Romans  SaMis.^ 
and  the  rnie  orthography  ,of  the  alt>dern'naB]e  »  Bo^prhli ;  the  found  of  which 
U  prtfavcd  in  I^u^ia. 

four 
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four  fathom  water,  clofc  under  their  caftlc-walls,  which  firrd 
upon  him  continually  for  two  hours.  In  this  fpace  he  fent  in  his 
own  pinnace,  and  thofe  of  the  Mary  and  the  Dragon ;  thefe  cut 
the  boomj  though  not  without  cdbfiderable  lofs.  Lieutenant 
Fin,  who  commanded  the  Mary's  boat's  crew^  bad  eijght  wound- 
ed with  himfelf ',  lieutenant  ]^ierce  of  the  Dragoti.  was  alto 
wounded,  with  ten  of  his  men,  and  one  killed.  In  the  ad- 
xniral's  own  pinnace  there  were  feven  killed,  and  all  the  reft 
wounded  j  except  Mr.  Harman,  who  commanded  it'^. 

The  boom  being  cut,  the  fire*fhip  weiit  in,  and  getting  up 
athwart  their  boltfprits,  their  (hips  being  a-ground^  and  faft  to 
the  cafVles,  fhe  burnt  very  well,  and  deilroyed  them  all.  Cap- 
tain  Harris  who  commanded  her^  his  m^fter's  mate,  gunner^ 
and  one  of  his  feamen,  were  defpcrately  wounded  with  fmall 
fhot,  and  this  at  their  entrance ;  fo  that  probably  the  whole  dc- 
fign  had  proved  abortive,  if  the  admiral  had  not  with  great  pru- 
dence coniitiiflioned  Hcxiry  Williams  (then  one  of  his  maftcr's 
mates,  but  who  had  forn^erly  commaijided  the  Rofe  fire-niip)  to 
take  the  charge  of  the  veiTcl,  in  cafe  the  other  was  difabled ; 
which  he  did  accordingly,  arid  performed  all  that  could  be  esc- 

pefked  from  him  >; 

*^        ^  ^      .         '      .  •        ^         .  •      •     • 

This  lois  was  irreparable  to  the  Algerines,  who  had  picked 
out  thofe  ieven  men  of  war,  that  were  here  burnt,  on  purpofc  to 
fight  Sir  Edward  Spraggc  \  had  furnifhed  them  with  their  bcft 
brafs  ordnance  from  on  board  all  the  reft  of  their  veflels,  with 

• 

between  eighteen  and  nineteen  hundred  chofen  men  double-offi- 
cered, under  the  command  of  old  Terkey  their  admiral,  oJF 
whom  between  three  and  four  hundred  were  killed,  the  caftles 
and  town  miferably  torn,  and  a  vaft  number  of  people  in  them 
flain  and  wounded ;  and,  which  much  increafcd  the  misfortune; 
all  their  furgeons  chcfts  were  burnt  on  board  their  fhips,  fo  that 
numbers  died  for  want  of  having  their  wounds  dreiled.  Befides 
the  men  of  war,  (of  which  we  (hall  give  a  lift),-  there  were  bufnt 
a  Ocnocfc  fliip^  a  fmall  Englifh  priie^  and  a  fcttcc  K 

An 

fi  iSir  Edward  declared  he  had  never  feen  a  bolder  attempt,  ar  one  better  exe- 
cuted by  officrrs  and  feaincn, 

i  Annal&  of  the  iiniverfe,  p.  %6}*  Arias  j^ograph.  vol.  17.  p.  15^1.  Biirckci's 
naval  hif)ory,  p.  4oi. 

^  This  account  of  Sir  Edward  Spragge^s  expedition  is  ta^rn,  ^rf^»  from  Kis 

ifiArB^iocSt 
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An  exa£k  Lut  of  the  ALciBit  ships  burnt  in  BouJ£iah» 
or  BuGiA  Bay,  with  their  number  of  guns^  and  age  of  the 
xcSils^  May  8g  167^^ 


Ships  names. 

(Commanders. 

Guns. 

Years  old. 

White  Horfc, 

Tabarlc  Rays, 

34 

4 

Orange  Tre6, 

Courhaly, 

U 

• 
4 

Three  CyjJrefs  Trees, 

Caram  Hammet, 

34 

I 

Tliree  Half  Moons, 

Brayham  Tagrin, 

28 

2 

Pearl, 

Brayham  Turco, 

26 

8 

Goldcri  Croxirn^ 

HalQa  Tagrin, 

24 

f 

Half  Moon, 

Hammett, 

24 

t 

T 

In  this  engagement  Sir  Edward  Spragge  had  only  ftventeen 
men  kilfedj  and  forty- one  wounded,  which  makes  the  vlflory 
ftiU  more  extraordinary^  and  is  a  very  full  proof  how  neceflary 
a  fteady  and  conftant  temper  of  mind  j  as  well  as  a  brilk  and  ae^ 
tive  courage^  is  in  an  officer  Who  bears  fu{Mreme  command  at 
fea.  What  the  confequenced  were  of  this  memorable  a£lioo, 
and  how  well  Sir  Edward  by  his  prudence  improved  the  advan- 
tage that  had  been  thus  gained  by  his  arms,  we  have  already- 
{hewn',  and  fhall  not  therefore  repeat  it  here^  but  proceed  to  his 
conduct  in  the  laft  Dutch  War,  in  which  he  was  remarkably 
diftihguilhed'"; 

After  having  perfoirmled^  with  equal  honour  aiid  fucceft,  the 
bufineft  for  which  he  was  fent  into  the  Mediterranean,  he  re- 
turned, id  the  beginning  of  the  year  1672^  with  the  fquadron 
under  his  command.    The  Dutch  itrar  was  then  meditated  by 

inftrii^onsi  pnbhihed  io  the  memoirs  of  Sogliih  aftiirs,  chiefly  oivil,  p,  aoo.  ; 
Which  inftniAiotis  are  diced  it  Richmond,  the  i^ih  of  Jun6,  1670,  and  rcver4 
plhtr  p«perl  in  the  fame  book  j  idly,  from  Sir  Edward's  own  l<rtrer,  dated  May 
1 1,  iCfi;  and  publiibed  by  aUtbok>ity  tinder  the  title  of  **  A  true  and  perfeO  re* 
**  lation  of  the  happy  Aiccefs  and  vi4ft'>ry  obtained  againft  the  Turks  of  Algier  at 
**  Itogia,  by  his  majedy's  fl££t  in  the  Mediterranean  under  the  command  of  Sir 
*'  Edward  Spragge,  &)c.    Printed  in  the  SaToy  by  Thomas  Newc»mb,  idi^i.*' 

I  Seep,  133. 

^  It  may  not  be  imifs  to  remark  here,  that,  in  all  our  wars  with  the  pirates 
6t  Algiers,  the  Spaniards  allowed  us  the  free  ofe  of  the  harbour  of  Fort  Mahon, 
as  Co  the  champinn^  of  the  Chriflian  caufe,  and  proteAors  of  the  comroerae  of 
the  Mediterranean;  and  thirher  Sir  Edward  repaired  to  refit,  befure  he  rcturoc4 
liome. 

Vol.  II.  N  u  our 
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Our  court,  but  had  not  ajs  yet  broke  out.  Sir  Robert  Holmes^ 
who  had  been  the  principal  inflrument  in  bringing  on  the  firft 
Dutch  war)  was  empfoyed  alfo  to  begin  this,  by  attalcking  the 
Smyrna  fteet^  which  was  then  expeAed  hotne^  On  the  nth 
of  January,  Sir  Edward  jSpragge  met  with  Sir  Robert  Hohnct^s 
fqnadron-  near  the  Ille  of  Wight ;  and,  upon  Sir  Robert's  inqui- 
ring news,  Sir  Edward  very  frankly  told  him,  that  he  had  failed 
ftrerad  days  with  the  Dutch  Smyrna  fleet,  and  that  in  a  day  or 
hro's  t|me  they  might  be  certainly  ea^pefled  ^. 

Sir  Robert  Holmes  was  very  well  pleafed  with  tbJs  news,  but 
foolt  great  care  to  &j  notBing  that  might  give  him  the  kaft  inti^ 
mation  of  his  having  any  orders  ta  attack  them,  though,  if  be 
had  ib  dene,,  and  required  Sir  Edward's  ai&ftance,  he  could  not 
poflibly  have  failed  of  taking  or  deftroying  that  whole  fleets 
which  was  reckoned  te  be  worth  v  million  and  half  ftcrfing,  and 
00  the  taking  of  which  the  king  depended  for  a  fupply  towards- 
carrying  en  the  war.  But  Sir  Robert^  averfis  ta  Oiaring  any 
part  of  the  reputatioa  that  might  be  acquired  by  this  a^tiori,  ufcd 
his  utmoft  diligente  that  no  body  (hould  have  any  hand  in  the  eji»» 
ecution  of  it  but  himfelff  in  which^  however,  he  hod  no  iboceCsr 
and,  as  this  blafted  hi*  repuution  with  the  werid,.  fo  it  produ-^ 
eed  %  ^uand  between  him  and  Sir  Edward  Spragge,  which; 
60idd  never  afterwards  be  compo(e<t^ 

.  When  his  royal  highnefs  the  duke  of  York  had  reToIired  t<> 
take*  upOD  bimfelf  the  command  once  again  of  the  Englifh  navy^ 
Sir  EidwaBd  Spragge  was  chieiRy  depended  on  for  afibopbUng  the 
fleet,  and  preparing  all  things  for  the  reception  of  his  loyat 
faighneft,  as  i  find  by  an  onder  direded  to  him  ^as  oommandcr  in 
chief  of  his  majefty*^  fiieet,.  dated  June  ij,  1672^;  and  he  per- 
formed his  part  fo  well^  that  by  the  end  of  the  month  all  things 
were  completely  ready,,  and  hia  highnefs  was  invited  on  boards 
who  joined  him  foon  after,  together  with  the  earl  of  Sandwich, 
ahd  other  perfons  of  difiin^on.  He  was  prefent  in  Solbay  fight 

o  See  the  growth  of  Popety,  by  Andrew  Marvdl,  Where  we  are  toU),  Sir  Sd* 
ward  Spraagc**  Tqiiadron  war  ftiil  in  fight  when  Sir  Roben  Holooes  ;^«cked  the 
])tttch  Smyrna  fhet,  and  that  captain  hcgge  Ria<ie  fail  after  hie  to  btiDg  faim- 
back  to  their  affiftance,  till  called  away  by  a  gan  from  his  own  admirAl. 

^  lilemnirsof  Jbhn,  duke  of  Buckingham ibire,  vol.  ii.  p.  n.    Buroa's  biflory. 
of  bis  own  time*,  vol.  it.  p.  307.    Ci>ke*s  detcQion  of  t/e  faUi  lafl  ici^s,  b.  iv. 
p.  ^x.  P  McjBtiiri  uf  the  roya!  Bavy^  p.  »4tf. 

die 
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ike  28tli  of  May>  and  diiUnguilhed  himfelf  therein  by  finking  a 
Ontch  (hip  of  fixtjr  guns :  during  tlie  reft  of  that  campaign  he 
tebared  witk  his  accoftomed  diligence^  and  relumed  with  great 
^^eputation  after  it  was  over,  which  very  fNTobably  determined  the 
court  to-emiricqr  him  ((as  they  did)  the  next  year  in  fehigh  a  fta- 
tion  ^. 

When  the  duke  of  York*  by  the  paffing  of  the  t«st  aft, 
was  obliged  to  part  with  bis  command,  and  the  court,  to  gratify 
the  defires  «f  the  nation,  lay  under  an  aMblote  iioceflity  of  nas^ 
jcing  ufe  of  prince  Rupert,  they  took  care  to  fecure  the  fleet  nou 
witbftanding,  by  employing  on  board  it  fucb  officerstinly  as  they 
•could  beft,  and  bis  highnefs  could  leaft  truft.  Sir  Edward 
Spragge  was  to  carry  the  b  l  u  £  flag,  inftead  of  Sir  Robert  Holmes 
whom  his  highnefs  propofed)  and,  becaufe  tkere  had  been  a 
^ifiercnce  between  thefc  two  admiral  the  court  thought  fit  to 
4ay  Holmes  intirely^afide,  though  he  was  a  very  a£live  man,  and 
had  been  much  in  their  confidence  ^  Before  the  fleet  put  to  Aa, 
Sir  Edward  was  feat  with  the  character  of  envoy  extraordinanr 
to  France,  where  he. was  received  with  all  pof&blc  refpeA,  .ex«- 
ceedingly  carefled  during  his  ftay,  and,  at  his  taking  leave,  had 
a  prefent  made  hitn  of  gxeat  value.  His  bufineis  was  to  renew' 
the  treaty  with  that  court;  to  fettle  the  rules  that  were  to  be  ob- 
&rved  on  the  junAion  of  the  French  and  Englifh  fleetSi  and  to 
ceftore  the  old  friendfliip  between  the  courts,  which  fecmed  to 
be  fomewhat  injured  by  the  late  proceedings  in  England*.  As 
no  circUmftances  of  Sir  Edward  Spragge's  negociation  or  inftruc- 
4tons  were  ever  communicated  <to  prince  Rupert,  it  gave  him  frcili 
grounds  of  diflike ;  fo  that,  when  Sir  Edward  came  to  hoift  his 
£ag,  there  was  a  great  coldnefs  between  them^ 

Thb  did  not  hinder  our  admiraf  s  doing  his  duty  very  gallantly 
in  the  engagement  which  happened  on  the  28th  of  May,  1673^ 


^  The  fecret  Mftorin  of  thofe  rimes  fay,  that  the  mircarriage  of  the  defign  <m 
fhc  SmyrnA  fleet  orerfet  the  fchrmes  of  the  cASAL,  who  hoped  thereby  to  make 
<he  two  nations  irreconrltable,  to  have  embarked  the  merchants  and  the  people 
■In  ebe  quarrel,  and  to  have  Obtained,  by  the  faU  of  the  car^,  t  fand  for  ib# 
Csmpaign,  which  otherwift  they  (career  «ew  how  to  get. 

■*  True  account  of  the  aAions  of  the  fieet  under  pritice  Roperty  &c.  p.  f  • 

*  Annals  of  the  univerfe,  p.  307.     C<*lamna  rof^rata,  p.  »33. 

c  True  icconnt  of  the  aftiont  of  the  fleet  under  ptiticc  Rnpert,  p,  9. 

N  n  a  wherein 
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wherein  be  fbngbt  Van  Tromp  (hven  hottr89  fiH'ced  him  to  gQ 
from  the  Golden  Lion  into  the  Prince  on  Horfeback,  and  thence 
into  the  w^mfterdam,  from  that  into  the  Comet^  where  he  had 
certainly  either  been  killed  or  taken,  if  he  had  not  been  relieved 
hj  de  Ruyter  H«  Sir  Edward  aUp  twice  changed  hi&  ihip.  Thefe 
eircnmftances  are  not  mentioned  at  ail  in  the  account  which  was 
pnblifl^ed  after  Sir  £dward'<6  deaths  but  in  prince  Rupert^  letter 
to  the  ead  of  Arlington  the  matter  (notwithftanding  the  qoarrd 
^xtwixt  them)  is  very  fairly  fUteci|.  f<  Sir  Edward  Spragge,^ 
fays  his  highnefsi  *S  did  on  bis  fide  maintain  tb^  fight  with  ib 
f<  much  courage  and  refolution,  that  their  whok  body  gave 
<<  way  to  fuch  a  degree,  that,  had  it  not  been  for  fear  of  the 
<<  (hoals,  we  had  driven  them  into  their  harboursi  and  the  king 
^  would  have  had  a  better  account  of  them  V^ 

In  the  battle  of  the  4tb  of  June,  Sir  Edward  is  generally 
bbiped  for  coming,  juft  before  the  engagement  began,  fix  miles 
in  his  boat  to  receive  hii  higbnefs's  orders  ' :  however^  after  he 
returnedt  he  behaved  with  great  refolution,  forced  Van  Tromp, 
with  whom  he  wa^  again  to  conteud,  twice  to  change  his  fhip, 
and  would  inevitably  have  either  taken  or  deftroyed  h^m^  if  he 
Itiad  not  been  relieved  by  the  admired.  Tl\e  hazard,  that  he  ran* 
provoked  him  fo.  againft  vice-admiral  Sweersj  that  he  accufed 
him  to  the  ftates-general.  Prince  Rupert  in  his  letter  takes  nQ 
notice  pf  S.ir  Edward  Spragge'^  behaviour  at  ail ;  and,  though  it 
is  very  certain  tl^^t  he  h^d  the  advantage  of  Van  Tromp  in  tht^ 
ti£lioni^  yet  evei^  th^t  is  concealed  hy  an  author  who  pretends 
to  more  than  ordinary  knowledge  of  all  that  paffed.  The  Dutch 
waiters  cgnfefs  hi^  bravery,  and  own  he  pudxed  them  hard  ;  and 
Tromp  in  his  lettor  tQ  the  flates  fays,  that  he  was  forced  to  re- 
treat a  little,  before  it  was  dark<. 

In  the  third  battle,  which  happened  on  the  i  ith  of  Auguft, 
Sir  Edward  Spragge  with  the  blue  fquadron  was  in  the  rear, 
)f^here  it  is  faid,  that  not^^ithftanding  be  had  promifed  prince 

u  Bafnage  annales  d<f  provioces  untcf,  yot.  ii.  p.  4x7.     Sec  alfo  p.  xsr,  of 
this  volume.  ^  See  that  letter  printed  by  authority,  and  dated  from  oa 

l>oard  the  Royal  Charles,  ofT  the  Oyrierbanlc,  May  29,  1673.  *  True 

uccQunt  of;he  anions  of  the  f^ett  onder  prince  Rupert,  p.  10,  xi.  T  The 

writer  above-mcritioncd  is  the  author  of  the  rcUt'on  fo  ofren  cited,  who  had 
himself  a  command  in  the  fl?ct.  Bafnage  annales  dcf  provlocci  unies,  vol,  H. 
p.  4^5»     Le  Glerc,  tome  ii'.  p.  341.    5ce  alfo  p.  153. 

■"  •  Rupert 
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Rupert  not  to  part  from  his  fidc^  yet,  beii^  provoked  by  Van 
Tromp,  be  laid  his  ibre*top  (ail  to  the  maft  to  ftaj  for  him,  and^ 
having  engaged  bi$  iqoadron,  continued  fighting  for  many  hours 
at  a  diftance  from  the  body  of  the  fleet.  Sir  Edward  was  at  firft 
on  board  the  Ropl  Prince,  and  VanTromp  in  the  Golden  Lion ; 
but  after  a  difpute  of  about  three  hours,  in  which  the  Dutch 
admiral  always  avoided,  as  much  as  poffible,  coming  to  a  clofb 
fight,  Sir  Edward's  (hip  was  fo  difabled,  that  he  was  forced  to  go 
on  board  the  St.  George,  as  Van  Tromp  for  the  fame  reafbn  did 
on  board  the  Comer.  Then  the  fight  between  them  began  again 
with  greater  fiiry  than  before :  at  laft  the  St.  George  was  fo 
battered,  that  Sir  Edward  thought  fit  to  leave  her,  and  to  en- 
deavour to  go  on  board  the  Royal  Charles;  but,  before  his  boat 
had  rowed  ten  times  its  own  length  from  the  St.  George,  it  was 
pierced  by  a  cannon-ihot }  upon  which  the  crew  endeavonred  m 
firenuoufly  as  men  could  do  to  get  back  agaiq ;  but,  before  that 
^oold  be  cfk&edj  Sir  Edward  was  drowned,  his  hands  taking 
fo  ftrong  hold  on  the  fide  of  the  boat,  that,  when  it  came  to 
float,  he  was  found  with  his  head  and  (houlders  above  water  '• 
This  glorious  though  untimely  end  had  the  brave  Sir  Edward 
Spragge,  who  (hereby  made  good  what  he  promifed  the  king 
when  he  took  leave  of  him,  that  he  would  either  bring  him  Van 
Tromp  alive  or  dead,  or  lofe  his  own  life  in  the  attempt  *.  Thefe 
admirals,  indeed,  feem  to  have  had  a  particular  pafiion  each  to 
overcome  the  other;  for  they  had  conftantly  fought  in  every 
battle  from  the  time  that  Sir  Edward  Spragge  fucceeded  tl^  earl 
of  Sandwich,  and  Van  Tromp  came  again  to  command  the  Dutch 
fleet  in  the  room  of  Van  Ghent.  The  Dutch  writers  fpcak  of 
his  death  with  vifihle  regret,  and  own,  that  he  was  one  of  the 
braveft  men  and  bcft  commanders  that  ever  fought  at  fea^ ;  our 
own  writers  arc  profufe  in  the  praifcq  they  beftow  on  his  valour, 
^d  therefore  I  fhall  content  myfclf  with  citing  only  one  tefti* 

s  An  estaA  relari  m  6f  the  t^ions  of  the  fleet  inder  prince  Rapeit,  &c. 
p.  14— ti.  Phitipi'f  conttnuttion  of  Henh*i  chronicle,  p.  593.  Annali  of  che 
nniTerfe,  p.  302.  Memoirs  of  Sir  John  Rere(b/,  p.  %x.  Sec  alfo  p.  15S. 
•  CchtrdU  htftory  of  England,  p.  894.  h  Brandt  leeveo  Yam  de  Rayttr» 

p.  8&,  8tf  r.  Le  Clerc  hlft.  dec  provinces  nnies.  Com.  Hi.  p.  345.  Vie  dc  l*«l^ 
mfral  de  Rofter,  ii.  partie,  p.  155.  The  Oatch  in  this  sAion  bad  two  very  breve 
officer*,  viz.  captain  David  Zweerta  and  jai^  Panlz  Van  Oc!der,  killed,  in  whofe 
honour  they  Arucljf  magnificent  mcdeitx 

mony 
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4nony  in  bi8  favour,  wtiich  fl^all  be  ihit  of  VUbflf  Parker,  who 
^fcribes  the  bft  fceoe  of  his  life  thus  t 

<*  There  was  a  remarkaUe  fight  between  Sprajge  and  Tromp; 
^  for  thefe  having  mutually  agreed  to  attack  each  other,  not  out 
<<  of  hatred  but  a  thirft  of  glory,  they  eapiged  with  all  the  rage, 
^  or,  as  it  were,  with  all  the  fport  of  war.  Thcycauieiodpfeto 
^^  one  another,  that,  like  an  army  of  foot,  they  £Migbt  at  once 
5<  with  their  guna  and  fwords.  Almoft  at  every  turn,  both  their 
<*  Ihipif  though  not  funk,  were  yet  bored  through,  their  cannon 
«'  beii^  difcharged  within  common  gun^fbot:  neither  did  our 
**  ball  fall  in  vain  into  the  fea,  but  each  (hip  pierced  the  other,  as 
5«  if  they  bad  fought  with  (pears.  But  at  length,  three  or  four 
^  fliips  being  [battered,  as  Spragge  was  pai&ng  in  a  long  boat 
4«  from  one  (hip  to  another^  the  boat  was  oyertumed  by  a  chance 
.4f  (hot,  and  that  great  man,  not  being  (killed  in  fwimming,  was 
<<  drowned,  to  the  great  grief  of  bis  generous  enemy,  who,  after 
^  the  death  of  Spragge»  could  hardly  hope  to  find  an  enemy 
'<  equal  to  himfelf.  But  thus  it  happened,  that  when  that  brave 
<<  man  had  overcome  (b  many  dangers,  his  country  bdng  now 
<<  viftorious  and  fafe,  no  honour  remained  for  him  to  receive, 
<<  but  the  reward  of  a  glorious  deaths." 

We  will  take  this  opportunity  of  mentioning  what  became  of 
the  veflel  which  Sur  Edward  Spragge  firft  quitted,  and  on  board 
«rhich  he  choTe  to  hoifib  the  bludflag.  This^  was  die  Rotal 
PaiMCE,  a  firft  rate,  of  the  burden  of  fourteen  hundred  tons, 
carrying  one  hundred  pieces  of  brafs  cannon,  and  (even  hundred 
and  eighty  men  ^.  She  was  exceeding  well  built,  in  perfeA  good 
order,  and  allowed  to  be  as  fine  a  (hip  as  any  in  either  of  the 
fleets.  Before  Sir  Edward  left  her,  all  her  mafls  were  gone,  mo(b 
of  her  upper  tire  of  guns  were  difabted,  four  hundred  men  kiU 
led,  and  in  other  refpcAs  very  little  better  than  a  wreck.  In  this 
fituation,  a  large  Dutch  man  of  war  bore  down  upon  her  with 
twx)  fire-(hips,  refolvcd  to  burn,  fiufc,  or  take  her.  The  firft 
lieutenant,  giving  all  for  loft,  ordered  the  colours  to  be  (buck, 

«  BHhop  Parker*t  hiflory  r»f  kit  own  time*,  p.  157.  The  fame  pieiite  tf^  sai)> 
thcr  ptrt  of  his  hiftory  Cells  ui,  that  Sir  Edward  Spragge  was  a  perfon  th«  love 
•Nd  delight  of  all  mco,  as  well  for  his  noble  courage^  as  the  gentle  fweetnefs  •f 
faie  temper,  p»  laff. 

d  Thai  this  veflel  (lands  in  the  lift  offhe  royal  navy,  A,  D.  167 %» 

and 
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and  the  men  to  fLift  for  themfelves;  but  the  gnnner,  Mr.  Richard 
Leake,  a  bold  determined  man,  who  had  before  given  ihe 
ftrongeft  proofs  of  conduAand  conrage^^  ordered  the  lieutenant 
to  quit  the  deck,  took  the  command*  himfclf,  funk  the  twofire- 
fhips,  forced  the  man  of  war  to  Iheer  off,  and  brought  the 
RoTAL  Primce>  wreck  as  Ae  was,  fafe  into  port  ^  This  gen- 
tleman, who  was  father  to  the  famous  Sir  John  Leake,  was,  for 
thefe  a|id  other  fenrices,  made  keeper  of  the  ordnance  (lores, 
and  mafler-ganner  of  England  ^  ^  a  man,  whofe  name  lived  long 
in  the  memories  of  feame»,  and  ikould  live  for  ever,  could  mj 
pen  confer  immortality  K 

Thefe  were  amongft  the  great  men  who  carried  the  glorr  of* 
the  Engliih  arms  fo  high,  and  who  efie£hially  fupported  the  ho- 
iA>ur  of  the  flag*    If  the  reader  mifles  the  memoirs  of  fbme 
whofe  anions  are  mentioned  in  otnr  hiftory,  it  b  becauie  ihty 
belong  to  another  place,  in  confequence  of  their  having  furdved ' 
this  reign,  and  that  unfortunate  one  which  fucceeded  it;  bur 
thefe  are  at  leaft  the  principal  heroes  to  whom  were  owing  our 
diilinguifhed  vi£lories,  which  raifed  otnr  reputation  fo  much,  ex- 
tended our  commerce  fo  far,  and  might  have  brought  us  much 
greater  advantages,  if  our  domeftic  divifions  had  not  in  fbme 
ineafure  fruflrated  their  labours,  and  defeated  our  expe£lation» 
from  thofe  naval  fuccelles,  which  all  of  them  hazarded,  and 
many  hid  down  their  lives  to  purchafeU     A  memorable  mis-' 
fortune  this  I  and  which  we  ought  never  to  forget,  if  we  defire 
to  avoid  feeling  the  efFeAs  of  fo  wretched  a  conduA,  with  a 
ihort  explication  of  which,  as  a  neceflary  comment  on  what  hasr 
been  already  faid,  we  &aU  conclude  thb  chapter  K 

^  PhUip»*s  continoatioo,  of  Heath's  chronicle*  p»  5S0.  t  The  old  an4 

true  way  of  manning  the  fleet.     London,  1707,  4to.  S  ChaAberlayneV 

prefcnt  Oateof  England » tSch  edUion»p.  61  tf. 

h  AdiMit  like  cheltdo  hmom  m  o«r  foMieB,  to  the  Bsltifli  natioa,  and  add 
Inflre  co  naval  hiftory. 

i  The  addkiniftriitlon,  in  the  beginasng  of  the  king's  reign,  had  fo  little  confi- 
dence in  the  parliament,  that  they  parted  with  Dunkirk,  rather  than  a(k  for  roo« 
#iey  10  keep  it.  The  parllameM,  toward  (be  ebA  of  his  reign,  h^d  fb  iktienon- 
McAce  ha  the  adfnimllrailon,  that  they  fftrestl  him  to  Mow  np  T^itgie^  The  SrUk 
Dutch  way  was  made,  hy  advice  of  pariiamatt,  agalnfl  the  totie  of  AiiniOers )  the 
teond,  at  the  perfaafion  of  miniilerf,  agaifift  tha  fcnfe  of  parliament;  flrom  tbac 
time  UOloM  prevailed,  the  ptMietleht  began,  and  public  confofion  eofued. 

k  Compare  Sir  William  Temple's  memoirs,  Coke*s  deteOion,  K?iuiet*k  com- 
plctc  hiilory,  North's  cxamcn,  and  Dr,  Wtlwuod'*  memoirs. 

Tha 
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The  two  Butch  wars  w^re  very  difagreeable  to  a  great  {iaft 
of  the  natiooi  through  an  appreheniion  of  their  confequences  $ 
and  therefore  the  gallant  exploits  performed  by  dur  feamen^  and 
the  advantages  gained  by  the  Iaft  peace^  which  has  fecured  us 
from  any  fubfcquent  quarrels  with  that  nationi  were  not,  at 
leaft  generallyi  looked  upon  in  the  light  they  deferred;  but 
fuch  as  did  their  duty,  and  a£led  vigoroufly  in  their  ftations« 
were  difliked,  and  treated  as  the  fervile  creatures  of  a  courts 
ready  to  attempt  any  thing  for  which  they  received  orders '« 

This  was  certainly  very  injurious  ufagCi  and  fuch  as  mud 
have  contributed  to  (ink  the  fpirits  of  many.  The  true  merit 
of  a  foldier,  or  feaman^  certainly  confifts  in  executing  vigo- 
roufly  the  orders  he  receives }  and  things  are  carried  too  far^ 
when  we  pretend  to  make  them  accountable  for  thofe  orders  i 
becaufe,  if  this  maxim  (hould  be  once  eftabliflicdi  fuch  confe- 
quences  muft  inevitably  How  from  it,  as  would  be  far  more  de- 
trimental to  fociety,  than  the  affording  a  certain  meafure  of  ap^ 
plaufe  to  fuch  gallant  adlons  as  might  be  pcrfbrmed  upon 
wrong  principles  ". 

Of  this  1  might  give  a  flagrant  inftancc,  by  feferrirtj  to 
a  certain  hiftory,  where  Sir  Robert  Holmes  is  fcvercly  ceil*' 
fured  for  doing  what  a  council  of  war  dire^cd  i  and  fome  per- 
fons,  who  had  been  attainted  by  parliament,  are  juftificd,  and 
commended  for  ai&fting  the  Dutch  to  invade  this  nation,  and 
to  deftroy  our  fliips  at  Chatham ;  which  is  a  do^inc  of  a  very 
dangerous  nature,  and  dircftly  contrary  to  that  true  public  fpi- 
rit  which  ought  to  influence  all  men,  and  all  partiesi  to  bear 
whatever  may  be  required  of  them  for  their  country^s  goodj  and 
to  forbear  avenging  thcmfelves  upon  her,  whatever  provoca< 
tions,  from  their  rulers,  they  may  receive** 


I  Buroet's  blft.  of  bit  own  rimef»  vol.  U  p.  ^of.  H«nh*t  exarooi,  p.  f Ia 
Coke*(  detcAion  oi  che  four  Ui>  reignf,  p.  n.  p.  39. 

'ii  This  witf  the  feiitifneat  of  Montague,  Blake,  And.  Ayfbuc  i  for  which  tbey 
were  never  cenforcd. 

Q  01d«isoo*s  hiftory  of  the  Soiartt,  vol.  K  p.  isi ,  ^6$;  Bafnage  anulec  dcs 
provincei  untes,  vol.  i.  p.  784*  ItC  Clcrc  biftolie  dct  provinca  unies,  tone  m*, 
p.  tsi,  isx,  194— ^ptf.  By  comparipg  dieie  pai&g^s,  (be  reader  will  fee,  tbaC 
tbe  Dutch  authora  are  far  from  writing  wiih  ipleeo,  ot  rerentpacnt  of  ibcfe  UBiif« 
aAions :  fo  di&rcnt  is  party  raga^  from  aaUonal  attachment  I 

After 
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•  •        • 

After  having  .pointed  out  this  error  on  one.fide^  I  fliall,  with 
equal  freedom,  lay  open  one,  no  lefs  criminal,  on  the  other :  I 
tnean  the  court's  too  great  regard  for  France,  which  was  high- 
I7  detrifhental  to  th6  trade  of  thefe  nations^  and  had  well  nigh 
been  the  deflruclion  of  our  navy.  It  is  a  mohftrous  thing  to 
ailert,  and  yet  there  are  too  ftrong  proofs  of  this  tru^h  for  us 
to  avoid  faying;  that  the  adminiflration  in  the  latter  part  of  king 
Charles's  reign,  from  the  time  his  notions  had  a  wrong  turn 
giveii  them  By  the.  Cabal^>  favoured  tod  much  the  French 
fchemes,  for  the  advancement  of  their  commerce,  to  the  pre- 
judice of  ours ;  in  doing  which,  they  iflued  fuch  orders  to  the 
officers  of  the  navy,  as  made  them  juftly  obnoxious  to  parlia- 
ment, though  very  able  men.  in  their  ftations,  and  thereby  ere- 
ated  fueh  ati  akei'ation  iii  the  management  of  tHmgs,  as  added 
the  ruin  of  our  (hipping,  to  the  hurt  done  our  trade:  whereas, 
if  the  court  bad  acied  honeltly,  and  the  nation  been  of  one 
mind,  we  might  certainly  have  given  law  to  Europe,  and  be- 
come, eveii  then,  the  greateft  maritime  power  the  world  ever 
iaw  P. 

We  loft,  by  thefe  errors,  thofe  jidyantages  at  that  timb-  and 
the  fenfe  of  this  omiflion  ought  to  be  of  fervice  to  us  now. 
The  fleet,  at  the  death  of  king  Charles  IL  was  recovering,  in- 
deed,  but  very  uowly  *>.  It  is  time  to  fee  how  a  prince,  who 
took  care  of  nothing  elle,  profecuted  that  work  with  dili- 
genbb,  Sldd  raifed  6ur  davy  to  t  better  ftate  than  ever  it  was 
before. 


P  This  tppelUtionl  which  will  irrerliAtfi^'y  remain,  was  firO  fixed  on  thst 
miniftry  by  a  pamphlet  infitled,  England's  appeal  from  the  private  cabaf  at 
Whicehall  Co  the  great  connctl  of  the  nation.  London,  xtf73.  4(0,  b/  Sir  W. 
Coventry.  (S^ood*i  Athen.  Oxon,  vol*  ii.  col.  793.)  Coke,  however,  afcribes 
it  to  ftcretary  Trevor. 

.  P  See  Andrew  MarvelPs  growth  of  Popery,  with  the  lids  of  (hips  taken  by 
Frecch  privatecK,  the  reports  from  the  committee  of  conncil,  and  the  king*i 
orders.  See  likewife  the  character  of  Sir  £llis  Leighton,  who  war  incra(tc4' 
CO  folicit  the  reflicnrion  of  thofe  Ihtps  in  France,  as  given  by  bifhoi^  Biirnet»  of 
His  own  knowledge,  vol.  i.  p.  300,  ^$6,  ^60,  Sec  alfo  Sir  Richard  Bolftrode*s 
siemoirs.  ^  Secretary    P^py&'s   memoirs  of  the  royal   navy,   p. 

Z3^%i.     Sir   Peter   Pct(*s   future  happy  (late  of  England,   p.    186.     Sir  D. 
North's  life,  p.  173. 
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NAVAL     HtSTORY. 


4*iit  ■  '  ,■■■.■■  ,  ■      . 

C    H    A    P.      IVIl 

'The  NavaT  Hiftory  of  GrbaT  Britain,  daring  tbc 
reign  of  King  Jatne^  IL  containing  an  account  of 
the  methods  mad^  uic  of  for  redoring  and  improving 
the'  fleet ;  their  fncccfs,  and  the  king's  difappoint- 
Hient  in  his  endeavours  to  prevent  an  iavafion  from 
Holland. 


I^^£W  pra)€es  have  ftruggled  with  greater  diffictildes,  be^ 
^  fore  they  afcehded  their  thrones,  than  king  James'  II. 
and  few  ever  fuftained  a  greater  load  of  trouble  aft^« 
wards.  He  fucceeded  his  brother  the  6tfa  of  Febntaryt  16859 
with  the  general  aeclabiations  of  his  fubjefis,  who  expefled 
great  things  from  a  king  trho  came  to  the  throne  with  iuch  ad- 
vantages*. He  was  then  turned  of  fiftj-one,  had  good  natu- 
ral parts>  improved  and  ftrengtbened  both  by  education  and 
e^fcpcrience;  incUned  to,  and  very  diligent  in  buHneisi  air  able 

•'  Bchard's  hift.  of  Eoaland,  p.  1049.    Sir  John  Rere(by't  iacmoirf>  p«  iSt; 
fS^.    Lood.  &iz.  of  Febrtury^  ^  N^.  >ootf, 

^onomift : 


NAVAL    HISTORY,    «».  apt 

ccoQomifl^  in  fiae,  a  prince  who,  if  he  had  cooduded  public 
affairs  with  the  fame  eafe  and  dexterity  which  be  fliewcd  in  thr 
management  of  his  private  concerns.  Us  reign  ranft  have  beem 
as  happy  and  glorious,  as  it  proved  tronUef^me  aad  onforr 
tnaate  <>. 

It  was  kis  great  fotbtey  that  be  was  conftantly  influenced  by 
forqgn  councils,  which  is  a  thing  the  Englifli  nation  cannot  en- 
dure^ and,  indeed,  it  is  impoflible  they  fhould  :  for  as  ou^ 
cooftitntioa  differs  from  the  conftitntion  c^  all  the  ftates  upoa 
the  continent,  it  is  fimply  tmpraAtcable  to  govern  us  well,  by 
any  other  fyftem  of  politics  than  our  own'.  King  James  knew 
this  well  enougb^  and  yet  his  Ibndaefs  for  the  Popifli  religion^ 
threw  him  into  the  arms  of  France,  and  engaged  him,  while  a 
fubjed,  to  a£b  as  a  tool ;  when  a  king,  to  rule  as  a  viceroy  to 
Iicwis  XIV*  and  thb  at  a  junAure,  when,  if  be  had  been  of 
ihe  religion  of  his  fathers,  and  had  complied  with  the  defires 
of  his  people,  he  might  have  given  law  to  that  haughty  mo- 
narch, and  been  cfteemed  the  deliverer  of  Europe^.  His  bi- 
gotry blinded  hioi;  fome  of  his  minifters  abufed  bis  confidence^ 
till,  by  a  feries  of  bad  management,  be  made  his  affairs  defpe- 
rate,  and  loft  the  affcdiqas  of  his  people,  which  foon  loft  him 
aU. 

Yet,  as  wrong  as  his  conduft  was,  in  ahnoft  tvery  other 
particular,  the  care  he  todc  of  naval  affairs,  defervts  to  be 
tranfmitted  to  pofterity  with  juft  applaufe.  He  had  long  exer- 
cjfed  the  office  of  lord  high-admiral,  in  (he  reign  of  his  bro- 
ther, and  underftood  it  thoroughly ;  he  knew,  too,  the  difoc^ 
ders  which  had  crept  into  the  whole  economy  of  the  fleet,  ii^ 
the  fix  years  immediately  preceding  his  acceflion;  and  h^wa^ 
veil  acquainted,  befides,  with  the  difficulties  the  late  King 
had  found,  in  difcovering  and  applying  remedies  to  thefe  mi& 
chiefs. 


b  Coke's  drtcQioo  of  the  foar  Ufi  ffcigtit,  book  v,  |>.  7.  Sir  Jobn  Rercibjr'i 
ncmoin,  p.  189,  100.  Barnet'i  htftory  of  hU  own  times^  vol.  i}.  p.  ags, 
%9%.  «  Montef^iniea  de  Tefpric  «lei  \o\x,  i\r.  xL  chap.  vi.  Ii%t.  xi||* 

chap.  xxYJf.  d  S.  PoScndoHE  renini  Braodcnburgicanmi  Mft.  Hl^.  xviK» 

EchardH  hiilory  of  EagUn6,  p.   1049.    BtiriMt*t  bifiory  of  hii  ovn  tfvifi 
vol.  i.  p.  tfz3» 
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As  foon,  chereforCi  as  he  was  feated  on  the  throne^  he  bp^ 
gaD  to  confider  how  a  total  reformation  might  be  wrought^  and 
the  affairs  of  the  navy  be  not  only  fet  right  for  the  prefent,  but 
alfo  be  put  into  fuch  a  fettled  courfe^  as  that  they  might  not 
iuddenly  go  wrong  again  *»  With  this  view,  he  confulted  Mr. 
t^epys,  and  fome  other  cpnfiderabl^  perfpns,  on  whofe  abilities 
and  integrity  he  could  depend ;  and  having  lea^ied  from  them 
what  wa^  neceflary  to  be  done,  to  bring  about  the  ends  at  which 
he  aimed,  he  (irfl  affi^ned  a  ftated  fund  of  four  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds  a-year»  payable  quarterly  out  of  the  treafury,  foi^ 
the  fervice  of  the  navy;  and  then  iflTued  a  fpecial  commif&on  fof 
fettling  all  things  relating  to  it,  and  for  putting  the  managcmeDt 
thereof  into  fuch  a  method,  as  niipht  need  few  or  no  alterations 
in  fucceeding  times  f. 

This  comihiinon  was  the  wifeft  adl  of  his  whole  reign,  and 
anfwere^  very  efFcftually  all  that  was,  or  indeed  could  be,  cx- 
pe£led  from  it.  It  was  grounded,  as  to  form,  on  a  commif- 
£on  which  had  iiTued,  for  the  fame  purpofe,  in  the  reign  of  his 
grandfather,  of  which  we  have  taken  notice  more  than  once*. 
As  the  then  cbmmiffioners  of  the  navy  were  men  of  fair  cha- 
raster,  though  they  l>ad  been  fo  unlucky  in  the  management  of 
their  office,  the  king  would  not  remove  them,  but  caufed  their 
names  to  be  mferted  in  this  commiflion,  which  fuperfeded  their 
ovm,  whh  the  addition  of  a  few  old  feivants,  though  new  com- 
miffioners,  on  whofe  (kill  and  vigilance  he  depended.  The  old 
commiiTtoners  were,  the  lord  vifcounc  Falkland,  Sir  John  Tip- 
pets, Sir  Kichard  Haddock,  Sir  Phineas  Pett,  Sir  John  Narbo- 
rougli,  Mr.  Southerne,  Sir  Richard  Beach,  Sir  John  Godwin : 
the  new  ones.  Sir  Anthony  Dean,  Sir  John  Berry,  Mr.  Hewer, 
and  Mr.  St.  Michael*'.  This  commiflfion  was  dated  the  17th  of 
April,  i68(»,  and  by  it  the  comipiflioners  were  dire£led  to  in- 
quire into,  and  remedy  all  the  diforders  that  were  then  in  the 

c  ChamberUyne*f  prefent  ftate  of  £n2laiid,  xvith  edit.  p.  ii.  p.  17^—181. 
tvhere  the  reader  may  find  a  clear,  as  well  at  copioos  account,  of  che  Aate  of 
the  navy  at  the  kind's  acceflion.  f  Pepyt*s  memoirs  of  the  royal 

jiavy,  p.  3 i'->4r/ containing  hit  own  AiecinA,  candid,  and  perfpicuout  propo- 
6tioq  ta  h\%  maJeAy,  on  which  this  whole  reformauon  was  grounded.  f  See 

before,  m  (iiit  work,  vol.  i.  p.  484. 

h  Thift  Wit  an  onacceptahle  fervice  to  the  ocw  commifljonert :  bat  w^en  tbej 
oace  A:re  in,  ihey  aclcd  vigoroufly. 
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imvyt  to  r^ftore  it,  in  every  refpe^^,  to  good  order,  and  from 
time  to  time  to  report  the  proceedings  to  his  majefly  and  the 
privy-coonctl,  as  tbej  were  particularly  enjoined  in  that  corn* 
iniffion  K 

The  commiffioners  vefted  with  thefe  powers  loft  no  time,  but 
fdl  impiediately  on  a  diligex^t  infpeflion  into  the  flate  of  the 
navy,  inquired  ftriAly  into  the  caufes  of  paft  mifcarriages,  with 
refpe£t  rather  to  things  than  roen»  and  taking  fbch  meafuresfor 
the  immediate  remedy  of  the  mifchtefs  they  difcoyerisd^  that 
fhe  old  fhips  were  perfectly  repaired;  the  new  ones,  where 
they  wanted  it,  altered  and  amended ;  the  yards-  property  fupr 
plied  with  the  ableft  workmen ;  all  the  ftore^houies  filled  with 
whatever  was  requifite,  bought  at  the  heft  hand,  and)  in  all 
fefpcAs,  the  heft  in' their  kind  ^  the  eftimates  brought  into  pro- 
per order,  and  the  wh^le  economy  of  the  navy  reduced  in- 
to fo  clear  a  method,  that  it  was  impoffible  any  officer  could  be 
ignorant  of,  or  miftaken  in,  his  duty,  the  public  fervice  fufTer 
in  any  of  its  various  branches,  or  the  king  run  any  hazard  of 
being  cheated,  without  an  immediate  difcovery  of  the  ofFenderi'. 

I  The  whole  of  chi<  Acconni  it  tak«n  from  Mr*  PepysU  memotts  relatinf;  to 
the  ftjte  of  our  roy»l  ntyy  of  EniiUndj  whereio  he  cells  u|,  that  the  foiluwing 
(jaalifications  were  chiefly-  confidered  in  the  choice  pf  the  new  cpmmifljoners,  por- 
Ifiant  to  u  meniorial  addrefled  by  hiip  to  the  kiug,  and  which  waf  drawn  by  his 
maker's  cxpreft  dire<)ioni,  tn<. 

**  f.  A  prated  kfiow  ledge  in  evcrypatt  of  the  works  and  methods  of  your 
navy,  both  at  the  board*  and  ia  your  yards.  The  not  difcerniog  of  which, 
(and  the  others  that  follow),  appeari  to  have  coft  your  royal  brother  and  you, 
within  the  foremeniioned  five  years,  above  half  a  million.  II.  A  gcncr.l 
maftery  tn  the  bufincfs  and  accompts,  though  more  particuUrly  thofe  incident 
to  the  afLirs  of  your  nayy«  III.  Vlgoyr  of  mind,  joined  with  approved  in<* 
dullry,  zeA,  and  perfonkl  aptnefs  for  labour.  IV.  An  entire  re^gnation  of 
themfelvety  and  their  whole  time  to  this  your  fervice,  without  Hablenefs  to 
''  avoratiofi  from  other  bufinefs  or  pleafure^  V.  LaOly,  Such  credit  with  your 
**  -majeAy  for  integrity  and  loyally,  as  may  (with  the  former  conditions')  lead 
"  both  yonrrdf,  and  my  lord  treafnrer,  to  an  entire  confidence  of  having  all 
**  done,  that  can  be  morally  expe^ed  (rcn  them,  in  the  advancement  of  your 
"  ftrvtce,  and  the  circnmfiK^t  and  orderly  difpeniing  and  improving  of  your 
7  rreafnre." 

k  The  regulations,  in  refpcA  to  naval  affairs,  when  the  king  bimfelf  aAed  at 
admiral,  afliOed  only  by  Mr.  Pepy»,  as  feccetary,  at  five  hundred  pounds  per 
annum  falary,  are  allowed,  by  all  Teamen,  to  be  as  judicious  and  cife^ual,  and  at 
the  fame  time  «s  gentle,  and  as  praj^icablr,  as  ca^i  be  defired. 
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That  an  this  might  mpre  fully  and  indifputgUj  appear^  (be- 
fiUes  the  reports  dire£led  by  the  commiffioa  beiog  duly  made}* 
the  commiilioners  engaged  bis  majefty  to  vifit,  in  pciibn,  the 
yards,  docks,  flore-hou(es,  ire.  which,  confidering  hia  perfc£k 
acquaintance  with  nav^  affairs,  made  it  impofiiUe  he  (honld  be 
deceived ;  and  then,  having  demonftrated  the  jisftice  of  their 
condud,  by  leaving  the  navy  much  increafed,  in  perfe£l  order^ 
and  with  fea*ftores  valued  at  four  hundred  thoqfafid  pounds, 
they  laid  down  their  pofts,  their  oommiflion  being  ibperfeded 
with  a  juft  approbation  of  their  conduct,  by  letters  patent  under 
the  great  feal,  Odober  12,  i688.  Thus,  in  little  more  than 
two  years  time,  this  great  reform  was  made,  all  the  officers  of 
the  navy  in  general  paid,  to  a  farthing,  and  a  faving  made  to 
the  public,  of  three  hundred  fcven  thouiand  five  hundred  and 
feventy  pounds,  nine  {hillings  and  fourpence ;  and  this  for  the 
inconfiderable  expence  of  Cx  thoufand  pounds  paid  to  the  new 
commiilioners  ^ 

While  this  commiflion  fubfifted,  the  king  iffbed  new  inftnic* 
tiopstothe  officers  commanding  his  fliips  of  war:  tbefe  aie 
dated  the  15  th  of  July,  1686,  and  are  extremely  well  talco- 
lated  for  promoting  the  public  fervice,  fecuring  difcipline,  and 
preferving  proper  memorials  of  every  man's  particular  merit, 
by  obliging  all  captains,  and  fuperior  officers,  to  depofite  a  per- 
fect copy  of  their  journals  with  the  fecretary  of  the  admiralty. 
As  many  things  in  thefe  regulations,  might  feem  to  bear  hard 
upon  commanders,  and  to  deprive  them  of  thofe  emoluments 
which  their  predecefibrs  had  long  enjoyed^  his  majefty  wa^ 
pleafed  to  grant  them  very  conSderabie  favours  |  fuch  as  a  fet« 
tied  allowance  for  th^r  tables'*,  feveral  advantages  in  refpecb 
to  prizes,  isfc.  and,  in  the  cloie,  gracioufly  condefcended  to 
proniife  to  take  fpecial  notice  of,  and  amply  to  reward,  every 
inflaoce  of  courage,  care,  or  diligence,  in  any  of  his  officers^ 

upon 


i  Memoiri  of  tSe  rcjtl  nav>»,  p.  r $5.  a  froall  trcadfc  little  known,  but,  ncw- 
thel«fs,  of  incOimAble  value. 

w  The  rca^rr  may  form  a  proper  conception  of  the  Importance  oftbn  regoU- 
tion,  by  contMenp^  the  following  tahle;  which  fhews  the  proporcioii  maintaificd 
in  t!tis  new  al'owance,  fo  as  to  nt.ke  it  a  ju(l  equivalent  fur  the  perqnifitcf  taken 
tLWuy  by  this  inHruf tic n. 

*-  Rat«, 
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upon  proper  atteftations  depoficed  with  the  fecretary  of  the  ad-' 
miralty  *. 

We  need  not  wonder,  that^  in  conlequence  of  fo  unwearied 
an  attention^  the  Britifli  fleet  was  in  Tery  good  order  whea 
king  James  had  the  firft  notice  of  the  prince  of  Grangers  de- 
iign }  but  we  may  be  juftly  furprifcd  at  the  ftrange  manage* 
ment  of  maritime  affairs  from  that  time.  A  fquadron  of  (hips 
was  indeed  immediately  ordered  to  fea  under  the  cbmmand  of  Sir 
Roger  Strickland,  then  rear-admiral  of  England,  who  was  per- 
haps the  moft  improper  man  in  the  world  to  command  them^ 
on  account  of  his  Jbcing  obnoxious  to  the  Teamen,  by  the  readi- 
neft  he  he  had  (hewn  in  bringing  priefts  on  board  the  fleet. 
His  fquadron  was  ordered  to  the  Downs  very  indifferently  man- 
ned i  and  when  he  complained  of  it,  and  defired  to  have  foldiers 
at  leaft  fent  on  board,  even  this  was  very  flowly  complied  with^ 
confidering  the  importance  of  the  fervice  ®. 

By  his  inftrudions  he  was  to  have  remained  in  tlie  Downs  ^ 
but  conceiving  that  to  be  a  very  improper  ftation  for  the  fervice 
he  was  expe^ed  to  perform,  after  confultmg  with  the  captains 
in  whom  be  could  beft  confide,  he  certified  as  much  to  the 
court,  and  offered  it  as  his  and  their  opinion,  that  it  would  be 
better  for  the  fleet  to  remain  at  the  buoy  of  the  gun -fleet,  near 
Harwich.  The  king,  as  foon  as  he  received  this  advice,  fent 
for  lord  Dartmouth,  Sir  John  Berry,  captain  John  Clements, 
the  three  elder  brothers  of  the  Trinity-houfe  at  Deptford,  and 
Mr.  Pepys,  to  whom  be  communicated  Sir  Roger  Strickland's 


«te. 
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*  Memoirf  of  the  rofit  nivy,  p.  1x4, 1x5.  It  were  to  be  wUhed  romechinj  of 
IhM  Harare  coold  a^iin  take  place. 

*  Hombf 's  caveat  ap^d  the  Wblgt,  p.  ii.  p.  50.  where  be  telli  ns,  that,  on 
the  fird  celebrating  mafa  on  board  one  of  bU  najcfly's  fl)ipf,  it  occadoncd  fuch 
in  uproar  and  muclay  in  tha  fleet,  that  it  wai  as  much  as  the  officers  couid  do, 
io  prevent  the  (kiiou  frooB  ikriSda^thc  pricdt  ro  Mcptunc. 

letter. 
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letter,  and,  in  confequcncc  of  their  joint  aclvicc,  fcnt  the  admiral 
orders  to  fait  out  of  the  Downs  with  tlie  fird  eafVerly  wind,  and 
place  himfeif  b<:tween  the  north  Sand-bead  and  the  Kentifti 
Knock,  thfcre  to  continue  under  fail  in  the  dayUmcj  and  at  an- 
chor in  the  nighty  in  order  to  obfcrve  the  Dutch  fleet,  and  to 
gain  the  bell  intelligence  of  them  he  could^  in  purfiiance  of  the 
inftruAions  which  were  then  fent  him**. 

When  the  danger  appeared  more  clearly,  this  fleet  was  di- 
refted  to  retire  to  the  huoy  in  the  Nore^  and  lord  Dartmouth 
was  ordered  to  fea  with  fuch  a  reinforcement  as  made  the  whole 
fleet  under  his  command  confift  of  forty,  mfen  of  warj  of  which 
thirty-eight  were  of  the  line  of  battle^  and  efghteen  fire-Hiips. 
This  fleet  being  at  the  gun-fleet,  and  ready  in  all  refpefts  to  farl^ 
a  council  of  war  was  called,  wherein  Sir  Williaiti  Jennings^  who 
commanded  a  third  rate,  propofed  to  put  to  fea^  and  ft:and  over 
to  the  Dutch  coafts,  as  the  fliortcfl  and  fureft  way  to  prevent  aii 
invafion;  This  propofition,  however,  was  rejefied  by  a  great 
majority,  and  fo  it  ivas  rcfolved  to  continue  there. ^  The  true 
ground  of  tbisj  as  Mr.  Secretary  Durchet  ^  fairly  tcll^  us,  was 
the  fccrct  refolution  of  the  grcateft  part  of  the  captains  to  hinder 
the  admiral,  in  cafe  he  had  come  up  with  the  Dutch  fleet,  froni 
doing  them  much  damage:  and  thus  it  appears  how  incffcftual 
fleets  and  armies  are,  when  princes  hate  loft  the  confidence  of 
thofe  who  ferve  in,  or  command  them. 

It  may  not  now  be  amifs  to  caft  our  eyes  over  it  Holland,  in 
order  to  confider  the  force  preparing  there  for  this  invafion.  Hi^ 
highnefs  the  prince  of  Orange  had  about  his  perfon  abundance 
of  Engliih  noblemen  and  gentlemen,  particularly  the  earls  of 
Shrewftufy  and  Macclesfield,  the  lords  Mordaunt,  Wihfhire; 
Pawlet,  Elan,  and  Damblain;  admiral  Herbert;  Mr.  Herbert; 
colonel  Sidney,  Mr.  RufTel,  Sir  Rowland  Gwyn,  tnajor  Wild- 
man,  Dr.  Burnet,  Mr.  Harbord,  Mr.  Fergufon,  and,  befidcs 
the  general  officers  of  the  ftatfcs,  the  marfltal  Scltombfcrg,  count 
Charles,  his  fon  Mr.  Cailiemdtte,  younger  fon  to  the  marquis  of 
Kouyigni,  and  two  or  three  hundred  French  refugees  ^.    The 

fleet 

P  Burclitt's  naval  hiflory,  p.  4x1.  Rennet's  compiCte  hiftorv  of  IZngltn^a 
^ol.  iii.  p.  S*7»  Echard**  hiflory  of  England,  p.  1 1  ix,  1  no.  Sir  John  Rertfby** 
memoirs,  p,  28o«  4  Kav^l  bidory,  p.  4^4.  r  Butnci*s  hiClory  oC 

his  own  limes,  «ol.  i.  p.  762.     £chard's  hiitdry  of  England,  p.  it  18.     Father 

Orleans*! 
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flict  itmt  ^3$  iq  carry  thcfe  C9niifte4  of  about  fifty  fatiU  moft  pf 
f^bep^  third  pr  fourth  ratq^^  and  .the  tranfports  wer^  about  five 
hundred,  Theffi  yr'nfy  twei)tj»6Te  fire-fl|ips,  ja^ade  up  the  wjiqle 
navy:  the  Jand-forccs  embarked,  were  fopr  tboufaAd  hpri^  and 
clragoo]i3>  aiid  ten  thoufand  foot.  .  It  was  vf^XY  rcuuarkable,  that 
though  ;^11  t^e  captains  of  th^fe  ireiTels  were  I^ujtcb)  J^t  the  chif f 
command  w?s  gi^fn  to  aduiiral  Herberts  who  very  lately  com- 
manded  A^e  ^ngfiih  fleet  9  and- this  w^t^i  a  view  either  to  engage 
ihips  to  Gomp  oyer,  or  at  leail  to  encourage  the  feftmcn  to  ^cfcrt.. 

In  order  to  do  this  more  effcfluaUy,  Herbert  firft  z44^cStdj3, 
letter  to  his  coun^ymea  in  the  (ea  fervice,  and  the;i  ftopd  wit^ 
the  Dutch  Seet  fver  to  the  Do^ns,  in  order  to  look,  at  the  £ng- 
lifh  fquadrpn,  a^d  try  what  eSc£b  Jiis  exh9rta(ipp$  ]xzd  prodU- 
ced5.  Attha^  time  his  fuccefs  did  not  promife  tnu<;hi  9nd,  afjper 
a  fortnights  crujfing,  he  returned  to  the  Dutch  cpal^,  with  a 
better  opinioif  of  X^c  king's  4^ct,  and  a  worfe  of  his  own,  jhan 
when  he  failed.  Buf,  for  all  this,  I^is  eptftle  did  almoft  as  inuch 
fervice  as  the  force  he  commanded  ;  for,  though  the  dcfprtiofi 
was  inconGderahfe,  ye^  h^  degrees  ^e  £iilors  loft  their  fpirits, 
an4  tjbeir  facers  began  to  cabaly  and  ^o  cotifult,  not  how  t|ie^ 
fhould  execute  the  orders  they  had  received,  but  how  thqy 
mighjL  beft  take  f)^fir  meafures  to  fecure  the  fleet. 

On  the  i9fh  of  0£)^dber,  i683»  th^  prince  weht  on  board*  an^ 
the  whole  fleet  failed  that  night ;  bi^t  the  next  day^  the  wind 
ttiming  north,  and  then  fettling  in  the  north-weft,  it  yrzs  found 
impoflible  to  ftruggle  with  it>  and  therefore  on  the  2i&  the  fleet 
returned)  ftfter  havitig  been  rudely  handled  by  a  ik>rai^".  On  the 
firflt  of  November  the  fleet  failed  again.  The  priricpiikcended  to 
hate  'gone  northwards,  and  to  have  landed  his  forces  in  the 
mouth  of  the  Humber ;  but  a  ftronjg  eaft  wind  rendered  this  im- 

Orleans*!  hiflory  of  the  revolotjons  in  England  under  tiie  famU/  oC  Uic  Stuartf, 
p.  310.  '^  Lc  Clerc  h\li.  dcs  provincei  iinics,  tome  iii.  p.  409.     Mcrcurc 

hilloriqne  et  policiqor,  tome  v.  p.  113^.  $tt  our  memoirs  ef  adtnftal  Herbert, 
afterward  ear)  of  ToTting,t6a,  in  vol,  iiL  p;  ^98*  999*  ^  As  impariial 

account  of  fome  remarkable  paJTiges  in  the  life  of  Arthur  earl  of  Torrington, 
London,  1691,  4to,  p.  xi,  13.  where  the  admirars  letter  is  printed  at  larj^e. 
u  JCeonet^s  biAory  of  Cngiaiid,  vol.  iii.  p.  jatf.  Life  of  king  William,  p.  130. 
Memoirs  of  $ir  John  Rerciby,  p.  ill,  ^^o.  The  hiftory  of  the  defertion,  or  an 
account  of  all  the  public  affairs  in  England  from  the  beginning  of  September 
itfSS  to  the  xath  of  f  ebruary  fiiIowing«     By  Edmond  9ohuo,  ^fqj 

Vol.  II.  P  p  prafticablc, 
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pradicaUe,  an^  feemed  to  direct  them  to  a  better  courie.  His 
highnefs  then  failed  weftward,  the  fame  wind  which  faronght 
him  to  the  Englifli  coaft  keeping  in  the  king's  (hips,  though  they 
were  come  down  lb  low  as  the  gnn-fleet.  There  in  a  foggy  day 
they  pafled  the  Efiglilh  navy  undifcemed,  except  a  few  tranf- 
ports  which  /ailed  in  fight,  while  the  EngUfh  fleet  rode  with  dieir 
yards  and  top-mafts  down,  and  could  not,  hy  redibn  of  the  ex* 
traordinary  violence  of  the  wind,  purchafe  their  anchors. 

On  the  4th  of  November  at  noon,  it  was  refelved  on  board 
the  Dutch  fleet,  that  part  of  the  (hips  (hould  go  into  Dartmouth, 
and  the  reft  into  Torbay  j  but  in  the  night  the  pilots  overfbot 
both,  and  then  it  was  determined  to  go  into  Plymouth,  which, 
if  they  had  done,  might  have  proved  fatal ;  but  the  wind,  fod* 
denl3r  turning  from  eaft  to  fbuth,  correded  the  error  of  their 
pilots,  and  b)*ought  them  fafe  into  Torbay,  where  the  army  was 
immediately  landed,  and  the  prince  made  the  neceflary  difpofi- 
tions  for  drawing  the  country  gentlemen  in  the  neighbourhood 
to  join  him^. 

As  foon  as  the  wind  wonld  permit,  the  earl  of  Dartmouth,  a 
gallant,  loyal,  and  aAive  officer,  weighed  with  the  £nglifh  fleet, 
and  flood  to  fea  with  a  refolution  to  follow  and  fight  the  Dutch. 
Secretary  Burchet  and  btfliop  Burnet  feem  lb  contradiA  each 
ether  in  what  they  fay  on  this  fubje£l.  The  (ectttvtf  informs  ust 
that  lord  Dartmouth  came  before  Torbay  with  his  fleet,  and 
gave  the  Dutch  an  opportunity  of  feeing  what  his  ftrength  might 
have  enabled  him  to  do,  if  h^had  inclined  to  treat  them  as  ene- 
mies '•  The  prelate  on  the  contrary  fays,  that  lord  Dartmouth 
affiired  faim  feme  time  after,  that,  whatever  ftories  the  Dutch 
might  have  heard  either  of  officers  or  feamen^  he  waa  confident 
the;  would  have  fought  very  heartily  ^ 

This  feeming  contradidion  may,  however,  be.eafily  reconci- 
led }  for  this  difpofitlon  of  fighting  is  to  be  referred  to  the  time 
when  the  £ngUih  firft  got  to  fea  -,  and  then,  if  they  had  come 
up  with  the  Dutch  fleet>  it  is  very  probable  they  had  come  to 

V  Eclurd's  biClory  of  Eogltod,  p.  iixi.  An  impartiil  tcconnt  of  feme  rc- 
markcble  ptflages,  f^c.  p.  15.  Memoir*  of  Sir  John  Rcrcfby,  p.  ^Bx.  The  hif- 
tory  of  the  defertlonj  p.  59-  ^  Memoirs  of  tranra^iom  it  61  dortoj^ 

th«  wtr  with  Frtooe,  beginning  id  1^8,  aod  ending  in  1597,  by  Jofiih  fiorchet, 
^fqi  London,  17^3,  Sfo,  p.  19.  f  Hiftory  gf  hii  own  timesj  voL  i.  p.  ^S^. 
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bl4>ws»  and  chc  iMifinefe  had  been  decided  by  a  battk :  but  when 
t^  wind,  timing  to  tbc  foothy  carried  the  prince's  fleet  into 
Torbay,  it  forced  the  Ei^ltih  fleet  back»  and,  afterwards  rifing 
into  a  Aorm,  ruflied  them  (6  much,  that  it  was  two  or  three 
days  before  k>rd  Dartmoatfa  came  again  before  Torbay  ^  and  thea 
it  was  that,  as  Mr.  Burchet  fays,  he  ibewed  the  Dutch  a  ^eer^ 
eapaUe  indeed,  but  little  inclined  to  hurt  them.  The  feamcoi 
had  time  in  this  fpace  to  cotffider  what  they  were  doing,  and 
fuch  of  the  officers,  as  were  well  affeflcd  to  the  prince's  defigo, 
had  an  opportunity  of  working  upon  themi  and  difpofing  things 
for  his  ferviec ;  and  thus  that  naval  force,  which  the  king  had 
cultivated  with  fo  great  care,  and  on  which  he  depended  Cs^ 
much,  proved  of  little  or  no  ufe,  as  well  as  his  army :  fo  difficult 
a  thing  it  is  to  bring  EngUflimen  to  epflav e  England  ! 

As  to  the  conduit  of  the  king  after  the  arrival  of  the  Dutch 
fleet,  it  was  lb  unaccountable  in  itfeif,  and  lb  much  has  been 
faid  of  it  by  other  writers,  that  it  is  fibfohitely  unnece0ary  foe 
me  to  infift  upon  it'  ;  I  flkall  only  obfervei  that  it  was  very 
firange  he  paid  fo  little  attention  to  the  fleet,  fince,  if  we  except 
the  care  he  took  in  fending  away  bis  family,  it  does  not  appear^ 
that  he  iflued  any  orders  relatiqg  thereto;  which  will  feem  ftiil 
the  more  extraordinary,  if  we  confider,  that  his  adoxiral  was  not 
only  a  man  of  quality,  and  one  on  whofe  fidelity  he  could  abfo* 
lutely  depend,  but  alfo  an  ei^perienced  officer,  and  ^  man  ex« 
tremely  beloved  by  the  failors.  In  all  probability,  he  was  deter- 
red from  taking  any  meafures  of  thb  fort,  by  what  happened  at 
the  docks,  where  the  workmen  employed  in  the  fonrice  of  the 
royal  navy  rofe  on  afudden,  and,  without  any  other  arms  than 
the  tods  belongpQg  to  their  trades,  drove  out  a  rq;tment  of  re* 
gular  troops  quartered  at  Rochefterand  Chatham,  and  declared 
for  the  Proteftant  religion,  and  the  prince  of  Orange. 

It  is  alfo  not  improbable,  that  the  king  was  difoouraged  from 
making  any  applications  to  the  ieamen,  in  whom  he  had  formerly 
jQiewn  much  confidence^,  by  the  revolt  of  Gucrnfey  and  Jcrfcy, 
lirhere  the  people,  and  efpecUIly  the  failors  belonging  to  the 
vefiels  in  their  harbQurs,  feized  feveral  Popifh  ofRcers,  who  bad  ' 


>  Kcooety  vol.  iii.  Echcrd,  Sir  John  Rfrcd^y't  memoirt.    See  liXcwite  tbc 
Botri  of  hit  grace  John,  duke  of  BuckiogbamQiirr,  vol.  ii,  p.  9t. 
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b^etl  feiit  tbither  to  ditciplin^  thdr  mllitk^  and  oh  0&€r  preten* 
c^s;  and  this  upoit  xht  firft  ii^ws  of  the  invaffioft  here*.  To  faj 
the  truth,  the  fea*faring  people  all  over  the  tiatiofly  b«t  particU- 
Utif  in  Briflol  atid  London,  declared  unantmoully  and  tehtfoicnc* 
ly  againft  his  meafures  *>,  and  did  all  in  their  poirer  to  prevent 
the  mofl  obnoxious  of  bis  mitiidersy  fuch  as  chan^lor  Jeffbries  S 
and  fatiier  Petre,  from  making  their  efcapb ;  nrhich  can  he  at- 
tribiited  to  ilothing  hut  the  juft  fenfe  they  bad  of  the  }fiiqi»fous 
masftires  thefe  people  had  purfued  \  for,  aS  to  themfeivesi  thcj 
hkd  no  particular  grievances. 

But,  what  is  ftill  (nore  ilrafnge,  the  kiiig  made  no  uie  of  the 
Fi^nch  power  at  fca,  tboiigh  he  Was  in  the  ftrMieft  alHaerice 
vith  that  court.  A  French  iiefet^  if  fitted  oUt  at  that  jail£faiire^ 
might  have  fiiade  the  Dutch  mote  cautious,  even  while  tbis  in- 
valids was  under  their  deliberatipn,  or  if  a  Fi^^nch  fqoadrofi  bad 
joined  his  own  navy,  as  in  his  brother*^  time,  when  wtf  were 
engaged  in  the  laft  Dutch  war,  th^s  itinft  h^e  had  a  great 
weight :  for  though,  in  the  former  cafe,  the  French  fqnadroD$, 
a^  We  have  Qiewn,  never  did  any  good,  yet  now  the  circumftan- 
ces  of  things  beitig  altered,  and  the  French  king  fo  nearly  con* 
cerned  in  breaking  a  confederacy,  which  he  knew  td  be  fornaing 
againfl  him,  and  of  which  this  was  the  firft  apparent  a£l»  as 
well  as  in  fuccouring  fo  firm  and  fo  afefoi  an  ally;  there  is  realdi| 
to  believe  his  officers  and  feamen  would  hayeade^  heartily  and 
harmonioafly  <*.  , 

Befides,  the  French  naval  power  (without  o\ir  king'^  affif- 
tance)  was  now  become  quite  another  thing  than  it  was  sn  the 
Dutch  war,  fmce  very  lately  they  had  fought  the  Dutch  upon 
equal  terms  in  theMediterranean  with  honour,  and  conleqaeittij 

»  F*Uc*s  hiftory  of  the  ifland  of  Jcrfcy,  p.  115,  ia6.  b  Hiftory  of  rhc 

^fJcrtion,  p.  84,  88.  Mcitiiirs  of  Sir  John  Rcrt/l>y,  p.  apj.  £chard,  p.  X130. 
«■*  Memoirs  of  John,  duite  ttf  Buckingham Hlire,  v.. I.  ii.  p  95.  A  complete  hiAory 
of.  the  iife  of  Q^rgeiorci  Jeffcries,  London,  1689,  4to,  p.  70^ 

d  Qulncy,  ^d(l.  miliuire  de  Louis  XI V.  tome  ii.  p.  141.  There  aretwocaufcs 
a(Tj*ncd  for  this  cortdu£l  o:  the  French  :  the  firft,  that  Baiillon,  the  French  ara- 
baffador  here,  aflured  htc  mafter  it  would  coft  t  long  and  bloody  civil  war  to  de- 
throne king  juihes  ;  £>  that  he  mighi  take  bis  own  tiine  to  relieve  bim :  the  Cc- 
rt^ffi,  that  his  minldcr  M.  dc  Louvois,  led  by  his  own  intere(bs,  turned  the  arms 
of  France  ag-^inft  the  houfe  of  AuftVia,  which  le^t  the  republic  of  Holland  at  fuil 
i.bcrcy  to  eopioy  tli:ii  ilcct  and  furcCk  in  the  fcrvicc  of  the  prince  of  Qunj^. 
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itcre  ttpMt  ^  fighting  them  eU^wher^,  as  the  ftates  very  ^ell 
kfiew;  and  would  h^Te  beeh  iltiwlDihg  to  run  any  fuck  hazard. 
BtiCy  sitove  all)  in  fo  delicate  a  cottjondhare)  the  appearance  of  si 
hrge  Fretich  Qeet  would  have  eotnpelled  his  own  to  fight,  and 
in  Ui  probability  woolil  have  raifed  again  the  fpirits  of  the  tlmid^ 
and  pot  fuipe&ed  captains  on  exerting  thcmfelves  to  wipe  away 
the>  imputations  of  th^r  enemies.  The  engaging  the  0Utch  oil 
any  (erms,  was  tbitt  at  which  he  ought  chiefly  to  have  aimed ; 
for  an  aAion  muft  have  done  him  fervice^  by  rouzirig  the  fpiHt< 
of  his  failors,  who  would  then  have  banifhtd  all  diffidence,  afid 
confidered  nothing  but  the  fupport  of  the^Englifh  reputation. 
Theft  obvious  advantages  he  mified,  either  from  a  ftrong  perfua- 
&>fi  that  bi$  own  force  n^as  more  than  fufficient  to  repel  the  in* 
vaders,  or,  jis  It  i|  commonly  reported,  by  the  advice  of  the 
carl  of  Sunderland,  who  difcouraged  the  having  recourfe  to  fO" 
rfcign  aiffiftafice,  6t>m  arguments  drawn  from  the  king  and  ttfa^ 
tion^s  fafety ;  and  fo  the  king,  when  he  wanted  them  mod,  had 
siot  either  a  fleet  of  his  own  or  of  hia  allies  at  his  deVotiM  j 
which  if  he  had,  it  is  hot  improbable  he  hiight  have  turned  the 
tables  dgain,  add  forced  the  Dutch  off  the  coaft<^. 

The  miftakes  cojnmhted  on  this  fide  were  heightened  in  their 
appeafiirlce  by  the  gi^e^t  cautloQ  and  wife  management  on  the 
cipher,  as  ^ell  af  by  the  forefeen  and  unforefeen  confequences 
of  the  ^hole  tknfedion.  The  embarkation  was  made  with  eafe;^ 
the  pst^ge  better  regulated  by  the  winds,  than  it  could  have  been 
b^  theif  prudence;  the  defcent  in  the  fitteft  place  in  England  for 
landihg  of  horie )  fo  that  it  was  performed  without  difficulty  a^ 
^ell  iLS  withbut  danger.  Bifhop  Burnet  f,  therefore,  fays  truly, 
ihSt  tbefe  lines  from  Qdudlan  were  very  happily  applied  to  the 
prince  of  Orange's  expedition : 

P  nimium  diUSe  Deo!  cut  militat  ath^r^ 
Et  ccnjurati  veniunt  ad  clajftca  venti, 

«  Oh  facai*4l.protc£ted  chief !  whom  Ikies  defend, 
«<  And  on  whofe  cdt  fubmiffive  winds  attend.'' 

«  Memoirs  of  Sir  John  Rerelby,  p.  xj6,  280,  317.  Echard's  hifiory  of  England, 
p.  1x15.  Sse  Ui^earlof  Sooderlaod's  Utter  to  a  frieod  in  London,  d^ted  March  at, 
1689,  f  Hiftery  of  h»  own  ume:^  vol.  i,  p.  790, 

In 
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Ii>  Holland  they  triumphed  on  the  exaft  «xecutioB  of  the  pbn 
laid  down  by  the  ftate$,  and  the  moft  emincot  new^^^riter  they 
then  bad,  made  this  obfervation  on  the  fupcefa  of  the  prince's  en* 
terprizcy  in  his  reflections  on  the  hiftory  of  Europe  for  Novem* 
bcr  1688 :  <f  The  expence  beftowed  on  the  fleet  and  army,  fet 
^  imt  from  Holland^  i|  a  fign  they  are  morally  affiired  of  cIk 
**  fuccefs  of  the  expedition^  which  I  am  apt  to  think  has  been  a 
f*  long  tiitoe  in  agttationi  though  it  was  carried  with  that  pro* 
f*^  dence  and  fecrecy^  as  not  to  be  difoovercd  till  k  conld  be  no 
**  longer  concealed  K'*  When  flcill,  induftvy,  and  zeal  were 
Ttfibly  00  the  part  of  the  prince^  and  weaknefs)  irtefolouon,  and 
diffidence  apparent  in  all  the  king's  meafures,  it  was  impoffible 
things  fliould  continue  lopg  in  d>fpu(e>  or  that  his  bigbneisj  who 
knew  To  well  how  to  ufe  all  the  advantages  0iat  were  in  kis 
bands,  (honld  not  prevail. 

When  l(»rd  Dartmouth  faw  the  difpofitioa  qf  his  officers,  and 
how  little  it  was  in  his  power  to  ferve  his  mafter,  he  wiieiy 
yielded  to  necei&ty ;  and,  failing  once  again  into  the  Xlowns,  and 
tber£  holding  a  council  of  war,  it  was  refolved.firft,  to  diimi& 
from  their  commands  all  fuch  officers  as  were  kqown  to  be  Fa* 
pifls,  or  fufpe£ied  fo  to  be,  and  (hen  to  fend  up  an  addreis  to  hi9 
higbneft,  fetting  forth  their  ftcady  afieftion  to  the  Proteftant  re- 
ligion, and  their  fincere  concern  for  the  fafety,  freedom,  and 
honour  of  their  country.  Not  long  after  this  the  ({ups  were  di& 
pcrled,  fome  to  the  dock-yards  to  be  difmantled  and  laid  up» 
others  to  be  cleaned  and  repaired,  and  fuch  9s  were  in  the  i)cQ: 
condition  for  the  fea  were  appointed  for  necc^&ry  ieryices^. 

Thefc  were  all  the  exploits  performed  by  the  EngUfli  navy 
during  the  reign  of  a  prince,  who,,  while  a.(ubjei£t,  had  ierv^* 
and  acquired  a  reputation  at  fea,  who.  under(tc>od  maritime  af* 
fairs  perfectly  well,  and  who  attended  to  them  with  extraordi- 
nary diligence.  But  it  ought  to  be  remembered,  that  chough  this 
fleet  was  ufclefs  to  him,  yet  it  was  of  the  higbeft  advantage  to 
the  nation.  If  he  had  been  lefs  careful  in  this  reipc£l,  if  he  had 
left  the  navy  in  a  low  condition,  nay,  if  he  had  left  it  as  be 
found  it  at  his  brother's  deceafe,  it  would  have  been  impofliblc 


't  Mrrcore  hiftvnque  et  politique,  tome  v.  p,    1246.  b  Burcliefa  at- 
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for  us  to  have  withftopd  the  naval  power  of  France,  which  had 
been  for  feveral  years  growing,  and  about  the  time  of  the 
ttvolution,  or  a  little  before  it,  had  attained  to  its  greateft 
height  K 

As  it  was,  the  king,  left  behind  him  as  numerous,  and  in 
every  reipe^  as  complete  and  well-furnifhed  a  navy,  as  England 
had  ever  feen  ;  fo  that,,  when  the  French  came  out  with  Ouch  a 
ftrength  as  ainazed  all  the  world,  it  forprifed  indeed,  but  did 
not  fright  us ;  we  were  quickly  in  a  condition  to  look  them  ia 
the  face :  and  the  fubfequent  part  of  this  work  will  fhew,  that 
notwithftanding  the  mighty  change  that  had  happened  in  a  flioit 
tame  abroad,  and  the  pains  almoft  every  where  taken  to  create 
a  naval  force,  yet  we  were  as  able  to  afiert  our  fovereignty  in  our 
own  feas,  and  to  maintain  the  honour  of  our  flag  every  where 
elfe,  as  in  any  preceding  period* 

I  SHALL  conclude  this  chapter  by  exhibiting  to  the  read- 
er's view  an  cxzGt  account  of  the  fleet,  and  the  condition 
in  which  it  was  left  by  king  James,  in  order  to  prove 
what  hstfi  been  before  aflerted,  and  to  prepare  him  for  the 
hiftory  of  thofe  a^ons .  at  fea,  which  followed  in  the  next 
reign* 


i  Rcflociont  polttiques  far  les  fininces  et  fur  le  comtncrce,  tome  ii.  p.  37;. 
from  which  iDgeotoof  aod  cfteemed  book  I  have  borrowed,  for  the  reader's  ule. 
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Ap  AijSTRACT  Pf  the  J^ift  of  tbc  RpyaJ  5f ^yy  pf  Epglaod, 
uppn  the  i^th  of  Ifecember^  16&8,  yri^h  the  force  of  the 
vrhole. 


Ships  and  Veflcls. 

Force. 

Rates. 

Number. 

Men. 

Guns. 

I 

9  . 

6705 

i^i 

2 

II 

7010 

$>74 

,      3 

39 

i^>545 

2640 

4 

41 

9480 

190$ 

^ 
^ 

2 

260 

60 

6 

6 

420 

90 

Bombers, 

3 

120 

34 

Firc-fliips, 

a6 

P05 

21$ 

Hoys, 

<S 

22 

00 

Hulks, 

8 

50 

CO 

Ketches, 

3 

'»5 

24 

Smacks, 

5 

18 

00 

Yachts, 

14 

353 

104 

Total,        173  4«»oo3  6^in 
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CHAP.      XVHL 

The  Naval  Miftory  of  Grbai"  Britain^  under  the 
reign  of  king  William  UL  from  the  Revolution^  to 
the  peace  of  Ryfwick* 

TH  E  crown  w^  no  fboner  placed  on  the  head  of  the 
prince  of  OrangCi  than  he  began  to  feci  the  weight 
of  it,  and  experience  all  the  cares  that  neceflarily 
attend  it  t  he  had  not  (6  much  leifure  to  tafte  in  peace  the  firft 
moments  of  royalty  "^  but  found  himfelf  obliged  to  embark  in 
n  war,  as  foon  as  he  was  feated  on  the  throne.  A  war  in 
which  all  Europe  Was  engaged,  and  engaged  in  point  of  inte- 
reft ;  for  the  ambitious  defigns  of  Lewis  XIV.  were  now  fo 
evident,  that  even  the  powers  Icaft  inclined  to  action,  faw  them* 
felves  obliged  to  provide  for  their  own  fafety,  by  entering  into 

*  Metisoirt  of  Sir  }oha  Rerc/byt  p.  34S*  Life  of  king  William,  p.  xi%, 
KeoQCt's  bid,  qf  JStigUnd,  ¥oL  iii.  Boroet,  Oldmixoo's  hift,  of  the  Scuaru,  voj. 
ii.  Tindar»  cootinoatioD  of  Rapio,  VdL  iii.  p.  88.  . 
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a  confederacy  for  effefbially  oppoiing  the  encroaehineats  of 
thtt  afpiring  prince. 

The  French  king,  on  the  other  hand,  inftead  of  dtfcovering 
any  dread  of  this  f<armidable  \i|liiance)  bdjgan  firft,  Ij^  faHkig 
upon  the  empire,  and  declaring  war  againft  Spain,  at  the  fitme 
time  that  he  provided  for  his  aSyi  king  James,  whom  he  ient 
over  into  Ireland,  with  a  coofiderahle  force,  efcorted  by  a 
-^eet  of  thirty  fail  of  men  of  war,  and  feven  frigates  (^.  Cte 
the  lath  of  March,  1688-9,  that  monarch  landed  atKingiale, 
from  wbenVe  he  went  to  Cbrke*  V3n  the  foarteeiith  landed 
M*  de  Lauzun  with  five  thoufand  French  auxiliaries,  and 
king  James  icnt  over  general  McCarthy,  and  as  many  Irifh 
to  France.  Hie  iTotfowing  is  an  exa'£t  lift  of  the  V'rench  fleet 
taken  at  the  timCf  and  which  therefore  feems  very  worthy  of  be* 
lug  heft  infested ; 

I^IST  of  the  French  fieet  in  Kiogfale-Bay,  March  12, 1689. 


Commanders. 

Ships  Names. 

Guns. 

Mm. 

Xtieut.. General  le  ^fni'q.  7 
de  Antreville,               j 

1 

L' 

62 

w                 « 

42  a 

Chefs 'd'EfckSiti^ 

• 

I 

Le  Chevatlier  de  Flaio^, 

Le  tSKrietik, 

'5* 

380 

Le  Marq.  de  Relinguefs, 

Le  Serituic, 

■66. 

J70 

Le  Marq.  de  Nefmond, 

Le  Conftant, 

54 

370 

Capt^s* 

Les  iSiews 

D'Amblenient, 

Le  Henry, 

64 

40* 

]yHannuaIti 

Le  Furicu^f, 

■60 

250 

b  M.  de  Quincy  biltoire  militkire  du  're^t  de  Loifis  le  frmiide,  rdme  fL  p. 
147,  148.  JLarrey,  hitloire  de  LooU  X!y.  tome  it  Lc  Cl«rt:  hift.  4€t  pro- 
vinccs  unies,  Come  iii.  p.  415.  .  Sir  John  Rereftiy  in  his  memoirs,  p.  33X. 
fays,  the  Frenich  klne  on  this  occauon  furnilhed  king  James  with  «  rquMron  <  r 
fourteen  men  of 'war,  fix  leflcr  frigates,  and  three  iire^(htpt,  alt  weU  onflbed  and 
lit  ted  ;  etghc  cxpcrieneed  field  officers,  one  hundred  of  iofertor  note,  a  ^ptM.  of 
one  hundred  S«ifs,  a  corps  of  fkilful  pionetrr^j  15,000  of  hisowp  lutoral  fabjeAv 
arms  for  40,000  morCf  cannon  'and  ammunitior^  in  g;reat  aoondairce;  toOaOooL 
vo  money,  50,000  piftotes  as  a  pre(enC  for  that  prince's  priyate  ufe,  with  plate^ 
Unts,  and  a  ino ft  royal  and  fpdendid  eq«1pa^,  with  ah  0^  of  15^0  French 
rroopSy  which  kihg  James  dedinfeft  feceepttng,  Uyittf^  he  wwtld  fuceced  bf  the 
help  of  b»  owa  fubjcAt,  or  periib  io  the  m^wfU 

Commasfjers* 


Of  .King    WILLIAM   ID; 


PeBtdmr^ 
He  Glufcfir^ 

De  GallUbaki^ 
(Jolebot, 

De  France, 

De  GhiSBipt^  J, 
De  Renault  Hiict, 
Dt  Serguiiige, 
De  Florin, 
0e  St.  Maure, 

De  Gcnlis, 

De' Chateau  Moranti 
Baron  dei  Ardefs, 
De  Pontb, 
Des  Auguere, 
*  Dcs  Halaaulr, 
De  la  Rougere, 
De  la  Guiche, 
■Sarpn, 
£uropiA,  r 


Befides 


Sh9»  names* 
L'Ardciitj 
XiC  Bomibony 
Lelfaiquis, 
Le  Friocet 

Lo  Couragev^pf 
L*£xccllent, 
Lefoct, 
L'&nirepoenantj 
LlAquillon, 
Le  Vecmandoifi, 
Le  fion, 
LeMaure, 
LcS^e, 
Le  Francois, 
Le  Trident, 
Le  Brave, 
Le  Temerair^ 
Le  Diamant, 
Le  Neptune,  • 
L'Arc  en  Ciel, 
L*Arrogant, 
L'Imperfait, 
Le  St.  Michael^ 
Le  Faulcon, 
La  Courtizane, 
Le  Jolli, 
Le  Modeme,  • 
Le  Sans  Pareil, 
Le  Palmier^ 
L»Alcion, 
L*Ppiniatrc, 

4  Fire-fhipe, 
.  6  Flotes, 
J  Other  flfijps  of 


\ps  of ; 


St*  Louit 
Total  of  men  and  guns. 


JOT 

CitfiB.  Men. 
6a      37^ 

350 
35<r 

35Q 
35« 


62 

60 
60 

5« 


5«      33» 


46 
53 
S< 
J4 

54 

4« 

■  -54 

|8 

'44 

^4 
3« 
50 
58 
3<i 
36 
3^ 


i*s 


58  3fo 

54  300 

54  2?^ 

50  ' 300 


^5<^ 
37J 
35* 

330 

300 

33<» 
250 

250 

250 

230 

20d 

37<i 

200 

300 

250 

200 

■I 

20Q 


^m 


^9S^  »»49j; 


a65     1710 


»*  •     •  #■<      •  rf 
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3oS  N  A  V  A  L    H  I  S  TO  R  T 

It  wa»  «p6n  this  occAfion^  that  the  impolatic  MMtaRoofiderate 
managemtnt  in  the  two  laft  reigns,  in  refpeA  to  the  cotrefyaom 
dence  btM  between  owe  princes  and  the  French  kiQ^y  iriapifciUy 
Appeared  by  the  prodigious  >g|rowth  of  his  naval  powdr.  Ufider 
the  adminiftration  of  the  great  ^jkrdinal  RichUev^Fntioe ww  fH 
weak  in  this  refped,  th»t  this  high-fpirited  minifter  wasfbnced^ 
in  very  preffing  termS)  to  ibliot  affiftance  from  the  Swedes  ^  ) 
md  even  in  this  reign,  the  protedor  CromwtU  had  ftewB  cfao 
ntmoft  contempt  for  the  Ffsench  power  at  fea.  .T64fmk  the 
truth,  it  'was  our  wars  with  the  Dutch,  in  the  reign  of  king 
Charles  11.  that,  .as  the  French  tbemfelves  confefs,,  gate  them 
firft  an  opportunity  of  leamiog,  at  the  expence  of  the  wiarUmc 
powers,  what  it  was  ta  makae  a  figure  on  an  dementi  with  whidi 
before  they  were  little  acquainted.  This  knowledge  they  to'hf 
improved^  by  fometimcs  fiding  with  the  Dutch,  and  fagifftiartet 
with  us,,  that  in  the  fpace  of  le&  than  twenty  years,  thef 
found  tbemfelves  able  to  deal  with  either  nation^  aad  m  1^761 
adually.beat  the  Qutch  and  the  Spanifh  fleets  in  .qinjupi^on^ 
|n  the  Mediterranean^  and  killed  the  famous  adijdinl  de  Ruy^ 
ter<'.  At  this  time,  they  were  grown  fo  much  ftroi^ger,  that 
we  (hall  fee  them,,  during  a  g^eat  part  of  this  reigOx^j^eavoiuv 
«ng  to  difpute  the  empire  of  thf  Tea  againft  the  joint  Ibroes  of 
both  the  maritime  powers ;  which  is  fuffictent  to  (hew,  with 
how  grofl^t  difadvantage  king  William  entered  into  tFe  war,  ia 
this  refpe^l;  (ince,  while  the. enemy  took  dH  advantages  of 
pouring  Tupplies  into  IrdUuid,  his  affairs  in  England  were  fo 
perplexed)  that  it  was  fome  time  before  he  could  provide  fe 
much  a^  a  force  fufl^cient  to  cruize  on  the  coaft  of  xi^t  iiland. 

At 

e  As  to  thii  faA,  we  find  it  in  the  cardinari  letten,  toI.  iI.  p.  144. 

d  Tbe.inqtiifitive  reader  may  fiod  a'fa^cinO  Ttew  of  the  rife  •nd  pioprefs  ef 
ttie  Trench  naval  power,  under  the  rei^  of  Lewis  XIV.  10  imhtr  ]>«iiiel% 
MMre  dc  la  ihilice  Francoife,  liy.  xiv.  chap.  vii.  Bot,  to  place  thn  mittc* 
bi  the  xl^reil  light,  and  to  ^ve  the  Engliih  reader  a  competent  ide«  of  tba 
Fitnch  force  at  fea,  as  vaell  as  to  enable  htm  t*  j*^  for  himfelf,  (whkh  moo 
of  onroaval  writers  haTc  done),  of  the  comparative  ftrength  of  Engliih  4id 
French  fleets  and  /i^aadroot,  I  Hiail  here  give  an  ezaA  abftraO  of  the  Aw 
«f  the  Freo^b  fleet/ as  it  flood  in  itfSi.;  and  it  was  even  in  a  hctter  conis* 
tioo  at  the  begin ndog  of  the  *war,  aii4  to  this  rccoprfe  may  be  bad  on  all  w- 
TcafaOflS, 
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At  laft»  ^auial  Herherti  who  oMMii^ded  the  Englifli  tLpct^ 
Id  die  bogirojugof  the  pumtb q(  Apri}»  1669^  ^^'^  ^'  Corke» 
with  a  iiittadrpii  which  coafiAid  of  iiQsiofe  than  twsdve  fhipa 
^  war»  one  fire^ihip,  two  yachts,  vie)  two  fmacks.  |iere  he 
wcdred  iitfityrix^atioD)  th^t  king  James  had  landed  at  Kiogfalc^ 
ajx)ttC  two  numth^tbefbre  K  He  (ben  thought  it  proper  to  at'* 
teeapt  entttng  off  the  convoy  that  had  attended  him  from 
Fiaoee:  with  this  view  he  &i}ed  £pr  Brefti  >Qd  cruii^ed  off  that 
p0ft  im  iboie  time  ^  hot  bearing  nothing  of  the  Frei^h  n^en  of 
war  from  the  advke*boata  be  daily  received,  and  havipg  increafed 
his.  force  ;to  oiiieteen  fail,  (of  wb}cb»  bowiprar^  one  was  but  a 
foaall  fi%atr)a  he  again  fteered  for  tbe')ri(h  coaft,  and  towards 
the  latter  end  of.  April  appeared  off  Kingfale. 

tO^  the  apthpf  tb^  month  hediicovered  a  iieet  o£  forty»four 
£nl,.  which  b^judg^  were  going  into  Kingfale,  and  therefor^ 
^  his  otmoft  to.prev^t  It^  Tl^c  next  day  be  beard  that  tb^ 
flMmy  were  gone;  into  Baltimore,  but,  ppon  coming  thhheri 
fbundtbat  ioformation  to  be  falfe*  The  wind  beipg  then  e;^erly, 
he  ft^od  for  C^pe  Qlfar,  apd  in  the.eveqi^g  he  faw  them  A$md- 
mg  ipf o  Banfry  (niy.  (ic  lay  off  that  place  till .  mornings  and 
dboiit  break  of.  day  refolvpd  to  attacl^  the  enemy  f.    All  our 

^aSTAACT      of     tbe      Ft^NCH      F|.KET« 

t      "  '      Iio  to' ^o>  ffun^       <»    V®8d    'o^    >>3*      4t3ik      94M      7850 
»  •       70  U|  |#  ;ii     IjiS-  >99.     S719      4470-     *^Ct.  '  8850 

3  jtf  CO  4fo  .   .  %4     I9%8     251  •  »35o       tfi4X     .3008     X1500 

4  '  40  to  30  i6     1088     i}6     1167       J1713       1570       54$o 

i  -  ^  t9's8      ' '      »o     609    119     #81     1417      «e»     ^790 


I 


Totali  t79    6Aa»    8x3  7x49  18884  X0407   ,36440 

Jj|;br  frigates,  »o  tp  l<  S4  ^  400    ta;  446  ^y  4^7       1880 

Bomb  Ttnelfttad  fire- Qups,  8        74      m6  80  f^o  %m> 

^kt,  |o        43    .  »o  .90  194  s8p 

tloUf,  a4       341       44  190  447  .     .             037 


Totil,         197     7080  ioi8     7955     ao6i8     10904     39477 
£acliiiive  of  30  fillies  on  board  whicb  were  abo? e  three  tbottfand  men. 

<  London  Gaztittf  N^>  »447*     . 

f  Borchet*s  naval  h}(\.  p.  4x6.  Life  of  kiii{  WUliam,  p.  t3r* »  An  impartial 
accoimt  of  fomc  remarkable  patlaget  in  the  Qfe,  of  Axtbiir,  earl  of  Torrington, 
p.  17.    ColnmiM  roftrata,  p.  a54« 

Unglidi 


jw  ^^  ^^'  'J^x^  L  ix  I  S  T  O  R  r 

l^nglifti  writers  of  naval  hiltofy  agree,  that  the  Krendi  fleeC  Lad 
ibme  empty  traiifpofts  under'  their  care,  but  file  Fraidi  wtif cis, 
who  ihoulii  certainty  beft  know  what  their  fleet  was  dohig,  fay 
poGtfvelyi  that  they  had  tfhiy  Ibur  kn^rchant^hips  laden  iftritb 
arin$,  bridles,  faddle?,  powder,  and  bait,  for  the  ufe  (rf  "king 
.James's  army,  and  j|  conftderable  fum  of  money,  which  was  oa 
board  the  men  of  war.  This  f  hey  (hippM,  as  fi>^  as  they  pei^ 
reived  the  Enghfh  fleet,  on  board  fix  fire  (hips,  and  fenr  tliefe^ 
with  the  merchantmen  before-mentioned,  to  hind  thehr  fcpplie^ 
at  a  place  in  the  bay  feven  leagues  diftaht,  whHe  they  etigift|[i6d 
the  £ngH(h  (quadron,  that  at  all  events  they'might  be  fafe>. 

Authors-  vary  not  a  little  as  to  the  ftrength  of  both  fleets, 
which  I  take  to  be  rathdf  owirig  to  partratity,  than  atty  real  dtf> 
ficulty  there  was  of  comhrg-at  the  fad.  Mr.  Burchet  (ays,  the 
Englifh  were  bot  nineteen  ffiips  in  aR^;  Biflibp  Kennet  toore 
truly  reckons  them  twenty-two,  wherein  tie  agrees  #{lh  alt  the 
French  rehtions  1.  Hie  enemy's  fleet  confifted,  acicording  to 
our  accounts,  of  twenty*eight,  according  to  th^ir  own,  of-  no 
more  than  twenty.foor  fail '.  The  Englifli  -  had  certamly-  -the 
wind,' and  might  therefore  have  avoided  fighting,  if  they  bikl  ib 
pleafed ;  but  this  was  by  no  means  agreHbte  ^o  admiral  Fiei^ 
bcrt's  temper :  he  therefore  endeavoured  all  he  could  to  get  into 
the  bay,  that  he  might  come  to  a  clofe  engagement  j  but  the 
French  faved  him  thf  labour,  by  bearing  down  upon  him  in  three 
dif ifions  about  .ten  in  the  mofnipg  on  the  firft  of  May.  The 
foremoft  divifion  confiftedof  eight  (hips  ^iler-the  command  of 
Mr;  Gaberet;  the  fecond,  of  the  like  force,  was  commanded  by 
admiral  Chateau-Renault ;  the  third,  which  was  alfo  of  eight 
ihips,  h^  for  it^  CQaiit^aJi^d^r  -Mr.  Forant :  theiighlwas  pretfy 

C  Hid.  miPitaire,  rol.  H.  p.  149.  '       * 

h  See  Ml  naval  fiiftory  ■«  above  cit«!.'  M)r  rcafon  f)r  fayinf  vfiit  T  do  ?fi 
the  teitr,  U  my  ohferviiig,  that  ftdih  cfcc  accounts  maybe  V^ry  wili  reconciled: 
Bnrchct  fpeaking  only  of  fKe  Ur^  fhifi,  and  the  other  wri(«r>  of  all  in  gener.l. 
that  were  ondtr  admiral  He^bertV command. 

i  See  hu~ complete  htftory  of  England,  vol.  lii.'  p.  5^4,  .^ihere  he  te!h  ai,  A*t 
the  EnetiOi  fleet  conftfied  of  ^ght  third  rales,  tco  fotmb,  and  (wo  fi^tb,  vitfa 
f  vro  tenders. 

k  The  marquis  de  <Juincy  informs  o?,  that  the  French  fleet  eonfiDed,  (xcln- 

live  of  the  veflcU  tinder  their  eoovoy,  of  fifteen  tfaivd,  and  nine  fourth  rafts; 

•nd  ift  this  alf  (he  French  writers  agree, 

*  -  • 

warni 
I 
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warm  for  about  two  bonrsj  but  then  ilackenedi  becaufe  a  great 
|iait  of  the  EngUih  ^eet  could  not  come  up  -,  but  they  continued 
filing  on  both  (ides  till  about  five  in  the  afternoon,  admiral 
Herbert  keeping  out  all  the  time  to  fea,  becaufe  he  found  the 
diipuce  very  unequal,  and  that  there  was  no  other  way  by  which 
he  could  poffibly  gain  the  wind»  and  thereby  an  opportunity  of 
bringing  hb  whole  fleet  to  engage.  But,  about  the  hour  before 
mentioned,  the  French  fleet  flood  into  the  bay,  which  put  an 
end  to  the  fight.  The  Englifli  writen  afcribe  this  either  to 
want  of  courage,  or  to  the  admiral's  being  reflrained  by  his  or- 
ders ;  but  the  French  inform  us,  that  he  retired  in  order  to  take 
care  of  the  fliips  under  his  convoy,  and  that,  after  they  had  en- 
tirely debarked  the  fupply  they  had  brought,  he  difpofed  every 
thing  in  order  to  put  to  fea  the  neJLt  momiog,  which  he  did  K 

This  is  the  battle  in  Dantry-bay,  which,  though  inconfiderable 
enough  in  itfelf,  (fmce  the  Engiifti,  whobad  certainly  the  worft 
of  it,  lofl  only  one  captain,  one  lieutenant,  and  ninety-four  men, 
and  bad  not  more  than  three  hundred  wounded),  is  yet  magni* 
fied  by  fome  writers  into  a  mighty  a£Uon.  The  Fiench  had  one 
ihip  called  the  Diamond  fct  on  fire,  and  two  others  fo  much 
damaged,  as  to  be  obliged  to  draw  out  of  the  line.  The  affair, 
was  certainly  very  inconfiderable,  and  any  advantage  that  was 
gained  was  rather  to  be  afcribed  to  a  favourable  wind,  and  fu- 
perior  force  on  one  fide,  than  to  any  wane  either  of  courage  or 
condu£lon  the  other'". 

After  the  a£lion  admiral  Herbert  bore  away  for  the  Scilly 
iflands,  and,  having  cruized  there  for  fome  time,  returned  to 
Spithead ;  upon  which  occafion  king  William  went  down  in 
perfon  to  Portfmouth,  where,  to  fliew  he  would  diflinguifli  and 
reward  merit,  though  not  pointed  out  to  him  by  fuccefs,  he  dc- 

1  It  ftoud  be  acknAviMged,  thitche  ^r«ncb  fpeik  in  too  high  terms  of  this' 
tthrul  Tucccfs :  iKe  ffoM,  fay's  M.  Qubicy,  w«i  out  b«t  twelve  day*,  io  which 
ihort  fpace'thcy  Unded  what  thtj  carried  hi  Ireland,  bent  the  Eiigltfh  fleet,  and 
ltttde'f«^en  Dutch  priiM..  On  the  other  hand,  oar  ittihorf  are  drfirousorchkr* 
jing  fvme  inffmaQagcment  on  the  French  sidtn\tA  ;  whereat  in  truth  he  did  hit 
doty  very  cxaAly,  tnd  Qiitncy  and  the  other  French  writers  cnmplain,  that  f'T 
want  of  the  fire*lhips  hew..s  imthie  to  ptofecute  the  advunu^cs  he  hdid  ^aiitqvi^ 
which  fftms  ?o  be  the  f*€t. 

">  The  reader  may  confuic  Kennct,  Bur  cr,  and  Burche^,   who  bdVe  all  given 

tit  opiniuiu  os  tiii»  (idc  the  <2ucniuu, 

clarcd 
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dared  admiral  Herbert  earl  6f  Torringtto,  and  knighted  captaiM 
John  Afliby  of  the  Defiance,  and  captain  Cioudedey  Shovel  of 
the  Edgar,  giving  at  the  fame  time  a  bounty  of  ten  ihiUings  to 
each  feaman,  and  making  a  provifion  for  Mrs.  Aiimer,  reli&of 
taptain  Ailmer,  and  for  the  reft  of  the  wkIows  of  fuch  as  bad 
been  killed  in  the  a£lion.    This  was  perfedly  well  judged  by 
that  prince,  and  was  indeed  ah  a£t  of  his  own,  flowing  from  rhe 
thorough  knowledge  he  had  of  mankind,  and  tbe  neceflity  there 
is  of  keeping  up  the  f^irits  of  Teamen,  if  we  expeA  they  (hoahl 
perform  great  things.     He  faid,  when  he  read  the  account  of  the 
battle  of  Bantry  bay,  that  fuch  actions  were  neceiTary  at  the  he* 
ginning  of  a  war,  though  they  would  be  rafh  in  the  couHeof  it; 
which  ihews  hi&  great  penetration^  and  accounts  for  his  creating 
admiral  Herbert  a  peer,  after  an  afiair  in  which  hehadcertain- 
ly  no  adyantage''. 

The  fleet  being  at  length  refitted,  the  admiral  failed  with  it 
for  Torbay,  in  the  middle  of  June,  where  he  was  afterwards 
joined  by  a  Dutch  fleet,  and  by  vice-admiral  Killcgrew's  fcpiz* 
dron,  which  had  been  cruizing  before  Dunku'k.  This  combined 
fleet  flood  over  to  the  coaft  of  France,  and  continued  cruizing 
there,  and  in  the  foundings,  till  towards  the  latter  end  of  Au« 
gufl ;  and  being  then  in  great  want  of  beer,  and  there  being  not 
the  leaft  appearance  of  the  French  putting  to  fea,  they  returned 
to  Torbay,  where  foon  after  the  fleet  feparated,  the  larger  fliips 
which  wanted  repair  being  ordered  into  port,  and  the  reft  diftri- 
buted  into  fevcral  fquadrons  for  different  fervices®.  Befi>pewc 
fpeak  more  particularly  of  thcfe,  it  will  be  proper  to  take  notice 
of  what  was  performed  by  fome  other  fquadrons,  which  had 
been  detached  earlier  in  the  year* 


■  Kenneths  hiftory  of  England,  vol.  iu.  p.  5^4,  Life  of  king  Wil]tam.'p.  t|*. 
Pointer'*  chronological  hiftorian,  vol.  i.  p^  3^4.  Ao  uspinial  accoant  of  fame 
remarkable  pafTagei  in  the  life  of  Arthar,  earl  ofTorriogcon,  p.  ao,  ai. 

°  Burchet*!  oaval  biftorf,  p.  41 7.  Bifliop  Bnrncc  complaint,  that  chii  year 
there  was  nothing  confiderable  done  at  fea,  and  accordiog  to  bit  manner  tnfiau* 
ates  1  know  not  what  of  treafon,  or  treacherr,  or  fomethiog  veiy  black  in  it.  Bm 
the  truth  feems  to  be,  the  fiindf  were  late  fetiled,  and  the  ^>vrrnfnciK  iifeir 
Ittt  half  fettled,  which  cccJiooed  the  flccu  bcin^  ill  manned,  poofly  vkhttUid» 
and  worfc  paid. 

Wheft 
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Wbeir  ling  James  landed  in  Ireland,  his  affairs  bad  certainly 
a  very  pr^piijGng  afpeft  onj  <hat  fide  p.  He  brought  with  him  a 
very  coii(i(}erabIe  jfupplyf  and  he  found  there  tn  army  of  40,000 
men  complete.  There  were  but  two  places  in,  the  north  which 
held  out  againft  him,  v/2.. Londonderry  and  Inniflcilling.  Of 
thefe  be  deteroiincd  to.make  bimfelf  mafter;  and  might  eafily 
have  done  it,  if  he  had  been  woU  advifedj  but,  as  bifiiop  Burnet 
jttftly  obfcrves,  there  waa  a  kind  of  fatality  that  hung  on  his 
councils  ^«*  He  refolyed  to  begin  with  Londonderry,  in  refpeA 
to  wbiich  two.propofals  were  made  him)  the  firil  was,  to  attack 
the  place  vigofoufly,  and  take  it  as  foon  as  poffible  by  ftorm ; 
the.  other;  to  block  up  tlie  cityj  and  to  a£t  with  his  great  army 
in  fuich  a  manner  as  mi^ht  beft  fuit  his  intei*eft,  till  this  place 
fliould;  by  dint  of  faihine>  be  compelled  to  furrender.  Either  of 
thefe  mttbdds  might  ha?e  fucceeded,  but  king  James  declined 
thefe,  and  made  choice  of  a  third,  which  was  to  take  the  place 
by  a  flow  fiege,  in  Order  to  innre  his  Irifh  army  to  fatigues,  and 
tQ  rendec  thetti,  by  this  kind  of  difcipline,  more  fit  for  fervice. 
This  refolution  pf  his  gave  fiifficient  time  for  an  application  to  the 
Ijovemment  in  England ;  and  upon  this,  two  regiments  of  foot, 
under  the  command  of  colonel  Cunningham  and  colonel  Ri. 
Cihards,  with  fome  fupplies;  were  fent  thither  :  they  arrived  on 
the  i5tb  of  April  in  the  Lougb ;  but  colonel  Lundy,  who  was 
governor  of  tde  town,  being,  as  it  was  commonly  believed,  in 
king  James's  intereft^  perfuadcd  tbofe  gentlemen,  that  it  was  im« 
pradtkable  to  defend  the  place^  and  that  therefore  the  beft  thing 
they  could  do  \i^as  to  return  and  prefcrve  his  majefty's  troops; 
'ifhich  they  Accordingly  did^  The  townfmen,  having  turned  out 
tjieir  governor,  however,  made  a  noble  defence,  which  gained 
time  for  another  application  to  England  '• 

.  P  sir  John  Rerciby*!  memoirs.  Hiftoiy  of  the  wars  in  Ireland,  1090,  i»fno, 
cb.  X.  Farher  Orleans*!  hiCVory  of  the  revolociont  in  England  under  the  family 
of  the  Stuarts,  p.  3x4.  Rennet's  hi(lory  of  England,  vol.  iii.  p.  575,  575. 
Otdmizon's  hif^ory  of  the  Scuarcs,  vol.  ii.  p.  ttf.  4  ffidory  of  his  own 

times,  vol.  ii.  p.  19. 

.  r  Dr.  W^allcer,  who  was  gnvernor  of  LoDdonderry,  pobliibed  an  exaO  account 
of  t!^c  Ue^c  under  the  title  of  '*  A  true  account  of  the  iiege  of  Londonderry^ 
*'  London,  4to,  itfpo,  59  pages."     Afterwards  he  wrote  a  vindication  of  this' 
account,  and  from  thefe,  Bcrnet*s  hiftory,  and  the  detail  I  have  liad  fron  living 
witneHcf,  I  report  thefe  fa£ls. 

Vol.  II.  R  r  During 
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During  this  fpate,  commodore  Rooke,  who  had  be^  kat 
with  a  fquadron  in  the  month  ef  May  te^  the  coaft  of  Ireland, 
performed  alt  that  could  be  expeded  from  him  chertf  by  keep-» 
hig  king  James  and  his  army  from  hairing  any  intercottrie  with 
the  Scotsr;  and  on  the  8th  of  June  lie  failed  in  with  the  Bona- 
▼entttre,  SwaHbw,  Dartmouth,  and  a  Sect  of  tnmfport-ihips^ 
toder  the  command  of  major-genera)  Kirice,  who  was  come 
with  this  force  to  reliei^e  Londonderry.  The  commodore  con- 
tmred  with  him,  as  it  #as  his  duty,  very  cfaearfoUy  in  carrying 
on  this  ien^ice.  When  they  came  to  esamfne  the  method  taken 
by  the  enemy  to  prevent  their  relieving  the  place,  they  found 
Ihey  had  laid  a  boom  crofs  the  river^  compofed  of  chains  and 
cables,  and  floated  with  timber,  there  being  fkong  redoubts  at 
each  end,  well  provided  with  cannon.  Upon  a  view  of  this^ 
general  Kirlce  refolred  to  make  himfelf  mafter  of  the  Inch^  an 
ifland  in  Lough  Swilly,  in  which  the  commodore  aAfled  him  fo 
tffcEtudllYf  that  on  the  i6th  he  was  in  full  pofleflibn  not  only 
of  that  ifland,  but  of  the  pa6  to  the  main  ;  and,  havmg  per- 
fermed  this  fervice,  he  returned  to  his  ftation  ^ 

Pie  continued  there  tilf  the  2ad,  on  which  day  he  received,  by 
the  Portland  man  of  war,  a  letter  from  the  general,  wherein  he 
informed  him,  that,  being  fatisfied  the  place  was  reduced  to  the 
bft  extremity,  he  wzs  determined  to  attempt  its  relief  at  any 
rate*  The  commodore  upon  this  left  the  Bonaventiire  and  Port- 
land on  his  ftation,  and,  with  the  Dcptford  and  Dartmouth, 
Ailed  to  the  afllftance  of  the  major-general.  He  fent  the  Dart- 
numth,  commanded  by  captain,  afterwards  Sir  John  Leake,  up 
to  Klilmore  to  receive  his  orders,  and  then  returned  to  the  Bon- 
arventure  and  Portland,  with  imeixion  to  continue  there  till  the^ 
arrival  of  the  three  fhips  he  expef^d  from  the  earl  of  Tbrring-* 
ton.  With  this  ailifiance  major-general  Kirke,  having  properly 
ilirpofed  the  men  of  war,  on  the  30th  of  July  fent  the  Mountjoy 
of  Dcrry,  captain  Browning,^  and  the  Pheenijc  of  Colrain^  cap- 
tain Douglas,  both  deeply  laden  with  provIGons,  under  the  con- 
voy of  the  Dartmouth  frigate,  to  attempt  breaking  the  boooU' 
The  Iri(h  army  made  a  prodigiouiar  fire  upon  thefe*  fliips  as  they 
piifTed,  which  was  very  brifkly  returned,  till  the  Mountjoy  fbrack 

•  9  £nrchet*s  Mval  hiftory,  p.  418.    Cblomna  roflrata,!  p.  i$5,    Ketincc't  h9l« 
of  Enghnd,  volL  Ui.  p.  S7>- 

againd 
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^giunft  the  boom,  and  broke  it^  and  was  by  the  rebound  run 
aihore »  upon  this  the  IriOi  gave  a  loud  huzza«  made  a  terrible 
fire  upoo»  and  with  thdr  boats  attempted  to  board  her.  But  the 
iailors  firing  a  broadfidet  the  (hock  loofened  her  fo,  that  thcf 
floated  again»  and  pafled  the  boomy  as  did  the  Phoenix  alfo,  un- 
der coyer  of  the  Bartmoutb^s  fire.  This  feafonable  fupply  faved 
the  remains  of  that  brave  garrifon,  whipln  after  a  hundred  an4 
five  days  clofe  fiege,  and^  being  reduced  from  feven  thoufand 
five  hundred  to  four  thoufand  three  hundred,  had  fubfiflence  for 
m\j  two  days  left>  the  enemy  raiiing  the  fiege  on  the  laft  of 
July. 

Commodore  Rooke  on  the  fjthof  Auguft  efcorted  the  duke 
of  Scbomberjfs  forceSf  conGfting  of  upwards  of  ten  thoufand 
men^  horfe  and  foot,  embarked  in  ninety  vefiels  of  feveral  forts^ 
and  landed  them  iafe  in  Groom^s  bay  near  Carrickfcrgus,  whi« 
ther  he  brought  the  remainder  of  the  army  and  the  artillery,  and 
then  continued  with  the  general,  till  he  had  taken  the  town,  and 
had  not  any  farther  occafion  for  his  afiiftance*  He  Rationed 
afterwards  as  many  fiiips  and  yachts  of  his  fquadron  as  he 
thought  requifite  for  maiRtaining  the  -correfpondence  between 
England  and  Ireland,  and  preventing  any  attempt  that  might  be 
made  by  French  or  Scots  privateers.  He  failed  next  with  thofc 
few  (hips  that  were  remaining  to  DuUin,  where  he  infulted  the 
city  by  manning  his  boats^  and  making  a  (hew  of  landing  i  and 
•on  the  I  tth  of  September  he  adually  endeavoured  to  burn  alt 
the  vefiels  that  were  la  the  harbour,  and  had  certainly  performed 
it,  if  the  wind  had  not  veered  about,  and  blew  a  freih  gale,  as 
the  yachts  and  ketches  were  going  in,  which  obliged  him  to 
abandon  his  defigUg  and  to  put  to  Tea.     King  James  was  at  this 


<  Dr.  Walker's  accoont,  p.  9$.  which  agrees  exsAlf  with  the  French  rcUtion 
4>f  the  fie^  b]F  Qs^cyt  hift.  iptUc.  vol.  .ii.  p.  is».  iiilhop  Buroet  accafci  (thong)^ 
'Without  rcafon)  major  general  Kirke  for  not  relieving  them  fooner.  lodeed  thers 
is  110  eicaptng  this  prelate's  rcfefltment;  for,  if  an  otficer  jnifcarries,  it  is  through 
hi$  own  HI  condnA ;  and,  if  he  fucceeds,  he  might  have  done  It  foonei;,  had  hf 
•been  hearty.  The  tmtli  la,  the  general  dKnight  chc  ^fineft  lOpraAicablc,  bat 
m*%  detesBiined  to  make  fome  atccmpl,  when  be  oiiderftood  Um  befieged  fatted 
4hclr  dogs  on  the  bodies  of  the  ilsio  Irifli,  and  then  kiHcd  and  eat  ihofe  animaU 
ahemlclvef.  Hifti^ry  of  the  wars  in  Ireland,  ch.  ^.  Father  Orlean*s'h)ftory  flf 
the  revolacions  in  Hnglai.d  under  the  family  of  the  Srtarts,  p.  315* 
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time  in  the  place,  and,  which  is  ftill  more,  was  alfo  an  eyq- 
witnefs  of  this  bold  attempt.  * 

From  the  bay  of  Dublin  commodore  Rooke  (ailed  to  Corke. 
where  he  attempted  likewife  going  into  the  harbonr,  but  was 
prevented  by  the  brifk  fire  the  ehiemy  made  from  their  batteries, 
6n  which  were  mounted  feventeen  or  eighteen  pieces  of  cannon.* 
He  took  poflbflioni  however,  of  the  great  ifland,  and  might 
tiave  done  farther  fervices,  if  his  fhips  had  not  by  this  time 
grown  foul,  and  his  provifions  low ;  which  forced  him  to  quit 
his  (lation,  and  repair  t6  the  Downs,  where  he  arrived  on  the 
13th  of  Oftober,  after  having  given  by  his  activity,  vigilance, 
and  indefatigable  attention  to  his  duty  in  this  expedition,  an  ear- 
ned of  the  great  things  which  he  afterwards  performed  when 
Sir  George  Rooke,  and  admiral  and  commander  in  chief  of  the 
Britifh  fleet".         ' 

As  to  the  remaining  naval  tranfaftions  of  this  year,  they  were 
not  cither  many  or  great ;  and  therefore  I  (hall  only  mentior\ 
the  taking  of  two  celebrated  fca-officers  in  the  French  fervice, 
viz.  the  gallant  chevalier  Fourbin,  and  the  famous  John  du 
Bart.  They  commanded  two  fmall  frigates,  and  hSid  under  their 
convoy  fix  rich  merchantmen,  homeward-bound.  Near  the  Ifle 
of  Wight  they  were  chaced  by  two  of  our  fifty-gun  Ihips,  which 
they  engaged  very  bravely,  though  they  faw  that  it  was  a  thing 
impoflTible  for  them  to  avoid  being  taken.  All  they  aimed  at  was 
to  give  their  merchantmen  time  to  efcape,  in  which  they  luc- 
ceeded  ;  for,  while  they  fought  defperatcly,  the  veflcls  undev 
their  convoy  got  fafe  into  Rochelle.  As  for  the  chevalier  Four- 
bin  and  captain  Bart,  they  were  carrieti  prifoners  into  Plymouth, 
from  whence  they  not  long  after  found  means  to  efcape,  and 
got  fafely  over  to  Calais  T.  For  this  generous  a£lion  the  French 
king  rewarded  each  of  them  with  the  command  of  a  man  of 
war :  but  our  writers  of  naval  hidorv  have  been  fo-carelefs,  that 
I  cannot  find  with  any  certainty  who  the  captains  were  that  took 
them.  We  have  indeed  a  much  more  particular  relation  of  this 
affair  in  Fourbiu'3  memoirs,  wherein  it  is  faid  they  had  twenty 
inerchantmen  under  their  convoy ;  that  they  fought  two  long 

Iiours,  and  that  one  of  the  Ehgllfh  cancaihs  was  killed  in  the 

1..'...,...  **  * 

*■   Biirchet*t  naval  liiflorv,  p.  419. — 411.    Kennet*&h*(lor/  of  England,  vol.  tti. 

p,  ^Bv.    Hiflory  o(  ihc  rcduAha  of  luLiid,  p.  59.  ^  HiA.  mUiuitc, 

«...  .        ►  •  . 

rome  a.  p.  :.  j^ 

.  •  •     •  engage- 


PF    King    WILLIAM    UL  317 

f  rigagcmeiit  \  but  I  think  the  relation,  as  I  have  given  it,  Is  mora 
fo  be  depended  upon,  as  it  comes  from  an  unbiafled,  and  at  the 
fiime  time  a  very  accurate  hiftorian  *. 

In  the  feffions  of  parliament,  in  the  winter  of  1689,  there 
vrre  many  and  load  complaints  made  of  the  condufl  of  affairs 
at  fea,  which  bore  hard  on  the  new  commiffion  of  admiralty, 
compofed  of  the  earl  of  Torrington,  the  earl  of  Carbery,  Sir 
tif  ichael  Wharton,  Sir  Thomas  Lee,  Sir  John  Chichely,  Sir 
John  Lowiher,  and  Mr.  Sacheverel,  who,  in  defence  of  their 
l>wn  characters,  laid  open  the  mifcarriages  In  the  vi£tualling- 
office,  which  produced  a  parliamentary  inquiry  into  that  affair^ 
and  a  refolution  of  the  houfe  of  copmons,  "  That  Sir  John  Par* 
«<  fons,  Sir  Richard  Haddock,  admiral  Stuart,  and  Mr.  Nicho-  , 
*<  las  Fcnn,  viftuallers  of  the  fleet,  fhould  be  fcnt  for,  in  the  cu« 
«  ftody  of  the  ferjeant  at  arms,  to  anfwer  to  thefaid  complaint.*' 
But,  notwithftanding  that  an  exa£l  fcrutiny  into  that  affair  pro- 
duced a  full  difcovery  of  great  mifchiefs  occaGoncd  by  the  bad 
viAnallrng  of  the  fleet,  yet  the  fpirit  railed  againA  the  adminl- 
firation  grew  fo  ftrong,  that  it  was  thought  neccflary  for  the 
earl  of  Torriogton  to  reiign  his  office  of  firfl  commiflioner,  in 
order  to  allay  it ;  and  he  was  fucceeded  therein  by  Thomas  earl 
of  Pembroke,  which,  from  that  nobleman^s  popularity,  anfwcred 
the  end  efTe^ually,  and  gave  the  nation  great  fatisfa£tion  ^, 

I  ihall  open  the  naval  cranfaAions  of  1690,  with  an  account  of 
admiral  Ruflel's  failing  into  the  Mediterranean,  though  this  is, 
generally  fpeaking,  accounted  a  tranfaftion  of  the  former  year } 
but  my  reafon  for  placing  it  here,  is  the  fleet's  not  putting  to 
fea  till  the  fpring,  though  orders  were  given  for  it  in  the  pre- 
ceding winter.  Hit  catholic  majefty,  Charles  II.  having  efpou- 
fed  a  princefs  of  the  houfe  of  Neubourg,  fiftcr  to  the  reigning 
emprefs,  and  to  the  queen  of  Portugal,  demanded  an  Englifh 
fleet  to  conduA  her  fafely  to  his  dominions,  which  was  readily 

X  The  memoiri  which  pifc  onder  the  ntme  of  count  Focrbin  •bmod  with 
fath  eX4igg«ratc<!  relations,  that  1  own  1  faCptCt  their  credit.  At  Co  the  work  of 
the  marqoit  de  Qnincy,  it  ii  one  of  the  bed  \n  its  kind,  written  with  care  and 
cmaAneCi  from  good  •othoritie&;  and  for  lhi<  mfon  the  aothori  of  modern  nte- 
moirs,  ibcb  at  chofe  of  marfiial  Villariy  the  dake  of  Berwick,  and*  M.  de  Gue 
Troatn,  tranfcribe  it  continually.  See  the  Mercure  hifloriqoe  et  politlqne;  come 
vi.  p.  59 X,  tfoo.  Come  yii.  p.  718. 

r  Kci*nci*s  complete  hiftory  of  England,  vol.  lit.  p.  s^i,  58$.  Burnet*5  hifl. 
ef  hU  owa  cimc»y  vul.  ii.  p.  5.     Life  ci  king  AVLliam,  p.  258. 
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granted;  and  indeed  fuch  a  compliment  never  bad  been  refufed 
leven  to  ftates  in  war  with  us,  becaufe  it  was  alwap  taken  as  a 
tacit  confeffion  of  our  dominion  at  fea;  which  might,  methinkst 
have  fecured  it  from  bifliop  Burnet's  cenfure  '•  On  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  Noven^ber,  admiral  KuiTel  failed  with  feren  large 
men  of  war,  and  two  jachts,  to  Fluflung,  in  order  to  receive 
her  catholic  majcfty,  and  her  attendants  ^  and  bad  orders,  as 
fooa  as  the  queen  came  on  board,  to  hoift  the  union  flag  at  the 
main*top-maft  head,  and  to  wear  it  there  as  long  as  her  raaii> 
jefty  was  on  board.  On  the  eighteenth  of  January,  i6go,  (he 
arrived  in  the  Downs ;  on  the  twenty-fourth,  fhe  came  to  St« 
Helen's,  whither  their  majeilies»  king  William  and  queen  Mary, 
fent  the  duke  of  Norfolk  to  compliment  her,  as  did  their  royal 
highneiTes  the  prince  and  princefs  of  Denmark,  the  lord  Cora* 
bury,  and  colonel  Berkley  *»  The  admiral  had  orders  to  put 
to  fea  with  the  firft  fair  wi|id|  and  was  inftruAed  to  black  u^ 
the  harbour  of  Toulon,  in  order  to  prevent  the  French  fquar 
dron  tbefe  frpm  coming  out ;  and  he  endeavoured  it  oa  the  be* 
ginning  of  February,  and  again  towards  the  end  of  the  montb^ 
but  was  fiorped  back  to  Torbay  on  the  twenty-third.  Thence 
he  failed  again  in  a  few  days,  but  wa^  driven  back  on  the 
fecood  of  Itdavch.  At  laft  he  failed  with  a  pretty  fair  wind,  on 
the  feventh  of  that  month,  with  a  ftout  fquadron  of  thirty  men 
of  war,  under  his  command,  and  a  fleet  of  four  hundred  mer-^ 
chant-men,  bound  fqr  the  Streights  s  and,  after  a  very  tcmpeftu* 
ous  paiTage,  landed  her  catholic  majefty  on  the  fixteenth,  at 
Ibe  Groyne;  from  whence  he  failed  to  execute  his  other  com* 
mii&on,  but  was  forcgd  by  contrary  winds  into  the  harbour  of 
Ferrol,  where  the  Duke,  a  fccond  rate  man  of  war,  in  a  briik 
gale  of  wind,  ran  aihore,  and  was  with  great  difficulty  got  o^ 
The  admiral  having  executed  his  commiSiop,  and  having  left 

2  Hiftory  of  hi«  own  timesy  vol.  iL  |i,  49.  The  proprtrtr  of  this  piece  of 
«oaiplaifance  will  more  €U»r\y  vppetr,  if  we  rcAed,  that  itobligeil  ihe  hcuCc  of 
^uftria,  «ai  a  proper  reUM>ii  for  the  afliftance  given  king  Wil'iam  hj  ch«t 
t|ueeo*fr  reUiiona,  and  was  bcfides  <as  chinga  were  tbeo  circamAancedk  whieh 
ought  ever  Co  be  confidcred)  a  secclLry  f  od  imporuot  Tcrf  ice  rendered  Co  tbc 
•gnnd  alliance 

•  aarGbet'»  memoirs,  p.  3  s.  JLifc  of  king  WiUiaa,  p.  xSi,  Mercttre  hift.  ttt 
polifi<;ue,  tome  vi'.i.  p.  ao^^  4T3. 
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irke-admiral  IStlegrew,  whh  the  Mediterranean  fqaadron,  be-* 
hind  hitDt  bore  away  with  the  firft  hir  wind  for  England,  and 
•rrived  at  Portfmouth  on  the  28th  of  April,  where  he  landed 
fetreral  perfons  of  quality  who  bad  attended  her  catholic  ma- 
jcfty  in  her  voyage  *>. 

The  reader  will  eafily  difcem,  from  thU  account  of  the  mat-^ 
ter,  that  admiral  Riiflel  performed  as  much  as  the  rooghnefs  of 
the  (eafon,  and  other  circumftances  conSdered,  eould  be  ex- 
peAed  from  him.  Bilhop  Burnet,  however,  fuggefts,  that  if  it 
had  not  been  for  the  care  he  was  obliged  to  take  of  the  queen 
ef  Spain,  he  might  have  blocked  up  the  Toulon  fquadron  in 
pore,  and  thereby  prevented  the  misfortunes  that  afterwards 
happened  to  our  grand  fleet  ^;  but  I  doubt,  if  we  examine  thia 
to  the  bottom,  it  will  be  found  a  mere  conjefiure,  and  that,  too» 
HOC  very  well  founded.  We  have  before  obferved,  with  how 
great  difficulty  admiral  Ruffel  got  with  his  fleet  out  to  fea,  and 
bow  late  it  was  in  the  year.  We  have  likewife  mentioned  the 
great  fleet  of  merchant-men  under  hit  convoy  i  and  taking  theie 
circwDftances  together,  we  may  eafily  difcern  the  reafon  of  the 
Toulon  fquadron's  coming  out,  which  was  in  the  beginning  of 
the  month  of  May,  without  placing  any  thing  to  the  account 
cf  the  compliment  paid  to  the  queen  of  Spain,  which,  as  I  bc- 
ibre  obferved,  was  a  thing  equally  for  the  honour  and  intereft 
of  Britain ;  and  the  confcioufnefs  of  this  was  what  induced  me 
CO  enter  thus  far  into  the  juftification  of  vice-admiral  RufTers 
condttd. 

Vice-admiral  Killegrew  arrived  at  Cadiz  on  the  eight  of 
April,  where  having,  accordhig  to  his  inftroftions,  taken  all 
poffible  care  of  the  trade,  and  having  been  joined  by  two  Dutch 
men  of  war,  the  Guelderland  and  2^]ck2ee,  he  was  next  to 
proceed  from  thence  in  order  to  attend  the  motions  of  the 
Toulon  fquadron.  In  this,  however,  he  met  with  no  fmall 
difRculty,  by  reafon  of  the  flormy  weather,  which  injured  fe- 
▼eral  Ihips  of  his  fquadron  extremely,  and  the  two  Dutch  fliips 
one  of  feventy-two,  and  the  other  of  fixty-two  guns,  after  lo- 
ling  all  their  mafts,  except  a  mizen,  foundered.     In  repairing 

t>  B'nTcbet*!  nival  hift.  p.  4*1,  41*.    Tindal'i  continuation  of  Rapin,  vol.  i. 
p.  129,  ^  Burnct'i  hUt.  of  his  own  lt<i»es,  vcl.  ii.  u^frpra, 
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tbefe  unlucky  accidents,  a  great  deal  of  time  wa^  wafted ;  a^ 
fo  much  the  more  through  the  coldoefs  and  ina^vity  of  the 
governor  of  Cadiz,  who,,  for  bis  negligence  in  this  refpe^^^  was 
juftly  fufpedled  of  being  in  the  French  intereft.  Before  things^ 
through  thefe  difadTantages,  could  be  brought  into  peffe£^  or- 
der^  the  vice-admiral,  on  the  nintb  of  May^  received  three  dif- 
ferent accounts  ot  the  Toulon  fquadrgn's  being  at  fea.  Upod 
this,  be  held  a  council  of  war^  wherein  it  was  refolved,  that 
purfuant  to  bis  inftruc^ions,  he  Oiould  iminediately.  put  to  fea| 
in  order  td  go  in  ieal*ch  of  it.  On  the  tetlth  df  May^  about 
four  in  the  morning,  he  failed  accordingly,  with  nitie  £n^lifl>| 
and  two  Dutch  (hips,  and  arrived  the  next  day  in  the  mouth  of 
the  Streigbts,  where  he  was  joined  by  captain  Sbekon  j  and  hii 
detachment,  from  the  bay  of  Gibraltar,  and  at  the  fame  dme. 
received  iptelligence^  thdt  the  French  fleet  was  in  the  bay*  of 
Tctuan  i  thither  he  failed  in  queft  of  tbem^  Uia  fl^et  confifting 
now  of  one  fecond.  r^te^  threfe  third  ratedj  fix  fourth  fatcs^ 
two  fifth  rates,  in  a]l|  twelve  men  of  war,  aind  two  fire-(hipsj 
bcfides  five  Dutch  men  of  ifar.  On  bis  -arrival  in  T^uan-bay; 
he  found  only  two  (hipe,  one  at  anchor^  and  the  other  uhdei'* 
fail ;  the  latter  put  out  Algerine  colours^  and  dfcaped  ;  but  tbi! 
former,  being  embayed,  was  taken  by  the  Dutch  vifee-admiral 
*Al]emonde,  and  proved  td  be  a  Frenth  ihip  bound  for  thd 
Weft  Indies  «»• 

The  wind  (hifting,  the  admirdt  ():6od  pter  again,  towards  the 
Spanish  coaft,  and  being  two  leagues  W.  N.  W.  off  Ceuta 
^int,  the  maa  at  the  tnaft-head  faw  ten  tbips  to  the  north; 
^ith  their  heads  lying  eaftwards.  Upon  this,  advice  wa^  g}^ 
ven  to  the  Dutch  admiral,  and  the  Montague  wad  feht  a-^bead 
to  difcover  the  enemy's  motions ;  the  fleet  ftill  continuing  to 
firetch  over  to  Gibraltar.  About  one  a'clock  they  were  w'lthiti 
two  miles  of  the  French  fquadron,  whicli  appeared  to  be  on 
the  run,  and  therefore  our  (hips  fet  their  top- gallant-fails,  and 
crowded  after  them ;  but  to  little  purpbfc,  for  the  French  bcl 
ing  all  clean  fliips,  juft  come  Out  of  port,  (whereas  fofne  of 
ours  had  been  feventeen  months  oS^  the  ground),  it  is  no  won* 
der  they  got  clear  of  them.     The  cbace  was  continued  till  the 


d  Barchcf  s  memoirs,  |>n  37. 
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$it  dajt  ^hcn  the  enemy  were  four  leagues  a-head>  and  the 
Dutch  and  one  of  th6  EngliOi  (hips  as  inuch  a-fteni,  infomucb; 
that  the  admiral  Had  with  hith  ho  more  than  foixr  (hips;  which 
induced  hini  to  give  orer  the  chate ;  yet^  between  niiie  and  tcii 
in  themolningi  the  Richftlbnd  aiid  the  Tyger  forced  one  6f  the 
merchknt-ftiips  on  ihore  to  tb^  i^eftward  of  Tariffa.  At)oac 
three  ill  the  afterrioon;  the  whole  fleet  jdixied»  and  the  sldmiral 
bore  away  fbr  Cadi^  '. 

The  French  writcHi  have  dbne  their  heft  to  give  this  retreat 
the  air  of  a  viAoi-y :  one  of  them  tells  us;  that  Mr.  Chatteau- 
Renaulti  tiotwithftahding  the  great  fuperibrity  of  the  enemy; 
ordered  all  the  mb-chant-fliips  under  his  convoy)  to  fail  before^ 
trhile  he  reniSiined  with  his  fqukdrbii  of  eight  met!  bf  war  be- 
tween theih  and  the  £ngli(h ;  and  that  ^fter  this,  perceiving 
one  of  the  Veflels,  which  was  a  very  bad  failer,  had  fallen  be- 
flind,  he  lay  By  till  (lib  pa(red  him^  and  then,  perceiving  the 
£ngli(h  fqiiadron  did  not  incline  to  engage;  he  continued  his 
Courfe  f  •  Biit  father  Daniel>  who  piqiies  hlmfelf  (o  much  iipbn 
h\$  veracity,  carries  the  thing  ftill  farther  ^  he  fays,  that;  on  the 
twentieth  of  M^jt  N.  S*  the  French  adnliral,  with  fcven  fliips 
tender  his  commtod;  difcovered  near  the  Streight^  of  Gibraltar 
A  fqaad^oil  bf  twenty-tbrbe  £ngli(h  iind  Thxtth  men  of  wiu*. 
He  immediately  prepared  for  battle,  and  failed  towards  them. 
This  boldneis  of  his  furprifed  them  fb  much;  that  they  had  not 
courage  to  attdkk  him ;  and  the  count,  after  waiting  for  two 
^  his  (Hips  that  were  heavy  failers;  and  for  fome  ihetchant* 
iheii  that  v^ere  Willtiig  tb  iecure  them(elves  under  his  convoy, 
tentinii^d  his  rotite  towards  Breft,  without  the  lead  oppofition^. 
Theire  is  fomethibg  fo  tery  improbable,  not  tb  (ay  extravagant, 
in  this  ftory;  that  there  wslnted  nothing  but  the  biftorian's  .  rc« 
flexion  to  render  it  perfe£t1y  ridiculous.  He  concludes  this  te- 
dious detail  with  obferving;  *♦  that  the  very  enemy  themfclvcs 
^  could  tlot  but  admire  the  ability  and  intrepidity  of  the  count 
«  dc  Chatteau-Rcnault.^'  Such  flouri(hes  are  Co  natural  to  thefe 
tathbrs,  that,  after  a  very  few  inftances,  I  (hall  content  myfelf 

^  MercQrehif^ori^ae'et  pQKt»que,  tome  iz.  p.  53t  60,  6i.  Bnrdset'c  naval 
liift.  p.  424-  f  HiO.  milir^ire,  tome  ii.  p.  319*  <  HiH.  dc 

franco^  tome  x.  p.  155. 
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wkh  a  bare  relation  of  them,  and  leave  their  credit  to  ibe  can* 
did  confideratioa  of  every  impartial  reader. 

It  was  the  21  ft  of  May  before  vice-admiral  Killcgrev  could 
reack  the  port  of  Cadiy»  wher«>  having  made  the  acccflary  de- 
tachments for  the  fafe  convoy  pS  our  hocnoward-bound  mer- 
chantmen^ be,  in  purfuanoe  of  bis  iJftftru^onSf  fet  UA  for  Eng- 
buid>  and  in  thirty-five  days  arrived  at  Plymouth  MFith  one  {^ 
tond  and  four  third  rates  of  ours,  fix  Dutch  men  of  war,  the 
Half-Moon>  add  Virgin  prixe.  On  his  arrival  at  Plymouth,  he 
tcceived  letters  from  the  lords  of  the  admiralty,  informing  him^ 
that  the  French,  after  an  engagement,  had  obliged  our  fleet  to 
retire,  and  were  with  their  own  ^ix  Rye»  Dover,  and  thole 
^arts,  and  therefore  he  was  to  take  all  imaginabk  care  of  hi» 
iquadron*  Upon  this  he  catied  a  council  of  war,  at  which  were 
prefent  the  Dutch  admirals  Allemonde  and  Evertzen,  and  Sir 
Ctoudefley  Shovel,  rear- admiral  of  the  red,  then  juft  returned 
from  the  Irifb  coaft.  Upon  mature  deliberation,  they  determW 
ned  it  was  fafeft  to  proceed  with  the  (hips  into  Hamoze  within 
Flymouth-found ;  for,  as  they  were  large  Oiips,  they  could  not 
run  in  at  low  water,  and  aa  they  were  in  want  of  water,  provi* 
£ons,  and  fea-ftores,  it  was  impof&ble  fpr  them  to  put  to  ic^i^ 
{q  that  this  was  the  only  way  left  to  be  iecnre  from  mjf  attempts 
of  the  French  K 

The  French  bad  been  very  indofb'ious  this  year  in  iendiog  w 
largf  fleet  to  fea,  and  that  early  in  the  feafon  v  for  on  the  ift  oc 
Zd  of  March  they  embarked  a  great  fupply  for  Ireland  under  the 
convoy  of  a  fquadcon  06  tbicty^fix  men  of  war,  which  iaikd  on 
the  7th  of  the  fame  months  attended  by  four  fire^fliips  and  five 
flutes,  and  were  afterwards  joined  by  another  fqiodron  from 
froyence^  with  fei^cral  tranfports;  fo  that  in  all  they  convoyed 
over  fix  thoufand  men,  befides  ammunition  and  money.  Fart 
of  thefc  they  landed  on  the  i  ith  at  ELing^alCf  and  the  refk  on  the 
13  th  in  the  bay  of  Corke.  On  the  &th  of  April  they  left  the 
coafts  of  that  ifland^  in  order  to  return  into  the  road  of  Bst&r 
which  they  did  fafdy  on  the  23d,  and  then  prepared  to  JQJ» 

« 
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ilieir  grand  Aett,  which  bad  orders  to  aflemble  under  the  com- 
iDand  of  the  count  it  Tourville  1. 

Whfle  the  French  were  thus  employed,  our  councijs  were 
chiefly  bettt  on  fending  over  a  royal  army,  to  be  commanded  by 
king  WilKam  hi  perfon  to  Ireland,  This  great  deiign  was  brought 
to  bear  about  the  beginning  of  the  mtinth  of  Jnire,  when  his 
majefty  left  London  to  march  toward  the  to%%  where  be  em- 
barked his  forces  on  board  two  hundred  eighty- eight  tranfportJ 
on  the  I  ith,'  and,  efcorted  by  a  fquadron  of  iix  men  of  war  un- 
Aer  Sir  Ooudefley  Shovel,  failed  for  Carrrckffcrgus,  where  he 
I'afely  arrived  on  the  14th  of  the  fame  month,  and  fooil  aftet 
<!Rfmifled  resir-admiral  Shotel,  with  the  Plymouth  fqnadron, 
with  orders  to  join  the  grand  fleet,  which,  as  WC  have  before 
£hewn,  he  could  not  do,  till  it  was  too  late  K 

There  was  nothing  better  u^^derftobd  in  England  tlian  the  ab^ 
folute  neceility  of  aflcmbling  early  in  the  year  a  (Irong  fleet  in 
the  chaiDnel.  The  honour  of^the  kingdom  depended  upon  it ;  for 
the  French,  after  their  fmall  advantage  in  Bantry-bay,  had*  given 
out,  that  they  would  the  next  fummer  infult  the  joint  fleets  of 
the  Englifli  and  Dutch.  "What  was  ftill  more,  tl^e  nation's  fafety 

-1  HH^.  itiflitBiK,  tome  H.  p.  311,  3t$,  317.  One  may  joilly  woni!er  ho# 
tbe  Wtenoti.coM  be  able  fo  fie  Q«t  nu  only  a  greicer  floet  then  we,  bot  with 
Ifeater  eipedicion  too.  In  order  to  accoant  for  this,  I  (ball  offer  to  the  reader*! 
cpnfideration  (ownc  matters  of  fad,  fet  down  by  captain  George  St.  Lo,  who 
was  at  this  time  a  prifbner  in  Franee,  and  fiw  this  very  armament  made.  *'  When 
•*  1  was  iirft  broikght  prironer  thither,**  ftys  be,  <*  T  Ity  foMr  months  in  an  hof* 
**  plt»l  at  Bwft  for  core  of  my  wottqds,  and  wai  fent  to  Ktntz,  before  half  en* 
**  red.  Whiifi  I  was  at  Brcft,  I  was  aftonithed  at  the  CKpedUton  nfcd  in  manniof 
<^  and  fitting  out  their  (hips,  which  till  then  I  thought  coulj  be  done  no  where 
**  foon^r  than  In  England,  where  we  have  ten  times  the  (hipping,  and  coofe* 
««-4|iicatly  ten  times  more  feamen  thtn  they  have  in  Ereflce;  but  there  I  fiw 
**.  twenty  (ail  of  ftips  of  about  fisty  gaas  each,  got  ready  in  tWehty  da^s  time : 
*'  they  were  brought  in,  and  the  men  difcharged;  and^  upon;io  order  from  Pa* 
**  ris»  they  were  careened,  ketled  up,  rigged,  viAaallcd,  maifned,  and  out 
*'  again  iit  the  faid  lime,  with  fhe  greateft  eafc  imaginable.  I  likewift  fsw  a  fltip 
*^  of  OM  hwiditd  guns  bad  att  bcr  gans  taken  out  ifceiv  id  fAitr  dr  fi?e  b<Hif« 
«*  lime,  which  I  never  faw  done  in  £ng|a|id  in  twenty- fonr  hoors,  and  this  wkli 
«*  greater  cafe,  and  lc(»  hasard,  than  here,  which  I  faw  under  the  hofpital-win^ 
V  dow  1^  and  this  f  am  fure  I  could  do  as  eafily  in  England. **  England's  iafety  | 
4X  a  bridle  to  th^  French  king.     London,  4to,  1693,  p.  xB,  1 9> 

k  Kenoct'i  complete  hiftory,  vol.  i.  p.  598.  Life  of  king  WiUlam,  p.  t4% 
tfiirchct's  memoirs,  p.  58.  Hiftory  of  the  wars  in  Ireland,  civ  %i*  p.  109.  Msr* 
fare  hidoriqiie  ef  poiitiqae^  tome  ix.  p.  74. 
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depended  on  this  meafurc  no  left,  iince  the  king  and  tb^  g(^s|te(| 
part  of  his  forces  were  abroad;  icarce  feyqn.  t^oufand  regular^ 
If  oops  left  in  Epgland ;  and  fuch  as  wer^Q  ii^  t^e  iptereft  of  king 
James  almoft  evqry  where  in  n30tion»  and  waiting  in  all  appear* 
ance  fpr  qothing,  but  the  £ght  of  a  French  ^eet  on  the  c^aft*  tq 
take  pp  afms,  and  declare  againft  the  goyenunent. 

yet,  for  all  this,  pur  maritime  prqcecdings  wore  yqry  flowj^ 
for  which  various,  and  fome  fcarqe  credible  caufes  ace  aijlgped. 
It  was  given  out,  that  the  greateft  part  of  the  fleet  wa«  difaffe£t- 
cd }  2^nd,  to  wipe  off  this  fuggeftion,  it  was  thought  necefiarf 
%h9,\  an  addrefs  (hpuld  l^  fent  up  from  the  Downs,  which  wa^ 
accordingly  dope  '•    On  th^  other  hand,  it  was  late  before  th< 

Dutch  kn\  their  fleet  to  fea,  and  the  Engliibi  V'^^H^S  '^^^  i^<^. 
thing  of  confequencc;  could  bp  dope  till  after  their  junftioii,  were; 
the  lefs  (blicitoi^s  abpift  patting  themfelve^  ip  order^  till  they 
beard  of  their  being  a(  fea™. 

The  condu£l  of  the  French  in  the  ipean  tjme  was  of  q^ite  an* 
other  kindi  for,  whilq  the  fquadron  before- mentioped  was  gon^ 
to  Ireland,  orders  were  given  for  egutpping  a  fleet  of  flxty  fai^ 
at  Breft,  which  was  to  put  to  fea  l^y  the  end  o/  M^j :  this  thc]f 
aAually  did,  and,  though  they  were  forced  by  contrary  windt 
to  put  back  again  to  thi|t  rpad,  yet  on  the  (2th  pf  Jun^  they  ^\ 
to  fea  in  three  fquadrons,  each  fquadron  being  divided  into  three 
divifions.  Of  thefe  the  white  and  blue  fquadrons,  coihmanded 
by  count  d*Eftrces  on  board  the  Le  Grande,  a  (hip  of  cighty-fb; 
guns,  formed  tb^  vanguaifd,  cpnfifting  of  tiyenty-Qx  rnen  of 
war.  The  main  body  was  compofed  of  the  white  fquadron, 
commanded  by  the  admiral  coupt  Tourville  in  the  Royal  Sun,  a 
ihip  o^  one  hundred  gims ;  this  fqyadron  conflAed  likewife  o£ 
twenty-fix  fail  \  the  blue  fquadron  made  the  rear  guard,  com. 
manded  by  Mr.  d'Amfreville  in  the  Magnificent,  a  (hip  of  eigh-; 
fy  guns,  and  in  this  fquadron  there  were  but  twenty-five  fail* 
In  all  there  were  feventy-eigbt  men  oif  lyar,  twenty*t^o  firc- 
fliips,  and  the  whole  fleet  carried  upwacds  of  four  thoufand  fe- 

ven  hundred  pieces  of  cannon.  On  the  1 3th  of  June  they  fteercd 

•  •,•-•       ■      •         •    •      ^.    •      .t 

1  See  the  a^drrfs  tn  Keonet's  complete  hiftory,  vol.  iii.  p.  6o».  ■  Bnr-. 

nct*$  hiAory  of  hu  owb  times,  vol.  ii.  p.  49.  fiurctKt  and  other  writers.  Ai» 
ii^ptftial  icoonnt  of  fomc  remarkable  paflage«  in  the  life  of  Arthar,  earl  of  Tocw 
riDgtoo,  P*  ^3* 

fee 
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(brtfac  EngUfh  cpaft,  and  on  the  ooth  found  themfclves  off  tkf 
Liseard.  The  next  day  the  admira)  topic  fome  EogUih  fifliing- 
boatS)  ^ndf  after  baying  paid  t)ie  people  who  iKere  on  board  fi>r 
their  ^ih,  he  fct  them  at  liberty,  again;  and  thefe  were  the  men 
j^uch  vaa  our  fupinene&i)  that  firft  btougbt  advice  of  the  ar^ 
rtyal  of  the  Fren^  fleet  on  our  coaft^^;  while  ours  was  lying 
idle,  and  fcarce  in  a  condition  to  put  tp  fea,  as  bafbop  Buniec 
nery  juftly  obferves  ^. 

Our  a^niiraU  the  earl  of  Torrington»  was  at  St,  Helch^  whea 
be  recqved  thi^  news,  which  muft  have  furprifed  him  very  inucfa^ 
fince  he  w<($  i^  f^f  f^ov^  expe&ing  any  ,adyice  of  this  kind,  that 
he  haid  no  fcouts  to  theweftward^.  He  put  to  fea»  however, 
with  fuch  fi)ipf  9^  he  bac))  and  ftqod  to  the  ibuth-eaft  on  Midr 
iammer  daj^  leaving  hif  ordcsrs,  th^t  all  the  Eqgliifa  and  Dutch 
(b^  which  coul^i  have  notice  QiQuld  follow  him.  This  ihews' 
l)Ow  mu^h  he  wa%  cpqfufed,  and  how  little  notion  he  had  of  a 
fpeedy  engagement)  and  ipd^d  it  was  impoffible  be  flibuld  have 
Earned  any  proper  fcheme  pf  a£tion»  when  he  had  no  certain 
account  of  the  ftrength  of  the  French.  In  the  evening  he  was 
jpined  by  fevera|  ihip^,  and  the  next  mornipg  he  found  himfelf 
within  light  of  the  enemy.  The  French  landed,  and  made  fome 
lyrifoners  on  (hor^,  and  by  them  fent  a  letter  from  Sir  William 
Jennings  an  officer  in  the  navy,  who  had  followed  the  fortunes 
of  king  Jatpes^  and  feryed  now  s^s  third  captain  on  board  the 
Admiral,  promifing  pardon  to  all  fuch  captains,  as  would  now 
adhere  to  that  prince  *".  The  next  day  our  admiral  received  an- 
other reinforcement  of  feven  Putch  men  of  war  under  the  com-^ 
mand  of  admiral  Eyertzcn  j  however,  the  fleets  continued  look* 
sng  upoA  each  other  for  feveral  days^  It  is  certain  that  the  earl^ 
of  Torrington  did  not  think  himfelf  ftrong  enough  to  venture  an 
engagement,  an^  in  ^U  pro^bability  the  reft  of  the  admirals,  viz* 

^  M.  it  Qgnney  MA.  miKtMK,  tome  ii.  p.  31S,  319,    Rciocourt,  tome  tii.^ 
p.  xj6»     Mcrcure  hiftoriqqe  ec  poiitiqur,  lome  iz.  p.  80,  «  Hiftory  of  fafis 

9wa  timet,  yoL  u.  f.  49.  P  Kennet*i  complete  biftory  of  England,  vol.  iii. 

p.  60*»  BariMK*s  kiOory  of  hit  own  times,  vol.  ii.  p.  49.  Life  of  king  WUlJtm, 
p.  S94.  4  Burcbet**  memoirs,  p,  46,     See  Ukewifc  a  pamphlet  pobliftied 

aboMCibat  tim<»  imiticd,  Tbe  bee  plot  on  the  fleet  dcreOed,  with  the  Jacobites 
aMttorlal,  &c,    London,  itfpo,  4ro.  ■'An  impartial  acconnt  of  fome  re* 

markabU  pfti&get  in  the  life  of  Artbor,  earl  of  Toiringeon,  p.  14.  Life  of  kin^ 
Vnilinm,  p.  a  14. 
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Ealph  DelaTftl)  Efq^  tice^dmiral  of  the  red,  Edwzrd  RofieTj 
Efq;  sMUntral  of  the  Uue,  Sir  John  Afliby,  Tice-^admiral  of  the 
fame  iquadron,  and  George  Rooke,  Efq;  rear-admiral  of  the 
Ttd^  were  of  the  like  opinion  *•  Beiides,  he  waited  far  Sir 
CloudeAey  Shovel,  reaf'-admiral  of  the  blue,  who  was  to  hare 
jpined  him  with  the  Plymouth  fquadrdn  and  fame  other  fhipsr^ 

Hs»  whole  ftrefigth  confiAed  of  about -tfairfy'^four  men  of  war 
of  feveral  fizes,  and  the  three  Dutch  admirab  had  under  their 
amimand  twenty-two  krge  (hips.  We  need  not  wonder  thefe- 
fare,  that,  feeing  bimfaif  out^numbered  by  aboTe  twenty  fail,  lie 
was  not  willing  to  nSa  his  own  honour'  and  the  nation^s  fafety 
upon  fach  unequal  terms.  But  the  queen  wfio'  was  then  regentj 
having  been  informed  that  her  fathers  adherents  intended  a  ge- 
neral inibrfe&ton)  and  that,  if  the  French  fleet  eontidued  fanger 
on  the  coaft,  this  would  certainly  take  efl^eA,  by  advice  of  the 
piivy  council,  fent  him  orders  to  fight  at  alt  events,  hi  order  to 
force  the  French  fleet  to  withdraw".  In  obedience  to  this  order, 
as  foon  as  it  was  light,  on  the  30th  of  June  die  admiral  threw 
out  the  fignal  for  drawing  into  a  line,  and  bOre  down  upoh  the 
memy,  while  they  were  under  fail,  by  a  wind  with  their  heads 
to  the  northward  ^. 

The  fignal  for  battle  was- made  about  eight,  Ti^hcn  the  French 
braced  their  bead-fails  to  their  mads,  in  order  to  ly  by.  'The 
a£tioh  began  about  nine,  when  the  Dutch  fquach-on,  which  made 

<  Naval  hiftorjr,  p.  634.  ^  Barcbet*s  mempirs,  f>*  44* 

u  Bi(hop  Kennet  in  his  complete  hidory  of  EngU^id,  vo)^  iil  p.  606,  enfer^ains 
Hi  with  «  fncdnA  account  of  this  Jacobfte  plot,  which  ft  it  necefTary  Co  cranfcribe, 
th«t  Ike  feader  mjy  h«f  t  fd<n«  cineoptfon  of  ihc4t  rttfbm  chat  ffidoco!'  Ilm 
qf^  ai>4  her  ooancil  to  fi^i  tfic  admiral  ih^it  ^o^uste  oadcrs.  to  igbc  <*:la 
«*  was  ajgreed,"  fays  he,  f*  thaC  while  part,  of  tbc  Fiencb  licet  ihoald  bear  op  the 
*'  Thames,  the  Jacubftes  in  London,  who  were  grown  very  bold  and  nomerovs 
**  ¥y  the  iockfng  of  tb«t  party  from  »U  parts  ^ftJiw  codntry  Chichef,  (hdotdhttre 
**  made  an  inforreAion,  and  have  feized  the  <]neen  and  her  chief  mtoifterc 
**  Thca  certain  peribns  ifvcr«  to  have  taken  ttpon  tbem  the  adminiftratioli  «f  rff- 
<*  f^ir4  ciU  tb«  rotVD  of  king  JaipeSi  who  was  to  leav<  the  commuid  4f  hii'v-' 
*'  ppyto  bi&scneraU,  sand  hades  wiih  att  fpced  into  En^^od  {  tbcotfier  pattof 
*^  the  Fwnch  fleet,  having  JQin«d  ttteir  giallies,  mu  to  have  landed  eight  tb««* 
«*  iaml  mea  at  Torba^y,  wub  avitts  fpr  a  greater  uttmbcr.  After  which  th«  fal- 
<V  Ilea  and  qten  of  war  w«rc  ^  ^ail  into  tbc  Irlfis  &a  la  blodcr  die  tcinra'ol'kiiif 
«V  WiiUam  and  bU  forces*  aad  tte  difcontentcd  Seoct  vert  to  have  revotte^-vt' 
•<  the  iame  time  in  ieveral  paru  Qf  tbat  kiogdoia." 
V  Biuchet's  memoirs,  p.  36,    N4valbi(l.  p.  4a5.    Colnmna  n&nt^,p,ai^ 

the 
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At  Tan  of  the  united  Accts,  fell  in  with  the  van  of  the  French, 
and  put  them  into  fome  diforder.  About  half  an  houv  after,  our 
hhie  fquadron  engaged  their  rear  very  warmly;  but  the  red 
commanded  by  the  earl  of  Torrington  in  perfon,  which  mads 
the  centre  of  our  fleet,  could  not  come  up  till  about  ten  j  and 
this  occafioned  a  great  openhig  between  them  and  the  Dutch. 
The  Frendi  making  ufe  of  this  advantage  weatbered^  and  of 
courfe  furrounded  the  latter,  who  defended  themlelves  very  gal* 
lantly,  though  they  fuffered  eitremely  from  fo  unequal  a  diipute. 
The  admiral,  feeing  their  diftrefs,  oideavoured  to  relieve  them  ^ 
and  while  they  dropt  their  anchors,  (the  only  method  they  had 
left  to  preferve  themfclves),  he  drore  with  his  own  (hip  and  fe* 
vera!  others  between  them  and  the  enemy,  and  in  that  fituation 
anchored  about  five  in  the  afternoon,  when  it  grew  calm ;  but 
diiceming  how  much  the  Dutch  had  iiiffered,  and  how  little 
^ffobability  their  was  of  regaining  any  thing  by  renewing  the 
fight,  he  weighed  about  nine  at  night,  and  retired  eaftward  with 
the  tide  of  flood'. 

The  next  day  it  was  refolved  in  a  council  of  war,  held  in  the 
afternoon,  to  preferve  the  fleet  by  retreating,  and  rather  to  de- 
firby  Ihe  difabled  flilps,  if  they  flionld  be  preiS^d  by  the  enemy^ 
dian  to  hazard  another  engagement  by  endeavouring  to  protefl 
ihera.  lliis  refolution  was  executed  with  as  much  fuccefs  as 
could  be  ezpeAed,  which,  however,  was  chiefly  owing  to  want 
of  experience  in  the  French  admirals ;  for,  by  not  anchoring 
when  the  Englifli  did,  they  were  driven  to  a  great  diftance,  and 
by  continurag  to  chacc  in  a  line  of  battle,  inftead  of  leaving  every 
fliip  at  Uberty  to  do  her  utmofl,  they  could  never  recover  what 
they  loft  by  their  firft  miftake'.  But,  notwithftanding  all  this, 
they  prefled  on  their  purfuit  as  far  as  Rye-bay,  and  forcing  one 
of  our  men  of  war  of  feventy  guns,  called  the  Arme,  which  had 

>  'theCe  ptrticuljrt  are  nken  from  a  verjr  authentic  pamphlet,  the  title  of 
which  nins  thits  t  "  The  account  given  by  Sir  John  Afhby  vice-admiral,  and  rear- 
^  admiril  Rooke,  to  the  lords  commilEoncn  off  the  engagement  at  (cm  between 
**  the  EngliO),  Dqtch,  and  French  fleets,  June  the  30th,  itfpo.  With  a  j  'urnil 
^*  of  the  fleet  (ince  their  departure  from  St.  Helenas  to  their  return  to  the  Bu»f 
^*  in  the  Nore,  and  other  material  paflages  relating  to  the  faid  engagement.*' 
l^ondon,  priu ted  for  Randal  Taylor,  itfpi,  4C0,  p.  31. 

f  Bmcher't  memoirs  p.  47.  Naval  hiOory,  p.  417.  TIic  faO  is  likewife  ac- 
knowledged by  M.  d«  QniBcr  ^^  ^^^^  French  wiitcrs. 

loft 
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loft  all  her  iriaftsi  on  (hore  near  Wincbdfea,  they  fcnt  iti  iiS 
{hips  to  burn  her^  which  the  captain  prevented  by  fetting  fire  td 
her  himfelf.  The  body  of  the  French  fleet  ftood  iii  and  but  of 
the  bays  of  Bourne  and  Pemfey  in  Su0ei^  while  abdat  fourteeii 
of  their  (hips  anchored  near  the  (hore.  Some  of  thefe  attempted 
to  burn  a  Dutch  (hip  of  fixty-fbur  guns^  which  at  low  Water  laf 
dry  I  but  her  commander  defended  her  fo  iloutly  every  high 
water,  that  they  were  at  length  forced  to  defiil^  and  the  captain 
carried  her  fafe  into  Holland  '. 

Our  lofs  in  this  unlucky  affair^  if  we  except  reputation^  wa» 
not  fo  great  as  might  have  been  expeflcd  j  not  above  two  £btps^ 
two  fea-captains,  two  captains  of  marines,  and  three  hundred 
and  fifty  private  men.  The  Dutch  were  much  more  unfortunate, 
becaufe  they  were  more  thoroughly  engaged.  BcCdes  three  ttupi 
funk  in  the  fight,  they  were  obliged  to  fet  fire  to  three  more  that 
were  (Iranded  on  the  coad  of  Sufiex,  lofing  in  ail  fix  fliips  of 
the  line*  They  loft  likcwifc  abundance  of  gallant  officers^ 
particularly  their  rear-admirals  Dick  and  Brakel,  and  captain 
Kordel,  with  a  great  number  of  inferior  officers  and  fea- 
mtii  ■.  Yet  even  this  misfortune  contributed  to  raifc  their  re- 
putation at  fea,  fince  as  foon  as  the  ftates  received  the  news^ 
they  ordered  fourteen  men  of  war  to  be  built  and  put  to  fea  in 
as  many  days^  which,  as  my  author  fays,. may  feem  incredible 
to  fuch  as  are  unacquainted  wiih  the  power  of  the  Dutch  at  that 
time,  and  what  they  were  able  to  do  upon  extraordinary  occa- 
fions^. 

We  need  not  wonder,  that  a  viflbry  gained  by  the  French 
fleet  over  the  joint  forces  of  the  maritime  powers  (hould  extremCii^ 
ly  elevate  the  writers  of  that  nation,  Who  are  fb  apt  tji  i  «n  OMt 
into  extravagant  Sights  of  panegyric  on  much  flighter  occafiona.; 
The  marquis  de  (^incy  tells  us,  that  the  Dutch  fought  with  all 

>  Borcbet*s  naval  htftoty,  p.  4»7*  t  have  been  at  fomc  pains  ro  dircoter  iKt 
name  of  chif  Tnip  and  o(  its  i^ailant  captain.  The  former  I  find  to  ha^c  beeo  De« 
macs,  and  the  latter  ConvienC.  As  I  have  mf  informatipn  from  a  Frcochoim/ 
I  doubt  whciber  the  names  are  fpelt  right. 

*  An  impanial  account  ofrome  remarkable  pafljges  in  the  life  of  Arthur,  earl 
of  Torrington»  p.  14,  as.  Le  Gierc  biO.  des  provinces  iinies,  tome  iii.  p«4r9, 
Mercure  hiAorique  ct  politique,  tome  ix.  p.  S4,  85.  b  Memoicvs  hifto* 

riqnes,  p.  t4«  Mrrture  hiftoriqiie  et  politique,  toBpe  ix*  p.  86»  87.  JLe  Cicr« 
hift.  dcs  pro\'ir»ces  unies,  tome  Iii.  liv.  xvi. 

imaginable 
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lifiaglnabje  faraycxy,  and  tacitly  aclnowI^es«  that  they  owed 
their  misfortune  to  their  being  furroundefl  by  French  ih.ips.  He 
Iikewife  owns,  that  fuch  of  the  Englifh  (hips  as  engaged  fought 
very  well,  and  that  the  admiral  endeavoured  to  fuccour  the 
Dutch,  though  he  did  it  with  much  caution.  But  then,  to  en- 
hance the  vidlory  as  much  as  poflible^  he  alTerts,  that  the  united 
fleets  were  at  leaft  equal  in  force  to  the  navy  of  France^  chough 
they  had  fewer  (hips  ^.  In  this,  howeveri  be  is  certainly  mifla^ 
ken.  as  I  (hall  convince  the  reader  by  undeniable  evidence*  The 
Dutch  fquadron  confided  of  twenty^two  large  Ihips,  and  washy 
much  the  niof^  formidable  of  the  whole  fleet,  and  yet  tliat  fqua- 
dron  carried  but  i»36o  gnns(  whereas  the  weakeft  of  the 
French  fquadrons  carried  I|C26 ;  and  if  we  fliould  fuppofe  the 
united  fleet  to  have  conflfted  of  ihips  of  the.like  fprce  with  the 

Dutch,  which  it  is  certain  they  were  not,  it  would  then  have 

,  ''11 

carried  3)4$2  guns ;  whereas  the  French  fleet,  according  to  this 

writer's  own  Account;  carried  4,702  ^*  This  is  fufficient  to  fliow 

♦ .  .  -  ■  '        .  .  '    ■    •     ■ 

how  little  dependence  can  be  bad  even  on  the  accounts  of  the 
faireft  French  authors.  Father  Daniel  has  given  us  two  relations 
of  this  engagement  full  of  exaggerations^.  He  tells  us,  that 
feventeen  Englifh  and  Dutch  ihips,  being  difabled,  ran  a-ihore^ 
and  were  burnt  by  their  own  crews ;  wheresis,  in  truth,  inftead  of 
the  feventeen,  there  were  but  feven.  He  Iikewife  magnifies  the 
tonduGt  of  the  count  de  Tourville,  who  would,  a;i  he  informs 
us,  have  intirely  deftroycd  the  enemy,  if  they  had  not  had  the 
advantage  of  the  wind  and  tide.  In  the  battle,  indeed,  the  £ng- 
iifli  and  Dutch  had  the  advantage  of  the  wind  i  but,  in  their  re- 
treat,  the  wind  was  equally  favourable  to  the  French  ;  and,  as 
to  the  advantage  of  the  tide,  it  was  owing  to  their  fuperior  flciU 

.  <1  Thefe  oompatittoot,  fo  far  as  th^  regard  the  French,  I  have  taken  from 

the  marquis  de  Qaiitcy  $  bat,  as  to  the  Dutch  (quzdron^  I  did  not  chink  it  fair 

to  make  afe  of  the  lid  he  hai  eiven  ai,  becanfe  I  bad  a  more  authentic  afcoont, 
••  • 

l>y  which  it  appeared,  that  the  Dutch  fquadron  wa<  larger  by  two  (hips,  and  car* 
Kbd  n^ore  guns  than  the  marqnis  de  (jnincy  has  fet  down. 

«  We  have  this  account  6rfl  in  his  hift.  de  miiice  Fran^iis,  toine  ii.  p.  497. 
with  the  addition  of  a  fa£t  altogether .  groqndiefs,  viz.  That  tile  French  fleet 
after  their  vi^ory  took  a  vuft  rum  her  of  merchant  fhips.  He  relates  the  fame 
aj^iir  more  at  large  in  hjs  hifl.  de  Francci  tome  x.  in  the  biftorical  journal  of 
ibc  reign  of  Lewis  ^iV.  p. .  155.  where  be  repeats  the  fame  tale  of  their  taking 
an  infinite  nnmbcr  of  ihips. 

Vol.  ii.  T  t  in 
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in  the  management  of  tbeir  teflek :  and  bifliop  Buniet  ^trf 
rfghtly  obferves,  that,  amtmgft  the  beft  judges,  the  count  dc 
Tourtille  was  almoft  as  much  bhmedfor  not  making  uie  of  his 
HEtorff  as  the  earl  of  Torrington  was  on  account  of  his  defeat  ^ . 

After  the  engagmnent  our  fleet  i-etreated  towards  the  river  of 
'lliames>  and  the  earl  of  Torrington,  going  oh  (hore>  left  the 
cominand  to  Sir  John  Afhby,  bvt  firft  gave  orders  to  captato- 
Monct:  of  thd  Phoenix,  together  with  four  other  fifth  rates,  and 
four  fire-fliips,  to  anchor  above  the  narrow  of  the  middle  grounds^ 
and  to  appoint  two  of  the  frigates  to  ride,  one  at  the  Buoj  of  the 
Spits,  the  other  at  tbe  lower  end  of  the  middle^  and  to  take 
away  the  buoys,  and  f  mmediatefy  retreat,  if  the  enemy  approach- 
ed ;  or,  if  they  prcfied  yet  farther  on  him,  he  was  ordered  in 
like  manner  to  take  away  the  buoys  near  him,  4nd  to  do  what 
fervice  he  could  againft  them  with  the  fire-fhips;  but  ftltt  tore- 
tire,  and  make  the  proper  fignats  in  fuch  cafes.  On  the  8th  the 
French  fleet  ftood  towards  their  own  coaft,  but  were  feen  upon 
the  27th  off  the  Berry-head,  a  Kttle  to  the  eaftward  of  I^ut- 
mouth,  and  then,  the  wind  takitig  theni  fhort,  they  put  into 
Torbay.  There  they  lay  hot  long ;  for  they  were  difcovered  the 
29th  near  Plymouth,  at  which  place  the  neceHary  preparations 
were  made  by  platforms  and  other  works,  to  give  them  a  warm 
reception.  The  5th  of  Auguft  they  appeared  ag^in  off  of  the 
Ilam-headi  in  nntnber  between  filty  and  ievemy^  when,  (land- 
ing weftward,  they  were  no  more  feen  in  the  channel  this  year*; 

Tlte  nattoo  all  this  time  was  in  the  utmoft  confulion  from  the 
apprehenfion  of  a  defcent  by  the  French  in  favour  of  an  infur^ 
reAion  to  be  at  the  fame  time  made  by  the  friends  of  king  James. 
The  city  of  London  fhewed  uncommon  zeal  for  the  fupport  of 
(he  government,  by  not  only  railing  their  militia,  confifting  of 
about  nine  thoufand  men,  but  offering  to  add  to  thefe,  6te 
auxiliary  regimcrirs,  a  regiment  of  horfe,  and  two  of  dra* 
goons,  to  be  maintained  at  their  own  expenee,  fo  long  as  they 
fliould  be  neceflary  K    The  tinners  ki  Cornwall  alfo  offered  ti» 

f  As  dib  prelate  cofiver  fU  «Ub  all  the  grtU  men  of  tbtt  tine,  trhit  he  it-^ 
poru  in  Aich  eafet  it  this  ^efervet  more  credit  tbtn  any  of  bit  own  reileAioot. 
See  alio  the  Mercnre  hiftoi  ique  et  poKtiqae,  tome  Ix.  p.  a  to. 

t  Biirchcl*!  naval  hKlory,  p.  i%U  *  KMnct*s  complete  BiAory,  vol.  iii. 

p.  601, 

rifci 
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rife^  and  ftddreflet  of  the  &iiie  nature  cmne  from  other  part<« 
vhich  were  very  gracioufly  received  bj,  and  did  great  forvice  to 
queen  Mary,  though  Ibe  did  not  think  fit  to  make  ufe  of  the 
^fopoled  fiKCOurs.  She  apprehended,  or  at  leaft  was  advifed  by 
her  council,  that  it  would  be  more  effedual  to  kjze  fuch  perfons 
of  diftinAion,  as  were  known  to  be  in  her  fatbei^s  intercft  K 
Thist  it  it  fuppoled,  had  the  defired  efiea,  and  induced  the 
French,  when  they  faw  themfelves  difappointed  in  their  expedla* 
tions  of  finding  numbers  ready  to  take  arms  on  their  firft  apr 
{)earance,  to  attempt  little  or  nothing  to  our  prejudice,  except  it 
was  the  burning  of  Ttngmotttb,  and  three  inconfiderable  vcficls 
there;  which, however,  fome  French  hiftorians have reprefented 
as  a  glorious  enterprize,  and,  to  make  their  t^le  hang  the  better 
together,  have  ereAed  fortifications  that  were  never  feen,  talked 
of  an  obftinate  refiftance  that  was  never  made,  and  have  con^ 
verted  three  fifhing-fmacks  into  four  men  of  war,  and  eight  mer- 
chant-fliips  ricbly  laden  *.  The  malecontents,  however,  gav^ 
quite  a  dtfierent  turn  to  the  jnaAivity  of  the  French  fleet :  they 
faid  that  the  French  king,  as  an  ally  to,  and  at  the  earneft  re- 
queft  of  lames  XL  would  not  hurt  his  country,  or  plunder  iu 
inhabitants.  Over  and  above  tkefe  precautions  the  queen  took 
another,  which  was  fimding  over  Mr.  Harbord  to  the  ftates«ge- 
neral,  to  inform  them  how  much  her  majefty  was  concerned  at 
the  misfortune  that  had  befallen  their  iqua^ron  an  the  late  en* 
gagement,  and  at  their  not  having  been  feconded  as  they  ought 
to  have  been.  He  was  likewife  to  inform  them,  that  the  queen 
had  givea  ^ers  for  refitting  the  Dutch  (hips  that  were  difabled, 
at  the  nation's  cxpence,  aod  that  her  majefty  bad  farther  direA- 
cd,  all  pofliUe  care  fliould  be  taken  of  the  fick  and  wounded 
feamen,  and  that  a  bounty  (hould  be  given  to  the  widows  of 
fuch  as  had  fallen  in  the  aftton.  He  was  ftill  farther  inftruAed 
to  acquaint  the  fiates,  that  twelve  large  (hips  were  fitting  out 

I  Thetr  addrefs  wu  prefented  to  tb«  queen  by  Shadrtch  Vincent,  Efqs  who 
reprefented  the  borough  of  Fowey  at  that  time  in  parliament. 

k  A  proclaaiatton  for  that  purpofe,  Ifloed  on  the  i4rh  of  Jaly,  1690, 
1  This  (lory  of  attacking  Tiagnoath,  and  the  great  things  performed  thers, 
we  find  both  lo  Qniney  and  father  Daniel ;  ib  that  very  probably  th«  tale  was 
forged  on  board  the  fleet;  for  that  it  was  a  forgery  no  man  can  doobt,  who  it 
acquainted  with  the  town  and  creek  of  Tiogmonth  t«  Deronlhirt,  asd  the  inoo»- 
iiderabic  trade  carried  on  there. 

T  t  2  here 
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here  to  join  the  fleet,  and  to  defire  that  their  high  mighttoeflcf 
yvould  dire£b  a  proportionable  reinforcement;  which  they  accord- 
ingly did".      .     .  • 

'  ^ '  ■  ;     *  •         .     As 

?  That  the  reader  may  the  better  apprehend  ^he  reaJTons  which  indqced  ber 
iriHJefty  to  apply  iir  this  manner  to  the  I)ii(ch, 'it  wilT  be  proper  to  lay  before 
bim  ao  eztr^  from  rear*admiial  £vcftzeo*i  letter,'  ia  Mrhicb  be  gifts  tto  •ccviwi 
of  tbc  fight:  .     -  *      ' 

'*  The  4th  of  this  month  he  joined  the  EngH(h  and  Dutch  fleets,  riding  near 
**  the'lfle  df  wighti  with  thre^  men  of  war ;  there  he'unV^erflood  that  the  French 
**  fleet  bad  been  defcryed,  riding  loTeveral  jMaces^  to  tb^noober  o£  eighty  twi 
itaen  of  war,  great  and  AimH:  tbtr^vpon  tc  was»relolve<i.9lm  they  flioii|4 
weigh  anchor,  wicli  a  refoli^tioo  to  find  them  out,  and  obfcrye  their  motion^ 
**  Before  the  arn>al  of  admiral  £vertzen,'it  was  agreed  between  the  two  natioos, 
<^  that  the  HoHandert  flioold'bave  the"  vaiiguar<f,  •hich  'wat  in  appearance  to  det 
^*  them  bofioar,  bat  at  the  bottom  C6  conceal  Torrington's  defigns«  After  tbef 
*'  had  beeii  utider  fail  about  two  or  tbree  hours,  tiiey  were  o|(li^  by  fifgs  an^ 
'*  bad  weather  to  come  to  an  anchor ;  but  foon  afcer  they  pereeived  the  French 
"  fleet  ^o  bear  up  towards  them,  with  the  wind  at  eafl.  Immediately  chey  weigh- 
"  ed  anehdr,  and  endeavoured  to  gain 'the  we4thcr-|age,  which  they' did  witK 
**  fnch  fficccfs,'  that  Iforringtou  gave  the  iigna|  for  tbe  &ft  fqnadroa  to  oiigtge  { 
**  but  the  French  thought  fit  to  retire.  The  tf  th,  7(h,  8th,  and  pch,  the  two  floets 
**  were  always  in  view  of  each  other ;  but,  in  regard  the  French  fleet  was  mnch 
**^  the  (Hx>ngcr  both  for  number  and  bignefs  of  fliips,  it  Was  jodgeii'  m6ft  pro)>cir 
**  aot  to  figbt  in  the  open  fca  ;'and  Torrington  did  Ms  'paft  i<>  wd^  chat  he 
**  avoided  engaging  till  be  was~come  of  Bcachy-head,  which  was  lavpur^bk  foe 
'*  his  purpofe  ^  and  there  it  was  that  he  received  the  queen's  orders  not  to  diUv 
*'  engaging,  if  the  win<^  and  the  weather  would  permit,  which  was  the  reafon 
**  that,'  up6n'the  loth,  by'day-breakj  we  went  to  feck  the  enemy,  who  expededi 
*'  us  in  order  of  battle  ;  and  fo\by  9' o'clock  the  eiigagement -began  between  Ib^ 
*'  bfue  fquadron  of  the  French  and  the  vanguard  of  t^e  li^i^ch,  and  both  fidci 
**  fired  defperately  for  three  boors  together,  till  the  French  /qvajron  not  liking 
**  their  entertainment,  bore  away  with  airthe' tack  tfiey  could  mKe:  but  abM 
**  one  there  happened' a  calm,  whic^  not  only  prevented  t^e  Hollanders  porfutC^ 
«(  but  put  them  in  a  little  difordcr ;  upon  which  the  Freneh  (whom  the  iaine 
^(  calm  hindered  from  getting  away)  were  conflrained  to  begin  the  fight  a^io, 
<*  which  Ijfled  till  fiveo^clock  in  the  evening,  with  an  incredihls  fury'.  As  for 
*'  what  concerns  the  £ng!iih,  mofl  Certainly,  onlefs  it  were  fome  few  vefklt  that 
<<  fought  againft  Tortiugtoo's  order,  the'refV  did  nothing  at  idl;  fo  that  cbi 
<*  main  body  of  the  French  fell  into  the  reaf  of  the  Dutch  fleet,  and  having 
*'  fought  from  morning  till  evening,  and  defended  thcmfeives  fo  long  againll 
'*  fach  a  if^rodigious  number  of  the  enemy  that  a^ai^ed  them  on  every  fide, 
«'  they  were  (q  battered,  that  hardly  three  were  capabie  of  making  any  defence ; 
**  which  con  drained  them  to  make  their  way  through  the  French  fleet,  and  bear 
away  for  the  coaft  of  EogUnd  between  Beachy  and  Fcrlcy.  Admiral  firake]^ 
Jean  Dick,  and  captain  Nordel,  were  flaio.  The  FriczUnd,  having  loft  all  bet 
**  mafls,  as  (he  could  not  be  towed  ofl*  by  reafan  of  the  calm,  was  taken  towards 
'<  the  end  of  the  Bght.     Admiral  Evertzeo  gave  this  teftlmony  of  all  the  Ontcfa 

*'■'  ofScers  and  foldicrsy  that  there  was  not  one  tbaC  did  not  czaQty  perform  his 

"*•  .>^  ....».»...,....      •  ...  4«  duty. 
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As  tooia  9S  the  earl  of  TorringtOD  came  to  town,  he  was  exa- 
fDined  before  the  conncil,  where  he  juftified  himfelf  with  great 
jirefence  of  mind  ;  he  faid,  there  were  two  things  to  be  prin- 
cipallj  confidered,  the  lofs  that  had  been  fuftained  in  the  fight^ 
and  the  motives  which  had  induced  him  to  retreat.  The 
Mt,  he  alledged,  was  owing  to  the  ill-grounded  contempt  the 
£agU(h  and  Dutch  officers  had  of  the  behaviour  of  the  French 
at  fea;  and,  as  to  the  latteri  he  affirmed,  that  he  had  a£bed  ac- 
cording (o  the  rules  of  prudence,  by  which  he  had  faved  the 
fleet,  and  with  much  fteadinefs  and  fpirit  declared,  that  h^  had 
jracher  bis  reputation  ihould  fuffer  for  a  time,  than  his  country 
undergo  a  lofs,  which  ihe  might  never  be  able  to  repair.  The 
council,  however,  thought  proper  to  commit  his  lordihip  to  the 
Tower  I  and  that  they  might  leflen  the  clamours  of  the  crowds 
and  give  fome  fatisfa£tion  to  the  Dutch,  they  diredled  a  commit- 
.  tee  to  repair  to  Sheernef;,  where  they  were  to  make  a  thorough 
inquiry  into  the  real  caufes  of  this  difafter '^. 

The  fleet  remained  now  under  the  command  of  Sir  Richard 
Haddock,  vice-admiral  KiUegrew,  and  Sir  John  Adiby,  who 
had  orders  to  put  it  into  the  bed  condition  poflible;  which  they 
execQted  with  great  diligence,  and  by  the  latter  end  of  Augufl: 
had  ferty-one  (hips  of  the  line  under  their  command,  exclufive 
of  the  Dutch  :  yet,  in  fpite  of  all  their  adivity,  it  was  very  late 
in  the  year  before  they  were  able  to  undertake  any  eiFe£tual  fer- 
vice;  and  by  that  time  it  was  necelTary  to  lay  up  the  larger  fliips, 
the  remainder  being  found  fufficient  for  the  embarkation  of  a 
body  of  troops  under  the  command  of  the  earl  of  Marlborough, 
whole  winter  expedition  ihall  be  taken  notice  of  in  its  proper 
place.  In  the  mean  time  let  us  return  to  the  proceedings  of  Sir 
Cloudeiley  Shovel,  with  the  fquadron  under  his  command, 
which  we  left,  with  that  of  vxce*admiral  KiUegrew,  in  Fly- 
mouth-found  ^. 


'*  dnty.  lu  (bort,  it  b^s  not  erer  been  heard,  that  twenty-two  ^ips  fought  (o 
**  Wng  a^^infl  eighty-two,  of  which  feveoteea  carried  no  left  tb&n  from  eighty  to 
*'  ao  hnndrcd  gum.** 

a  Barnet'c  hiHory  of  hit  own  timei,  vol.  li.  p.  $3.  K%  impartial  account  of 
Ibme  rcmarliLable  pafljgea  in  the  life  of  Arthur,  earl  of  Torrington,  p.  %$^  Mer- 
cure  hiftorique  et  politique,  tome  ix.  p.  los,  103.  ^  See  Burchct*s  naval 

OMiaoiri,  p.  |8f 

On 
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On  tbe  2ift  of  July  rear-admiral  Shovel  received  ocdett  to 
{MTOceed  with  the  (hips  under  his  coipmand  for  Kingfalet  to  in- 
tercept fome  French  frigatea  that  were  laid  to  be  on  that  coaft* 
Arriving  at  Waterferd  river,  with  intefKion  to  execute  this  conw 
miiTioQi  be  met  with  the  agree«|ble  aew8  of  ISeutenant-^enerad 
}Cirk*8  having  tnade  himfidf  oiafter  of  the  town  of  Waterfardf 
)>ut  was  at  the  fame  dme  informedi  that  DuncanQon<<aftl^ 
which  by  its  fitaation  commanded  the  river,  ftiU  held  out,  and 
that  the  Ueutenant-general  for  want  of  cannon  was  not  likely  to 
take  it.  Upon  this,  confidering  the  importance  of  the  place,  and 
that  no  ufe  could  be  made  of  the  port  of  Waterford,  while  it 
remained  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  he  feot  advice  to  the  lieu- 
tenant-general  on  the  27th  of  July,  that  he  was  ready  to  affift 
him  by  fending  fome  frigates  up  the  river,  and  landing  all  the 
men  he  could  fpare  out  of  his  fquadron  under  the  proteClioa  of 
their  guns.  Accordingly,  the  next  day  he  fent  in  the  Expori* 
ment  and  the  Greyhound,  two  fmall  fhips,  to  batter  their  ca- 
ftle,  and  under  their  fire  landed  between  fix  and  ieven  hundred 
men,  all  the  boats  of  the  fleet  being  employed  in  this  iervioe. 
The  caftle  all  this  time  thundered  upon  them,  though  to  little 
purpofe^  but,  when  once  general  Bour|ce,  who  con^njAided 
there,  faw  the  men  landed,  he  thought  fit  to  capitulate,  and 
marched  out  at  the  head  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  mep,  with 
their  arms  and  baggage,  leaving  to  the  Englilh  the  fortreis, 
wbidi  was  fumiOied  with  forty-two  pieces  of  cannon.  A  noble 
reward  for  one  day's  bard  duty  ^t 

After  this  happy  fuccefs  the  rear-admiral  failed  for  Limerick, 
vrhere  be  wfis  informed  the  French  had  a  confiderablc  numher 
of  fliips }  but  finding  ibon  irfter  that  the  enemy  was  retired,  and 
that  his  own  fquadron  began  to  be  in  want  of  proviCons  and 

V  Borchet's  naTa)  hiAory,  p.  431.  Boc  there  the  aochor  hat  committed  «  Tny 
extraordinary  miftake}  for,  inflead  of  Waterfvir^,  he  mentions  Kinjtiale  at  the 
city  annoyed  by  Dnncaonon-caftle:  now,  that  thif  wai  really  an  effcA  of  want 
of  care«  and  not  an  error  in  tranfcribing,  appears  hy  comparing  hit  naval  hiflory 
with  its  index,  and  with  hit  navU  memoirs,  p.  59.  where  the  foorcc  of  this  error 
is  ieen;  for  there  he  fayt,  that  Sir  Clondcflsy  Shovel,  being  ordered  to  proceed  tq 
Kingiale,  received  iotelUgence,  when  he  was  near  the  river  of  Waterford,  t})Jt 
the  town  had  fnrrendered  two  or  three  days,  that  is,  the  town  of  Waterford  i  ba\ 
in  hts  hiAory  be  has  pat  in,  the  town  of  Kingfftle  was  lurreodercd,  as  if  thai  towa 
had  flood  00  the  river  of  WA'erf*.rd. 

fa- 
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rea-ftores,  he  came  to  a  refolution  of  failing  to  Plymouth,  where 
he  received  a  confiderable  reinforcement^  with  orders  to  proceed 
in  queft  of  the  enem  j.  But  thefie  orders,  which  came  from  the 
lords  of  the  admiralty,  were  on  the  1 8th  of  September  counter- 
xnanded  bj  a  frefh  order  from  the  king,  dfareAing  him  to  detach 
ten  (hips  into  the  Soundings  for  the  prote&ion  of  thetrade,  and 
to  fail  with  the  reft  for  the  Downs ;  which  he  accordingly  did 4. 

After  raifiog  the  fiege  of  Limericki  king  William  returned 
into  England,  where,  in  a  council  held  on  the  affiiirs  of  Ireland^ 
which  were  ftill  in  a  very  precarious  condition,  many  of  the 
great  cities,  and  moft  of  the  convenient  ports  being  dill  held  for 
king  James,  the  earl  of  Marlborough  propofed  a  plan  for  the 
im'mediate  redufUon  of  that  ifland :  he  obferved  fiift,  that  our 
fleet  was  now  at  fea,  and  that  of  the  French  returned  to  Breft^ 
in  which  fituation,  therefore,  there  was  nothing  to  be  feared  in 
relation  to  defcents.  He  farther  remarked,  that  there  were  at 
leail  five  thoufand  land-forces  lying  idle  in  England,  which  might 
be  embarked  on  board  the  fleet  even  in  this  late  feafon  of  the 
year,  and  land  time  enough  to  perform  confiderable  fervice.  The 
king  readily  accepted  this  offer,  gave  the  command  of  the  troopa 
to  the  earl  of  Marlborough,  and  fent  orders  to  the  admirals  to 
fend  the  great  (hips  about  to  Chatham,  and  to  take  on  board 
the  remainder  of  the  fleet  the  forces  ordered  for  this  fervice  ^ 

The  admirals  hoifted  their  flag  on  board  the  Kent,  a  third 
rate,  and,  having  embarked  the  troops  with  all  imaginable  ex* 
pedition,  arrived  with  them  before  the  harbour  of  Corke  on  the 
1 1  ft  of  September  in  the  afternoon.  The  next  day  they  attempt- 
ed to  enter,  but  were  for  fome  time  prevented  by  the  fire  of  a 
fmall  battery  of  five  guns,  from  which,  however,  the  Iriih  were 
icon  driven  by  two  or  three  boats  full  of  brave  fellows,  and  then 
the  whole  fleet  got  into  the  harbour  without  any  more  Interrup- 
tion. On  the  23d  the  forces  were  landed,  and  joined  a  body  of 
between  three  and  four  thoufand  men  under  the  command  of  the 
duke  of  Wirtemberg,  who^  by  an  Hl«timed  difpute  about  the 
command)  had  like  to  have  mined  the  whole  expedition. 

^  Barchet's  memoirs,  p.  sp,  60,  ^i,  5i,  C^,    Kcnnet,  Oldmixon,  &c. 
'  Biiroet*!  hi(lory  ef  his  own  times,  vil.   ii.  p.  <5o,     Li^e  of  John,  dakc  of 
Marlborougli  by  Thomai  LedUrd,  Efqi  vol.  i.  p*  #5.    Bnrchci*«  iiav^l  biAoryr 

The 
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The  earl  of  Marlborough|  as  the  elder  lieutenant-general,  and 
cooimanding  ihc  troops  that  were  principals,  had,  according  to 
all  the  rules  of  fervicci  a  right  to  it  ^  but  the  duke  of  Wirtecn- 
berg  inflfted  on  his  being  a  prince,  which  at  laft,  however,  hi: 
ivas  content  to  wave,  and  to  confent  they  fhould  command  al- 
ternately. The  city  of  Corke  was  very  well  fortified,  and  had 
in  it  a  body  of  four  thoufand  men :  but  the  earl  of  Marlborough 
having  obferved  that  the  place  was  commanded  by  an  adjacent 
hill,  he  ordered  a  battery  to^be  ercdted  there  on  the  24thf 
which  was  performed  with  great  e:cpedition  by  five  or  fix  hun- 
dred feamen,  carpenters,  i£fc»  and,  after  playing  on  the  town 
for  a  few  hours,  made  fo  confiderable  a  breach^  that  on  the 
ajth  the  generals  refolved  to  attack  it,  in  which  they  were  at- 
fifted  by  ten  pinnaces,  manned  by  Teamen  well  armed  with 
hand-granadoes  from  the  fleet.  The  befieged  were  fo  terrified 
at  this,,  that  it  was  eaCly  difcemed  the  difpute  would  not  con- 
tinue long  (  and  indeed  the  Irifh  inftantly  capitulated  *. 

But  the  very  next  day  the  fleet  received  orders  to  retire,  which 
they  did,  leaving  a  fquadron  under  the  command  of  the  duke  of 
Grafton  to  aflid  the  general:  but  that  brave  nobleman,  having 
received  a  wound  in  the  fliqulder  in  the  attack  before- mentioned, 
died  within  a  few  days,  when  the  command  devolved  upon  cap- 
tain Matthew  Tenant,  who  was  blown  up  in  the  Breda  in  Corke 
harbour ;  and  then  it  fell  to  captain  Crofts,  who  attended  the 
earl  df  Marlborough  till  after  the  redudion  of  Kingfale,  as  well 
as  Corke,  whi^h  furrendered  on  thfe  1 5th  of  OAober,  and  then 
brought  over  the  victorious  general,  who  was  prefcnted  to  his 
mafter  at  Kcnfington  on  the  28th  of  that  month,  after  having 

•  We  have  a  very  fair  account  of  this  matter  both  in  Burnet's  hlftory  of  hit 
own  times,  and  in  bifhop  Kennct*s  compleie  hiftory  t  yec  neither  of  tbofe  prebtct 
wcte  enough  maOer  of  the  ruh}e^  to  give  their  readers  a  propct  idta  of  this  ct^ 
traordintry  affair.  The  earl  of  Mariborough*s  expedition,  all  drcumftaoces  con- 
lidetcd,  t*as  beyond  comparifon  the  moft  fucccr»flil  undertaking  in  the  whole 
reign  of  king  William ;  and  even  the  redoAioo  of  Oorke  was  Aifh  «  mask  of 
penetration  as  king  William  never  forgot,  iince  it  depended  eniireky  on  hif  lard* 
lhip*s  conftdering  the  fitaation  of  the  place,  and  ohCerving  Chat  all  the  pains  taken 
in  fartifying  it  were  thrown  away.  If  king  Jtmes's' Ffvocb  generals  had  onder* 
Aood  as  much,  they  would  not  have  put  four  thoufand  men,  and  fome  of  t^cir 
befl  oflftcerf ,  tntn  fuch  a  place  {  and,  on  the  other  hand,  if  king  William's  foreign 
officer^  had  yy'ined  the  light  of  geniul  ro  the  knowledge  they  had  acquired  by  ex-' 
pcriencc,  they  wonld  Hot  have  informed  the  king  as  th^  did;  that  the  pij^  tbnia 
not  be  taken  in  Ie5  than  ttk  weeks  evca  by  a  regular  ficge, 

atchievcd^ 
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iatchie?ed|  in  o  vcrj  few  weeks,  more  ihan  all  the  fordgb  gene- 
rals had  teen  able  to  do  Cnce  the  beginaiiig  of  the  war  in  Ire^ 
land^ 

The  fleet  arrived  in  the  Do#ns  on  the  8tfa  of  Ofbber^  bring- 
ing oter  with  theoii  by  the  earl  of  Marlborough's  deiire^  the 
goremor  of  Corker  and  feveral  perfens  of  quality^  who  were 
made  prifoners  when  that  city  was  taken.  There  the  admirals 
deceived  orders  to  divide  their  fleet  into  fmall  fquadrons  for  feve- 
ral fervice^,  and  leave  only  a  ftrong  fquadrbn  in  the  Do#si8  tm* 
dcr  the  command  of  Sir  Cloudeiley  Shovd,  Who  crniaed  the  re* 
maining  part  of  the  year  in  the  Soundings,  without  any  fbccefs 
texnarkable  enough  to  deferve  notice^  except  that  the  Deptferd 
and  the  Crown,  tWo  fmall  fbtps,  took  a  fmall  French  mah  of 
trar  called  the  Fripon,  commanded  by  captain  St.  Marca,  tm6 
of  the  briikeft  oflSeers  in  the  French  fervice*  She  cu'ried  but 
eighteen  guns  and  ten  pattereroes,  and  but  a  little  befdire  had 
engaged  four  t)utch  privateers,  whom  (he  Obliged  to  fheer  offj 
though  with  the  lofs  of  thirty  men  killed  and  wounded ;  yet  now, 
notwitbftahding  her  force  was  fo  much  weakened^  fhe  fought  till 
her  captain  and  lieutenslnts  w^re  defperately  Wounded^  ind  het 
mafter  killed  i  nor  did  (he  yidd  at  lafl;,  till  her  main-maft  was 
(hot  away  by  the  Crown,  and  fhe  boarded  by  the  crew  of  that 
(hip.  Wh^n  the  rear-admiral  had  ended  his  cruize,  he  fent  fom^ 
of  his  (hips  to  the  coall  of  Ii^dand,  others  into  the  Soundings, 
and  returned  with  the  Iredinto  the  bowns"}  and  thus  ended  thtt 
naval  operatioils  in  Europe^  ^ 

Vtt  ought  Acxt  td  proceed  to  the  Weft  Indies,  where,  with* 
in  the  compafs  of  this  ycarj  there  paflTed  many  things  worthy  of 
notice ;  but  as  the  critical  ohferVation  of  tinie  in  this  cafe  would 
necefiarily  occafion  a  gf  eat  deal  of  perpletity  in  the  narration, 
and  force  us  to  confider  it  in  fuch  a  manner  as  muft  render  it 
very  bbfcnre  as  well  as  onconheded^  we  (hall  therefore  refer  the 
hi(lory  of  the  naval  tranfa£%ions  there  to  that  period  in  which 
they  were  completed,  aild  fo  take  in  th(i  whole  together,  uniting 

t  B«rcliet*f  memoirs,  p,  S6,  n*  S^*  Morcare  bidorxqueet  politique,  torn.  ix. 
^r^^S— S4I,  551.  wh«ffcin  is  »n  cxcci'.enC  accoont  of  this  espedicion,  and  verf 
judicious  irmar  ks  on  its  conieqUcRces.  Lediard^s  life  of  tbt  duke  of  Marlborongb, 
vol.  i.  book  iii.  cb.  ft.    Life  of  Itiag  Willtam,  p.  xS/:  »  Burchec's  mar 
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the  circumftances  of  the  feveral  expeditions  in  as  clear  and  iue^ 
cin£^  a  manner  as  the  nature  of  the  fubje^l  will  allow.  In  the 
mean  time,  let  us  return  to  the  inquiry  made  this  winter  into  the 
condud  of  the  eavl  of  Torrington,  which  was  a  point  that  exer- 
cifed  the  thoughts  of  the  mioiftrjtyand  of  both  the  houfes  of 
parliamentj  as  well  as  it  had  done  before  the  tongues  of  the 
people. 

The  king,  upon  his  return  from  Ireland j^expreiTed  great  con- 
cern about  this  affair ;  the  honour  of  the  nation  was  in  fome 
meafure  afteflcd,  the  common  cry  was  very  ftrong  againft  the 
earl,  and  the  queen  had  engaged  her  royal  promife  to  the 
Dutch,  that  his  conduA  fhould  undergo  a  i\ii€t  examination. 
On  the  othep  hand,,  the  earl  had  been  very  inilrumental  in  the 
revolution, had  great  alliances  among  the  nobility,  and  had  found 
the  means  of  perfuading  n^nyi  that,  inftead  of  being  called  to 
an  account  for  any  real  errors  in  his  conduA,  he  was  in  danger 
of  being  facrificed  to  the  intrigues  of  his  enemies,  and  the  re- 
fentment  of  foreigners,  merely  for  prelerving  the  Englilh  fleet. 
The  great  difficulty  lay  in  the  manner  of  bringing  him  to  a  trial : 
the  king  was  refolved  it  (hould  be  by  a  court-martial;  the  friends. 
«f  the  earl  maintained,  that  he  ought  to  be  tried  by  his  peers. 
A  doubt  was  likewife  Aarted  as  to  the  power  of  tlie  lords  of  the 
admiralty  i  for  though  it  was  allowed,  that  the  lord  high  admi- 
ral of  England,  might  have  iflued  a  commiflion  for  trying  him, 
yet  it  was  qijfefii^ned,  whether  any  fuch  authority  was  lodged  in 
the  cottimilTioncrs  of  the  admiralty  or  not ;  and,  though  fome 
great  lawyers  gave  their  epiuions  in  the  affirmative,  yet  it  was 
judged  expedient  to  fettle  fo  important  a  point  by  authority  of 
parliament  ^* 

In  order  to  obviate  this  difficulty,  a  new  law  w^s  made,  de- 
clarative of  the  power  of  the  commiffioners  of  the  admiralty*^ 

and, 

^  Thereider  may  find  much  of  thif  in  Kenoer,  Burnet,  OUm!Zon,.&c.  Yet 
ear  accoiint  is  chiefly  raicen  from  the  journal*  of  parliament,  and  fome  memoirs 
of  thofc  times,  of  which  I  (lull  give  the  reader  a  farther  account  in  ihe  memoii^ 
of  the  e&rl  of  TorringCon. 

3c  Stat.  X  W.  &  M.  fe(r.  ii.  cap.  i.  it  !s  dlrchred.  That  all  and  fiojgaUr  aorbo- 
ri'ties,  jurifdidtions,  and  powers,  which  hy  a£b  of  parli'ment  or  otberirife  arc  io- 
trcAed  in  the  brd  high^sdmiral  of  England  for  the  time  being,  have  always  »p- 
pertained  to,  and  (hall  be  ufed  and  executed  by  the  commilConers  of  the  adoii- 
rally,   as  if  ihcy  were  fg  ufcd  and  executed  by  the  brd  high- admiral*     Every 

officer 
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undy  immediately  after  the  pailing  of  this,  thefe  cdfmmifTioners 
dire^ied  a  court-martial  to  be  held  for  the  trjal  of  the  carl,  who 
was  then  fick  in  the  Tower.  On  the  loth  of  December  this 
coart-manial  met  on  board  the  Kent  frigate  at  Sheernefs,  Sir 
Ralph  Delayal,  who  had  a£ted  as  Tice- admiral  of  the  blue  in 
the  engs^ement,  being  prefident,  arid  all  the  members  of  the 
ooart  fuch  as  were  believed  to  be  abfolutely  independent  of  the 
perfon  they  were  to  try.  The  charge  againfl  the  earl  was,  that} 
in  thelateengagementofffieachy-head,  be  had,,  through  treachery 
or  cowardice,  miibehaved  in  his  office,  drawn  difhonour  on  the 
£ngliih  nation,  and  facrificed  our  good  allies  the  Dutdi. 

Hislordfliip  defended  himfelf  with^reat  clearnefs  of  reafon, 
and  with  extraordinary  composure  of  mind.  He  obferved,  that, 
in  the  feveral  councils  of  war  held  before  the  fight,  not  only 
himfelf,  but  all  the  admirals  in  the  fleet  were  againll  engaging* 
He  took  notice  of  the  queen's  exprefs  order,  which  obliged 
them  to  fight  againfl:  their  own  opinion,  and  without  any  proba- 
bility of  fucccfs.  He  remarked  the  inequality  of  the  confederate 
-and  French  fleets,  the  former  conilfling  but  of  fifty- flx,  and  the 
latter  having  eighty-two  actually  engaged.  He  aiTericd,  that  the 
Dutch  were  deftroyed  by  their  own  i-aihnefs,  and  thiit,  if  he  had 
ftrftained  them  in  the  manner  they  cxpedcd,  the  whole  confe- 
derate fleet  mud  have  been  furrounded  as  they  werci  and  as  fome 
reflections  had  been  thrown  out  of  his  having  a  pique  to  the 
Dutch,  to  gratify  which  he  had  given  them  up,  he  not  only  jufti- 
ficd  himfelf  very  warmly  on  that  point,  but  concluded  his  de- 
fence with  faying,  that  his  condu£l  had  favcd  the  Engliih  fleets 
and  that  he  hoped  an  Engliih  court-martial  would  not  facrifice 
bim  to  Dutch  refentment  K 

After  a  full  hearing,  and  {MR  examination  of  all  that  had 
been  advanced  on  both  fides,  his  lordfliip  was  unanimouily  ac* 

oficer  prefent  apon  tfUU  of  offenders  b^  coon-marcial,  lo  be  Md  by  yinue  of 
any  commiflion  granted  by  tbc  lord  high  admiral,  or  commiffioners  of  the  ad- 
miralty, fliall,  before  any  proceeding  ro  cri4,  take  tbii  oath,  to  be  adoilniftered 
by  the  judge- ^drocare,  or  bU  deputy,  viz, 

*^  Yon  fhaH  well  and  truly  try  the  matter  now  before  yon,  between  our  Cove^ 
•*  reign  lord  and  lady  the  king  and  qaeen*t  majefty,  and  the  priiboer  to  be  tried. 
-<•  So  HELP  Tou  God." 

y  See  a  farther  acccant  of  this  matter  in  the  fubfcqqent  memoifs  of  the  eail 
^  Torrington. 

Una  ^ulttei. 
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quitted  ^.  And  though  fonifr  writers  of  oqr  QirD»  at  wdl  as  of 
another  oatioo^  bs^ve  taken  great  liberties  with  lhi«  jtidfnieiit  of 
the  eonrtrinartial  ^^  yet,  on  the  whote,  th^e  frein$  to  be  no  jtift 
ground  either  for  cenfuring  them,  or  fixing  any  imputatiop  <mi 
the  memory  of  that  noUc  perfon  ^«  It  U  true,  the  day  after  hb^ 
acqoitfaly  the  kipg  took  awiy  his  comaiifiion^  and  iie  was  thc&cc^ 
forward  laid  ifide }  which  might  be  a  very  right  ftq>  in  polidcsi 
fa  it  tended  to  f^tisfy  our  allies,  and  gave  his  majcfty  an  pppor^r 
fuAify  of  qnployiog  a  more  fortupate  officef'^. 

7  Borcbet's  mcQioirs,  p«  51*  Jl^ncc'f  hiftory  i>f  En^iKi,  vol.  iii.  p.  tfoi« 
]pifeof  kiog  Willuip,  p.  %ts, 

*  Biftop  Barnet  in  hif  biflory  of  his  own  rtmei,  eipprr^t  himfelf  wfth  hit 
votiied  dkirprMft.  'f  The  cottiinifiofief s  of  tbt  adorittfcy/'  Iky*  h<  **,  mwrnti  « 
•^  court  to  trf  him,  mh^  <iii  it  wftb  fo  groi*  •  paitulity«  chM  it  fefledad  orndi 
«  on  the  jiiftice  of  th«  nation  ^  fo  thit,  if  it  \ud  npt  been  for  the  great  iotereft 
V  the  king  hsd  in  the  ftates,  it  might  hayc  occasioned  a  breach  of  the  alfianco 
f*  beti»cen  them  and  11^.  He  came  off  fafe  as  tn  hit  prrfon  and  c(l«te,  but  innch 
**  lotdc4  10  bis  repQNticia,  iboie  charging  hipi  vkh  want  of  conrafc,  whik 
*<  others  iiBpiite4  bis  ill  condnO  to  a  haiighty  ^ulleoned  of  temper,  that  made 
**  him>  iincc  orders  were  feot  bim  contrafj  to  the  advices  be  had  given,  to  rcx 
**  folvc  indeed  to  obey  them  and  6ght,  bnt  in  foch  a  manner  as  Ihould  cad  the 
**  blai^  on  (hole  who  b«d  Icpt  him  the  oiden,  and  give  them  caafe  to  repent 
**  of  it/*— The  mil^itf  of  thcie  refleafont  dci^reys  tbdr  credit,  and  tb« 
weight  of  the  charge  oyeiturns  ir.  )f  the  procaoedings  of  the  ^«it- martial  ba4 
been  fcandalonily  nnjoft,  pnr  prelate  woold  not  have  been  at  a  lofs  /i>r  the  carl 
of  Ttn-rington*s  crime.  His  judges  ^ere  npo|i  oath,  and  regarded  nothing  ebere- 
tote  but  proof*  Indeed  this  was  b«pp7  for  him  \  for  had  they  been  goveracd 
ftke  tiie  bifliop,  by  eonje^lnref,  and  gveflad  ^t  the  (lionght»  of  his  hevtt  inftea4 
of  ex^ining  his  a^ocs,  he  might  have  been  ppoifbed,  though  be  had  not  beat 
guilty.  Tbe  (ienr  de  Montr,  in  his  poliiio^l  Mercury  for  the  month  of  January, 
1 001,  cvnfores  the  judgment  (^f  tbe  court-martial  fevercly,  and  fays,  the  king' 
IMS  f^  difpleafed  with  It,  that  he  refolved  never  to  em^y  any  of  ice  members. 
What  credit  is  due  to  this,  we  mav  eafily  gneft^  if  we  pn^it^r  thft  Sir  Ralph 
IpeUval,  the  prefident  of  that  conrt- martial,  was  immediately  cKipJoyed  as  vice- 
admiral  of  the  blue.  Aoother  foreign  writer  fays,  that  tbe  king  diCmilled  ibmc 
of  the  menbcrs  of  that  coun^  and  forty^two  captains  of  the  navy,  who  were  fup. 
pofed  to  be  in  the  cari*s  interefl.  This  alone  is  fofficient  ^0  (hew  his  innocence. 
An  Englilh  admiral,  capable  of  cowerdice  or  treachery,  could  have  no  foch  in- 
icrcft. 

^  Bi^op  Kennet  tells  ui,  that  in  tbe  year  xdpf,  fever«l  French  officers  ooasmg 
oyer  after  the  peace,  when  tbcy  conld  not  be  fe/pcAsd  of  pattielity,  openly  jvf* 
ttfied  and  commended  tbe  eair-e  ooodnl^,  and  faid,  *'  He  deietyed  to  be  re- 
warded rather  than  cenf^red,  fince  he  had  preferred  the  bcft  part  of  the  Beet 
from  being  dcdrpyed.** 
c  Burchei's  mtmoita^  p.  5t.  Cohiiiina  roftrita,  p.  15a.   Tiodars  comimiation 
of  Ritpin,  vol.  iii.  p.    1 45. 
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The  care  of  the  tdadiiiiflratiofi  torepair  all  paft  errors  fai  na- 
val affaiffat  and  to  retrieve  the  honour  of  the  loaritiiDe  poweia, 
appeared  vtfiUy  io  the  flseafoiea  taken  for  iendtng  a  great  fleet 
tauij  to  fea  ioihe  fprii^  of  the  yes^r  i^i.  In  order  toth]%thiQ 
veek  after  the  earl  of  Tonrington  waa  difaifled  ftom  his  com* 
mandy  £dwar4  Ruflel»  £fq;  was  appointed  admiral  and  <[onw 
QWiderin  chief,  and  immediaiely  received  infim^oni  to  uih 
the  tttmoft  expedition  in  drawiog  togecber  the  fltipsof  wJiich  hia 
fleet  was  to  be  compofed ;  and  a  lift  of  them,  to  the  number  of 
ninety-ooe»  of  which  fifty-feven  were  of  the  line  of  battlei  was 
annexed  to  his  ififtruAions*  He  executed  thefe  diredioiis  with 
the  otou)ft  iktil  apd  dili^ence^  and  by  the  7th  of  May  was  ready 
to  put  to  fea, 

The  bine  fcjnadron  was  commanded  by  Henry  KUIegrew» 
Efq;  as  admiral.  Sir  Ralph  DeUrd,  vice-admiral.  Sir  Cbode- 
iley  ShoTcl,  rear-admiral.  Admiral  Ruflel  in  the  Britannia 
commanded  the  red  fqoadron,  having,  for  hia  vice  and  rear  ad« 
inirals.  Sir  John  Aihby,  and  George  Roobe,  Eiq; :  as  to  tho 
particular  ftrength  of  thefe  f<|uadroQs,  having  (ecn  a  more  pcr« 
fc(k  lift  than  th^^  exhibited  by  Mr.  Burchet,  I  have  given  an  ab« 
ftraA  of  it  at  the  bottom  of  the  page<^.  His  orders  were  to  pro* 
ceed  in  the  Soundings  as  foon  as  he  (hould  be  joined  by  the 
Dutch,  and  he  was  likewife  direfted  to  take  care  to  block  Up  the 
port  of  Dunkirk,  in  order  to  prevent  the  French  privateers  from 
difturbiog  our  tn^de.  Thefe  dire^lions,  however,  were  but  in- 
differently executed,  which  our  writers  attribute  to  theflownefi 
of  the  Dutch  in  lending  their  Ihips  to  join  the  confederate  fleet, 
which  they  had  ftipulated  to  do  by  the  beginning  of  May,  ac«- 
fording  to  the  proportion  of  five  to  eight,  though  hilhop  Burnet 
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iays  of  three  to  five,  of  equal  rates  and  ftrength.  Secretary 
Burchet,  however,  complains,  that  it  was  late  in  the  month  of 
t/izf  before  there  wer«  fo  many  as  twemy-etght  Dutch  ihtps  ia 
the  fleet,  whereas,  aca>r<iing  to  the  lift  publiflied  by  the  ftates* 
general  in  the  very  fame  month,  there  ought  to  have  been  for- 
ty-fix,  and  thofe  too  very  large  fhips^.  This,  however,  is  cer- 
tain, that,  notwithftanding  aU  his  Ikill  and  <are,  admiral  Rufl 
fel  found  his  fleet  but  indifferently  manned,  and  very  (cantiy 
viAaalled ;  at  the  fame  time  that  he  was  fo  perplexed  by  his  or- 
ders, and  with  the  difficulties  ftarted  upon  every  occafion  by  the 
Dutch  admiral,  who  very  probably  was  as  much  cramped  by  his, 
that  a  great  part  of  the  months  of  May  and  June  were  fpent  to 
very  little  purpofe;  and,  though  the  French  fleet  was  not  in  fuch. 
forwardnels  this  year  as  it  had  been  the  laft,  yet  it  was  at 
fea  fome  time  before  ours  had  any  intelligence  of  it  ^. 

If  we  may  judge  from  appearances,  one  may  fafely  fay,  that 
Lewis  XIV«  fhewed  a  lingular  vanity  in  maintaining  a  prodigious 
naval  force,  to  make  all  Europe  fee  how  foon,  and  how  efFec- 
tually,  his  councils  had  been  able  to  create  a  maritime  power. 
He  had  at  this  time  to  deal  with  the  Englilh,  Spaniards,  and 
Dutch ;  and,  as  h^  was  now  in  the  zenith  of  his  glory,  he  ex- 
haufted  his  treafures,  in  order,  had  it  been  poffible,  to  render 
himfelf  mafter  at  fea.  He  appointed  the  count  d'EHrrees,  vice- 
admiral  of  France,  to  command  in  the  Mediterranean  a  fleet 
ooniifting  of  four  large  men  of  war,  five  frigates,  twenty-Gx 
gallies,  and  three  bomb  veflels':  and,  on  the  other  hand,  count 
TourvUle  was  dire^ed  to  aflembie  the  grand  fleet  intended  for 
the  ocean  :  it  confifted  of  three  fquadrons,  the  white  and  blue 
commanded  by  M.  Chatteau  Renault  in  the  Royal  Dauphin  of 
one  hundred  guns ;  the  white  fquadron  commanded  by  count 
Tourville  in  perfon  in  the  Royal  Sun,  the  fineft  fliip  in  France, 
vhich  carried  one  hundred  and  £x  guns  \  the  blue  fquadron  un. 

^  According  to  thii  lift  the  Rotteidam  fquadron  confifM  of  e'even  fliips  from  Ro 
to  5oguni;the  Anfterdim  fquadron  of  H«ieen  fruoi  9%  to. 50  guatj  the 
North  HolUfHi  of  fire  from  S6  to  50  gunt ;  the  FrinUnd  of  fix  from  70  to  52  gu,  s; 
the  Zetland  of  eight  from  92  to  50  ^ons;  in  tU  forty-fiic  cffpitil  flitps  caining 
3, era  guns, 

f  BurcbetU  memoirf^  p  65,  64.  Burnet*!  hiftory  of  his  own  .time*,  vol.  ii.  p. 
73.     Columna  roftrata.  S  Hift,  militaire^  tome  ii.  p.  446.    Pere  Daniel  Hid. 
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der  the  makrquis  d'Amfrevilk  in  the  Superbe  of  ninety-eight 
guns  K '  This  fleet,  though  very  coniiderable,  and  excellently 
provided  with  every  thing  neceffiuy,  yet  was  inferior  in  force  to 
chat  of  the  confederates  ;  and  therefore  count  To«r?iUe  was  in* 
ftrufted  to  avoid  an  engagement  as  much  as  poi&ble,  and  to 
amufe  the  enemy,  by  keepings  as  long  as  might  be,  in  the  chan^ 
ncL  This  great  officer  did  all  that  could  be  cxpe£ted  from  him» 
in  order  to  put  early  to  fea  \  but,  in  fpite  of  all  his  diligence  and 
application,  it  was  the  middle  of  June  before  he  left  the  port  of 
Breft.  But  then  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  a  fquadron  had  been 
fent  under  the  command  of  the  marquis  dc  Nefmonde^to  carry 
fupplies  of  all  forts  for  the  relief  of  king  James's  army  in  Ireland  U 

Thefe  were  indeed  great  things,  and  what,  all  circumftances 
coniidered,  one  could  fcarce  conceive  the  French  able  to  per* 
form  J  yet  they  were  far  Abort  of  what  it  was  believed  in  Eng- 
land at  that  time  they  were  in  a  condition  to  undertake,  and 
therefore  £0  many  accounts  were  ient  to  our  admiral  from  court, 
of  defcents  to  be  made  here,  forces  to  be  convoyed  there,  and 
other  ftrange  projeds,  that  he  was  hindered  from  purfiiing  either 
the  orders  that  were  firft  given  him,  or  executing  his  own  dc- 
iigns}  andy  though  he  difcovered  a  good  deal  of  uneafinefs  un- 
der this,  yet  he  continued  for  many  weeks  to  complain  and  obey  ^, 

I'he  Smyrna  fleet  wab  cxpeAed  home  this  fpring,  and,  as  the 
Englifli  and  Dutch  had  a  joint  concern  therein  to  the  amount  of 
upwards  of  four  millions  fterling,  both  nations  were  extremely 
apprehenflve  of  its  being  attacked  by  the  French,  and  therefore 
very  prccifc  orders  were  fent  to  admiral  Ruflcl  to  ufe  his  utmoft 
care  for  its  prefcrvation  ;  and  this  he  performed  with  equal  in- 
duftry  and  fuccefs ;  for,  having  appointed  finglc  fliips  to  cruiac 
for  them  on  every  point  of  the  compaf^,  he  crofTed  with  the  body 
of  the  fleet  to  Cape-Clear  on  the  IriCb  coaft,  and,  being  olF 
Kingfalc,  received  advice,  that  the  Smyrna  fleet  was  arrived 
ihfcly  in  that  harbour.     Upon  this,  he  fent  orders  to  captain 

fc  I  take  thit  ffom  the  ma'quli  dc  Quincy,  who  has  given  us  an  rxaft  lift  of 
thrm,  according  to  which  the  blue  and  white  fquadron  cor.liAed  of  twent]-four 
Ihjpf,  the  white  of  iweniy-6«e#  and  the  biuc  of  twej>t>-fouri  in  ail  f«vci>ty- ihtce 
capital  fliips,  carrying  1,544  guns,  and  29,450  n»c"»  togcihcr  With  iwenty-oae  ftrc- 
ihip*. 

i  hift,  miJiuite,  tome  ii.  p.  455.  ^  Burchci's  mfmuiis,  p.  71. 
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Ayimer  to  join  bim  imtoediatel^  wkfa  tiie  fquadron  uoder  hb 
command,  refolving  to  conduA  the  Smjrriia  fleet  as  farasSdUfi 
and  then,  tf  tbejr  had  a  hir  wind,  to  leaTe  rhem  to  proceed  up 
the  channel,  having  firft  taken  the  necefiaiy  precaution  of  iead* 
!ng  a  frigate  before  to  PiyixK>oth,  that  be  might  be  fatisfied  none 
of  the  enemy's  (hips  were  upon  the  coaft^. 

Upon  parting  with  this  fleet,  the  admiral  determined  to  ly  oflf 
tTfhant,  and,  if  the  French  were  gone  from  thence,  to  follow 
them  to  Bellc'Ifle  ;  but,  being  afterwards  of  opinion  that  tbej 
lay  in  the  fea  purpoTety  to  avoid  him,  he  altered  his  relblutioiwy 
.  and  refoWed  to  go  imo  a  more  proper  ftation  in  fearch  of  them  $ 
fo  that,  parting  with  the  Smyrna  fleet  offScittythe  fsthofjnljr, 
he'  fifft  bent  his  conrfe  towards  the  French  coaft,  from  whence 
he  fent  a  letter  to  the  fccrctary  of  ftate,  defiring  that  it  might 
be  conddered,  whether  the  fleet,  before  Irs  return,  could  be  fer-» 
viceable  cowards  the  reduftion  of  Ireland  ;  for  that  the  pnm» 
fions  on  board  would  lad  no  longer  than  the  latter  end  of  An* 
gufl; ;  and,  after  that  month  was  expired,  he  thought  it  not  £ife 
for  the  great  fliips  to  be  out  of  harbour,  but  he  defired  that  fup* 
plies  of  provlfion  might  be  ready  at  Plymouth,  that  fo  the  want 
of  them  might  not  incapacitate  the  fleet  to  perform  any  nece& 
fary  fcrvice. 

Arriving  in  this  ftation,  Sir  Cloudcflcy  Shovel  was  fent  to  look 
into  Breft,  where  he  faw  about  forty  fail  coming  out  of  that 
port,  which  proved  to  be  a  fleet  of  merchant  fhips  from  Brc- 
tagne,  eicorted  by  three  men  of  war.  Sir  Cloudcflcy,  to  decojr 
thefe  fhips  into  his  hands,  made  ufe  of  an  excellent  Rntagcm  t 
he  knew  the  French  had  intelligence  that  a  fmall  fquadron 
of  their  fleet  had  made  prizes  of  feveral  Engiifh  merchantmen  ; 
laying  hold,  therefore,  of  this  piece  of  falfc  news,  he  ordered 
part  of  his  fquadron  to  put  out  French  colours,  and  the  reft  to 
tj^ke  in  theirs.  By  this  method  he  thought  to  deceive  the 
French,  who  might  naturally  fuppofe  it  that  fquadron  with  their 
prizes.  This  fucceeded  in  part  i  but  the  enemy  difcovered  the 
cheat  before  he  was  near  enough  to  do  much  mifchief  *^. 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  the  motith  of  July,  admiral  Ruilel 
fell  in  with  a  convoy  going  to  the  French  fleet  with  flrelh  provi- 

1  ^urchet's  naval  hiflory,  p.  441.    Kennet's  hUlorf  of  England,  VoLUi.  p.  0si. 
Oldoiisoa's  hiftory  of  the  Siuarti,  yoI,  ii.  p.  65.        "^  Butchci'i  memoirs,  p.  87. 
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fions ';  ibnie  of  thefe  were  taken,  and  from  them  he  learnt  that 
fcount  Tour?i))e  had  orders  to  avoid  fighting,  which  he  very 
pun&uaily  obeyed;  keeping  fcouts  at  a  confidcrable  diftance  on 
ail  points  bf  the  compafs  liy  Which  he  could  be  approached,  and 
thefe  beiitg^chaoed  by  'oixHf  they  immediately  ran^  making  fignals 
io  others  that  lay  within  theni ;  fo  that  it  was  impoffible  to  come 
up  with  the  body  of  their  fleer,  chough  that  of  the  Englilh  and 
Dutch  failed  in  fuch  a  pofiure,  that  the  fcouts  oh  each  wirig,  as 
Well  as  thofii  a^head  and  a*ftem,  could  in  clear  weather. fee 
twenty  leagues  round  °« 

The  admiral^  being  ieiifible  bf  the  dangers  that  might  attend 
this  fituatien,  wrote  hdme  for  frefh  orders,  which  he  received, 
but  found  them  To  per{>Iexed^  •  that,  having  intelligence  of  the 
French  fleet's  being  gone  into  Breft,  he,  in  the  beginning  of  Au<- 
guft,  puHaailt  to  the  rcfoiutioh  of  a  council  of  war,  retul'ned  to 
Torbay;  frbni  Whence  he  wrote  up  to  court  to  have  Jiis  lafl  or- 
ders cjtplained.  In  return  he  was  dire£led  to  put  to  fea  again^ 
which  he  did;  ahd  notwithilanding  bis  frequent  reprefentations 
of  the  inconvenience  6f  having  fuch  large  ihips  expofed  to  the 
fough  weathier^  which  ufaally  happens  •atx)ut  the  equinox,  he 
Was  obliged  to  tohtinue  iii  the  Soundings  to  the  2d  of  Septem* 
ber,  when  he  met  with  fuch  a  violent  ftoirm,  that,  after  doing 
yi  that  couId.be  done  for  tht  prefervatioh  of  the  fleer,  he  was 
poiiftraiiied  to  bear  up  for  fo  dangerous  a  port  as  Plymouth;  and 
in  doing  this;  tht'ough  the  violence  of  the  wind,  and  the  hazinefs 
of  the  weather,  the  (hips  were  fo  fcattered,  that  the  gireateit  part 
bf  them  were  nbt  feen  when  the  admiral  himfelf  came  to  an  an- 
chor iii  the  Sound ;  but;  when  it  grew  fomewhat  clearer,  one  of 
the  fecond  rates  (which  proved  to  be  the  Coronation)  was  dis- 
covered at  anchor  off  Ram-head,  without  any  thing  (landing  but 
the  ^nfign-ftafFv .  and  foon  after  fhe  foundered,  her  commander 
i^aptain  l^helton,  together  with  her  company,  except  a  very  in- 
tonfider^ble  number,  being  loft.  Many  of  the  biggeft  ihips 
were  not  able  to  weather  the  eaftermoil  point  of  land  at  the  en* 
trance  into  Plymouth-found,  and  therefore  were  conftraincd  to 
lake  fanftuary  there,  in  that  unavoidable  confufion,  which  a  lee- 
ibore,  thick  weather,  and  a  very  hard  gale  of  wind,  will  always 

B  MercoK  hiftoriqae  et  pMitiqoe,  tome  xi,  p.  1x7,  »39* 

Vol.  II.  X  x  occafion, 
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cccafion,  infomuch  that  the  Harwicby  a  third  rate^.-rao  on  Aartf 
and  bulged  near  Mount  Edgcoflibe-houfe^  and  the. Royal  Oak 
and  Northumberland  tailed  on  the  ground^  though  afterwards 
they  were  luckily  got  off.  A  great  Dutch  (hip  was  feen  at  an- 
chor above  five  kagues  in  the  ofing^  with  all  her  mafts  gone  ;. 
and  feveral  there  were  that  very  narrowly  elcaped  the  danger  of 
the  Ediftone  \ 

The  admiral  ioiinedlately  gave  orders  for  refitting  fuch  of  the 
fiupa  as  had  been  damaged  Id  the  Aorm»  and  teft  Sir  Cloudeflej 
Shovel  at  Plymouth  to  fee  it  performed,  dire£ltng  htm,  as  fooia 
Its  they  wete  ia  a  condition  to  fail,  to  fend  a  fquadron  dF  ten  (ail 
into  the  Soundings  for  the  fecurity  of  the  homeward-bound 
trade,  himfelfi  with  the  reft  of  the  fleet,  fteering  for  Spitbead^ 
where  (bon  after  be  received  orders  to  fend  the  largeft  (hips 
about  to  Chatham,  as  the  Dutch  admiral  did  to  return  home^ 
with  the  firft  and  fecond  rates  under  his  comlwand*  Admiral 
Rufiel  was  like  wife  dircAed  to  ibrm  a  iquadron  of  thirty  fait  of 
Englifh  and  Dutch  (hips  to  be  feot  to  the  ccaft  of  Ireland^  an4 
he  accordingly  appointed  tice-admiral  Delaval  for  thb  command^ 
who  four  times  attempted  to  execute  his  orders,  and  was  as  often 
forced  back  by  contrary  winds,  which^  however,,  proved  of  no 
detriment  to  the  fervice,  fince  the  inteUigeooe  received  of  the 
French  fending  a  fleet  to  Limerick,  proved  falfe*.  Thus  ended 
the  naval  operations  of  the  year  1691,  very  fittle  to  the  profit^ 
honour,  or  fatbfaAion  of  the  nation.  Yec  certainly  nothing  could 
be  charged  on  the  admiral's  conducb,  who  did  all  that  could  be 
expeAed  from  an  able  and  vigilant  officer,  though  bis  endeavours 
vrere  fruftrated  by  many  claihing  and  contradiAory  orders  firom 
home,  the  artful  conduA  of  a  cautious  enemy,  and  the  unavoid- 
able effe£U  of  high  winds  and  boifterous  weather* 

We  need  not  wonder,,  therefore,  either  at  the  attempts  made 
in  the  houfe  of  commons  to  falten  upon  him  the  mifearriages,  as 
they  were  called  <i,  at  fea^  or  the  ill-natured  cenfbres  gfauteed  at 

^  Burchet's  memoirs,  p.  roj.  Ketincc*t  hiflory  of  Englaud,  Vol.  iH.  p.  6ix. 
OUmtxon*!  hiflory  of  tht  Stuarts,  vol.  ii.  p.  65.  Mcrcare  hif>ori^oe  et  pel:.' 
tique,  tome  xi.  p.  448.  ^  Biircfact's  naval  htih>ry,  p.  449,  4£.o> 

<1  The  houre  ordered  the  admiral's  indroAions,  and  the  letters  wiitteo  to,  atid 
by  h'tto^  to  be  laid  before  them,  tthjch  fuOdeot^  cleared  him  froai  all  blame 

his 
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liis  memory  by  fomc  pccviOi  writers  %  whh  whom  want  of  for- 
tune win  always  imply  want  of  (kill  and  inte^ity :  thefe  are  things 
not  to  be  avoided,  or  indeed  much  to  be  heeded.  The  dorm  lu 
die  hou(e  of  commons  never  gathered  to  a  head ;  for  thofe  wha 
mifinterpreted  the  admiraPs  condu£l  foand^  on  infpe^ing  papers, 
that  it  was  not  for  their  intereft  to  exanotne  it ;  and  as  for  our' 
cenforious  authors,  their  refledions  have  recoikd  upon  them* 
felves. 

It  was  now  become  evident  to  the  whole  nation,  that,  with 
refpedl  to  our  honour  and  intereft  in  this  war,  the  management 
of  affairs  at  fea  was  chiefly  to  be  regarded  ^  and  yet,  by  an  un- 
accountable feries  of  wrong  councils,. the  management  of  thefe^ 
affairs  was  in  reality  leis  regarded  than  any  thing  elfe.  The  ab- 
solute redtt^on  of  Ireland,  and  the  war  in  Flanders,  feemed  to 
occupy  the  1dng*s  thoughts  intirely,  and  the  care  of  the  navy 
was  left  wholly  to  the  board  of  admiralty,  who,  to  (jpeak  in  the 
foheA  terms,  did  not  manage  it  very  fuccefsfully,  or  much  to 
die  fatisfadion  of  the  nation.  There  were,  befides,  fome  other 
things  which  contributed  to  make  our  maritime  councils  move 
flowly.  There  was  a  faAIon  grown  up  in  the  fleet  againft  the 
admiral,  and  at  the  fame  time  the  government  cntenained  a  great 
jeiloufy  of  many  of  the  officers,  though  to  this  hour  it  remains 
a  (ecret,  whether  it  was  or  was  not  well-grounded  *• 

The  truth  feems  to  i)e,  that  king  James  was  better  known  to 
the  officers  of  the  fleet,  than  to  any  other  fet  of  men  in  England  n 
moft  of  them  had  ferved  under  him  when  lord  high-admira),  and 
many  had  been  preferred  by  him;  which  rendered  it  highlypro* 
bablc  they  might  have  an  efVeem  for  his  perfon ;  but  that  any  of 
thefe  officers  intended  to  aA  in  his  favour,  in  conjun£lion  with  7^ 
French  force^  againft  their  country^  is  very  unlikely,  especially 
if  we  confider  the  unanimity  with  which  they  went  into  the  rcr 
volution^  which  had  been  openly  acknowledged,  and  the^  (6* 

r  Bifliop  Boritft  ftyit  the  feafon  went  over  without  My  UAntt^  und  RgfltU  tt 
the  cod  of  it,  came  into  Plymoiitii  id  a  Aorna;  wbich  waa  miMh  cenfnrci^  (ot 
chat  road  ia  not  faife ;  u)d  two  confuUr^ble  ibipa  were  loA  upon  (be  occafion. 
Oreat  faAioai  were  amongft  the  fl4f-offic«cs,  and  no  other  l<anricc  was  do«e  bf 
tbta  great  equipment,  bat  that  our  trade  was  maintained.— Thic  remark  is  wortb 
nothing,  unlefr  admiral  Roflcl  had  It  io  GommUGoii  to  difcA  ibc  wind!  }  ^  is  a 
{term  folkf  do  not  make  for  the  bed  hut  for  the  neareA  port. 

f  finrnct's  btftorj  of  his  own  times,  toI.  ii.  p.  9%,    Keanet|^  Oldmixoo^ 
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lemnly  thanked  for  it  b;  the  convention.  Tet  the  report  of  tbq 
contrary  was  grown  wonderfully  loud,  and  feems  to  liave  bcea 
-very  artfully  propagated  by  the  enemies  of  particular  perfons,  as 
well  as  by  thofe  who  were  no  friends  to  the  government^  for  i^ 
muft  be  allowed,  that  king  James's  agents  here  boafted  in  all  the 
advices  they  fent  him,  that  they  had  brought  baclp  many  of  the 
officers  ot  the  navy  to  his  intereft ;  and  they  went  fo  far  as  to 
name  fome  of  them,  which  they  might  do  from  many  other  mo- 
tives than  that  of  fpeaking  truth  S  However  it  was,  this  is  cer- 
tain, that  in  parliament,  at  court,  and  in  the  navy,  nothing  wa^ 
heard  of  but  jealoiifies,  ill  condudi,  and  want  pf  fufficient  fup- 
plies  for  the  fcrvice ;  a  kind  of  difcourfe  that  lafted  all  the.win- 
ter,  and  was  produdive  of  many  bad  confequences. 

In  the  fpring  of  the  year  1692,  a  little  before  the  king  went  to 
Holland,  he  began  to  communicate  his  intentions,  as  to  the  em- 
ployment  of  the  fleet,  to  admiral  RuiTel,  who  had  been  again 
appointed  admiral  and  commander  in  chief  by  commiihon,  dated 
X)ecember  the  3d,  1691.  At  this  time,  however,  he  was  very 
far  from  (landing  in  high  favour".  He  had  expoflulated  freely 
with  his  majefty  on  the  difgrace  of  the  earl  of  Marlborough,  an4 
lived  on  no  extraordinary  terms  with  the  new  fccretary  lord 
Nottingham;  but  his  chara^er  as  an  officer,  and  his  known  Oca- 
dinefs  in  revolution-principles,  fupported  him,  and  the  king  re- 
folved  to  confide  the  fleet  to  his  care  almoft  whether  the  admi- 
ral  would  or  not. 

The  principal  thing  that  feems  to  have  been  intended  was,  con- 
vlncing  not  France  alone,  but  alfo  all  Europe,  that  the  maritime 
powers  were  ftill  lords  of  the  fea,  by  fitting  out  early  fuch  a  flec^ 
as  (hould  keep  their  enemies  in  awe,  while  a  defcent  was  made 
In  Normandy.   Something  of  this  kind  king  William  intimated 

^  The  agent  fent  over  by  kint(  Jameses  adherents  was  one  captain  Lloj^,  to 
whom  they  gave  a  very  rxafi  lift  of  the  Engllfh  fleet,  and  dirc^ecl  him  particu-' 
iarly  to  inform  the  king,  chat,  amongft  other  great  Tea  officers,  they  bad  brought 
over  rear«adfnir»l  Carter  to  hi«  ferviee ;  wheo  this  was  firft  talked  of,  a  rtpott 
prevailed,  that  he  had  10,000  poondi  given  Mm ;  but  of  the  falfehood  of  this 
fiory  we  tball  have  occafton  to  fpeak  more  largely  hereafter.  See  Ken  net  *t  hlC- 
fory  of  England,  vni.  Hi.  p.  639.     Oldmixoo's  hiftory  of  the  Staartf,  vol.  iL 

^  ??• 

'  u'  Bnrnet's  hiftofly  of  his  ovn  rimes,  vol.  ii.  p.  gx.    Mercore  biftoriquc  et  po~ 
iitiqne,  tcme  3tii.  p.  aoff. 
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}d  bk  ipeech  to  the  parliament,  and  was  certainly  'ezpe£^ed 
]x>th  bj  this  natioa  and  the  Dmcb.  When,  therefore,  the 
l^iog  left  England  in  the  beginning  of  March,  his  inftru£Hons 
to  admiral  ^ufiel  were,  to  ufe  all  imaginable  diligence  in  getting 
the  fleet  out  to  fea  \  and  at  the  iame  time  he  was  promifed,  that 
1ms  niaje(ly  would  pot  fail  to  quicken  the  Hutch :  but  we  (hall 
{ooQ  fee,  that  all  thefe  fchemes  were  fuddenly  altered,  and  that, 
if  the  king's  new  tpiniftry  had  been  but  furnifhed  with  tolerable 
intelligence,  tbefc  fcbemes  could  never  have  entered  into  their 
]»eads^*  To  be  clear  in  this  point,  we  muft  look  over  to  the 
iranfaAioQS  in  France. 

As  foon  as  Lewis  XIV.  perceived,  either  through  unavoidable 
misfortunes,  or  the  intrigues  of  his  own  minifters,  that  it  was  a 
thing  impoi&ble  to  fupport  the  war  in  Ireland  any  longer  to  ad- 
vantage, he  came  to  a  refolution  pf  employing  the  forces,  that 
^erc  ftill  left  king  Jan^es,  to  ferve  his  purpofe  another  way. 
')jVitYi  this  view  he  concerted,  with  the  malecontcnts  in  England, 
^n  invafion  on  the  coaft  of  SufTex ;  and  though  for  thi?  delign  it 
yras  nc;ccfiary  to  draw  together  a  great  number  of  tranfports,  as 
well  as  a  very  confiderable  body  of  forces,  yet  he  had  both  in 
j^adiqefb,  before  it  was  fo  much  as  fufpefted  here.  The  land- 
army  confided  of  fourteen  battalions  of  £ngli(h  and  Irifh  troops, 
and  about  nine  thoufand  French,  commanded  by  mar/hal  de 
Belfondes ;  fo  that  in  all  there  could  not  be  lefs  than  twenty 
thoufand  men  ?.  The  fleet  of  tranfports  coniifted  of  three  hun- 
dred fail,  and  was  well  provided  with  every  thing  neceflary  for 
^be  invafion.  In  (bor.t,  nothing  was  wanting  to  the  execution  of 
this  defign,  In  the  beginning  of  April,  but  the  arrival  of  count 
d*£ftrees*s  fquadron  of  twelve  men  of  war,  which  was  to  efcort 
the  embarkation,  while  the  count  de  Tourvilie  cruized  in  the 
channel  with  the  grand  fleet,  which  was  alfo  ready  to  put  to  fea, 

*  In  order  to  prove  the  truth  of  this  account^  I  (hall  refer  the  reader  to  the 
Mcrcure  hifti'rique  et  poUtique,  tome  xii.  p.  421,  411,  wherein  we  are  aiTored, 
tlat  the  fchcme  of  making  a  det'cent  An  France  wat  taken  from  kir.g  WUiiam's 
own  Boiith,  that  orders  were  given  for  having  a  prodigious  nomber  ofpomoos 
and  flat' bottomed  boats  ready  by  the  latter  end  of  Jane»  and  that  the  duite  of 
I^einftcr  (who  was  fon  to  marfbal  Schomberg)  was  to  command  the  forces  em- 
ployed in  this  fervice.    Sec  alfo  Bnrnet's  hiftory  of  his  own  times,  vol.  ii.  p.  9^. 

X  Hiftoirc  militaire,  com.  ii.  p.  473}  577*  Burnet's  hiftory  of  his  own  times, 
▼oL  ii.  p.  5>3,    Mercnrc  biftorf^iie  et  politique,  tome  sii.  p.  5x5,  52$, 

'   '      '  but 
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but  was  detained  by  contrary  winds.  Things  being  ia  tbis  fitua-. 
tion,  king  James  fent  over  colonel  Parkeri  and  fome  other 
agents  of  his,  to  give  his  friends  mtelligenisc  of  his  motions ;  and 
fome  of  thcfe  people,  in  hopes  of  reward,  gave  the  firft  clear 
account  of  the  whole  defign  to  our  government  at  home ;  upon 
which,  order  after  order  was  iient' to  admiral  RufTcI  to  haften 
out  to  fea,  in  whatever  condition  the  fleet  might  be  at  this  time  ^. 

There  were  at  this  very  critical  jundttre  two  coafiderable 
fquadrons  at  fea ;  one  under  the  couMnand  of  Sir  Ralph  Delaval, 
which  wa3  fent  to  bring  home  a  fleet  of  merchantmen  from  the 
Mediterranean,  the  other  under  rear-admiral  Carter,  near  the 
French  coaft.  It  was  apprehended,  that  the  French  would  have 
endeavoured  to  intercept  the  former,  and  therefore,  on  the  laft 
of  February,  orders  were  fent  by  the  Groin  packet-boat  to  vice- 
admiral  Deiaval,  to  avoid  coming  near  cape  St.  Vincent,  but  ra- 
ther to  fail  to  Dingle-bay,  the  mouth  of  the  Shannon,  or  (bme 
other  port  thereabouts'.  But,  for  fear  tbefe  orders  might  not 
reach  him  foon  enough  at  Cadiz,  an  advice-boat  was  ordered  to 
cruize  for  him  off  Cape-Clear,  with  inflruAions  to  pot  into 
Corke  or  K'mgfalc,  However,  both  thefe  orders  miffed  him,  and 
he  was  fo  fortunate  as  to  arrive  in  the  beginning  of  March  fafe 
in  the  Downs. 

As  for  rear-admiral  Carter,  he  was  ordered  to  continue  cruiz- 
iDg  with  his  fquadron  of  eighteen  fail,  as  near  the  French  coaft 
as  it  was  poffible,  ia  order  to  be  the  better  and  more  certainly 
informed  of  what  they  were  doing*.  His  majcfty  king  William, 
as  foon  as  be  arrived  ta  Holland,  took  care  to  haften  the  naval 

• 

f  Queen  Mary  bcluvrd  on  thU  occaHon  with  poat  wifdooi  and  firiBiitOi  •€ 
mrnd ;  for,  without  difcovcring  any  apprchenfjons  of  danger,  (he  took  ill  tb« 
l^eciutions  that  were  neceflary  to  prevent  k,  by  pohliflitng  s  procUoiation  re« 
«)uuifig  all  PapUU  to  qait  the  cii'iCft  of  London  ai)d  Wdtoun^Vcr,  anocdct  for  tT- 
fembling  both  boafcs  of  parluoieAt,  and  •  third  for  apprehending  the  earls  of 
Scarfdair,  Litchfield,  Newbonrg,  Middletoo,  and  Dunmore,  the  lords  Griffin  tod 
Forbe*,  Sir  John  Fenwickf,  Sir  Theophilus  Oglcthorp,  Sir  Andrew  Forrefter^ 
«od  fevcra)  otbcr  perfons  of  diftliiAion,  foppofed  to  be  in  her  father's  tntcttft. 
Mercorc  biftoriqiie  et  poliftqtie,  tome  iH.  p.  jji,  jf  3. 

*  Borcbet*s  memoirt,  p.  up. 

»  Sm  the  London  G«cetrc,  >r'.  1749.  whereby  Jt  sppearf,  thai  Sir  Ralph  D«* 
hvart  fquadron  con6(tcdof  hxtren  jing!i:h  and  Ourcb  men  of  war,  and  had  an* 
dcr  convoy  fcvenfy  merch^nfmcn  richly  l*den,  ^  Biircbci's  naval  hiflory,  p.  461. 
Kcnnet,  and  o*i:sr  i»ri:era. 
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prepirations  with  inrnfoal  diligence ;  fo  that  the  fleet  was  readjf 
to  pat  to  fea  much  fooner  than  had  been  ezpcAed)  or  at  leaft 
iBitch  fooner  than  it  had  done  the  year  before>  ami  was  alfo  itx 
m  much  better  condition.  As  for  our  admiral^  he  went  on 
lx>ard  in  the  beginning  of  May ;  andj  obferving  how  great  ad- 
vantage the  French  might  reap  by  the  divifion  of  fuch  coU'^ 
fiderable  fqtiadrons  from  our  fleet,  his  firft  care  was  to  write  to 
court  on  this  fubjeA)  and  to  defire,  that  a  certain  place  might 
be  fijLcd  for  their  con)un£iion»  and  that  timely  notice  might  be 
gif  esi  to  all  perlbns  concerned.  In  rettu*n  to  this,  he  had  orders 
fent  him  to  cruize  between  Cape  la  Hogue  and  the  Ifle  of  Wight» 
till  the  fi]uadrons  £hou)d  join  with  him»  though  he  had  propofed 
the  junction  fliould  be  made  oflT  Beachy-head.  Howeveri  he 
obeyed  his  orders  as  foon  as  he  received  them,  and  plycd  it 
down  through  the  fands  with  a  very  fcanty  wind,  contrary  to . 
the  opinion  of  many  of  his  officers,  and  all  the  pilots^  who  wece 
againfl  hazarding  fo  great  a  fleet  in  fo  dangerous  an  attertipt } 
and  yet  to  thb  bold  ftroke  of  the  admiral^  which  was  his  oivn^ 
was  owing  all  his  following  fucceis. 

On  the  8th  the  fleet  came  fafe  off  Rye,  and  that  night  the 
admiral  fent  to  the  Dutch  admiral  to  weigh  and  make  fail  after 
liim,  that  no  time  might  be  loft  ;  and  he  ahb  fent  a  fquadron  of 
fmall  (hips  to  look  for  Sir  Ralph  Delavali  being  in  great  pain 
till  the  whole  confederate  fleet  was  in  a  body.  On  the  i  ith  of 
May  he  iailed  from  Rye^bay  for  St.  Helen's,  where  in  two  days 
time  he  was  joined  by  Sir  Ralph  Ddaval,  and  rear-admiral  Car* 
ter,  with  their  fquadrons^.  While  they  lay  here,  the  admiral 
received  a  letter  from  the  earl  of  Nottingham,  as  fecretary  of 
Aate,  written  by  queen  Mary^s  direflion,  wherein  he  was  in-> 
Ibnned,  that- a  icandalons  and  malicious  report  was  fpread,  as  if 
fome  of  the  officers  of  their  majcfiies  fleet  were  difaffeAed,  or 
»ot  hearty  in  their  fervice ;  and  that  her  majefty  had  thereupon 
been  prcfled  to  the  difcharge  of  many  of  them  from  their  em- 
ployments :  but  her  majefty  charged  the  admiral  to  acquaint  his 
officers,  that  (he  was  fatisfied  this  report  was  raifed  by  the  ene« 
snies  of  the  government,  and  that  (he  repofed  fo  entire  a  confl- 
4cncc  in  their  fidelityi  that  ihe  had  refoWed  not  to  difplace  (0 

b  tordiet*!  nav^l  kiftorjr,  p.  464^ 

much* 
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much  as  one  of  them.  Upon  this  the  fltg-officers  and  captain^ 
drew  up  a  very  dutiful  :and  loyal  addreft^  dattd  from  on  board 
the  Britannia  at  St.  Helen's,  May  the  15th,.  1692,  which  was 
the  fame  day  tranfinitted  to  courts  and  on  the  next  prefentcd  bf 
the  lords  of  the  admiriilty  to  her  majeily,  who  was  pleated  ti 
make  this  wife  and  gracious  anfwer^  which,  was  publifhed  that 
night  in  the  Gazette :  ^  I  always  had  this  opinion  of  tiie  coni- 
<<  manders;  but  I  am  glad  this  is  come  to  fatisfy  others <=/' 

When  all  the  ihlps,  £ngli(h  and  Dutch»  were  come  together; 
the  admiral  propofed,  that  a.  fmall  detachment  of  fix  or  eight 
frigates  might  be  fent  to  hover  about  the  coaft  of  Nbrmandyl 
that  at  the  fame  time  the  forces  intended  for  a  delcent  ihould 
embark,  and  be  landed  at  St.  Maloes,  and  the  gmnd  fleet  If 
wedward  of  that  place,  in  order  to  protect  them  from  the  eae* 
my.  This  propoiition  being  in  part  approved ^  he  detatbed  Qx 
light  ihips  to  gain  intelligence;  and,  it  being  left  to  him  to  pro* 
ceed  as  a  council  of  war  ihould  advife,  he,  on  the  iSth  of  May> 
failed  for  the  coafV  of  France.  The  next  day,  about  three  in  the 
morning,  the  fcouts,  weltward  of  the  fleets  fired  fwivel-guns; 
and,  being  in  a  (hort  time  in  fight,  made  the  ffgnal  of  difcover- 
ing  the  enemy.  Immediately  orders  were  ^ven  for  drawing  into 
a  line  of  battle,  and  the  fignal  was  made  for  the  rear  of  the  fled 
to  tack,  in  order  to  engage  the  fooner,  if  the  French  had  ftood 
to  the  northward.  A  hctle  after  four,  the  fun  difperfirig  the  fbgi 
the  enemy  were  feen  (landing  fouthward.  The  admiral  upoft 
this  caufed  the  fignal  for  die  rear  to  tac^  to  b&  taken  in,  and 
bore  away  with  his  fliip  fo  far  leeward,  as  that  bach  fliip  in  the 
fleet  might  fetch  his  wake,  and  then  be  brought  to^  and  lay  by; 
with  his  fore-top-fail  to  the  maft,  that  fo  others  might  have  the 
better  opportunity  of  placing  thcmfelves  according  td  the  man- 
ner formerly  dire^ed  on  fucb  an  occaflon  ^i 


*^  r  give  in  fome  refpf^s  a  different  account  of  this  aifair  from  wha:  the  reader 
will  meet  with  in  Burchet,  and  therefl  of  oor  hitlonani.  fint  then  I  do  this  from 
the  Gazette  itrelf,  N®.  1767*  wherein  the  reafons  1  have  affigncd  are  ekprefslf 
mentijned.    See  llkewife  the  Mercore  hiftoriquc  ct  poKtiqiie^  romc  X\U  p.  tf 4(. 

d  fiarchet*s  memoirs,  p.  1 38,  x  39.     It  will  be  proper  to  gtte  the  reader  here 
an  abftraft  of  the  force  of  the  refpe^ive  fleets : 
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I'he  confederate  fleet  was  in  good  ofdcr  by  eight,  having  the 
t)utch  fquadron  in  the  van,  the  red  in  the  centre^  and  the  blue 
in  the  rear*  About  ten  the  French  fleet  bore  down  upon  them 
#ith  great  refolntion^  About  half  an  hour  after  eleven,  count 
Tourville  in  the  Royal  Sun,  brought  to,  and  began  the  fight 
with  admiral  Rofiel,  being  within  three  quarters  muiket*ihot» 
He  plyed  his  guns  very  warmly  till  one,  but  then  began  to 
tow  ofi*  in  great  difordcr,  hia  ngging,  fails,  and  top- fail  yards 
being  very  much  wounded^  About  two  the  wind  (hifted  ^  fo 
that  five  of  the  etiemy's  blue  fquadron  pofted  themfelves,  three 
a*head,  and  two  a-ftern  of  their  admiral,  and  fired  very  bri&ly 
till  after  three.  ^  The  admiral  and  his  two  feconds,  Mr.  Churchil 
and  Mr.  Aylmer,  had  all  thefe  (hips  to  deal  with.  There  was 
fo  thick  a  fog  about  four,  that  the  ^eneroy  could  not  be  feen  i 
and,  as  foon  as  it  was  cleared  up,  the  French  admiral  was  dif^ 
covered  towing  away  northward  \  upon  which  the  admiral  foU 
lowed  him,  and  made  the  fignal  for  chacing. 

While  this  pafled  between  the  admirals.  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel 
was  got  to  the  windward  of  count  Tourville's  fquadron,  and 
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T«B  RED  squADROH.       |  Sir  John  AshbV,  idmiraL 

Gtoaox  Rooks,  Efq;  Tice*admirtl. 
RtcikAJiO  Carter,  Ef^  rear-adntraU 

Tffk  DUTCH  SqUADROH., 


3i  I3|S95  a,220 

Tlie  right  honourable  Edward  Rvs- 
'  f  SL,  Ef<|;  admiral,  cominander  in 

Sir  Ralph  DilavAl,  vice  admiralb 
Sir  Clouoxsliy  SuoTiL,rear'admiral. 

tms  blue  squadron. 


Katts. 

Men. 

GODI* 

I  Firft, 

78:> 

100 

7  Secoiidy 

4,65J 

636 

i8  Third. 

7,743 

1,270 

6  Fourth, 

1,500 

3^4 

Races. 

Men. 

Qani 

9  Flrf!, 

4,515 

w* 

to  Second, 

5,;» 

71* 

9  Third, 

«.92J 

640 

8  Fourth, 

1,845 

406 

36 


»3»of' 


t,6t4 


3a 


14,675 


a,3io 


So  that  admiral  RufTcl  had  99  Ihlpi  of 
Tonrville  bnt  63,  fome  of  which  were 


Admiral  AlCskokdk, 
Vice-admiral  CALLBMftiROii. 
Rear-admiral  VAMOXSaoJKfl. 

TUt  FRENCH  FLEET. 

The    Van. 

iS  Ships  from  go  to  60  ganu 

The    ObKtri. 
2j  Ships  from  104  to  54  gims* 

The    R  B  A  R. 
12  Ships  from  94  to  54  guns, 
the  line  under  his  command,  and  coont 
detached  at  the  iimt  of  the  aAion. 


Yy 


en 


^gcd 
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engaged  them  ;  hat,  tbe  fog  growing  darker  than  be£bre»  Arf 
were  £3rced  Xo  anchor  ;  abd  about  this  time  it  was  that  captain^ 
(fome  lifts  call  bim^colooel)  Hafttngs^ia  the  Sandwich,  was  kil^ 
}^4>  driviog  thvovgh  thofe  (hips  of  the  enemy,  by  reafion  bis 
anchors  were  not  ck4r«^  The  weather  clearing  ap  a  Httle,  the 
ipTench  folbwed  their  flying  admirai,,  and  the  EngriQi  cbaccd  tfae^ 
beft  they  cpuld.  At>ottt  eig^  in  the  evening  it  grew  foggy  at- 
gain,  and  port  of  the  £qgli(h  blue  fqfuidron„  having  fallen  in 
with  the  enpmy,  engaged  about  half  an  hour,  till  chey,.  having 
loft  four  flitps,  bore  away  for  Cani|uet-Road^  In  this  fhorc 
aftion  rear-admiral  Carter  was  killed,  wfaofe  lafii  words  effcc^ 
tqaliy  confuted  the  bafe  aeports  ^read  to  bkmilh  his  repmation  ;. 
for,  6ndiog  hknfelf  mortally  wounded,  he  recommended  it  to 
captain  Wrighti  wbo<  commanded  hi$  ihip,  to  fight  her  as  long^ 
as  (he  could  fwim''. 

The  20th  of  May  proved  b  dark  and  foggy,,  that  it  was  eight 
o'clock  before  the  Dutch  difcovered  the  enemy ;  and  then  the 
whole  fleet  began  to  cl>ace^the  French  crowding  away  weflward» 
About  four  HI  the  afternoon  both  fleets  anchored ;  about  teir 
they  weighed  again,  and  about  twelve  admiral  Ruflel's  fore-top- 
maft.came  by  the  board  •. 

On  the  2  2d,  about  feven  in  the  morning,  the  Englifli  fleet 
continued  the  chace  wkh  all  the  foccefe  they  could  deflre  ^  about 
eleven  the  French  admiral  ran  awfhQre,  and  cut  hc^  ma(h  away  ^ 
upon  this  her  two  feconds  plypd  up  to  her,,  and  other  (hips  be- 
gan to  hover  abput  th^m^.  upoq  which  the  admiral  fent  to  Sir 
Ralph  Dclavai,  who  was  in  the  rear,  to  keep  with  him  avArength 
ibSicient  to  deftroy  thofe  fhips,  apd  to  fend  the  reftj  that.wcrc 
un^r  his  compri^d,  to  joia  t)ie  body  of  the  fleet*  la  the  even-^ 
rng  a  great  number  of  the  enemy's  fliips  were  ieen  going  into 
L»  Hogue.  Oh  the  23d  the  admiral  fent  in  Sir  George  Rooke» 
witll  f<;veral  men  of  war,  fire-fhips,  and  adl  the  boats  of  the 
iieet^/tOHJeftroy  thefc  Ihip^  in  the  bay.  On  their  entering,,it  was 

^  Btircfacrc  meiQuirs,  p.  139,  140,  149..    Life  of  king  WtUlitn^p.  932. 

f  The  maDner  of  bU  dcaih  liic^s  how  falTc  the  Bfperfion  was,  that  b«  had  t«> 
ken  ten  thopfand  po|]nd»  to  fire  upon  the  French  only  with  p«wder,  who  #cre  to 
return  the  like,  and  then  he  was  to  go  or^r  to  thenr  with  his  fqnadron.  As  ha 
certainly  died  like  a' man  of  honour,  it  is  but  jndto  bclicv^j  that  he  was  flri£tly 
fuch  while  he  lived. 

^  Biirchet's  cBpflioir-s.  p»  14^ 

pcrcclvedi 
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perceived,  that  there  were  thirteen  fail ;  but  they  were  got  up 
io  high,  that  none  bat.  the  fmali  frigates  CQuld  do  any  fervice. 
Sir  George,  however^  was  re&Ived  to  execute  hia  orders  ;  and 
therefore,  having  manned  his  boats,  he  went  in  perfon  to  en- 
•courzge  the  attempt,  burnt  fir  of  them  that  nighty  and  the  other 
feven  the  next  morning,  together  with  a  great  number  of  tranA 
ports  Slips,  and  other  veflels  laden  with  ammunition.  One  woiild 
think  this  was  a  remarkalAe  piece  of  fervice^  indeed  it  washy 
mnch  the  gcetteft  that  happened  during  the  whole  aiFaIr ;  for  it 
'xras  performed  under  a  prodigious  fire  from  the  eneki>yVbAttftry 
on  ihore,  and  within^gbt  of  the  Iriih  camp,^nd  with  the  loft 
only  often  mea^^  yet  bifhop  Burnet^  by  an  odd  ftrckei  either 
gf  ill  humour  or  great  negligence,  has  thought  £t  ta  blame  Sir 
iSeorge,  as  if  he  bad  not  been  inclined  to  fight. ' 

Sir  John  A(hby«  with  his  own  i^uadron  and  ibnae  Dutch 
ihips,  purfued  the  reft  bf  the  French  fleet,  tHl  they  nn  through 
the  race  of  Aldcrney,  among  fiich  rocks  and  {hoak  as  our  pilots 
were  abfblutdy  againft  foQowing  4hem )  for  which  t^at  adftikal 
l^asbecfi  alfo  cenfured,  though  perhaps  without4:iUfe,  fincefomi* 
•of  the  ableft  feamen  in  England  were  of  x>plntol)i  thiit  theiitf 
could  not  be  a  noore  dcTpcrate  undertaking^bati  the  flight  of  ^h)! 
French  fliips  through  that  ])aflage«  £ut  though  delpair  might 
juftify  them»  yet  it  does  not  appear  id  itip  |in  argument^  that  Slf 
John  A(hby  ought  to  h»vefolk>w^d  them  *.  The  two  following 
originalietters  wiUfet  fonie dther  ciroun^fiatices in  abetter  ligh^ 
and  with  greater  weight  of  ^Hdence,  than  could  be  don^  others 
wife.  Befides  they  are  (the  latter  eijpecially)  become  (o  Untct^ 
SIS  hardly  to  be  met  with* 


^  It  apppars  by  addi'rAl  ARem Anders Isttcr  to  the  ftates  general,  that  this  wac 

■m  oioll  dificiiU  and  dati^rons  nhderukingi   and  his  letter  4at  da^^d  the  very 

-morning  the  thing  wat  done,  which  it  a  iruch  (Wronger  proof  f<'f  admiral  Rooke*ft 

merit,  than  if  it  had  been  written  'by  an  BnglHb  Admiral.    Le  Olerc  hift.  dea  pro. 

-vtocesunies*  tonte  iii.  p.  4&x.     Mercare  hiQortqueet  politique,  toine%ii.  p.  6*4. 

i  The  reader  «ltS  be  fatisBed  of  thif,  if  he  cafts  his  &y6  opdn  4  <ea  chart,  and 
confiders  Ae  ptedSgloaff  rilk  tht  FttdcU  ran,  in  oM^  td  get  tbfoifgh  the  race  of 
JVld^roey.  This  circumftaila;  it  partiovlarly  t<ken  notice  of  in  oor  tar  fang  oa. 
4lie  rl^ory  of  La  Hogue»  which  (bcwt  what  the  feasiea  thon^Kt  of  it« 


Y  y  t  fiir 
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Sir  Ralph  DelAval's  Letter  to  the  Earl  of  Nottingham^ 
yrpm  on  board  the  Royal  Sovereign. 

«»  I  bclicT«  it  my  duty  to  'acquaint  you,  that  on  the  2ift  in-^ 
<«  ftant,  admiral  Ruflel  having  made  the  fignal  for  the  fleet  to 
<*  ctit  their  cables,  I  obfcryed  the  French  to  be  forced  from  the 
*<  race  of  Alderney,  where  they  anchored,  to  the  eaftward  ; 
V  and,  finding  that  fome  of  them  endeavoured  for  the  bay  of 
<«  Cherburgh,  I  ftood  in  for  that  place,  where  I  found  three 
<^  three-decked  fliips  of  the  enemy,  but  fo  clofe  to  the  (horc, 
^  and  within  fome  rocks,  that  it  was  not  fafe  for  me  to  attempt 
«  them  till  I  had  informed  myfclf  of  the  road,  they  being  hawl- 
«  ed  into  fhoa}  water. 

<*  I  immediately  took  my  boats,  and  founded  within  gun-fhot 

**  of  them,  which  they  endeavoured  to  prevent  by  firing  at  us. 

^  And,  that  no  time  might  be  loft,  I  went  immediately  on  board 

^<  the  St.  Alban's,  where,  for  the  encouragement  of  the  fea- 

<<  men,  I  hoifted  my  flag,  and,  having  ordered  the  Ruby  with 

¥  two  fire-fliips  to  attend  me,  I  ftood  in  with  them,  leaving  the 

<'  great  (hips  without,  as  drawing  too  mqch  water.  But,  coming 

«•  very  near,  they  galled  fo  ei^tretnely,  and,  finding  the  Ave 

f*  fhips  could  not  get  in,  I  judged  it  beft  to  retreat  without  ihot, 

<<  and  there  anchored,  and  immediately  called  all  the  captains, 

«<  where  it  was  refolved  to  attack  them  in  the  morning  with  all 

<<  the  third  and  fourth  rates,  and  fire-fhips.    But,  after  having 

f  <  drawii  them  into  four  fathoms  and  a  half  water,  I  found  we 

f<  could  not  do  our  bufinefs,  the  water  being  fhoal.     Upon 

"  which  I  ordered  three  fire-Ihips  to  prepare  themfelves  to  at- 

*<  tempt  the  burning  of  them,  going  myfelf  with  all  the  barges 

f'  ax^d  tei^ders  to  take  (hem  up,  if  by  the  enemy's  fl)ot. they 

f<  fhould  mifcarry. 

«<  Indeed  I  may  fay,  and  I  hope  without  vanity,  the  fcrvicc 
*«  was  warm,  yet,  God  be  praifed,  fo  cfFeQually  performed, 
«  that,  notwithftanding  aU  their  fhot  both  from  their  (hips  and 
<<  fort,  twp  of  otir  fire-fhips  had  good  fucccfs  by  burning  two 
^<  of  them  i  the  other,  by  an  unfortunate  fhot,  was  fet  on  fire, 
,i^  being  juft  going  on  board  the  enemy.  Indeed,  fo  brave  was 
\i  the  attempt,  that  I  thii^k  they  can  hardly  be  fuflicientiy  re* 

'*  wardedj 
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<<  wardedi  and  doobt  not  but  their  majefties  will  do  them  right. 
«f  The  third  French  (hip  being  run  a«-ihore,  and  obferving  the 
^<  people  on  board  to  go  a-fliore  by  boats^fnll,,  I  ordered  the  St. 
<<  Alban's^  the  Referve,  and  others,  to  fire  upon  her,  judging  it 
<<  might  caufe  them  to  quit  her.  And,  after  having  battered 
<*  her  fome  time»  I  ob&rved  ibe  made  no  refiftance,  I  took  all 
^(  the  boats  armed,  and  went  on  board  her. 

«  I  found  abundancf  of  men  on  board,  and  iereral.  wounded* 
*f  but  no  officers;  and  having  caufed  all  the  people  as  wdl 
<f  thofe  that  were  wounded  as  others,  to  be  uken  out,  I  fet  her 
«f  on  fire,  and  had  I  not  had  notice  by  my  fcouts,  that  thirty 
<^  ihtps  were  ftanding  with  me,  had  fent  all  the  French  on  fhore^ 
«  who  are  now  very  troublefome  to  me.  The  iliips  we  faw 
<f .  proved  to  be  Sir  John  AOiby  and  the  Dutch,  coming  from 
,  ^  the  weft  ward.  We  are  proceeding  together  to  the  eaftward 
^f  to  La  Hogue,  where  I  am  informed  three  or  four  of  the  ene^^ 
f <  my's  ihips  are ;  and,  if  fo,  I  hope  God  'will  give  us  good 
f<  fuccefs.  I  expe£t  to  find  the  admiral  to-morrow,  where  I- 
<^  hope  to  hear  he  has  deftroyed  fome  of  the  enemy's  (hips,  ha- 
*^  ving  left  him  in  chaoe  of  them  laft  night,  (landing  to  the  eaft*' 
^^  ward,  and  pretty  near  them,  as  I  judged.  My  lord,  I  hope* 
cf  you  will  excuie  me,  if  I  prcfume  to  pray  you  will  ufe  your 
<f  intere(l  with  the  queen,  that  a  reward  may  be  given  to  the 
<<  three  captains  of  the  fire-flups,  and  feveral  of  the  others  j  for 
<<  greater  zeal  and  greater  bravery  I  never  faw.  I  pray  your  ex^ 
i*  cufe  for  being  thus  tedious,  and  thus  particular.  Pray  God 
^  preferve  their  majefties ;  and  that  their  arms  may  be  ever 
<<  crowned  with  fuccefs  by  fea  and  land,  (hall  be  the  prayers 
f f  and  endeavours  of,  &f. 

M  Cherburgh,  May  22,  169%. 

««  P.  S.  Captain  Heath  burnt  Tourville's  flxip  the  Royal  Sun, 
«  which  was  the  moft  difficult ;  captain  Greenway  burnt  the 
«<  other,  called  the  Conquerant.  The  Admirable  was  burnt  by 
«  our  boats.  Captain  Fowlis  attempted  the  Royal  Sun,  but  was 
«  fet  on  fire  by  the  enemy's  (hot,  yet  deferves  as  well  as  the 
««  otbcrsi," 

Admiral 
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Admiral  Kit ssEL's  Lcitis*  foi  (he  Bairl  o^  Ndttl^ham. 

^  My  Lor©,  Portfoiouihi  Jiiiic  ft,  1692. 

<<  SsiicB  yovr  iorMiIp  ftemr td  think^' that  asid  aocotetrm 

<  geniefal  of  the  fleet*9  goitd  ftioodft^*  is.  tib^^>  Ctttsfadnry  as  dnt' 

*  fetting  forth  the  piirticiiftfrd^  I  tela  ftttui  it  Mth  US  rtitidi  bfc-^' 

<  Vity  iis  ttie  matt^  Witi  ^drrtif  «f%     1  tMft  c^mI^Is  I  #as  f]t»t 

*  «fudi  ificHtfbd  ^  tri^Me  f^vTi^  tVk  hmirt,  ndt  being  itnbi^ 
(  ttoos  to  ftt  my  A^m6  m  print  >otf  iny  t)e«*fioD ;  but  fince  it  i^* 
V  yoiDr  lordfhifirs  cottitnand,  i  s(m'the  more  Infdmed  Co  giveryoa' 
f-  the  beft  ififormati^n  Vtem  abl^-of  the  a&ibh,  hiving' fecafe-^ 
*•  veral  primed  relatiofifir  not  very  ilncere* 

**  Wedtiefclajr  in  the  ereaiDg,  being  the  iftth  of  May,  ftand-' 

*  ing  ove?  fbr  Cape  b  Hogue,  I  ordered  cd{)taiii  Giiiam  i&  the 
^  Chefter,  aad  the  Charles  galMy,  to  ly  atWoch  a  diftaiice  td 

*  the  weftwsrl  cf  the  Seet,  'that  they  might  difcover  any  fig* 

<  nals  made  irom  nie^ 
<*  Thurfdsy  the  cpth,  ftanding  wkh  a  fmall  gde  S.  S«  W. 

<  the  wind  a«  W».  and  W.  by  S.  hazy  weather.  Cape  Barfleur 

<  bearing  then  S.  W«  and  by  S«  from  me,*  diftant  about  feveil 

<  leagttts.  Between  three  and  Soar  in  the  morning,'  we  heslrd 
^  fevera)  gmils  to  the  wefttvartd,  -and  in  a.fhort  tini«  I  faw  4he 
^  twoirigates  maUing  the  figwd  :of  feeifkg  ^he  enemy,  with  theif 
¥  heads  IjfiAg  to  the  north^ard^  whiioh  gave  hie  risafon  to  thhakf 
*«  tbattht  enemy  fey  with  their  beads  that  way.  Upon  which,* 
«<  I  ofdered  the  ii|nial  to  bo  iaade  for  the  fleef  d  drawing  into  k 
«<  line  of  battle^  alfter  whicfar'I  made  iht  fignal  for  the  rear  d( 
<«  the  fleet  to  tack,  that,  if  the  enemy  ftood  to  th«  northward,* 
^<  we  might  the  fooner  come  ^  engage. ,  XutTooiD  ;fifte/ four 
*«  o'clock,  the  fun  had  a  little  cleared  the  weather,  and  I  faw 
<(  the  French  fleet  fta'ndingtDitbrfeiith'waivI,  forming;  their  Ihie 
««  on  the  fame  tack  that  i  was;  upon.  I  then  ordered  the  figni! 
^  for  the  rear  to  tack  to  te  takeU'ln,  -and  a<  ^^  fa^ne  tilAe  bor^ 
H  away  with  my  own  (hip  fii.far  to  leeward, 'as  I  jtfdged  each 
^<  fhip  in  the  fleet  migiit  fetth  m^- wake  <frg]rtffti ;  then  b^oli^ht 
«<  to  again,  lying  by  with  my  fore-top-fail  to  the  maft|  to  givti 
«  the  ftips  in  the  fleet  the  better  opportunity  of  placing  them- 
**  fcl*c»  as  they  had  been  before  dircilcd.     By  eight  o'clock  we 
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-^  bad  formed  an  mdiflfierent  line,  ftretching  from  the  8.  S.  W. 
<•<  to  the  N.  N.  £•  tl>e  Dutch  in  the  Tan,  the  red  in  the  centre^ 
«<  and  the  bkie  in  the  rear. 

<<  By  nine  p'dock  the  eneipy^s  van-guard  had  ftratched  al^oft 
^c  as  far  to  the  ibmhward  as  ours,  their  admiral  and  rear-admi-* 
^f  ral  of  the  blue,  that  were  in  the  rear^  clofing  the  line,  and 
««  their 'vice-admiral  of  the  fame  divifion  ftretching  to  the  rear  of 
**  our  floet,  hot  never  coming  within  gm-Aiot  of  cbem^  About 
^^  ten  they  bore  down  upon  us,  I  f>iU  lying  with  my  fore-top- 
<*  fail  to  the  raafl,  I  then  obferved  monfieur  Tourville,  the 
<^' French  admiral,  pat  out  his  fignal  for  battle*  I  gave  orders 
f<  that  mine  fhoukl  not  be  hoifWd  till  the  fleets  began  to  en- 
^'  gage,  thai  he  might  have  the  falser  opportunity  of  coming  a» 
<*  near  me  as  he  thought  convenient  ^  and  at  the  f^me  time  I 
^  fent  orders  to  admiral  Allemonde,  that,  as  foon  as  any  of  bis 
^  fquadron  could  weather  the  enemy*$  fleets  they  (hould  tack 
**  and  get  to  the  weAward  of  them,  as  alfo  to  the  blue  to  make 
*^  fail,  and  ciofe  the  line,  they  being  at  fome  dtflance  a-ftern  -» 
**  bat>  as  ibon  as  che  fleet  began  to  engage,  it  fell  calm,  which 
•'  prevented  their  fo  doing.  About  half  an  hour  after  eleven^ 
*^  monfieur  Tourville  in  the  Royal  Sun,  (being  within  three 
f*  quarters  muiket-ihot)  brought  to,  lying  by  me  at  that 
**  diAance  ftbout  an  hour  and  a  half,  plying  his  guns  very 
«<  warmly,  though  I  muft  obferve  to  you,  that  our  men  fired 
<<  tbeir  guns  fafter.  After  which  time,  I  did  not  fmd  his  gun» 
V  were  fired  with  that  vigour  as  before,  and  I  could  fee  him  in 
^  great  dtforder,  bis  rigging,  fails,  and  top-fail  yards  being  (hot^ 
^  and  no  body  endeavouring  to  make  tbem  ferviceabk,  and  bi» 
**  boats  towing  of  him  to  windward,  gave  me  reafon  to  think 
«  he  was  much  galled.  About  twoche  wind  Ihifted  to  the  N.  W. 
'•<  and  by  W.  and  fome  little  time  after  that,  five  fre(h  Ihips  of 
**  the  enemy's  blue  fquadron  came  and  pofted  themfdves  three 
^  a-head  of  monfieur  Tourville,  and  two  a-IVern  of  him,  and 
«  £red  with  great  fury,  which  continued  till  after  three. 

*^  About  four  in  the  evening  there  came  fb  thick  a  fog,  that 
^  we  could  not  fee  a  (hip  of  the  enemy's,  which  occafioned  our 
^  leaving  off  tiring  for  a  lo^g  time  ;  and  then  it  cleared  up,  and 
^  we  could  fee  monfieur  Tourville  towing  away  with  'his  boats 
^  to  the  northward  from  us.  Upon  which,  I  did  the  famcj^  and 

*'  ordered 


iSo  N  A  V  AL    H  I  Sf  O  R  t 

<<  ordered  all  my  divifion  to  do  the  like ;  and  abodt  half  ah  hoW 
*<  after  five  we  had  a  fmall  breeze,  of  wind  eafterly.  I  theft 
«  made  the  fignal  for  the  fleet  to  chace,  fending  notice  to  all  the 
<<  fliips  about  mCf  that  the  enemy  were  running.  About  this 
<<  time  I  heard  feveral  broadfides  to  the  wefttrard ;  and,  though 
^<  I  could  not  fee  the  (hips  that  fired,  I  concluded  them  to  be 
<<  our  blue,  that,  by  the  fhift  of  windi  had  weathered  the  ene^ 
«  my ;  but  it  proved  to  be  the  rear-admiral  of  the  red,  who  had 
<<  weathered  Tourville^s  fquadron,  and  got  between  them  and 
'<  their  admiral  of  the  blue,  where  ,they  lay  firing  fome  time ; 
<<  and  then  Tourville  anchored  with  fome  ihips  of  his  owndivi«> 
«<  fion,  as  alfo  the  rear*admiral  of  the  red,  with  fome^  of  his& 
<<  This  was  the  time  that  captain  Haftings  in  the  Sandwich  was 
<<  killed,  he  driving  through  thofe  (hips  by  reaibn  of  his  an^^ 
**  chors  not  being  clear.  I  could  not  fee  this  part  becauie  of 
<<  the  great  fmoke  and  fog,  but  have  received  this  information 
<«  from  Sir  Cloudeiley  Shovel  fince. 

«<  I  fent  to  all  the  (hips  that  I  could  think  were  near  me,  to 
«  chace  to  the  weftward  all  night,  telling  them  I  defigned  to 
<<  follow  the  enemy  to  Breft,  and  fometimes  we  could  fee  a 
<<  French  ihip,  two  or  three,  ftanding  away  with  all  the  fail 
**  they  could  make  to  the  weftward.  About  eight  I  heard  firing 
<<  to  the  weftward,  which  iafted  about  half  an  hour,  it  being 
<^  fome  of  our  blue  fallen  in  with  fome  of  the  (hips  of  the  ene- 
^^  my  in  the  fog.     It  was  foggy,  and  very  little  wind  all  night. 

<<  Friday  the  20th,  it  was  fo  thick  in  the  morning  that  I  could 
«*  fee  none  of  the  enemy^s  Oiips,  and  but  very  few  of  our  own. 
*<  About  eight  it  began  to  clear  up :  the  Dutch,  who  were  to 
<<  the  fouthward  of  me,  made  the  fignal  of  feeing  the  enemy  ^ 
<<  and,  as  it  cleared,  I  faw  about  thirty-two  or  thirty-four  fiiil 
*'  diftant  from  us  between  two  and  three  leagues,  the  wind  at 
•«  E.  N.  E.  and  they  bearing  from  us  W.  S.  W.  our  fleet  cha- 
<^  cing  with  all  the  fail  they  could  make,  having  taken  in  the 
«  fignal  for  the  line  of  battle,  that  each  fliip  might  make  the 
<<  heft  of  her  way  after  the  enemy.  Between  eleven  and  twelve 
«  the  wind  came  to  the  S.  W.  The  French  plied  to  the  wcft- 
*<  ward  with  all  the  fail  they  could,  and  we  after  them.  About 
<<  four,  the  tide  of  ebb  being  done,  the  French  anchored,  as  alfo 
<f  we  m  forty-three  fathom  water,  Cape  Barfleur  bearing  S.  and 
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^^  by  W.  _  Abbot  ten  m  the  evening  we  weighed  with  the  tide 
^<  of  ebb^  the  wind  at  S*  W.  and  plied  to  the  weftward.  About 
^<  twdve  my  fore-^op  mail  came  by  the  boards  hating  received 
^  feveral  ihot. 

<<  Saturday  tbe  lift  we  continued  ftitl  ptybg  after  the  enemy 
*<  till  four  ifi  tbe  morning;  Tbe  tide  of  ebb  being  done»  I  an* 
^  chored  in  forty-fix  fathom  water,  Gape  la  Hogue  bearing  S. 
^<  and  by  W.  and  the  ifland  of  Aldemey  S.  S;  W.  By  my  top* 
^<  mail's  going  aWay^  tbe  Dutch  fqiladron,  and  tbe  admiral  of 
**  tbe  blue,  with  feveral  of  bis  iquadron^  had  got  a  great  way 
«*  to  windward  of  m&  About  feven  in  tbe  mornings  fisreral  of 
^  the  encmy^s  fhipsi  being  far  advanced  towards  the  race^  I  per* 
*'  ceived  drivinjf  to  the  eaftward  with  the  tide  of  flood.  Between 
**  eight' and  nine^  When  they  were  driven  (b  far  to  the  eailward 
»  that  i  could  fetch  them,  I  made  the  fignal  for  the  fleet  to  cut 
^  and  follow  the  enemy,  which  tbey  all  did^  except  the  afore- 
**  CAentioned  Wcathermoft  ihi|h,  which  rid  fail  to  obferve  th^ 
«*  motion  of  the  refl  of  the  enemy's  ihips  that  continued  in  the 
^*  race  of  Aldemey.  About  eleven  I  faw  three  great  (hips,  fair 
(<  under  the  ihore,  tack  and  (land  to  the  weilward  i  but,  after 
*<  making  (wo  or  three  (hort  boards,  the  biggeil  of  them  ran 
««  a-fliore,  who  prefcntly  cut  his  mails  away ;  the  other  two, 
^<  being  to  leeward  of  him,  plied  up  to  him.  The  reafon,  as  I 
'*  judge,  of  their  doing  this,  was,  that  they  could  not  weather 
<<  our  ilernmoil  (hips  to  the  we(lward>  nor  get  out  a-bead  of 
«  us  to  the  enftward. 

<*  I  obferVing  that  many  of  our  (hips  hovered  about  thofei  I 
*<  fenc  to  Sir  Ralph  Dclaval,  vice-admiral  of  the  ted,  who  was 
*^<  in  the  rear  of  our  fleets  to  keep  fuch  a  number  of  ihips  and 
<<  flte-ihips  with  him  as  might  be  TuiHcient  to  dellroy  thofe  of 
««  the  enemy,  and  to  order  the  others  to  follow  me,  I  being 
«<  then  in  purfuit  of  the  reft  of  the  enemy  t  an  account  of  the 
*<  performing  th^^t  fervice  I  do  not  trouble  your  lordfhip  with, 
*'  he  having  given  it  you  already.  AboUt  four  in  the  afternoon 
««  eighteen  fail  of  the  enemy's  ihips  got  to  the  eailwafd  of  Cape 
"  Barfleur^  aftcr'which  I  obfervcd  they  hauled  irt  for  La  Hogue : 
«  the  rear-admiral  of  the  red,  vice-admiral  of  the  blue,  and 
*<  fome  other  ihips,  were  a-head  of  me«  About  ten  at  night  I 
**  anchoj^ed  In  the  bay  of  La  Hogue,  and  lay  till  four  the  next 
««  morning,  being 
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r  "  Sunday  the  2  2d ;  and  then  I  weighed  and  ftood  in  near  the 
/  '<  land  of  La  Hogue ;  but,  when^  we  found  the  flood  came,  wc 
<*  anchored  in  a  good  fandf  groood*  At  two  in  the  afternoon 
•*  we  w^eighed  again,  and  plied  clofe  in  with  La  Hogue,  where 
«  we  faw  thirteen  fail  of  the  enemy's  men  of  war  hanled  clofc 
^  in  with  the  fhore.  The  rear*admiral  of  the  red  tells  me,  that 
^<  the  night  before  he  faw  the  ethef  five,  which  made  up  the 
**  eighteen  I  £rft  chaced,  ftand  t«  the  eaftward.' 

«<  Monday  the  23d,  I  fent  in  vice-adouralRooke  with  fevera> 
<<  men  of  war  and  fire-fhips,  as  alfo  the  boats  of  the  fleet,  ta 
<<  deftroy  thofe  ihips  ;  but  the  enemy  had  gotten  them  ib  near 
"  the  fliore,^  that  not  any  of  our  men  of  war,  except  the  fmall 
^  frigates,  could  do  any  fervice  v  but  that  xught  vice-admiral 
(*  Roohe,^^  wiih  the  boats,  burnt  6%  of  them. 

**  Tuefday  the  24th,  about  eight  in  the  mornings  he  went  in 
''  again  with  the  boats,  and  burnt  the  other  feven,  together  with 
^  feveral  tranfport  (hips  and  fome  yeflels  with  ammunition,  the 
**  names  of  which  fhips  I  am  not  yet  able  to  give  your  lordfliip 
**  any  other  account  of  than  what  I  fovmerly  fent  you,  which 
**  arc  as  follow  : 


Ships  namesr 

CommandefSw 

( 

Guns. 

Soleil  Royal, 

Count  de  Tourville^ 

104 

L'Ambitieux, 

r  Chevalier  dc  la  Villettc, 
^     admiral  of  the  blue. 

vice- 7 

104 

L^Admirable, 

Monfieur  Beaujeau, 

a^ 

La  Magnifique, 

C  Monfieur  Cottologon,  rear-*ad- 1 
C     miral  of  the  blue,                  5 

^6 

Le  St.  Philip, 

Monfieur  Infreville, 

^6 

Le  Conquerant^ 

Bu  Magnon, 

76 

Le  Triumphant, 

Monfieur  Bellemonf, 

74 

L'Etonant, 

Mondeur  de  Septime> 

80 

Le  Terrible^ 

Monfieur'  Septvilla, 

80 

L' Amiable, 

Monfieur  de  Raal,. 

68 

Le  Fier, 

Monfiein-  Larfethoir, 

68 

I^e  Glorieux, 

Le  C.  Chateaumoorant> 

60 

I^  Serieux, 

Monfieur  Bernier, 

60 

Le  Trident, 

Monfieur  Monteaud, 

5^ 

"  All  the  prifoirers  report  a  three-deck  (hip  burnt  by  acct- 
^  dcnt>  and  the  following  funk,  how  true  I  do  not  knovr. 

Ships 
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Skips  names*  Commandera.  Guns. 

lie  PrincC)  Monfieur  BagneuZj  ^o    ^ 

Le  Sanfpareil,    '      Monfieur  VeriWe,  60   '• 

**  Though  thefe  h0  all  the  names  that  I  bare  heen  able  to 

^<  learn,  yet  I  am  fore  there  are  fisteen  (hips  of  confequence 

•<  burnt. 

**  Wednefday  the  t5th,  I  failed  from  La  Hogue,  ordering 
<<  the  admiral  of  the  blue,  ivith  a  fquadron  of  EngliiOi  and 
*'  Dutch  fiiips  under  his  command^  to  run  along  the  enem/s 
^<  coaft,  as  far  as  Havre  <le  Grace,  in  hopes  that  fome  of  the 
*^  before-mentioned  fife  Alps,  that  ftood  to  the  eaftward,  might 
*'  have  been  got  thither ;  but  he  informs  me  that,  upon  his  ap- 
<<  pearing  before  that  jAace,  he  could  perceive  but  one  or  two 
**  fmall  veflHs.  The  number  of  the  enemy^s  ihips  did  not  ex- 
**  ceed.  fifty  jnen<ofvar,  by  the  beft  information,  from  fifty-fijc 
'<  to  one  hundred  and  four  guns ;  and  though  it  muft  be  con- 
^*  fefled,  that  our  number  was  fuperior  to  theirs,  which  proba* 
<<  bly  at  firft  might  ftartle  them,  yet,  by  their  coming  down 
^  with  that  refolution,  I  cannot  think  it  had  any  great  effcCt 
^  upon  them  :  and  this  I  may  aiSrm  for  a  truth,  not  with  any 
^<  intention  to  value  our  own  aAion,  or  to  lefl*en  the  bravery  of 
««  the  enemy,  that  they  were  beaten  by  a  number  confiderably 
«<  lefs  than  theirs,  the  calmnefs  and  thiclcnefs  t»f  the  weather 
"  giving  very  few  of  the  Dutch  or  the  blue  the  ppportunity  of 
"  engaging,  which  I  am  "fiire  they  look  upon  as  a  great  misfor^ 
*•  tune;  and,  had  the  weather  jiroved  otherwKe,  I  do  not  fee 
«*  how  it  was  poflible  for  tmy  of  them  to  have  cfcaped  us. 

"  This  is  the  exafteft  account  that  I  am  able  to  give  you^ 
«*  which  I  hope  will  prove  to  your  lord fhip's  fatisfaftipn.  Vice- 
•<  admn*al  Rooke  has  given  me  a  very  good  chara£ler  of  feveral 
-**  men  employed  in  the  boats,  and  I  have  ordered  him  to  give 
^*  me  a  lift  of  the  names  of  fuch  perfons  whofe  behaviour  wa# 
4<  remarkable^  in  order  to  their  reward.    I  am  % 

«  My  Lord, 

•*  Your  Lordflxip's  moft  faitfafvil, 
.     .  *<  humble  fervant, 

^  E.    RUSSEL/' 

^  Sdminl  RuflePf  letter  to  fhe  earl  of  Nottingham,  containing  an  exaA  and 
parttcular  relation  of  the  late  happy  viAory  and  focceft  againft  the  French  fleet. 
jPi^Hihed  by  authority.     In  the  Savoy  printed  by  Edward  Jone»,  1691 ;  fulio. 
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It  is  veiy  remarkable,  tba{,  though  the  contiBdcnite  fltet  was 
near  double  to  that  of  the  Frenchi  yet  fiearce  half  of  it  ccmld  en-* 
gage,  which  was  owing  to  their  original  difpofitaony  (by  which^ 
^  the  reader  may  reqaember,  the  blue  fquadroDi  of  which  Sir 
George  Rooke  wa^  rearradmiral^  was  dircAed  to  tack  nortbv 
ward,  and  to  weather),  not  at  all  to  any  deficiency  in  th^t  a«U 
tniral,  as  bilhop  Burnet  alledges' :  yet  the  defeat  was  one  of  the 
fnoft  fignal  that  ever  happened  at  fe^.  If,  indeed.  Sir  Joha 
^{hby  could  h^ye  reached  thofc  that  took  ihelter  in  St.  Maloes^ 
it  bad  in  s|  gpod  meafure  put  an  end  to  the  French  power  at 
iea  "^.  ^  it  was,  we  muft  acknowledge  \t  a  mod  glorious  vi&r 
tory,  and  that  we  ought  to  pay  a  juft  tribute  of  praife  to  the 
^lemorles  of  all  the  brave  men  who  atchieyed  it 

We  find  ^is  affair,  ngtwithftaadiag  all  the  i^iinous  amfen 
quences  that  attended  it,  treated  in  fuch  a  Ayle  by  the  Freodi 
writers,  a$  tq  make  it  appear  rather  a  vi£bry  than  a  de£eat ;  and 
911  this  founded  on  the  fingle  circumftance  of  their  s^ttacking  tho 
EngliOi  fleet".  In  order  to  explain  that,  we  muft  obterve,  that 
count  Tourville  found  himfclf  obliged  to  take  this  ftep,  in  oboi 
flience  to  his  orders,  which  were  fo  cxprefs,  that  they  did  not 
)eave  any  room  for  him  to  eyercife  his  judgment.  He  called  a 
council  pf  war,  incleed,  the  night  before  the  engagcmentft 
wherein  inoft  of  the  officers  gave  their  opinions,  that,  confidcr«9 
ing  the  fuperiority  pf  the  confederate  Qeet,  and  the  fituation 
themfelves  were  in,  it  w^  ^o&  prudent  to  avoid  ^hting*  Upon 
this^  after  declaring  hi^  own  fentimendb  Xa  be  the  fame  with 
theirs,  he  produced  the  king's  orders,  which  appeared  to  be  (o 
precife  for  fighting  the  Englilh,  whether  ftrong  or  weak,  that  i( 
was  unanimoufly  refolved  to  obey  theip  ^.  Several  reafons  havo 
|>een  fifligned  for  the  french  k^ig's  giving  (uch  orders  |  and 

1  See  his  hiftory  of  his  ovn  times,  vol.  ii.  p.  9}.  «  Buiihei*s  memoirs, 

|>.  t^  Kennet**  biflory  of  England,  vol.  iii.  p.  ^40,  ^41.  Oiamiion's  Mffory 
of  the  Stuarts,  vol.  \u  p.  73-  Colnniia  roflrau,  p.  *60t  »tf|,  Mcrtnrc  hino- 
riqae  et  poruiqne,  tome  xii.  p.  651.  •  Haft,  militaire  de  Lewis  XIV. 

^omc  ii.  p.  593.  joornal  hiftoriquc  de  Lewis  Xiy.  p«r  P.  Daniel,  p.  164.  Hift. 
tie  tnilic^  Fr^n^oife,  tome  ii.  p.  491.  Memeirs  de  Forbio.  Reijicomt,  tome  iii. 
p.  aia.  Hiftoire  cbronologique  du  dernier  (iecle,  p.  xx6.  See  Mercare  Mfto. 
riqae  et  politiqne,  tome  xii.  p.  6^4,  639. 

o  Hift.  militaire,  tome  ii,  p.  580,  581.  Reinco9rt,  tome  til  p.  xttf.  lo  a*t 
probability  count  Towrvilic  called  this  council  of  war  to  jaftlfy  biipfelf  io  rcfpcA 
to  the  fcnfo  iu  which  he  nnderf^ocd  the  king's  crdtrs, 

amongft 
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^mmgft  theft  the  moft  probaUe  k»  thiit  be  wu  mtftakcti  as  t^ 

(be  ftrcogdi  of  both  fleeu. 

As  to  his  owti)  be  looked  upon  it  aa  certaini  that  count  d'E« 
0ne«9  with  his  fquadron,  would  have  joined  the  fleet  before 
^ny  opportuoity  offered  of  fightiDgii  and  that  count  TounriUe's 
line  of  battle  {bould  haye.c(Ni6fted  of  lixty-fiK  (hips  at  lea&  He 
was,  however,  deceived  in  both :  count  d- Eftrees  met  with  fnch  • 
bad  weather  in  pafling  the  ftreights  of  Gibraltar,  that,  notwith^ 
ifaodiog  all  the  pains  he  could  take,  his  fquadron  did  not  arrive 
at  La  Hogue  till  after  the  battle ;  and,  thovgh  thisre  were  at  tbat 
time  iixty«fix  French  men  of  war  at  fea,  yet,  from  the  detach* 
ments  made  for  particular  ferrices,  count  TourviUe  had  but  for« 
ty*four  aAually  under  his  command,  when  he  took  this  refolu^ 
tion  to  fight  P.  On  the  other  fide  it  was  prefumed,  that  t;he  £ng« 
Ufii  and  Qutch  fleets  could  not  have  joined  fo  early,  smd  that,  \( 
%hej  bad^  ftill  it  would  be  impofiible  for  them  to  unite  with 
their  two  great  fquadrons  then  at  fea,  before  the  junflion  of  the 
French  fleets.  In  this,  too,  the  king'd  forefight  failed  him ;  but 
then  it  was  owing  to  that  bold  ftroke  of  admiral  }lufiel  before^ 
inentioned,  by  which,  he  joined  the  Dutch  fqaadron  ten  days 
fooner  than  he  could  have  done|  if  be  had  taken  his  pilot's  ad^ 
vice  '. 

There  is  yet  another  circumftance  mentioned  by  French  au- 
thors, as  fuppofed  by  fome  to  have  been  a  reafon  for  the  king*s 
orders,  and  it  is  this,  that  the  greateft  part  of  the  Englifh  fleet 
were  expe^ed  to  defert,  firom  which  it  is  pretended  they  were 
deterred  by  finding  count  Tourville  fo  weak'.  As  tbefe  very 
authors  treat  this  ftory  as  a  calumny,  there  feems  to  be  the  left 
^eafoB  for  my  refuting  it  x  yet,  fince  it  may  be  done  in  very  few 
words,  I  cannot  but  obferve,  that  this  is  abfolutely  contradiAed 
by  another  circumftance,  in  which  both  our  writers  and  theirs 
agree,  viz.  that,  upon  the  junction  of  our  fleet,  the  French  king 
fent  two  orders  by  different  routes  to  count  Tourville,  to  forbid 
his  fighting  for  that  reafon :  but  the  m^ftcr  of  a  fmall  vcBSd, 

P  P.  Daniel,  M,  de  Qvincf»  and  iodeed  all  tbe  foreign  wricen  in  general^  ^V^ 
in  this. 

4  B«rchet*s  niTal  hiftcuy,  p.  4^7.  I  have  likewiie  had  tbe  fitnc  confirmed  to 
ne  bf  officera  who  ferTPd  on  board  the  fleet* 

f  Hift.  miiitaire,  uhifupra, 

which 
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nrhich  carried  one,  was  taken  off  Cape  Barflear  hj  captain  Wy« 
ville,  before  be  could  join  tbe  Frencb  fleet;  and  the  other,  wbich 
came  over  land,  was  too  late  by  feveral  days'.  This,  however, 
plainly  proves,  that  king  Lewis  did  not  depend  upon  the  deler* 
tion  oif  the  Engliih  fleet,  but  upon  their  not  joining  the  Dutdb. 

After  a  particular  account  of  the  firil  day's  engagement,  the 
marquis  de  Quincy  proceeds  thus:  **  As  to  the  advantage  gain- 
<<  ed  in  this  fight,  it  muft  be  allowed  tis,  that  count  Tourville 
<<  did  aot  lofe  fo  much  as  a  fhip,  nor  had  he  any  that  were  dif« 
€t  aUed;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  enemy  loft  two,  one 
<<  funk,  and  the  other  difabled.  The  reft  of  their  fliips  were  as 
f^  ill  treated  as  his,  befides  their  fpendiog  abundance  of  firc- 
'<  (hips  without  any  effeA.  Thus,  in  fpite  of  the  prodigious 
**  inequality  of  the  fleets,  the  fuccefs  was  at  leaft  equal  in  the 
*<  firft  day's  engagement :  it  is  true,  it  happened  otherwife  in  the 
<<  fttcceeding  days,  in  which,  however,  there  fell  out  nothing 
'<  that  ought  to  t ami  (fa  tbe  reputation  of  France  at  fea,  (ince, 
**  while  there  remained  any  room  for  oourage  to  exert  itfelf^ 
<<  they  not  only  a£Ved  gallantly  in  their  own  defence,  but  made 
*<  themfelves  rcfpcfted  by  their  enemies.  What  afterwards  fol- 
**  lowed  was  the  effc(k  of  unforefeen  accidents,  and  inevitable 
<*  misfortunes  ^*' 

Yet,  after  this  fineflourith,  the  marquis  fairly  confe(res,  the 
French  flags  ran  for  it,  and  that  their  other  (hips  did  the  beft 
they  could  to  follow  them ;  but  partly  through  the  want  of  fafe 
ports  on  their  own  coafts,  and  partly  through  the  vigorous  pur* 
fuit  of  the  £ngli(h,  they  werehurnc  and  deftroyed  in  the  manner 
before-related**.  Neither  doth  this  writer,  or  any  other  of  the 
French  hiftorians,  pretend  to  diminilh  their  own  Icfs,  or  to  fay 
that  our  admirals  did  not  do  their  duty.  On  the  contrary,  they 
itfcribe  the  fafe  retreat  of  part  of  their  (hips  into  the  road  of  Sr, 
Maloes,  to  their  lucky  pafl!age  through  that  dangerous  (freight, 
which  I  have  before  mentioned  ". 

*  Bardlet's  memoirs,  p.  458.  and  the  French  aotKor  laft  cited.  <  H«f^. 

militairc,  tome  ii.  p.  587.     But  aU  this  mufl  be  owned  extremely  m'>defl  to  fa* 
ther  Danieri  account.  »*  Hift,  m.ltuire,  P.  D«niel^  &c*  ^  Kcnnet's 

hlftory  of  England,  vol.  iii.  p.  640.  OUmixoo's  hiftory  of  tbe  Scmrts,  Toi  iw 
p.  73.    Life  of  kio»  WilliAm,  p.*  33%. 
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When  admiral  Rufiel  was  fatisfieJ,  that  the  grand  fleet  could 
not  do  any  farther  fervice  againft  the  French,  the  feafon  of  the 
year  and  their  circumftances  confidered,  he  refolved  to  return  to 
St.  Helen's,  as  well  to  refit  the  Tcflels  that  were  damaged  in  th& 
late  fight,  as  to  obtain  a  fupply  of  provifions  and  ammunition^ 
This  defign  he  exeoited  very  happrljr^  fince  he  had  fcarce  left 
the  French  coaft,  before  the  weather  became  fe  tempeftuous,. 
that  hb  heavy  (hips  muft  have  fuflfered  exceeditiglj,  and  fuch  as 
had  loft  their  mafts  would  probably  have  periflied.  Yet  this 
meafure,  fo  prudent  in  itfelf,  and  to  fortunate  in  its  cvent>  has 
been  ceniured,  as  if  the  admiral  had  fhewn  too  great  eagernefs 
to  be  at  home,  and  too  little  care  to  profecute  his  vi£tory  '• 

However,  before  be  took  this  ftep,  he  left  Sir  John  Afhby 
with  twelve  Englifh  (hips,  and  three  firc-(bips,  m  conjundioo. 
with  a  Dutch  fquadron  of  like  force,  commanded  by  vice-admi- 
ral Callemberg,  with  dt-ders  to  fail  to  Havre  de  Graces  and  ta 
endeavour  the  deflrudion  of  ib  many  of  the  French  fleet  ias  hacT 
taken  (belter  there  ^  which  (ervice,  indeed,  they  did  not  performy 
the  enemy's  finiation,  and  the  ftormy  weather^  rendering  it  alto- 
gether impradlicaUe '.  So  that  to  blame  the  admiral  for  not  ex- 
pofing  the  fleet,  when  it  was  impoiTible  for  him  to  have  done 
any  thing,  is  to  (hew  a  difpefition  of  finding  fault  at  the  expence 
of  the  nation's  fafety,  fince  fucceedlng  commanders  are  not  like 
to  ofe  their  judgments  freely,  when  they  find  their  predecefiTors 
fuflPer  in  reputation  for  doing  what  prudence,  and  regard  to  the 
fafety  of  the  fleet,  dircdled.  The  true  reafon,  or  rather  the 
principal  reafon,  which  influenced  admiral  Ru(rel  on  this  occa- 
(ion,  was  his  defire  to  make  the  moft  of  his  victory,  by  imme-^ 
diately  taking  on  board  the  troops  intended  for  a  de(cent,  and 
carrying  them  over,  with  all  poffible  expedition^  to  the  coaft  of 
Trance*. 

It  is  not  cafy  to  give  any  tolerable  account  of  this  dcfccnt^ 
fince  neither  our  public  hiftorians,  nor  the  writers  of  private 
memoirs,  have  been  able  to  leave  us  any  certain  fcheme  of  this 
dciign,  farther  than  that  it  was  to  be  a  defccnt  on  the  French 
coaft,  in  order  to  alarm  and  diftra^k  that'  nation.  Thus  much  is 
certain,  that  both  we  and  the  Dutch  fccmcd  to  have  very  great 

«  Buri>el*«  hjftory,  vol.  i!.  p.  94.  r  B«Khci*$  naval  hiflory,  p.  4^7. 

4tfS.  *  Kcoft^t'8  hiftory  of  E)^g\iiiA,  to!;  in.  p.  <^4i.  <^44'  ' 
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confidence  in  this  expeditiont  which  was  provided  for  at  a  Vaft 
ezpencCi  and  in  order  to  which  a  promotion  of  officers  wa^ 
flBade  on  purpofe.  At  firft  feteral  regiments  of  horfc  were  in« 
tended  to  have  been  fent ;  but  at  laft  tbefe  were  ireduced  to  fiftf 
horfe,  and  two  hundred 'dragoons*.  It  is  evidom  enough  from 
his  condUdi*  chat  admird  Ruflel  was  not  in  the  fecret  of  Chif 
iichemey  if  indeed  there  was  any  fuch  fecret^  bitt  knew  in  gene* 
ral  only,  that  thefe  troops  were  deCgned  to  land  in  France,  aod 
therefore  he  thought  this  the  moft  proper  opportunity  for  cze* 
curing  the  proje£^,  be  it  what  it  would. 

This  was  his  great  motive  for  returning  to  the  £ngl](h  coaft  | 
and|  to  be  fure,  he  afted  therein  with  great  judgment  and  pr«-» 
dence.  In  his  paiTage,  howercr^  he  met  with  very  rough  wea-^ 
I  her,  and,  on  his  arrival,  with  a  very  great  difappointment  j  for 
ini^ead  of  fmding  the  troops  ready  to  embark,  and  himfelf  far« 
nifhed  with  orders  and  inftrudions  for  ftie  ezccudoa  of  the  ea* 
terprize,  he  was  informed  by  letters  from  the  fecretary  of  ftatr^ 
that  no  certahi  refolution  was  as  yet  taken  in  what  fervice  to 
employ  them,  but  that  this  was  1^  to  be  fettled  by  a  general 
council  of  land  and  fea-officers>  when  the  fleet  and  the  tranfports 
ihouid  be  joined  >>.  The  plain  foarce  of  all  this  confnfion  was| 
that  the  minifters  of  ftate  were  not  difpoied  to  take  upon  them* 
icives  the  dire£lion  of  an  affair,  which  flhey  were  a{^rcbenfivd 
would  milcarry,  but  were  willing  to  put  it  upon  the  land  and 
iea  officers,  that  they  alone  might  remain  accountable  for  what» 
ever  happened. 

At  laft,  very  late  in  the  month  of  July,  the.  tiranfports,  with 
the  forces  on  board,  joined  the  fleet;  aocU  on  the  28tfa  of  the 
fame  month,  a  council  of  war  was  held  on  board  the  Breda^ 
where  the  fcbemes,  or  rather  hints  of  the  miniftry  wei^e  ferioufljr 
coniidercd,  and,  upon  the  whole,  refolved  to  beimpradicaUcC4 

The 

>  Memoires  hiftoriqaest  Mcrcnre  (liflorique  iet  ^iiclqiie,  tome  tiiL  p.  xo4» 
ai  j,  %is»  Oldmixoo's  hiftory  of  the  Staarts,  vol.  H.  p.  74.  Colbmna  roftnta, 
p.  atfr.  b  Barcbet*s  navai  hiOory,  p.  4ti.     Memoirt  •#  «daiiral  Rcflel. 

c  We  have  this  in  Burehet  from  the  original ;  aod^  as  it  is  abrolmcly  iiecei3ar|r 
for  the  pcrfe^  noderdanding  chU  part  of  the  hittory,  I  ftall  lay  ft  bcfol«  tb« 
reader. 

At  a  eooncU  of  war,  held  on  board  the  Breda  the  aSth  of  Jnlr^  prefent,  flagi» 
officers,  the  right  bojioorable  Edwatd  RuiSeli  admirals  Sir  tUlph  Delaval^  vtccct 
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'*tht  Bdmiral^  however^  fent  Sir  John  Attibf  With  a  ftoot  fqua- 
dron  to  endeavour^  if  pofliblej  to  intercept  the  French  flMN^» 
>Brhi€h  Was  every  day  eicpeded  to  iail  frdm  6t.  Maloe^s  to  Breft  ^ 

adoitral  of  the  f«d ;  George  Rooke,  Eft|}  Tice-admiral  of  the  bJbe ;  Sir  Clonde* 
fUj  Shovel,  itar  admiral  of  die  led ;  David  MitchcU,  Efq^  fira  caj^uin  co  the 
admiral. 

Dvrtn,  Admiral  Alieroonde $  viee-adflairal Callemberg ;  ^ear  Aiairal  Vaa« 
dergoes  s  nar-adoiiral  EvertAcn  )  ^tar-admlral  Muya« 

Goaerai  and  iSeld  officers.  His  grace  the  duke  of  Ldofter,  iientenant-general 
of  all  the  forces;  earl  of  Galway;  Sir  Henry  BclUfi/k;  mooHear  de  la  Mebniere ; 
Sir  David  ColHer ;  ccboel  Bereride;  nonlicQr  de  Cambon ;  tolonel  8clwSii  t  earl 
of  Argyte. 

The  refolutbns  they  bailie  lo»  fotlow  :  "  'the  matter  of  burning  the  Ihlps  at 
"  St.  Maloe*s  being  maturely  confidered,  vice-admiral  Rooke^  and  vlce-adthiral 
*■  Callcnberg,  (who  were  lately  feht  with  a  fqoadron  of  (hips  before  that  port), 
*"  repiefenting  the  ^rcat  difficolty  of  carrying  the  (hips  in  thdrt ,  by  r/rafon  ^ 
*'  tbb  maitiiode  of  irockl,  and  the  rapidity  of  the  tides,  and  the  pilots  refii(ing 
^*  to  caodttdany  frigates  or  fife-(hips  into  tbe  harbour,  becattfe  the  maiks  might 
*^  be  k^moved^  it  waA  tbe  opinion  of  the  tag  officers,  that  it  waa  not  praAicabi* 
**  to  attempt  any  thiikg  agaioft  tbe  enemy *s  (bips  at  St.  itfaloe*s,  with  any  patt 
*■  of  tht  fleets  until  the  town  ftfelf  eould  be  fo  far  reduced  by  tbe  laiid-fonoesi^ 
**  as  that  (hips  might  not  receive  any  great  annoyance  from  tbe  enemy's  guoa 
**  in  the  attempt ;  and  the  general  and  6eld  officers  of  the  army  were  of  opinion^ 
^'  that  the  tiOops  could  not  do  any  fervice  at  that  place  without  the  affi(tance  of 
^*  theRect. 

••  It  was  Cheh  eon(]dered,  ilirhether  It  was  feafible  to  Inake  any  attempt  oo  ib« 
*'  enemy's  (hips  at  Brelt }  and  although  tbe  (lag  olficers  were  of  opiniuo,  that  an 
^*  attempt  might  be  made  tberte  with  fome  hopes  of  fuccefs,  if  the  fuiniher  had 
^^  not  been  fo  far  fpent,  ytet,  conlidering  the  winter  wu  approaching,  they  did 
**  not  think  it  proper  to  attack  the  enemy's  (bipt  in  Chat  port,  fince  tbe  Beet 
'^  might  be  expoltd  to  very  great  inconveoiencies,  (hoUld  they  be  wind  booml 
■*  near  that  place  i  and  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  general  and  fidd  officers  of  tht 
*<  armyi  that  they  (hould  not  be  able  to  do  any  fervice  there  agatnft  the  enemy, 
**  nnlefs  they  could  be  proteded  by  the  Beet.  The  flag  officers,  likewife,  thought 
•*  it  not  fafe  for  the  Beet  to  attempt  any  thing  againft  the  enemy  at  Rochrott, 
*«  the  fesfon  of  tbe  year  bcitag  fo  far  fpent^  and  the  place  itfcif  lying  To  deep  la 
««  the  bay« 

«*  It  was  iti  the  nekt  ^lace  tonCdered,  whether  the  Beet  might  ly  with  fafety 
**  on  the  eoait  of  Normaildy  to  proeeA  the  army  in  an  attempt  either  at  Havre  de 
^<  Grace,  La  Hogte,  or  any  plate  thertabouu;  and  the  flag  officers  judged,  fhH 
**  it  might  ly  with  fafety  on  that  coa(t,  until  towards  the  end  of  the  neat  moath, 
*'  in  cafe  their  maje(ties  fervice  (bould  require  it.*' 

The  Aifs  came  alfo  to  the  following  (bparaie  refolution : 

"  That,  fince  the  tranfport  (hips  with  the  land  forces  were  come  to  the  fleer, 
*«  In  order  to  try  what  might  be  done  againft  the  enemy  either  at  St.  Maloe'i, 
'«  Breft^  or  Rochfort,  it  was  their  opinion  that  fometfaing  might  have  been  at<- 
*«  tempted  wiih  probability  of  faccefs,  were  not  tbe  (eafon  of  the  year  fo  far 
*<  fpent  as  not  to  adroit  of  ihe  fleet's  going  with  fafety  thither." 

Vol.  IL  ^  3  A  and. 
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andi  as  fooo  as  this  wa^  doney  the  admiral^  with  the  reft  of  tte 
fleet  and  the  tranfportSj  failed  for  La  Hogue. 

Secretary  Burchet  feems  co  £iy,  that  in  his  paflage  he  received 
orders  from  the  qtieen  to  returni  and  thatj  in  obedience  to  thefe 
orders^  he  came  back  in  a  few  days  to  St.  Keren's  <*.  Yet  there 
is  fomething  very  improbable  in  this^  if  we  conGder,  that  as  fooa 
as  an  exprefs,  difpatched  by  the  duke  of  Leinfter,  arrived  at 
Whitehall  with  ^his  news,  the  qtteen  fent  down  to  the  fleet  the 
xnarq^uis  of  Caermarthen  then  lord-prcGdent  of  the  council,  the 
carl  of  Devonthire  lord-fteward,  the  earl  of  Doriet  IcHrd-cham^ 
berlain,  the  earls  of  Nottingham  and  Rochefter,  and  the  lords 
""Sidney  and  Comwallis,  to  know  the  reafon  of  their  return,  and 
to  take  proper  meafures  for  their  putting  to  fea  again  immcdi^ 
ately  '•  Tbefe  lords  on  their  arrival  found  all  the  troops,  except 
two  regiments,  on4>oard,  and  the  fleet  wind-bound.  Every  body 
then  expeftecl  that  the  troops  would  reimbark^  and  at  laft  they 
did  fo  i  but,  inA«ad  of  proceeding  to  France,  they  failed  under 
ihe  efcort  of  a  fcjuadron  of  men  of  war,  part  to  Oftend,  and  part 
to  Newport,  There  were  two  hundred  and  forty  tranfport-fliips, 
fix  or  (even  thoufand  men,  a  prodigious  quantity  of  ammunition 
of  all  forts,  and  whatever  fcemed  requifite  for  executing  a  great 
defign,  though  (b  little  came  of  it  f . 

One  cannot  wonder,  that,  on  fo  flagrant  amifcarriage  as  this, 
the  mouths  of  all  the  world  were  opened.  The  Englifh,  who 
are  not  very  famous  for  their  patience  on  fuch  occaGcms,  made 
no  difficulty  of  faying,  that  the  nation  was  plundered  and  abu* 
fed,  and  that,  after  immenfe  films  were  drawn  out  of  the  peo- 
ple's pockets  by  the  moft  grievous  and  burdenfome  taxes,  they 
were  idly  fquandered  away  in  chimerical  projeOts.  The  Dutch 
fcrupled  not  to  exclaim  agamft  the  treachery  of  the  king's  coun- 
fellors,  and  to  aflirm  that  every  thing,  that  was  tranfa<^ed  at 
London,  was  fo  fpeedily  betrayed  to  the  French  court,  that  it 
was  in  vain  to  hope  any  fuccefs  from  defigns  concerted  there. 
The  French,  according  to  their  ufual  manner,  exulted  ftrangeJy 
on  their  deliverance,  and  attribtitcd  to  the  wifdom  and  power  ot 

d  Natal  hiftory,  p.  475.  «  Life  of  king  William,  p.  344.    Mermre 

hiftori^ue  et  ^litiqoc,  come  x?ii.  p.  21^.     Kenoet. 
.v«-  f  The  political  memoirs  for  che  month  of  September,  itf^a,  f^fg  there  were 
i(>)00o ;  but  all  our  hi(loriau»  mcocton  the  nambcr»  I  have  inftrtedp 
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Ijcwis  "XIV.  what  was  the  pure  effeSt  of  crofa  accidents  and 
party  rcfentments'. 

I  muft  tiot|  however,  forgeti  that  fome  refined  politiciana* 
pretended,  that  this  fcheme  had  its  tEFeSt ;  that  king  Willian^ 
intended  bo  mope  than  alarming  the  French  court,  and  obliging- 
them  to  keep  great  bodies  of  men  conftantly  on  their  coafts,  and- 
to  be  at  a  vaft  expence  to  watch  the  motion  of  this  fmall  body  oS^ 
troopSy  which  gave  his  majedy  the  greater  liberty  of  aAing  iu 
Flanders.  Tet  this  appears  ftrangely  improbable;,  if  we  coniider. 
the  retdm  of  the  fleet  to  St.  Helen's,  fince^  if  this  had  been  the. 
defign,  it  mtould  certainly  have  proceeded  dlretUy  to  Oftend^ 
Others  would  perfuade  us,  that  the  4menti<»n  of  the  court  was 
to  have  landed  Ac  forces  at  port  St.  Sehaftian's ;  but,  when  the 
orders  were  opened  at  fea,  aU  the  admirals  were  of  opinion,  thaif 
k  was  utterly  impra£licable«     The  refolations  of  the  council  of 
war  Ihew,  that  this  conjecture  was  groundlefs.     The  bottom  o| 
the  bufinefs  was  a  detign  upon  Breft,  which  might  have  been 
executed,  if  the  ^ranfports  had  been  ready,  as  the  admiral  advi- 
fed,  in  May  K  It  is  certain,  therefore,  where-ever  the  fault  lay, 
it  was  not  in  him. 

After  the  fendhig  thefe  troops  into  Flanders,  ibe  great  fhips 
were  ordered  about  to  Chatham,  and  the  fleet  divided  into  fqua^ 
drons,  as  was  judged  moft  convenient  for  the  fervice:  and  thuy 
ended  the  ptfblic  tranfadions  of  this  year  J.  It  may.  not,  how- 
ever, be  amifs,  before  we  {peak  of  the  parliamentary  inquiry  into 
the  miftakes  in  the  management  of  the  ^navy,  to  mention  one  or 
two  extrsiordinary  exploits  at  fea,  though  of  a  private  nature, 
and  the  rather,  becauie  otherwife  things  of  this  kind,  though  in 
refpe£t  to  the  peiibns  who  perform  them  very  worthy  of  rememr 
brance,  muft  naturally  fink  into  oblivion. 

On  the  24th  of  February,  a  French  privateier  took  a  fmaU 
ihip  called  the  Friend's  Adventure,  belonging  to  the  port  of 
Exeter ;  and  on  the  29th  captain  Fitzgerald,  who  commanded 
the  privateer,  took  out  of  her  the  mafter  and  five  of  his  men, 
leaving  none  on  board  but  the  mate,  Robert  Lyde  of  Topfham, 

S  See  Burnet*!  hiflory  of  his  own  times,  and  the  6rfl  volume  of  the  (Itte  trade 
^n  the  rdgn  of  king  William. 

h  The  reader  will  6nd  thii  clearly  explained  hereafter. 

j  Burchct's  mcmoirf>  p.  itf7>  '^S-  ""d  naval  hiftory,  p.  47^. 

3  A  2  a  m^ 
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a  man  of  twetity*tbree  years  of  age^  and  John  Wrigbt  a  boy  of 
fixteen,  with  feven  FrenchmcHi  who  had  ordov  to  nsri^e  the 
ftip  to  St.  Malpe'd.  But,  when  they  were  off  Capt  La  Hpgae^ 
m  ftrong  foutb-eaft  wind  drove  them  from  the  French  cpaft  ^ 
upon  which  thf  qian  and  bpyji  on  the  6th  of  Mbfdii^  to^ 
their  ppportnnity,  when  two  of  the  f^rencbmep  were  at  the 
^Qitpi  pne  at  the  h^^ni,  one  on  the  fprcaftle,  and  three  fleep- 
ing  in  their  cabbins,  to  attack  them  ^,  The  mate  with  aa  ircm 
^row  killed  QAe  ^f  the  nfien  at  the  pump,  and  knocked  down  the 
6the^  s^t  one  blow  \  the  boy  at  the  faqi^s  inftanc  knocbod  down 
the  man  on  the  forecaftle,  and  then  they  fccuredand  bound  the 
man  at  the  helm.  One  of  the  Frenchmen,  rmming  up  from  be* 
(ween  decks  to  the  affiftaxKe  of  hi«  CQmp«iion3,  was  wonndod 
by  the  ^3\tc  I  but  |he  twp  others,  f oming  to  his  relief,  (eized, 
and  had  like  to  have  ftcured  him,  if  the  boy  had  not  come  ap 
hri&Iy  to  bis  afliftancei  and,  after  a  iharp  ftruggle^  kiUed  ooe^ 
and  gave  the  other  quarter.  Haying  thus  made  th^mfidvea  ma- 
ilers of  the  (hip,  they  put  the  two,  who  were  difabled  by  their 
wounds,  into  bed,  ordered  a  third  to  look  after  them,  and  fe* 
cured  them  between  decks ;  one  they  kept  bound  in  the  fteerage, 
and  made  u(eof  the  remaining  man  to  navigate  the  ve^l,  which 
0n^  the  gth  of  March  they  brought  {afely  into  Topiham,  with 
five  priibners  on  board  K 

About  th€^  fame  time  one  captain  Richard  Griffith,  and  bU 
^y  Johq  Codanon,  recovered  their  floop^  called  the  Tryal,  from 
live  Frenchmen^  put  on  board  them  by  a  captain  of  a  man  of 
war}  and  having  wounded  three,  zn^  forced  all  five  down  inta^ 
fhe  bold,  brought  the  veSel,  with  their  prifoners,  fafe  into  Fal* 
mouth <^*  Thefe,  though  ftrong  te(Uinonies  of  prodigious  iirm** 
xiefs  of  mind,  and  daring  re(blution,  yet  at  the  fame  time  fliew^ 
|iow  much  our  trade  was  expofed  to  the  French  pnvateers  *,  and 
indeed  it  pufi  he  cpnfefied,  ^hat  it  iufFered  far  le^  in  the  precer 

k  A  frve  «nd  ^1«0  account  of  cbc  rctaki^  a  (hip,  called  (he  Fri«n<l't  Adven- 
ture,  of  TopQiaro,  frqm  the  French,  after  ih^  had  been  taken  fix  days ;  and  they 
were  upon  the  coafls  of  France  with  it  four  days,  where  one  £ngli(hmaii  and  a 
boy  fet  upon  feven  Frenchmen,  killed  two  of  thetn,  took  the  other  five  prifun^s, 
9nd  broaght  the  Ikip  and  them  fafe  to  En^nd:  their  9ajeftiei  cuftoms  of  the 
faid  (hip  amovnting  to  a  chnqfand  pounds  and  upwards.  Performed  aod  written 
^y  Robert  Lyde,  mate  of  the  fame  Aiip.     London,  itf93t  4to,  p.  i. 

I  See  the  London  Qiizctte,  N?.  27^9.  <&  See  thf  London  Gazette. 

K^  a  74 J. 
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Aug  yeary  what  the  French  wore  mafteri  tt  fea,  than  in  this» 
vbea  their  grand  0eet  was  Uockcd  up  in  their  ports  \ 

Thii  circumftance  of  our  lofing  lo  many  fliips,  after  fo  great 
^  Tidpry  at  fca,  excited  much  clamour,  efpedally  among  the 
Hicrchants,  though  the  reafons  affigned  for  it  by  the  board  of 
admiralty,  were  very  plaufible  at  leaft,  if  not  fatis£a£lory.  Tbey 
find,  that  the  lofs  the  French  fitftained  fo  early  in  the  year  waa  the 
eocafion  of  their  feamen  being  difiniflod  the  king^  ferrice,  and 
j^iffered  to  go  on  board  prirateera,  which  rendered  them  more 
Bumerous,  and  of  greater  force  than  everi  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  our  keeping  fo  great  a  fleet  fo  long  at  fea  rendered  it  im« 
poffible  for  the  admiralty  to  fumifh  the  merchants  with  proper 
convoys,  at  the  fame  time  that  fo  large  a  number  of  men,  aa 
were  employed  on  board  the  navy,  forced  our  commanders  of 
l&erchant^il^ips  to  proceed  in  their  refpcAire  voyages  worfe  man* 
ned  than  ufoal^ 

The  king  opened  the  feffions  of  parliament  on  the  4th  of  No^< 
ven^ber,  in  which  he  took  notice  both  of  their  great  fuccefa,  and 
great  difappointments  at  fea,  which  gave  occafion  to  the  fubfe* 
quent  inquiries*  On  the  i  ith  the  houfe  of  commons  thanked 
admiral  Ruflel,  in  very  ftrong  terms,  for  his  courage  and  condu£k 
in  the  aff*.!'*  of  La  Hague  \  but  this  did  not  prevent  a  warm  Jit* 
bate  qn  account  of  the  opportunities  that  were  faid  to  be  loft 
after  that  (ignal  viAory  ^  The  admiral  fumiflied  the  honic  with 
all  the  letters,  papers,  and  inftruftions  that  were  neceflary  for 
(heir  information,  and  entered  into  a  large  account  of  the  whole 
affair.  Then  Sir  John  Afliby  was  examined  as  to  his  not  exe* 
cutiog  the  orders  that  were  given  him  to  deflroy  the  French 
<hips  which  got  into  St.  Maloe^s.  Sir  John  cleared  himfelf  fo 
handfomely,  and  fet  the  whole  matter  in  fo  fair  a  light,  that  the 
fpeaker,  by  order  pf  the  houfe,  took  notice  of  his  ingenious  be« 


^  This  we  find  Ycry  flrongly  Infixed  upon  by  bilhop  Burnet  in  the  hlftory  of 
hU  own  timet,  vol.  ii.  p.  94, 

^  See  Chandler*!  dcbacei  io  tbe  yetr  itfpi.    My  account  it  taken  from  ■  MS, 
iiltlcled,  RtflcAions  on  tbe  prefcnt  complaints  of  ill  management  at  Tea. 

P  Kennet*!  hiflory  of  England,  vol.  iti.  p.  64I,    Barnert  biftory  of  bii  OWA 
tsnet,  vol.  il.  p.  103.    OldmixoA*!  hiftory  of  tbe  SCMrti,  tol.  ii.  p..  78. 
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baviour  at  the  bar,  which  gave  fuch  fatisfaAion,  that  he  was 
difmifred  from  farther  attendance  ^. 

Then  the  buiiners  of  the  defcent  was  brought  on  the  carpet, 
which  was  alfo  thoroughly  explained  hj  the  admiral,  who  ihewed, 
chat  there  were  no  lefs  than  twenty  days  intervened  between  his 
letter  to  the  earl  of  Nottingham  and  his  lord&ip's  anfwer.  The 
hoafe  of  lords  entered  alfo  into  an  examination  ef  this  matter, 
where  the  eari  of  Nottingham  not  only  juflifled  himfelf,  but  rc« 
fleded  Tery  feverely  upon  admiral  Ruflel.;  and  the  houCe  wei^ 
fo  far  into  his  refentments,  that,  at  a  conference,  they  commu- 
nicated to  the  commons  fome  papers  which  the  king,  at  that 
lord's  requeft,  had  dirc£l>ed  to  be  laid  before  them.  But  this  was 
fo  far  from  producing  the  deiired  effed,  that, .  immediately  on 
the  readnig  cbem,  the  commons  refblved,  that  admiral  Ruflel  in 
his  command  of  the  fleet,  during  the  laft  Aimmer's  expedition, 
had  behaved  himfelf  with  fidelity,  courage,  and  conduA'. 

In  thefe  debates,  it  appeared  clearly  to  the  houfcj  that  one  great 
check  on  the  public  fervice  was  the  want  of  timely  and  fufficient 
fupplies;  to  remedy  wkicli  in  the  (iicceeding  year,  they,  on  the 
2d  of  Becember,  refohed,  that  the  fum  of  1,926,5161.  be  grant- 
ed to  their  majedies  for  the  charge  of  the  navy,  including  the 
charge  of  the  ordnance,  and  tbe  finilhing  their  majefties  naval 
yard  at  Hamofe  near  Plymouth,  and  the  building  four  bomb- 
vefiels  and«ight  new  (hips  of  tbe  fourth  rate*.  They  likewife 
took  notice  of  admiral  RufTef  s  inveighing  againft  the  want  of 
knowledge  in  fea-affairs  in  fuch  as  pretended  to  dire£t  them  ^ 
and  therefore  a  motion  was  made,  that  they  (hoold  come  to  a 
refolution  of  addrefTing  his  majefty  to  coailitutc  a  board  of  ad- 
cniralty,  oompofed  of  fuch  pcrfons  as  were  of  known  experience 

9  Sc«  the  votes  of  the  houfe  of  Moimons  Chandler's  (Icbate<,  ^e.  So  ronch 
caficr  ic  is  to  fati&fy-  ooe  of  the  houfes  of  pariiacnent,  than  to  eA:apc  a  chiical 
hiflorian. 

r  Sm  the  votes.  Ken  net's  hiftory  of  Englard,  vol.  in.  p.  64S.  Gurnet's  htfto- 
ry  of  his  own  times,  vol.  ii.  p.  103.  The  bi.'bjpfays,  that,  fiotwithOanding  lord 
Notiitigbam  aggravated  tbe  admiral's  errors  and  Degle^s,  the  hnufe  juflified  him, 
and  gave  him  thanks  over  and  over  again;  and,  uith  refpeft  to  the  paper?,  that 
the  commons  did  not  deign  to  read  them,  but  renewed  their  fiift  votes  that  jufli- 
fied  Rttflers  6delity,  courage,  and  conduct. 

a  This  ftiews  a  trae  Britiih  fpirit  j  ebey  join  amendment  with  the  difcoveiy  of 
the  mifchief. 


OF    KiMG    WILLIAM    IlL  J75 

in  maritime  affairs ;  bat  here  the  weight  of  the  boards  as  it  thett 
ftood,  full  J  appeared,  by  its  paffing  in  the  negatived 

Yet,  to  fliew  their  diftafte  of  the  earl  of  Nottingham's  inter* 
fering  Co  macb  in  maritime  affairs,  they  addrefled  the  kiog,  that 
for  the  future  all  orders  for  the  nianagement  of  the  fleet  (hould 
pafs  through  the  hands  of  the  commiflTioners  of  the  admiralty  ^. 
But  the  admiral's  vidtory  here  coft  him  too  high  a  price;  for  the 
king,  conceiving  that  he  had  (hewn  a  much  greater  concern  for 
his  own  intereft  and  reputation  than  for  his  fervice,  refolved, 
Dotwlthftanding  the  great  things  he  had  done,  to  lay  him  afide 
for  the  prefent,  and  employ  fuch  as  might  make  his  afiairs  go 
eafy ;  which  defigu  was  executed  ibon  after,  though,  as  might 
have  been  readily  forefeen,  it  failed  of  fuccefs  ^. 

The  warmth  the  parliament  had  exprefled  in  providing  for  the 
fea-fervice,  joined  to  the  clamour  that  had  been  raifed^on  the 
defeat  of  the  late  expedition,  obliged  the  king  to  take  very  early 
care  of  whatever  related  to  the  affairs  of  the  navy,  that  nothing 
might  hinder  the  fending  a  flout  fleet  to  fea  in  the  beginning  of 
the  fpring.  In  the  month  of  January^  therefore,  his  majefly  was 
pleafed  to  make  a  great  change  in  the  command  of  the  fleet,  in 
which  he  was  fuppofed  to  follow  chiefly  the  advice  of  the  earl  of 
Nottingham.  InfVead  of  appointing  an  admiral  and  commander 
in  chief,  he  granted  a  commifCon  to  Henry  Killegrew,  Efq-,  Sir 
Ralph  Delaval,  and  1^  Cloudefley  Shovel,  to  execute  that  of- 
fice ^.  Bifliop  Burnet  fays,  that  the  two  fird  were  thought  to 
be  fo  much  in  king  James's  intereil,  that  it  was  believed  the  king 
was  putting  the  fleet  into  the  hands  of  fuch  as  would  betray 

t  It  wai  rightly  {oTtfu9,  that  t  Inrd  hjgh-admiral  mi ^ht  be  much  more  eafily 
called  to  account  than  lords- com miin*)t)cr»,  becaafc,  whenever  the  Utter  is  d</ocg 
the  commiifionen  (if  they  have  featt  in  parriamenc)  mu(l  aA  again fl  themfelvet. 
In  chit  cafe  the  grand  argument  again  ft  the  addreli  was,  that  it  rrfleOed  on  his 
m«jefty's  judgment,  ind  fo  regard  to  complimcot  got  the  better  of  cjnccrn  for 
the  public. 

u  This  addrefs  had  a  right  intention ;  for,  as  thing,  were  managed  before,  the 
admiral  was  frequently  more  puzzled  to  nnderftand  hit  orders,  than  to  execute 
ihem ;  and,  whrnevcr  difpuict  aro4e  thovt  th«m,  the  admiral  was  furc  to  foHcr  ; 
for  the  fecretary  intrenched  himfelf  behind  hit  dircOioos  ;  Co  that  there  was  no 
coming  at  him  but  through  the  coun^l. 

w  Bifh  yp  Burnet  reprefeott  the  king's  cooduO  io  this  refpeft  in  its  true  light, 
vol.  ii.  p.  J03. 

'  London  Gazette,  K^.  1839.   Mcrcure  hiftorique et  politique,  torn,  ait.  pb  ajt. 
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fajin ;  fori  though  no  exception  lay  againft  Sfaoveli  yet  he  Wai 
but  one  to  two  ^k  Whether  the  bifbop's  conj^Aure  was  well 
grounded  or  not,  I  cftnndt  pretend  to  determine;  but  the  event 
very  fully  proved,  that  fuch  a  joint  comtniflion  Was  a  very  bid 
expedient.  Soon  after  his  majefty  made  George  Rooke»  Efq; 
vice-admiral  of  the  red,  and  Matthew  Ajlmer,  Efq;  rear-ad<« 
niml  of  that  fquadron*  John  lord  Berkley,  vice-admtral,  and 
David  Mitchell,  Efq;  rear-admiral  of  the  blue ;  and  tlieie  pro^* 
motions  were  declared  on  the  8th  of  February  following  >• 

To  give  ftill  a  higher  proof  of  the  king's  concern  for,  and  at«> 
tention  to  this  neceflary  part  of  the  public  fervice,  his  majefty 
foon  after  went  down  to  Portfmouth,  as  well  to  take  a  view  of 
the  (late  of  the  place  and  its  fortifications,  as  to  examine  in  peribn 
into  the  condition  of  that  part  of  the  fleet  which  was  then  there* 
On  this  occafion  his  majefty  went  on  board  the  (hip  where  vice-* 
admiral  Rooke  had  hoifted  his  flag,  and  conferred  the  honour 
of  knighthood  upon  that  admiral ;  after  which  he  returned  to 
liondon  very  well  fatisfied  as  to  the  condition  of  the  fleet  at 
Spithead  *.  On  the  1 2th  gf  April  the  right  honourable  ^thonyi 
lord-vifcount  Falkland,  Sir  John  Lowther  of  Whitehaven,  ba* 
ronetj  Henry  Frieflman,  Efq;  Robert  Auflen,  Efq;  Sir  Robert 
Rich,  baronet,  Henry  Kiilegrew,  Efq;  and  Sir  Ralph  Debvalf 
knight,  were  appointed  commiflioners  of  the  admiralty^* 

The  war  in  Flanders  requiring  his  majefty^s  prefence  early  in 
the  fpring,  the  admirals  were  inftru^ed  to  make  all  poflibl^dif' 
patch  in  getting  out  the  fleet  to  fea,  to  endeavour,  if  poflible,  to 
block  up  the  enemy  in  tlieir  ports,  efpecially  in  Breft,  which  was 
thought  very  practicable,  and  to  take  all  poiSble  care  of  the 
merchants.  In  order  to  comply  with  the  firft  part  of  their 
charge,  they  began  to  take  half  the  feamen  out  of  privateers  | 
but  this,  notivithdanding  the  prefling  occafions  of  the  publici 
and  the  great  fcarcityof  men,  was  thought  fo  heavy  a  grievancci 
and  was  befides  fo  viflble  a  favour  to  the  enemy,  that  it  was 
dropped.  Then  five  regiments  of  foot  were  put  on  board,  with 
a  view  to  the  debarkment  at  fireft,  which  was  a  fcbeme  of  fome 

y  See  his  htftory  of  bts  own  times,  vol.  ii.  p.  104.  *  London  Gsxrtte* 

K°.  1843.     Mercure  hiftorique  et  poHtiqne,  tome  xiv,  p.  231.  "See  the 

memoirs  of  Sir  George  Rooke  la  the  foarth  volnme*  b  London  6t«caf} 

NO.  a8<?i. 
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of  the  land-aidm'mls,  and  was  always  thought,  (what  it  afrer- 
wards  appeared  to  be),  by  the  ableft  of  onr  feamen,  a  very  dan- 
gerous^  and  at  the  fame  time  ,a  very  jm practicable  projeA.  Pro- 
vlHons  running  fcarce,  a  mefs  was  increafed  from  four  to  fix 
men ;  and  yet,  in  fpit,e  of.  all  thefe  contrivances;  they  were  noc 
able  to  form  a  line  of  battle  at  St.  Helen's  till  the  7  th  of  May, 
1693,  which  loft,  them  the  opportunity  of  blocking  up  either  of 
the  French  fquadrons^ 

As  to  the  merchants,  their  complaiots  grew  ftill  louder  than 
ever :  fuch  as  were  concerned  in  the  Levant  or  Mediterranean 
trade,,  bad  their  (hips  lying  waiting  for  a  tonvby  many  months, 
nay,  fome  above  a  year  and  a  half  ^  aDd  the  excufes  they  recei- 
ved from  the  adminklty  were  of  fuch  a  nature;  as  put  it  out  of 
their  power  to  judge  when  they  might  ezpeA  a  convoy ;  for  this, 
they  were  told,  depended  on  the  intelligence  of  the  board,  and 
the  merchants  were  but  too  feniible  they  had  116  intelligence  at 
all'.  This;  indeed,  appears  to  have  been  the  conftant  defeft, 
and  to  have  been  pregnant  with  nuittberlefs  misfortunes.  It  may 
deferve  consideration,  whether  this  is  not  incident  to  the  very 
nature  of  fuch  a  commiiBon.  Perfons  might  be  found,  who 
would  riik  correfponding  with  one  great  roan ;  but  to  give  in- 
formations to,  or  which  may  be  laid  before  a  whole  board,  and 
which  may  afterwards  be  called  for  by  a  houfe  of  commons,  is 
Tcarce  to  be  hojped  for  or  expeded.  The  Angle  remedy  for  this 
is  to  ]fave  the  procuring  intelligence  chiefly  to  the  firft  lord,  and 
impowering  him  to  reward  and  to  promife  fecrecy. 

When  the  Englifii  and  Dutch  fleets  joined,  they  made  a  for* 
jmidable  appearance,  and  every  body  expe£led  fomething  very 


c  Bdfchet't  memorn,  p.  t66,  157. 

d  Burnet*!  hiftory  of  bis  owa  timof,  vol.  ii.  p.  Z14, 1 15.  See  the  preftnt  (lata 
of  Europe  for  the  moDthi  of  May  aiul  June,  1693,  p.  t^s,  ixj.  The  complaints 
made  by  the  mercbaDts  did  noc  only  run  high,  bnc  were  excremrly  well  Tupport- 
ed.  irbey  (hewed,  beyond  the  power  of  refutation^  the  folly  of  fufiering  ambi* 
tiooy  intereft,  or  intrigue,  to  prefer  unqualified  men  to  that  board,  which  dirtied 
the  naval  powrr  of  Enj^ltnd :  and  yet  the  roifchief  wvs  nor,  in  troth  could  not, 
be  amended,  becaufe  the  more  experienced  people,  who  had  been  long  in  the 
ferviee,  were  thought  diraffcAcd  j  and  Co  it  wat  feared  the  remedy  might  have 
proved  worfe  than  the  difeafc. 

Vol.  U.  3  B  conGdcrabIc 
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conGdcrable  would  be  perfonAed^  It  appeared,  however,  boV 
too  foODf  that  things  were  in  their  old  condition ;  that,  in  ihort,. 
«he  admirals  bad  not  proper  orders  to  warrant  their  doing  anj 
thing  of  moment,  and  were  too  much  divided  in  their  opinions^ 
to  undertake  any  thing  of  themfcWes.  In  lbort,^the  only  thing 
they  could  reibke  oa  was,  that  Sir  George  Rooke  flnmld  com- 
mand the  fquadron  appointed  to  convoy  the  Mediterranean 
fleet,  and  that,  in  cafe  they  had  no  exaA  intelligence  of  the 
French  fqaadrons,  the  fleet  (hoald  accompany  Sir  George  into 
a  certain  latitude  f» 

If  this*  defign  bad  been  executed  as  feon  as  it  was  formed  and 
talked  of,  it  had  been  honourable  for  the  nation,  and  happy  far 
the  merchants  v  but  the  admirals  were  fo  timovoos  and  diffident 
^f  their  own  power,  that  it  was  the  beginning  of  June  before 
f  hey  failed  v  and  even  then  they  had  no  intelligence  of  the  cac' 
my's  motions^  but  took  their  meafiires  at  random  v  a  circumflance 
not  raihly  to  be  averted,  and  yet  too  important  to  be  concealed^ 
when  fupported  by  undeniable  evidences^. 

The  French,  on  the  other  hand,  a£lcd  with  greater  prudence,, 
in  the  difpoficien  of  their  naval  ftrength  this  year^.  than  tbey  had 
done  during  the  contimiance  of  the  war.  In  order  to  repair  the 

«  The  line  of  battle  pabliQied  here  and  in  HviUand  flood  thos  : 

ENGLISH.  I,      II.     nu    IT.     V.      Vf.   Fiit  rhipft. 

Vice  of  the  bhie,  035100  3- 

Admiral  of  the  bfaie,'  xistai*} 


Rear  of  1  he  blue,  p        »        6 

Rear  of  the  red,  x        x        $ 


I         o        a  ft. 

I         a        o  » 

Comm^dcr  in  cbief,  3        i         5.        r        »        »  3 


In  all,    ^i. 
DUTCH. 
Vice  KlmiraJ».  t        %       4       9        o       o  x 

Admiral,  *       %       6        tt       e       %  3 

♦        301  I 


Vice-admiriiy  3        o 


^        f      14        tf        o        3  4 


lo  all,   3». 

f  Har£het*a  memoirt,  p.  rti.  S  B«ircbct*t  naTai  htftory,  p.  481,  4S1. 

]tcnnet*s  hiftory  of  England,  voL  lii.  p.  ^f,  Otdmixmi's  hlflor^  of  the  Stuarts, 
vol.  ii.  p.  %6.  Life  of  king  William,  p.  363,  3^4,  State  irafts  in  the  rtign  of 
It.  William,  and ^  in  fhort,  ill  the  memoirs  of  that  time.  Aothors  diifcr  a&  to  the 
precift  time  of  the  iatliiig  of  thi«  fleet.  See  the  Lond'jn  Gaztttt,  N*.  187^.1878. 

mighty 
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mighty  ioTt  he  had  fuflabed  at  La  Hogue,  the  French  king 
bpnght  feveral  large  ibiptf  and  turned  them  into  men  of  war^ 
•canfed  fiicfa  as  wanted  repair*  to  be  pnt»  during  the  winter,  into 
a  condition  to  go  to  Tea.;  and,  that  they  might  not  be  detained 
for  want^f  men,  he  fufpended  in  a  manner  the  whole  trade  of 
France  fot  a  year,  by  forbidding  any  &ipa  to  go  to  fea  till  hts 
£[|«adrona  were  manned-:  laftly^  to  raife  the  fpirits  of  the  fea- 
men,  as  wdl  as  to  encourage  fuch  officers  as  had  done  their  duty 
in  the  lafi  unliicky  engagement,  he  made  a  grand  naval  promo- 
tion,  which  had  predfely  the  eSeSt  he  ezpe£led  from  it,  and 
•excited  fmdk  a  ^trit  of  diigeoce  and  emulation,  as  is  eafier  to  be 
cooceived  than  dcfcrihed  K  The  reader  will  be  convinced  of  the 
troth  of  this,  when  he  is  ioformed^  that  the  French  fleet  failed 
frocn  the  oceaM  for  the  Medkersaoean  10  the  middle  of  the 
month  o£  May,  in  three  (quadrona^  coofifti&g  altogether  of  fe- 
▼enty-one  Aops  ef  wart  befides  tenders,  bomb»veiSell,  and  firc- 
ih^;  fo  that  they  were  adnally  on  the  coaft  of  Portugal)  be^ 
fore  pur  Smyrna  fleet  failed^*  Almoft  all  our  writers  agree,  that 
the  French  fleet  had  very  exad  intelligence  from  bencC)  and 
laid  their  fcheme  for  furprifing  this  rich  fleet  very  early  in  the 
winter,  i  cannot  find  any  thing  of  this  fore  in  the  French  writers 
I  have  met  with ;  and  yet  they  are  ready  enough  to  magnify  the 
policy  of  their  court  upon  other  occafions :  I  would  not,  how- 
ever, be  ^nderfiood  to  discredit  what  our  authors  fay  on  this 
fubjefif  fiace  it  is  very  probable  they  are  in  the  right,  and  the 
French  hiftorians  fnight  either  want  proper  information,  oip 
think  it  jsiore  glorious  for  the  French  arms  to  Ice  this  treacher« 
ous  correfpondence  pafs  in  filencc^« 

The  Englifh  fleet  left  Sir  George  Rooke  whh  the  Streigbt's 
iquadron  on  the  6th  of  June  in  the  evening,  about  fifty  leagues 
W.  S.  W*  off  Ufliant,  and  returned  to  take  up  the  cruizers,  ha- 
ving all  this  time  had  no  intelligence  of  the  enemy.  The  lords 
of  the  admiralty  at  home,  however,  had  an  account  dircAIy 
from  Portugal  of  M.  Tourviile's  coming  into  Lagos-bay,  bc^ 

a  Hif^.  milttaire  lYe  Loui*  XIV.  tome  ii.  p.  S9U  70$.  Memoiri  de  Foorbin.. 
|>.  Dspul.  XJoHeri,  tome  ii.  p.  577.  he  Clerc  hid.  des  provinces  unief,  tofi|e 
ill  p.  4»6.  *  8orchet*i  memvirt,  p.  iSs«     HiH.  militure,  tome  ii.  p.  707< 

Ic  Thefe  points  a«  fully  cleared  in  the  prooeedtiij;i  againft  Mr.  Abrahftm  Anfeloi^ 
fccrcury  to  the  adaair.l*  Killcgrew,  DcUval,  and  Sborel,  ^c.  4tO|  i<JP4* 
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tween  Cape  St*  Vincent  and  Far9»  with  no  left  thao  one  hun- 
dred and  fourteen  fail,  great  and  fmall.  This  exceedin^j 
alarmed  the  government,  and  advice  was  inftaatly  difpatcbcd 
to  the  fleet,  which  confiiled  now  of  fixty-nine  ^ips  of  the  Kne 
of  battle ». 

Qn  ^he  ?3d  of  June  a  council  of  war  was  held  at  TorbajTy  in 
which  it  was  rcfblved  to  bear  awa^  for  Liibon  dire£Uy^  in  cafef 
they  could  be  properly  vi^ioalled ;  but  to  prevent  all  danger^ 
orders  were  immediately  difpatched  to  Sir  George  Rooke,  of 
which  we  (hall  have  occafion  to  fpeak  hereafter.  If  this  refolo- 
tion  had  been  purfued,  apd  the  flee(  had  adually  iaikd  for  Lis- 
bon, (bmething  might  have  been  done  worthy  of  the  £nglifl^ 
nation.  But  upon  the  ift  of  July  another  council  of  war  was 
]ield,  in  which,  though  the  qiieenls  orders  were  produced  foi; 
their  executing  what  themfelves  had  before  propofed,  yet  the 
j^ags  came  to  a  new  refolution,  which  was  to  fubmit  it  to  her 
majefty,  whether,  if  the  French  fquadrons  were  joined,  and 
ihould  fail  north-about,  the  coafis  of  England  might  opt  be  ex- 
pofed  to  fome  infult  during  their  abfepce*?. 

This  was  doing  what  they  had  always  charged  the  council 
with  doing,  viz,  altering  their  fcbcme  vfhen  ic  ought  to  be  pn^ 
in  execution.  They  knew  well  enough,  that  a  hln^  of  the  coaft 
being  in  danger  would  be  fufficient  to* prevent  their  quitting  it|| 
and  this  was  certainly  what  they  now  intended,  and  might  ea- 
illy  have  been  difcerned  to  be,  what  its  copfequences  ihewed  it, 
a  weak  and  ruinous  meafure,  which  expofed  Sir  George  Rooke, 
and  the  rich  fleet  under  his  care,  to  be  attacked  by  the  wholer 
ibrce  of  France,  while  we  had  a  fupcrior  fleet  riding,  to  no  pnr- 
fofc  in  the  world,  in  our  channel.  But  it  is  now  time  to  leave 
it,  and  fpeak  of  the  condu£b  and  fortune  of  that  vice«admitat  on 
this  critical  occaJSon.  All  theie  difafters  proceeded  from  the  fac- 
tions then  fubfifling,  when  every  ofEcer  a£ted  according  to  the 
Kuniour  of  lus  patr6n  in  the  miniftry }  and,  as  there  was  a  flrange 
difagreement  in  the  public  councils,  this  produced  a  like  want 
of  harpiony  amongfl  thofe  who  commanded  the  fleet. 

*  Borchci'f  nival  hiftory,  p.  483.     Burnet's  hiftory  of  hi*  own  tfmec,  vol.  fi, 

I 

p.  f  x;^  ti6.     London  Gazette,  K^.  1883.  Mercure  bif^oriqne  et  politiqoc,  tome 
iv.  p.  Si,  94,  5 J.  »  Burchefi  memoirs,  p.  j8;. 

It 
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It  has  been  before  obfetred,  that  the  grand  fleet  quitted  Sis 
(Beorgc  Rooke  on  the  6th  of  June^  1693^  without  having  at 
fhat  time  any  certain  inteliigence  either  of  the  force  of  the 
Trench  fquadronsi  or  where  they  were  failed ;  which  put  that 
admiral  under  very  ^eat  difficuhies,  and  therefore  we  cannot 
WOftder,  that  he  ezprefled  fome  concern  at  the  great  rifle  the 
Bumerous  fleet  of  merchantmen,  under  his  convoy,  was  Yikc  to 
mn*.  It  is  true,  his  iquadron  was  very  flrong,  conBfting  of  no 
leis  than  twenty-three  men  of  war,  and  he  had  under  him  two 
flag-'officers  of  great  courage  and  experience,  <nz.  the  Dutch 
Yice-admiral  Yandergoes  and  rear-admiral  Hopfon,  But  then 
tke  merchantmen  under  his  care  were  near  four  hundred,  and 
thefe  not  only  Englifli  and  Dutch,  but  Danes,  Swedes,  Ham-^ 
burghersi  Flemings,  isfc.  fo  that  our  reputation  as  a  maritime 
power  w?is  in  a  manner  ftaked  for  their  fafcty  <*• 

When  he  left  the  fleet,  he  had  a  very  fair  and  ftrong  gale  of 
wind,  which  carried  him  at  fuch  a  rate  as  prevented  any  of  the 
^vice-boats,  fent  with  thofe  freih  inftruAions  we  mentioned, 
from  coming  up  with  him  ;  and  he  was  fo  unlucky  too  as  not  to 
meet  with  any  (hips  at  fea  that  could  give  him  notice  of  marflial 
Tourville's  fleet  being  in  that  part  of  the  world.  In  this  fituation 
of  things  he  purfued,  as  was  bis  duty,  his  original  inftruAions  ; 
|ind  having  left  by  the  way  the  veflels  bound  for  Bilboa,  Lifbon, 
St.  Ubes,  and  ot^ier  places,  he  continued  his  courfe  for  the 
Stretghts  ^ 

Q  Barcher's  memoirs,  p.  i^S*  ^ee  thii  matter  farther  explained  in  our  me- 
Q^otrf  of  Sir  George  Rooke.  ^  Kenoef,  Burchec,  Burner^  and  ib«  ft^tc 

of  Ettfopc  f»r  Jaly  1693. 

P  The  new  or<iers  (ent  him  were  to  this  purpofe,  thaf,  in  eafe  he  was  ohliged 
to  go  into  the  rivtx  of  Liibon,  apd  received  ceruin  intelligence  during  his  (lay 
there,  that  the  Toulon  f^naJron  bad  joined  the  reft  of  the  French  fleet,  and 
were  together  gone  northward  from  the  coaft  of  Portugal,  he  (hould  leave  a 
proper  number  of  fliips,  both  Engllfii  and  Dntch,  to  proceed  up  the  Srreighis 
with  ihe  Tnrky  fleet,  and  bimfelf  retoro  with  the  reft«  and  join  the  body  of  our 
£eet  in  thole  fcas  s  and,  not  meeting  them  in  his  paflii^e*  to  make  the  pore  of 
Plymontb,  and  there  expeA  farthet  orders.  But  the(e  infarctions  could  be  of  no 
ufe  to  him,  fince  they  were  not  fent  till  the  23d,  and  he  fell  io  wiih  the  French 
three  days  afterwards.  Secretary  Burchet  indeed  fayr,  they  were  fent  the  3d 
of  June;  but  his  own  account  ftiews  that  to  be  impoffitle,  fince  hi  owns,  that 
Sir  George  did  ^t  ^uit  ike  grand  fleet  till  the  6th. 

On 
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On  the  1 5th  of  June  ixe  ordered  the  Lark,  a  fixth  rate  fqao 
of  war,  and  a  prime  failer,  to  ftretch  a-head  of  his  fcouts  in 
Lago&i'baj,  to  get  what  iatelligence  chey  could  of  the  enemj^ 
but,  through  feme  overGgbt  in  the  captaip,  this  was  not  properlj 
executed.  The  next  day  the  fcouts  diicovered  two  of  the  enemy's 
HiipSi  and  engaged  them  in  the  afternoon^  tilli  perceiTing  eight  or 
ten  fail  under  the  cape,  they  thought  fit  to  quit  the  Frenchmen, 
to  inform  the  admiral  of  what  they  had  feeq.  Upon  this  a  couiw 
cil  of  war  was  called,  in  which  the  admirars  (^nion,  for  lying 
by  till  the  enemy's  ftrength  could  be  knowp,  was  over^ruied  *« 

On  the  17  th,  about  break  of  day^  ten  fail  of  French  men  of 
var  were  difcovered,  with  fox^e  fmall  ihips,  which  were  cbace^^ 
by  part  of  the  £ngli(h  fquadron,  and  a  fire^fliip  taken,  the  crew 
of  which  poGtively  aflertedt  that  the  whole  fifuadrony  though 
there  were  three  flags  amongft  them,  confifted  of  no  more  thaa 
fifteen  Oiips  of  the  line.  About  noon  the  falfity  of  this  aflertk>u 
was  difcovered,  and  f>ir  George  Rooke  eafily  counted  eighty  ftil 
of  men  of  war.  Sixteen  of  tfaefe  (amongft  wfaif h  were  three 
flags)  plied  up  to  the  Englifli  fquadron,  while  the  vice-admirai 
of  the  white  flood  off  to  fea^  that  he  might  fall  in  among  the 
merchant-fbips  ^ 

The  Dutch  vice-admiral  about  three  o^clock  fent  a  mefiage  to 
Sir  George,  that  being  now.  fen6b1e  of  the  ftrength  of  the 
French  fleet,  which  he  doubted  before,  as  well  as  of  their  de« 
ijgn,  he  thought  it  abfolutely  neceiTary  to  avoid  fighting,  as  it 
could  only  tend  to  their  abfolute  ruin,  At  this  time  they  were 
within  four  miles  of  the  enemy,  and  it  was  the  fentiment  of  Sir 
George  bimfelf,  that  they  were  too  far  advanced  to  think  of 
retreating ;  and  therefore,  before  he  received  this  mefiage,  he 
was  refolved  to  pu(h  for  it ;  but  confidering  afterwards,  that,'^if 
the  Dutch  admiral  had  formed  a  right  judgment,  and  both  the 
fquadron  and  the  fleet  under  their  convoy  (hould  fufier  greatly 

fl  Thi*  fenns  to  hiv*  hem  the  pHnctptl  caufe  of  all  the  mUchtcf  that  >f.<r- 
wardi  followed-  Im!eed  the  admiral  was  (o  (cniible  of  cbr  dM)frrroaicon^<iuencei 
ih^r  n:Tght  ettrnJ  the  ro'  oktrg  this  i)ep,  ai  Co  cs41  in  6ve  «r  fix  capfaint  who 
w^^re  on  board  hi»  fnip  hy  rhapcr«  io  order  to  have  their  optnions  {  and  thef 
ef»rrr<nff  «ithihc  council  *if  wnty  he  w«f  forced  to  (uhmit  after  all,  direAly  coi^ 
trary  to  hii  ja'^j»infn%     See  the  JLoodon  Gazette  hereafter  ci'ed. 

f  Rn-chrt's  memoirs,  p.  t8^.  Src  al(b  captain  Lictictua'a  |;t((r  in  the  ibto 
of  ^'  rrpc  for  the  mojitb  of  Aiiguft,  >^3f  ' 

br 
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hf  tins  meafiire,  the  blame  would  fall  intirely  on  hxmfelfi  he 
brooght  to,  and  ftood  off  with  an  eafy  fail,  that  the  Dutch  and 
the  heaTj  {ttVps  might  work  up  to  the  windward.  Ue»  at  the 
fzmt  time,  fent  orders  to  the  fmall  ibips  that  were  near  the 
land,  and  therefore  not  likely  to  keep  up  with  the  fleet,  to  ufe 
their  uttnoft  endeavours  in  the  night  to  put  into  the  neighbour- 
ing ports  of  Faro,  St.  Lucar,  or  Cadiz.  This  was  all  that  was 
in  the  power  of  the  admiral  to  do,  and  it  is  certain,  that  thefe 
orders  were  extremely  well  calculated  for  lefTening,  as  nrach  as 
poffible,  the  misfortune ;  and  it  (hewed  great  prefence  of  mind 
in  Sir  George  Rooke,  to  provide  fo  wifely  for  the  moft  di/lant 
part  of  the  fleet,  when  himfelf  and  thofe  about  htm  were  in 
fuch  imminent  danger*. 

The  admiral  and  vice-admiral  of  the  blue,  with  about  ten  fail 
of  the  enemv^s  fleet,  fetched  up  the  Englifh  fquadron  very  faft> 
fo  that  about  fix  in  the  evening  they  came  up  with  two  Dutch 
men  of  war,  and  fome  merchant- (hips  of  that  nation.  The 
men  of  war  were  commanded  by  the  captains  Schrijver  and 
Vander-Pocl,  who  finding  themfelves  under  the  wind,  and  therc»- 
Tore  in  no  probability  of  efcaping,  tacked  in  for  the  fhore„  and 
thereby  drew  the  enemy  after  them,  which  faved  the  reft  of  the 
fleet.  The  Dutch  captains  made  a  moft  gallant  and  defperate 
defence^  but  were  at  laft  overpowered  by  numbers,  and  ta- 
ken \ 

*  Barcbet*i  meaioirf,  p»  ^90.  Ol<lmixon't  hiftory  of  the  Smarts,  toI.  i:. 
p.  B^.  Aceoant  in  the  London  Gazette;  Le  Cterc  htiloife  des  proTioces  nnies. 
Come  iii.  p.  416, 

t  It  is  vrry  dringe,  that  even  our  bed  hifforians  (bould  be  fo  tnaccarate  at 
to  tbctr  dates.  Accosding  to  Borcher,  this  eugzgement  happened  on  the  eigh- 
ceeoch  of  June;  according  to  bifbop  Kenner,  it  tntt(k  bvr9  been  the  fixceesth. 
One  would  have  thought  the  former  moft  like  to  be  in  the  right,  on  accjunt  ct 
the  opportunities  giyen  him  by  his  office ;  and  the  rather  in  this  particuUr,  be* 
cauie  I  am  fitisfied  he  copied  Sir  George  Rooke*s  narrative :  and  yet  he  is  sbfo- 
lutely  wrong,  at  apprars  not  only  from  orher  accounts,  but  from  his  own.  The 
manf  uis  de  Quincy  places  this  aAion  on  the  twentyfeventh,  K.  S.  that  is  the 
feventecnth,  and  it  muft  have  happened  on  that  day,  even  according,  to  Bur. 
chei's  account ;  for  he  tells  us,  that  the  day  after  the  engagement  was  Sunday  ; 
now  it  appears  that  the  etgh'eenth  of  June,  i(i93>  fdl  on  n  Sunday;  conrrqtient* 
ly  the  adion  muft  have  happened  on  the  fcventeenth,  and  fo,  indeed.  Sir 
(jreorge  Rooke's  original  account,  and  all  the  papers  of  tbofe  times,  have  it,  as 
hath  alio  the  London  Gazette,  N^.  xSBS.  in  which  the  reader  wil!  find  :he  reU- 
/ion  publiOfsd  by  authority.  Sitf  likewife  the  London  Gazette,  ^:^  £8^3. 
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The  admiral  ftood  ofF  all  nighty  haviiig  a  freOi  gale  at  N.  N! 
W.  and  the  next  morning  found  fifty-four  fbips  about  biui; 
among  i^hich  were,  only  two  Dutch,  and  one  Hamburgher. 
Five  fail  of  the  enemy's  (hips  appeared  to  the  leeward,  and  two 
to  the  windward^  which  laft  dogged  him  all  day.  On  the  nine* 
teenth  Sir  George  Rooke  fent  for  the  officers  of  the  men  of  war; 
and  merchant-fliipSi  on  board,  in  order  to  get  the  beft  account 
he  could  of  the  fiate  they  were  in,  and  td  concert  the  rooli 
proper  meafures  for  fecuring  the  remainder.  In  this  council; 
moft  of  the  officers  prefent  were  for  going  either  to  Liibou,  or 
bearing  away  for  Ireland.  The  admiral,  however^  conHdering 
that  they  had  hot  water  enough  on  board,  to  enable  them  to 
carry  the  laft-mentioned  fcheme  into  execution,  and  having  al(b 
fome  hopes  of  meeting  with  part  of  his  JTcattered  fleet  at  the 
Madeiras,  he  determined  to  fail  thither  ^  which  he  accordingly 
performed  S 

If  the  enemy,  In  executing  this  deiign  of  theirs,  had  (hewed 
the  famt  dexterity  as  in  contriving^  it  is  not  eaiy  to  conceive 
how  any  part  of  the  fleet  of  merchant^men  could  have  been 
faved.  But  whether  their  admirals  made  a  wrong  difpofitioo/ 
or  whether  their  orders  were  but  indifferently  obeyed,  certain  it 
18,  that  they  did  not  flrike  near  fo  heavy  a  blow  as  they  might 
have  done.  Yet  the  mifchief  they  did  was  very  gi^eat,  and  fe- 
verely  felt  both  by  the  EngliQi  and  Dutch  trade.  According  to 
fome  accounts,  befides  four  of  the  largcft  Smyrna  fliips,  which 
M.  Goetlogon  burnt  or  funk  at  Gibraltar,  and  feven  which  he 
tookj  M.  de  Tourvillc  and  the  count- d'Eftrees  took  two  Dutch 
men  of  war,  burnt  a  rich  pinnace,  and  an  Englifh  man  of  war ; 
took  twenty-nine  rherchant-men^  and  deftroyed  about  fifty 
more  *.  The  value  of  the  cargoes^  and  the  men  of  war  toge^- 
tber,  might  amount  to  orie  milUon  fierling,  or  thereabouts i 
whereas  the  French,  if  they  had  taken  the  whole  fleet,  (as, 
confidering  their  prodigious  fuperiority,  they  might  eafily  have 
done)i  muft  have  been  gainers  of  upwards  of  four  millions;  As  it 

u  Burchet's  memoirs,  p.  J  95.  6uraet*t  hiftory  of  hii  own  timet,  vol.  ii. 
p.  116.    Tinders  conttnnaiion  cf  Ripin,  London  Gazette,  ifl^.  &8gj. 

^  Kennrt,  Burnet  j  Im  mere  panicaUrly  the  Prefent  State  of  furope,  for 
the  year  1693. 
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yas;  ihe  loi&  f^l  very  heavy 'upon  us,  without  much  enriching 
them'.  .         : 

The  J>yet>ch- writers  treat  this  affair  as  one  of  the  mod  glori* 
bus^  aAioiis  ef^r  performed  by  dieir  arms  at  lea.  M,  de  Quincy> 
gives  us  a  vet7  cpncife  acci>ui|t  of  the  engagementi  and  theii 
nios  into  ;^  long  detail  of  the  prizes.that  were  takenj  and  of  the 
rich  cargoes  ^ith  which  they  were  laden.  He  feems  to  be.mii^ 
taken  in  m^y  cir^umilance^  i  particularly  in  reporting  our  fqua^ 
dron  to  bate  confifted  of  twcnty^feven  mtn  of  w^r^  and  tbefe, 
too,  he  makes  muf h  larger  Ihips  tha^n  they  were-  Fatho"  Daniel 
informs  us,  that  M.  Toupille  at  firft  apprehended  the  whole, 
confederate  fleet  to  haie  been  ready  to  attack  him }  and,  as  he* 
had  not  yet  joined  count  d'Eftrces,  he  thought  proper  to  detach 
twenty  (ail  of  (tout  (hips  to  fall  upon  fhe  EngUfl),.  in  cafe  t}iey 
proved  the  Smyrt^a  fleet,  and  difpofed  the  refl  of  his  (hips  in 
the  bed  order  poflible  for  fupporting  them.  This,  he  fays,  was 
executed  fa  vigoroully,  that  fixty^  anerchant-^hen  wore  burnt, 
fonk,  6t  run  a-iliore,  and  twenty-feven  taken  7»  .       , . . 

The  diflerent  relsttions  puhlilhcd  at  that  tia>e  , admit  a  great 
ipifmanagement  in, the  French  comniandert ;  fome  of  them 
charge  it  iipon  M»  Tourville,  others  on  M.  Gabarqt  '•  TKe 
truth  feems  to  be,  that  M.  Tourville's  orders  for  ftretching  but 
to  fea^  at  the  beginning  of  the  aftion,  were  not  well  obeyed ; 
lind  that  the  preifing  fo  hard  on  the  two  Dutch  men  of  war, 
and  the  fhips  that  reniained  with,  them,  was  a  faife  ficp  they, 
coultl  neter  afterwat-ds  tecaver.     In  order;  however,  to  hide 

X  T  ground  my  computation  on  the  account  gWen  6f  the  Datch  writers;  for 
notwithflandiog  the  noife  iht»  afTair  made  io  England,  and  its  becoming  after- 
wards, as  the  reader  will  find,  the  fubje^l  of  a  p4rliamentary  inquiry ;  yet  no 
certain  or  eka£l  accottnt  was  evier  publiibed  here. 

7  Thefe  accounts  are  to  he  fouitd  in  the  Hiffaire  Militalre,  tom.  ii.  p.  708. 
and  in  the  Hlftoire  de  la  railicc  Fran^aife,  torn.  ii.  p.  491.  As  to  the  account 
Wken  from  the  memoir^  of  the  count  de  Fo'urbin,  upon  which  ibme  of  our 
writeis  hy  a  great  flrers,  I  qnud  conf^fs  I  do  not  believe  it,  becaufc  I  am  con- 
vinced thbfe  memoirs  are  not  genuine. 

s  I  meet  with  this  in  the  G«k2«ttes  and  Journals  of  thofe  times,  which  fay, 
Hiat  M.  Tourville  threw  the  blame  upon  Gabaret,  as  not  pun^ually  obeying  his 
orders;  as,  on  the  other  hand.  Cabaret  charged  it  on  the  marfhal,  as  not  a£l- 
]og  ifigorouily  enough,  which  rf flexion  is  (*\d  to  have  put  him  upon  expofiqg 
AimTelir  1^  fuch  a  mai\ncr  a*.  M.tlagJ,  as  had  like  to  have  coft  bim  his  life. 
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thdc  miftakes  from  the  eyes  of  the  people  of  Prance,  aiid  f^ 
magnify  the  advantage  gained  to  the  utmoft,  a  pompous  account 
was  printed  at  Toolon,  full  of  very  extraordinary  circiimftan- 
€t8t  and  fwelKng  the  loTs  of  the  EngliOi  and  Dntch  to  the 
amount  of  fizty  millions  of  lirres  ^  that  is,  to  about  three  times 
as  mach  as  it  really  was  *•  The  modefty  and  imparttsriity  of  the 
Dutch  accounts  of  this  unfortonate  affair,  dcferre  particular 
notice.  They  ftate  the  lofs  very  near  as  high  as  the  beft  French 
writers ;  but  at  the  fame  time  they  confefs  it  had  been  much 
greateri  bttt  for  the  prudence  of  Sir  George  Rooke>  on  whofe 
condn£t  they  beftow  fuch  praiies,  as  a  complete  victory  would 
ftarce  have  extorted  from  his  countrymen.  I  am,  however,  in- 
clined to  think  he  deferved  them;  becaufe  even  bifliop  Burnet, 
who  was  no  great  firiend  to  that  admiral,  does  not  pretend  to 
£od  otrt  one  wrong  ftcp  in  this  whole  proceeding*. 

Bat  the  confequences  of  this  engagement  were  no  lefs  fatal 
than  the  a£lion  itfrff ;  for  M.  Tourville,  to  make  amends  for 
letting  fo  great  a  part  of  the  Englifh  fleet  eicape,  refelved  to  do 
his  tttmoft  to  take  or  deflroy  fuch  (hips  ks  bad  retired  into  the 
Spahiih  ports.  With  this  view,  he  came  on  tf&e  twentieth  of 
July  before  Mahga,  and  fent  a'  mefiage  to  the  governor,  that 
(e  had  no  dcfign  to  injure  the  town,  unlci^  they  attempted  to 
defend  the  Engj^  and  Dotcb  (hips ;  in  which  cafe  he  would 
bombard  it.  The  governor  anfwcred,  he  had  the  king  of 
Spain's  orders  to  protcfl  them,  and  therefore,  as  his  duty  re- 
quired, be  would  do  it  to  the  utmoft  of  his  poweA  There 
were  four  Dutch  ihiip»  and  one  £ngli(h  in  the  mole,  which  be 

*  An  eiitrad  of  this  accooot  X  have  fecn  and  read  ^  and  whieb,  ehongh  cal- 
nilared  to  do  hoooar  to  the  French  nation,  docs  in  reality  maeh  more  to  the 
Dutch ;  for  it  if  confcflcd»  thai  eisbteen  French  (hips  had  nuch  ado  to  nafier 
two  of  the  ftarcs  men  of  war. 

b  'tilt  GeuT  da  Mont,  who  then  wrote  a  pofiticat  jmimal  In  Hblland,  gincM 
thii  account  of  the  matter  : 

'^  This  U  certain,  that  they  mified  the  {rcate(^  part  of  the  eonvoy^  and  that 
**  Str  George  Rooke,  upon  rhtt  occafion,  acquired  ihfinicdy  more  honour  than 
^*  thofe  who  commanded  the  French  Aeet.  While  the  one,  though  unable  lo 
**  refid  foch  at  attacked  him,  In  the  mtd(l  of  threatening  dangers,  by  his  pru- 

dcnce,   dexterity,  and  courage,  faved  the  beft  part  of  the  fleet  committed  to 

his  c)farge,  at  a  time  that  ntheri  M*ered  tbemfeWes  to  be  deprtTed»  by  the 

fuperior  (kiTt  of  this  admiral,  of  a  booty,   which»  if  they  could  have  kept, 

ioiiune  put  into  their  hands.*' 
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attacked  with  great  furj^.  The  men  on  board  the  fliipa  made 
a  long  and  gaUant  defencei  eifecially  the  Union  frigatei  which 
the  French  twice  attempted  to  burn,  and  weve  as  often  repiilfed*i 
But  when  it  appeared  a  thing  inpoflible  to  preTerve  the  ihips 
any  loogeri  againft  fo  unequal  a  force»  the  mafters  thonght  pro* 
per  to  bore  holes  and  fink  them^. 

Tb  Cadis  thej  fent  a  Iquadron  of  fourteen  men  of  war^  and 
two  bomb-ketchesi  and  fooa  after  followed  with  the  whole 
fleet.  But  thej  were  able  to  cScSt  little ;  for  the  Englilh  vnd 
Dutch  fhips  immediateiy  retired  out  of  the  road  into  the  porc^ 
where  they  were  fo  wdi  proteOed  by  the  cannon  of  the  piace^* 
that  the  French  were  forced  to  content  themfelres  with  burning 
two  fhips  they  had  intercepted  in  the  road,  and  had  hindered 
Akmh  getting  in  with  the  rcA^.  At  Gibraltar,  after  an  obftif 
nate  defence,  fevcral  rich  ihips  were  burnt  and  funk,  together 
with  a  Dutch  man  of  war.  The  marquis  de  Quincy,  after  re* 
ladng  tkefe  exploits  particularly,  tells  us,  that  marfhal  Tour?i]le 
fent  twenty-four  prises  into  Toulon,  and  compotei  the  whole 
lofi  at  thirty-fix  millions  of  livres,  or  thereabouts  f.  It  is  now 
time  to  return  to  admiral  Rooke,  and  the  care  taken  by  htm  of 
die  remainder  of  the  fleet  of  merchantmen  under  his  prptec* 
tion. 

When  he  formed  a  refolution  of  going  to  the  Madeiras,  he 
ient  home  the  Lark  man  of  war  with  the  new^  of  his  misfor- 
tune, and  tlien  continued  his  courfe  for  thofe  iflands,  where  he 


«  Barcbet*s  ntirA  biAoiy,  p.  4S9.  London  Gaxette,  K*?.  iBpf.  Qniocy 
Iklftplre  mllitatre  de  LmIs  XIV.  ton.  il.  p.  $97*  599.  Mcrcsrc  hiftoiiqne  A^ 
polutqMy  torn.  sv.  p.  33s. 

d  SooM  bav«  condcamed  thii,  is  done  too  haftily ;  b;ii,  wiiboiit  qucflion,  tbe 
next  thing  to  prefervtrg  a  (hip  and  cargo,  it  d^flraying  if  in  time. 

<  According  to  a  Spanifb  M  printed  at  Seville,  the  (hipi  preferred  here  were 
three  Englifb  men  of  war,  fifteen  merchant  men,  two  Dutch  meo  of  war,  de- 
Yes  merchant  (bipa,  three  D^nea,  two  Hamburgberi,  one  Swede,  ooe  Oftender, 
•nd  one  Venetian,  fiarchet  reflect,  notwithftandiog  tbfi,  on  the  goternor  of 
Cadiz;  but,  f*»r  ail  that  lean  find,  without  any  rcafon;  for,  as  to  feoding  M* 
Toorville  fome  fieflj  provifiuos  lor  his  own  table,  1  look  upon  it  as  an  a  A  af 
ctrilitf ,  not  of  treachc  ry. 

r  Tbe  marquis  fleers  in  the  middle.  Maribal  Tourville't  own  account  fays, 
the  maflers  of  the  fhips  that  were  talien,  computed  the  lofs  at  twenty  miilions ; 
ind  the  rdjtion  publilbcd  %y  authority  at  Toulon,  fpeaks  of  Civy  mlUion<. 
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found  at  his  arrival  the  Monk»  captain  Fatrbornei  and  no  Otbec 
Ihips.  After  taking  in  watcff  and  >rhac  dfe  be  had  qccsifioi^ 
for.  there,  on  the  twent7-feyenth  of  Jane  be  failed  for  IreUndy 
andy  on  the  twenty^ninth  of  July  1693,  be  arrived  iafely  at 
Corket  with  about  fifty  fail  of  (hips  of  all  fortSi  men  of  war  and 
merchant-men  **.  Sooa  after  bis  arrival  be  received  orders  from 
the  admirals,  to  fend  fix  of  the  largely  (hips  to  the  fleett  aijd  to 
go  with  the  reft  to  Kingfale.  But  Sir  George,  cpnceiTiag  tha( 
little  fervice  coutd  bp  expc£led  from  the  latter,  becaufe  they 
If  ere  in  a  very  bad  condition,  chole  therefore  to  fend  them  un- 
der the  command  of  captain  Fairbome  to  Kingfale,  and  went 
in  perfon  with  the  fix  men  of  war  to  the  fleet  I,  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  which,  from  the  time  of  Sir  George  RooW^  departure, 
we  are  next  to  fpeak,  though  that  is  both  a  difficult  and  uoplear 
fant  fubjc^.       ' 

The  flag-officers  held  a  council  of  wsir  on  the  ninth  of  July« 
in  which  it  was  refolved  to  fail  forty  leagues  S.  W.  <tf  Uihant, 
and  there  to  confider  what  would  be  the  next  gonyenient  ftep 
jFor  intercepting  the  enemy'^  fleet  in  their  return  from  (he  Medi- 
terranean. In  purfuance  of  this  refolution,  they  put  to  fea  two 
days  after  ;  but  were  ifo  terribly  ruffied  by  A  ftorm,^  that  they 
were  forced  to  return  into  Torbay.  ypon  the  feventeenth,  the; 
wind  proving  fair,  they  put  tp  fea  again,  apd  proceeded  to  their 
intended  (lation,  from  whence  they  fent  out  light  (hips  in  fearct| 
of  Sir  George  {looke,  and  t9  cruize  on  the  Spanidi  coai^,  ii^ 
order  to  get  fonie  intelligence  of  the  enemy.  The  former  car- 
ried the  orders  we  have  before-mentioned  to  the  admiral;  but 
the  latter  were  not  fo  lucky  as  to  give  any  light  into  the  pro* 
ccedings  of  the  French  fleet  ^. 

While  things  were  in  this  condition,  an  accident  happened 

which  might  have  been  attended  with  very  ill  confequences. 

'.        •        'I  •■'I.,..*'  'I 

9  Burcbei*s  memoirs,  p.  ig6. 

h  The  fieur  de  Mont,  in  his  mem'>ir$  for  the  momh  of  AogiiO,  *<S.9J»  'ayS 
i'r  George  Rooke  arrived  with  twelve  fail  ot*  Engliih  and  Dutch  men  of  w«r»' 
and  between  fortjr  and  Afty  fail  of  merchant  (hips.  Sa  alfo  (he  Londoa  Ga* 
"r!!cs,  N°.  1894,  a395» 

i  Barchet't  memoirs,  .p,  xp(S,  197.  B-irnet^s  hiAory  of  his  own  tiates,  Tol. 
ii.  p.  116.'^  Pieient  Hate  of  Europe  for  AuguQ,  16^3,  p.  298.  k  Bur- 

cn^i's  fiaT*]  hillor)',  p.  4)c.  *  '    '  * 
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Pur  fleet  bad  failed  when  they  were  very  indifferently  furnifhed 
yrith  provifions,  upon  a  promife  tixat  thefe  (houkl  be  immediate^ 
Ij  fisnt  after  theoi*  lt\  the  beginning  of  the  month  of  Auguftt 
fifty  vefleia,  l^^en  with  protifions,  proceeded  from  the  riter  of  , 
Thames  in  queft  pf  the  fleet,  under  the  convoy  of  two  E^glifli 
^ad  five  Dutch  men  of  war :  but  the  fleet  being  forced  from 
their  ftatioo«  they  not  only  mifled  them,  but  loft  tbeir  convoy* 
They  met,  bpwever,  ivjth  Sir  George  Rooke's  fquadron,  in  its 
paflTage  from  ^ingfale,  an^  he  brought  tbem  fafe  to  the  fleet  on 
|he  fixte^nth  of  Aqguft  ^ ;  and  on  the  twentyrfifth  of  the  fame 
9M)nth  they  had  orders  to  return  to  St.  Helen'^i  where  they  put 
the  four  regiments,  that  had  been  on  board  the  whole  fummer, 
on  fliorc  ^  and  then  the  fleet  was  difperfed,  haying  done  as  little 
for  the  honQur  qf  the  £ngli(h  natioHj  as  any  fleet  that  ever  waa 
fitted  out  ™. 

On  the  nineteenth  of  September  1693,  ^^teen  Dutch  fliips  of 
the  line  of  battle,  and  two  frigates,  were  ordered  by  his  majefhr 
to  Hqllaqd ;  and  tHKeoty-fix  men  of  war,  and  feven  fire*fliips, 
were  afligned  for  the  winter  guard  °,  which  it  was  then  thought 
would  bare  put  an  end  to  the  military  opcratioos  of  this  year ; 
^at  it  ipqn  after  appeared,  that  there  was  yet  a  fecret  expedition 
to  be  attempted,  in  order  tp  foften  a  little  the  joy  of  the  French 
fot  haying  taken  the  Smyrna  fleets 

On  the.  thirteenth  of  November,  commodore  Benbow,  in 
conjunction  with  captain  Philips,  the  engineer,  with  a  fquadron 
of  twelve  men  of  war,  four  bomb-veiTcU,  and  ten  brigantines 
and  wcIUboats,  failed  for  St.  Maloe's,  where  they  arrived  01^ 
the  fixteenth,  and  about  four  in  the  aftcrnooij  anchored  before 
Quince-fort.  Three  of  the  bomb-yeflels,  with  the  brigantines 
4nd  weU-boats,  bore  in,  and  anchored  within  half  a  mile  of  the 
town.  About  eleven  they  began  to  fire,  and  continued  firing 
till  four  in  the  morning,  when  they  were  conftrained  to  warp, 
to  prevent  grounding.     On  the  feyenteenth  they  went  in  again, 

• 

and  threw  feyenty  bombs  that  day.     They  continued  firing  on 

K  London  Gazette,  N*'.  2898.     Mercore  hiflorlque  8c  prlitiqae,  torn.  xv.  p«, 
341.     Memoirs  of  admiral  Rooke.  ">  Loodon  Gazette,  N^.  2902.    Bur- 

netii biftory  of  his  own  times,  vot.  ii.  p,  xi6,  '     ^  Barcne;'i  memoirs, 

p.  aoi.  ^  It  is  remarkable  that  this  is  not  fo  much  as  mentioned  by 

iicactary  Bnrthet.  '  See  the  prcl'cQt  (late  of  Europe  fjr  iCp^,  p.  404. 

the 
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the  eighteenth^  but  with  £requent  iotermiffions,  which  made 
the  inhabitants  believe  they  were  about  to  withdraw :  kowerer^ 
they  landed  on  an  ifland  near  the  town,  and  burnt  a  cooTent. 
On  the  nineteenthi  being  Sunday,  they  lay  ftiU  till  the  evenings 
when,  by  the  favour  of  a  frefh  gale  of  wind,  a  ftrong  tide,  and 
a  very  dark  night,  they  fent  in  an  extraordinary  fire^fhip',  of 
about  three  hundred  tons  burden,  (which  the  French  will 
have  to  be  a  monftrous  machine),  and  which  waa  intended 
to  have  reduced  the  town  to  afties;  and  indeed  would  have 
done  it,  but  for  an  unforefeen  accident,  for  (he  ftruck  Upon  a 
rock,  within  piftoUfiiot  of  the  place  where  they  intended  to 
have  moored  her. 

The  engineer,  who  was  on  board,  did  all  he  could  to  get  her 
off,  but  to  no  purpofe.  At  laft,  finding  the  veflcl  begin  to 
open,  and  fearing  (he  might  fink,  he  fet  fire  to  hen  The  fea- 
water,  which  had  penetrated  in  many  places,  prevented  the  car- 
cafles  firom  taking  fire.  The  explofion,  however,  was  terrible 
beyond  defcription ;  it  (hook  the  whole  town  like  aa  earth- 
quake, broke  all  glafs  and  earthen  ware  for  three  leagues 
round,  and  ftruck  off  the  roofs  of  three  hundred  houfes.  The 
moft  extraordinary  thing  of  all  was  this,  that  the  capftem  of 
the  veflel,  which  weighed  two  hundred  weight,  vraa  carried 
over  the  walls,  and  beat  a  houfe  it  fell  upon  down  to  the 
ground^.    The  greateft  part  of  the  walls  towards  the  fea  fell 

dowa 

P  t  take  tbefe  ptrticiibri  from  commolore  Benbov^s  accoont.  Set  Lvndon 
Gitextff  K<>.  a9&7.  Mercure  hiftoriqac  Ac  politiqae,  torn.  xv.  p.  669,  KoiatCi 
complete  biftory  of  England,  vul.  iii.  p,  661. 

4  The  Freneh  vricers  fay,  that  this  waf  one  of  tbofe  dreadful  mtchloet  OyUd 
fnferfiflk  ;  which  the  Dutch  made  ufe  of  todcOroy  the  bridge -orer  the  Seheldt« 
when  die  prance  of  P^rma  feizcd  Antwerp,  id  the  year  158s.  The  reader  mVJk 
perciif c,  by  the  foUowino  defcription,  that  it  was  in  fw€t  a  fiiie-fhip,  contrived  to 
operate  when  moored  clufe  to  the  town  waitt.  It  was  a  new  (hip  of  aboat  three 
httitdred,  or,  *%  M.  de  Qnincy  fayt,  three  hundred  and  fifty  tons.  At  tbe  bor* 
torn  of  the  hold  were  a  buitdred  barrels  of  powder  $  thefc  were  covenfd  witfa 
pitch,  fnlphar,  roAn,  tow,  (haw,  and  faggots;  over  which  lay  beams  bored 
through,  to  give  air  to  the  fire;  and  upon  thcfe  L«y  three  handred  <«rca(]e<  filled 
wiih  grenadocs,  chain-fhot,  iron  bullets,  piOols  loaded,  and  wrapt  In  linen 
pitched,  broken  iron  bars,  and  the  bottoms  of  gbfs  bottles.  There  were  Cji 
hoh;  or  mouths,  to  let  ont  the  flamer,  which  were  (o  vehement,  as  to  confume 
rhc  hardeft  fub^ances;  and  could  be  checked  by  nothing  but  the  p'^oriog  in  of 
hoi  w«tcr.    The  Fier.ch  report,  that  the  cnj^iueer,  who  contrived  this  tci!?!. 
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Jtcmn  alfe;  atid  if  xhtte  had  been  a  fiii&cient  number  of  land-^ 
troops  on  boanS,  the  place  might  with  eafe  have  been  taken 
:ind  pillaged.  As  it  was,  they  demptiflied  Quince-fort,  carried 
off*  eighty  prifoners,  and  frightened  hioft  of  the  people  out  of 
the  town.  This  expedition  was  well  timed,  and  well  executed* 
It  ftruck  a  panic  into  the  inhabittots  of  St.  Maloe's,  whence 
the  moft  IrouUefome  of  the  French  privateers  were  fitted  our, 
and  it  ferved  to  awake  that  whole  nation  from  their  golden 
dreams  of  the  empire  of  ihc  fea,  by  fliewing  them  what  ^  very 
fmall  fquadron  of  Englifli  ihips  could  do,  when  commanded  by 
men  tif  refolntion  and  experience. 

The  king  returned  to  England  in  the  latter  end  of  the  month 
of  Odober,  1693,  under  the  eicort  of  a  fmall  fqaadron  of 
anen  of  war,  commanded  by  rear-admiral  Mitchel^  On  the 
fixth  of  November,  his  majeily  declared  his  refolution  to  em- 
ploy admirsd  Ruflel  the  next  year  SR  fe^'.  On  the  feventh  the 
parliament  met,  and  his  maje(ly  opened  the  feflions  with  a 
ipeech%  which  began  thus:  <<  I  am  always  glad  to  meet  you 
<*  here,  and  I  could  heartily  wifh  that  our  fatisfaAion  were  not 
«  le£*ened  at  prefent,  by  rcfleAing  upon  the  difad  vantages  we 
*<  have  received  this  year  at  land,  and  the  mifcarriages  in  our 
<^  aHairs  at  fea.  I  think  it  is  evident,  that  the  former  were 
«*  only  occafioned  by  the  great  number  of  our  enemies/which 
<<  exceeded  ours  hi  all  places.  For  what  relates  to  the  latter, 
**  which  has  brought  fo  great  a  difgrace  .upon  the  nation,  I 
«*  have  refented  it  extremely «;  and,  as  I  will  take  care  that 

"  thofe 

was  blown  up  ta  h«r;  becaafr  ihey  ftnnd  ih«  body  of  a  mtn»  wdt  drtfled,  upon 
the  (bore,  and  in  kit  pocket-book  a  jpimul  of  the  expediiioD.  He  was,  however, 
only  a  mate  co  ooe  of  the  vedela. 

^  Londiiii  Gizifte,  >P.  1919.  Mercore  Kiftortqac  &  pci:tfque,  tom.  iv.  p. 
%%9*  *  KttmcCt  biftory  of  Eftslaml,  vol.  iii.  p,  6$t.    fiurnec*a  hiftery 

ofhtf  own  timet,  vol.  ii.  p.  113.     Londoo  Gazette,  N^.  2911. 

c  London  Gazette,  N*'.  apii. 

^  'There  had  been  an  mqntry  fet  on  foot  before  the  connril,  as  appeait  from 
the  following  notice,  printed  in  the  London  Gazette,    OAober  x6th,  1693, 

m®.  1917. 

*'  Whereas  a  report  had  been  ralfed,  and  fpread,  by  Henry  Killegrcw,  Efq; 
*'  Sir  Ralph  Deitval,  and  Sir  Cloodefley  Shovel,  admSrala  of  their  majeflieft 
*'  fleet,  that  the  right  honourable  the  lord  vifcoont  Falkland,  one  of  the  lorda  of 
**  iheir  snajc(Kcsmoft  honoarab!e  privf  council,  (he  was  alfo  at  the  bead  of  the 

'*  adi&irahy), 


\ 
I 
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**  thcfe  wl\0  have  not  dooye  their:  dutf  OiaH  be  poniflied»  fo  x 
<<  am  refolved  td  iife  my  utmoH:  endeavour?  that  odr  power^at 
^  Tea  may  be  rightly  nvanaged  for  the  future.  And  it  may  well 
«<  dcferve  your  conlklerationy  whether  we  are  not  defcftiv^ 
<<  both  in  the  number  of  our  (bippiog,  and.  in  proper  pons  t6 
<<  the  veftward,  for  the  better  annoying  our  enemies  and  pro- 
<<  te£Upg  our  trade)  whi^h  is  fo  eflential  to  the  welfate  of -this 
^  kingdom/'  Upon  this,  the  houfe  of  commoBs  came  nnam- 
moufly  to  a  refolution,  that  they  would  fupport  their  majei^ies 
and  their  gpvernment>  inquire  into  the  mtfi:arriages  of  the  fleet 
in  the  preceding  fummer,  and  confider  of  all  poffible  ways  and 
means,  for  conferving  the  trade  of  thef^nation^  .;• 

The  faoufe  of  commonsf  to  (hew  they  were  in  camcft,  exa* 
mined  all  the  admirals  ftrifiUy,  particularly  Sir  George  Kcoke^ 
though  be  was  fo  ill  as  to  be  fcarce  able  to  fpeak,  A6d  withal 
fo  lame  of  the  gout^  that  a  chair  was  fet  fof  him  at  the  bar  of 
the  houfe.  On  the  feventeenth  of  November  they  came  to  a 
refolutiooy  *^  That,  upon  examination  of  the  mifcarriege  of  the 
<<  fleeti  this  houfe  is  of  opinion,  that  there  hath  been  a  noto^* 
*«  rious  and  treacherous  mifmanagement  in  that  affair.*'  Ycr^ 
afterwards,  a  negative  was  put  on  a  refolution  to  cenfure  ihci 
admirals  commanding  in  chief;  and  fo,  by  dtgrees^  after  much 
noife  and  clamour,  the  matter  blew  over. 

Two  circumftaaces  contributed  principally  to  their  fafety ;  the 
£r{l  was,  that  it  could  not  be  made  clear  to  the  houfe,  that  the 
admirals  had  informaltioo  of  the  Brcft  fquadron's  putting  to  fea 
on  the 'I  ith  of  May,  though  it  was  evident  that  fuch  advice  had 
been  given  to  the  privy-council  j  the  fccond,  that  the  lord  Falk- 
land, who  was  very  adlive  in  this  profecution  of  the  admtriits; 
fell  under  the  difpleafure  of  the  houfe  for  vei^  indireft  J>faftices 
in  relation  to  the  navy;  which  gave  the  more  offence,  becaufe 
he  was  at  that  time  ilrfl  commiflioner  of  the  admiralty.     Upon 


**  adm:FaUy)|i)i^,  opnn  rsadtng  a  paper  at  the  board*  ftifle  fomething  thtt  vis 
**  material  (o  their  juf^ificacion ;  the  lords  of  the  council,  having  canCdere4 
'*  and  examined  into  the  matter,  are  farisficd,  and  do  declare,  that  the  report 
*'  if  fdlfe  find  fcanU-^lou^.  Although,  vpon  the  faid  examination,  it  did  alio  ^p- 
**  pc4T^  that  fomething  h<*ppened  which  might  miflead  Jthe  admirals  into  chat  er> 
**  ror.    And  il  is  ordered  in  couucil,  that  this,  he  printed  and  |>ttbliftitd  io  tKi 

the 
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th^  wb6Ie>  regard  to.  truth  obliges  inc  to.  fay,  that  there  was 
enough  doi^e  ikv  this  affair  to  irritate  and  inflame,  and  very  little 
to  calm  or  fa^isfy  the  nation ;  ^rhich  l^A,  however,  ought  to  be 
the  end  of  all  parliatncntary  ih<|uiries^» 

But^  notwitbftanding  the  admirals  efcaped,  yet  many  things 
were  }aid  open  in  the  houfe  of.  Commons,  which  refleAed  ex- 
Itremely  on  jthe.  roanagernent  of  the  navy.  It  appeared,,  particu- 
larly, that  the  fum  of  19036,415.1.  was  due  for  feamen's  wages. 
This  Ariick  the  Jioufe  with  aftonifliment,  and  accounted  at  the 

r  •  •        • 

fame  time  very  fully  for  the  backwardhcTs  of  the  fai^ilor^  in  enter- 
ing into  the  public  fervice.  To  provide  a  remedy  for  fo  great  an 
6vil,  and  to  encourage  the  feamen  for  the  futurcj  the  commons 
voted  506,000 1. .  towards  the  difcharge  of  the  debt,  and 
l^ooo^ooo  1.  for  the  fervibe  of  the  fleeti  that  his  majefiy  might 


'K- 


«< 
C< 


^  'What  bifliop  Burnet  fayi  ofi  this  fabjeA  ii  fp  conclfc*  and  at  the  fame  time 
fe  ftroog,  and  to  the  parpofe,  that  I  think  noyfelf  obliged  to  lay  it  before  the 
reader  for  hit  farther  information : 

f  **  The  iniqoiry  into  the  eonduA  at  fet^  ptrticnUrlf  with  relation  to  the  Soyrna 
"  fleet,  took  ap  n^'uch  time,  and  held  long;  Great  exceptions  were  taken  ta 
V  the  ipnany  dclayc,  by  .which  it  feemcd  a  train  was  laid,  that  they  flionld  not 
<*  get  out  of  onr  ports,  till  the  French  were  ready  to  ly  in  their  way,  and  inter- 
**  cept  them.  Our  want  of  intelligence  ivas  ^och  complained  of;  the  tnftmc- 
f*  tbna,  that  the  admirals  who  commanded  the  fleet  hid  received  from  the  cabi* 
net-cooncil,  pere  thought  |ll  giyen',  and  yet  worfe  executed.  Their  orders 
ieemed  weakly  drawn,  ambiguous,  and  defeAive:  nor  had  they  fliewed  any 
y  zeal  in  doing  more  than  ftriAly  to  obey  fuch  orders  j  they  had  yery  cautloufly 
**  Kept  within  them,  and  had  been  Tery  carefiil  oeyer  to  exceed  them  in  a  tittle. 
f  *  They  had  nfed  no  diligence  to  get  certain  information  concerning  the  French 
y  fleet,  whether  ft  was  (till  in  Bred,  or  had  failed  out.  But  in  that  important 
*'  matter  they  had  trufted  general  and  uncertain  reports  too  eafily.  Nor  had 
'^  they  failed  far  enovgh  with  kooke  to  fee  him  pad  danger.  To  all  this  their 
**  anfwer  was,  th4t  they  had  obferVed  their  orders  t  they  had  reafoo  to  think  the 
f*  French  were  dill  in  Breft  $  that  therefore  it  was  not  fafe  to  fail  too  far  from 
'<  the  coad  of  England,  when  they  had,  as  they  nnderdood,  ground  to  believe, 
'*  that  they  bad  left  behind  thein  a  great  naval  force,  which  might  make  an  im- 
**  prefHon  on  our  coad,  when  they  were  at  too  great  a  didance  from  it.  The 
*■  ^tting  certain  intelligence  from  Bred  was  reprefented  as  impraAicable.  They 
"  bad  many  fpecieus  things  to  fay  in  their  own  defence,  and  many  friends  to 
«*  fopport  them  s  for  It  was  now  the  bufinefs  of  one  party  to  accnle,  and  of  an- 
'■  other  to  jodify  their  conduA.  Tn  concluflon,  there  was  not  ground  fufficicnt 
'■  to  condemn  the  admirals,  fince  they  had  followed  their  indruAiops :  fo  a  vote 
**  padcxl  in  their  favour." 

Vol.  ii.  3  D  be 
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be  able  to  perform  the  promife  he  had  made  them  of  taking 
care  that  things  fhould  go  next  year  better  at  Tea  \  His  majei^y 
»Mb  made  (cveral  changes  in  the  mtniftiyt  which  gave  great  fa- 
tisfa£tion  ;  for  the  late  inqoiries  had  suute  it  erident,  that  the 
dependents  on  feme  great  men  were  principally  concerned  in  gi- 
ving information  to  the  French  of  all  our  motions :  a  conduA 
which,  howerer  coloured  or  clouded,  was  a  moft  gro6  and 
glaring  treaibn  againS  their  country,  fuch  as  ought  to  have 
drawn  upon  them  the  fevereft  punifliments  white  Kving,  and 
which  deferves  to  be  tranAnitted  tapoftcrity  with.a  proper  note 
of  infamy,  to  prevent  like  prafUces  in  fuccetdiog  times. 

Before  we  fpeak  of  the  naval  operations  of  the  year  1694,  it 
will  be  necei&ry  to  give  fome  account  of  the  fending  Sir  Francis 
Wheeler  with  his  {quadron  into  the  Mediterranean,  as  that  was 
t  mcafure  not  only  concerted,  but  executed  in  the  preceding 
year,  though  its  being  altogether  independent  of  other  afiairs 
made  it  not  fb  proper  to  mention  it  before.  The  great  How  the 
Englifli  and  Dutch  commerce  had  received  there  by  the  inter- 
cepting the  Smyrna  fleet,  and  the  danger  there  was  in  leaving 
the  remains  of  that  fleet  any  longer  in  Spani&  harbours,  enga-r 
ged'  the  board  of  admiralty  to  fend  their  orders  for  Sir  Francis 
Wheeler  to  proceed  with  a  fquadron  of  twenty-five  meiv  of  war 
«nd  frigate,,  in  conjun^ion  with  a  Dutch  vice-admiral  and  hh 
fquadron,  to  the  Mediterranean,  where  he  had  inftru^ions  to 
ufe  his  utmoft  endeavour  to  procure  the  fafe  return  of  the  platc- 
ilcet  into  Cadiz  •,  then  he  was  to  leave  a  fufficient  convoy  for 
bringing  home  the  (biip^  In  that  port  to  England :  he  was  next  to 
convoy  the  Turkey  fhips  as  far  as  the  channel  of  Malta  -j  then,  in 
€onjan£Uon  with  the  Spanifb  fleet,  he  was  to  annoy  the  enemy'^ 
trade,  till  be  judged  his  deuched  ihips  were  about  to  return,  andt 
after  joining  them  at  the  appointed  place  of  rendezvous,^  he  was 
to  bring  back  with  him  all  the  merchant-(hips  ready  to  iail  from 
any  of  the  ports  iu  the  Streightsy  or  from  Cadiz  ^ 

On 

<  Kenneth  hiftory  of  England,  vol.  ili.  p.  6f8,  €s9»  The  ^tcfent  Hate  of 
Europe  for  November  1691,  P*  448.     Chandler*!  debate^  vol.  K«  p.  418,  4^0. 

y  Thefe  inftruAloas  may  be  fourd  at  large  in  Bardlet*!  memoirf,  p.  aoi.  and 
are  Indirputably  chofe  given  Co  the  adtnirai,  Bnt  the  French  publifhed  abundance 

o# 
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On  the  ayth  of  November,  in  purfuance  of  thefe  inftru&ioos^ 
he  failed,  and  on  the  4tli  of  December  fent  the  ihips  bound  to 
Oporto  tbitber  nnikr  a  convoy>  as  two  dajs  after  be  did  thofe 
bound  for  Liibon  and  St.  Ubes;  and,  having  hj  his  vigilance 
prevented  a  defign  of  the  Frencb  to  intercept  part  of  the  mer-. 
chant  (hips  under  his  convoy,  he  arrived  on  the  19th  of  January 
in  the  hay  of  Cadiz,  having  loft  company  in  his  paflage  witl^ 
enly  one  of  a  hundred  and  iixty^five  ftiips  which  failed  with  him 
firom  England  *.  So  h^ppj  was  the  beginning  of  an  expedition^ 
which  proved  afterwards  fo  unfortunate  I 

On  the  admirals  arriving  at  Cadiz*  he  found  the  Spanift  fleet 
in  no  coaiiMn  to  fail,  but  had  the  fatisfadtion  of  iinding  the 
flota  fafeiymrrived'.  On  the  25tb  of  January  rear»admiral  Ne- 
ville joined  him  with  the  &ips  he  had  ordered  to  cruize  off  Cape 
St.  Vincent,  together  wkh  the  detached  convoys  which  the 
French  in  vain  had  endeavoured  to  intercept*  Sir  Francis  Wheclr 
CTy  upon  this,  appointed  a  fquadron  of  four  Engliih  and  as  many 
X>utch  menof  war,  with  a  fire* (kip,  under  the  command  of  vicet 
admiral  Hopfon^  to  bring  home  the  merchant-fliips  that  were 
ready,  and  oa  the  loth  of  February  failed  with  the  reft  of  the 
£)tiadron  to  eiecutc  the  remaining  part  of  his  inftrucUons.  On 
the  17th  of  the  fame 'month,  being  off  the  bay  of  Gibraltar,  and 
having  been  driven  out  of  the  Streights-moutb,  he  met  with  a 
ftorm,  which  increafed  till  the  19th  in  the  mc^-ning,  when  the 
admiral,  feeing  the  Gut,  ftood  away  for  it,  and  made  a  proper 
fignal  to  the  reft  of  the  fleet,  and  was  followed  by  vice-admiral 
Cailemberg,  who  firft  faw  ms  fignal,  and  other  fliips.  But  they, 
having  the  bay  of  Gibraltar  open,  and  in  all  probability  mifta? 
king  it  for  the  ftreights-mouth,  put  in  there,  which  occafioned 
their  unhappy  misfortune ;  for  it  being  a  lee  ihore,  foul  ground^ 
and  their  fails  flying  into  the  air,  they  were  forced  to  let  go  their 


of  flrange  (loriet  about  Sir  Francis  Wbceler't  commiflion,  foch  at  that  he  intend- 
ed to  bombaH  Genoa,  in  order  to  force  that  republic  to  comply  with  the  de* 
mandt  of  the  king  of  Spain ;  that  be  had  vlewt  on  the  Pope's  territories,  and 
ithaTcver  cUe  (hey  thought  might  contribute  to  inccnfing  the  lulitq  princes. 

s  See  the  prefent  flate  of  Europe  for  January,  16^4.  ^  fi,ord)et*ft 

memoir Sy  p.  a 06. 
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anchors,  of  which  many  were  \oA,  moft  of  their  cables  {poitec^ 
and  feveral  of  their  (hips  run  on  fliore^. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Suiiex,*oa  board 'which  the  admiral  was, 
foundered  at'fea,  and  himfelf,  with  all  his  crew,  to  the  nombeif 
of  five  hundred  and  fifty  were  loft,  only  two  Turks  efcainng. 
The  admirars  body  was  foon  after  found  on  a  fand*bank,  in  h& 
ihirt  and  flippers :  it  was  gucfled  from  thence,  that,  feeihg  the 
fliip  about  to  fink,  he  intehded  to  have  thrown  himielf  into  die 
£»,  and  attempt  to  fave  hlmfelf  by  fwimmtng^.  The  whde 
fquadron  fuffered  extremely,  and  were  obliged  to  remain,  by 
ccmtrary  wiiids,  a  long  time  at  Gibraltar,  and  at  length,  in'the 
beginning  of  May,  failed  for  Cadiz  4.  In  the  me««ii|iaie  vice- 
admiral  Hopfon,  in  purfuance  of  the  orders  beft>re-4n«bitioned9 
failed  with  the  homeward-bound  Ihips,  and  arrived  fafely  off  the 
Lizard  on  the  5th  of  April,  1694*.    ' 

We  have  befdre  obfefved,  one  of  the  firft  fteps  taken  by  king 
William  after  his  return  Trbm  Flanders,  and  hii  heauring  of  tbd 
unfortunate  affair  of  the  Smyrna  fleet,  was  ^e  appointhig  Ed-* 
ward  Rufltl,  £fq;  admiral  and  commander  in  chief  of  the  fleet 
which  fliould  put  to  fea  the  next  fpring.  As  a  farther  teftimoBy 
of  his  majefty's  confidence  in  that  great  man,  he  direded  a  new 
commii^on  of  admiralty,  wherein  Edward  Rufiel,  Efq;  Sir  Joba 

^  The  parcicttlari  of  this  misfortune  may  be  feen  in  the  fol|bw|Rj  lift : 

*                                                                                            '          ^  Men. 
The  Cambridge,  a  (hip  of  70  guoj,  run  lihore  ibout  four  in  the") 

morntngi  and  loft,         ••-■.-'•..       '         >  *•* 

The  Lomley  Cadle,  loO,                 -                  .                    •'  I3» 

The  bcrpenc  bomb-vcnci,'  foundered,               -'               •             •  is 

The  Wiiiiiim  ketch,  ran  aCiore,                -                •                    -  15 

The  Mary  ketch,  foundered,               -                -       .          -              -  1^ 
The  Great  George, 'a  Tin  key  (hip,  lo(t,                -             ^             'J© 

The  Aleppo  Fa^or,  lo(»,  •              -      •          .                •             •  2 

The  Gtldcn  Frigate  of  Venice,  UQ,                -                -                •  aj 

The  Berk  rtiirc,  a  Turkey  (hip,                  •                 •                  -  H 

The  Irtdian  Merchant,  a  Turkey  (hip,                •                -         "       •  < 

The  Wiili^ro,  for  Leghorn,  lo(^,  •  -  ^  a 

^     ,, 

-c  We  have  federal  accounts  of  this  In  the  Gazettes;  and  his  body  was  after. 
>*-a!(is  embalmed,  and  fcnt  into  England. 

""  d  Kennel's  complete  hiAory  of  England,  vol.  iii.  p.  66 1,   Life  of  K.  Williara, 
p.  37  3-     C'/Iumna  rodiata,  p.^^^.  ^  Bu rebel's  oaval  hiftory,  p.  494*  495-* 
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{iOiRther,  Henry  Prieftman,  Efq^  Robert  Au(len>  Efq;  Sir  Ro* 
pert  Ricb»  Sir  George  Rook;e,  amd  Sir  John  Hoblon,  were  in-> 
fliuledf.  The  coimnand  of  the  fleet  being  thus  provided  for, 
the  next  thing  was^  to  fix  on  fucl^  defigns  as  were  proper  for  re« 
fricying  the  glory  of  the  £ngli0i  arms,  and  blotting  out  the  me- 
mory of  the  uafortttnate  accidents  that  had  lately  happened.  In 
the  firft  place  it  was  refolved,  that  a  formidable  defcent  fliould  bo 
a&ually  made  on  the  French  coaft,  in  order  to  cSc€t  what  had 
^ea  long  ago  propofed,  the  erefting  a  for.t  on  a  certain  pro- 
montory near  Breft,  which  (hould  command  the  haven,  and  en- 
tirely preyent  thp  afiembling,  as  the  French  were  wont  to  do, 
|heir  grand  fleets  there  ^.  It  was  alio  judged  requifite  to  fend  a 
ftrong  fleet  into  the  Mediterranean,  as  well  to  fucconr  the  king 
of  Spain,  whofe  affairs  were  much  diftrefied  by  the  r  rench  na- 
yal  power,  as  to  prevent  the  Toulon  fquadron  from  coming  into 
the  ocean,  and  hindering  the  French  thereby  from  making  any 
iigure  this  year  at  iea  K  In  order  to  accomplifli  thefe  fchemes, 
tH  imaginable  pains  were  ta)!;en,  a^d  no  expence  (pared,  either 
ki  England  or  Holland,  to  fit  out  a  more  numerous  fleet,  and 
to  fend  it  earlier  to  fea,  than  in  any  yes^r  fince  the  war  began. 

On  the  I  ft  of  May  admiral  Ruflbl  took  the  command  of  the 
fleet  at  St.  Helen'^,  which  confided  of  fifty-two  Englifh  and 
forty-one  Dutch  ihips  of  the  line,  befides  frigates,  fire-fhips, 
^nd  other  fmaller  vefi*els.  On  the  3d  the  admiral  failed  with  the 
grand  fleet^  leayii\g  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel  with  a  ftrong  fqua- 
dron at  Portfmouth,  in  order  to  embark  the  land  forces.  On 
^he  9th,  being  fifteen  leagues  S.  S.  W.  of  the  Lizard,  the  ad* 
miral  was  informed  by  the  captain  of  a  Swedifli  (hip,  that  there 
\aj  in  Bertaume-bay  a  fleet  of  f'rench  merchantmen,  bound  to 
the  eaftward;  upou  which  he  immediately  detached  captain 
Fritchard  in  the  Monmouth,  together  with  the  Refolution  and 
the  Roebuck  firc-ihips,  with  orders  either  to  take  or  deftroy 
them.  Accordingly,  oh  the  loth,  as  foon  as  it  was  light,  they 
made  the  French  ihore  about  feven  miles  from  the  fleet,  and  by 
five  o'clock  they  faw  feveral  ihips  behind  a  point  of  land  near 

f  See  the  prefenc  ftateDf  Europe  for  Mays  i^94>  P*  ^^^«  '  Hid.  mill* 

Caire.    P.  Daniel.  Memoirs  do  cemps.   Boroct*»  biflory  of  his  own  times,  vol.  it. 
p.  ix9«  130.  b  Kennel's  hi flory  of  England,  vol.  iii.  p.  664,     Life  of  king 

WiUiam,  p«  376.    OlJmixou's  biftory  of  ihe  Stuarts,  vol,  ii.  p.  9s, 
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Conquet-bay,  whichi  npcm  a  fignal  given  from  one  of  their 
fcouts,  immediately  put  to  Tea.  In  the  mean  time  captain  Prit* 
chard  purfaed  the  man  of  war  that  waa  their  cocivoy,  and  farced 
her  to  haul  in  with  the  ihore,  and  run  againft  the  rocks  under 
the  outermoft  caftle ;  and  this  man  of  war  proycd  to  be  the  Jer<« 
fey  frigate>  which  the  enemy  had  taken  from  us  in  the  Weft-In« 
dies,  and  which  foon  after  blew  up^  and  with  her  two  fiocps  of 
between  ten  and  fixteen  guns.  The  merchant -^ihipa  were  in  aU 
about  fifty-five  fail,  of  which  thirty-five  were  burnt  or  funk, 
twenty-five  in  Whitcfand-bay,  four  on  the  feuth  fide  of  the  potnt 
of  the  bay,  and  fix  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Conquet,  their  lading 
being  for  the  mofl:  part  f;dt,  wine,  and  brandy.  Some  few  days 
after,  two  other  fliips  took  and  deftroyed  feventeen  French  vci^ 
fels  laden  ^itb  corn  and  other  provifions  K 

The  admiral  returned  back  again  to  St.  Helen's  by  that  time 
he  judged  that  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel  could  have  executed  the 
orders  he  had  left  with  him ;  and  finding  the  knd-fbrceB  com* 
pletely  embarked,  and  every  thing  ready,  he  &xled  with  the 
whole  fleet  on  the  29th  of  May,-  having  before  given  the  necef. 
fary  dire^ions  hr  the  feparattng,  at  a  proper  ftation,  of  the  £qua-* 
dron  that  was  intended  for  the  Breft  expedition^  and  which  was 
to  be  commanded  by  the  lord  Berkley  K  On  the  laft  day  of  the 
month,  at  nine  in  the  morning,  a  council  of  war  was  held  on 
board  the  Brttannia,  at  which  were  prefent  the  following  perfons, 
viz.  Edward  Rufifel,  Eiq;  admiral  of  the  fleet,  the  lord  Berkley^i 
admiral  of  the  blue.  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel,  vice-admiral  of  the 
red,  colonel  Aylmer,  vice-admiral  of  the  blue,  colonel  Mitchel, 
rear-admiral  of  the  red,  the  marquis  of  Caermarthen,  rear'^d- 
Diiral  of  the  blue,  captain  B]mg,  eldeft  captain  tor  the  admiral, 
lieutenant-general  Talniafh,  the  earl  of  Macclesfield,  the  lord 
Cutts,  Sir  Martin  Becman,  admiral  Ailemonde  admiral  of  the 
Dutch,  vice-admiral  Vanderputtin,  vice-admiral  Schey,  vice- 
admiral  Vander-Goes,  rear-admiral  Everrzen,  and  captain  Van^ 
der-Duflen,  in  which  it  was  refolved,  that  the  fleet  defigned  for 
Breft  fliould  immediately  proceed  to  Camaret-bay,  and  fliould 

t  Life  of  K.  WiiHam,  p.  375.  Prefent  (late  of  Earope  for  May,  itfp4,  p.  itf?, 
Clumna  rof^rara,  p.  %6i,  Le  Clerc  hi(l.  des  provinces  uniet,  tome  iii.  p.  417, 
k  ]otirnil  of  the  Bred  expedition,  by  the  inarqi»lt  of  Caer^iianbeni  1694,  Lon> 
doo,  4ro,  p.  s. 
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UnA  the  forces  on  board  under  the  dire£tion  of  lieutenant-gene- 
ral Talma(hy  and  the  ncceflarj  inftrudiions  were  for  this  purpofe 
given  to  tori  Berkley,  and  the  officers  that  went  to  command 
under  him '. 

On  the  5th  of  June  the  lord  Berkley  parted,  with  his  fqua- 
dron,  from  the  grand  fleet,  having  with  him  twenty-nine  £ng- 
iiO)  and  Dutch  men  of  war  of  the  line,  beddes  fmall  frigates^ 
fire-fhips,  machines,  tenders,  welUboats,  and  five  bomb-ketches. 
On  the  6th  a  council  of  war  was  held,  in  which  the  proper 
meafures  were  taken  for  landing  the  forces ;  and  it  was  agreed, 
that  lord  Cutts  (hould  command  fix  hundred  grenadiers,  and 
lieutenant-general  Talmafh  advance  in  perfon  at  the  head  of  the 
troops  that  were  to  fupport  them.  On  the  7th  the  fleet  came  to 
an  anchor  between  Camaret-bay  and  the  bay  of  Bertaume,  the 
French  playing  upon  them  with  bombs  from  four  batteries.  The 
marquis  of  Caermarthen  demanded  kave  of  lord  Berkley  the  ad- 
miral to  go  into  Camaret-bay,  in  order  to  obfcrve  the  fituation 
of  the  forts,  and  the  pofture  of  the  enemy.  On  his  lord(hip*s 
return,  and  making  his  report,  the  admiral  ordered  two  fixty-gun 
ihips  to  go  in  and  cover  the  boats  while  they  were  landing:  to 
which  the  marquis  objedling  that  it  was  too  fmall  a  force,  a 
council  of  war  was  called  on  the  dth,  in  which  it  was  refolved 
to  fend  in  three  Engfifh  and  as  many  Dutch  frigates^  beildes 
the  two  men  of  war  before*  mentioned* 

One  of  thefe,  however,  the  Richmond,  deferted  the  poft  af- 
figned  her,  and  the  marquis  of  Caermarthen  carried  in  the  other 
five,  and  pofted  them  in  their  proper  places,  which,  though  a 
very  neccflary,  was  a  moft  dangerous'  fervice,  finc^,  at  their  go* 
ing  in,  a  bomb  broke  over  the  Monk^  a  great  piece  of  which 
ftruck  through  her  poop,  and  two  decks  more,  and  came  out 
again  into  the  water  near  one  of  the  ftern-ports  on  the  larboard- 
lide,  in  the  gun-room,  killing  three  marines,  and  one  of  them 
by  the  fide  of  the  marquis.  So  foon  as  the  Monk  got  into  the 
bay,  and  came  up  with  the  weftem  point,  Camarct-fbrt  fired 
upon  her  very  warmly  }  and,  when  the  reft  of  the  fhlps  were 
properly  difpofed,  they  were  forprized  to  find  themfelves  played 
iipon  from  three  batteries,  not  one  of  which  was  difcerned  till 

'  See  his  inftroAioM  in  Borcbct*f  memoin,  p.  115^ 
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thiey  felt  the  Ihot  from  it-  Theft  military  compliments  they  rc4 
turned  with  great  fpiriti  and,  by  keeping  a  briOc  and  continual 
fire,  covered  the  troops  in  their  litiiing,  which  was  not,  bow- 
ever,  performed  with  that  regularity  that  night  have  been  ex- 
pefted".    . 

The  reafon  of  .this  j  fincc  I  do  nbt.find  it  already  fet  down  in 
any  of  our  hiftorians,  I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  give;  as  I  have 
had  it  from  the  mouths  of  many  who  were  engaged  in  that  warm 
fervice.  The  French  hid  been  (b  well  ihformed  of  dtir  defign; 
and  fuch  ftrange  delays  had  been  made  in  embarking  the  forces, 
that,  when  our  fleet  came  upon  the  coaft,  they  found  the  French 
every  where  cot^red  by  impregnable  entrenchments;  and  fup* 
ported  by  a  body  of  regular  troops;  more  numerous  than  th^ 
forces  intended  for  this  defcent.  This  t^as  reprefented  to  lieu- 
tenant*general  Talmaih  in  the  council  of  war,  and  he  was  advi- 
fed  not  to  ^xpofe  himfelf  or  his  men  :  to  which  he  anfwered  i 
**  This  advice  comes  too  late :  the  honour  of  the  Engliib  natiod 
<<  is  at  ftake,  and  therefore  I  muft  and  will  land.  I  know  that 
*<  I  facrifice  myfelf  and  the  men  ;  but  it  is  necefiary,  and  muft 
^<  be  done,  that  both  our  enemies  and  allies  may  know,  that 
<<  even  defperate  undertakings  cannot  daunt  Englilh  courage'.^ 

He  embarked  on  board  the  fmall  veficls,  with  about  eight 
hundred  men,  and  landed  as  many  of  them  as  he  could,  but  to 
Tery  little  pur^fe ;  for  feveral  of  the  well-boats  fticking,  all  that 
were  in  them  were  either  killed  or  wounded  before  they  could 
get  to  the  fiiore,  and  thofe  that  did  land  were  Very  foon  driven 
back  to  their  boats,  and  with  much  difficulty  carried  off  again: 
Amongft  the  wounded  was  lieutenant-general  Talmafli  himfelf; 
who  received  a  (hot  in  his  tbigh^  of  which  he  foon  after  died  ^. 

The 


n  6ce  the  marqaii  of  Caerrnarthen*s  adn>tint|  p«  xi.  Barchec*s  memoirs^  p. 
M%.    Life  of  king  WilHam,  p.  3*7, 

n  This  projc^,  as  I  have  been  informed^  was  firft  propofed  by  a  land  officer  td 
the  earl  of  Notiingham  fome  years  before ;  and  hints  of  it  having  been  given  to 
the  French,  they  refolved  to  Cpzre  Ho  coA  or  paint;  in  order  to  prevent  a  fcbeme 
from  taking  rffeA,  which  they  ic^ew  wotild  have  depHved  ihcm  of  the  bcCI  port 
they  have  in  this  part  of  the  world. 

<>  Both  the  mirqois  de  Quinqr  and  father  Daniel  commend  the  bravery  of 
fome  French  officer*,  vuho^  they  fay,  attacked  and  rooted ihe  EngUth  troops  that 
were  landed,  and  this  with  fo  fmall  a  force,  a9  one  hundred  and  fventy  men, 

fopportcdy 
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The  itiarquis  of  CaermsiriheDi  afterwards  duke  of  Lccdis,  wliofo 
courage  no  man  ever  ceiled  in  que(lion>  tells  us  on  this  occafion, 
that,  if  the  EngUfh  force  bad  been  double  to  what  it  wasi  they 
would  have  found  the  attempt  imprafticable. 

When  the  men  on  board  the  (hips  faw  only  a  few  boats  come 
off  agaih|  and  the  whole  affair  over,  they  b^gan  to  be  put  of 
heart,  and  tbe  fnart]ui5  had  much  ado  to  bring  them  Out  of  the; 
bay.  The  Monk  had  not  either  a  yard  or  a  fail^  but  was  towed 
off;  the  reft  of  the  veiTels  were  aifo  brought  away  with  great 
difficulty,  except  a  Dutch  frigate  called  the  Tcefep,  of  thirty 
guns,  which  had  twelve  feet  water  in  her  bold,  all  her  men 
being  killed  except  eight ;  andj  of  half  an  EnglUh  company  that 
%vas  accidentally  left  on  board  her,  only  an  enfigxi,  a  drummer, 
and  a  private  man,  efcaped ;  fo  that  they  were  obliged  to  leave 
ber  bchindi  A  council  of  war  being  called  in  the  evening,  it 
was  refolved  therein  to  return  to  Spithead.  The  lofs  upon  thisi 
Ixcafion  was  computed  at  feven  hundred  of  the  land-forces  kil* 
led,  wounded,  ahd  taken,  and  about  four  hundred  killed  and 
wounded  on  board  the  fhipsi^. 

The  marquis  de  Quincy,  who  is  at  once  the  ihoft  ciazSt  and 
tnoft  moderate  of  all  the  French  writers,  informs  us,  that^  at  the 
time  this  attempt  was  made,  M^  de  Vauban  had  taken  care  to 

fupporced,  however,  by  ■  regirrient  of  dngopnt.  The  glory  of  this  will  be  fuf. 
fidencly  diminifbed,  ^*hen  it  h  known,  thut  not  above  three  hundred  did  land^ 
and  chat  many  oF  thefe  were  wounded  In  getting  afbore,  and  were  Co  much  c]ip«« 
fed  16  the  enemy's  aniUtery,  that  they  never  could  be  foriAcd  into  any  tolerabla' 
vrdcf* 

P  The  marquii  of  Cacrmarthen  in  hit  account  dbes  great  joAIce  to  all  the  offi* 
ccri  employed  in  thii  defperiate  ferVicc.  He  fayt,  particularly^  page  40.  '*  My 
"•  lord  Barfcley;  ibiring  all  ihii  expedition*  hit  bad  a  great  deal  of  aoufsal  troublo 
*^  by  reafon  of  the  imbarkRcioni  of  rhe  foidlers  ;  notwiibOanding  which,  both  by 
•■  his  advice  at  connciU  of  war,  and  iniiing  of  orderi,  which  hislordftiip  has  done 
*'  very  methodioilly,  he  ha(h  behaved  himrdf^  in  my  opinion,  with  all  the  coq« 
"  duA  and  prudence  thtt  could  be  eype^ed  from  a  geotlemaa  in  his  ftation. 

**  Lieutenant-general  Talmalh,  the  eail  of  Macclesfield,  my  lord  Cucts,  and 
**  all  the  oficers  of  the  land-forces,  I  i\i'u\k>  have  (he\^n  all  tbe  forwardnefs  and 
**  readinefs  imaginable  for  the  aitempttng  any  thing  that  was  poflible  to  be  done 
"  on  this  occafion.  There  are  no  officers  of  note,  that  I  can  yet  hear  of,  killed 
<*  in  this  afiion  but  monfieur  Lamote  ^  and  lieutenant-general  Talmafh  died,  the 
'*  Toefday  following,  of  the  wonnd  he  received  in  his  thigh.  But  there  are  fe> 
"  veral  captains,  C^c,  wh.i  arc  either  killed  or  taken,  of  whefe  names  I  am  |i 
**  yet  ignorant." 

Vol.  II.  3  E  put 
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put  the  town  of  Breft  into  an  excellent  ftate  of  defence,  ft  was 
furrounded  with  ftrong  walls,  good  ramparts^  large  and  deep 
ditches  cut  in  the  rock}  with  taflions  and  half-moons  at  proper 
diflances.  He  had  erc&cd  a  new  battery  of  fixteen  pieces  of 
cannon  and  fix  mortars  oil  the  baftion  of  the  town,  neareft  the 
caftle,  between  it  and  the  grand  battery,  with  feveral  fmaller 
batteries  in  other  places.  He  had  like  wife  taken  care  to  render 
all  the  vaults  in  the  caftle  bomb-proof,  and  had  made  the  heft 
difpofition  pofKble  of  ninety  mortars,  and  three  hundred  pieces 
of  large  cannon.  As  for  the  veffcls  in  the  port,  they  were  placed 
cut  of  the  reach  even  of  bombs ;  and,  with  refpeA  to  men,  he 
had  fourteen  hundred  bombardiers,  three  (hoofand  gentlemen 
who  ferved  as  volunteers,  and  of  regular  troops  four  thoufand 
foot,  and  a  regiment  of  dragoons  ^. 

General  TalmaQi'^  landing,  tberefbiae,  with  eight  hundred 
menr  might  well  be  called  a  facrifice,  and  yet  more  than  half 
of  thefe  could  never  be  got  on  fhore ;  we  muft,  therefore,  admitf 
that  when  the  mai»quis  fays  four  hundred  were  killed,  five 
hundred  forty-eight  foldiers  and  forty  officers  made  prifonersy 
he  carries  the  thing  » little  too  fan  Father  Daniel,  however, 
and  fome  other  writers,  carry  it  as  far ;  and  indeed  moft  of  them 
agree  in  computing  our  whofe  lofs  at  two  thoufand.  As  to  what 
they  fay  of  fliips  being  funk,  and  hundreds  of  men  drowned  in 
the  retreat,  they  are  mere  ornaments,  which  from  frequent  ufe 
are  become  neceiTary  to  a  French  detail^  as  their  having  but 
forty-five  men  killed  in  this  a^ion  is  another  flroke  ef  the  mar- 
vellous, which  every  reader  perhaps  may  not  be  in  the  humour 
to  credit'- 

Aftertbi»unluckyattempt  the  poor  wounded  lieutenant-general 
propofed,  that  7fmall  fquadron  of  frigates  and  bomb-veflels  might 
be  fent  into  the  harbour  of  Breft  to  bombard  that  tovfn  ^  but  this 
was  judged  to  be  a  rafli,  and,.a8  things  ftOod,an  impradticable  un»- 
dertaking  y  and  therefore  lord  Berkley  failed  immediately  for  our 
own  coafts,  and  arrived  on  the  T5th  of  June,  1(^94,  at  St.  He- 
len's.    There  they  found  the  queen's  orders  to  call  a  council  of 

<l  ITift.  milrtairc,  tome  iii.  p.  77,  78,  79.  *"  I.imters,  temen.  p.  55$. 

Journal  hiflori^4ie  de  LouU  XIV.  p  177,  178.  Sec  two  Utrcrs  wiiiten  by  n>oo* 
tieiir  flc  Noincd,  intendant  of  Brctagnc  to  Louis  XIV,  giving  an  account  of  the 
ftAioR,  in  tbt  prcfi;n(  dale  of  Emopc  for  Juoc,  S694,  p.  3^0%-^  104, 

war. 
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^wair,  to  confidcr  how  the  lhip8  and  troops  might,  after  this  fatal 
mifcarriage,  be  beft  employed.  After  feveral  confuhations,  it  was 
refoived  to  keep  no  more  than  four  regiments  <m  board,  and  to 
snake  fome  attempts  on  tbecoad  of  Normandy.  Advice  of  thi« 
being  fent  to  court,  and  an  anfwer  being  returned  on  the  27th 
of  June,  it  was  refoived,  in  another  council  of  war,  firft  to  bom^ 
bard  the  town  of  Diepe,  and  then  to  |M-oceed  along  the  French 
coaft,  and  do  every  where  wiiat  prejudice  they  could.  In  pur- 
iuanceof  this  reiblution  tkey  came  before  that  place,  but  were 
forced  to  fba  by  a  ftorn^  and  afterwards  anchored  off  Dunge-^ 
ncfs,  from  whence  they  failed  on  the  5th  of  July,  and  arrived 
once  more  in  Diepe  'Toad  on  the  8th.  The  next  day  they  in- 
tended to  have  bombarded  the  place,  but  were  prevented  by  ex- 
ceeding fool. weather  for  feveral  days  tqgetherli 

On  the  twelfth  they  began  about  nine  in  the  morning  to  play 
upon  the  town  of  Diepe;,  and  ^continued  without  ceafing  tiU 
about  lune  at  night.  About  eleven  they  fent  in  one  of  their 
machines  which  thePrench  call  infernals,  with  an  intent  to  burtt 
the  pier ;  but  Several  vefTcls  full  of  Aones^  being  very  provident* 
ly'funk  before  it,  rendered  that  ineffe&uaU  ^fo  that,  except  aflo^ 
niQiing  the  town  by  .the  mighty  noife,  it  did  lirtie  mifchief  ^ 

Captain  Dunbar,  a  Scots  gentleman,  who  commanded  if, 
acquired  immortal  honour  by  his  intrepidity  on  this  occaHon ; 
for  the  train  not  taking  efFe£t  ^s  was  expei^ed,  he  went  on 
board  again,  and  finding  the  fuzee  out,  fct  fire  to  it  a  fecond 
timC)  for  which  he  and  thofe  who  went  with  him  were  defer^ 
^edly  rewarded".  Theycontinueil  the  bombardment  aftei'wards 
till  day-light,  and  the  ilreets  being  narrow,  the  houfes  old,  and 
moil  of  them  built  of  timber,  the  town  was  on  fire  in  twen* 
ty  places  at  once ;  fo  that  the  far  greater  part  of  it  was  con» 
fumed  to  afhes'^.  The  French  court  did  adl  they  could  to  fiifie 

the 

*  Barcha'c  memoiK,  p.  zv$,  Kcnoet*s  hiftory  ef  Enfland,  'VoJ.  iil.  p.  €6^, 
Biirnet's  hiAory  of  his  owrii  limes,  vol.  ii.  p.  ifi.  Coluinna  roftrata,  p.  X64, 
f-  Life  of -king  William,  p.  iJ9»  Oldmixoirs  hiftory  of  the  Statits^  vol.  ti.  p.  91, 
Prefenc  (late  of  £arope  for  July,  i€94,  p*  ^%^»  ^  Burcbet's  naval  hifl. 

p, SOI, 

^  fnthedate<  I  generally  follow  the  French  writers,  rednciRg  the  new  ft)4e 
40  the  old,  becaofe  they  are  iifaalfy  more  exaft  than  •or  own.  Father  Daniel 
.^wDSXhe^otal  dcilru^tioii  of  DUpf,  bat  fays  it  was  immediately  bailt  np  agaisi 
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the  report  of  this»  at  leaft  at  Paris ;  but  the  place  was  too  aeaf 
for  atiy  fuch  artifices  to  take  efFect ;  fo  that,  by  endeavouring  ca 
leiHini  they  really  increafed  the  peopled  apprehenfions,  and  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  fea*coafts  would  have  abandoned  their 
towns  and  villages,  if  forces  had  not  be^  f^t  to  refirain 
them  \ 

After  the  bombardmrnt  of  Diepe>  the  Englifii  fquadrpn  failed 
along  the  coaft^  and  obliged  the  French  to  march  their  forces 
night  and  day,  in  order  to  prevent  the  debarking  any  troops  ; 
which^  howevcri  was  a  thing  the  Englifli  admiral  never  intend-* 
ed^.  On  the  fifteenth)  about  noon,  lord  Berkley  arrived  at 
Havre  de  Grace,  and  about  four  oVlock  be  began  to  bombard 
it.  On  the  fixteentb,  feventeenth,  and  eighteenth,  the  French 
poured  troops  and  militia  into  the  place,  in  order  to  ailift  th« 
inhabitants  to  put  out  the  fires  lighted  from  time  to  time  by  the 
bombs ;  and  as  the  wind  continued  blowing  all  that  time 
direflly  from  the  Ihore,  the  Englifli  were  not  al4e  to  do  mucfaj^ 
though  they  remained  ftill  before  the  place,  which  threw  all  the 
adjacent  country  into  a  terrible  conflemation.  On  the  twenty- 
firft,  the  wind  being  favourable,  the  fmall  craft  and  bomb^ 
veflels  were  fent  in,  and  continued  bombarding  the  place  the 
whole  night,  by  which  a  third  part  of  the  town  was  burnt 
flown,  a  great  part  of  the  wall  demolished,  and,  which  waa 
^oift  of  all^   abundance  of  poor  people  killed  ^.     All  this^ 

however^ 

^t  th«  CfpeQce  of  the  Freoch  kiag.  If  fo,  the  inhabitints  fQoft  be  daily  put  ii^ 
mind  of  the  EngliQi  maritime  power,  by  this  very  ioiproTement  of  tbct^ 
town. 

«  See  fe vert!  letters  printed  in  the  prefert  fttte  of  Europe,  fot  thcmosiH 
4>f  J<i^y>  i^P4 1  *>^<^  the  Ui\  ifi  confirmed  by  the  French  accoani^. 

y  Burchet'*  naval  Lirtory,  p.  50Q,  501.  Keimet.  Bornec'f  hiftory  of  hi^ 
(^wn  tine$,  val.  u.  p.  px.  Larrey,  tern.  ii.  p.  xi6,  ReiDcoqrt,  torn.  iii.  p. 
385.     P.  Daniel  journal  hiftortque  de  Louis  XIV.  p.  178. 

»  The  n>arqai»  ^c  Qcinqr  afl-rts  pofiiively,  th^t  there  were  pot  above  twenty 
boufes  burnt  io  the  town ;  bm  then  he  admits,  that  not  only  the  inbahit«nt<^ 
but  a  va(l  nsmbcr  of  foldltrs,  who  were  fent  thither  on  purpofe,  Uboared  ex- 
ccflivtiy  in  putting  out  the  fires  wherever  the  bombs  fell;  which  mua  h.vd 
been  at^dcd  with  greit  lofs  of  men  and  other  iiiconv^nienckf.  But  I  muA 
rnufefs,  !  fee  no  ]ufl  caofe  why  a  medial  fhonid  have  been  flnick  on  the  boa* 
batding  this  fA»C9,  rather  than  that  of  Oiepe.  Yet  fuch  a  bne  ther«  was ;  ha- 
ving on  one  fide  the  king's  head  in  profile*  with  tbefe  words,  GuRtlnms  hn^uc^ 
ifiv'SiJfmui;  on  the  reverfc  was,  PerilluVs  bul^,  with  this  infcripttoo,  Sm 

ptril 
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h^fwtvtr,  could  not  be  performed  whhoot  lofs ;  many  of  the 
mortars  meltedj  the  Grcnado  bomb-fihip  was  blown  up»  and 
the  reft  of  the  fmall  craft  fo  (battered,  that  it  was  thought  con<* 
venient  to  retire*  Bur,  even  in  doing  this,  care  was  taken  to 
give  the  French  in^nite  difquiets  for«  appearing  before  La 
Hogue,  their  forces  were  drawn  that  way :  hut  our  fquadron 
was  in  no  condition  to  undertake  any  thing,  and  therefore,  after 
lilarming  the  enemy  as  much  as  poffible,  Jord  Berkley  returned 
to  St.  Helen's,  on  the  twenty-fia^th  of  July,  1694,  in  order  to 
refit  •. 

The  court  was  yery  defirous  that  fomething  (hould  be  under-* 
taken  againft  Dunkirk,  and  to  that  purpofe  federal  exprefics 
were  difpatcbed  to  the  fleet ;  but,  ttpon  a  nice  examination  of 
the  different  propofals  made  by  the  engineers  and  pilots,  they 
were  all  of  opinion  that  the  fcafon  wa$  too  far  advanced,  and 
that  nothing  could  be  undertaken  this  year  with  any  probability 
of  fucceis.  A  plan  was  then  fent  of  Calais,  which  came  front 
the  king  in  Flanders;  but  the  fcheme  of  bombarding  that  place 
was  alfo  judged  impra^icable  by  a  council  of  war,  whfch  refe-^ 
lution  was  chiefly  owing  to  the  diffidence  of  the  pilots*'*  On 
the  twenty-fcTenth  of  Augud  lord  Berkley  returned  to  London, 
and  the  command  of  the  Qeet,  which  confided  now  only  of 
frigates  and  fmall  (hips,  devolved  on  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel, 
whofe  ini^rudions  were  exprelTed  to  undertake  fomething  againft 
Dunkirk  at  all  events. 

Mr.  Meefters,  who  was  the  inventor  and  direAor  of  the  ma* 
f;hines  called  infemals,  was  at  this  time  in  Flanders,  endeavour- 
ing to  collect  pilots  able  to  carry  the  fquadron  into  the  harbour 
pf  Dunl^irkf  or  at  leaft  fo  far  into  the  road,  as  might  enable 
them  to  dcftroy  the  enemy's  (hips.  Sir  Cloudefley  failed  to  the 
Downs  in  the  beginning  of  September,  and  on  the  (eventh  was 
joined  by  Mr.  Meefters,  with  twenty- fix  Dutch  pilots,  when 

peril  ijHthus  auBsr,  tUodtng  Co  the  French  kiog's  having  began  this  barbarous 
|[tnd  rtf  wn-,  by  burning  the  Palatinate,  and  bombarding  Geno^     la  the  cxcr* 
^  go^,  P9rt9$  GralU,  exuftus  &  giwrfus  hmhardit  Amj^h  BiHavis,  1 69^  I,  B.  F. 
Gerard  Van  Loon  hiftotre  meUUiqne  des  Pays  Bis,  torn.  iv.  p.  t6s. 

a  Barchct's  memoirs,  p.  117.    Kennet'*  hiftory  of  England,  vol.  iii.  p.  65$. 
Oidmiaofk*!  hiftory  of  the  Stuarts,  vol.  ij.  p.  9*.  ^  Burchct's  memoirs, 

p.  ax7. 

captain 
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captain  Benbow  wa^  appointed  to  command  the  finall  fliips,  ao<t 
to  follow  the  inftrudlions  of  Mr.  Mecftersi  whofe  pilots  did 
Dot  perform  what  was  expelled  from  them*.  On  the  twelftb» 
kowever^  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel  appeared  before  the  town  of 
Dunkirk)  with  tbineen  Engliih  and  fix  Dutch  men  of  war,  two 
bomb-veflels,  feventeea  machines,  and  other  fmall  craft.  la 
the  evening  captain  Benbow  went  in,  and  founded  the  weftern 
channel,  between  the  Brake  and  the  Main,  notwithftanding  a 
prod^ious  fire  £rom  the  Qiips  and  the  citadeL  The  next  dzj 
all  the  boats  and  fmall  veiTels  were  fent  in  again,  with  the 
Charles  galley,  and  two  bomb^veflels. 

In  the  aGternooQ  two  of  the  machines  were  fent  in.  The  firft 
took  fire  before  flie  was  near,  enough  to  do  any  execution : 
whether  H  was  that  the  cannon  of  the  place  fet  fire  to  it,  as 
fome  of  the  French  writers  fay,  or  that  thofe  on  board,  find- 
ing it  impofliUe  either  to  bring  it  nearer  or  to  get  it  off,  were 
obliged  to  let  it  bum  there.  The  other,  which  was  the  biggeft, 
went  ifi  boldly,  and  advanced  very  near  the  mole-head ;  but  the 
tide  fet  her  on  one  fide,  fo  that  (he  drove  a  cable's  length,  and 
then  bl«w  up '.  It  w^ts  found,  that  the  French  had,  accord- 
ing to  cuftom,  early  intelligence  of  this  defign,  and  by  driving 
piles  before  the  pier-head,  atid  finking  (hips  on  the  back  of  the 
weftermoft  pier«  had  fecured  theaifelves  agatnft  all  attempts  of 
this  nature:  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel  being  informed  of  this,  and 
knowing  that  the  fpring  tides  were  over,  failed  away  for  Calais^ 
and  on  the  feventeenth  fent  the  bomb-vefTels  in,  and  threw  fo 
many  (liells  into  the  town,  that  about  lortj  bouies  were  ruined; 
but  the  wind  blowing  hard  that  night,  and  a  great  fwell  of  fea 
happening,  the  admiral  was  forced  to  bear  away,  and  the  ilorm 
continuing  two  days,  he  thought  it  not  convenient  to  (lay  any 
longer^  bur  returned  with  his  whole  fquadron  into  the  Downs, 

c  Thii  ignoranee,  cowwirirc,  or  wilfulnefs  of  the  pll  ts,  feemft  to  have  been  ^ 
the  chief  caufe  of  this  oTiiicarria^e  ;  and  whoever  c  >nn.!ert  atter.dvfly  whst  ^ 
has  been  wriuen  upon  this  fA^je^,  by  kich  as  are  bed  acquainted  with  maritime 
»(fairSt  will  be  of  my  opinion,  that  feanaen,  above  aU  others,  are  !eaA  incHi  td 
to  expediticDt  of  this  fort.  And,  as  fuch  expeditions  cin  only  be  executed  by 
Teamen,  it  may  weii  be  fuppofed  that  this  is  the  great  rcafon  why  tbey  fo  icldom 
iiicceed. 

d  Hiftoire  niltttirei  torn.  iii.  p.  84,  85.    Journal  hiftorique  de  Louia  XI V« 

p.  »;?7. 

from 
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from  whence  the  bomb-vefleU  and  machines  were  fent  into  the 
river  Thames*. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  a  very  intelligent  peiibn,  who  had, 
without  queftion,  good  grounds  for  what  he  delivered,  that  the 
^.  ezpence  to  which  the  nation  was  put  by  thefc  bombardments, 
'  was  more  than  equivalent  to  what  the  enemy  fufiTered  by  them  f» 
It  is  certain,  that  all  the  fea-faring  part  of  the  world  difappro- 
Ted  this  manner  of  purfuing  the  war  at  that  time  ^  and  that  all  the 
writers  who  have  touched  upon  this  fubje£t,  have  been  carried 
away  by  the  ftream  of  their  authority ;  which,  however,  has 
not  the  fame  efFefk  on  me.  In  the  firft  place,  I  thmk  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  French  had  condu£led  the  war  in  Germany, 
their  bombarding  the  city  of  Genoa,  but,  above  a)),  their  pira- 
tjcaliy  lying  in  wait  for,  and  plundering  our  Smyrna  fleet,  and 
their  purfuing  and  bombarding  the  remains  of  it  in  the  ports  of 
Spain,  fully  juftified  this  manner  of  proceeding.  The  lex  tali" 
enis  certainly  fubfifts  between  nations,  and  as  the  French  fct 
fuch  an  example  at  their  expence,  the  allies  could  not  be  rea- 
fonably  blamed  for  writing  after  their  copy.  In  thefe  cafes, 
thofe  who  fet  the  precedent  are  to  bear  the  blame  as  well  as  the 
lofs,  that  fuifering  and  (hame  may  teach  them  moderation  for 
the  future. 

I  muft  next  obferve,  that,  if  we  conGder  the  expence  the 
king  of  France  muft  have  been  at  in  providing  for  the  fecurity 
of  Breft,  and  the  inconveniencies  that  muft  have  attended  the 
fending  M.  Vauban  that  way,  with  a  corps  of  no  leis  than 
1 2,000  regular  troops,  the  marquis  de  Beauvron  with  a  great  de- 
tachment to  Diepe,  marfhal  de  Choifeul  to  Havre  de  Grace,  the 
duke  of  Maine,  count  Touloufe,  and  marihal  Villeroy,  with 
the  greateft  part  of  the  army  in  Flanders,  to  Dunkirk  ^ :  I  fay, 
take  all  thefe  together,  and  it  will  appear  the  French  fufiered 
abundantly  more  than  we. 

But  then,  thirdly,  this  meafure  was  abfolutcly  ncccffary  ;'  the 

J     French  now  ftyled  thcmfclves  lords  o?  both  seas,  that  is 

the  ocean  and  the  Mediterranean  :  their  Gazettes  were  full  of 

«  Prcfen?  ftitf  of  Europe  for  SepternVr  i6gi,  p.  3o4,  3o5«  Cdumna  ro. 
flrata,  p.  26s.     Po'-n'ci's  c!«Tonological  hiftorian,  vo*.  i.  p.  4  "fr.  f  Naval 

memoira,  p.  2j>.'].  i  I  cake  ^he  whole  uf  lhii>  alT^ir  Uotti  \ht  Fiencfa 

the 
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the  triumphs  of  their  maritime  forcCj  and  therefore  the  booU 
barding  their  ports  was  an  efTedual  method  to  convince  all  £u« 
rope  of  the  emptinefs  of  their  bravadoes.  It  exalted  the  mari- 
time power  of  the  Englifli  nationi  raifed  the  drooping  fpirits  of 
the  people,  gave  fatisfa£tion  to  the  merchants  whofe  veflela  had 
been  plundered  by  the  French  privateers,  and  was  therefore  a 
great  and  glorious  meafure,  whatever  has  been  faid  againft  it 
by  thofe  who  fhcw  refpefl  and  compaffion  for  a  people  who 
never  fhew  us  any  marks  of  either,  except  when  civility  is  the 
pure  tefult  of  fear,  or  the  confcquence  of  deep  dilVrefs. 

We  are  now  to  turn  our  eyes  towards  the  Mediterranean, 
whither  admiral  RuiTcI  failed  with  the  grand  fleet,  as  we  have 
remarked,  on  the  fixth  of  June,  1694.  He  arrived  on  the 
twenty-fifth  off  the  rock  of  Lifbon,  and  thence  fcnt  orders  to 
rear-admiral  Neville,  who,  as  we  before  obferved,  commanded 
the  fquadron  which  prote£led  the  Englifh  mercbant*(hips  at  Ca« 
diz,  to  join  him,  which  he  did,  with  the  Dutch  vice«admirals 
Callcmberg  and  Evertzen,  with  fixteen  (hips  of  the  line,  which 
increafed  the  number  of  thofe  in  the  fleet  to  6xty,->three*  Tha 
admiral  then  refolved  to  (leer  immediately  for  Barcelona,  in  or* 
der  to  fave  that  city,  and  the  province  of  Catalonia,  from  fall* 
ing  into  the  hands  of  the  French,  who  at  that  time  had  a  nu« 
snerous  army,  and  a  great  naval  force  under  the  command  of 
M.  Tourville  before,  or  at  leaft  very  near  the  place  **•  ^ 

This  (hews  the  wifdom  of  the  adminiftration  in  Tending  fb 
great  a  fleet  into  thofe  feas ;  for,  without  fuch  afliftance,  the 
Spaniards  rauA  have  been  undone,  or,  which  was  the  view  of 
that  armament,  forced  to  make  a  feparate  peace,  and  the  French 
would  have  continued  bpafling  and  vapouring,  as  they  bad  late 
ly  done,  of  their  mighty  maritime  power,  perfuading  Algiers, 
and  the  reft  of  the  ftates  of  Barbary,  that  the  Englifb  ^f^  not 
able  to  look  them  in  the  face.  But  an  end  was  now  effe<5lna]]y 
put  to  thofe  bravadoes,  by  the  admiral's  procuring  leave  from 

I*  Tbenarqiiti  de  Qinncy  tells  ai,  thit  tdmlra]  RolTel  came  info  rhcMedt- 
trrrancan  very  lockily  for  (he  prefcrTatton  of  Barceloo«|  before  which  port  he 
appeared  on  ihe  UA  of  July,  with  a  Dtec  of  136  fail,  of  which  S8  weie  of  the 
)ine  of  battle;  an  ^  M.  TwurviUe  not  being  in  a  conditioi^  to  look  (bch  a  flecc 
in  the  face,  retired,  purfuant  to  hh  orc^^rs,  into  the  hacboor  of  Touloo.  Hift« 
nilUaire,  torn.  i:i.  pi  86. 

the 
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tHe  Dutch  and  Spaniarcis).  who  were  at  war  with  thofc  ftates,. 
that  fotnc  Algerinc  men* of  war  might  have  permiffipn.  tp  come- 
and  take  a  view  of  the  fleet ;  which  they  di.d  accordingly,  and 
went  home  ag^ii^  very  well  fatisfied  *•  On  the  other  haiid}  the, 
French  admiral  had  no  fooner  intelligence  of.  the  approach  of . 
oiir  fleet,  than. he  retired  precipitately  from  before .Brarcetona, 
and  foon  after  fliut  himfcif  up  ih  the  port  of  Toulon,  which; 
pUt  it  entirely  gut  of  difputc,  that  th^.  niaritimc  powers  were, 
now  able  to  give  law  to  Frapc^  in  aU  parts  of  tt>e  world  *^« 
The  fiege  of  Barcelbna  too  was  rpifedj  to  the  infinite  joy.  of 
the  Itiag  of  Spain,  who  teftified  his  ^sltitude  for  this  ftgnal  a& 
fiftance,  in  the  Warmeil  and  m;»ft  public  manner  poflible^ 

'  » 

.  Our  admiral,  indeed^  found  the  Spaniih  aflliirs  In  the  moft 
dtftreflied  condition  imaginable..  Their  Armada  confided  but  of 
ten  ihip6^  and  of  thcffc  foUr  only  were  of  the  Ime  of  battle  y 
the  reft  of.imall  force,  and  fo  rotten^,  that  they  coukl  fearce 
endure  the  firing  of  theiir  own  guns.  Their  army  in  Catalonia 
^s  in  a  ftill  worfc  condition;  it  confifted  b^t  of  9060  men^ 
without  clothes;  .without  pay^  without  provifions^  without  artiU 
iery^  and  even  without  tbnts.  The  towns,  on  the  fea-coaft  were 
fp  .meanly,  fortified,  tbatj  on  the  approach  of  a  flench  fqua- 
dron,  the  people  had  no  other  way  to  fecure  themfelves  but  by. 
flight.  Admiriil  RuiTcl  .ftated  all  this  in  a  letttr  to  the  king, 
and  at  the  factte  time  offered  ihp  viceroy  of  Catalonia  to  do  all 
that  ^as  ill  his  power  for  his  affiftanCe;  which,  however,  was 
not  muchj  fot-,  on.  the  other  hand,  the  demands  made  by  the 
viceroy  w^e  etceflively  unreafonable,  and  what  the  adtniral 
was  able. to  do  could  not  much  benefit  him;  which  was  the 
ireafon  that,  together  with  an  apprehenfion  of  provifions  grow- 

)  Barchet*s  .memoirs,  r-  ^%9*  ^here  we  are  tolJ,  that,  noCwttMlandiag  the 
precatiiiom  taken  by  admiral  Raflel,  one  of  the  Algerine  frigacei  was  Toon  after 
feiaed  ip  his  fight,  by  a  Dutch,  aim  of  war,  thoogh  flis  was  pr4feotIy  releafcd 
upon  his  application. 

k  HlSotre  roi'ltaire,  tome  iii.  p.  8$.  Keniiet*s  Mflory  of  Eogiand,  Tol.  iit. 
p.  0tf  j.  Burtic?*s  biftory  of  hU  own  times,  vol.  ii.  p.  lap.  Life  of  king  Wil« 
l:am,  p.  37^,  38s. 

I  Prefcat  (l^ie  of  Europe  for  itf94«  p*  ^57*  iTt*  HiscathoUa  majefly  is  faid 
to  have  prefeoted  admiral  Ruilel  with  a  jewel  of  the  value  pf  fourfcore  thou- 
fand  crowjis,  and  another  to  vice  admiral  C«llemberg,  of  the  value  pf  twelve 
thoofand  crowns. 

Vol.  IL  3  F  ing 
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ing  (hort,  induced  the  admiral  to  deCre  the  fleet  might  retorn 
Ivome ;  for  which,  when  he  had  made  all  the  neceflary  prepara- 
tions, and  was  on  the  very  poinf  of  quitting  the  Spantfli  coaft, 
he  received  an  order  under  k>»  majefty's  fignet  and  fign  manual^ 
direAing  him  to  winter  at  Cadiz.  This  embarrafled  him  ex- 
tremely^  and  the  rather^  becaufe  no  care  was  takcft  to  fend 
commUTioners  for  Tidhialling  \  fo  that  this  fell  entirely  upon  the 
admiral,  and  was  no  fmall  addition  to  the  load  of  cares  with 
which  he  was  already  opprefled". 

Yet^  ciemfidering  the  importance  of  the  ferricei  the  dangers 
to  whieh  the  men  would  be  expofed  by  any  mtfmanagement  in 
this  affairi  and  how  far  the  honour'of  the  EngUfli  nation  wa» 
at  ftal^e,  he  applied  himfelf  t&  thi»  new  en»ployment  with  foch 
diligence,  that  never  men  were  better  fiimiffacd  with  provifivns 
and  wine ;  and  this  too  was  managed  with  fo  great  economy, 
that  notwitbftanding  the  apparent  difference  between  obtaining 
proviiions  for  a  great  fleet  and  fingle  fliips,  ycc  the  former  was 
vi£lualled  at  as  fmall  an  enpence  to  the  public  as  the  latter,  and 
HI  many  circnmftances  at  a  much  cheaper  rate;  nor  did  the  ad^ 
miral,  when  he  found  it  neceflary,  make  any  (cruple  of  enga- 
ging his  perfonal  credit  and  private  eftate,  for  the  fervice  of  his 
country  •• 

While  the  fleet  contimied  before  AHcant,  the  admiral  dif- 
patched  a  fcpiadron  of  ten  fiiil,  under  the  command  of  rear- 
admiral  Neville,  with  orders  ta  cruize  between  the  iflands 
and  the  Barbary  coaft,.  as  well  t-o  intercept  any  French  veflieb 
that  might  pafs  that  way,  as  to  procure  wood  and  other  necef- 
faries  for  the  fleet.  Soon  after  this,  the  a^hniral  falling  ill  of  a 
fever  and  bloody  flux,  he  devolved  the  cafe  of  the  fleet  on  vice-* 
admiral  Aylmer,  with  orders  te  join  rear-admiral  Neville,  and^ 
in  eafe  he  had  any  news  of  the  Frenchr  fleetli  being  come  out 

■n  Bnrdiet**  fhemoirs,  p.  tj^a.    Colamm  roftrata,  p.  atf^    Bvrnet,  vok  u. 

•  See  the  fobfeqaent  memoirf  of  the  earl  of  OVford,  where  fr  will  appear,," 
that,  notwithftanding  all  hit  pat^t  and  application,  he  was  iroft  craeliy  and 
fcandaloufly  traduced  on  this  accosiit,  as  if  he  had  procured  the  winterins  °^ 
the  fleet  in  the  Mcditerr.neas,  pttl^Iy  to  earich  htiofclf  by  the  managenient  of 
their  viAuallSng ;  whereai,  that  mcafarc  was  not  only  concerted  without,  but 
ai^tinft  hit  adticc,  and  the  goTcmmeot  fared  a  great  ftttn  of  money  by  bis  frtt- 
gal  ccnduA  in  the  oiher  pa«-ticu!ar. 

of 
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of  Touloiij  to  fiiil  in  queft  of  them  without  delay ;  but  if  not, 
<o  return  to  AUcant,  which  he  did  on  the  loth  of  September* 
The  admirali  though  in  a  very  weak  fiate  of  health,  went  very 
foon  on  board)  and  refumed  the  command  of  the  fleet|  with 
which  he  proceeded  to  Cadiz,  where  he  arrived  on  the  eighth 
of  November  1694,  and  took  all  the  neceiTary  precautions  to 
prevent  the  French  ftpm  pafling  the  Streights,  without  receiving 
proper  notice  of  their  motions. 

While  he  continued  there,  the  Spaniards  fent  him  frequent 
advices  of  the  French  fleet's  being  ready  to  quit  Toulon ;  which, 
however,  he  did  not  much  regard,  as  having  better  intelligence 
of  his  own ''.  It  is  true,  the  French  fleet  was  kept  ck.an  and 
well  rigged  during  the  winter,  with  defign  to  have  brought  it 
round  to  Sreft }  but  the  advices  they  had  of  admiral  Rufl^cFs 
force,  and  their  knowledge  of  his  diligence,  had  iuch  an  efie£fc 
on  the  mind  of  M.  Tourville,  that  he  could  not  be  prevailed  on 
to  riik  the  fhips  under  his  command  in  fo  dangerous  a  paflage. 
His  catholic  majefty  was  all  this  time  foliciting  our  admiral  to 
nndertake  impoflibilities,  fuch  as  tranfporting  five,  then  ievcn 
thoufand  men,  from  Gdnoa  on  board  his  men  of  war,  though 
he  knew  them  to  be  foul  by  their  being  fo  long  at  fea,  and  but 
indifFerently  provided  with  victuals ;  which,  though  the  admiral 
refufed,  yet  he  did  it  with  great  decency,  and  at  the  fame  time 
offered  unanfwerable  reafons  in  fupport  of  his  own  condu£t  j 
adding,  that  he  would  write  home  to  demand,  amongfl  other 
fupplies,  a  rcafonable  number  of  land-forces;  and  in  this  man- 
ner  the  remainder  of  the  year  was  fpun  out  K 

It  is  now  requifite  to  take  notice  of  what  was  done  at  home 
in  relation  to  naval  affairs  \  and,  in  the  firft  place,  I  mull  ob- 
ferve,  that  the  king,  on  his  return  from  Flanders,  under  the 
efcort  of  a  fmall  fquadron,  commanded  by  the  marquis  of  Caer-» 
marthen,  called  the  parliament  together  on  th«  twelfth  of  No* 
vember,  and  opened  the  feffions  with  a  fpeech,  which  began 
thus :  <<  I  am  glad  to  meet  you  here,  when  I  can  fay  our  affakfr 
<<  are  in  a  better  pofture,  both  by  fea  and  land,  than  when  we 
<<  parted  laft.    The  enemy  has  not  been  in  a  condition  to  op* 

o  The  prefent  diU  of  Europe  for  16^4%  f»  34^  3 7 ft*  1^  Ba»het'» 

♦ 

3  F  2  «  pofe 


4U  NAVAL    HISTORY 

«  pofe  X)UT  fleet  in  thefe  feas ;  and  biir  fenSing  fo  great  a  £brc<^ 
^*  into  the  Mediterranean  has  difappoiiited  their  de£gn8^  ac^ 
<<  leaves  us  a  profpeA  oif  further  fuccefs.^  He  recommetidd<| 
to  them,  at  the  fame  tiriVe,  early  and  cffeflual  fupplies,  ancl  the 
palling  fomc  good  law  for  the  encouragement  of  feameh.  The 
commons  received  thefe  propofitions'vei^  chearful]y«  and  ba« 
'Ving  examined  the  euimates  that  were  laid  before  them  for  the 
"next  year,  voted  a  fupply  of  2,38217 12I.  for  the  navy,  which 
fufiiciently  (hewed  how  eafy  it  i^ as  to  engage  the  nation  to  give 
xnoney,  when  they  had  any  tolerable  profpeA  of  feeing  it  well 
laid  out  ^ 

The  death  of  queen  Mary,  which  happened  towards  the  lat- 
ter end  of  the  year,  ferved  not  only  to  damp  the  fpirits  of  the 
people,  who  had  a  wonderful  affedlion  for  ttie  perfon  of  that 
princefs,  but  to  give  the  enemies  of  the  government  an  oppor- 
tunity to  attempt  diftrefiing  the  nation,  by  pretending  that  the 
parliament  was  legally  diflblved  by  her  majefty's  demife^  This, 
however  ftrange  and  fingular,  was  the  fentiment  of  her  majefty's 
tincle,  the  earl  of  Rocfaefler,  and  of  fome  others;  but  certain- 
}y  it  was  very  ill  founded.  The  executive  part  of  the  govern- 
ment was,  by  law,  in  king  William  only,  though  the  title,  as 
well  as  the  right,  was  declared  to  be  in  tixeir  majefiies  jointly. 
The  calling  of  a  parliament  was  certainly  an  a£^  of  the  execu- 
tive  power,  and  confequently  it  ought  to  have  been  underftood 
in  law  as  tlie  fpecial  and  immediate  a^  of  the  king,  though  the 
writs  ran  m  the  joint  names  of  both  their  majefties,  as  all  other 
n3s  of  ftate  did,  yet  without  impeachment  or  diminution  of 

the  king's  authority.     Upon  this  principle,  and  no  body's  fc* 

^  .»■'.•     J     ••    •  » .      '. 

4  Kennct*!  hiftory  of  Englanc},  v.->l.  iti.  p.  666,  Burnet^  hiflory  of  his 
•own  times,  vol.  ii.  p.  xji.  '  Prefetit  Gate  of  Europe  for  November  1694,  p.  37^. 
Chandler**  debates,  V6i.  ii.  p.  446. 

r  Thti  excellent  priccefs  was  taken  ill,  at  K^enfington,  on  the  twenty-flrft  of 
December,  1694.  Her  diftempcr  proved  to  be  the  fmal)  pox ;  a  maUdy  ex* 
tremely  Uu\  to  her  family,  ancl  which  might  therefoie  be  fnppoted  to  make  t)  e 
^reaiei  imprc(li;>n  upon  her  fpirics;  this,  jofned  to  a  bad  conflitu^ion,  and,  at 
i'>me  Tav,  the  ill  management  of  her  principal  phy(v:)an,  brought  her  to  her  eml 
in  the  (pace  '^f  a  week.  She  w^s,  at  the  time  of  her  dcceafe,  in  thethirty* 
third  year  of  her  age,  and  in  the  fixth  of  her  rei^n.  She  was  exceedingly  la* 
mented  at'home  and  alrfo'ad  \  and  her  de«;h  at  this  jni.Aare,  was  a  gteac  di^d- 
vint^c  to  htr  lubjtfti, 

conding 
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ponding  tlie  earl  of  Rodhdler  in  fais  iribtion  rn  tlie  houfl;  of 
iords,  the  pariiament  was  held  to  be  no  way  aflSAed  by  her 
death,  but  proceeded  in  its  dehba*ations  as  if  no  fuch  accident 
had  happened'. 

It  Was  then  fiiggefted,  by  fuc)i  "as  diffik^d  tl^e  admimfh^tion,^ 
that  the  fending  admiral  Rttflel  irith  fo  great  a  fleict  into  At 
Mediterranean,  keeping  liim  there  for  fo  lon|;^nfne,and  direft- 
ing  him  at  laft  to  winter  in  thoie  pjirts,  was  cfontra^ry  to  ^he  in^ 
tereft  of  the  ifat!on,  in  occafion  of  v^ft  ftims  behig  rem^e'd  iti* 
to  foreign  parts,  and  an  zSt  of  too  great  complaiiahce  towards  our 
allies.  But,  upon  a  long  and  (harp  debat'eVtht  fiouik  of  lords  faiir 
reafon  to  juftify  this  meafure,  by  a  very  Warm  addrefs  to  the 
throne,  in  wiiich  they  fay,  «*  That  the  fending  fo  great  a  fleet 
^<  into  the  Mediterranean,  s^nd  continuing  it  in  thbfe  jiarts,  hai 
<*  beta  to  the  honour  and  advantage  of  your  biajefly  stnd  your 
M  kingdbms  ;  and  haying  fpent  fome  time  upon  confiderltion  of 
«<  the  condition  of  the  fleet  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  of  the 
<<  great  increaie  of  the  naval  Force  and  ftrength  of  our  neighbours, 
<*  conceive  it  to  be  our  duty  to  your  majefty  and  thekingdbm, 
f<  humbly  to  reprefeht,  that  the  hDi[iour  and  (Sfety  of  this  na* 

V  tion,  under  the  providence  of  Gbd,  chiefly  depehds  Upon 

V  yout  ftrength  at  fea;  And  whereas,  By  the  loiig  cohtinus^nce 
<<  of  this  war,  the  ntiniiber  of  your  flilp^  muft  Have  been  diht* 

V  nilhed,  :lhd  thofe  tiemaining  greatly  iitipairedj  wjb  think  it  of 
<«  the  highcft  importance  to  your  majefty's  fervicei  and  the  fe^ 
</  curity  and  ihtereft  of  your  people,  thdt  you  wduld  hk  |>leafe<i 
<<  to  give  fuch  fpeedy  and  efi^Aual  (lire£li6ns  (6t  the  repair  ahd 
)f  increafe  of  your  royal  navy^  as  may  enable  your  niajefty  hot 
<*  only  to  continue  a  ftrength  in  th^  Mediterhinean  during  this 
\*  war,  which  may  be  fuperior  to  that  df  our  enemies,  but  like* 
<<  Wife  to  nuincaih  fuch  a  force  here  at  home,  and  in  the  Weft 

•  See  Bnrnet*s  biftory  of  hit  own  tioici>  vol.  U.  p.  140.  It  it  erident,  if 
thit  conld  have  been  carried,  and  the  parliament  diiTjivccf,  tiiin|t  mu(l  have 
rtn  into  the  utmoft  confuHon;  and  therefore  it  it  amazing  that  any  man,  who 
pretended  the  lead  regard  for  hit  coontry,  flionld  efpoufe  r«>  deflruAiye  a  fcheme, 
even  thongh  hit  fcntimeart  had  been  eppofite  to  tho(e  of  the  perfont  intruded 
with  the  adminiftratioo.  But  (he  mitfortune  in  thofe  dayt  wat,  that  private  ir- 
tereft,  covered  with  pretencet  to  party,  boldij  undertooi^  whatever  avarice  or  am* 
bttion  dilated,  and  often  injured  the  pnblic  from  what  they  impored  on  the  ere- 
dgbnt  for  public  Tpirit. 

"  Indies. 
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f*  Indies,  as  fliall  be  a  recurity  for  our  coafts  and  plantations, 
f^  and  ^  protcGtion  of  our  frade,  and  fufiicient  both  for  the  an- 
f*  nojing  of  pur  enemies^  and  for  the  proteAing  and  convojring 
«  all  fuch  ftores  and  provifions  as  muft  be  fent  to  the  fleet  in 
**  tfaofe  parts,  upon  the  eiFeAual  and  timely  providing  whereof 
<<  the  fafety  of  that  part  of  your  majefty's  navy  does  (o  mucU 
f*  depend."  Tbii  addrefe,  which  was  prcfented  in  th^  begin- 
ning of  the  month  of  March,  tnd  to"  njrhich  the  king  returned  s^ 
favourable  anfwer,  fatisfied  the  minds  of  all  the  feniible  part  of 
the  natipp  on  this  head,  and  reconciled  thezn  to  the  abfence  of 
admira}  RilfleU  which  othef  wife  they  would  not  have  borne  bu^ 
with  great  impatience  ^         ' 

A  confiderable  fupply  being  fent  to  the  ^eet  in  the  beginning 
pf  the  year,  admiral  Ruilel  refolved  to  fend  a  fmail  fquadron  up 
the  Streights  $  it  was  eompofed  of  ilx  ftout  frigates,  and  the 
command  given  to  captain  James  Killegrew,  who  had  inftruc* 
tions  to  protect  our  own  trade,  and  to  annoy  that  of  the  enen^y. 
In  their  cruize,  on  the  f8th  of  January^  ^^95»  ^^^f  difcovercd 
two  French  ihips,  vht»  ^he  Content,  commanded  by  the  martinis 
du  Chalard,  of  feventy  guns,  and  the  Trident,  under  couii^ 
d'AuInoy,  of  fixty  guns,  between  Cape  Bona  and  the  ifland  of 
Pantalarea,  on  the  Barbary  coail.  'fbe  Fren{:h  men  of  war 
miftook  the  Englifh  for  merchantmen^  and  bore  down  upon 
them,  but,  quickly  perceiving  their  miftake,  endeavoured  to  gee 
away.  It  wa<  four  in  the  aft^mpon  before  captain  Killegrew, 
in  the  Plyrnoutb,  could  cqme  up  with  them ;  and,  the  wind 
being  then  calm,  (he  alone  engaged  both  the  French  fbips  for 
the  fpace  pf  mqre  than  an  hour,  in  which  time  captam  Killegrev^ 
was  killed  with  a  cannon-fliot.  Then  came  up  the  Falmouth^ 
captain  Grantham,  who  engaged  them  for  near  another  hour, 
till  the  other  ^Q^^  £ngli(h  frigates  came  in  :  whereupon  the 
French  feparated,  the  Carliile,  Newcaftle^  and  Southampton^ 
purfued  the  bjggeft  of  them,  an^  the  Falmouth  and  Adventure 

(  The  French  took  a  great  deal  '>f  pains  to  piiblifh  whatever  wn  faM  in  Kn^ 
land  againfl  this  meafore  j  and  indeed  chey  had  good  reafon,  lipcc  all  thnfe  ar« 
gumcnts  were  in' their  favour.  The  Englifb  Aeet  giviilg  law  to  them  in  the  Me* 
4iterrincan,  while  our  fqnaJrons  bombarded  thdir  ports  on  the  ocean,  fisnk  dielf 
pretenfions  to  maritime  power  fo  low,  that  ic  is  no  wander  they  were  delxroias  of 
promotinjr  the  views  of  that  party  in  £:inhnd,  which  oppofcJ  mearuces  fo  fatal 
CO  their  glry. 

*  the 
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Alt  leiTer,  the  Plymonth  being  forced  to  bear  away  for  Mellinat 
having  loft  her  forc-top-tnaft|  and  her  other  mails  and  rigging 
being  very  mueh  fhattcred.  The  French  made  a  running  fight 
the  njght  following  and  part  of  the  next  day,  when,  their  (hi{)S 
being  dlTaUed,  and  the  count  d' Aulnoy,  one  of  their  comman- 
ders, with  many  of  thefr  men  killed,  they  both  yielded.  One 
of  them,  called  the  Trident,  being  leaky,  and  it  blowing  very 
frefh,  the  Englilh  fent  her  to  Gorgonti,  and  carried  the  Content' 
to  Meffina,  where  they  arrived  the  2d  of  March.  The  Plymouth 
had  fourteen  men  killed,  and  thirty  wounded,  and  there  might- 
be  about  twice  that  number  killed  and  wounded  on  board  the' 
reft  of  the  ihips  ".  The  brave  captain  KiUegrew  was  interred  at 
Meffina  with  all  the  honours  du^  to  his  rank  and  merit  **'•  The 
news  of  this  action  reached  home  much  about  the  time  that  the 
lords  prefented  their  addrefsj;  which  was  a  very  fortunate  circum- 
ftance  for  the  friends  of  the  court,  who  mentioned  it'onalLoc** 
dcaGons,  as  a  fstCt  which  fully  fupported  their  arguments.  On  the 
other  fide,  a  large  account  of  this  affair  was  printed  at  Paris,  in 
which  the  marquis  du  Chalard  faid  a  great  many  fine  things  of 
himfelf  and  his  nation,  but  after  all  admits  they  were  beat '. 

On  the  5th  of  February,  1694,  a  great  fupply  of  provifions 
arrived  from  England,  and  foon  after  admiral  Rnfiel  detached 
rearwadmiral  Neville,  with  a  ftrong  fquadroo,  to  watch  the  mo- 
tions of  the  French.  In  the  beginning  of  April  arrived  the  land- 
forces,  conliftxng  of  about  four  thoufand  five  hundred  men,  un- 
der the  command  of  brigadier  Stuart  and  other  experienced  offi- 
cers, and  with  them  came  a  large  fleet  of  vi&ualkrs,  and  twelve 


"  Burchet*!  memoiri,  p.  »56,  t6y.    Colomnt  foftmcc,  p»  »64, 
^  I  ihtok  myfcirpbltj^ed  co  repart  from  cKe  mouth  of  «n  cye-wicoeft,  a  very 
estraoidinary  circumflance  in  rcLti  >n  to  this  engtlement.     When  captain  Killc-. 
grew  came4]p  with  the  Conimt,  the  whole  French  crew  were  at  pnyerf,  and  b« 
might  hare  poured  in  hi»  br^d fide  with  great  advantage ;  which,   however,  he' 
rcfufed  to  do,  adding  thif  rematkatk  csprcfGonp  '*  It  is  booeach  the  courage  of 
**  the  Eng!ilh  natiou  to  farpibe  their  enemies  in  fuch  a  poC^ure." 

'  I  (hall  not  frcHble  (he  reader  with  any  of  the  ftooriflies  io  this  or  other 
French  accounti  of  this  »ff*ir,  hut  content  myfelf  wiih  ohfertiog,  that  the  mat* 
qots  du  Chaliiid  fayf ,  the  Content  cariicd  S4  guns,  and  |8e  meo,  the  Trident  41 
guof,  and  309  men,  thjugh  in  fcveral  of  ibcir  own  lioel  of  battle,  io  the  yeai» 
itfpx  and  169^^  I  find  the  former  to  he  a  fhip  of  ^4,  afid  the  hrtter  of  60  gunp; 
«htch  is  fuficient  to  (hew  the  ecudii  due  to  ihcTc  ambers. 

bomb- 
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bomb*TefibU^  The  fliset  tb<;n  fiMled  frp(ii  Cadiz*  an4  protecd^ 
to  BarcelQfi9>  before,  which  port  th^y  arriVjeU  early  ia  the  moiith 
bj  i/Ujt  and. found  the,  Spaixii(h  aftair$,ia  Catalonia  in  the  fame 
decUpifig  way.iil  which.they  left  th^izit  notwithdaadingall  the 
prei&pg  remonftrance^  which  had  froxp.tikiieto  tioie  been  made. 
Ig^.oyir  adfpiral  tp.the.Spanifh  co|irt  on  that  fubje£t. 

In  the  mean  time  rear-admiral  Neville. was  fent  to  efcorc  at 
tipdy  ofSpanlfli  troops>  which  were,  to  b{e  tranfported  from  .Fi- 
lial intp.  that  province*.  He  had  alfo  directions  to  ^pply  himfelf 
to  the  duke  of  Sayoy>  in  order  to  be,  infoi:incd»  whether,  with 
the  afllAaPce  of  the  fleet,  he  0u.ld  i^^nderpake.to  invade  any^piaurt 
c£  the  dooliniohs  of  Fral^ce,  or  to  a(9(l  in  a  flefign  th^t  wai|  il^n 
formed  a^ainft, Toulon*  But  his  hjghnefs,bej/)g, intent  upon  ta* 
king.Cafalj  declined  en^CT^Qg.upqn  any.m.caruj|:es  of  this  nature ;. 
sind  therefore  n^at-admiral  NevfUc  was  forced  to  content  himfcif 
with  the  ex.ecvtjtion  of^tbe  other  p^^'t  of  hi^  iaftru£tionsi  and  jre«- 
join  the  grand  fleet  w|th  the  SpanijQi  troppsu^def  his  prote^^o; 
wh^ch  hfe  very  happily,  performed «; 

It  was  ab0ji^  th^  .n^iddle  of  tljp^moptb  of  July,  when  the  mf^r^ 
qtii9  dQ.Gaftanagai,  the  .Spanl(h  governor  of  Catalpnjia^  for.o&ed 
the  d^Ggn.of  retaking..Pdl^n)Q$,in  v^hJch  he  defired  the  affif- 
tance  of  admiral  RuiTeL  To  thispurpofche.miide  him  a  viil;  oti 
board  the  fleets  where  the  admiral  tpld  him  the  fi|iiatior>  things 
were  in^  the  necefliij^  h^  was  under  of  fepding  home  Sir  John 

y  Burch«t*s  memoiri,  p.  x68,  171.  The  S|>anUrdt  were  all  this  while  fillc;* 
ting  for  a  convoy,  an^  Ibmeetaiei  expreiled  t  good  deal  of  oneafm^ff  on  accoort 
of  itf  nok  being  provided*  Yet  this  was  emirelf  thdr  own  faiilt;  for,  while  t|kc 
admiral  thought  there  was  00  danger  of  the  French  coming  opt  of  Tooloti,  he 
had  prrfT.d  them  as  mnch  to  forward  their  embarkation  at  Final,  telltog  them 
plainly,  that  after  a' certain  time*  which  he  fixed,  he  (hould  not  think  \t  fafe  lo 
fpare  them  a  convoy.  But  they  tuAered  it  to  elapfe,  and  then  grew  iiiipattcnt, 
becanfe  admiral  RnHcl  woald  not  hazard  pircof  his  fleet,  and  all  their  forces,  bf 
fending  the  convoy  at  a  time  wKen  tHe  French  fleet  miglit  have  been  at  fea  on 
purpose  to  intercept  them, 

2  This  was  one  great  end  offending  admiral  ^aflH  into  the  Mediterranean  i 
f  >r  if,  with  the  aflifl^nce  of  the  diike  of  Savoy,  he  eoald  h&ve  undertaken  any^ 
thing  againft  Marfcitles  or  Toulon,  tc  would  have  coniipleted  the  ruio  of  the 
French  power  at  fea.  But  the  duke  was  fo  betif  upoii  the  eonqueff  of  (^afal,  that 
he  could  not  be  drawn  to  undertake  i'ny  other  enterpriie.  Admiral  ftbncl,  is 
foon  as  he  ttnderflood  this,  refotved  to  give  him  all  the  aflif^ance  pollible  in  that 
dcHgn,  ahd,  by  hindering  the  French  from  fending  any  fuccnurs,  enabled  him 
to  make  himfcif  maflcr  ofthe  place,  which  he  could  not  otberwlfe  have  taken, 

Mundca 
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isinim  with  ibnte  of  tiie  forgdb  fliipt,  and  the  knpoilibHxtjr 
there  Wfts  of  fuffeHng  tbe  tit>op8  hi  cuiitinue  6»  abore  a  tveek 
tor  a  few  days  longer  on  ftore^  Howtver^  in  fpitb  of  all  thdb 
diflkdtks  aiid  dUappointmeotSj  he  affiired  the  marquis,  that  he 
Wiis  t^cadjr  to  do  the  very  utmoft  in  his  powers  both  by  landing 
the  troops^  ind  by  fendiiig  in  a  fqUadron  of  light  ^tflels  to  bom* 
bard  the  fdaice.  In  cbniequence  of  thefe  refolutions,  the  Gonfe<« 
derate  fbrcdl^  €bnfi(ting  of  fotir  thoufaad  Bngliih  aod  Dutehi 
veme  landed ;  the  fermer  tinder  the  cbmniand  of  brigadier  Stoferti 
the  latt^  oiider  that  of  count  Naflau  *. 

Thb  was  oh  the  9th  of  Atiguft^  abd  it  wa^  the  nexA:  day  be« 
Arc  they  joined  the  Spanifh  army,  t^he  very  fight  df  which  was 
fuffici^ht  to  difcourage  them.  To  ennmeraie  theikr  wants,  wMid 
be  tenons  atid  nnnekeSary^  fince  hi  truth  they  trere  in  want  tif 
cvefy  thing ;  atid;  if  btif  pebple  had  iiot  by  accident  broi^M 
With  them  fome  picic-^ates  and  ihoyete  oH  (hore^  tliey  coUld  niot 
have  intrenched  tbemfelTes  \  which,  however,  was  Very  tteccf* 
Eiryi  Cnce  the  French  had  not  only  a  good  gaitifon  in  Palam^i 
bafc  an  army  at  Ibaft  eqoal  to  that  of  the  Spaniard^)  Within  fight 
IdF  the  place.  Hie  bombardment^  however^  fiicceedied  betters 
the  gresfteft  part  of  the  tdwn  add  caftie  were  deftroyod :  but  the 
adnui*al|  bSiiig  infbrcbed  that  the  French  fleet  were  coming  out 
l»f  Toulon,  thought  proper  to  reiinbai^k  bis  forces)  and  to  £bI 
Ibr  Hie  coall  of  Provenee^  in  drder  to  watch  the  motionfl  t)f  thift 
enemy  ^* 


•  fiurchet*!  memoirf,  p.  175.    Barnet's  hidoiry  of  hlf  own  times,  tol.  U.  p. 
iy4»  *is-  .  Colomna  tadtnti,  p,  1J4,  id's. 

B  Tiie  Frcncti  writers  gi^e  lit  another  aCttnine  of  chn  nstter;  thef  Rf^  diU 
Ihe  dnke  of  Vtendofbcy  who  tontAMmdad  their  »raiy  io  Galiioaia,  iSndia^  himfelf 
t^o  weak  to  ac^empc  railing  the  fiegc  of  P^Umos  by  force,  had  yet  addre(« 
l^oogh  CO  effcA  it  by  4  Itratagcm.  He  Tent  a  letter  by  the  mafler  of  a  li!blng. 
baHi,  dirieCled  to  Mr.  R&ndaij  geVemor  dt  thkt  places  acqoainting  hiis,  thit  hS 
ftnght  depend  on  fpiedy  rdifef^  the  (het  haitfaig  iaited  from  Toalod  in  the  begki* 
bjnjg  of  Sep'cmber.  't'he  maftcr  of  the  fiffaing  boat  bad  orders  to  pat  himfelf  ia 
t))e  way  of  the  Englilb^  which  he  did  j  and  the  admiral,  being  deceived  by  (his 
inter,  failed  immediately  foir  the  cuafl  of  t'roVence.  Ht(l.  mtlitaire,  tome  it!. 
^  19S.  yet,  Itt^poGng  this  fa^  to  be  Crbe,  the  French  had  no  great  canfito 
boaft )  for  Palamos  was  inedoced  to  fo  miferable  a  condition  by  being  bombarded, 
khat  rhe  Mie  de  Tendomc  thought  lit  foDn  afttfrto  withdraw  his  garrifoa,'  afid 
febw  tip  thb  reft  of  the  foriiBcaCions. 

•  Vol.  n.  3  G  After 
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Aft^r  bk  depaitare  from  the  coaft  of  CataIoiiia»  the  admiraf 
met  vrith  exceeding  iiad  weather)  which  hindered  him  from  ac- 
complifhing  fi>me  things  he  had  in  view.  He  found  alfoi  that  his 
intelligence  as  to  the  defigns  of  the  French  had  not  been  rery 
ciizGty  and  therefore  thought  it  advifaUe  to  retire  down  the 
Streights ;  which  he  did,  and  arrived,  towards  the  latter  end  of 
the  month  of  September,  in  the  bay  of  Gadta  ^«  There  he  made 
the  necefiary  dilpofitions  for  fccaring  our  trade  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean from  any  interruption,  by  leaving  a  fufficient  force  to 
fruftrate  the  deGgns  of  the  enemy,  and  even  to  aflift  the  Spa* 
iriards^'  in  cafe  they  (hewed  any  greater  care  of  their  own  can* 
eerns  after  hi»  departure  than  they  bad  hitherto  done :  and, 
having  taken  thefe  precantions,  and  given  proper  inftruffions  to 
Sir  David  Mitchel,  rear-admiral  of  the  red,  who  was  to  be  left 
with  a  fquadron  of  three  and  twenty  (hips  of  the  line,  beiidc9 
frigates  and  bomb^vefTels,  he  turned  his  thonghts  entirely  to  the 
carrying  the  reft  of  the  fleet  back  to  England,  moft  of  the  great 
ihips  being  very  foul,  and  many  of  them  but  indifferently  man* 
ned.  This  deiign  he  very  happily  accompliCbed,  arriving  in  No- 
vember with  twelve  fail  of  great  fliips^  exclu&ve  of  the  Dutch, 
a. frigate  or  two^  and  feme  fire«flups,  on  our  own  coaft '^ 

We  are  now  lo  confider  what  pailed  at  home„  and  how  thoie 
meafures  were  profccuted,  which  had  been  concerted  for  hum* 
Uing  the  French  in  the  oceauv  Our  attempts  the  year  before 
had  not  indeed  anfwered  the  fanguine  ex()e£hitions  of  ignorant 
people,  who  imagined  that  they  were  not  to  have  left  a  houfe 
ftanding  on  all  the  French  coaft,  and  on  the  other  hand  feemed 
6ut  to  juftify  too  weQ  what  fuch  as  were  beft  ikiUed  in  maritime 
9&m  had  advanced  as  to  the  impoflibility  of  performing  any 
great  &t vices  in  the  way  of  bombarding ;  yet  it  was  refolved, 
that  this  fliourd  be  purfued  \  The  great  men  in  the  cabinet, 
amongft  whom  was  the  famous^  earl  of  Sunderland,  perhaps  the 
ableft  mifiiifter  of  his  time,,  thought  tbemfelves  better  judges  of 
thefe  matters  than  either  the  feamen  or  the  people,  and  whil^ 
they  were  able  ta  (hew  their  own  force  for  the  prefent,  lefiea 
the  French  power  for  the  futurci  and  give  infinite  uneaCnels  to 

c  Prdent  Aace  of  Eoropc  for  1^95,  p*  335>  d  Bmrchec's  iDemoirs^ 

p.  xBs,  %S6.    Meroire  hhlorique  et  politique,  tomo  xix.  p.  sSo.  ^  Bar- 

BeCk  hiAory  of  bis  owfi  ilinet>  vok  H.  p«  Z07,  »«&• 

the 
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ihe  ffhcie  French  nation  by  fetch  expeditions,  the  expence  of 
riicm^  though  confiderablcy  was,  in  their  judgments,  very  far 
firom  being  thrown  away.  ^ 

They  were,  beCdes,  Tery  feniiUe,  that  nothing  could  enable 
us  and  our  allies  to  continue  tbe  war  with  any  profpeA  of  fuc* 
cefs,  but  our  making  fuch  ules  of  our  fleet  as  might  leflen  the 
▼ifible  foperiority  of  the  enemy's  forces  by  land.  This  had  been 
efiiedually  done  by  admiral  Ruffel  while  he  continued  in  the 
Meditenranean^  for  though  he  found  it  impoffible  to  enable  the 
Spaniards  to  do  any  thing,  who  had  little  or  rather  no  force  at 
all,  yet  he  had  vifibly  prevented  the  lefs  of  Barcelona,  and  in- 
deed of  all  Catalonia,  which  nothing  but  his  prefence  could  have 
kept,  either  this  year  or  the  laft,  out  of  the  hands  of  the  French^ 
and  the  bombanknents  of  laft  year  had  fruftrated  all  the  French 
fchemes,  and  kept  their  whole  naval  force  ufelefs  in  their  ports^ 
which  had  been  otherwife  employed  to  our  prejudice^. 

The  fleet  intended  for  this  lervice  was  in  fuch  forwardnefs  by 
the  middle  of  June,  that  the  lord  Berkley  of  Stratton,  who  was 
to  command  <t,  had  orders  to  repair  on  board.  On  his  arrival 
at  Spithead,  a  council  of  war  was  called,  in  order  to  confider 
what  fhould  be  firft  undertaken  ^  and,  upon  mature  deliberation^ 
it  was  refolved,  that  there  was  t(»e  greateft  probability  of  fuc-» 
ceeding  againft  St.  Maloe's.  But  the  Dutch  admiral  Allemonde 
having  acquainted  lord  Berlcley,  that  he  had  the  king's  abfolute 
orders  to  coniider  the  proje£l  for  attacking  Dunkirk  before  all 
others,  this  occaiioned  a  freih  delay.  However,  when  it  was 
propofed  that  the  Dutch  fliould  %€t  feparately  in  this  laft  under<r 
taking,  it  was  by  them  declared  imprafbicable,  and  a  full  refolu- 
tion  taken  to  execute  immediately  the  defign  againft  St.  Maloe's  '. 

With  this  view  the  fleet  failed  on  the  twenty-third  of  June; 
and  on  the  fourth  of  July  lord  Berkley,  with  all  the  Ihips  under 
his  command,  came  before  the  place,  and  began  inftantty  to 
bombard  Quince-fort  to  the  weftward,  and  the  battery,  raifcd 
by  the  enemy  to  the  eaftward,  oa  point   Danbour,   between 

f  This  is  the  jodgrecnt  of  fone  of  the  bed  political  writers  of  tliore  timet  i  en^ 
indeed,  if  we  condder  faAt,  we  cannot  but  be  convinced,  that  It  was  better  for 
vs  to  alarm  and  burn  the  French  coa(l,  than  to  fofler  tb(iQ  Co  ^I^rpi  and  bnfci 
«ors,  as  they  did  fome  yean  before.  ^ 

4  Borcbei*s  meinoirs,  p.  193.    Kennel.  8arne|« 
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ivhich  is  tbe  danncl  of  tke  town«  The  fifft  ftnrice  i^»  p»i 
formed  hj  cobmel  Richards,  who  hsid  thcee  Eogltfli  and  i««) 
Dutch  bomb^vefieU  under  his  cominaiid,  and  the  latter  iras  eoow 
Siitted  enttrelj  to  the  Dotch^  who  employed  ^lereia  £Mir  hatilh 
if^Sklf  fox  Bdany  hpiirs.  Ob  the  filthy  every  thmg  bcMg  wmdff 
to  attack  the  town,  lord  Beritey»  ahoat  four  ia  the  monuogy 
gave  the  fignal.  Up«ci  this  captain  Beobow  went  on  board  the 
Charles  gaUey,  and  hdfted  a  0am&K:oloared  flag,  and  tmiaedU 
4tel7  after,  the  Sn^fh  and  Dutch  fingaiea,  appoiatcd  to  ^aid 
%he  boinb>veffclfi,  entered  the  channel^  and  came  ta  an  anchoc 
within  a  mtk  and  a  half  of  the  town,  having  colonel  Richards^ 
with  the  bombrveflels^  in  ^  line  before  them.  Aboi^  6n  th« 
^mbafdmcnt  began.  AU  thi^  time  the  enemy  fired  very 
waci^lf  £rom  the  {hore,  from  the  batteries  oa  the  great  aadlit- 
^e  bay  iii^the  ifland  of  Danbot^i  from  Fort^YsmbaDy  ¥<oitr 
Royal,  Fort-QginGe,  (9^a  tbeir  gaUiea  and.  boats  taking  aUb  the 
f  pportonitiea  of  the  tides,  and  rowing  fometimea  fo  near  as  to 
gaU  with  their  fmall  (hot  the  line  of  bomb-vei^.  Tee,  in  fpii« 
qf  tbv5  intemiptiaQ,  the  bopibardipem  was  fy  vigoroufly  pag^ 
fuedj^  that  about  eight  o'dook  a  great  fire  broke  out  in  the  eaft 
part  of  th<^  towiH  and  vaft  clouds  of  fmoke  were  ieen  afeonding 
in.  £bven^  places.  Lord  Berkley,  admiral  AUemonde,  and  Sir. 
Cioudeflcy  Shovel^  ca^ie  in  their  boats  to  encourage  the  Ibamea, 
and  exprefled  much  fatisfaftion  s^  to  the  maimer  in  which  the 
attack  was  difpoied. 

An  Englifli  and  Dutch  fire«fhip  fet  the  wooden  fert  oa  th« 
Quince  rock  oa  fire,  which  burnt  for  two  hours ;  and  about  feuc 
\n  the  afternoon  a  great  fire  hrok^  out  in  tbe  ^eft  part  of  the 
town*  %  feven  in  the  evening  the  bomb-vefifels  had  ^p^ut  their 
whole  cargo  c^  nine  thoufand  bombs  andNC9|rca0es,  and  therefore 
the  figoa^  was  made  to  put  tp,fea*^^  Tliis  enterprV^e  was.exeeuted 
by  fix  EngliQi  and  four  Dutch  men  of  war,  ^ne  galliots,  four- 
teen ^at- bottom  boats,  and  two  brigantines.  The  lofe  fuftained 
by  the  enemy's  fire  was  fixty  men  killed  and  wounded,  a  bomb-; 
veflel  called  the  Terrible,  fo  fliattcrcd,  that  they  were  forced  to 
fet  ber  on  fire,  two  boats,  and  three  or  four  barks  funk.  The 
bombardment  tailed  fomewhat  more  than  eleven  hours,  with  all 
the  fuccefs  that  could  poflibly  be  espe^ted,  a  great  part  of  the 
place  being  burnt,  and  tbe  enemy  reduced  to  the  neceflitrof 
*  blowing 
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bteviag  up  SeffCTfk  koiifes»  to  prevent  the  whole  from  beiaf 
iteAroycd  \  ' 

The  IVench  accomts  do  iadced  ^Mtiadi^ft  tMt)  hat^  at  Ae 
fumt  tiaie»  thaf  areiiiGh  as  caaoot  ekber  mile  the  FeputtrioRof 
frnce,  with  iaqsavtU  j<idge»y  or  dtfcwtH  what  has  been  ad^ 
fanoed  on  this  fuhjea  hj  the  J^gtifli  ai|d  l>BKh.  M.  Qaiiigf 
tcBs  Q^  tha(  the  court  appointed  maRQul  {^Imfeiil  to  command 
gn  the  coaft  of  Brkany.  At  La  Bognche  had  luabattalioiia 
ol  maiinosy  three  of  miUtia,  a  regifnent  of  borfe)  and  a  Kgi«< 
fnent  of  dragoofis ;  and^  befides  tkeie,  be  had  a  nutneraiif  corpt 
^  referye.  M.  d'Eftfccs  cocnmaoded  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Rochelie  another  con^erabl^  bo^ly  of  forces.  The  care  of 
Arcft,  and  the  accent  country^  wa&  commkied  to  M.  Vanbovy 
yrho  had  afpecial  commiffion  to  enabk  him  to  command  the 
marines^  of  which  ther^c  were  twenty-two  battalions  on  the 
eoaiL  All  this  ihews  how  apprehenfive  the  FKnc(i  were  of 
thefe  vifits,  into  what  confofion  they  put  tbemi  and  what  mighty 
fxpences  they  were  c^bUged  ten  ^  at^  in  order  to  prprideagainft 
f heir  effeQs, 

As  to  this  particnhr  afair  pf  St.  MaIoe%»  the  author  before* 
mentioned  is  pleafed  to  fay^  our  fleet  confifted  pf  leventy  fail^ 
of  which  twenty»fi?e  or  thirty  irere  Voe-o&battk  ftips«  H^ 
ownS)  that  the  bombafrdment  continued  eleven  hours  \  Azt  nine 
^ondred  bombs  were  dirown,  of  which  five  hnndred*  Mir  in  the 
town,  whereby  ten  or  tweWe  houles  were  bunt,  thirty^fiTe  or 
forty- damaged,  and  eighteen  or  twenty  people  kSled  or  wound* 
fi  K    leather  Panie)  gtret  us  pretty  nea^  the  ^me  account  \  and 

■ 

%  8m  tbc  London  G»ecfie,  M'^.  30^  t  wbe?*,  however^  it  ic  fiM,  this  the 
tec  faiied  on  the  twenty Jlrft )  but,  in  »U  probabUity,  it  pat  ba^  asi^t  Sad  did 
^c  U\i  till  the  twenty-ninth,  at  appears  from  the  I^okdoQ  Gazette,  N°.  309«» 
The  aceoQOt  of  the  engagemeot  I  have  takeo  from  ray  lord  Berklqf*s  Qarr«tiYe» 
p«bH(bed  in  the  Gnette,  H^.  309^,  after  oomparin^  it  with  what  b  fa2d  in  Bnr^ 
€hct*9  nayal  hiftory,  and  t^c  Dutch  accounts;  all  \irhicb  ■gree  perfedly  together, 
a^d  therefore  I  can  fee  00  re«fon  to  doubt  any  of  the  fads  they  contain* 
•  i  Hiftoire  miJiiaire,  ton.  Hi.  p.  313.  Bat  all  that  it  faid  there  may  be  thni 
Bccounted  for.  The  French  court  always  kept  io  pay  a  fettled  journalill,  who 
waf  inflruded  to  heighten  all  their  fncceflci,  and  to  extenuate  all  their  lo/ks,  hf 
feigned  relations;  which  teiations  are  fince  reckoned  proper  documeots  for  hlfto* 
ry;  though  at  the  time  they  were  pobliOicd  their  true  value  was  very  well  known^ 
and  they  very  juAly  defpifed^  not  abroad  only,  but  even  by-  fenfible  people  la 
f  ranoe. 

both 
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both  agree^  that  two  infernal  machbcs  were  fpcnt  on  Fort* 
Quince,  one  to  very  little  and  the  other  to  no  purpofe^.  Tet, 
when  it  is  remembered  that  Sc.  Maloe's  w^s  an  old  towii^  its 
buildings  moftljr  of  wood,  the  ftreecs  very  nanrow,  and  the  piace 
crowded  with  foldiers,  it  is  not  eafy  to  gtiefs  how  fo  many 
bombs  could  poiBbly  fall,  and  yet  do  fo  little  hurt ;  and  this  in- 
duced a  Dutch  joumalift  to  iay  merrily  enojtgh,  that  the  Malo- 
ios  had  taught  their  dogs  (which  erery  body  knows  they  make 
ufe  of  to  guard  their  city}  to  take  up  the  bombs  in  their  moothsy 
and  run  away  with  them  out  of  town  "*. 

After  this  afiair  was  over,  it  was  refblyed,  that  a  Imall  (qua- 
dron  (hould  proceed  to  Granville,  a  place  of  ibme  trade*  This 
fquadron  confiAed  of  eight  frigates,  and  as  many  bomb-veflels, 
viz.  five  Eaglifli  and  three  Dutch.  On  the  8th  of  July  about 
nine  in  the  morning,  capuinBenbow  anchored  before  the  place, 
and  colonel  Richards,  about  an  hour  afterwards,  began  the 
bombardment,  which  lafted  till  fix  in  the  evening,  and  then  the 
fquadron  bore  away,  leaving  this  town  all  in  flames,  which  is  a 
fadt  the  French  have  never  offered  to  difpute,  though  moft  of 
their  writers  flip  it  over  without  faying  a  word.  On  the  ninth 
the  fleet  appeared  beft)re  Havre  de  Grace;  not  with  any  defign 
to  att^k  il^  but  merely  to  alarm  and  harafs  the  enemy :  which 
having  performed,  they  failed  fi>r  Portfinouth,  in  order  to  make 
the  neceflary  preparations  there  for  an  attempt  upon  Dunkirk, 
the  deftni£tion  of  which  port  would  have  given  equal  fatisfac- 
tion  to  the  Englifli  and  Dutch,  both  nations  fuffering  very  much, 
though  not  equally,  by  her  privateers,  which  were  the  very 
bane  of  all  our  northern  and  coaft  trade  **• 

On  the  return  of  the  fleet,  four  hundred  foldiers  were  imme« 
diately  embarked,  and  Mr.  Meeders  received  orders  to  prepare 
his  machines,  on  the  fuccefs  of  which  the  whole  affair  depend- 
ed.    After  this,  all  the  proper  meafures  were  concerted  with 


k  J<iiirnal  hifloriqiie  de  Losis  XIV.  p.  i8i.     Both  his  and  the  mirqnis  de 
<^a:ncy*f  acconrC,  are  copied  from  their  Gazettes.  »  Prefent  flate  ef 

Europe  for  1695 j  p>  ^5o,  xjt,  27^.  See  vice-admiral  AlIemonde*a  letter 
Co  the  ftatef ,  dated  Joly  iStb,  1^9;.  Life  of  king  William  p.  410.  Kcnnet*s 
biftory  of  England,  vol.  Hi.  p.  690.  ^  Burchet*s  memoirs,  p.  ip8« 

^nrnet*a  hiOory  of  hif  own  times,  vol.  ii.  p.  i  jj.  London  OazetCr«  N°.  3095. 
Mercnretitftorique&poiittqQe,  torn.  xix.  p.  113. 

that 
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that  engineer.  Bat,  whether  through  fome  backwardnefs  in 
him,  or  from  what  other  accident  it  is  not  very  clear,  fo  it  was, 
that  the  month  of  July  expired  before  the  attempt  upon  Dun-^ 
kirk  was  made.  On  the  firft  of  Auguft  lord  Berkley  fent  in  tho 
bomb-ketchesj,  fire- (hips,  and  machine* veilels,  with  fevend  light 
frigates  and  brigantines,  to  proteA  them  againft  the  enemy's 
half-gallies,  and  other  armed  boats,  of  which  they  had  a  great 
many.  About  nine  in  the  morning  the  bombardment  began  ^ 
about  two  in  the  afternoon  four  fmoke-fliips  were  fent  in,  which 
were  burnt  to  little  or  no  purpofe.  The  bomb-veflels,  hcwevery 
continued  £ring  till  about  five,  and  then  with  the  frigates,  ^r. 
were  ordered  off.  Several  of  the  ihells  fell  into  the  rife-bank 
and  upon  the  pier-heads,  and  three  of  the  enemy^s  half-gallie» 
were  funk. 

But  they  had,  it  muft  be  allowed  in  all  places  made  fucU 
great  preparations  for  their  defence,  with  boats,  booms,  chains^ 
piles,  and  pontoons,  with  guns  upon  them,  a»  rendered  this  at-^ 
tempt  altogether  impra£licable«  The  French  give  a  very  long 
and  pompous  account  of  this  affair,  upon  which  they  flruck  a 
medal,  and,  I  think,  do  the  Englilh  more  honocur  than  any. 
of  their  own  relations ;  for  they  make  the  mifcarriage  of  this 
attempt  the  efifcA  of  the  courage  and  conduA  of  feveral  of  their 
inoft  experienced  fea-officers ;  whereas  our  authors  univerfally 
afcribe  it  either  to  the  want  of  fkill  in  Mr.  Meeflers,  or  to  the 
mifunderflanding  between  him  and  fome  of  the  fea-ofiicers  y 
which  is  the  more  probable>  fince  he  deferted  the  fervice  in  the 
night,  and  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  take  any  (hare  at  all  in 
the  fubfequent  attempt  upon  Calais^. 

Lord  Berkley,  notwithflanding  this  difappointmcnt,  refolved 
to  profecutc  his  orders,  and  coming  before  Calais,  called  a 
council  of  war,  in  which  it  was  determined  to  endeavour  firfk 
of  all  to  burn  a  wooden  fort  ereded  at  the  entrance  of  the  pier- 

^  I  hfve  taken  chif  iceoont,  a«  tbofc  before  fnfertedy  from  all  the  reUrioos  I 
coald  meet  with,  cither  of  oar  own  or  foreign  writers,  particulaiiy  that  publi(h- 
rd  in  the  Gazette,  N°.  310^.  Burcbct't  memoirs,  p.  198.  The  prefect  Rate  uf 
Enrope  for  169$,  p.  xB^,  Qjincy  hiftoire  militatre  de  Lonii  XIV.  torn.  iii. 
p.  184,  18;.  Reincourr,  torn.  iii.  p.  460.  Larrcy,  torn.  ii.  p.  156.  Journal 
hiAorique  de  Lonis  XIV.  par  l>.  Daniel,  p.  iBa.  But  all  they  advance  appears 
i«>  be  colieded  Ifom  the  dtffcicm  rcU:ior.s  prioted  by  auihoruy,  to  tnufe  ani 
OiifivdU  the  peo^L*. 

heads^ 
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Iliads,  wTiich  was  fifnifhed  wUh  (bartetin  htzvj  cannoo  ]  tm\ 
with  Tetrerfd  other  batteries,  defended  the  entrince  of  th«  place 
in  fach  a  matuieri  that  it  was  abfolutely  rmpbdiMe  any  thing 
tould  be  undertaken  till  thefc  bbftaclei  were  ircmo?ed.  To  thrt 
end,  colonel  Richards  was  ordered  to  fill  two  well-boats  witH 
the  materials  of  a  fire-fliip,  aifKi  to  difpofe  the  boats  for  making 
a  formal  attack.  Several  accidents  prevented  the  Execution  of 
rtiis  dcfign  till  the  feventecnth  of  Auguft  in  the  morning,  whcii 
anchoring  eaftward  of  the  town,  the  bombardment  began  with 
fiich  fiicccfs,  that  by  noon  the  place  was  on  fire  in  feveral  parts. 
About  this  time  the  eneiny^s  half-gallic^  Came  out,  and  ftood 
along  under  the  (hore,  in  order  to  bi-eak  the  line  of  bomb^ 
Veffels ;  .but  the  frigates  and  brigahtihes  ftahding  in,  put  thetH 
into  fuch  confufion,  that  they  retired  with  great  pi*ecipitation^ 
and  wkh  much  difiiculrf  recovered  the  picr»-heads.  The  tknn- 
bardmem  was  then  continued,  without  any  farther  interiiiptioni 
till  about  6ve  in  the  afternoon ^  by  which  time  fix  hundred  fhclls 
were  thrown  into  the  place*  The  magazine  and  tbe  rtfb<bank 
were  intirely  burnt,  feveral  houfcs  deftroyed,  arid  inany  more 
very  much  damaged  ;  with  this  particular  circiimftance  in  o«r 
favour^  that,  notwithftafldirtg  all  the  efforts  of  the  eftcmy,  and 
^  prodigious  fire  from  then-  batteries,  wc  fuffered  very  little  Ibis  j 
6nly  captain  Ofbome,  who  commanded  the  Aldboroiigh  ketthj 
was  killed  bv  a  cannon-ball  ^. 

M.  Quincy  affe^s  to  treat  this  attack  as  a  i^ery  (light  thing) 
aflerting,  that  not  above  three  or  four  houfes  were  confumed^ 
and  about  as  many  people  killed  ;  and  yet  he  acknowleges  thai 
abundance  df  men  had  been  brdered  thitlier^  and  a  gfeat  deat 
of  pains  taken  to  prevent  their  fufiering  at  ill  by  this  attelnpt } 
which  (hews  how  great  thdt  apprehcnfions  Were^  and  how 
neceflary  it  was  to  calm  the  mindd  of  the  people  by  paUifhin^ 
fuch  accounts^  but  depreciates  their  judgments  very  miich,  whd 
took  all  thefe  precautions,  where  (if  they  are  believed)  no  mii^ 
diief  could  be  done  \ 

P  Lnndofl  Oaxettc,  K°.  3107.  Buret's  meAoiTt,  p.  30 s«  pointer's  dif^ 
iicbgic«l  hUlory,  voL  ii.  p.  4x3.  Mcrcure  hiftorique  ft  pciici^vd*  torn.  xit. 
p.  177*  ^  HiOoire  miUttire,  toiA«  iii.  p.  189.     P»  Daniel  joornsl  fatf- 

coriquc,  p.  183.  Mcrcure  biftoriqoe&  politique,  ton.  xix«  p*  ttoi  in  vbkh  iC 
infertcd  the  French  rcUtion  of  this  bBfineis^ 

Tbb 
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This  wne  the  lafi  attack  of  the  kind  that'  was  made  tbt8  year  ^ 
iind  though,  upon  the  whoie^  not  only,  the  Englifli,  but  the  con- 
federates in  general  reaped  very  confidcrable  advantages,  front 
their  ruining  in  this  manner  all  the  enemy's  coafts^  white  their 
fquadrons  were  fhtit  up  iii  their  ports^  and  in  no  capac^ity  to  un- 
dertake any  thing,  yet,  on  the  retiim  of  the  fleet^  the  council 
thought  fit  to  examine  into  the  condtifib  both  of  the  ofiicers  and 
engineers^  who  charged  each  other  reciprocally  with  want  of 
Jkill,  or  want  of  zeal ;  bat,  upon  a  long  and  ibriA  examination 
into  the  matter,  it  was  found,  that  their  want  of  unanimity  was 
the  greateft  misfortune^  and  it  appeared  fo  plainly,  tliat^  by  pro- 
per management;  the  French  ports  might  be  ruined,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  mighty  pains  arid  immenie  expence  employed  in 
fortifying  them,  khat  it  was  refolded  to  pro&cuts  the  fame  me- 
thod ;  and  it  was  particularly  recommended  to  Mr.  Meefters, 
not  only  to  be  more  tareful  in  providing  for  the  fupply  of  his 
tnachioes  with  whatever  was  neceflary  for  their  a^ing  efFe£iually, 
but  alfo  to  fecure  a  fulEcient  number  of  experienced  pilots,  for 
Want  of  which  bbth  the  attenipts  oh  Dunkirk  had  mifcarried  ^ 

That  refpeft  which  is  due  t6  truthi  and  the  information  with* 
but  referve  of  oiir  readers;  will  riot  permit  the  palling  over  in 
filence  fome  misfortunes  that  fell  out  this  year  at  fea.  When 
the  Frerich  court  found  that;  notwithftanding  the  vaft  expence 
they  had  been  at  in  order  to  iraife  a  maritime  pbwer;  they  were 
yet  unable  to  look  the  Englifli  and  Dutch  iii  the  face,  they  very  ^ 
prudently  gisive  lea^e  to  many  of  their  Tailors  to  enter  on  board 
privateers;  which  enabled  them  to  dtfturb  our  trade,  and  to 
enrich  themfelves.  The  marquis  of  Caermarthen,  who  had  the 
command  of  a  fquadron  ftationed  off  the  Scilly  iflands,  was  {o 
unlucky  as  to  miftake  a  fleet  of  nierchaht-^men  for  the  Breft 
fquadron  t  whereupon,  without  taking  any  pains  to  be  fatisfied 
)vhethcr  he  was,  or  was  not  in  the  right,  he  retired  immediately 
into  Milford-haven;  which  expofed  the  Barbadoes  fleet  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that  many  of  them  were  loft,  two  Eaft  India  (hips 
were  t^iken  at  fea;  and  three  more  were  either  burnt  or  taken 
h^ar  Galway  in  Ireland,  by  foq^e  privateers  acting  under  king 

^  t^M  a  more  fat'ifaflory  acccoot  of  this  matter  in  oar  memoirs  of  the  lord 
Berkley  of  Stratcon. 

Vol.  11.  3  H  James's 
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Junes'^  iobmoiUIion  '•  Tbcfe  five  fliifs^  bifliop  Burnet  teQs  us, 
were  worth  a  imUiony  and  tkerefore  we  need  not  be  forprifed^ 
that  hj  the  lois  of  them,  which  afieded  fo  maoj  people,  a  great 
damour  was  raifed  among  the  merchants* 

The  admitaltj  escnfed  themieli«s  by  prodocmg  the  haArve* 
tioQS  given  to  the  marqiis»of  Caermaithen,  and  other  officers  ^ 
but,  notwitbftaQding  ail  that  coidd  be  fiud,  k  appeared  incen- 
tcftibljr,  that  the  true  faarce  of  our  lofies  in  this  reipeft,  and  of 
the  French  fuccefs,  was  their  having  fo  good  iatelligefice  of  aft 
otic  motioDs;  whereas  it  never  appeased,  that^  with  aU  the  mo- 
ney %MoS  for  thb  puqpofe,  we  had  any  tolerable  accounts  of 
theifs.  How  far  this  was  ^wing  to  their  diligence  and  dexteri- 
ty, and  how  hr  to-  our  indolence  and  treachery,,  is  what  1  (hall 
not  pretend  to  detcvmine^  but  content  myfelf  with  obferviag, 
that,  in  a  time  of  war,  no  money  is  to  ill  fpared  as  that  which 
might  be  employed  in  gaining  early  notice  of  an  enemy^s  pre^ 
parations  ^  for  thai^gh  their  dcfigps'  may^  yet  tfaofe  can  never  be 
llid^ 

Bat,  in  feme  raeafure  to  balance  dieie,  we  m^  have  leave  t» 
mention  a  few  afis  of  eiitraordinafy  courage  and  condu£l»  which 
our  own  consitrymen  perfoarmed  ^  and  whicb^  if  it  were  for 
their  Angularity  only^  d^ferve  to  be  remembered*  On  the  30tb 
of  May,  1695,  as  ci^  William  Tbompfon,  mailer  of  a  fifiung 
boat  beliHiging  to  the  port  of  Fool  in  Dorfetfhbe^  was  fiOiing 
near  the  iHand  of  P^rbeck,  with  only  one  man  and  a  boy,  an<k 
perceiving  a  privateer  of  Cherbourg  t«  bear  down  upon  him^ 
he  was  fo  hr  £rom  avoi£iig  the  enemy,  thai  h-e  made  ready  to 
defend  bim&lf  the  heft  way  he  could  with  two  little  guns,  which 
he  had  mounted,  and  ibme  fmall  arms ;.  and  with  fo  inconfider- 
able  a  force  behaved  btmfelf  with  fiich  fuccefe,  that  in  a  little 
time  he  wounded  the  captain,  the  lieutenant,  and  fix  more  of 
the  French,  which  fo  difcouraged  the  reftj,  that  they  bore  away*^^ 
But  then,  in  his  return,  Thompfon  gave  choice  to  the  privateer, 
iired  upon  her  for  two.  hours  together,  and  at  length  made  the 
enemy  ftrikc,  beg  for  quarter,  and  furrender^*  fo  that  Thomp- 

• 

s  Kfemoiret  publics,  Qoincy  biftotre  militalre  de  Lonis  XIV.  RetnoMirt  hU*- 
totrc  cl?  Louis  XIV.  t^>fn.  ui.  p.  479*  '  Bamct*<  hiftory  of  huova' 

limes,  vol.  is.  p.  i  j;.    Kennct,  OldmUbn;  Pfcfent  flate  of  Burope,  Lift  of  kln^ 

Wiiliam* 

fon^ 
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toUf  tlias  Ti^rioitt,  hroogiit  away  die  iloop  with  fourteen  pri- 
fooonf  {oi  wkkh  tbe  captata  was  one),  having  left  two  more 
at  Corfe-caftle^  and  canried  her  into  Pool  harboor.  This  pri* 
vateer  had  two  pailararoes^  federal  fmail  arms  and  grenadoes, 
and  fijueea  mea«  Fair  this  gaUant  exploity  th^  lords  of  the  ad*- 
wuraky  gave  cqpfeainTbonpfim  a  goM  chain  and  medal,  of  the 
«al«e  of  fifty  pooikUf  and  made  him  a  {Mrefent  alfo  <^the  TeiTci 
lie  had  taken  «*. 

Iliear  lordflups^  «ot  long  aiter,  gMre  a  like  chain  and  medal 
to  Mr«  Wifllia«8»  who  was  Itbewife  maft^  of  a  £ifafY>g*fmack: 
bsloi^iog.to  Whitfond^bay,  for  retaking  feveral  veflels  after 
they  had  fatten  into  the  hands  of  Tsench  privateers  ^.  Theie 
rewards  had  iiich  an  effcffc,  that  captain  Feter  Joliifie»  in  a 
fmaU  hoy»  caliod  ike  Sea  AdvemvNre^  perceiving  a  French  priva- 
teer in  the  ifland  «f  Pnrbeck  aMike  prise  of  a  fifhing-boat  be<- 
iooging  to  Weymouth,  he  boldly  attacked  him,  though  of  three 
times  his  ftrengtb^  and  havmg  fitA  oUi^ed  him  to  quit  his  prize^ 
afterwards  forced  htm  on  fliore  nearihe  town  of  Lnlwortb,  the 
pec^e  of  which  made  themfelves  mailers  of  the  veflel,  and 
took  the  crew  prifioncrs^  for  which  brave  expioity  captain  Jol^ 
}sfie  was  honoured  aiib  wkb  a  gold  chain  and  medal^.  Several 
«cher  aAions  of  this  fort  gave  repntatbn  to  tbe  Englifli  feamen^ 
ond  plainly  fiMwed,  that  nothing  but  diviCons  in  our  councils, 
and  faftions  in  our  fleets,  hindered  us  from  fucceeding  in  our 
ilefigns  of  making  a  dcfoent  on  the  coaii  of  France,  and  re* 
venging  the  injuries  done  our  commerce  by  the  privateers  of 
that  nation :  a  defign  every  way  juft  and  reaf<Hiable^  fipce  the 
French  king  not  onljr  fumifhed  tbofe  privateers  with  feamcn^ 
but  alfo  employed  his  own  ihips  in  this  kind  of  piratical  war^ 
and  caufed  feveral  medals  to  be  ftruck  on  the  iiiccefs  of  it:  but 
whether  thcfe  will  tranfmit  his  glory  or  fliame  K>  pofterity^l 
leave  every  impartial  reader  to  determine  ^ 

The 

w  London  Gazette,  N°.  1085.  Fointcr*s  cbionological  hiftory,  vol.  li.  p.  411, 
^i».     Piefent  ftsce  of  Eorope.  ^  London  Gazette,  No.  3085. 

'  London  Gacette,  N^.  30S9. 

J  I  have  always  looked  npoo  this  as  the  (Irongeft  proof  of  the  reAitodc  of 
<bore  cooBCfl*,  to  which  wcie  owing  tbe  bombardment  of  the  Ftench  coafli^ 
«od  therefore  I  thmk  it  noAy  nM  be  amifs  to  give  tbe  reader  fome  inOsnecs  iit 
4*ppoH  of  wbac  is  dcliveied  in  the  text.    Every  bcdy  knows  how  fond  thp 

3  H  »  Frci.cl^ 
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The  campaign  in  Flanders  b«ing  over,  kiog  William  returned 
to  England,  and  on  the  eleventh  of  O&obef  arrived  at  |Cenfing* 
ton,  and  inimediately  after  piibiiflied  a  prociamadbn,  by  whicb 
he  difiblved  the  parliameht,'^nd  called  a  new  one,  which  was 
to  m^ct  on  the  twenty-fecond  of  November  foUbwmg  *•  About 
the  fame  time  Sir  Geoi^e  Rooke  received  orders  to  proceed 
with  all  expedition  to  the  fleet, 'with  the  fquadrbn  under  bis 
command.  He  was  on  this  occafion  declared  admiral  of  tbc 
white, '  an4  admiral  and  commander  in  chieiF  of  his  niajefty's 
ihips  In  the  Mediterranean,  with  ioftruAtons  to  proted  'th« 
£ngli(h  commerce,  to  annoy  the  enemy,  and,  in  oafe  they  pai^ 
fed  the  Streights,  to  follow' them  with  the  whole  fleet,  or  a 
firength  proportionable  to  theirs. 

'  Sir  George  parted  from  the  EngtiOi  coaft  on  th«  fixteenth  of 
O&ober  169;,'  with  feventy  fail  of  men  of  war  and  merchant* 
men  under  his  command,  and  in  thirty-eight  days  arrived  fafdy 
in  the  ^ay  of  Cadiz.  There  he  applied  bimfelf  with  the  utmoft 
diligence  to  the  fcciirih^  the  fafe  return  of  tlie  Turkey  fleet,  ami 
proteAing  every  where  the  Engliib  trade  from  the  danger  tq 
which  it  ftoQ4  expofed  from  the  French  privateers ;  but,  as  to 
the  latter  part  of  his  inllrudions,  he  found  himfelf  fcarce  in  a 
capacity  to  carry  them  into  execution,  the  fiarce  he  had  in  the 

port  of  Cadiz  being  much  inferior  to  the  ftrength  he  knew  the 

I    .  I  .    »      .  •-      .    i        ...         .  .* 

\ 
French  king  «rat  of  eaoftng  the  remarkable  a^onf  of  hit  reign  to  be  cerorded 
by  medilv }  aiid  therefore  their  te(tiffleny  is  anexceprionahle.  On  the*  takit» j 
the  lodu  n-.ips.  formerly  mcntioiied,  there  w«t  •  medal  ftroc|c,  re|>refeiitin# 
thefe  vcfTcU  unhding,  and  tbeir  cargoes  tkken  from  the  [Ijvcs  who  brought  {hem 
Ofl  lhorlp,by  a  man  completely  armed,  with  thic  ihfcriprion,  InJic£  %9ftium  opes 
inttrcept4:  i\  c.  The  treafuretof  the  Indie*  taken  from  fhe  «ncmi«f."  lo  the 
exergue,  i6p5-  Upop  John.du  Bart's  dcAroying  a  fquidroii  of  Dutch  (hrps,  an- 
other medal  appeared,  on  which  was  reprefented  the  Bativtan  lion,  pri»ttrate  on 
(he  ground,  rbe  genius  of  Holland  fitting  on  his  back,  and  looking  with  aa  air 
of  diflra^ion  towards. a  fhip  at' Tea,  with  this  legend,  Jncenfn*  out  ee^tii  hofimm 
mavUiis  Qntraiis  triginta,  heiUcis  irihus  ;  that  is.  Thirty  Dicrchant  (hips,  and' 
three  men  of  war,  belonging  to  the  enemy,  either  burnt  or  lakea.  In  the  ex. 
rrgue,  aj  Ttxellum^  ^69$,  A  roedai  wai  alfo  ftruck  crt  the  fruitlefs  bombard- 
fng  of  Dunkirk,  Which  Ihewed  ofhoW  jjrcir  importanee  the  Fixnch  "king  thonghi 
that  neO  of  pirates.  Hifloire  de  Louis  XTV.  tcm.  v.  p.  99.  Oeratd  Van  Looa 
hilloire  metaUiqtie*des  Pays  Bas,' torn.  iv.  p.'iff. 

a  Prefcnt  ftate  of  Europe  for  itf95«  p.  3^6.     Pointer's  chrortologicti  hiftoriin, 
rol.  ii«p.  416.     Buioci**  Lillory  of  bis  own  times,  toL  ii.  p.  itfo. 
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Brencb  had  at  Toulon,  and  therefore  he  was  obliged  to  pro^ 
yide  the  heft  he  could  for  his  fecurity  there :  many  of  the  great 
^glifh  (hips»  and  moft  of  the  Dutch  under  his  command,  be- 
ing fo  foul,  that  it  would  have  been  unfafe  to  have  hazarded 
tbeoi  in  an  engagement.  In  this  fituation  Sir  George  Rooke 
fwuiined  for  fottie  time,  and  then  receiyed  his  majefty's  com- 
inands  to  return  for  England  *• 

Wc  are  now  to  enter  on  the  tranfaAiQns  of  1696',  a  year  in 

•      •         • 

which  both  the  French  iind  the  allies  were  refolved  to  exert 
their  greareft  flcill  and  utmoft  force  for  continuing  the  war, 
(hough  tbef  were  both  heartily  weary  of  it,  and  had  fufficient 
^eafons  to  wiih  for  peace.  At  home  our  party-debates  ran 
much  higher  than  ever.  The  Tories  were  formed  into  a  fixed 
and  tonftani  oppbfitipq  to  the  government,  making  it  a  capital 
point  of  pa^riotifm  to  perplex  public  affairs;  the  Englifli  mer- 
chants were  exceedingly  urieafy  at  the  loflcs  they  had  fulbined  in 
frade,  and  all  Scotland  was  in  copfuOon  on  account  of  the  oppo- 
^on  giyen  to  the  proje£i  they  had  formed  for  eflablifhing  an  Ea{l 
India  Company,  and  making  alfo  a  fettlement  in  the  Weft  Indies 
at  Darien.  To  thefe  fources  of  uneafinefs  there  were  added 
many  others,  fome  of  greater  and  fome  of  lefs  importance: 
among  the  former  may  be  reckoned  the  bufinefs  of  a  general 
re-coinage;  and,  among  the  latter,  an  epidemic  corruption, 
which  had  fpread  itfelf  thropgh  almoft  every  office  in  the  king- 
dom,  equally  to  the  difcredit  of  the  government,  and  opprellion 
of  the  people. 

While,  therefore,  the  parliatnent  dircftcd  its  councils  to  the 
finding  out  remedies  proper  for  fo  many  and  fo  great  evils,  the 
French  were  contriving  (as  indeed  it  was  but  natural  they  fhould) 
how  they  might  turn  oqr  domeftic  difputes  moft  to  their  own 
advantage,  and  at  laft  projeAcd  the  meslns  to  fet  on  foot  a  con- 
spiracy here,  while  they  were  preparing  there  all  things  necefTary 
for  the  making  a  formidable  invaiion.  Thus  at  the.clofe  of  the 
war  they  made,  as  their  policy  commonly  is,  vaft  efforts,  as  well 
An  hopes  of  carrying  their  point,  as  to  juftify  their  departure 

*  Bnrchet's  memoiri,  p.  186,  290.    Pointer*i  chrnDoIogical  hiflonan,  toI.  ii. 
f .  41$,  417.    Mercvre  biftonqoe  9c  politique,  tom/xU.  p.  573* 

from 
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from  it,  in  cafe»  after  (6  bold  ao  attempt,  Aitj  Aoidd  oiect 
freih  difappoiDttnents  \ 

It  was  pretty  early  in  the  winter  that  the  French  king  formed 
the  projed  of  invading  England,  atid  by  (his  meana  reftoring 
king  James.  But  the  firft  fufpidoo,  that  was  had  b^c  of  his 
defign,  arofe  from  bis  inaUng  a  grand  preoKHioo  of  fea-oScen^ 
^nd  amongft  them  no  fewer  than  twenty  captains  of  men  of  war } 
which  looked  as  if  they  did  W}t  intend  to  kt  their  fleets  br  idle, 
as  they  had  done  for  two  years  paft :  and  what  greaicly  abmneii 
the  nation  was,  that  we  had  no  confiderable  nUTal  fence  at  home 
to  oppofe  them  ^.  Their  greateft  preparatioils  being  at  Touloo, 
confounded  our  politicians  not  a  little,  and  lerved  to  keep  their 
attention  fixed  to  the  Mediterranean. 

But  in  the  beginning  of  January,  i6f6,  the  French  fcheoie 

]began  to  unfold  itfelf,  by  the  early  failing  of  a  fleet  to  Dmikirk* 

It  was  ufual  for  them  to  fend  a  large  number  of  viAuaUers  thi* 

ther  in  the  winter,  efccrted  by  a  fmall  A^uadron  of  men  of  wan 

But  the  fleet  now4ent  was  much  greater  than  formerly,  and  the 

fquadron,  that  failed  with,  it  as  an  efcOrt,  confided  of  feventeen 

inen  of  war.    Soon  after  this  an  army  of  twenty  thoufand  men, 

drawn  with  all  pofllble  filence  from  the  adjacent  garrifi>n$,  was 

brought  down  to  the  fea-coafts,  and  five  hundred  traofports 

provided  with  extraordinary  diligence  and  fecfecy»  in  order  to 

carry  over  the  greater  part  of  them  to  England,  while  moft  of 

our  large  diips  were  laid  up,  and  the  reft  either  in  the  Mediter* 

ranean,  or  refitting  here,  in  order  to  be  fent  thither^.    So  that 

hitherto  all  things  Teemed  to  fayour  the  views  of  the  enemy, 

vho  were  not  a  little  rejoiced  at. an  accident  that  happened  at 

Giliingham  in  the  river  Medway,  where  the  Royal  Sovereign 

took  fire,  and  was  totally  confumed,  though  without  prejudice 

to  any  of  the  (hips  which  laj  near  her^. 

It 

b  Kennet,  Burnet,  Oldvixon,  Quincy,  P.  Daniel,  &c.  «  Hirtoire  mi- 

litatre  de  Louis  XIV.  tone  iii.  p.  xor.  Kennet,  Suhict,  O Mrtifxon,  Lif«  of  king 
WUlMm,  Sopplcment  to  SUpin.-  Mcrcurc  bUloriqu*  ec  poK^iqotf  tame  n.  p.  jS* 
London  Gaxette,  N°.  31^1,  $i€a..  d  Burnet's  hi(^ory  of  his  oWn  ttmei, 

vol.  ii.  p.  166.  Lifcot  kto|  William,  p.  447.  Kcnnet's  bt0ory  of  Engtiad, 
vol.  ill  p.  704.     MfiTCurf  bsAorique  ct  politiqne,  tome  xx«  p.  |oo.  ^ 

^  I  have  met  with  the  f.'Uowingaccounr  of  thisaccident,  which  is  very  cnrtoot, 
ia  4  pocket  boiok  of  ao  old  fc4mftn>  who  fome  time  belonged  to  hcrt 

'•  JsDiiary 
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It  was  the  iatention  of  Louis  XI V«  to  have  embarked  at  Dun^ 

kirk,  16,000  men,  who  were  to  be  commanded  by  king  James  itt 

perfon,  and  under  him  bj  the  marquis  of  Harcourt,  then  lieute- 

nant-general)  and  afterwards  marfbal  of  France.   This  embark«> 

ation  was  to  faa^ve  been  efcmrted  by  two  Arong  fquadrons  under 

the  marquis  of  Nefmood  and  John  du  Bart,  all  which  might 

have  been  eaecnted,  if  bad  weather  and  contrary  winds  had  not 

prerented  it.  In  the  mean  time  the  duke  of  Berwick,  Sir  George 

Berkley^  and  feme  other  experienced  oiScers,  were  fent  over  to 

difpofethe  malecontents  hereto  perform  their  part  in  this  under* 

taking.    But,  when  all  things  were  fuppofed  to  be  in  perfe£l 

readineis,  the  whole  fcheme  was  happily  difcovered,  and  on  the 

twenty-fourth  of  February  the  king  came  to  the  houfe  of  peers, 

fent  for  the  commpns>  and  in  a  fee  fpeech  informed  them  of  the 

whole  affair  ^. 

At 


«• 


**  Jftnuary  29,  16^.  The  Rojral  Sovcrei^  WM  the  flrft  grnc  (hip  thst  Wa> 
ever  boilt  in  England ;  (he  was  then  defi^ned  only  for  fplendoor  and  magoifi- 
*'  cefice,  and  was  in  fomc  mcifure  the  occafioo  of  chofe  loud  complainti  agaioft 
•<  (htp-moncr  in  the  reign  of  king  Cbarlet  1.  bne,  being  taken  down  a  deck 
**  lower,  became  one  of  the  bed  men  of  war  io  the  worid»  lad  lb  formidable  to 
**  ber  enemies,  that  none  of  the  ffloft  daring  among  them  would  willingly  ly  by 
"  her  fide.  She  had  been  io  ak&oft  all  the  great  eng»gcmentf  that  had  beea 
**  fought  between  £ngUnd  and  Holland,  and,  in  the  laft  fight  between  the  Eng* 
**  li(h  and  French,  encountering  the  Wonder  of  the  World,  flic  lb  warmly  plied 
"  the  French  admiral,  that  flie  forced  him  out  of  hta  three*d«cked  wooden  caAle,, 
**  and,  chacmg  the  Royal  Sun  before  her,  forced  her  to  fly  for  (belter  among 
**  the  rocki,  where  (he  bccumc  a  prey  to  kfler  Tcflcls,  that  reduced  her  to  afbes. 
At  length,  leaky  and  defe^ve  herfcif  with  age,  (he  was  kid  op  at  Chatham, 
in  order  to  be  rebuilt )  but,  being  fet  on  fire  by  negligence,  (be  was,  upon  the 
twenty^fcYcnth  of  this  month,  devosred  by  that  dement,,  which  Co  long  and 
**  €0  often  before  (he  had  imperiouffy  made  ule  of  aa  the  inftrument  of  dcftruc- 
*•  tton  to  others." 

f  At  I  do  not  enter  any  farther  Into  the  hiftory  of  thefe  times,  than  is  abfo- 
lately  neceiTary  to  the  under  (landing  rhe  fa£ts  I  relate,  fo  I  chofe  to  give  this, 
and  other  padajres  of  a  like  nature^  from  the  moft  authentic  pieces  I  have  met 
•vith.  The  f.  Ilowtng  condfe  detail  of  the  confpura^  wu  publifhcd  in  the  Lon- 
don Gazette,  N^.  3r6i.  with  the  king's  fpeech,  and  th<  joint  addrefs  of  both 
IkovCes : 

*'  By  the  great  mercy  of  God  a  difcovery  has  been  made  of  a  mod  horrid  v\d 
*'  deteftable  confpiracy,  in  which  many  wicked  and  traiterons  perfons  were  en- 
^*  gaged  to  aflailin^te  his  majeOy  when  he  went  abroad.  At  the  fame  time  a  riiing 
^  was  Intended  within  the  kingd  im,  and  an  invafioa  from  France  j  to  which 
^'  cod  divers  Fienck  Uopps  wde  drawn  toward*  Dunkirk  and  Calais,  and  tranf- 

**  pi>tt- 


94 


43«  .  N  A  V  A  L    H  I  S  T  O  R  Y 

At  tht-iame  time  orders  were  given  for  aiTembling,  with  \hi 
utmoft  diligence)  the  greateft  number  of  ibips  poiUble;  and  ad- 
miral RuiTeli  after  having  affiled  at  a  board  of  admiralty,  where 
proper  inftru£lions  were  prepared,  went  down  to  DieaJ^  and  on 
the  twenty- fifth  of  February  hoifted  the  Union  flag  on  board  the 
ViAory,  and  in  a  few  days  ftood  over  to  the  coaft  of  France, 
having  under  his  command  upwards  of  fifty  fliips  of  the  line; 
Englifh  and  Dutch,  at  a  time  when  the  French  believed  we  could 
not  afTemble  ten  ^  which  extraordinary  expedition  conJFounded  all 
their  defigns,  and  rendered  the  invaiion  abfolutely  impraidlicable, 
^fter  all  the  pains  and  expence  that  had  been  for  foilfie  months 
employed  about  it  >• 

On  the  twenty-eighth  of  February  the  admiral  came  to  aA 
anchor  off  Gravelin,  with  part  of  the  fleet,  and  lord  Berkley; 
with  a  fquadron  under  his  command,  lay  between  him  and  Dun- 
kirk. As  the  admiral  pafled  by  Calais,  he  perceived  the  harbour 
crowded  with  all  forts  of  fmall  vefTels  for  the  intended  embarka- 
tion of  the  French  troops.  As  for  the  fcVentcen  men  of  war; 
which  were  to  have  efcorted  them,  thirteen  were  run  in  as  cloftf 
to  the  pier  of  Dunkirk  as  poQiblet  and  proved  to  be  all  largd 
fliips.  Sir  Cloudeflcy  Shovel,  with  fome  other  experienced  of- 
ficers, were  fcnt  to  look  upon  them,  to  fee  if  there  was  any  pof- 
fibility  of  burning  them  or  not ;  but,  after  a  long  confultatiort 
with  Mr.  Meefters  and  the  engineers,  it  was  declared  to  be  im- 

• 

•*  port-venels  and  boats  were  got  together  at  thofe  places,  of  all  which  hi*  ma- 
'<  jefty  having  received  feveral  concurring  informations  and  advices,  orders  were 
*'  given  for  apprehending  the  coofpirators ;  many  of  whom  have  been  alradf 
**  feiz^J,  find  fuch  (inO.  fearch  \i  made  after  the  red,  that  it  is  hoped  lew  or 
^  none  iif  them  will  efcape  the  hands  of  judice.  The  forces  in  England  art  ia 
**  a  readinefs  to  m^rch,  and  a  coDfiderable  body  of  his  majefly's  troops  in  FUd' 
*•  ders  ly  ready  to  embark  at  Oftend.  Admiral  Ruflel  is  in  the  Down»  with  a 
**  fquftdron  of  his  m.tjc(ly*s  (hips,  who  will  be  daily  reinforced  by  other  men  of 
<*  war  from  the  river  and  Spithead.  And  the  care  that.has  beeti  uken  fur  tbede* 
'*  fence  and  fafety  nf  the  kingdom  will,  we  doubt  not,  with  the  blciHog  of  Cod, 
**  he  rufTicieni  to  difappoint  (he  dcGgns  of  our  enemies." 

8  On  the  twenty.fourch  of  Fcbrnary  there  were  but  eleven  (hips  in  the  Downs^ 
a'ld  by  the  twenty  eighth  the  admiral  had  with  him  one  firil  rate,  twelve  rhii*!, 
twenty-four  fourth,  and  thice  fifth  rates,  bcfidcs  fire-lhips,  and  the  following 
flags  under  him,  viz.  lurd  Berkley,  admiral  of  the  blue;  Sir.Cloadeflry  Shuvcl^ 
vice-admiral  of  the  red;  Mr.  Ajjlmcr,  vice-admiral  of  the  blue;  twelve  D«tcli 
il'ipi  Under  two  rear-admirals. 

pra£ltcable, 
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practicable ;  and  thereupon  the  admiral  determined  to  quit  that 
jdation^  and  return  into  Dover  road«  leaving  a  fquadron  under  Sir 
Clottdeiley  Shovel  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  enemj  K 

Tbiaiquadroh  continoed  cnii:^ng  in  the  Downs  all  the  month 
of  Marchy  without  attempting  any  thing,  but,  towards  the  end 
of  the  iDonthi  being  reinforced  with  feveral  Dutch  (hips,  fire-* 
ihi^  and  bpmb-veflelsy  lie  received  orders,  on  the  fecond  of 
April,  to  ondertake  the  bombardment  of  Calais ;  in  purluance  of 
which,  he  immeiiiately  came  before  that  town,  and  made  the 
necefiary  difpofitbns  for  executing  thofe  orders.  On  the  third 
the  bomb-vefTcls  began  to  fire  about  noon,  and  continued  firing 
till  evening,  in  which  lime  above  three  hundred  bombs  and  car- 
cafifes  fell  either  in  the  town^  or  among  the  fhips  in  the  harbour, 
with  fttcb  effeft  as  to  kindle  fires  in  both^  and  muft  certainly 
have  done  a  great  deal  of  nufchief  >•  Bot  as  moft  of  the  bomb« 
veficls  and  briganthtes  had  their  ringing  deftroyed^  and  their 
inortars  difmoonted,  (the  wind  too  blowing  very  hard  from  the 
ihore);  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel,  having  left  a  fquadron  to  keep  in 
the  French  men  of  war  at  Ilankirk,  returned  into  the  Downs, 
where  he  received  orders  on  the  i  f  th  of  April  to  join  the  grand 
fleet  zt  Spithead.  Butj  before  he  coold  execute  thefe  orders. 
Sir  George  Rooke  arrived  in  the  Downs  with  his  fleet  from  the 
Streights,  and  took  upon  him  the  command  K 

AH  the  views  of  France  were  now  totally  drfappointed,  and 
the  Engliih  ftf^ngth  ^t  fea  become  fo  formidable,  that  they  were 
able  to  undertake  little  or  nothing  againft  it.  Yet,  to  keep  up 
the  fpu*its  of.  ihe  people,  and  in  ibme  meafure  to  embarrafs  the 
Englifh  and  Dutch,  orders  were  difpatched  to  the  Toulon  fqua* 
dronj  directing  that  it  ihould  immediately  fail  into  the  ocean  $ 
and  at  the  fame  time  John  du  Bart  was  commanded  to  proceed 
put  of  the  harbour  of  Dunkirk,  with  eight  nien  of  war  and  two 
fire-fhips.  tn  the  mean  time  Sir  George  Rooke  arrived  at  Spit- 

*    ^  B«rchct>  memolft,  p.  31$.  f  Rcfinet's  hiftmy  of  Eofltnd,  vol.  H!. 

i».  Txo.  Burncc**  MAory  of  kis  own  ttoift,  vol.  ii.  p.  i79«  London  Gaietu, 
^'^^  i^flf  Mcretire  hiHorique,  lome  xx.  p. 461,  475,  542*  Memoires  biOoriques 
ct  chronol  >giquei,  Rciocourr,  tome  Hi.  p.  485*  ^  fiurchei's  oaval  blflory, 

P'  Sl9t  540*  The  prefent  ftate  of  Europe  for  the  momhi  of  April  and  M»j, 
^696.  Pointer's  chronological  hidorian,  toI.  iL  p.  416.  See  cor  memoits  of 
fir  George  Rooke.    X^ndon  Gaieue^  K^.  3174,  31  So. 
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bead,  after  ha?ing  detached  feveral  of  his  cleaned  (hips  for  par* 
ticular  fervices,  receiving  there  a  commiffion  appointing  him  ad- 
miral and  comoKinder  in  chief  of  the  fleet.  His  inftruAions  were^ 
to  ly  in  filch  a  ftation  as  fliovld  be  mod  proper  for  preventing 
the  Toulon  fquadron  from  getting  into*  anj  of  the  ports  of 
France ;  upon  meeting  them  he  was  to  fight,,  and,  upon  his  re- 
ceiving  notiee  of  their  getting  into  any  port>  he  was  to  ufe  his 
ntmoft  endeavours  to  bum  or  deftroy  them  there ;  or,  io  cafe 
he  had  intelligence  of  their  getting  f^fe  to  Breft,  he  was  then 
to  return^  ta  Torbay,  and  to>  remain  there  tiU  he  flio«ld  receive 
ordersv 

On  the  fourteenth  of  May,  1(^96,  Sir  George*  Rooke  with  the 
fleet,  being  Ort  the  coaft  of  France,  received  ccrtaia  intelligence, 
tliat  the  Toulon  iquadron  was  fafely  arrived  at  Breft.  Upon  this 
he  held  a  council  oi  war,  wherein  it  was  refolved,  that^as  many 
of  the  largeft  (kips  in  the  fket  were  very  foul^  and  the  whole 
much  inferior  to»  the  combined  £qtfa«trons  in  the  harbour  of 
Breft,  they  ihould  immediately  purfae  the  hft  part  of  their  in- 
ftruAions,  and' return  to*  Torbay ;  which  accordingly  they  did, 
and  there  the  fleet  was  ibpn  reinforced  to  the  number  in  the 
whole  of  one  hundred  aod  fifteen;  fiiil>  of  which  nO'  fewer  than 
eighty^five  were  of  the  line  of  bs^uk  '<• 

A  refolution  having  been  taken  ta  the  privy-connqcil  ae  to  the 
bombarding  the  French  coafts,  orders  were  i^nt  to  Sir  George 
Rooke,  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  month  of  May,  to  tietum 
to  the  fervice  of  the  board  as  one  of  the  lords  of  the  admiralty, 
k  being  intended  to  intruft  the  fleet,  or  at  leaftfudi  a  part  of  it 
as  ifaould  be  empk)yed  in  the  before-mex^iotied  fervice,  to  the 
care  of  the  lord  Berkley  of  Stratton,  who  bad  behaved  fa  gaU 
lantly  the  year  before.  Theie  orders  reached  Sir  George  Eooke 
on  the  twenty^fcventh  of  May,  1696;  but,  before  he  returned 
to  London,  he  received  advice,  that  (ctcniy  Frencl^  men  of  war 
were  a£tually  lying  in  Camaret*bay,  with  three  blue  flags,  and 
a  white  one  flying,  of  which  he  not  only  gave  advice  to  the  ad-^ 
miralty,  but,  on  his  coming  to  town,  addrefied  himfelf  to  the 
duke  of  Shrewfbury,  then  fecretary  of  ftscte^  to  whom  he  made 
the  following  propofal ; 

I  Burefael*!  ttenoiri ,  p  34^1. 
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«<  Hiat  the  iN>4y  of  the  fleet  (hdiild  ly  in  Camaret  and  Ber- 
'C'  theaume  bays,  and  a  detachment  be  made  to  fuftain  the  fmall 
^<  frigates  and  bomb-veffeh,  while  they  went  in  to  do  what 
^  Mfehief  they  conld.  ft  was  his  opinion^  that  thus  biotking 
^  Qp  the  ekietey's  fleet  in  their  principal  port|  infultm^  their 
*  coailsi  and  burning  thetr  towns  all  at  the  fame  time,  would 
<(  expofe  tbbm  exceedingly  to  the  world,'  make  them  very  un- 
^  eafy  at  home,  and  give  h^h  reputation  to  his  majefty^s  arms. 
^  And  all  this  he  beltevied  might  be  done,  if  fpeedily  under* 
<<  taken,  with  tht  affiftaace  of  fome  fmall  frigates,  which  were 
^  mnch  wanted/' 

If  this  icheme  had  been  immediately  pnrfiied,  it  might  in  all 
probaUlity  have  been  executed  with  fuccefs.  But,  after  being 
laid  before  and  examined  by  the  priVy-coutrcil^  at  was  at  laft  fen't 
down  to  the  fleet  to  be  recohfidered  there  bjr  a  council  of  war, 
when  lofs  of  time,  and  other  accidents,  had  rendered  it  lefi 
pmfticable,  and  thertforq  we  need  not  wonder  that,  upon  this 
reconfideratiott,  it  was  rejcAed '". 

Lord  Berkley  hoifted  the  union  flag  on  board  the  Britannia  on 
the  third  of  Juile,  1696,  the  fame  day  that  Sir  George  Rooke 
iet  out  for  London^  but  he  ^on  found,  that,  notwichftahdtng 
his  commiflion,  lie  was  very  far  from  having  the  command  of 
the  fleet :  for  having  propofed  to  a  council  of  war  the  attacking 
of  Breft,  which  was  the  projeA  approved  by  the  privy^ouncil, 
they  refolved,  that  at  was  in  their  opinion  impraflicable,  as  on  the 
fixteenth  of  the  (ame  month  they  did  the  lame  as  to  the  propofal 
i»f  Sir  George  Rooke,  before-mentioned*  His  lordOitp  being 
determined,  however,  not  to  remain  any  longer  inactive,  failed 
on  the  twetaty- fourth  for  the  French  coaTl*.  On  the  third  of 
July  the  admiral  Tent  the  BurfOrd  and  the  Newcaftle,  with  a  fire* 
ihip«  to  the  ifland  of  Groy»  with  orders  to  land.  On  the  fourth 
ihe  fleet  came  to  an  ancheir  about  two  leagues  from  Belleifle^ 

n  Borchei*!  mval  biftory,  i>.  546,  Meiboirt  of  Bit'  George  Roo|e.  Hiftorf 
^f  the  Ufl  war.  Though  thii  pro|tofition  did  not  torn  to  the  nation'!  AdvahcagCi 
yet  it  wak  of  fome  ufe  to  Sir  George  himfelf^  when,  ts  we  fliail  hdvafter  obftrve^ 
tl.e  honfe  of  commons  inquired  into  the  conduft  of  the  Hcet|  and  at  the  funft 
Hmc  inio  hit  behavioar. 

«  Lbndon  Gazette,  N<^.  3197*  Barcbet's  memoiri,  p,  342.  Keonet'i  biAory 
«f  Enffiind,  vol.  iii.  p.  720. 
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and  barges  and  pinnaces  were  imoiediately  iii9oned»  in  or4er  to 
inakc  a  defcent  upon  Hbat»  one  of  the  ifUokb  called  Cardinals, 
which  they  performed^  ravaged  the  whole  iflaiid^  and  bomt  th^ 
only  town  that  was  upon  it :  they  did  the  (ame  in  the  ifland  o£ 
Hodicke,  and  brought  off  a  great  number  of  cattle^  On  the  fifth 
a  great  reinforcement  was  ient  to  captain  Fitzpatrick^  who  bad 
landed  in  the  ifland  of  Groy,  where  tliey  deiiroyed  twenty  Til- 
{ages,  containing  about  thirteen  hundred  houiest  took  a  fliip 
from  Newfoundland,  and  twenty  fmall  veflels,  and  carried  oS 
about  fifteen  hundred  horfes  and  black  cattle  ^. 

The  fame  day  Sir  Martin  Beckman,  who  was  (ent  to  bombard 
the  town  of  St.  Martin's  in  the  ifle  of  Rhee,  performed  his  com- 
miffion  very  exa£tly,  throwing,  in  the  fpace  of  one  night,  twq 
tboufand  two  hundred  and  thirty  bombs  and  carcafles  into  the 
place,  by  which  the  heft  part  of  the  town  was  intircly  bomt 
down,  with  all  their  warehoufes,  and  the  goods  contained  in 
them,  notwichftanding  the  pbce  was  very  well  fortified,  and  our 
fquadrons  fuftained  a  very  warm  fireball  the  time*  On  the  fe« 
venth  the  fame  fquadron,  which  confided  but  of  ten  men  of  war, 
bombarded  OUonne,  and  in  the'  fpace  of  a  night  threw  into  it 
almoft  two  thoufand  bombs  and  carcafles,  which  had  fuch  an 
^iFed,  that  the  town  was  feen  to  be  oh  fii-e  in  fifteen  places  at 
once  ^  After  this  the  admiral,  not  finding  it  convenient  to  land 
on  Belleifle,  continued  to  alarm  the  l^rench  coaft  till  towards  the 
latter  end  of  the  month  ^  and  then,  through  want  of  provifions, 
and  the  weaknefs  of  the  fleet,  occafioned  by  making  feveral  de« 
tachments,  he  found  himfelf  onder  a  neceffity  of  returning  to 
Spithead^. 

The  French  affc£ted  to  ridicule  thefe,  as  they  bad  done  for* 
mer  bombardments,  and  the  fame  humour  feems  very  unaccount* 
ably  to  have  poflefled  abundance  of  people  at  home.     Even 

Mr.  Burchet,  fpeaking"  of  my  lord  Berkley's  exploits,  calls  them 

•    ..  .     .  • 

°  I  have  fcl'owed  in  the  text  the  orthography  of  lord  Berkley*!  relariofi,  ai  ie 
U  printed  in  the  Gazette,  N°«  3103.  hut  the  proper  namei  cf  chofe  iflands  are 
Grouais,  Hooar,  Heydic.  The  admiral  cert.ainly  a6led  right  in  Unditig  vh^ie  he 
might  do  mod  mifchief,  and  expofe  his  men  leaft. 

P  London  Gazette,  N°.  4x04.  Pi>inter*$  chronological  hiftory,  vol.  ii.  p.  4jr. 
I.tfcof  king  William.     Preknc.  ftau  of.£ttrope  fur  1696,  p.  2$x*  4  Bmf 

t*ei's  naval  hiftory,  p.  $47,  548, 
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LITTLE  ENTEiLPB^izBS ;  aod  jet  QOthingk  more  certain,  thai^ 
^at  the  French  were  grievouily  affeded  by  them,  their  country 
)ietiig  kept  in  a  perpetual  alarm.  This  the  i-eader  will  eaGly  dif^- 
cem,  when  he  is  told,  that  between  Breft  and  Gonlet  there  were 
forty  batteries  ere^ed  on  oqe  fide,  and  twenty-five  on  the  other  ^ 
^hat  on  thefe  batteries  were  mounted  nineteen  mortars,  and  four 
hundred  and  eighty-nine  pieces  of  heavy  canpon,  and  above  fixtjr 
thouiand  men,  quartered  up  and  down  on  iht  coafts  to  prevent 
the  bad  effeAs  of  an  invafion.  If  France  had  been  under  no  con- 
cern, fuch  precautions  would  never  haye  been  ta^ien  i  if  (be  was, 
the  bombardment  that  fpread  this  terror  muft  not  have  been  Cuch 
ilight  thbgs  as  fome  writers  endeavour  to  reprefent  them,  or, 
if  they  were,  what  were  thofe  whom  they  fo  frighted'  ? 

It  is  agreed  on  all  hands,  that  the  care  ta]f;en  this  year  of  oui; 
^ade  was  fo  gr«|t,  and  the  orders  of  the  lords  of  the  admiralty 
were  fo  well  executed,  that  our  fcveral  ^eets  of  merchantmen 
returned  fafe,  notwithftanding  the  French  made  it  their  princi* 
pal  bufinefs  to  Intercept  them.  In  two  jnftanc^,  indeed,  we  were 
ibmewhat  unlucky  :  the  firft  was  iii  Newfoundland,  of  which 
an  account  will  be  given  elfewhere  :  (he  other  in  refpeA  to^the 
Dunkirk  fquadron,  of  which  the  following  is  a  very  exzGt  ac- 
count:  In  the  month  of  May,  1696,  rear*admiral  Benbow  had 
the  command  given  him  of  a  imall  number  of  (hips,  with  orders 
to  prevent  Ou  Bart  from  getting  out  of  that  port.  When  the 
rear-admiral  arrived  before  it,  be  found  the  French  fquadron 
ready  to  fail,  and  his  own  too  fmaU  to  guard  both  the  eaft  and 
north  channel.  He  did,  however,  his  beft ;  but  the  weathei^ 
proving  hazy,  and  he  cruizing  before  the  north  channel,  Du 

'  Hiftoire  mtlitairc,  tome  lii.  p.  276.  Memtires  hifloriqnet  el  chronologiqocs^ 
P.  Daniel.  Eurchct'i  naval  hiAory,  p.  548.  But  M.  Dcvife,  the  French  gaset- 
teer,  czcee^i  them  all  in  his  account  of  the  matter.  The  exploirs  of  the  EngKflia 
ikya  he,  are  Co  extravagant,  that  they  are  (carce  credible,  aiMl  their  ezpeditioor 
(q  pitiful,  that  they  (er? c  only  to  excite  &ora  and  contempt.  All  ihey  did  during 
their  ftay  at  Beliciile  vas  to  majie  a  deicent  on  the  iOaxid  of  Grouaif ,  a  defence^ 
icl4  place,  where  they  burnt  a  few  htufei,  carried  off  a  parcel  of  flieep,  hant^ 
ftringed  150  horfes,  and  killed  the  cattle  in  a  church-yard  :  they  burnt  atfo  a  fe«^ 
houfet  in  the  iflinds  of  Hoiiat  and  Heydic.  In  fine,  continues  he,  the  very  pow- 
der ibey  have  fpent  in  thefe  fruitlefs  attempt!  muA  have  coft  more  than  the  da. 
mage  ihey  have  done  amoavri  to.  This  was  certainly  very  proper  news  for  the 
court  to  pTiblifh,  in  order  to  keep  up  the  fpirits  of  the  peof  If ;  but  an  hifiotiao 
fi4rcly  defervcs  bianc  who  copies  aAcr  fuch  an  autbor,  ^ 

Bart 
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Bart  gave  hiih  the  Dlp^  and)  hating  a  fiiir  Hfltid,  was  quitUy  otit 
of  neach  *. 

Rear-admirid  Kenbow  refolvedj  hoWeTer^  to  purfue  him,  and 
did.  fo }  but  the  Dutch,  fct  wane  of  proper  orders,  rcftifed  to 
follow  him.  Dta  Bart  in  the  mean  time  ^zecatcd  his  fcbeoie, 
which  was  to  attack  the  Dutch  Baltic  fleet  in  their  rehra  hottie. 
Which  he  peri^med  on  the  eighth  of  June.  This  fleet  confifted 
^f  upwards  of  one  hi^ndred  fail  of  merchant-fliips  under  an  efcort 
ef  five  frigates.  Du  Bart  took  all  the  men  of  War^  and  at  leaft 
half  the  merchantmen.  In  the  height  t>f  thia  vi&oi^  the  out- 
ward-bound Baltic  fleet  appeared  in  fight  under  an  efcort  of 
i^irtetn  men  of  war,  who  immediately  attacked  Du  Bart,  and 
forced  him  to  bum  four  of  the  men  of  war,  and  thirty- five  mer- 
ehantmen,  and  to  turn  the  fifth  frigate,  whkh  had  on  board  the 
crews  of  all  the  reft,  adrift,  fo  that  (he  was  netaken ;  but,  ac. 
cording  to  the  French  accounts^  he  came  back  after  all  with 
fifteen  prizies  into  the  road  of  Dunkirk  ^. 

Rear-admiral  BenboW  convoyed  afterwardsi  with  his  fqua* 
dron,  our  northern*bound  fleet  to  Gottenbtirgh,  and  thence 
proceeded  to  Hamburgh  |  and,  returning  homewards  in  the 
month  of  September,  he  bad  fight  of  Du  Bart's  (quadron,  and 
cb^ced  him  till  he  faw  it  was  to  no  purpofe  :  however,  he  had 
the  fatisfaAion  foon  after  of  joining  four  En^ifli  and  eleven 
Dutch  Eaft  India  Ihipe,  which  came  north-about,  and  thereby 
efcaped  the  French  privateers,  and  luckily  enough  for  them, 
even  Du  Ban  himfelf,  though  they  muft  have  had  fight  of  his 
fquadlroh"* 

Thus  ended  the  naval  operations  of  this  yeat  in  this  part  of 
the  world,  where  we  certainly  difappointcd  all  the  French  de- 
figns,  did  them  no  fmali  damage  on  their  coafts,  kept  the  beft 
part  of  their  fleets  blocked  up  iii  their  harbours,  and  proteAed 
our  trade  better  than  it  had  been  for  many  years  paft }  yet  in  the 
next  feflion  of  parliament,  which  began  on  the  20th  of  O^iober, 
1696,  one  of  the  firft  things  the  houfc  of  cortirtions  did  was  to 
pnter  into  an  Inquiry  into  the  late  mifcarriages  of  the  fleet,  and 
this  expofcd  Sir  George  Rooke  and  Sir  Cloudcfley  Shovel  to 

*  Bnrchct's  rii^vil  hiftdrt.  p.  549*  !;p.  *  Hlflttire  mifirairr,  mme  nl. 

f»  2-jq,    Reincotirr,  torftf  iij.  p.  4^1;.     Limif  r»,  (cine  »K  p.  6c6.  •»  Bur* 

rhct'sntTa!  hiftory,  p.  551. 

fcTcraJ 


ai    KiNC    WILLIAM    III.  439 

federal  RriCt  examinations,  in  which,  however,  nothing  appes^-^ 
ing  that  could  be  conftrued  either  an  omiflTion  or  breach  of  duty^ 
the  aiFair  dropped,  and  the  houfe  afterwards  voted  the  fam  o( 
2,372,197!.  for  the  mamtenance of  forty  thoufand  feacnen,  and 
of  the  two  marine  Fegiment»>  and  for  the  ordinary  of  (he  navy, 
and  the  charge  of  the  regillry  of  feamen  *• 

We  are  now  arrrved  at  that  period  of  onr  hiftory,  which  na<^ 
turally  leads  us  to  take  a  view  of  what  paSed  in  the  Weft  Indies 
from  the  beginning  of  the  war  to  the  clofe  of  the  next  year 
i6p7;  and,  as  our  reafons  for  treating  this  fubje£k  at  once  have 
been  ahready  given  at  large,  we  fhall  enter  upon  k  here  without 
farther  introduAion.  The  revolution  took  place  in  our  colonies 
as  eafily  9s  it  had  done  at  home,  on  a  principle  which  was  very 
emphatically  eicprcffed  by  one  of  our  governors,  who,  when  he 
was  fummoned  by  a  man  of  war  to  fubmit  to  king  WilUam  and 
queen  Mary,  very  fenfibly  anfwered,  that,  if  they  were  king  and 
queen  at  Whitehall,  they  fhould  be  fo  there,  and  proclaimed 
them  immediately. 

By  this  means  the  plantations  were  kairtd  agamft  every  thing 
except  foreign  invafions,  and  to  thefe  they  were  not  long  expo- 
ied,  fince,  towards  the  end  of  the  year  1689,  orders  were  given 
for  fitting  out  a  fqnadron  for  Barbadoesand  the  Leeward  lilands, 
under  the  command  of  captain  Lawrence  Wright,  who  was  di- 
refled  to  fail  as  foon  as  poiiible,  and  had  very  ample  inftru£lions 
given  him^.  It  fell  our,  however,  in  confequence  of  abundance 
of  unlucky  accidents,  that  he  did  not  leave  Plymouth  till  the 
eighth  of  March  following.  Arriving  in  Carlifle-bay  on  the 
eleventh  of  May,  1690,  he  found  all  things  there  in  a  better 
pofhire  than  he  expeAed;  and  towards  the  latter  end  of  the 
month,  when  bis  men  were  pretty  well  recovered  of  the  fcurvy, 
he  failed  for  the  Leeward  IfUnds^  in  order  to  aflift  general  Cod- 
rington,  who  was  preparing  for  an  expedition  againfl  St.  Chrif- 

^  See  the  }'>iirnil<  of  the  honCfi  of  coromoni ,  Kconet,  BurncC,  Oldmiion,  &c, 
>  Burchet%  iufi>l  hi()ory,  p.  45  r.  Thi«  fquidron  conftftcd  of  ten  (*\^  gf  men 
of  war,  vii.  one  tbird  rate,  feven  fourth,  aod  two  fifth  ritcf ,  two  firc-ihipt,  and 
a  ke^ch.  The  duke  of  Bolton*»  cegimeot  of  t)o%  embarked,  on  board  it,  and  the 
commodore  wm  inftruOed  to  tifc  hit  beft  endeavours  to  fecurc  the  £og)i(h  ^olo- 
iiiet,  alCtl  the  Dutch,  af\d  dilUeft  the  French,  in  sll  which  he  was  directed  to 
take  the  advice  of  counctU  0/  uar,  of  general  Codrin^too,  the  governor  and 
council  of  Bjrbjdx»i  ^e* 
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tophci's,  where  we  had  been  joint  poffcfibrs  with  the  Frencbj 
who  had  now  driven  us  o%it,  and  had  made  tbemfclves  mafters 
of  the  whole  ifland  ^. 

The  conunodore  failed  on  the  third  of  Jane  to  Montferratj 
where  he  was  joiped  by  the  general  from  Antijgua  with  fudi  a 
force  as  the  Englifh  colonies  could  fupply.  Thence  they  pro- 
ceeded together  to  Nevisj  in  confequencc  of  a  reiblution  takeii 
in  a  council  of  war,  to  make  a  defceot  as  foon  as  poilible  upoo 
the  ifland  of  St.  Chriftophcr.  On  the  twenty-third  Sir  Timethy 
ThomhiU  landed,  with  five  hundred  nien^  to  the  eaft  of  Frigoc's 
bayi  and»  having  twice  engaged  and  routed  the  French,  marched 
on  to  Bafie-terre,  and  in  the  way  beat  the  French  forces  a  third 
time.  This  broke  the  fpirits  of  the  enemy  to  fuch  a  degree^  that 
they  gave  general  Codrington  no  diflurbance,  when  he  landed 
with  three  rhoufand  men,  and  marched  the  fame  way.  The  fleet 
at  the  fame  time  failed  into  the  road,  in  order  to  batter  the  town 
and  forts,  while  the  general  attacked  it  by  landi  The  French, 
however,  favcd  them  the  trouble,  by  abandoning  the  place,  and 
fetting  it  on  fire.  In  about  three  weeks  time  the  whole  ifland 
was  reduced;  and^  the  feafon  of  hurricanes  coming  on,  the  fleet 
returned  trhimphantly  to  Barbadoes,  and  the  defign  of  makinjj 
farther  con(|Qeils  was  poftponed  to  another  year  ^. 

In  tlve  mcMith  of  January,  1691,  the  commodore  received 
frefh  orders  from  England,  dire£^ing  him  to  (lay  fome  time  longer 
in  America;  upon  which  he  took  up  fix  of  the  largefl  merchant- 
fhipe,  turned  them  into  men  of  war,  and  on  the  twelfth  of  Fe- 
bruary failed  for  the  Leeward  Iflands.  There  an  unhappy  dif- 
ference fprung  up  between  him  and  general  Codrington,  which 
ruined  the  expedition  ;  for  though  in  the  month  of  April  thcjr 

y  Bttrchet,  Kennel,  Columna  rodrata.     Hiftoire  militaire  P.  Danid. 

S  narchet*&  naval  hiflory,  p.  5$St  $5^i  SSJ*  Thtt  w«)  in  fomc  meafore  owm^ 
to  the  Bcknefa  of  the  troops,  and  to  leyenl  fliipa  bang  difabledt  but  was  chic  6^ 
bccafioned  by  the  commadmt'i  receiving  orders  to  return  to  Englinil,  which, 
«s  we  (hail  fee,  were  very  qakkly  coontermanded.  See  alio  a  true  and  faithful 
relation  of  the  proceedingi  of  the  £>rces  of  their  najaftifs  king  Williaoi  and 
cjueen  Mary,  in  their  expedition  againft  the  French'in  the  Caribbee  iflands  in  ibc 
V»'^  Indies,  onder  the  enndtrO  of  his  excellency  Chriftopher  Codiington,  cap- 
ttfiii  general  and  commander  in  chief  of  the  faid  forces  in  the  years  tdSp,  and 
1 690,  written  by  Thotnas  Spencer,  innior,  (ecretsry  to  the  b'ontwrable  Sir  Tiao- 
thy  Tbornhill,  baronet,'  London,  itfpi,  4C0.  This  fuccin^  and  feaiible  narrs* 
(iTC  is  addrcfl<:d  to  tdminl  Ruflel ;  London  Gazette,  N^.  itfox. 
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Utic^ed  in  Marigallante)  and  in  a  great  meafure  ruined  that  fet-^ 
tlementj  from  whence  they  proceeded  to  Guadaloupe,  and  re- 
tnained  there  fome  time;  yet,  on  the  news  of  a  French  fqua- 
drones  being  in  the  neighbourhoodi  they  haftily  re-imbarked 
their  forces^  and  refolved  to  abandon  the  enterprize,  at  the  fame 
time  almoft  that  the  French  had  determined  to  abandon  thd 
ifland.  Soon  after  thia^  commodore  Wright  returned  to  Bar* 
badoes,  where  finding  his  conduA  univerfally  difliked,  he,  un*< 
der  pretence  qf  ficknefs,  quitted  the  command,  having  firft  fee. 
parated  tlie  fquadfon  to  different  fervices ;  and  foon  after  re^ 
turned,  with  Very  little  reputation,  to  England*.  A  certain  au- 
thor indeed  tells  us,  that  he  was  fent  home  a  prifoner,  of  which^ 
if  it  had  been  fo,  I  think  fecretary  Burchet  would  fcarcely  have 
been  ignorant,  and  yet  the  contrary  is  exprefsly  (aid  by  him^ 
though  he  does  indeed  intimate  that  he  deferred  it^.  Hoijrever^ 
V^e  hear  no  more  of  him  or  his  defcrts ! 

The  fame  yeai"  ibme  other  expeditions  were  undertaken  againit 
the  French  in  this  part  of  the  world;  The  colony  of  Ne# 
England  found  itfelf  fo  liable  to  difturbance  from  the  fettlement 
the  French  had  at  Port-Royal,  in  Nova  Scotia^  that  it  was  re^ 
iblved  to  attack  it^  and  that  too  as  foon  as  the  war  broke  out. 
With  this  view,  a  confiderable  fleet,  with  feven  hundred  land^ 
forces  on  boai^d,  Was  fitted  out  under  the  command  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam  Fhips,  who  failed  from  Nantafcot  on  the  twenty^ighth  6f 
April)  1 690,  and  by  the  middle  of  the  next  month  he  coau 
pleated  his  defigni  and  reduced  Port*  Royal  and  the  adjacent  fet- 
tlements  under  the  dominion  of  the  Englifh.  His  quick  fiicceft 
in  thisi  induced  the  colony  to  undertake  an  enterprise  of  great- 
er importance,  which  Was  no  lefs  than  the  redudion  of  Quebeci 
the  capital  of  the  French  fettlements  iki  Canada.  This  was  cer- 
tainly a  well  laid  fcheme^  and  if  it  had  been  executed  with 
equal  prudence^  muft  have  turned  very  highly  to  the  advantage 
of  the  Englifh,  as  experience  hath  convinced  us  fincei  Thtf 
colony  (hewed  on  this  occafioii  a  very  extraordinary  meafure  of 
{>ublic  fpirit,  by  raiGng  no  lefs  than  two  thoufand  men,  whom 
they  imbarked  on  board  their  fleet  of  thirty-two  fail,  great 

•  Britifh  empire  in  America,  vol.  it.  p.  54.    Hiftory  of  the  war,    Prefent 
ftatc  of  Europe,  itfpu  b  Burchet's  memoirs,  p,  143. 
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and  fmall,  without  demanding  or  expe£Ung  any  afliftance  fronr 
hence  ^ 

With  this  force  Sir  William  Phips  failed  from  Hull,  near 
Bofton,  on  the  ninth  of  Auguft,  and  arrived  about  the  begin-» 
ning  of  September,  before  the  river  of  Canada,  but  was  there 
vnluckily,  by  contrary  winds,  detained  in  fuch  a  maneer,  as  that 
it  was  three  weeks  before  they  arrived  at  Quebec.  This  gave 
the  count  de  Frontenac,  governor  there  for  the  French,  an  op- 
portunity to*  prepare  for  his  defence,  and  of  drawing  all  the 
firength  of  the  colony  to  Qtiebec,  which  Sir  William  Phips  ex* 
peAed  wouki  have  been  divided,  by  an  army  marching  over 
land  and  attacking  Mount-Royal  fort,  at  the  feme  time  that  he 
fell  upon  the  city*  This  army  was  to  confift  of  a  thoufand 
men  from  New  York,  Connedicut,  and  Plymouth  colonies, 
and  fifteen  hundred  Iroquois.  The  Englifh  marched  as  far  as 
the  great  lake  of  Canada,  but  not  fin^Kng  canoes  ready  for  them 
to  pafs  it,  and  the  Indians  not  joining  them  according  to  their 
agreement,  they  returned^  by  which  unfortunate  mifcarriage 
count  Frontenac  had  no  need  to  make  any  detachments  for  the 
fecurity  of  Mount-Royal. 

Sir  William  fummoned  the  count  to  furrender  the  city,  but 
received  a  very  infolent  and  haughty  anfwer.  On  the  eighth  of 
OAober  the  Englifh  landed,  under  lieutenant-general  Whalley, 
to  the  number  of  fourteen  hundred,  for  to  that  number  they 
were  now  reduced  by  the  fnKill-pox,  and  other  difeafes.  In  the 
mean  while.  Sir  William  brought  his  (hips  to  bear  on  the  wefl 
end  of  the  city,  waiting  till  general  Whatiey  fliould  begin  the 
aiTault.  But  this  gentleman  hearing  that  count  de  Frontenac 
had  four  thoufand  men  within,  and  was  provided  to  make  a 
vigorous  defence,  notwithftanding  the  intreaties  of  the  Englifh 
foldiers  to  the  contrary,  refolved  immediately  to  re-Imbark.  Sir 
William  expcding  the  Ggnal  for  their  attacking  the  town  on  the 
caft  fide,  fcnt  a  meflenger  on  fhore  to  know  the  reafon  of  their 
not  giving  the  afTault ;  which  when  he  underftood,  and  faw 
many  of  the  men  were  almoft  frozen  to  death,  to  which  we 
may  add,  the  colonel  and  others  ill  of  the  fmall-pox,  he  or* 
dered  them  on  board  to  refreOi  themfclves  ;  and  calling  a  coiln- 

c  Britidi  earpire  is  America,  vol.  i.  p.  »»• 
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cil  of  war,  it  was  therein  refohed  to  return.  ^  Thus  ended  this 
fruitlefs  expedition,  which  coft  the  colony  of  New  England  fo 
large  a  fum  of  money,  and  as  to  which  noighty  expedlations 
had  been  raifed  <*. 

Set eral  accounts  have  been  gii^en  of  this  unlucky  expedition ; 
<>ut  moft  of  them  written  either  with  a  view  to  load  the  charac^ 
ter  of  Sir  William  Phips,  or  elfe  purely  to  excufc  his  conduA. 
The  bounds  of  this  work  will  not  permit  an  ample  examination 
of  the  whole  affair^  much  lefs  a  recapitulation  of  what  has  been 
faid  on  both  fides.  Yet  thus  much^  I  think,  from  an  impartial 
confideration  of  the  fa£ls  ftated  by  both  panics,  it  is  my  duty 
to  declare,  that  Sir  William  Phips  intended  well^  dnd  did  his 
bed  through  the  yrhole  expedition ;  though^  perhaps,  he  was 
not,  either  from  education  or  experience,  qualified  for  a  com- 
mand of  fo  extenfive  a  nature.  But,  beCdesany  miftakes  he 
•might  fall  into,  there  "were  many  untoward  accidents  which  con- 
tributed to  frufl:rat<e  this  deiign,  and  therefore  it  is  equally  cruel 
and  unjuft  to  lay  the  blame  intirely  at  his  door.  This  is  cer- 
tain, that  no  man  could  be  more  fcnfibly  affe£led  than  he  was 
by  this  difappointment ;  and  yet  he  made  it  the  bufineis  of  the 
remaining  part  of  bis  life,  to  difpofe  all  things  for  another  at- 
tempt, in  hopes  the  fuccei«  of  that  might  efface  the  memory  of 
the  former  mifcarriage,  and  this  ought  to  be  remembered  to  his 
hox^ur  *« 

In  the  latter  end  of  OQober,  1691,  captain  Ralph  Wren, 
who  then  commanded  the  Norwich,  had  orders  to  fail  with 
that  and  two  other  fourth  rates  to  Barbadoes,  and  from  thence 
to  the  Leeward  Iflands,  where  he  was  to  take  upon  him  the 
command  of  fuch  (hips  as  were  in  that  ftation  ;  and  his  general 
inftrudiions  were,  to  fecure  the  trade  and  plantations,  and  to 
annoy  the  enemy.  He  failed  from  Plymouth  on  the  twelfth  of 
December,  and  on  the  fixteenth  of  the  next  month  arrived  ia 


d  See  the  life  of  Sir  William  f  hipi,  by  Nstbanicl,  pubK(hed  by  Cotton  Pla- 
iher,  lefii»n  xi.  LahonCain'f  Toyagct,  vol.  i.  p.  155.  Letter  from  New  £nf 
land,  dated  NTovember  xi,  i6po,  containing  an  account  of  the  Qnrbcc  espedi- 
tioo.  *  Britilh  empire  in  America,  vol.  i.  p.  ix.    The  New  England 

letter  before-mentioned,  which  was  reprinted  at  London  in  1691,  in  4to,  with 
remark!  upon  it,  ooder  the  title  of.  The  bumbk  addredi  of  the  publicans  of 
New  En^bod,  to  which  king  yoa  pleafe. 

3  K  a  Carlifle- 
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Carlifle-baj,  in^^^rbadoet.  He  bad  not  been  there  iong,  bo- 
fore  be  was  informed,  that  the  French  had  a  ftout  iquadroo  at 
f»i,  which  had  taken  the  Jerfeji  that  ws|s  to  haye  been  added 
%o  commodore  Wren^  fquadron. 

Upon  the  news  of  this,  the  governor  and  council  of  Baiban 
does  agreed,  that;  two  large  merchant  fiups  (houid  be  fitted 
cutf  in  order  to  join  the  five  men  of  war  ahready  under  die  * 
commodore ;  ^nct  that  with  thefe  he  £hoold  attack  the  French 
fquadron,  though  it  confifted  of  nine  fail.  Accordingly  the 
commodore  quitted  Barbadoes  on  the  thirteenth  of  January, 
and  cruised  for  about  a  week,  hut  without  feeing  the  enemyj^ 
and  then  returned.  Another  council  of  war  being  held,  it  was 
therein  refolved,  that  the  commodore  fhould  proceed  with  his 
fquadron,  and  the  merchant  ihips  that  were  then  ready,  for  the 
Leeward  Iflands.  This  he  accordingly  performed,  and  on  the 
twenty-firft  of  February  he  fell  in  with  a  French  fquadron  of 
eighteen  men  of  war,  from  fixty  to  forty  guns.  They  labour- 
ed all  night  to  engage  him,  and  about  eight  in  the  morning,  on 
^he  twenty- fecondji  they  enemy  having  a  freib  gale,  and  moftof 
the  commodore's  fquadron  not  a  breath  of  wind,  four  of  their 
ihips  bore  down  upon  the  Mary,  commanded  by  lieutenant 
Wyat>  whp.  defended  her  very  well,  until  the  commodore  could 
come  to  her  alBftancCi,  At  the  fame  time,  the  Mordaunt^  com- 
manded by  captain  Boteter,  with  one  of  the  hired  ihips,  and  the 
EnglsMid  frigate,  commanded  by  captain  Stubbs,  were  warmly 
engaged  \t\  the  very  midft  of  the  enemy ;  but  they  cleared  them- 
felves  with  aU  the  bravery  imaginable.  The  cocnmodore  find* 
ing  the  great  difproportion  as  to  the  ftreogth,  his  fquadron  con- 
lifting  then  but  of  feven  {hips,  and  that  the  merchant  (hips, 
which  were  under  his  care,  had  taken  the  proper  and  ufual  m&s 
thods  for  their  pwn  ie^urity,  he,  aft^  a  warm  engagement  of 
four  hoqrs,  wifely  provided  for  the  iafety  of  the  fhips  of  war^ 
under  his  command,  by  bearing  away.  He  did  this,  however, 
-^ith  £0  little  fail,  that  he  focured  the  three  (hips  which  the  ene- 
my gave  chace  to }  and  they,  as  much  tired  of  his  company, 
readily  ftood  away  from  hi.ro..  Thus,  by  a  due  mixture  of  cou- 
rage and  condu£i,  the  comrnodore  faved  his  fmall  fquadron,  and 
gained  an  high  reputation^  this  having  been  reckoned  one  of 
the  bcft-copdu£l^d  a£Uons  of  the  war.    The  gallant  comman* 

dcrj. 
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der,  howerer,  did  not  long  enjoy  that  iktisfd&ion  which  muft 
necefiarily  rcfult  from  performing  fo  fignal  a  fervice  a$  he  had 
done  to  hit  country ;  for  at  at  the  very  time  of  the  engagement 
he  was  in  a  declining  ftate  of  healthy  ib  very  ibon  after  hit  dii^ 
cafe  carried  him  off,  and  in  Augoft  following  part  of  his  fqna* 
drooi  under  the  command  of  captain  Botelcr,  returned  to  Eng- 
land f. 

The  government  being  very  fenfible  of  the  inconveniencies 
refttlting  from  their  want  of  having  a/ufficient  force  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  refolved,  in  the  year  1692,  to  put  an  end  to  the 
complaints  that  had  been  made  from  moft  of  the  colonies  on 
that  fubje£^,  by  fending  a  powerful  fleet  thither^  under  Sir  Fran-r 
^8  Wheeler,  as  gallant  and  as  judicious  an  officer  as  any  in  the 
navy.  The  fquadron  he  was  to  command  confifted  of  twelve 
men  of  war,  befides  fmaUer  vefiels ;  and  he  was  likewife  em- 
powered to  take  under  his  orders  fuch  fliips  of  war  as  he  Ihould 
find  in  that  part  of  the  world.  )le  had  under  his  convoy  alfo 
^  ccrtaiq  number  of  tranfports,  with  fifteen  hundred  iand^troops, 
and  had  aflurance  given  him,  that  he  (hould  find  another  body 
of  very  'good  troops  ready  ailembled  in  Barbadoes;  smd,  in 
conjunflion  with  them,  he  had  inftru£tions  to  fall  upon  fome  of 
the  French  fectlementSf  which  it  was  judged  very  pra£ticable  for 
him  to  reduce'. 

3ir  Francis  left  our  coafts  in  the  beginning  of  January,  and 
on  the  twenty-fixth  of  the  fame  month  touched  at  Madeira, 
from  whence  he  failed  for  Barbadoes,  and  arrived  there  on  the 
fir  ft  of  March.  There  it  was  unanimoufly  refolved,  in  a  full 
council  of  war,  that  Martinico  ihould  be  the  place  attacked ; 
and  advice  was  fent  to  general  Codrington  of  the  arrival  of  the 
fquadron,  that  he  might  draw  together  the  forces  of  the  Lee- 
ward Iflands,  in  order  to  join  the  regiments  brought  from  Eng- 
land, and  the  troops  (about  eight  hundred  foot)  raifcd  in  Bar- 
Vaidoes  \  to  which  Sir  Francis.  Wheeler  offered  to  join  another 


f  Burehet*f  naval  hiftery,  p.  459.  Britlfli  empire  in  America,  Life  of  kio^ 
WiUiam,  Hiffory  of  the  ]a(l  war,  Prerenc  ftatt  of  Earopc  for  169%,  p.  iSi* 

f  The  flaceof  Sir  Franeia  TVbeeler'a  fquadron  waa  ihit;  two  third  rates*  fix 
foorths,  three  Bfths,  one  fixth,  three  fire-ihipa,  a  (lore-lhip,  hofpttal,  and  bomb- 
▼eilU.  See  Bnrchet's  memoirs,  p.  itfS.  Life  of  king  William,  p.  365.  Old- 
nixoii's  hiHory  of  J^ng^d,  toK  ii.  p.  88. 

regiment. 


446  NAVAL    HISTORY 

regimenti  compofed  of  feamcni  to  be  commanded  as  colonel  bjr 
him  in  pcrfon. 

April  the  fifteenth,  1693)  the  fquadront  with  all  thefe  troops 
on  board,  arrived  at  Cul  de  Sac  Royal,  in  Martinico  ;  but,  in- 
fiead  of  proceeding  to  perform  without  delay  what  they  came 
ihkher  about,  it  was  refi>lved,  in  a  council  of  war,  held  on  the 
twentieth,  that  the  men  (hould  re-imbark,  and  the  fquadron  fail 
.  to  Dominica,  there  to  take  in  water,  and  to  give  the  men»  who 
were  very  fickly,  an  opportimity  of  refrefliing  themfelves.  As 
the  commodore  was  very  fenfible  this  manner  of  aQing  would 
be  indifferently  reliihed  at  home,  he  deGred  and  infilled,  that 
«very  member  of  the  council  of  war  ihouid  give  his  opinion  in 
writing ;  by  which  it  appears,  fcarce  any  but  Sir  Francis  Wheel- 
er, and  lieutenant-colonel  Colt,  were  for  landing  and  a£ting 
▼igoroufly  ^.  The  reafons  advanced  by  fiich  as  voted  for  a  con- 
trary meafure,  were,  that  the  enemy  had  a  fuperior  ftrengtb, 
that  one  full  third  of  our  foldiers  were  IriCh  Papifb,  not  to  be 
xelied  on,  and  that  hazarding  an  engagement  in  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  was  hazarding  the  whole  Leeward  IQands,  fince,  in 
cafe  of  a  defeat,  they  bad  not  a  fufficient  force  to  defend  them. 
Thefe  were  chiefly  infifted  on  by  general  G>drington,  who  de- 
clared, however,  that  he  was  ready  to  attempt'Doroinica,  pro- 
vided the  fleet  could  remain  in  thofe  parts  fix  weeks  or  two 
months;  but  this  being  tnconfiftent  with  the  commodore's  in- 
ftrudlions,  and  the  troops  from  Barbadoes  impatient  to  return, 
was  not,  indeed  could  not,  be  complied  with^  Such  was  the 
iflue  of  this  expedition,  of  which,  in  England,  from  the  com- 
modore's known  chara£ler,  there  were  high  expe£lations.  How- 
ever, it  may  not  be  amifs  to  perufe  his  own  Aate  of  the  cafe. 

^  On  the  30th  of  March  the  fleet  failed  from  Barbadoes, 
'f  having  on  board  the  regiments  of  Foulke,  Goodwin,  two 
*<  hundred  recruits  of  Lloyd's,  and  the  two  Barbadoes  rcgi^ 
'<  ments  of  Salter  and  Butler;  and  on  the  firft  of  April  they 
^<  arrived  at  Martinico,  and  anchored  in  the  Cul  de  Sac  Marine^ 

li  Borchet*i  nival  hiftorf,  p.  477.  t  The  French  made  a  grand 

affair  of  this,  and  have  drawn  up  6ne  accounts  of  their  repuldng  and  defeating 
the  Englifb,  though  there  happened  bat  two  flight  (kirmilhef.  Jonrnal  hiftoriqtie 
de  Louie  XiV.  p.  172.  Hiiloire  militaire,  par  M.  Quincy,  torn.  ii.  Hidoire  dc 
|«onis  XIV.  torn.  x« 
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*^  the  foath-eaft  part  of  the  ifland,  about  a  mile  and  half  fronr 
^  the  ibore.  Sir  Francis  Wheeler,  colonel  Foulke^  comman-" 
M  der  in  chief  of  the  land-ibrces,  and  colonel  Lloyd,  went  in  a* 
^  floop  to  fee  for  a  convenient  place,  in  order  to  land  our  men  r 
^  the  enemy  had  leveral  fmall  parties  along  the  {bore,  from  oner 
<<  of  which  a  mufket-Oiot  fhruck  Sir  Francis  under  the  right- 
«*  papy  and  fell  down  at  his  feet»  having  cmly  left  a  great  con- 
«  tufion. 

<<  Orders  were  given  for  landing  the  forceS)  but  the  wind 
**  blowing  very  fre(h,  it  was  deferred  till  the  fecond ;  when, 
^  about  nine  in  the  mornings  colonel  Foulke  landed  with  fiftcenr 
^  hundred  men  without  any  oppofition :  the  boats  were  im- 
*^  mediately  fent  back,  and  towards  evening  the  reft  of  the 
^  forces  were  likewife  landed.  On  the  third  they  continued 
<<  afliore,  and  burnt  and  deftroyed  all  the  houfes  and  planta* 
^  tions  about  Cul  de  Sac  Marine,  moft  of  which  were  good 
«  fugar-works ;  the  inhabitants  and  negroes  flying  into  the 
«<  woods.    The  fourth,  the  forces  returned  on  board. 

«  The  fifth.  Sir  Francis  Wheeler  went  aihorci  with  a  de« 
<*  tacliment  of  five  hundred  men,  in  the  bay  towards  the  Dia- 
<^  mond,  and  burnt  feveral  houfes  and  plantations,  and  at  night 
<<  came  on  board  again.  The  fame  day  a  lieutenant  of  one  of 
"  the  Barbadoes  regiments  going  afliore  to  a  plantation  without 
<<  order,  with  fix  or  feven  foldiers  befides  the  boat's  crew,  they 
"  were  way«laid  by  the  enemy,  two  of  them  killed,  and  the 
«•  reft  taken  prifoncrs. 

**  The  fixth,  lieutenant-colonel  Lillingfton  wais  fent  aOiore 
«  with  a  ftrong  party,  to  deftroy  the  country  on  the  fide  of  the 
<'  bay  towards  the  Diamond ;  and  having  performed  the  fame, 
<<  returned  on  board  with  his  men  towards  night.  The  feventh 
<«  the  Experiment  brought  advice,  that  colonel  Codrington  was 
<*  at  fca  with  the  forces  of  the  Leeward,  who  joined  us  oii 
«  the  ninth  and  tenth,  together  with  colonel  Lloyd's  regi- 
<«  ment. 

«  On  ihc  twelfth,  in  purfuance  of  what  had  been  rcfolved 
"  on  in  a  council  of  war,  the  whole  fleet  weighed  and  failed 
««  down  towards  Fort-Royal,  and  Port  St.  Pierre.  On  the 
•«  fifteenth  we  got  into  the  bay  of  Port  St.  Pierre.  On  the 
«<  fixtcenth  all  things  were  prepared  for  landing  our  men,  and 
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**  the  fleet  came  to  an  anchor  within  muiket-ihot  of  the  ihdf^i 
<(  Our  men  landed  on  the  feveiiteenth|  and  our  advanced  par^ 
«  ties  had  fome  Ikirmiihes  with  the  enemjr.  Colonel  Foulke 
^  commanded  an  eminence  to  be  pofTeiledi  and  fent  out  feveral 
^  parties,  who  advanced  Into  the  countr j,  deftroying  all  before 
<♦  them. 

"  On  the  eighteenth  our  forces  poftcd  themfelves  on  a  hill| 
<<  within  cannOn*(hot  of  the  town  of  Su  Pierrci  and  feveral 
^  field-pieces  were  brought  afliore,  which  played  upon  the 
*'  enemy,  who  lay  behind  their  entrenchments.  On  the  nide* 
<<  teenth  the  enemy  made  a  fally  upon  our  out-guardS|  but  were 
<<  repulfed  by  part  of  colonel  Foulke^s  regiment,  led  by  captain 
*<  Sprafton,  and  purfued  to  their  trenches,  where  the  officei* 
(<  that  commanded  them  was  killed.  This  party  was  fecondcd 
<i  by  colonel  Dlackfton  and  his  regiment)  after  which  the  ene-* 
<<  my  rentured  out  no  more.  Our  forces  continued  aOiore  till 
*«  the  twenty-fccond,  when  having  deftroyed  great  pan  of  thtf 
<*  ifland,  and  our  men  growing  fickly,  it  Was,  at  a  council  of 
(<  war,  not  thought  advifable  to  attempt  the  fort,  which  is  a 
<<  regular  fortification,  and  very  (Irong,  but  rather  to  imbark 
<<  again  our  men  and  cannon  \  which  we  did  the  fame  day  in 
<<  the  morning,  having  had  in  the  whole  about  one  hundred 
«  and  twenty  men  killed,  and  one  hundred  and  fixty  woundedi 
<«  with  fome  few  officers. 

"  The  twenty-third  the  fleet  caiiae  to  Dominica,  and  on  thd 
<*  fourth  of  May  to  St.  Chriftophcr's,  where  having  watered, 
«  they  fet  fail  again  on  the  eleventh ;  colonel  Goodwin  died  at 
«  St.  Chriilopher's,  colonel  Foulke  at  fea,  with  major  Abrahal, 
«<  and  feveral  other  officers." 

Sir  Francis,  towards  the  latter  end  of  May,  failed  for  New 
England,  and  arrived  at  Boflon  on  the  twelfth  of  June^.  He 
immediately  propofcd  to  Sir  William  Phips,  then  governor,  the 
attacking  Quebec  a  fecond  time.  But  though  nothing  could 
have  been  more  agreeable  to  that  brave  and  public-fpirited  man, 
yet,  as  circumftances  then  flood,  he  could  not  clofe  with  it. 
Such  an  expedition  required  a  ftrength  of  four  thoufand  men  at 
leaft,  and  thefe  (having  had  no  previous  notice)  the  governor 

k  London  Gazette,  N^.  ij»oz. 

touli 


6t    KiMG    WtLLlAM    m.  449 

roul4  not  poffibly  draw  together  by  the  beginning  of  July, 
Which  tiras  the  very  lateft  a  ficec  that  was  to  be  thus  employed 
could  fail ;  and  therefore  this  grand  deiign  appearing  every  way 
Impradicable,  was  dropt,  even  by  thofe  two  men,  who,  of  alt 
others,  had  it  moft  at  heart  K  This  difappodntmenc  determined 
the  commodore  to  quit  Bofton  asfoon  as.poffible;  and  therefore, 
on  the  third  of  Auguft,  he  left  that>  place,  and  proceeded  for 
Newfoundland,  refolving  to  attempt  fbmething  there  worthy  of 
the  force  with  which  he  left  England,  and  the  honour  allowed 
him  of  carrying  the  union  flag,  from  a  view  to  the  advantages 
which,  it  was  not  doubted^  would  refult  to  the  nation  from  his 
expedition.  ^  . 

On  the  eighteenth  of  Auguft  he  arrived  at  Placentia,  and  found 
the  enemy  much  Aronger  there  than  he  expeAed  ;  for,  in  the 
BrA  place,  the  town  was  well  fortified  i  next,  there  were  in  the 
harbour,  feveral  iftout  privateers^  the  haven  ttfelf  excellently  pro* 
Tided  with  batteries;  heavy  cannon,  bombs,  tsfc.  with  at  leaft 
two  tboiifand  foldiers  and  inhabitants^  well  difciplined,  and  moft 
of  them  old  bo'ccaheers.  Sir  Frincis^  however,'  was  not  to  be 
cli(couraged ;  he  called  a  council  of  war,  laid  down  the  method 
In  which  the  place  ought  to  be  attacked  at  once  by  (ea  and  land, 
and  took  upon  himfelf  the  going  in  with  the  men  of  war  to  bar- 
ter the  great  fort,  which  was  the  moft  dangerous  part  of  the 
ikndertaicthg.  However,  as  there  were  eleven  land  to  fix  fea 
officers  in  this  council,  they  refolved  the  whole  to  be  impoflible 
and  impradicable.  ^  Sir  Francis  Wheeler  was  exceedingly  cha- 
l^rined  at  this  new  difgrace ;  but;  to  (hew  how  little  this  ina£ti- 
vity  agreed  with  his  difpofition,  he  gave  orders  for  deftroying 
the  French  fiftiery  at  St.  Peter's ;  which  was  done  eflFcaually, 
and  fo  that  it  was  not  foon  or  very  ieaGly  recovered  ». 

On  the  twenty-eighth  of  Auguft  he  failed  from  the  bay  of 
Bulls  in  Newfoundland  for  England,  where  he  did  not  arrive 
till  the  eighteenth  of  0£tober  following,  his  (hips  in  a  bad,  and 
his  men  iii  a  much  worfe  condition,  fo  that  they  were  fcarce  able 
to  navigate  them.  Yet,  as  unfortunate  as  this  expedition  proved 
•from  £rft  to  laft,  Sir  Francis  Wheeler  never  fell  under  the  leaft 

1  Burchet*s  tncmoin,  p.  173.  >  Jbidv  p.  171,  X7t«    Briiifli  empire  in 
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ccnfore.  The  accounts  he  tranfmktcd  home,  joined  to  the  letteri 
from  the  refpe£live  coloaiesy  axul  the  extra^b  of  proceedings  in 
councils  of  war»  juftified  him  (o  clearly,  and  fet  his  coarse  and 
condttfl  in  fo  fair  a  light,  that,  when  be  arrived  at  Portfmouch^ 
he  had  the  fatisfa^on  of  Bnding  a  commiflton  appointing  him 
rear-admird  of  the  red^  a  preferment,  Irhich,  as  it  was  obtained 
purely  by  merit,  fo  it  never  expofed  him  to  envy  °.<^»Bttt  to  look 
now  to  another  coaft* 

The  royal  Airicao  company,  finding  thei^feives  much  diftnrbed 
in  their  trade  hy  the  new  fcttlements  made  by  the  French  in  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Senegal^  and  having  exaA  intelligence  of  the 
fchemes  concerted  by  that  nation  for  extending  their  own  trade 
in  thofe  parts,  and  deflxoying  ourS)  refolved  to  exert  the  great 
force  they  had  in  Guinea,  to  fecure  themleives  from  all  thefe 
apprehenfioiis,  by  attacking  the  enemy  immediately,  in  order,  if 
polBUe,  tO'  the  difpofieffing  thep  of  their  fettlements,  before 
they  could  gain  aity  iateUigeoce  of  tbe  defigiu  If,  on  their 
forming  this  projeA,  tbey  had  applied  themfelves  to  the  admini* 
ftration,  and  had  either  procured  ajfi^lance  for  the  execution  of 
it,  or  aflurancc  of  having  their  com^uefts  proteftod,  ihey  had 
certainly  carried  their  poioti  and  the  French  been  beaten  out  of 
that  advantageous  trade,  perhfip6»  for  ever. 

But  tbey  were  at  this  time  fo  much  afraid  of  the  enemy's  pe- 
iietrating  whatevlsr  was  tranfa£ked  at  the  fecreca^s  office,  that 
tbe  African  company  refolved  to  rUk  this  undertakingi.  without 
communicating  thcit  fecfet  to  any  body.  With  this  view  they 
fcnt  orders  to  John  Booker,  E6^  then  their  agent -general  in 
Guinea,  to  attempt,  if  be  found  it  practicable*  tbe.execlttion  of 
the  dcfign  which  they  had  fi»rmed  |  and^  that  Ke  might  be  fatis^ 
iied  as  to  the  authority  upon  wluch  be  a^ed,  they  fent  him  a 
copy  of  the  commiflion  they  bad  received  from  the  king  and 
queen,  impowering  them  to  commit  hoftilities,  and  annoy  the 
enemy  in  all  places  within  their  juriiUidUon  ^. 

Mr.  Booker,  upon  receipt  of  thefe  letters  and  this  commiQiony 
immediately  applied  himfeif  to  execute  what  the  company  direct- 
ed,  and  in  the  month  of  December^  16^2^  having  drawn  toge^ 

n  Burchct's  memoiri,  p.  1 74.  o  Chnrehiirs  coIleAion  of  vcjzgit^ 

Vol.  V.  p.  418.    Prefcnl  ftate  of  Europe.    London  GazcttCj  bcreafto:  cited. 
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Ictf  tber  a  fttfficiciit  force,  he  imbarked  them  on  board  the  compa^ 
ny's  (bips  and  floop9,  aiidy  iaiting  from  the  river  of  Gambia,  ar- 
lived  in  the  month  of  the  river  of  Senegal  on  new-year's-daj, 
1693  P*  Having  with  fome  difficuhf  got  over  the  bar,  he  made 
the  neccflfary  difpofitioiit  for  attacking  Fort  Bourbon ;  bnt  the 
governor,  M*  Dumoulin^  knowing  his  own  condition  beft,  and 
that  be  mud  iaon  be  compdled  to  furrendcr,  fent  to  Mr.  Booker 
to  demand  terms,  upon  which  he  offered  immediately  to  give  up 
Che  place*  *  This  propofitton  was  accepted,  and  the  £nglifli  that 
<v£ning  entered  into  pofleflion  of  the  forc^  which  the  French 
had  hdd  upwards  of  fifty  years. 

Mr.  Booker  continued  here  tiU  the  twenty-fifth  of  the  fame 
momh,  and  then  imbarked  his  forces  in  order  to  make  a  defbent 
en  the  ifland  of  Goree,  the  only  place  which  remained  to  the 
French  in  Guinea.  He  arrived  there  on  the  firft  of  February  ; 
and,  after  alarming  the  enemy  tiH  the  fourth,  he  in  the  night 
landed  an  hundred  men  under  the  old  fort,  from  whence  he  ad- 
vanced to  attack  the  new,  called  the  fort  of  St,  Michael,  a  well- 
fortified  place,  fumiflied  with  twenty-eight  pieces  of  cannon. 
They  made  feme  ihew  of  defending  themfelvesat  firft  j  but, 
being  indifferently  provided  with  ammunition,  about  noon  they 
defired  to  capitulate,  and  on  the  eighth  marched  out  with  all  mi- 
litary honours,  and  were  carried  to  James*ifland,  in  virtue  of  the 
articles  figned  by  Mr.  Booker;  from  whence  they  were  to  be 
iranfported  into  Europe  on  board  the  company's  (hipping,  but 
at  their  own  expence  ^. 

Affau^  in  the  Weft  Indies  went  all  this  time  extremely  ill : 
the  French  deftroyed  otir  trade  by  their  privateers,  difturbed  oup 
jettlements  continually,  and  frequently  made  defcenis  upon  them, 
psMtieuhrly  on  Jamaica,  where  they  committed  great  havock, 
and  enriched  themfelves  exceedingly  at  our  expetice.  The  few 
ihips  of  war  we  had  in  thofe  parts  were  fo  far  from  being  able 
to  defend  our  colonies  effeAually,  that  feveral  of  them  were 
taken  by  the  enemy  ^  and,  .in  (hozt,  things  were  in  fo  bad  a 
way,  that  the  adminjftfation  at  home  thought  the  lofs  of  our 
colonies  00  improbable  thing,  as  appears  by  the  inftrvAions 

P  M.  B<x>kcr*s  letter  in  tbeccHeAion  of  voyager,  that  has  been  before  ci(e<1. 
<l  Memoirs  of  the  proceedings  of  the  royal  African  company  from  i0po,  to  lyox, 
by  Mr.  John  Soow.     London  Gazette,  N^.  apaa* 

3  l<  ^  8Wci\ 


4C2  NAYALHISTORX 

given  to  the  commodores  of  the  fquadrons,  and  die  commanders 
in  chief  oC  (he  tand-troops%    On  the  olhfcr  hand,  oar  goo<i  al- 
lies the  Spaniards  were  no  leTs,  or  rather  were  ffiU  more  H&ixSM 
hj  the  chemy  thim  we ;  all  trade  between  their  colonies  was  de- 
flroyed^  their  coafts  plundered,  and  every  thing  lubjed  to  the 
mercy  of  the  privateers,  that  were  equipped  in  whole'iqnadron$ 
Irom  the  French  fettlements  in  HifpanibiaV     As  I  plofe&  to 
ipeak  truth  without  referve  as  far' as  I  can  difco?er  it,  io,  upon 
this  occaiion,  1  think  xnyfelf  obliged  to  iay,  that  tbefe  advantages 
were  not  fe  much  owing  either  to  the  iForce  or  courage  of  the 
French  in  thofe  parts,  as  to  the  want  of  public  fpirif  and  right 
inanagemeht  in  us,  zi  well  as  in  the  Spaniardsl 
'  The  French  governors  feem  to  havejiad  nothing  (6  m«ch  at 
heart  as  the  glory  of  tlieir  country,  and  a  juft  diicharge  of  their 
duty  (  whereas  ours  were  generally  ihvblvecl  in  difpiites  with  the 
people  they  (hdu(d  have  prdtedled^  ancl  muc^  more  intent  on  in- 
ereaGng  their  own  private  fortunes,  and  that  too  at  any  rate, 
than  dcGrouis  of  vindicating  the  honour  of  the  nation,  and  (eco- 
ring  the  properties  of  thofe  they  governed.    In  one  &ing  only 
they  were  commendable,  that  from  time  to  time  they  made  the 
moft  preffing  ihftances  to  the  miniftry  at  home  to  take  more  care 
of  our  coriV^ern^  in  the  Weft  Indies,  by  fending  proper  i^uadrons, 
and  with  them  fufficient  fupplies  of  land-forces  into  thofe  parts  ^ 
About  the  beginning  of  ^he  year  1 694  fome  propofals  were  laid 
\)efore  the  couotil,  fpr  oiir  undertaking,  m  conjuddion  with  the; 
Spaniards,  to  drive  the  French  out  of  the  ifland  of  Hifpanioia. 
To  this  there  was  at  firft  Tome  attention  giveQ ;  hot  afterwards 
it  being  reprefented,  as  indeed  the  truth  was,  that  the  Spaniards, 
at  the  bottom,  were  not  either  willing  or  able  to  join  with  us  in' 
any  fuch  undertaking,  it  was  laid  afide*    Qthdr  bu&nefs  inter* 
vening,  it  does  not  ap{>ear  either  the  council  or  the  board  of  ad- 
miralty thoug^ht  any  more  of  the  plantations  tiU  toward*  the  lat« 
ter  end  of.  the  year,  when  they  were  alarmed  with  the  account 
of  a  briik  attempt  made  upon  Jamaica  by  M.  Etucafie,  the  French 
governor  of  St.  Domingo.  He  failed  in  the  month  of  June  with 

three  men  of  War,  and  twenty-three  traniports,  having  on  board 

;..-.■  •  •  -      ■ 

«•  Burchci**  naval  hiftory,  book  iv.  ch.  8.  p,  17,  ai,  •  Prefeat  ftate of 

Europe  fjr  the  ycir  1593.  '  Briufb  empire  in  America*    Hittdryoftbe 

pftd  aDdprcfcxit  (late  of  Jamiics^  ^^r 


1. 


Of   CiMC   WILLJAM    m.  4^3 

fiSKpBk  liiuidyed  men  for  the  cooft  of  Jamaica,  vbere  cbe^  arrired 
gn  die  twenty-foonb  of  the  fiuae  month,  and  made  a  deicenton 
*  Port-Monnt,  which  they  fonnd  abandoned,  and,  marahing  from 
thence  np  the  country,  they .  plimdered,  burnt,  and  deftroyed 
whatever  they  met,  and  carried  off  money  and  effocls  to  a  rery 
great  vabieH.  Bnt  theyfoon  founds  that  the  fine  fchemes  of 
conqoe^  they  had  formed  to  themfeWe$  were  ahogether  imprac- 
^aUe,  and  that  the  only  thing  they  had  to  do  was  to  return 
with  what  they  had  got.  The  people  of  Jamaica,  when  d)ey 
fimnd  their  property  in  danger,  aflembl^d  readily  for  its  defence, 
and  behaved  themfelves  fo  well  in  an  engageipeiit  with  the 
French,  that  it  contributed  not  a  little  to  make  the  latter  for  the 
piefent  fick  of  this  defign,  and  to  huidei:  them  from  refuming 
any  projefk  like  it  afterwards  f. 

The  complaints  that  were  fent  home  on  this  affair,  joined  tot 
^e  repreientations  of  other  colonies,  the  remonftrances  of  tha 
Weft  India  merdu^ats,  and  the  fear  of  a  parliamentary  inquiry, 
(which  was  then  a  thing  of  all  others  the  moft  terrible),  obliged 
^he  mioiftry  to  refume  this  long-ncgle£led  fubjed,  and  to  think 
{erioufly  of  fending  to,  America  fuch  a  force,  and  under  fuch  of- 
ficers, as  might  dompre  than  had  hitherto  been  done.  With 
f his  vioff  tbey  dire£led,  that  a  fqnadron  of  five  fail  of  men  ot 
war,  and  two  fire-drips,'  with  twelve  tranfpprt-veirels,  (hould  be 
got  mdfi  with  the  utmoft  diligence  and  fecrecy,  to  rendezvous 
at  Plymouth  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1695.  The  command 
of  the  fqnadron  lyas  given  to  captain  Rol>ert  Wilmot,  an  officer 
of  great  reputation  and  experience  '.  The  command  of  the  land- 
forces  was  intrufted  with  colonel  Luke  DUingfton,  and  that 
they  might  be  the  more  fv^eJk  to  orders,  and  better  dve&ed, 
they  were  reduced  into  a  fingle  regiment,  confifting  of  twelve 
hundred  men;  and,  befides  ihefe;  there  were  fpare  arms  for 
another  regiment,  and  in  (hort  every  thing  elfe  provided  that 
could  be  defired  for  fecuring  the  fuccefs  of  fuch  an  expedition } 

and  all  this  was  done  with  fuch  fecrecy,  that  even  the  ofiElcerf 

J.  ■      •   ■       ■ 

u  See  I  detail  of  M.  Ducaiie's  expedition  agaioQ  Jamaica  in  bifl.>ire  de  St.  Do* 
*)lngDf,  par  Ic  P.  Charlevoix,.foi.  iii.  p.  37.  '  Brkifh  empire  in  America. 

|li/)«ry  of  Jamaica.     Htftory  of  che  laft  var.     Prefent  ftate  of  Eorope  for  th6 
aionth  of  OAnber,  1^94,  p.  347.  '  Coiamna  roflrata,  p.  168.     Borchct'a 

aavil  hiflorjr,  ^ook  iv.  ch.  17.    Prefent  flatc  of  Europe  for  1 6? j,  p.  377. 

who 
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lArho  were  to  be  emplo^  bad  no  diftittA  knowledge  of  the  par* 
ttcular  defiga  they  wer^  to  ezecote^  but  oolf  knew  in  general^ 
that  they  were  to  be  (cot  to  the  Weii  Indies  to  prated  oar 
plantatioosy.  and  annoy  the  enemy. 

Wken  all  things  were  ready,  the  commodore  had  his  inftrue* 
dons  given  him  fealed  up,  with  orders  not  to  open  them  till  he 
arrired  in  the  latitude  of  forty  degrees.  Inftra(9ioQs'  were  bUo 
given  tacdonelLdlingjOion  for  the  regulating  of  his  condud,  and- 
for  giving  him  a  dear  view  of  the  extern  of  his  command.  Th^ 
fore  they  fet  out  for  Plym^tb,  both  the  commodore  and  the 
colonel  were  feparately  exhoited  torbe  extremdy  careful  in  keep- 
ing up  a  right  correfpondence,  becaufe  tb4t  hitiierto  all  oorex<« 
peditions  had  fofiprcd  niore  through  the  weaknels  and  mifqnder-* 
ftandings  of  our  own  commanders,  than  through  any  extraordi« 
nary  courage  or  condofi  ihewn  by  the  enemy ;  and,  that  this 
might  be  the  eafier,  their  oommapds  weie  made  as  difti|i£l  as, 
the  nature  of  the  fervice  confidered,  it  was^poflible*. 

The  fquadron  failed  from  Plymouth  the  latter  end  of  the 
month  of  January  ;  but^  before  they  were  in  a  ccmditioD  toaA, 
the  commanders  differed,  and  all  things  were  in  confiifion* 
Colonel  Lillingfton  in  his  account  afierts,  that  the  commodore 
opened  hts  inftm&ions  in  an  unwarrantable  manner,  and  that, 
after  be  had  done,fo,  be  prc^ied  to  the  colonel  to  take  what 
care  they  oould  of  themfebcs  m  the  e^pence  of  the  pubUr  fer« 
vice.  The  colonel  rejected  this  offer  as  became  a  man  of  ho* 
nour,  and  the  commodore  thenceforward  prepared  to  execute 
his  fcheme  in  fpite  of  all  the  colonel  could  do  to  prevent  him  *• 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  March,  1695^  they  arrived  before 
the  city  of  St.  Domingo,  where  the  Spanifli  govieriior,  on  the 
receipt  of  the  king  of  Spain's  letters,,  prom  tied  them  all  the  af« 
fiftance  in  his  power;  but  how  he  performed  this  pnKnire,,is  noc 
very  well  agreed.  Mr.  fecrefary  3urchet  in  his  hiftory  (from'the 

• 

t  '  Borchet's  naval  hi(Kiry^  p,  531.  Qi(piiel  Ul^iigfton's  remvki  00  i^occbtt's 
naval  hiflor)',  8vo.  1704. 

•  Reflexions  on  Burcbct's  memoirs,  p.  19.  I  (|aye  been  cbe  linger  ia  my  tc* 
count  of  this  bufineff,  that  the  reader  may  fee  \khat  are  ibe  troe  reafonf  «bf 
conjunO  expedi:ioos  oeter  Aicceed,  and  how  oecefliiry  it  i&  to  caU  officers  Art^tly 
to  sccooqt  when  tbey  live  to  tctarn  home,  iit  bi  Jcr  to  pat  an  end  to.  fuch  ibamo" 
ful  prafkicet. 

letters. 
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letterif  DO  doubt,  of  commodore  WilMbt)  charges  hifti  with 
creating  unnecefikrjf  delays,  which  were  of  great  prejudice  to  th« 
CKpcdition  ^.  On  the  other  hand|  colonel  LiHingfton  aiTeris^  rhac 
the  Spanifti  governor  .behaved,  in  eycrj  refped  like  a  man  of  ho- 
nourj  concerted  wkh  bim  the  meafares  neceflary  to  be  taken  for 
attacking  Cape  Fran9ois»  and  performed  all  he  undertook  wi^ 
the  mmoft  punftujiUty.  It  roufl  be  ob&rved|  that  the  fo^ce  of 
the  alUes  then  in.Hifpaniola  was  fuch,  as  that  the  ruin  of  the 
French  fettlemepte  might  have  been  well  expected  from  it.  The 
Spanifli  governor  marched  one  thoufaod  feven  hundred.  ;,th^ 
comm^mder  of  our- land-forces  wa^  aUe  to  debark  about  twelve 
hundred  men  \  the  commodore  promifed  to  join  hb  force  with 
five  hundred  Teamen 4  the  Spaniards  aAually  ^dded  three  men 
of  war  to  our  fleet,  and^  to  prevent  any  dlfputes  about  th^  com- 
mand,  the  Spaniih  admiral  took  down  his  flag  ^. 

Thefirfl:  thing  rhat  was  attempted  was  the  ruin. of  thp  CVe^ich 
fcttlement  at  Cape  Francois*  When  the  fleet  wgs  arrived  withia 
fight  of  tbe  place,  the  commodore  ^folntoly  preicribed  th^  place 
where  the  land-tbrces  fhould  go  on  (bore ;  -aad  though  colonel 
Lillingfton  reprefcptcd  to  him,  that  it  was  extremely  hard  to 
oblige  the  troops  to  a  march  of  five,  leagties  and  a  half^  whien» 
by  only  rowing  one  league  and  a  balf|  tbe  b<Mtfl  might  land  them 
clofe  by  the  fort  which  they  were  tcy  attacki  the  commodore 
gave  tiim  barely  the  hearing,  but  purfued  his  own  projeA^  and. 
they  foon  difcovered  with  what  view» 

llie  EngliOi  and  Spaniih  troops  jojn^d»  and  continued  their 
fatiguing  march  till  they  arrived  withiii  five  miles  of  Fort  St. 
Francis,  where  they  faw  the  French  bk>w  up  their  works,  and 
abandon  the  place.  When  the  troops  cam^  up,  they  were  fur- 
prized  to  fiiid  -the  EngliQi  colours  horded  on  the  fort, and  a  fin*^ 
glefeaman  left  to  attend  them:  but  the  myftery  was  foon.ex* 


t>  Bordiet**  iuvjI  hUlorjr.  p.  53$.  Indeed  tbif  gentleman  r«ems  to  hire  an 
tstmordinary  ptijie  ^{^ainft  the  SpMiiardf,  whom,  tbovgh  oiir  allies  it  ikac  time, 
he  never  mei.tioiu  but  with  reproach.  This  is  the  more  injuriuus,  6iice  that 
wriicr  (though  h«  had  To  great  oppon unity)  never  Tupports  what  he  advances  by 
any  anthority.  h  would,  ho^acver,  be  h.rd  to  fet  the  judgment  of  a  finglc  man 
fo  high  as  to  facri^cc  to  it  the  chafdAer  of  a  wholt  natioa. 

c  Refltftfons  on  Borchci't  memoirs,  p.  48.  where  the  agreement  itfcif  is  to  be 
found 2  f:;r  cc!ofl;l  LiiiUgftoti  ;.Uays  ptvduccs  vouchers* 


plained, 
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plained  *,  commodore  Wilmot  nis  fooner  faw  the  place  ^kbandonl 
led,  than  he  rowed  to  (hore  with  five  hundred  men,  entered  it^ 
and  carried  6ff  all  that  was  worth  carrying.  This  difgniledy  as  it 
well  might,  both  the  £ngli(h  ahd  Spaiiifh  forces ;  and,  if  they 
had  not  been  compofed  of  veteran  troops,  and  ttien  who  bad  a 
great  refpeft  for  theit  ofitcers,  a  inutiny  ihuft  have^  followed^ 
which  would  have  deftroyed  the  whole  defi^.  But  colonel 
Lillingfton  pacified  them  is  well  as  he  could^  by  promifing  to 
take  care  they  fhould  not  be  treated  in  this  mannei*  for  the  fu» 
ture,  if  it  was  in  his  power  to  prevent  it*'". 

After  this  extraordinary  exploit  it  was  rcfolvcd  to  attempt 
Port  dc  Paixj  where  M*  Dpcafle  commanded  in  perfon  j  but  he 
quitted  the  plac6,  leaving  in  it  a  garrifoh  of  fix  huridred  men. 

On  thfc  firft  of  June  the  Englifli  iand  i^patiiOi  troops  marched 
by  two  different  roads  tbwiirds  the  place  they  were  to  attack^ 
and  the  fquadroh  failed  thither  at  the  fame  tinie,  but  with  this 
eattrabrdirtary  circumfbhc^,'  that;  if  the  Spaniih  admiral  out  ox 
pure  humanity  had  not  left  fome  tranfportS  to  take  in  oiir  ficic 
men;  they  muft  have  been  left  to  perifh ;  for  commodore  Wil- 
mot had  fottiisthmg  feUe  in  his  head  than  to  take  care  of  in vnlids^ 
and  had  therefore  (ailed  a^  ^oon  as  the  refolution  was  taken. 
The  march  was  very  fatiguing ;  it  took  up  fiJtteen  days  before 
they  arrived  in  fight  of  Port  de  Paix,  and  then  there  waaa  great 
deal  of  time  loft  in  getting  the  artillery  and  amniiinitioti  on  ftiorel 
At  laft  this  too  was  performed,  and  then  the  fiege  of  the  place 
was  begun  in  a  regular  manner :  and  this  commodore,  to  (hew 
his  willingnefs  to  aflift,  landed  n  gteat  body  of  fbamen,  and  in« 
vefled  it  on  the  other  fide. 

On  the  third  of  July^  the  breach  being  practicable,  and  co- 
lonel Lillingfton  employed  in  making  the  neceflary  difpoiitions 
for  a  general  ftorm,  the  enemy  took  a  refolutioh  of  deferting  the 
place,  and  forcing  their  way  through  the  quarter  of  the  commo- 
dore. Their  force  confifted  of  about  five  hundred  and  thirty 
men,  of  which  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  were  negroes,  but 
Well  armed  and  difciplihed.  Their  grcateft  difficulty  was  to  carry 
diF  their  women,  children^  and  the  moft  valuable  part  of  theix 
egefts.     The  latter  they  packed  up  firft,  and  put  them  in  fmall 

^  Rcfif^ionf  on  Burchet*s  msmoirs,  p.  54. 

Inindles 
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I^undles  on  the  backs  of  tKe  women}  who,  with  the  children, 
marched  in  the  frdnCi  under  a  good  efcort,  while  three  hundred 
men  fell  into  the  quarters  of  our  feamen,  and,  by  expofing 
themfelvc^  to  a  verjr  briik  fire,  which  lafted  for  a  Ion|  time, 
gave  the  reft  an  opportunity  to  retreat.  The  affair  was  con- 
clu£lcd  with  equal  refoiution  and  addrefs;  biit  not  without  a 
¥ery  jConGcJer^ble  lofs.      «  ...  ,        i  .  .. 

Colonel  LiUirigftoii,  as  foon  as  he  heard  the  firing,  guefled  at 
the  caufe^  and  immediately  detached  his  brother,  with  two  hun* 
idred  and  fifty  fai^n,  to  fupport  the  feamen.  When  major  Lil. 
lingdon  arrived,  the  affair  was  over,  and  be  marched  direfilv 
^o  take  pofieffion  of  the  fort,  in  order  to  fecure  whatever  the 
French  had  left  behind  them  i  and  having  pofted  centinels  every 
where,  and  put  the  reft  of  bis  men  under  arms,  he  thought 
that  all  was  fafe.  but  in  this  he  was  miftaken  :  commodore  WiU 
mot,  at  the  .head  of  his  whole  corps  of  feamen,  followed  him 
inftantly.  As  foon  ixs  the  commodore  came  up  to  him,  he  clap- 
ped  hh  hand  upon  his  (houlder,  with  this  familiar  falutation, 
*<  Now,  major,  I  am  ftronger  than  you."  After  which  he  re- 
moved his  guards,  broke  dpeh  the  ftore-houfes,  and  carried  btf 
fevery  thing  that  was  worth  takingi  <*  with  a. dexterity^'' fays  co- 
lonel Liltingfton^  <<  very  natural  to  feamen  ^*' 

This  kind  of  proceeding  was  not  like  to  produce  n;)uch  good  i 
the  commodore  offered  to  carty  the  fick  men  to  Jamaica^  and 
^o  leave  colonel  Lillingfton  to  attempt,  in  conjunAion  with  the 
^paniards^  the  taking  Leogane  and  Petit-tiuavas  ^  but  they  were 
weary  of  fuch  kind  of  treatment,  aiid  had  fo  many  men  dif* 
abled  by  the  liniieceffary  hardfhips  to  iirhich  thfcy  had  been  ex- 
t>ofedj  that  it  w;is  refolved,  in  a  council  of  war,  not  to  profe- 
cute  either  of  the  defighs  before-mentioned;  but  to  demolifli 
the  forti  ruin  the  adjacent  country,  carry  off  the  artillci*y  they 
had  taken,  and  fall  with  all  the  Englifh  forces  to  Jamaica. 
.  To  this  the  Spaniih  governor  confented,  becaufe  he  faw  the 
impoffibiltty  of  their  performing,  iii  the  condition  they  were  in. 
What  they  had  proje£led  ;  and  of  this  he  was  the  better  judge. 


«  Burchet*!  nm\  hiftory,  p.  536,    Kefleftioni  on  Barchet*  1  meipoiri,  p.  67, 
Hlftoire  de  Sr.  D^mingue,  vol •  it.  p.  73. 
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becaufe  he  had  an  eza£^  acconnt  of  the  French  forces  that  Bf» 
Ducafle  was  alTemUing  at  Cul  de  Sac,  and  with  which}  it  was 
expcAed,  he  would  march  to  give  them  battle,  as, having  na 
other  means  of  prefcrvtng  the  French  fettlements;  though  ia 
this  there  was  a  great  deal  of  danger  K 

It  muft  not  be  fuppofed,  that  becanfe  this  expedition  was  in 
kfelf  very  tU  managedi  and  far  from  being  glorious  to  thofe  that 
undertook  it ;  it  muft  not,  I  fay,  be  therefore  fappofed,  that  it 
did  but  very  little  prejudice  to  the  French. 

The  confederate  army,  in  (ixty  days,  rwned  their  plantations 
for  a  hundred  miles  round,  carried  off  a  thoufand  negroes,  de* 
moliflied  two  ftrong  forts,  wherein  they  took  one  hundred  and 
Ibrty  pieces  of  cannon,  with  a  vaft  quantity  of  all  ibrts  of  am* 
tnoniticn  and  naval  fiores ;  fo  that  there  feems  to  be  no  reafbn 
to  think  colonel  Lillingfton  exaggerated,  who  computes  ihelois 
of  the  French  at  2oo,oooL  ^  But  what  recompence  is  this  for 
the  expence  the  nation  was  at  in  fitting  out  fuch  a  f^uadron,  and 

f  BBrehcC*»  Aaval  bilfory,  p.  537. 

f  It  if  nvcef&ry  for  ne  here  to  gtv«  the  Radcr  (bam  tcdMnit  #f  theaaiKftrl 
ties  on  wbkh  tbe  fk£ti  memtoocd  in  the  tei^c  are  founded.  In  the  jotr  1703^ 
iecretarf  Burchet  pubjifhed  hit  memoirs  of  tranfa^ions  it  Cca,  doting  this  war 
with  France,  from  x688  to  x6$7-  It^  thefe  memoirs,  p.  305,  he  gircs  a  Urge 
tfccouot  of  chit  eipedition,  which  n  altogether  ia  favour  of  Mk*.  Wiltt«e,  and 
wat  vsry  prohaUy  traoferibed  front  his  letters.  Ia  1704,  colonel  Lakt  JLdlmf* 
Hon  pnbliflied  hit  reflexions  on  Mr.  Binrchet's  memoirs,  in  which  be  adTaocei 
oothing  but  opon  undeniable  authorltf,  producing  inAru£)lons,  letters,  affidaTit% 
and  other  nfceilary  papers  upon  every  0€cali>n.  Some  months  after  Mr.  Bar« 
cbet  pabliOied  a  juftifkaiion  of  his  miTal  memoirs^  i$  aofii^  to  colood  Uh 
liagftoD,  which  arc  fppported  only  by  c&tra^  fron  joorptk  of  pcrlbfli^ 
who  were  difpoftd  to  fet  their  own  proceedings  in  a  good  li^t,  and.  which 
is  ftrangr,  acknowledges  he  neither  aflced  or  dciired  any  account  from  colonel 
Lillingfton,  in  order  to  have  an  opportunity  of  compari«g  evidence  on  both 
fides.  This  was  the  more  extraordinary,  as  king  WiHiam  (prejodiced  by  the  ad* 
miralty  accounts)  looked  coldly  on  the  colonel,  till,  upon  eiamining  the  afiair,  he 
was  undeceived,  and  granted  him  a  pcofjon  of  two  hnndred  pounds  a-year,  which 
was  cominoed  by  Qacen  Anne.  80  that  his  memoirs  fetmed  a  cenfore  opon 
their  mafefties  bonnty.  Tet,  not  with  f^anding  all  this,  when  Secretary  Borchet 
came  to  pnbiiib  his  oav^I  biilory  in  1710,  he  in  a  martiier  traafcribed  what  he  kmi 
before  faid  in  his  memoirs,  cor  reding  only  a  few  faAs  from  colonel  LilIingllon*s 
book,  by  which,  however,  he  admits  its  anthority,  bat  without  iettingany  made 
of  ignominy  upon  this  moil  fcandalous  expedition.  At  thta  Mr.  Lcdiard  very 
honeftly  expreiTes  his  furprize ;  but,  for  my  own  part,  when  I  conf^der  the  admi- 
ralty never  thought  this  affair  worth  an  inquiry,  I  ^  Aoiat  all  wonder  ihcir  Itcrc* 
tary  did  not  think  proper  to  cenfure  it. 
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in  feneKKg  fe  grent  a  hodj  of  land  troops  fo  fari  What  opinioo 
tiHift  the  cottHiMxiore's  ccmdvA  give  cur  allies,  the  Spaniards, 
cf  £ngli(h  armaments^  and  what  notions  cotild  they  entertain 
cf  the  fignificancy  of  our  naval  force,  when  they  fa  w  it  fo  fla- 
giantlf  nufapplied ;  our  eommander  in  chief  having  regard  on^^ 
}y  to  his  private  vievrs,  and  encouraging  his  feaoien  upon  a]| 
occafioos  to  behave  like  pirates?  Ho«r  moch  muft  this  mifcar* 
mge  at  once  diigraoe  and  difcourage  an  adminiftration,  fince  it 
leemed  to  Aew,  that  all  attempts  of  this  fort  would  prove  as 
fruitlefs  for  the  future,  and  ferve  only  to  exhauft  the  treafurea 
of  this  nation,  in  order  to  enrich  fuch  as  lead  deferved  it  ?  I 
am  very  forrytbac  I  have  been  oMiged  to  fay  fo  much;  but  e- 
wcfj  reader  will  do  me  the  juftSce  to  own,  that  this  fubjeA 
compelled  me  to  it.  We  fufier,  at  this  day,  for  the  mlfdeeds 
of  thefe  times,  and  the  faife  ptty  that  was  (hewn  in  letting  flip 
the  puUic  eiamination  of  a  thing  fo  fcandalous  as  this  was  ^ 
ReAe^iona  like  thefe,  on  the  flips  of  oar  anceftors,  are  proper 
lefibns  for  the  prcfent  generation ;  and  I  think  ft  my  duty  to  in- 
eiilcate  ihem^  in  order  to  prevent  our  being  wanting,  in  th^ 
£ime  manner  to  ourfdves  and  our  pofterity. 

The  account  given  us  of  this  affair,  by  French  writers,  agrees 
pretty  well  with  our  own.  It  is  true,  that  they  gave  great  com? 
alendations  to  M.  Ducaflx;,  governor  of  St.  Domingo,  who  wa^ 
certainly  a  very  gallant  man,  but  who,  as  certainly,  had  no  op** 
portunity  of  fliewing  his  bravery  ontliisoccafion.  In  the  main, 
however,  they  agree,  that  mifunderftandings  between  the  allies 
proved  the  ruin  of  the  wh<de  afiair ;  and  that  nothing  could 
amaze,  and  at  the  fame  time  overjoy  people  more,  than  the 
siews  of  the  English  troops  imbarkmg  for  Jamaica  did  M.  Du- 
cafle  and  his  army.  The  fame  writers  imimace,  that  the  colony 

a  The  general  anfiner  to  what  has  been  (uii  nfr^n  this  AibjeA  is,  that  all  inqnirr 
was  preheated  bf  the  c(Mnif)o4rtrc*s  dcaih.  But,  rurely>  thk  is  a  verjr  poor  ex? 
cafe.  Td  an  infcUigent  reader  it  will  appear,  that  aa  etfoAsal  inquiry  might 
have  been  more  eaftty  made  after  his  death,  than  in  the  life  of  the  oommod(nv« 
His  infloencc  was  then  determined*  he  eould  n«t  be  him  by  the  inqiitry,  all  his 
crestores  were  at  full  liberty  to  fpeak ;  and,  as  knowing  the  trnib  only  waS  of  im« 
portance  to  tbe  public,  in  order  to  preyenc  fuch  deteftable  aOioi^s  for  the  foture^ 
shSe  burying  all  this  vtliyny,  at  far  as  poffible,  in  cb^ition^  is  ioeaepfalgic  fo  the 
aftlon* 

3  M  ?  Qf 
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of  Jamaica  was  zQuch  wanting  to  itfelf,  in  not  laying  hold  of 
this  opportunity  to  make  a  defcent  on  the  French  fettlement% 
in  revenge  for  the  mifcbiefs  4one  them  by  the  inhabitants  of  this 
colony»  under  M,  Ducailei  the  year  before,  which,  if  they  had 
idone,'  in  all  probability  the  French  muft  have  been  driven  on^ 
of  Hifpaniola ;  and,  as  things  then  Qopd,  there  is  no  great  rea^ 
fon  to  doubt  the  Spaniards  vrould  have  been  very  well  pleafed 
to  have  feen  an  Engliih  colony  fettled  in  their  room,  as  weU 
knowing  their  own  inability  tQ  prefervc  ^e  i^nd  without  fucH 
affiftanceU 

'"  ]$ut  all  fuch  views  ^r  the  glory  of  £pglan4  wf  re  efie£lually 
defeated  by  the  failing  away  of  the  Engliih  (juadron  from  HiC- 
paniolaj  on  the  twenty- third  of  July,  1695,  with  the  laiid-forees 
on  boar<i|.  '  ^he  governor  and  people  of  Jamaica  gave  the  com- 
modore a  very  indifferent  reception,  having  had  previous  intelli- 
gence  of  his  betiaviour  tfirough  the  w))ole  affair.  Several  coun- 
cils of  war  were  held,  to  confider  how  pra^icable  a  iecond  at- 
tempt  might  be  in  conjunction  with  a  confiderable  force  from 
this  ifland.  Sut,  after  much  deliberation,  this  deiign  alfo  came 
to  nothing.  The  commodore,  in  the  mean  time,  followed  hi^ 
bufinefs  c)ofe|y ;  that  is  to  fay,  be  converted  the  plunder  be  bad 
taken  into  money,  which  he  yefted  in  all  forts  of  merchstndize 
$t  for  the  Engliih  market,  and  took  in  the  goods  jxriyately  on 
the  back  of  the  ifland.  When  this  was  done,  his  next  care 
was  to  get  back  to  England  with  his  fquadron,  witb  the  great 
wealth  he  hac(  amafied  on  board  of  it.  He  left  Jamaica  on  the 
third  of  September,  1695,  but  met  with  a  very  bad  pa0age. 

On  the  (boals  of  Florida  he  loft  a  fourth  rate  man  of  war^i 
in  a  manner  which  gave  great  caufe  to  fufped  he  never  intended 
to  bring  her  home^^.     Af^er  this  an  epidemic  distemper  broki; 

out 

I 

•  t  HiAotre  dc  St.  Dorringoe,  fom.  !▼.  p.  63-— ^5.  HUloire  Ailiiaiiv,  tcA.  iii. 
jHtA'>tre  de'  Louts  XTV.  torn.  v.  ^r. 

*  ^  One  may  fee  by  Colonel  Lilliognon's  whole  book,  bow  niiicb  au>re  jealfMu 
men  of  houoar  are  of  their  repatation;  than  natefmcn  of  a  nadoii*!  glory.  Tht 
eolonePs  account  of  this  affinr  was  printed  but  fcTcn  years  a^tCr  ibe  thing  bap* 
jsencd,  and  yet  rio  fearch  was  made  into  tfae  marter.     His  wbrdl  are'iiide  r 

**  Ic  would  be  a  mofV  diTcrting  thing,  abating  for  the  difafter  of  it»  and  the 
**  lives  loft  io  it,  to  bear  a  true  particular  of  the  lofs  of  the  Wincbeftef  man  of 
**  war.  If  I  am  not  mifinformcd,  there  would  come  to  light  a  great  many  bid^ 
'*  den  circum(hncer,  very  nicful  to  the  nation  in  general,  if  the  lofi  of  tbat 
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0Qt  on  board  the  fhips>  which  carried  off  a  tnulticnde  of  .lailors 
^d  foldiers,  and  not  a  few  officers^  among  whom  was  |he  com- 
mdore  himfclf.  Thia  difeafe  prevailed  at  laft  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  there  way  fcarce  found  men  enough  to  bring  home  the 
iqnadron,  which  did  pot  arrive  till  very  }ate  in  the  year.  I  can- 
not help  doling  this  accpunt  by  obferving,  t)iat  commodore 
Wilmot  left  fixteen  fhoufaud  pounds  Ip  efiefts  on  board  his  owi| 
lbip9  whidi  engag^  his  family  in  a  long  fuit  with  captain  Butler, 
$uch  are  the  wretched  effe&s  of  facrificipg  public  c;Qni:ems  to 
the  narrow  vie^^s  pf  private  intereft  M 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1696,  the  uatioa  wa^ 
9gain  alarmed  iniith  the  report  of  an  invaGpn.  It  was  knowi^ 
that  the  ^rencb  wcr.e  fitting  out  a  (Irong  fqyadron  at  Breft;  an4 
for  what  fcrvice,  the  intelligence  our  fecretaries  h^d  could  not 
Inform  them.  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel,  thereforei  was  fent  with 
^  confiderable  force  to  block  them  up,  whicby  howcvery  thq 
J^rench  avoicjed  ;  apd  it  ^2lb  then  given  out  at  homej  that  our 
Yigilance  h^^d  difapppinted  the  designs  of  the  epemy,  ^ nd  pbli- 
ged  them  to  abandon  all  thoughts  of  a  defcent.  In  this  we  only 
Received  ourfelves,  for  our  n^^rchants  quickly  came  at  khe.  know- 
ledge of  the  (rue  febeme,  which  was  the  fending  a  ftrong  fqua-f 
dron  into  the  We(l  Indies,  to  attack  fomeof  theSpanifh  planta-» 
tions  in  thefe  parts  ^.    The  Sieur  Fointis  was  the  perfon  who 

formed 


*'  man  of  w^r  were  inquired  inf*.  If  due  eztminatton  were  made,  urhethcr  ail 
**  the  ftorei  and  guns  that  weie  pretended  to  be  io  her,  were  realty  on  board 
**  her;  and  if  the  lofs  of  that  (hip  did  not  ferve  for  a  colour  to  pretend  the  lofi 
**■  of  many  things,  which  were  othcrwife  difpofed  of.**  Lillingdon's  refle^icni, 
p.  tjo. 

'  1  Mr.  Barchet  confeflea  thp  epidemic  (icknefs  on  board  the  fleet ;  and  colonel 
^.tiiingflon  informs  us,  that  the  commodore's  widow  was  b^ually  involved  in  4 
law  fuit  with  captain  Butler,  in  1704,  for  the  plunder  fo  bafelf  taken  from  tht 
poor  foldiers  and  failors,  who  acquired  a  juft  tide  to  it  by  the  fweat  of  ihetr 
brows,  and  the  expe nee  of  their  blood. 

^  III  order  to  fupporc  this  fa  A,  I  Ihall  give  the  reader  a  paflage  from  thd 
monthly  Mercory  for  Decern W  1696.  "  The  great  noife  made  about  Pointis*s 
*'  fqnadron  that  was  equipping  at  Breff,  and  which,  as  ic  was  fnrn!(hed  with  a 
**  ¥a(l  number  of  iicaling  ladders,  bombs,  pontons,  and  other  materials  for  a 
*'  defcent,  and  for  the  a' tack  of  places  on  (hore,  had  given  the  alarm  to  all  the 
**  dominions  of  Great  Britain,  is  at  laft  over ;  and  thofe  that  were  moll  fright- 
**  ed,  are  now  mod  inclined  to  treat  it  with  contempt;  for  whether  it  was,  that 
''  IPoinris  wtotcd  1  mone^^-wiRd  ta  carry  him  out  of  post,  or  that  his  project 
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formed  the  plan  of  this  undertakings  and  who  had  been  no  lefii 
than  three  years  in  bringing  it  to  bean 

Th^  French  king  had  fufiered  a  great  nooiber  of  pivate  per* 
fons  to  contribute  towanda  this  enterprizc,  and  the  ftrongeft  af^ 
furances  were  given  them,  that  whatever  profits  accrued  there- 
by  (hould  be  fairly  divided  amongft  them.  Orders  were  pri- 
vately fent  to  M.  DucafTe,  in  Hiipanloki  to  aflemble  as  many 
buccaneers  as  he  could,  with  veflels  proper  to  fupport  them  ; 
and  be  was  to  have  thefis  ready  to  join  M.  Ponitisi's  fquadron, 
as  foon  as  it  appeared.  The  true  defign  all  along  was  upon 
Carthagena ;  but  fuch  as  pretended  to  be  in  the  fecret  at  the 
French  court,  gave  out,  that  the  king  intended  this  armament 
to  execute  a  projed,  long  ago  formed  by  M.  Ducafie,  of  driving 
the  Spaniards  entirely  out  of  Hiipaniola^  But,  notwithftanding 
this  variety  of  reports,  fome  of  king  James's  adherents  fancied 
that  they  had  penetrated  farther  than  any  of  thefe  politicians^ 
and  that  the  true  defign  of  this  myfterious  armament  was  againft 
Jamaica ;  and  of  this,  as  Engliflimen,  they  thought  it  their  duty 
to  advife  our  court'*. 

At  firft  this  was  confidered  as  a  very  extraordinary  piece  of 
intelligence,  which  alarmed  us  the  more,  becaufe,  confidering 
the  force  we  bad  in  that  part  of  the  world,  if  they  had  reaUy 


«<  had  not  received  the  lead  fan^ion  of  the  coQrt^  Co  it  was,  that  his  Britannic 
**  majefty  had  ttme  enough  to  (end  Sir  Cbiidefley  Shovel  with  a  (krong  fqiHidroa 
**  to  iDfpeA  this  fl<%t,  which  was  reported  to  be  (krong  enough  to  attenpc  the 
•*  inyafioo  of  his  kingdocns  j  and,  on  hi«  I  >okin£  into  the  port,  ir  appeared  thcrat 
*<  were  hnt  fixteen  men  of  war  of  all  forts  there ;  To  that,  whaterer  the  defigo  of 
*f  Pointtf*ft  fqaadron  was,  it  fecmt  to  be  vinifhed  into  fmoke.** 

"  The  political  tracts  of  that  year  bed  inform  us  what  the  fcntiments  of  the 
world  were  upon  that  eccafinn,  becaufe  liter  writers  are  apt  to  impofe  upon  ua, 
hj  pretending,  that  this  or  that  great  miniftcr  bad  aAuaUy^iroovered  the  feacc 
Terr  Mf'^f*  though,  for  certain  rra'bns  of  ftate,  it  was  not  pnbliihed*  Now  tc 
clearly  appears  from  thofe  writings,  that  nothing  of  this  kind  happened  ;  and  it 
)s  as  certain  from  Pointis%  jo|irna!,  that  he  never  bad  any  other  view  than  that 
of  attacking  Carthagena,  notwichOasdiAg  fo  many  other  projeQs  were  ulked  o/. 
The  toformations  i  fpeak  of  from  France,  I  know  from  unqueflionable  authority; 
fcTf  at  thr  author  of  the  Jewifb  letters  rightly  obferves,  the  Edglilh  refugees  ac 
St.  Germain's  were  quite  a  dificrent  fort  of  people  from  the  refugees  in  Soho  ; 
£or  they  loved  their  country,  though  they  were  baniflied  from  ir^  and,  like  the 
Gieek  exiles  of  old  io  tlir  PcrGan  court,  (hewed  thofe  who  were  lAOrcd  to  flavcry, 
how  great  a  bic^«>2  it  i&  to  b?  bvrn  aitd  bred  op  ra^x. 

atfexnpted 
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attempted  this  ifland,  there  was  but  too  great  probability  of  their 
facceeding. 

When  this  matter,  howeveri  came  to  be  deliberated  upon  in 
councili  and  feveral  of  the  mod  intelligent  perfons  there  ieemed 
convinced  that  the  blow  was  meant  at  us,  king  William  declared 
himfelf  of  a  contrary  opinion,  for  a  rcafon  which  fhewed  how 
well  he  under ftood  maniind,  and  how  juftly  the  French  king 
dreaded  his  fuperior  capacity  in  the  dofet.  His  majefty  obierved^ 
that  the  bafis  of  the  French  king's  new  expedition  was  private 
inrereft,  not  public  utility,  or  national  glory,  for  which  rcafon 
he  concluded  they  would  not  either  endeavour  to  conquer  Hifpa* 
niola,  or  attack  Jamaica,  but  attempt  the  taking  the  Spaniih 
galleons,  or  the  furprizing  of  Carthagena.  The  good  fenfe  of 
this  obTervation  brought  over  every  body  to  his  majelly's  opinion^ 
and  the  (equcl  will  (hew,  that  the  Sieur  Fointis  and  the  refl  of 
the  French  commanders,  (M.  Ducafle  always  excepted),  never 
confidered,  in  this  expedition,  what  was  bed  to  be  done,  but 
how  mod  might  be  got,  in  which  piratical  kind  of  knowledge 
they  proved  much  greater  proficients  than  the  buccaneers  them* 
(elves  '^. 

To  fruftrate  this  blow,  where-ever  it  was  intended,  orders 
were  given  for  a  fmall  fquadron  to  aflemble  ai  Portfmouth  under 
the  command  of  captain  Meeze,  and  other  orders  were  at  the 
fame  time  difpatched  to  Mr.  Neville,  who  commanded  our  fleet 
in  the  Mediterranean,  and  who  was  now  made  vice-admiral, 
which  he  was  dire£ted  to  open,  when  he  bad  taken  due  care  of 
the  homeward-bound  fleet,  and  ihould  be  fifty  leagues  &\  W» 
by  W.  from  Cndiz.  He  found  himfelf  in  this  fituation  about  the 
middle  of  the  month  of  February,  1696-7,  and,  then  confulting^ 

^  fiUb^p  Burnet  in  hU  hiftorj  of  his  own  times,  vol.  iL  p,  195.  cxpreflLs  a 
^ood  dcil  of  4'llike  ta  the  managrment  •(  onr  aflairs  at  fea  in  tbit  critical  con-- 
junOurc ;  but  whoever  eonOdcri  the  matter  (IriAIy,  will  find  all  the  reafoo  in  the 
world  to  coiqmend  ihc  difpcfition  made  by  our  court  for  preventijig  the  Freneh 
from  executing  their  dc(ign  in  the  Weft  Indie*,  We  ought  always  to  dldinguilh 
between  the  laying  of  a  fcheme  and  i}\e  carrying  it  into  ezccntion;  for  the  f^nna 
p-aife  is  doe  to  the  contrivers  of  a  good  (cheme,  though  it  fails  of  its  cfTcA,  as 
if  it  had  met  with  the  wiihcd-for  facccfs.  Here  was  a  force  fuperior  to  the  French* 
who  had  been  three  years  providing  theirs,  a/lri^  bled  in  lefs  than  three  months  ; 
and,  if  the  orders  given  to  our  admirals  had  been  ftri^ly  complied  with,  they 
had  been  as  early  io  the  Wtfl  U;dics  as  the  enemy  ;  if  they  were  not|  it  waS  no 
fault  either  of  the  ccuocil  or  the  board  of  admiralty. 

his 
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his  inftruflions,  found  that  he  Wasito  join  captain  litezt*s  fqua- 
dron  at  the  ifland  of  Madeiras,  where,  after  cruizing  a  long  cioie^ 
he  was  met  by  the  captain,  now  made  a  rear-admiral,  in  his  own 
fcip  the  Briftol ;  and,  the  Lightning  firc-fliip  having  lolt  company 
with  the  reft  of  his  fquadron  in  a  fog,  a  little  after  he  left  the 
Ifle  of  Wight.  On  the  fevcntccnth  of  April  viccradmiral  NcvLllc 
arrived  at  Barbadoes,  where  he  found  moft  of  the  fhips  he  ex- 
pected, except  the  Dutch,  who  joining  him^  however,  foon  after, 
ihcy  bore  away  for  Antigua,  where  they  arrived  the  third  of 
May,  1697.  There  it  was  refolved  in  a  council  of  war  10  fail 
for  Porto  Rico,  in  order  to  take  as  much  care  as  poffible  of  the 
Spaniih  galleons.  Before  he  reached  his  intended  port,  he  had 
intelligence,  that  M.  Pointis  was  failed  from  Hifpaniola  on  the 
twcnty-firft  of  March,  N.  S.  with  twenty-Cx  (hips  fmall  and 
creat.  It  was  then  refolved  in  a  council  of  war  to  proceed  forth- 
with to  Jamaica,  in  order  to  take  in  a  fupply  of  water  and  pro- 

viiions  P. 

On  the  fifteenth  of  May,  1697,  the  admiral,  being  off  the 
caft  end  of  the  ifland,  met  with  a  floop,  the  mafter  whereof  in- 
formed him,  there  was  a  flying  report  of  the  French  fquadron's 
being  before  Carthagena  5  upon  this  he  ftaid  no  longer  than  was 
abfolutely  ncceflary  to  take  in  water,  but  failed  fi-om  Port-RoyaJi 
and  attempted  to  go  through  the  Leeward  channel;  but  in  that 
he  was  prevented  by  the  dying  away  of  the  land-breeze,  and  con^ 
trary  to  what  had  been  ever  known  by  all  perfons  acquainted 
^ith  thofc  parts,  the  fea-breczc  blew  for  fix  days  and  fix  nights 
together,  during  which  time  an  EngliQi  floop  came  in,  that  left 
Porto-Bello  the  eighteenth  of  this  months  in  company  with  the 
galleons,  (which  w'cre  fifteen  in  number),  and  two  days  after 
parted  with  them,  fteering  away  N.  N.  E.  for  Jamaica,  where 
they  intended  to  take  in  proviGons,  for  which  thfcy  were  fo 
much  ftraitened,  that  they  had  not  enough  to  tart-y  them  t6  thi 

P  Mr.  Burchet  tells  us  both  in  his  memoir^  and  hit  birtoryi  that  vtce^admiral 
NcTille  crwizcd  fiity  eighi  ilays  abobt  the  Madeiras,  to  which,  if  he  thought  him- 
fclf  hound  by  his  innroaions,  he  was  juftificd  ;  but  howcvtt",  this  certainly  proi 
▼cd  the  ruin  of  ihc  whole  afcir ;  ft  r,  if  he  had  ftood  away  for  fiarbadoei;  indead 
of  croiiing  there,  he  might  have  come  time  enough  to  have  attacked  the  ^rtocK 
before  they  Icrt  Hirpaniola,  or  at  le«ft  hc.roight  have  foilowti  them  to  Cartha- 
gena^ whcie,  if  he  had  attacked  their  fleet  while  their  afnjy  wHs  engaged  in  thi 
iiege,  thcu  whole  forct  muft  have  been  totally  dcflroyed. 

Havannah. 
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Ha^anhali.  The  vice-ad mrral  fent  out  twa  ikx>ps  to  look  for  then), 
the  one  off*  the  kep  of  Pojnt-PedrO',  and  the  other  off  thofe  of 
Porto-Morant»  and  to  let  their  general  know,  that  he  was  going 
to  Cartfaagcna  to  fee  what  couki  be  done  againft  the  French^  but 
that  he  would  return  to  Jamaiicain  a  Ihort  time.  The  twentj'* 
fourth  of  the  fame  month  he  took  advantage  of  a  fmall  gal^  from. 
JQiore  to  fleec  for  Carthagena^  in  hopes  of  finding  the  French 
leither  embarrafied  in  the  (lege  of  the  place,  or  in  imbarking  the 
plunder ;  for,  according  to  the  beft  accounts  he  coald  get,  the 
Spaniards  were  very  ftrong  there,  and  had  been  fo  lucky  alio  as 
to  have  pretty,  early  iutelligeoce  of  the  vifit  that  was  defigned 
them  ;  but  the  crofs  accidents,  that  kept  the  vice-admiral  fo  long 
on  the  coaft>  of  Jamaica,  fruilrated  bis  good  intentions,  and  bin-' 
dered  our  retaking  iirom  the  French  the  beft  part  of  what  they 
took  from  the  Spaiiiards>  which  muft  otherwife  probably  have 
happened  *>. 

In  order  to  give  a  diftin^i:  account  of  this  extraordinary  aflTair^ 
which  is  fomewhat  partially  related  both  by  Engliih  and  Frencb 
writerS)  I  muft  purfue  the  hjftory  of  Pointis's  voyage^  and  (hew 
how  and  when  he  executed  the  fcheme  he  propofed ;  for  this 
will  naturally  bring  us  back  to  this  very  point  of  time  when  vice-* 
admiral  Neville  failed  in  fearch  of  him  and  his  A]uadron«  As  the 
fucceiis  of  Pointis's  expedition  depended  upon  the  affiflance  he 
Was  to  receive  at  St.  Domingo,  he  failed  thither  diredily,  and 
arrived  on  the  coaft  February  19,  1697*  The  governor  M.  Du- 
cafle  had  taken  care  to  provide  every  thing  purfuant  to  his  in- 
IftruAions,  fo  that  the  Sieor  Pointis  met  with  no  retardment  but 
what  proceeded  from  his  own  imperious  difpofition,  which  hin- 
dered him  from  giving  the  buccaneers  the  fatisfaAion  they  ex« 
Ipefted  \  and  this  produced  a  mutiny  or  two,  which  nothing  could 

^  The  idmirtl's  going  to  J4in«'i€a  wjat  another  misfortune;  for,  ash  will  b« 
hereafter  (hewn,  if  he  had  fatied  direAly,  on  the  firft  Intelligence  he  had,  for 
Canhagena,  he  mud  have  furprizcd  M.  Pointis,  and  deftroyed  hfs  whole  force^ 
Bat  if,  according  to  the  admiral's  journal,  he  was  under  an  abfolote  neceHity  of 
taking  In  water  ;  this  is  to  be  conHd^rcd  as  to  unavoidable  misfortune.  Thefe  are 
points  I  leave  to  the  reader's  judgment  to  determine;  for  none  of  our  accountt 
afford  ds  fufficient  light  to  decide  poHtively  on  the  matters  of  faA,  though  this  is 
certainly  in  the  admiral's  favour,  (hat  he  was  known  to  ha?e  as  much  perfonal 
courage  at  any  man,  and  that  he  afterwards  fhewed  a«  great  an  iiidinatioo  to 
fight  upon  this  occafion  as  any  ix>iq  «ver  did,  or  iqdee4  could  do. 

Vo^.  jr.  3  N  Jiavc 
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have  quieted  but  the  prefeoce  of  M.  Ducafle,  who  was  adhiated 
wholly  by  public  fpirtt^  and  exerted  his  utmoft  intereft  arooDg 
thefe  people  to  keep  them  fteadyj  at  the^fatne  time  he  fuffered 
as  much  as  they  did  from  the  infoknce  of  the  general,  who, 
proud  of  his  commifiioDi  and  full  of  himfetf,  behaved  without 
any  regard  either  to  the  rank  or  circumAances  of  others'. 
'  After  about  a  fortnight's  ftay  to  forward  aH  necefiary  prepa- 
ratioasj  ^the  whole  fleet  failed  for  Cartbagenaj  and  arrived  be- 
fore that  city  on  the  third  of  April.  The  force  brought  frook 
France  by  M.  Pointis  confifted  of  feven  krge  (hips  of  war,  about 
ten  frigates,  and  fmaU  veficls  of  feveral  forts,  on  board  which 
were  two  thouiand  two  hundred  and  fixty  feamen,  and  one 
thousand  ieven  hundred  and  fifty  fohliers^  in  all  four  thouiand 
and  ten,  to  which  M.  DucafFe  aikkd  another  ftout  fquadron,  on 
board  of  which  were  fifteen  hundred  buccaneers,  foldiers,  and 
volunteers.  They  firft  attempted  the  ftrong  fort  of  Boca-Chica, 
which  was  carried  by  ajQTault ;  then  they  attacked  Ncuftra  Sig* 
nora  de  la  Popa,  a  monaftery  on  a  hi]l>  which  commands  the 
place ;  they  befieged  and  took  Ukewife  the  fort  of  St.  La2anis, 
and  at  length  ftormed  the  fuburbs,  which  forced  the  governor 
to  think  of  a  capitnkition ;  and  this,  being  granted  him  on  pretty 
good  terms,  was  concluded  April  24,  1697,  when  the  city  was 
furrendered  to  the  French,  who  loft  before  it  upwards  of  five 
hundred  men ;.  neither  could  it  have  been  ever  taken  but  for  the 
aflidaDce  of  M*  Ducafle,  and  the  troops  be  commanded,  though 
Pointis  nfed  them  very  ill  through  the  whole  affair,,  and,  after  it 
was  uken,  adhially  (hut  them  out  of  the  city,  putting  off  from 
time  to  time  the  diftrlbution  of  the  booty,  and  not  allowing  (a 
much  at  to  put  a  check  on  fucb  as  received  it*. 

Many 

'  In  the  whole  of  ihu  relation  X  reduce  all  the  dates  to  the  old  Ayle  for  ibc 
fjikc  of  comparing  them  readily,  which  could  not  have  been  otbcrwife  dooc  At 
to  the  fa^,  we  have  a  vaft  variety  of  relations,  though  I  tbiok  but  two  of  aoy 
^reat  tutbority,  viz,  P  >intis's  own  nacntoirs,  su\d  the  btflory  of  St.  Domingo, 
written  by  father  Charlevoit  on  the  memoirs  of  father  Pers,  and  from  the  rejri. 
ftcrs  in  the  public  offices  in  the  marine  in  France,  where  I  had  thcfe  dUfcr  too 
widely  to  be  reconciled  ;  therefore  I  prefer,  witbout  ceremony,  the  latter,  bccaufc 
It  is  evident,  that  Sieur  Pointis  bad  views  to  ferve»  whereas  father  Charlevoiix 
Writes  wiihoot  the  leaft  bias.  Occafionally  I  kave  rccourfe  to  other  anthorUics, 
which  I  refer  to  io  their  proper  plascs* 

*  This  vt  find  both  in  Fointis'i  memoirs,  and  in  the  biflory  of  St.  Dtimisgo. 

'     •     The 
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Many  difputes  have  been  raifed  as  to  the  value  of  the  plate 
and  other  ttk&s  taken  by  the  Sieur  Pointis  in  this  place.  Some 
iiave  carried  this  fb  high  as  forty  millions  of  livres,  and  others, 
amongft  whom  h  M.  Pointis  himfelf,  reduce  k  to  nine  miUions* 
There  are  fcvenj  reafons  which  have  induced  different  writers  to 
impofe  upon  their  readers  ki  this  particular'^.  AU  the  Spanifli 
authors  who  have  mentioned  this,  fay,  they  had  fent  the  nuns, 
tdgether  with  one  hundred  and  twenty  mules,  laden  with  gold 
and  jewels,  forty  miles  up  into  the  <}ountry,  before  the  French 
arrived ;  but  then  it  k  vifibly  their  intereft  to  abate,  as  much  as 
poflible,  the  credit  of  this  expedition,  and  this  perhaps  is  now 
become  the  Freach  tntereft  too.  The  Sieur  Pointis  and  his  par* 
tizans  had  alfo  caufe  fufficicnt'to  ftate  this  account  as  low  as 
poffible,  becaoTe,  the  loWier  tbey  brought  it,  the  Icfs  they  had  to 
account  for,  which  was  what  they  wanted.  Our  hiftorians  iri 
thofe  days  were  deiirous  of  leflening  the  fuccefs  of  all  French 
•expeditions,  and  therefore,  as  we  fee  in  the  celebrated  work  of 
biOiop  Burnet,  that  prelate  affe£led  to  treat  this  as  a  mifcarriage* 
by  which  the  French,  on  the  whole,  could  fcarce  be  called 
gainers". 

But  one  who  is  folicitous  only  ttbont  truth  will  make  proper 
allowances  on  fuch  occafions,  an^^  by  comparing  thefe  difFerent 
accounts  together,  will  endeavour  to  acquire  a  juft  notion  of  a 
thing,  with  which,  for  many  reafons,  furely  both  we  and  poftc* 
rity  have  a  right  to  be  acquainted.  After  taking  all  imaginable 
pains  to  this  purpofe,  I  venture  to  aiTert,  M.  Pointis  carried 


The  general  indeed  pretends  the  bnccaneen  behaved  iQ,  bot  the  court  of  Frtnce» 
on  Che  cloTeiY  exinifution,  thonght  other  wife,  and  therefore  fo  1  chfln)c  ottght  we. 

^  Hiftoire  de  St.  Oomingae,  vol.  iv.  p.  i4tf.  Mrmoirei  de  PoioH5,  fi?r>  F«iber 
Daniel,  in  bit  jottrnal  hidoriqae  dt  Loais  XIV.  p.  187.  compates  the  tiehef 
J>rougbt  borne  by  Sieur  Poinds  at  ten  millioof ;  and  this,  as  1  uke  k,  wat  <tb€ 
commonly  received  caScnUtion  at  that  time. 

u  Btftiop  ftornet  might  pofHhly  be  deceived  by  the  fecond  acconnts  from 
France,  which  were  all  againft  Pointis ;  hut  if  he  had  inquired  into  what  fuUowed» 
and  how  much  money  was  recovered  when  this  bofineCi  came  to  be  narrowly 
fifted,  he  would  have  altered  his  opinion.  The  French  do  not  fuffer  a  few  ^:at 
officers  to  cheat  their  owners  and  the  public  by  cooking  up  ftoties  deftitute  off 
proof}  their  governmeut  is  arbitrary,  and  therefore*  in  cafes  like  thii,  gCAcnllf 
fycakiag,  juft. 
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home  upwards  of  twenty  millions  of.  livres ;  I  believe  I  fliould 
tiot  err  in  faying,  tweWe  hundred  thotrfand  pounds  fterling**. 

But  there  is  no  need  of  leflcning  the  profits  to  ?d>ate  the  glorf 
p{  thi^  e:ippedition.  The  Sicur  Pointis  certainly  behaved  very  iM 
through  the  whple  affair ;  he  difguftcd  the  buccaneers;  he  treat- 
ed M.  Dacafle  exceffively  ill  during  the  whole  fiege;  he  made 
an  un&ir.  diftribwtion  of  the  cfFcfts  taken ;  he  took  no  kind  of 
care  of  the  fick  and  wounded,  but  left  them  in  the  hoTpitals  not 
only  without  medicines  but  food  \  and,  to  complete  his  biun-> 
ders,  he  loitered  till  the  twcnty^firft  of  May,  and  did  not  im-> 
bark  his  men  till  the  &rk)y  feafon  came  on^  and  they  could  fcarce 
crawl  to  their  ihips.  The  buccaneers  were  fo  irritated  by  tkc 
ji)ehaviour  of  Pointis,  and  his  breakings  the  agreement  he  made 
with  them}  to  force  upon  them  a  dividend  of  40,000  crowns^ 
that,  as  foon  as  they  faw  him  and  his  fquadron  ready  to  fail, 
they  returned  back  to  Carthagcna,  in  order,  as  they  phrafed  it, 
to  look  fpt  their  Hiare  of  the  plunder,  whiph  they  did  not  fail 
of  finding'. 

It  is  very  evident  from  this  account,  that  if  our  yice-admiral, 
on  his  having  the  firft  information  of  the  enemy's  being  failed 
for  Carthagcna,  which  was  on  the  fifteenth  of  May,  bad  pro- 
ceeded thither  inftead  of  going  to  Jamaica,  he  had  unqoeftion- 
My  furprized  the  French  in  the  harbour  of  that  place  ^  and,  as 
the  Spaniards  had  afVually  aflemUed  a](i  army  to  retake  the  city, 
it  is  not  eafy  to  guefs  how  the  French  would  have  efcaped,  who 
were  by  that  time  f{4it  into  fadions  among  the^felves,  and  at 
leaft  one  half  of  them  fallen  fick  y.;#  But  though  he  milled  thcna 
then,  yet  on  the  twenty-feventh  of  May,  1697,  being  half  (cas 
over  from  Jamaica,  he  faw  the  Sieur  de  Potntis's  fquadron^  con- 
lifting  of  (even  men  of  war,  and  two  or  three  frigates,  at  no 


w 


My  calcnUcton  ^oes  upon  undeniable  prindplrt.  The  Sicur  Pointii  pre 
the  buccjnrcrt  40,009  crowni,  or  xzo,ooo  livres,  for  their  fhare,  computing  Ml 
the  rate  of  one  tenth  from  the  fir  (I  million,  and  a  thirtieth  from  every  other 
millioo  ;  and  this,  by  a  very  cafy  procefs,  makes  it  clear  he  eftimated  the  whole 
booty  at  9,000,000.  But,  when  M.  Potntis*.s  behaviour  came  to  be  fcrutiaized 
in  France,  they  had  a  decree  for  1,400,000  livres  more. 

^  llift<ire  de  St.  Domingue,  vol.  iv.  p.  1^7.    The  buccaneers  undoubtedly 
carried  away  5,000,000  livres,  though  not  above  i,sco,ooo  came  to  St.  Domini 

'^  y  Barc)icCi  naval  biftory,  p.  .5 5.3^    ^cc  alfo  the  iQcmoirsof  Sir  G;  Rooke. 

great 
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geeat  diftance ;  uppn  which  be  endeaToured  to  engage  them, 
but  could  not.  The  Warwick  indeed  exchanged  feme  fliot  with 
one  of  the  Frenchmen ;  but,  in  fpite  of  all  the  £iil  (he  could 
make,  the  ihip  got  away  from  her,  as  the  reft  did  from  the  ad- 
mtral.  The  Warwick,  perceiving  this,  bore  down  on  a  fly-boat 
belonging  to  the  Fr^ch  fleet,  and  took  her^  having' on  board  a 
vaft  quantity  of  arms  and  ammunition,  with  as  much  plate  as 
made  the  prize  worth  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  and  is  a 
preuy  good  fample  of  what  mighty  treafures  were  on  board  the 
reft ». 

« 

Five  days  the  vice-admiral  continued  thepurfuit,  in  which  fivt 
ihips,  amongft  which  his  own  and  rear-admiral  Meeze's  were 
included,  fprung  their  fore-top-mafts,  and  their  fails  were  fo 
torn,  that  it  was  found  impoiBble  to  continue  the  chnce  with  any 
hopes  of  fuccefs^.  This  again  was  a  narrow  efcape;  the  French 
themfelves  own  it»  they  were  much  inferior  in  force,  they  were 
ill  manned,  moft  of  their  (hips  were  foul ;  and,  if  they  had 
fought,  many  of  them  muft  have  been  taken  without  doubt. 
I  fee  no  manner  of  caufe  to  cenfure  the  vice-admiral's  conduft 
on  this  occafion,  (as  fome  have  done),  becaufe  it  was  beyond 
queftion  his'^own  and  his  officers  interefts  to  have  fought,  upon 
the  prefumption  that  their  own  fuperior  force  would  have  put 
them  in  pofiefiion  of  all  the  plunder  the  French  had  obtained. 

Befides,  they  all  gave  fufiicient  proofs  afterwards,  that  fight- 
ing was  what  they  did  not  defire  to  avoid.  I  am  therefore  fatis- 
$ed  as  to  this  point,  that  there  was  nothing  of  treachery  or  ne- 
gle£t  of  duty  ip  this  hufinefs,but  that  Pointis'sfquadron  efcaped 
by  a  concurrence  (with  refpedl  to  us)  of  unlucky  and  unavoidable 
accidents,  unlefs  there  might  be  fome  £iult  in  thofe  who  furnifh- 
ed  our  fails,  which  did  not  wear  fo  well  as  thofe  of  the  French, 
for  which  however  the  fea-officers  were  not  to  blame  ». 

The  buccaneers,  on  their  return  to  Carthagena,  met  with  no 
refiftance;  and  therefore,  having  drivcQ  the  inhabitants  into  the 

>  Mr.  Lediard  fcems  to  qacflion  whether  the  aothor  of  the  Britith  empire  ia 
America  had  not  fet  down  200,009  for  ao,ooo|  but  upon  examinacioo  I  fiod 
a 00,000  in  the  oiiginal  accounts. 

*  fiurcbet'ft  memoiri,  p.  361.  The  prefent  (Utt  of  Eorope  f«ir  the  month  of 
Attgnd,  1^97.     London  Gazette,  N^.  33x7. 

b  Mr.  Burchct  acknowledget  this,  and  fo  it  appears  00  the  ftilAefl  inqcfry, 
though  this  does  not  feem  to  l^^ve  fatisfied  biibop  Burnett 

great 
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great  churchi  they  told  them  hbw  general  Poiotis  had  treated 
them,  which,  as  they  aliedged,  obliged  theoii  though  agaioft 
their  will,  to  cocne  back  to  make  a  demand  of  five  millions, 
which  once  paid  them,  they  promifed  to  retire  without  doing 
any  kind  o£  violence.  The  poor  Spaniards  did  their  utmoft  to 
rake  together  this  fum  ;  but  it  was  all  in  vain*  The  French  took 
what  they  brought,  and,  as  foon  as  they  had  done  bringing,  thcfe 
xnifcreants  had  recourfe  to  fuch  cruelties,  as  are  icarce  credible^ 
to  force  difcoveries.  After  all,  in  the  fpace  of  about  five  days, 
they  amafled  near  1,000,000  of  crowns  in  money,  dnd  above  as 
much  more  in  rich  goods;  after  which  they  fell  out  amongft 
themfelves  as  to  the  divifion  of  it,,  the  bnccaneers  refufing  the 
inhabitants  of  Domingo  an  equal  fhare,  becaufe,  as  tbey  fatd, 
they  were  at  great  etpence  on  that  ifland  before  they  failed, 
when  the  inhabitants  were  at  home  in  their  own  boofcs.  Thb 
difpute,  however,  was  foon  adjufted  on  the  arrival  of  a  (hip 
from  Martinico,  with  advice  that  a  ftrong  £ngli(h  fquadron  was 
in  queft  of  them ;  they  inflantly  quitted  the  place,  imbarked 
their  plunder  with  all  imaginable  diligence,  and  contrived  to 
get  to  fea  as  foon  as  poffiUc,  and  retire  to  St.  Domingo  ^. 

When  our  fquadron  found  it  impra£ticable  to  engage  the 
French,  the  vice-admiral  thought  it  expedient  to  proceed  to  Car- 
thagena,  in  (Mrder  to  fee  if  the  galleons  were  fafe,  and  how  far 
he  could  be  u£:ful  to  the  Spaniards.  He  arrived  in  the  port  in 
the  evening  of  the  thirty-firft  of  May,  and  found  the  place  quite 
abandoned ;  for  the  inbaUtants  were  fo  much  afraid  of  the  buc- 
caneers returning  a  third  time,  that  they  were  fied  into  the 
woods.  Two  days  the  vice-admiral  remained  In  the  port  before 
be  prevailed  upon  the  governor  and  fome  of  the  principal  inha- 
bitants  to  return,  and  then  failed,  after  fending  a  frigate  to  St. 
Jago  to  inform  the  governor  of  the  Havannah,  and  the  general  of 
the  gallies,  of  what  had  pafled,  that  they  might  the  better  pro- 
vide for  the  fafety  of  the  galleons. 

On  the  fixth  he  difcovcred  eight  fail  of  buccaneers  clofc  under 
the  fhore ;  upon  which,  a  detachment  was  fent  to  dcftroy  them. 
The  enemy  crowded  all'the  fail  they  could,  in  hopes  of  .elcapingt 
hut  o^ly  four  were  fo  lucky  as  to  effefi:  it.  One  was  forced  upon 

«  Hiiloire  dc  St.  Domlngue,  vdI.  kr.  p.  itfx. 
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the  Spanifh  coaft,  not  far  from  Caitbagena»  her  crew  taken  by 
the  inhabitants^  and  compelled  to  work  In  the  repair  of  their 
fortifications.  Another  was  forced  on  fhorc  on  St.  Domingo^ 
and  beat  to  pieces.  The  Chrift,  a  fine  fhip,  commanded  by* 
captain  Cofuj^  who  had  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  on  board, 
and  about  350,000  crowns  in  filver,  was  taken  by  a  Dutch  (hip, 
as  was  the  Flying  Hart  of  the  fame  force  and  value*  command* 
ed  by  captain  Pierce,  by  captain  UilkeSj  and  her  crew  were 
brought  into  England  '• 

The  governor  of  Jamaica  at  that  time  was  Sir  William  Beefton^ 
who,  confidering  that  the  fleet  muft  foon  be  obliged  to  return 
home,  refolved  to  foggcft  the  deftruAion  of  that  neft  of  pirates, 
Feth-Guavas,  to  the  vice-admiral,  as  the  moft  important  fcrvice 
that,  as  things  were  circumftanced,  could  be  done  to  the  Eng* 
liflx  colonies  in  general,  and  Jamaica  in  particular.  Vice-admiral 
Neville  inftantly  complied  with  it,  and  left  the  execution  of  the 
icbeme  to  rear-admiral  Meeze,  who  was  detached  from  the  fteet, 
June  22,  1697,  f^^  ^^^  ^'T  purpofe,  with  nine  (hips  of- war, 
great  and  fmall.  On  the  twenty-fevcnth  he  arrived  at  a  fmall 
diftance  from  Petit- Guavas,  and  debarked  fome  of  his  fbrces, 
ordering  the  ihips  to  come  in  next  day. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  he  furprifed  Pctit-Guavas,  entering  the 
place  before  it  was  light,  and  feizing  the  guard.  He  bad  at  firfl: 
thoughts  of  remaining  there  fome  (hort  time;  but  the  feamcn, 
and  at  laft,  through  their  example,  the  landmen,  began  to  plun- 
der and  drink  fo  hard,  that  when  the  rear-admiral  altered  his 
fentiments,  and  refolved  to  burn  and  abandon  it,  there  was  not 
above  fifty  fober  men  under  his  command,  out  of  nine  hundred. 
When  he  gave  out  this  order,  the  whole  was  executed  with  fuch 
precipitation,  that  notwithftanding  there  was  abundance  of  gold 
and  filvcr  in  the  place,  yet  very  little  was  faved  or  brought  away. 
However,  the  burning  the  town,  and  carrying  off  prisoners  a 
good  number  of  negroes  to  Jamaica,  was  a  great  and  feafonable 
fervice  to  the  Englifii  colonies^  and  gave  the  enemy  a  renuirkable 
check,  which  they  did  not  (bon  recover  :  to  fay  the  truth,  it  was 
one  of  the  moft  important  n^ioas  done  during  the  war  S 

«*  Barchct*s  nav.  hift.  p.  555.  Colnrana  rortraw,  p.  x€S.    Life  of  K.  Wi!liaai, 
p.  487,  488.  *  Burchet**  menioirs,  p,  ^69.  Kcnnfr,  Life  of  K.  "William. 

CoIum;u  r  ftrata,  p.  1^9.  I'he  prcicnt  ftate  of  Fiirope  for  the  month  of  Sept. 
1*97.     Ppintct**  chroru'IjgJCil  hiilofI*i»,  vol.  ii.  p.  44%.     Lcud.  G.i.  N".  33*4, 
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Vice-admiral  Neyille,  having  troodcd  and  watered  with  all 
the  diligcQce  itnaginablei  failed  to  meet  rear-admiral  Mecze^ 
and,  then  bringing  away  the  homeward-bound  ihipa  from  Ja- 
maica^ refolved  to  proceed  to  the  Uavannah}  in  order  to  preJcrve 
the  galleons.  He  failed  in  the  beginning  of  JuIVf  and^  coming 
about  the  middle  of  that  month  on  the  coaft  of  Cuba^  the  fest^ 
men  became  exceflively  ficklyt  and  rear-admiral  Me;e2c  died  be* 
fore  they  reached  the  Havannah.  On  the  twenty-fecond  of  the 
fame  month  the  vice-admiral  arrived  before  that  port>  and  fetit  in 
advice  to  the  governor  of  his  want  of  water  and  other  refrcih- 
mentsv  The  governor  fent  him  axivil  mefTage,  but  refofed  to  ad- 
mit lus  {quadron,  and  did  not  even  fupply  his  necefllties,  or  at 
leaft  not  in  all  refpefb.  As  for  the  general  of  the  galleons,  when 
he  was  informed  that  the  vice-admiral  came  on  purpoie  to  con- 
vey thai  rich  fleet  bome,  which  was  the  principal  point  of  ki^g 
William's  inftru£lions>  far  from  beitig  fatisfied  with  thefe  un- 
ufual  ads  of  kindnefs  to  allies^  he  excufed  himfelf  from  putting 
his  fliips  under  our  protedUon,  fuppoilng^  or  at  lead  pretend- 
ings  his  orders  would  not  warrant  itw  The  true  reafbn^  however^ 
both  of  his  and  of  the  governor's  condu£b|  might  probably  be^ 
their  fear  of  having  the  place  of  the  greatest  confequencc  in  the 
Well  IndieSi  and  the  richell:  fleet  of  that  age»  for  there  were 
fifty  millions  on  board  the  galleonsi  taken  at  once^  fmce  both, 
had  beep  left  in  the  vice-admiral's  powerj  if  he  had  been  once 
admitted  into  the  haven  ^ 

This  kind  of  treatmcntj  after  the  pains  he  had  taken  to  ifavc 
the  galleonSf  and  to  ferve  the  crown  of  Spain  on  every  occa- 
fion^  broke  the  vice«>admirars  fpirits  very  much.  He  had  always 
counted  upon  efcorting  the  galleons^  and  believed  fo  acceptable 
a  fervicc  would  entirely  efface  the  n^emory  of  former  misfor- 
tunes |  but  being  difappointed  againy  and  re(le£^ing  on  the  little 
iervice  that  with  fo  ilreng  a  fquadron  he  had  been  able  to  do 
his  counrryi  it  threw  him  into  a  kind  of  heflic  fever,  which 
hung  upon  him  till  he  arrived  in  Virginia,  on  the  tweuty-fecond 
of  Auguft,  and  there  he  died^  as  much  of  grief  as  of  his  dif- 
temper^  to  the  great  regret  of  all  who  knew  him,  as  he  was  a 


f  Burchci^s  navnl  hiftorr,  p.  558.    Mercurc  bidoriquc  &  politique,  torn*  xxiii. 
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perfbn  of  courage,  prudence,  and  integrity ;  who  wanted  net 
cither  wtU  or  abilities  to  do  his  country  fervice,  though  his  for- 
tune feR  fhort  of  his  zieal  s. 

By  his  demife  the  command  of  the  fquadron  devolved  upon 
captain  Robert  Dilkes,  who,  from  Virginia,  arrived  fa'fely  in 
England  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  O£bober,  i<$97,  with  'the 
Whole  fquadron,  though  poorly  mamied,  and  the  (hips  many  of 
them  foul  and  rotten ;  fo  that,  notwithftanding  the  great  hopes 
that  had  been  entertained  of  our  doing  mighty  things,  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  all  came  le  sxvthing;  for,  befides  thi^  we  tnet 
with  other  difappointments  in  that  quarter  of  the  world,  <hat 
were  00  lefs  mortifying  than  thofe  we  have  mentioned  ^. 

The  Sieur  Pointis  thought  himfelf  fafe  when  he  arrived  off 
Newfoundland,  as  not  having  the  lead  knowledge  that  we  had 
a  ftout  fquadron  there,  under  the4:onvmand  of  the  late  Sir  John 
^then  captain)  Norris,  fo  that  he  made  no  difficulty  of  going  in- 
to the  bay  of  Conception,  and  of  lying  there  carelefsly  enough, 
though  we  had  a  force  fufficieat  at  St.  John's  tp  have  given  a 
good  account  of  him  and  bis  SpanKb  plunder.  It  was  on  the 
twenty-third  of  July  our  fquadron  had  advice,  that  five  French 
ihips  were  feen  in  Conception-bay,  and  they  immediately  con- 
cluded it  was  M.  Nefmbnd's  fquadron  come  to  attack  them  ; 
and  therefore,  inftead  of  going  to  look  for  the  enemy,  they 
wifely  confidered  how,  in  cale  they  fell  upon  St.  John's,  they 
ihould  be  beft  able  to  defend  themfdves,  and  bent  all  their  enr 
•deavours  that  way^. 

Captain  Norris  was  from  the  begmnlng  a  little  tufpicious  that 
this  was  not  the  outward-bound  French  fquadron,  and  therefore 
fent  the  Mary  galley,  a  clean  tight  ihip,  to  difcover  what  they 
were.  But  before  they  could  have  any  news  from  her,  he  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  one  Mr.  Alexander  Cumberbatch^  mafter 
of  a  (hip  taken  by  the  French  at  fea,  and  put  on  (bore  in  New- 
foundland, in  order  to  procure  frefli  provifions.  la  this  letter 
there  was  a  diftind  account  of  M.  Pointis^s  ftrengthf  and  of  his 

S  I  have  this  charaAer  from  fooie  who  koew  him  wrll,  tod  who  Terved  ood^ 
him  in  thU  very  expedition. 

h  Life  of  king  WiHiam,  p.  488.  The  prefent  (late  of  Europe  for  the  momh 
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Squadron's  having  on  board  tl|e  rjch  plunder  of  Canhag^a. 
Captain  Norris  was  raTifiied  with  f  his  epiftle^  callod  a  council  of 
ivar  immediatelyi  and  preiTed  that  no  facthorttmoinigbl  beloft^ 
^^  (hat  ^vitho^t  ttore  udo  thiqr  might  fail  ill  qnisft  of  the  ttie- 
0kY^  Other  p«>i4e«  bowe^v^r,  vefe  in  bo  fiich  haftci  ttey^euiiu 
cd  whether  CumberbBtch*!  letter  might  «ot  he  iatendtd  to  &t%W 
ihcm  out  of  their  ftrength,  and  thereby  eipofe  St*  Johtt'f,  uoA 
(be  whole  country^  to  the  Fceoch ;  and  the^sferty  after  a  long 
4ebate>  it  was  refolved  in  the  council  of  war  to  renuun  wker^ 
they  were»  sind  tp  eatpe^  the  French  in  ^lofe  qmrters,  without 
Tutmihg  tmneceiTary  hazards  K 

AixMt 


k  The  rcfleAtons  of  bi(bop  Bi^rnet  oq  this  bufin^fc,  are  verf  imII  woith  no* 
lice.'  *<  ComAiixiore  Korris%  Tquadron/.*  fa^i  be,  *'  might  have  fallen  upoa  the 
•<  Fitndi,  and  waM  probably  haire  inaAtred  them  9  but  as  they  had  no  cerrsht 
**  aoe^ttst  of  their  flrengib,  fo,  bctng  fctki  out  on  anvdier  ^tice,  they  did  ^t 
V  think  it  proper  to  hazard  the  aitacktog  them ;  fo  the  f  rench  goc  fsife  boqie, 
'*  an\d  the  Coodu^  of  our  afiaifs  at  Tea  was  ouich  ccDfared«"-— tn  Barchcc's 
Ibcmolrt,  p.  3)8.  atid  in  his  hiftory,  the  blame  is  tlirown  entircif  t>n  rbe 
land  oSeerSy  who  out*voted  the  (ea-oftcera  in  the  eoUoctl  of  var.— -*rhe  whole 
IS  ftraj^ly  iktmoied  over  ia  otfr  (iazette.  N^.  3tip|.  al  A  ^ing  AOC  fit  t»  b^ 
mentioofd.— - 

I  have  with  Tome  difjpcwlty  recovered  the  minotes  of  this  famooi  eoaBcU  of 
irar  ;  and  ^t  I  believe  a  lift  of  the  names  of  thofe  who  tat  in  it,  and  ihetr  votes, 
eanooc  bm  be  agreeable  to  the  reader,  I  (hall  tranfclibe  them. 

*  »  ■  • 

A  coitndl  of  war  at  8t«  John's^  J«ly  k^^  i$97>  et  ^»hicb  «tere  pttftm. 
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John  Qibfon    -    -     - 

No. 

Francis  Dove    •    *•    • 

Yea. 

Thomas  Dore  ,  -    -    - 

No. 

Robert  StapiUon    '     • 

Tea. 

Thomas  Handafyde 

No, 

Jaroe«  Littleton      • 

N^. 

Cliff.  Brexton     -     -    - 

No.* 

Chaitdi  Dei4>nr{jw 

Yci. 

Gri/r.  Miy    ♦    •    -    - 

No. 

Cooper  Waie    -    *    -* 

Y4a. 

Hugh  B«)yd    -    -    -    - 

No. 

John  Rolfinr .    -     •      • 

No. 

Y.  Smiih     -      -     -      . 

No. 

James  Mighelts     •     • 

Yea. 

Kob.  DaaycH      .     .      - 

No'. 

I'homas  Day    -     -     - 

Yea. 

h.  Petit. 

No. 

Johil  Crarrby     *     •     * 

Yet, 

George  Wlikfais    -     • 

No. 

John  Prake    •.     ••     * 

No. 

Jof.  llargrave    .    #     - 

No» 

Nicbobs  TtcvaMnjoa    • 

Vo. 

......^ 

John  N  rtis     -     -     - 

Yea. 

^kvea.    NoUail 

>          * 

'4'hoaiaa  Smith     «      • 

No. 

Thirteen.     Yea*«  8.     Na*a  s» 
This  whole  btifinefs  was,  in  an  enAiing  ftAian  of  parVament,  examined  ia  flie 
hcif/e  of  lords ;  when,  tipoo  a  full  view  of  the  evidence,  their  iordflitps  caoie 
:c  the  foil  wing  rc(ola*ioi)S  : 
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*  I 

About  1100D9  on  tht  tivenry^fixtbi  th« jr  recovod  advice,  that 
Ihe  five  Frencli  (bipa  wero  fern  the  night  beibre  at  anchor  a  Ik* 
Uc  caftwaiHl  of  S«U«-ifle9  by  Portugal  Cote,  and  the  next  dayt 
upoa  a  m^fliicf  from  colond  GiMon^  there  waa  anobhier  cqnfulr 
^tion,  Whore  tl>w  iotelligence  was  read ;  but  it  vaa  roTolved  t9» 
keixiaip  titf  the  two  captains  arrived»  wiu>  were  fent  to  nake  ai 
^ifcoirery;  Soom  after,  one  of  them  oame  with  iweoty^one 
FrenchiMn,  that  be  had  taken  in  a  boat  at  Carboniere,  who 
laid,  they  were  (ent  by  M.  Pointia  to  prociire  frelh  provlfiot^. 
The  plher  captain  returned  alfp  from  Portugal  Cove,  who  (aw 
the  French  (bipa  at  a0chbr^  one  of  them  of  three  dech%  two 
from  fixty  to  fcventy  guns,  and  two  more  of  above  fifty.  Tbo 
council  adjoiirae^  till  the  next  morningi  aud  then  calling  the 
(urifoncrf  before  themi  they  related  all  they  knew,  fearing  tha( 
l(>therwifc  they  Qiould  be  very  Ul  treated.  They  faid  the  iqua^ 
4ron  hid  not  been  at  any  other  port  fince  they  left  ihe  Weft 
tndsesi  and  that  hearing  of  an  EmgUik  A|nadiw  in  thofe  parts, 
they  had  appointed  PiacentiaA  in  Newfoundland*  f^v  the  plac^ 
of  rendezvous  •,  but,  through  the  ha^inefi  of  the  weather^  were 
obliged  to  drop  anchor  in  Con(eption<^bay. 

But  notwithftanding  all  thi«  and  other  corroborative  evidence, 
to  prove  that  this  wa&  in  reality  M.  Pointis^s  fquadron,  the  cooq-» 
dl  of  war  (Uil  over-ruled  captain  Norrisi  who  was  eager  for 
fighttikg,  and  obliged  him  to  remain  in  the  harbour  of  St.  John*s, 
Which  they  fortified  with  fuch  induftry,  that  when  Mr.  Nefmond 
nrrivedi  which  w^  about  two  and  thirty  days  after  the  other 
JTquadron  had  been  firfl  feen,  the  place  was  in  fo  good  a  ftate 
bif  defence^  that  though  the  French  fquadron  confided  of  fix* 
teen  fail,  of  which  ten  were  of  the  line  of  battle,  yet  they  were 
io  well  iatisfied  with  the  fight  of  the  preparations  made  for  their 
reception;  that  they  thought  proper  to  retire  without  fo  much  as 


k.  Tt  II  rcfolwd  bf  the  kitdt  fpiritnai  iird  temponl  in  parliamcot  udemblei^ 
thsC  the  fquadron  commanded  by  ctp'min  NorHii,  at  St.  John's  in  Newfoundland, 
not  going  out  to  fight  Pointtt,  upon  ihe  fertn\  inteHigcnoe  given,  wai  a  very 
liigh  miftarriage,  to  the  great  dtflcrvice  of  the  king  and  Icingdom* 

».  It  if  refolved,  that  the  joining  the  laod-officeri  in  the  ooancil  of  war,  on 
the  »4ih  of  Jnhf,  iSpr*  wai  one  ocetfion  of  the  mifCarriigc  in  not  fighting 
Poiotif. 
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firing  a  gun,  and  thereby  left  all  Newfouodland  in  our  poflcf^ 
fion^  ivhich  was  confirmed  by  the  enfuing  peace  K 
.  M.  Pointisi  however,  though  he  got  fo  happily  dear  of  chis 
affair,  met  with  another,  which  gave  him  a  good  deal  more 
troaUe ;  far,  on  the  foorteenth  of  Auguft  1697,  he  feU  in  with 
a  fquadroA  commanded  by  captain  Harlow,  wbon  be  boidlf 
engaged  about  three  in  the  afternoon.  After  a  brifk  difpote  of 
two^  hom^,  the  French  made  a  fignal  far  tacking,  when  one  oi 
tbek  fliips,  being  difabled,  efcaped  with  mach  difficnlty,  and 
put  the  reft  into  fbme  confufioir.  They  bore  away  as  faft  as 
poflible,  and  by  ten  at  night  the  Englifli  f^uadron  loft  fight  of^ 
(hem.  The  fifteenth^  being  a  clear  day,  the  enemy  was  dit 
toveted  by  four  in  the  moftiing^  at  the  diftance  of  four  leagues; 
upon  which  captain  Harlow  continued  the  chace  till  evening, 
but  with  very  little  advantage,  o«r  fhips  being  fonler  than  theirs, 
though  they  were  returned  from  fa  long  a  voyage.  The  next 
day  they  got  clear  away,  and  the  day  ft>Uowing  entered  the  har- 
bour of  Breft,  having  its  happily  and  as  ftrangely  elcaped  varie- 
ty of  dangers,  a»  any  fquachron  that  ever  went  ta  fea*". 

It  is  not  eafy  to  account  for  M.  Pointis's  bearing  down  upoit 
captain  Harlow^'s  fqnadron ;  nor  can  one  readily  apprehend,  how 
the  Englifh  (hipr,  jvA  come  out  of  port,  came  to  fin?  fo  much 
worfe  than  the  French.  Some  myftery  there  was  in  this,  which 
was  never  revealed  to  the  public,  though,  in  all  probri>iIit7, 
fomething.  might  he  difcovered  to  the  lords  of  the  admiralty, 
which  it  was  not  proper  flionld  come  abroad  ■•    Thus  we  have 

1  Burchet^s  mcmorrr,  p.  381.  Prefent  flate  of  Karope  for  OAober  1597. 
Life  of  k\pg  William,  p.  4^8.     Htftory  of  the  h(k  war. 

•  1°  M.  Poincif  confcrr«s  thic  i^  b>f  m«nioitf.  A  Dvtcb  Gasettcer  Afs  plO' 
fantly,  III -luck  put  on  leaden  boots  to  purfue  him.  See  captaia  Harlow*s  ow» 
account,  in  the  London  Gazette,  N°.  3317. 

Q  I  ground  what  I  advance  in  the  text  on  the  following  adverrifemcnt,  which 
appeared  6rft«  Thurfday,  September  13.  1697,  London  Gaaette^  N^.  ^jtf. 
.  **  Admiraltyoffice,  Sepumber  a 3,  Whereas  the  right  honoorablc  die  l9r4r> 
**  isoromiffionen  of  the  admiralty  did  receive  a  fetter  by  tho  poAi  figned  A.  B% 
<<  which  contains  revcral  thing*  relating  to  the  late  a^Kon  of  captaio  Harlow : 
«*  thefe  are  to  give  notice,  that  if  the  perfon  who  writ  the  fatd  kctcr  will  appir 
<*  himfelf  to  one  of  the  fecretarics  cf  the  admiralty,  his  aame  (hall  not  be  made 
J*  known,  without  his  own  canfciu,  aod  be  (ball  likewlfc  be  rewarded,  sAd  piw» 
**  fcrrcd  by  their  lotdfhipt. 

'*  William  Bhidcemaii.'* 

V  run 
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ttm  through  the  faiftory  of  what  paflcd  in  the  Weft  Indies  du- 
ring this  war,  and  are  now  retarned  to  the  na?al  tranraQions  in 
Eorope,  in  the  year  1697,  where  we  ihall  find  not  many  ex* 
traordinary  anions  to  detain  us* 

His  majefty  going  iq  the  fpring  of  the  year  to  Holland,  ho 
was  pleafed  to  declare  Edward  Rui!e]»  Efq;  *  then  at  the  head* 
of  the  admiralty,  one  of  the  lords-jo  dices  in  his  ahfence  j  and 
fbon  after  it  was  Icnown,  that  his  majefty  had  created  him  baron 
or  Shingey,  vifcount  Barfleur,  and  earl  of  Orfbrd^.  Thefe 
honours  feemed  not  only  fit  but  ncceflary,  fince  his  lordfliip,  as 
biibop  Burnet  well  obferves,  had  the  whole  authority  of  high- 
admiral,  though  not  the  title  ^i.  His  prefence,  therefore,,  being 
reqitifite  at  the  board.  Sir  George  Rooke  was  declared  admiral 
of  the  fleet,  and  afkaally  went  down,  in  the  beginning  of  Jane, 
to  Portfmoath,  in  order  to  take  upon  him  the  command  of  it'. 
On  his  arrival,  however,  he  found  things  but  in  a  very  indiffe- 
rent condition :  for  though  the  (hips  made  a  handfome  figure 
enough  in  the  lift  at  the  admiralty,  yet  they  were  in  faft  not 
half  manned,  and  worfe  viQualled ;  fo  that  if  a  Dutch  fqua- 
dron  had  not  happily  joined  them,  it  is  on  all  hands  agreed, 
they  could  not  have  put  to  fea.  But  by  the  latter  end  of  the 
month,  his  force  beiog  augmented  by  two  fquadrons,  which 
had  been  under  the  command  of  vice-admiral  Mitchel,  and  rear- 
admiral  Benbow,  the  admiral  found  his  ftrength  increafcd  to 
forty*four  (ail  of  the  line,  and  therefore  he  put  to  fea  for  fome 
time,  but  was  obliged  to  return  fboner  than  he  intended,  for 
want  of  provifions  *. 

In  the  month  of  September  he  detached  vice-admiral  Mitchel 
with  a  fquadron,  to  meet  and  fuftain  vice-admiral  Neville,  who 
was  expelled  home  with  the  galleons  from  the  Weft  Indies ; 
but  before  he  reached  the  cape  of  St.  Vincent,  he  had  notice  of 
the  return  of  that  fquadron,  and  did  not  therefore  think  proper 

i 

o  Kennet*s  biftory  of  EngUnd,   vol.  iii.   p.  734.    Poioter*s  chronological 
hiftorian,  vol.  ii.  p.  440.     London  Gazette,  N"^.  ^xH^.  P  Prcfcnt  ftate  of  1 

Europe  fir  the  month  of  April  1^95.     London  Gazette,  N^.  3x8;.  <1  Hif* 

lory  of  fait  own  timet,  vol.  ii.  p.  195.  ^  Burchet'i  nivll  hiftory,  p.  $64* 

Londoo  Gtzette,  N®.  3»88.  JMercnrc  hiflorique  &  poliiiqac,  tnmc  xxii.  p.  653* 
»  Burchee'i  memoiri,  p.  389,  39c.  Lnmlon  Gz.rte,  N°.  3191,  329a,  3304, 
3308.     Mcrcure  hidotique  &,  pi»ii(iquc,  torn,  xxiii.  p.  191. 

to 
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lo  continue  znf  longer  at  iea;  He  wm  vktrikvds  ordcre j  onl 
again  in  Oiteiber,  When  he  pcfiornaed  nothing  ^ortkj  of  re* 
finarky  cxcqit  the  bringing  ia  fi/teeu  Dutch  £aft  ledia  flups; 
which  had  loft  rtioft  of  their  anebdn  %ni  aJbknf  and  m^ 
othcu'wife  have  been  in  great  dan^^r  of  p^niliing  theq»{elT«$^ 
Soon  after  h^  received  the  king's  orderf»  to  bring  over  tiieCsar 
from  Holland,  Which  he  did;  that  monarch  arriving  m  £ng|fn4 
cm  the  eleventh  of  January  foUowingi  and  was  fo  acceptiWi?  ta 
that  great  prifteC)  that,  with  the  king's  learci  he  attmdiiKl  him 
during  the  whole  time  he  ftaid  in  £i^land»  and  had  the  honoor 
alfo  to  eommand  the  fquadron  whiqh  elcorced  him  on  his  fecttrn 
to  Holland,  in  his  waj  back  to  his  own  dotniaions*  Hia  be^ 
haviour  toward  that  great  and  glorious  prince^  was  ftidi  a^ 
gave  him  entire  fatisEaiAionf  fo  that  be  retained  a  gratefal  re« 
jnembrance  of  it  manjr  years  after,  wbeh  he  cadoe  a  fecond  tkne 
into  Holland,  and  ezpreffed  it  by  taking  notice  of  many  points 
in  naval  difcipline,  in  which  he  was  ihftra£lcd  hy  admirsl  Mit-. 
chel". 

-  Rear-admiral  Benbow  failed  ft-om  Spithead  on  the  eleircntk  of 
April  1 6;^7,  with  a  fquadron  conilfting  of  (even  thivd--rat«s  and 
two  fire<.(hips  ^,  and  inftrudiohs  to  proteA  the  trade  of  tUd 
nation  in  every  in  (lance  ih  his  power,  and  to  annoy  the  enemy: 
With  this  view,  he  was  ftationed  from  ten  to  fourfcore  leagoe^ 

t  Burchet's  naval  hldory,  p.  56s,  $66.     London  Oiictt^,  N**.  333i»  Jjjtf. 
u  Kecoefs  hiOory.  nf  fingSaod,  vaL  tii.  p*  f  }j>.     Londoo  Oai!ette,'N<>.  }3S7. 
Oldmtxon*£  hUlory  of  the  Stu«ru,  vti.  ii.  p.  167,    Life  of  Peter  tk*  Qrtatl 

p,  394- 

^  London  Gazette,  N^.  $279.  Mr.  BtircheC  fiys,  April  loth,  but  I  prefer 
llie  author  of  the  Gazette,  in  wliich  t  find  an  article  that  delerirea  a  |»W^ 
hcrCf  and  therefore  I  (ball  iranfciibe  it.  *<  ]9e«caAle,  April  toth.  Teftat^daf 
**  thorninjt  came  to  rnr  bar  ei^hc.  colliers  from  London  \  one  of  tbcm  bciong* 
<*  iiig  to  this  town,  Charles  Newton  nafler,  laden  with  merchants  goods,  and 
**  carrying  twelve  gnni,  wa$.  In  her  voyagit  here,  attaclced  by  a  French  priva* 
'*  tecr  of  fourteen  nuns  and  foot  patteraroei;  captkin  Newtoti  Aiade  a  vigorous 
'*  deferce)  aud  another  of  the  merchant  Ihlpt  coming  to  his  alCftaflce«  thcf 
*^  boarded  the  fiiid  privateer,  took  her|  and  hate  brought  her  into  this  harboor : 
'^  of  the  Fiench,  twenty.thrre  were  killed  in  the  fight,  and  the  fcflj  (tstty-fix 
*^  in  niintberr  arc  brought  afbore,  fetctal  of  which  are  woonded*  andtiMCap* 
'*  tain  fo  diingeroudy,  that  it  is  thought  he  will  hardly  recover.  There  was 
**  another  privaresr  ih  his  company^  who,  feeing  his  companion  come  otf*  ib  ill, 
««  ftll  ^{Icrn,  and  ftood  off  to  fea," 

from 
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Irm  ScilljTi  bnt  wis  ible  to  perfetia  zxything  reibarkable  dursag 
the  beft  |»it  of  the  month  of  Mqr  1  though  he  was  joined  bj 
fire  IbiM  of  ir%r  wb^tt^  wtd  therefore  he  returned  to  Su  Helcti'a 
fiboot  the  twenty-firft  of  that  month,  from  whence  he  failed 
Pf  ain  im  A»  twetitf-lQiuthi  with  four  third  rfttea  and  two  fire« 
^pSi  for  his  fbnfcier  f^on  1  and,  after  baying  feen  two  £aft 
India  (hips  prettj  far  out  to  fea»  he  received  fuch  intelligence  a« 
$0  our  faq^ieward«J)piind  Jamaica  fliipsi  aa  induced  him  to  repidr 
to  Plyitioofbi  in  doing  wha^i  he  bad  the  good  fortune  to  join 
the  Virginb  mid  Weft  India  fleets,  and  their  particul^  convojS^ 
off  thelixard ;  and^  loon  after  meeting  Tice«-admiral  Mitdieloff 
the  Start,  he  was  by  him  direfted  to  repair  to  Plymouth  with  the 
SDdrcbant^Aipi^  where  Ive  received  orders  from  Sir  Goorgc  Roolo 
to  repair  to  the  fleet  then  paffing  weftward,  and  to  take  care  for 
fending  eaftward  a  convoy  with  the  trade* 

But  theft  orders  were  contradi£led  by  others  from  the  lords 
of  the  admiralty,  dated  the  tenth  of  July,,  and  he,  in  obedience 
to  them,  proceeded  to  the  fquadron  before  Dunkirk,  which  cap^ 
(ain  Beamnont  had  commanded  a  confiderable  time  heforei  con« 
fifting  of  fix  thifd  rates,  bcfldes  the  Newark,  two  fourth,  one 
fifth,  ami  two  fire^fliip^  ;  bat  three  of  thofe  third  rates  were  or«* 
dered  away  to  the  Downs  by  the  londs  of  the  admiraby  ^» 

The  rear<ulmiral,  as  foen  aa  he  arrived  with  his  fquadcon, 
went  in  peribn  with  his  boat  before  the  pier-heads  of  Dilnkark, 
^here,  though  he  difcovered  not  one  veflel  in  the  road,  yet  he 
faw  fifteen  or  Qxteen  fall  of  great  fliips  within,  one  of  which 
bore  a  flag*  With  captain  Beaumont  he  found  two  orders  from 
the  }ords  pf  the  admiralty,  the  firft  direfiing  him  to  purfueand 
bum  du  Bart^  fliips  where-eyer  heeould  find  them,  except  un« 
dtr  the  proteQion  of  the  forts  in  Norway  or  Sweden  ( the  other, 
to  obey  any  orders  he  might  receive  from  his  majefty,  who  was 
then  in  Hollands  On  the  thirtieth  of  July  rear-admiral  Vanden- 
goes  joined  hiih  with  eleven  Dutch  ihips,  and  it  was  propofed, 
that  one  of  the  ^uadrons  (hould  ly  ib,  as  that  Dunkirk  might 
be  fouth  of  them,  and  the  other  in  or  near  Oftend  road  5  that, 
it  du  Bart  (hould  attempt  to  pafs  out  either  at  the  north  or  eaft 
channel,  they  might  the  better  difcbvcr  him  :  but  no  other  an- 

^  Borchet's  navil  hiftoiy,  p.  5^9,  570.     London  Gizette,  Js^,  3*79,  3308. 
M«rcarc  hiftdriqnc  et  puliiiquc,  tunc  xwK.  p.  xoz* 

iwcr 
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fwer  was  made  by  the  Dutch  flag,  than  his  (hips  were  feul^  and 
not  in  a  condition  tb  parfue  him. 

The  French  ihips' at  Dunkirk  were  ia  all  eleven,  from  fifty  to 
twenty-fix  guns ;  and  about  the  beginning-  of  Augafi  they  were 
mU,  except  M.  du  Bart's  own  (hip,  hawldd  into  the  bafon  to 
clean,  fo  that  it  was  judged  they  were  niaking  ready  to  eome 
Mt  tbe  next  fpring-tide.  But  ilnce  dur*  ihips,  as'wellas  the 
Dutch,  were  all  foul,  little  fervice  could  be  expeAed  from  thdr 
chacing,  and  it  was  almoft  next  to  animpoflibiGty  to  Mock  itp 
clean  (hips  at  Dunkirk  with  foul  ones.  The  rear-admiral,  there- 
fore, propofed,  that  four  of  his  bedb  faiiers  might  be  ordered  to 
Sheemefs  to  clean,  and  chat  the  others  might'come  to  the  Downs 
not  only  to  take  in  water,  which  they  very  much  wanted,  but 
to  heel  and  fcrub ;  and  this  he  judged  might  be  done  before  the 
approaching  fpring  could  afibrd  the  French  an  opportunity  of 
getting  over  the  bar  i^.  But  at  this  time  it  was  not  thought  ad- 
▼ifable,  though  afterwards  he  received  orders  to  do  it ;  fo  that 
for  the  prefent  he  only  fent  the  ihips  from  time  to  time  to  the 
Dpwns  to  water,  as  they  xould  beik  be  fpared.  It  is  evident 
enough  from  this  large  account  of  the  matter,  that  our  diiap- 
pointments  were  frequently  owing  to  the  want  of  proper  orders, 
and  the  not  paying  a  due  attention  to  fucfa  pkces  of  advice  as  the 
commanders  of  fquadrons  tliought  tbcmfelTes  in  duty  obliged  to 
ofien  On  the  twenty -third  *of  Auguft  du  Bart  left  Dunkirk  with 
five  fail,  having  the  prince  of  Conti  on  boards  whom  the  French 
attempted  .to  make  king  of  Poland  '.  The  rear-admiral  purfued 
him,  but  to  no  manner  of  purpofe ;  and,  before  he  returned  to 
his  ilation,  eight  other  ihips  were  gone,  which  he  purfued  like- 
wife,  but  with  thd  fame  want  of  fucceis:.  and  this  was  the  bSk 
^SLiou  of  the  war  ^  for,,  on  the  tenth  of  September  following  \ 
peace  was  concluded  between  England^  Spain,  and  Holland,  on 
the  one  fide,  and  the  crov^n. of  France,,  on  the  other,  at  RyfwicL, 
by  which  the  French  king  acknowledged  king  WilUam's  title, 
and,  as  the  Freucli  iiifiorians  fay  *>,  gave  up  more  towns  than 

y  BflrchetV*  naval  hiflurf,  p.  57I.  ^  London  Gazette,  N®.  SBU>.    Mar* 

cure  biftorique  et  poluiqus,  iQtnc  x^iii.  p.  28:^,  ^Sj.   Burnetii  hiftorr  cf  his  own 
Times,  YoL  IK  p.  19S.  '  Corps  univerrd  diplomadqae  do  droit  des  gens, 

tQme  vii.  partie  if.  p.  399.  b  Qoincy  hiftolre  miiiuire  de  Louts  XLV. 

fotnc  ilL  p.  41  A.     Lanry,  foiic  ii.  p.  337.     himkn,  tome  ii.  and  other  writers. 
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\hit  confeckrates  cbulJ  ha^  taken  in  twenty  ye^rs ;  but  this  was 
tiot  from  any  principle  feithcr  df  juftice  or  m6deinition>  Wt  witE 
Views  of  qtiite  Another  foit,  as  was  fotefeen  then,  tmd  la  the 
Ipace  of  a  few  years  folly  appeared  \ 

We  hare  now  brought  this  long  war  to  a  concldfionj  and  it 
is  but  juft  thai  we  Ihould  offer  the  reader  fome  refledions  on  the 
confeqtsences  of  it  to  the  haval^wer  and  commerce  of  England. 
Firft  then,  with  rcfpeft  to  our  navy,  we  have  fcen  that  the  war 
opened  with  a  very  bad  profpedl ;  for  though  We  had  An  excel- 
lent fleet,  a  vaft  number  of  able  feamen,  andjierhtps  as  good 
officers  as  any  in  the  world,  yet  the  French  got  earliei:  to  fea 
than  we  did,  appeared  with  a  greater  force^  and  managed  it 
better,  though  we  afled  then  in  conjunAton  with  Holland,  and, 
according  to  the  general  rule  of  political  reafoning^  ought  to 
have  had  it  ih  our  poWer  tb  have  driven  the  French  out  of  the 
fea. 

All  this  proceeded  from  the  fadden  change  in  out*  government^ 
Ivhich  perhaps  left  many  of  our  officers  difaffeded,  and  many 
more  without  having  any  proper  degree  of  credit  at  court.  Want 
)3f  confidence  between  the  adminifbration  and  the  commanders  of 
bur  fleets  is  always  dcflriifliVe  to  our  maritime  power,  and  there- 
fore, inftead  of  wondering  that  things  went  on  fo  ill  in  the  three 
firft  years  of  the  War,  we  may  with  more  juftice  be  furprized, 
that  they  went  no  worfe.  Our  party  diViGons  not  only  enervated 
cur  own  ftrength^  but  created  fuch  jealouGes  between  us  and  the 
I)utch  as  blafted  the  fruits  that  muft  have  been  otherwife  pro* 
diiced  by  this  clofe  and  fortunate  union  of  the  maritime  powers. 
Of  this  we  have  the  fulleft  proof  in  the  cafe  of  the  earl  of  Tof«* 
rington^  whom  even  the  enemies  of  the  government  made  it  a 
point  to  fupport,  becaufe  they  knew  that  j^referving  him  muft 
give  diftafte  to  pur  allies,  and  who  on  the  other  hand  Was  pro- 
iecuted  by  many  who  believed  him  innocent'. 

But 

c  kennet*»  fciftoiy  oiF  England,  vf>!.  iii.  p.  730.  Bornrt*i  hirtoly  of  Mi  own 
times,  ▼(•!.  ii.  p.  »oi,  ro&.  Life  of  king  Willuoi,  p.  48»*  The  prefcnt  Aaie  of 
Xarope  for  idp7»  p.  35^- 

d  'the  reader  will  caf^ly  aifcern  the  frrce  of  this  argqment,  if  he  confideri  rhe 
jiiare  the  earl  of  Torrioglon  bad  In  the  revoiuilon,  and  the  warmth  with  which, 
on  hU  proieciiion,  he  was  fupported  by  thofe  who  were  Icaft  pleafed  with  that 
cveoc.    This  Ihews  the  cffcOs  of  parry  fpirit  opou  national  affairs;  foi*  though  {( 

Vot.  II.  3  P  ™»«*^« 
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But  when  once  the  government  was  thoroughly  lettledj  and 
we  aAed  cordially  in  conjunfiion  with  the  dates,  it  ibon  became 
evident,  that  we  were  much  more  than  a  match  for  France  at 
fea.  Our  misfortunes  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  created  in- 
quiries and  cenfures,  which  were,  and  always  will  be,  followed 
with  viAories  ^  for,  when  officers  find  themfelves  in  danger  for 
a£ling  ill,  they  will  endeavour  to  efcape  it  by  doing  well ;  where- 
as, if  they  once  find  that  they  may  prefer  private  profit  to  that 
duty  which  they  owe  the  public,  with  impunity,  they  will  not 
fail  to  run  into  that  broad  road.  This  accounts  for  our  fiicceis 
in  the  middle  of  the  war,  and  the  declenfion  of  it  afterwards, 
when  the  board  of  admiralty  began  to  feel  its  own  ftrength,  and 
the  management  of  naval  affairs  was  reduced  to  a  court-fyftcns, 
by  which  fuch  men  were  fure  of  proteftion,  as  could  be  depended 
on  in  other  refpeAs  than  their  commands  in  the  fleets 

But  notwithftanding  thefe  and  fome  other  mifcarriages,  no  le& 
prejudicial  to  the  intereft  of  the  nation,  yet,  on  the  whole,  the 
French  fufFered  much  more  in  their  maritime  power  than  we,  as 
Mr.  Burchet  has  fhewn'  us;  and  confequcntly,  if  we  confider 
the  fituation  of  both  nations,  the  eafe  with  which  it  was  in  oar 
power  to  repair  our  lofies,  and  the  almoft  infuperable  (difficulties 
the  French  had  to  ftruggle  with  in  this  refpefb,  we  muft  conclude, 
that  not  only  they  but  the  whole  world  had  full  evidence,  from 
thence,  of  their  being  no  way  able  to  ftruggle  againft  the  Dutch 
and  us  in  a  maritime  war.    To  make  this  ftill  more  apparentj 

might  be  right  in  them  to  efpoufe  the  earl  of  Torrington,  who  probably  aAed 
according  to  the  beft  of  his  jodgmrnc,  yec  they  did  ft  appareotlf  frmn  vtod^ 
modvet,  and  with  no  better  intention,  than  to  mortify  and  dtftrefs  the  conru 

c  It  nay  poiCbly  be  thought,  -that  I  differ  in  my  (entiments  here  frooi  wh&t 
I  have  {aid  clfewherc  as  to  inqniries,  and  therefore  I  take  this  opportnoicy  of 
faying,  that  I  would  be  undcrflood  fo  as  to  diftlngoifii  between  proper  inqairiei 
and  peeviih  inquiries.  I  ull  proper  inquiries  fnch  as  i)egin  with  things  and  end 
wiib  men,  and  I  take  fnch  to  l>e  pecvifli  at  prefame  things  to  be  wrong,  liccaok 
.they  were  done  by  this  or  that  fet  of  men.  In  ibis  rctgn  we  had  frequent  cjnm* 
pies  of  both  :  inquiries  were  fet  on  foot  in  parliament,  and,  when  tliey  did  boc 
aofwer  the  intentions  of  a  party,  they  were  dropped.  This  certainly  was  very 
Jcandalous.  On  the  other  hand,  commodore  Wil mot's  difgraeefol  ezpedkiorf 
and  fevcrai  others  of  the  fame  i^ind,  were  pafled  over  without  any  ferioas  inqutiy 
at  all*  This,  undoubtedly,  was  very  fufpiclous  dealing  in  the  admiralty,  who 
ought  to  have  vindicated  their  own  upHghtnefs  by  jnftifying  thccharadert  of 
fuch  as  they  employed,  wb^ch  appears  to  be  the  judgment  of  bifbop  Burnet  him* 
ielf,  who,  though  he  loved  the  miniders,  yet  conid  not  help  fedog  their  faults. 

I  muft 
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I  oiuft  obfervci  that  king  William,  in  his  fpeech  to  bdth  houses 
of  parliament  at  the  conclufion  of  the  war,  afierted  our  naval 
force  to  be  near  double  what  it  was  at  his  acceffion^  {  whereas 
I  do  not  find  in  any  of  the  French  hiftorians,  that  they  attempted 
to  build  new  (hips  during  the  progrefs  of  the  war,  or  to  do  any 
thing  more  than  finiAi  fuch  as  were  then  upon  the.ftocks,  pur* 
chafing,  as  occafion  required|  large  merchantmen,  which  they 
converted  into  frigates. 

In  this  light,  therefore,  we  were  gainers  by  the  war,  of  which* 
the  French  feemed  to  be  very  feniible,  lince  they  avoided  all 
general  engagements  * ;  and,  in  particular  a£tions  between  ^all 
iquadrons  or  (ingle  (hips,  the  ftri&neis  of  their  difcipline  gave 
them  great  advantages,  fince  their  vciTels,  generally  fpeaking, 
were  much  cleaner  than  ours,  and  confequently  were  able  to 
leave  us  whenever  they  found  themfelves  too  hard  prcfTed,  of 
which  fevlBfal  inftances  have  been  given  in- the  foregoing  (beets. 
At  the  fame  time,  however,  it  muft  be  confefTed,  that  the  French 
fleets,  generally  fpeaking,  behaved  very  well  at  fea^  and  that  we 
fuffered  confiderabiy  even  in  thofe  actions  where  we  were  viAo** 
rions,  as  well  as  where  ou^  ihips  were  taken'by  furprize|  or 
beaten  as  convoys,  by  a  fuperior  force  \ 

But, 

f  See  his  majefty*!  fpeecYi,  Dec.  3,  itfpTi  in  Chandler'i  parnamentary  de- 
bates. Upon  careftilly  comparing  the  U(U  of  the  royal  navy,  thti  tery  clearly 
ippearf. 

S  Aoeoont  of  the  loft  roAaincd  by  the  French  in  their  navy,  dnriog  the  war, 
frooi  the  year  itfSB  to  1^97  : 
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h  The  lofi  faftained  by  the  Englifli  in  iheif'navy,  daring  the  war,  iFrom  the 
y«ar  1688  Co  1697  : 

3  P  »  Nt 


|«4  MAV4LHIS.  TORT 

Biit»  irith  refpe^  to  our  tradcj  ic  is  ceit^im,  that  wt  fuffb9e4 
iBfinilely  more,  not  qnly  than  the  F^'cnf b,  (for  ths^t  moft  hare 
lieen  e^pe^M)»  but  than  ever  we  did  in  any  foriner  war^  where 
tbeiQ  wa9  a  nearer  halafice  fafetween  our  trade  and  that  of  the 
piem;.  Thi$  pcoc^d^d  iq  a  great  meafuri:  from  tlie  yigilaace 
^  the  French»  wfaot  a9  ve  baye  s^lready  (hewnj  made  it  their 
choice^  naj,  their  great  mopi^rch  made  \t  his  glory^  to  carry  od 
the  war  in  a  piratical  way,^  on  purpqfe  to  diftrcf^  por  merchants^ 
and  ekcite  a  loufl  clamour  here  for  a  peace.  Another  reaiba 
why  our  commerce  fuffered  fq  much*  was  that  Spirit  of  aTartee 
which  prevailf!d»  and  which  ^gaged  many  merchants  to  attempt 
making  ^  fudden  fortqne  by  fufiering  their  ibips  to  fan,  ini^ead 
of  waiting  for  a  cqnvoy.^  It  cannot  indeed  be  denied^  that  a  third 
principal  caufe  of  pur  mifcarriagcs  was  the  want  pf  proper  atten* 
tion  at  the  board  of  admiralcyi  wl^ere  o^cerf  were  generaU  j 
begird  with  top  much,  and  merchants  with  too  littk  fafoiir.  To 
this  we  Qf^ay  ^^d  that  fpirit  of  rapine  and  cormpcioo^  which  pre^o. 
iralled  among  th<:  fea-officer^  at  this  time,  and  which  too  often 
in({oce4  them  tQ  fOinCder  their  commiflions  rather  as  powers 
given  them  to  provide  for  themfelves  and  tlieir  families,  thaa  a^ 
frufls  received  fqr  thq  benefit  af  the  public. 

We  mu(l  not  forget,  in  this  enumeration  of  the  caufes  of  our 
lofTes  in  this  i:cfpe£l|  the  ill  condu£):  of  oqr  governors  abroad, 
who  yfcxe  lilcewife  totally  employed  in  s^maffing  fortunes,  while 
the  (IriflnQfs  of  the  ^repch  difcipUne  obliged  fuch  as  had  the 
care  of  their  plantations  to  pay  a  proper  regard  to  the  public  fer- 
yice,  to  which  alone  was  owing  their  preferying  their  fettlement^ 
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The  namber  of  gnns  on  board  the  French  Ibips,  wh«ch  were  eitber  taken  or 
i»urnt.  more  th»p  in  the  EngMlb^  >»cre  iijz,  and  mofl  of  tliem  much  foperior  in 
jhcir  weight  of  mstil, 

"     '   '      •     at 
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fit  St.  DomfqgOy  fro^n  whence  they  nHgbt  h^vc  bcennhiTenwitb 
the  gfcatcft  tzk  hj  the  £agli(b  and  ^poDiturdty  and  jct  were 
fofl^ved  to  retain  their  po^effioas,  though  both  nations  wcro 
pOntiauaUy  diftre^ed  by  their  invafiont  |  andt  in  refpeQ  to  thiS| 
it  is  no  kfi  efidbUt  that  the  Spaniaids  were  not  fo  qiiich  to 
Uame  as  we  K  Bnti  after  ail,  the  principal  foarcc  of  tbefe  miS^ 
chiefii  waa  the  neceffity  both  the  Dotcb  and  wc  w^re  under  of 
fitting  ottt  fuck  great  fleets  every  year,  whereby  m  our  Ceamen 
were  in  a  naooer  employed  in  the  public  feryicej  fo  tb>it,  on  Che 
one  band,  the  met^ants  were  forced  to  fend  their  (hips  to  fea 
woffe  manned  than  formerly,  and,  on  the  otlier,  our  girand- 
fleet  and  annual  f^uadrons  required  f(>  many  fliips,  that  it  waa 
ifUpoffihle  to  furnifli  the  neceflary  conyoys  for  the  fecurity  of  our 
trade;  At  lea(l  this  was  pretended,  and  the  very  preteneCi  pes* 
haps,  was  another  canfe  of  our  loQcs.  ThiSf  boweveri  is-  out 
of  doilbti  that»  taking  all  together,  our  traQc  foffered  eaceffivdy, 
our  iperchanta  were  many  of  them  rqined}  and  though  inquiries 
intQ  the  mifmanagcments,  which  heightefied  thefe  misfortunes, 
i^ere  not  profecuted  with  that  rigour  they  might  have  been,  yet 
inch  diicoveries  were  made  as  prod«|ced  an  abfoluce  diftnift  of, 
and  diftafte  againft  fuch  as  had  the  direAion  of  naval  afiairs,  a 
loud  clamour  agaiqft  f l^e  war|  fnd  an  UDiverfal  defire  of  peace 
at  any  rate^« 

After  this  impartial  xeprefentation  of  the  ftate  of  our  afiairs  at 
Its  conclu&on,  we  need  not  wonder  that  a  peace,  and  a  peace  fo 
advantageous  as  that  of  Ryfwiclc  was,  fliould  give  the  greateft 
fatisfaftion  to  the  nation  in  general^  and  to  the  trading  part  in 
particular.  That  it  did  fo,  ipay  appear  from  the  govemnent's 
caufing  a  fpecial  gazette  to  be  publifhed,  on  purpofe  to  make 
known  the  French  king's  ratification  and  proclamation  of  the 
at  Pafi$  two  days  fooner  (hsm  it  would  have  otherwilc 


1  Tb|f  tppMri  phMf  from  the  Ffsnch  htftoiy  ofdiat  iflaod,  wliort  it  ii  own* 
ed,  that  a  ftoroi  delivered  chem*  Id  the  bcsioning  of  the  year  itfpe,  from  a  ds- 
fcent  from  Jamaka,  and  that  the  news  of  the  peace  of  Ryfwick  came  To  oppofw 
tuoely  at  to  prdcrve  tbem  from  befog  totallf  deftrojcd  by  the  Spanlardf,  wha 
bad  already  pafled  tbe  novQtaini  witb  a  body  of  betveeo  fire  and  fix  haaditd 
men.     Hiiloire  de  St.  Domiojue,  vol.  ivi  p.  177. 

k  Kenoer,  Boroct*  OldmUoo,  Life  of  R.  William,  Prcfent  ftate  of  Eniope. 

been; 
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been  i;  and  hy  the  numerotis  addrefles  c^tbanka  aad  congratn- 
latioTiy  which  were  fent.up  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  to  h^ 
Itcitate  his  majefty  upon  that  occafion,  and  to  exprefs  their  jnft 
fetife  of  4>e]ng  delivered  ffom  the  burden- and  expenceof  fo 
bloody  and  deftruAive  a  war.  Neither  ought  it  at  all  to  abate 
the  merit  of  this  treaty,  that  the  French  ftrutk  medals,  magni- 
fying their  fuecefi  in  the  war,  and  their  demonftrating  thcmieives 
thereby  a  msitch  for  al!^  the  reft  of  £urope,  fince,  if  they  had 
Ideally  been  fo  vidorious'i  and  had  gained  fuch  advantages,  the 
wonder  was  fo  much  greater  that  they  (houM  ftoop  to  fuch  a 
peace  ■".  But  though  it  may  be  true,  that  in  many  refpefb  the 
French  had  the  advantage  in  this  war,  yet  undoubtedly  they 
forefaw  they  were  unable  to  fupport  fo  vaft  an  expence  as  it 
brought  upon  them,  and  as  their  weakneft  hacretiliid  much  fatter 
in  proportion  than  chat  of  the  maritime  powers,  this  in  a  fiew 
campaigns  would  have  quite  changed  the  face  of  things,  and 
either  brought  on  the  total  ruin  of  France,  or  obliged  her  to 
make  peace  upon  ftill  worfe  terms  than  Were  demanded  now.  . 
•  It  muft  therefor^  be  allowed,  to  the  honour  of  this  reign  and 
of  this  adminiftration,  that,  however  they  managed  the  war, 
they  gained  by  the  peace }  all,  and  indeed  more  than  coald  be 
expef^ed.  By  the  fourth'  artide  the  French  king  engages  his 
word  and  faith  not  to  difturb  the  king  of  Great  Britain  in  any 
of  his  dominions,  not  to  aflift,  dire£Uy.or  indire£Uy,  any  of  the 
enemies  of  the  faid  king,  nor  to  gtvt:  flieltcr  to  any  rebels  or 
confpirators  againft  him«  ^By  the  fifth  the  free  ufe  of  commerce 
or  navigation  is  reitored  betvireen  the  fubje^is  of  both  kings*  By 
the  feventh  all  places  taken  during  the  war,  either  in  Europe  or 
in  America,  are  rcflored.  .  As  great  care  was  taken  of  our  al* 
Hes,  every  thing  was  ftipuiated  for  them  which  with  any  fhew 
of  juftice  they  could  defire^  fo  chat,  by  the  concluCon  of  this 


1  TKe*  Omnes  came  out  in  thoTe  day*  on  Mondays  aiul  Tbarfilays.  This 
papery  Aid  Co  be  printed  by  aviboriry,  it  dated,  Whttdial^  Odobcr  *€,  which 
«M  Tvefday.  It  it  printed  bot  on  one  Side,  and  the  Preach  kmgia  prochaiaiioa 
is  in  lulie,  in  order  to  rendlsr  it  the  moie  remarkable.  The  iame  thing  hsd 
been  done  on  the  esohaoKe  of  the  ratiflcationSt  OAober  16,  1(97*  But  that  was 
in  the  nature  of  a  poft-gazette. 

>?  Hiftoire  de  LcuU  XIV.  ccme  y.  p,  153,  157,  i^S,  t^p. 

treaty. 
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treaty,  the  general  peace  of  Europe  was  reftored  °,  and  we  were 
left  at  full  liberty  to  ixnproTe  the  advantages,  afforded  thereby^ 
for  the  rectifying  whatever  was  amifs  in  our  domeftic  economy, 
extending  our  commerce,  and  eafing  our  people.  How  far  thefe 
points  were  ftudied  or  negleAed,  fhall  be  oiir  buiineis'to  examine 
in  the  next  chapter, 

tt  Amoni^  other  medals,  (buck -on^  the  accalton  of  this  peaee,  there  wag  one 
Tery  remarkable.  On  the  face  of  the  medal  wai  reprefected  a  temple,  the  doors 
of  which  are  (but  by  the  plenipotentiaries.  Before  the  temple  there  is  an  altar, 
on  which  a  fow  is  offered ;  the  legend,  Cdfarfirmahant  fadtra  porca^  alladiog  to 
the  coftom  of  the  Romlns,  who,  on  the  condufion  of  a  peace,  facrifioed  a'fwioe. 
On  the  door  of  the  temple  (lands,  Janofacrum^  s.  e»  **  Sacred  to  Janas,'*  On  the 
rcTcrfe  are  the  arms  of  the  feveral  powers  comprehended  in  the  treaty,  a<id  ia 
the  centre  the  royal  caflle  of  Ryfivick,  with  this  infcription,  Ryfwick,  Guiiel* 
ml  III.  Dtigracia  Magm  BriUnntM  regis  pahtium,  L  e.  "  The  palace  of  Wil- 
*•  liam  III.  by  the  grace  of  Ood  king  of  Great  Britaio.*'  Gerard  Van  Looo  hi(L 
nccallique  dcs  Pays  Has,  tome  iv.  p.  271^ 
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CHAP.      XIX. 

The  Naval  Hiftory  of  Great  Britain,  continued 
through  the  remaining  part  of  the  reign  of  king 
William  III*  comprehending  the  mod  remarkable 
tranfadions  in  relation  to  our  commerce  and  planta* 
tions,  ^vith  the  memoirs  of  fuch  eminent  feamen  as 
flourifhed  in  this  period  of  time. 

Tli£  affair  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  In  Scotland  has  been 
mentioned  in  the  former  chapter  i  but  I  did  not  infift 
npon  it  then^  becaufe  it  would  have  interrupted  the 
thread  of  our  hiftoryt  and  becaufe  I  apprehend  it  would  come 
in  more  naturally  here.  It  is  certainly,  even  at  this  diftance  of 
time,  a  very  delicate  fubje£t|  efpecially  for  one  who  profefies  to 
follow  truth  at  the  expence  of  all  parties  And  charaAers  what- 
ever. But  the  pleafure  which  refuhs  from  aAing  fairly  in  mat* 
ters  of  this  nature,  is  a  fufficient  compenfatioti  for  any  ridt 

that 
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that  a  writer  can  run  by  his  impartiality ;  and  therefore  I  fliall 
l^v.  vrithout  rererve.  the  true  fiate  of  this  matter  before  the 
reader,  as  It  appears  to  me.    ,      .    ^  . 

The  revolution  brought  back  to  Scotland  feveral  worthy 
patriots^  whoni  the  jealoufy  of  former  reigns  haid  driven  into 
Holland,  Germany,  and  other  countries.  Thefe,  from  the 
time  of  their  return,  thought  of  nothing  fo  inuch  as  the  putting 
the  trad^  of  Scotland,  which  had  been  hitherto  iti  a  manner 
tbtally  negle£led,  on  a  proper  foot.  With  this  view  they  pro- 
cured, in  1693,  an  a£l  of  parliament,  that  is,  of  the  parliament 
bf  Scotland,  for  the  encouragement  of  foreign  commerce,  and, 
in  confequence  of  that  law,  procured  another  in  1695,  for  fet- 
ting  up  an  Eaft  India  Company.  When  this  was  done,  it  .was 
feand  requifite  to  take  in  fubfcriptions :  and,  as  it  was  not  eafy 
to  find,  money  enough  in  Scotland  for  the  carrying  on  fo  expen- 
five  a  defign>  the  company's,  agents  endeavoured  to  procure  fub-* 
icriptions  abroad,  particularly  at  London,  Hamburgh,  and  Am* 
fterdam,  in  which  they  were  certainly  fufficiently  fupported  both 
by  the  royal  and  legiflative. authority. 

But  as  the  carrying  this  fcheme  into  execution  ^aye|;reat  um-> 
brage  to  the  Eaft  India  Companies  in  England  and  Holland,  they 
tooky  as  it  was  very  natural  foi*  them .  to  do,  the  befl  meafures 
they  could  to  hinder  the  fuccefs  of  thefe  applications.  This, 
however,  had  fome  very  untoward  confequences,  (ince  thefe 
companies  could  efieA  nothing  but  by  the  interpofition  of  their 
refpedive  governments ;  and  by  this  means  his  majefty's  name^ 
as  king  of  England,  and  Stadtholder  of  Holland,  came  to  be 
made  ufe  of,  to  thwart  thofe  defigns  which  aAually  had  his 
£inAion  as  king  of  Scotland.  This,  as  might  have  been  eafily 
forefecn,  embarraiTcd  king  William  prodigioufly ;  for  it  forced 
him  to  a£l  in  a  manner  little  fuitabJe  to  his  inclinations,  fince, 
on  an  application  of  the  Scots,  he  was  obliged  to  promife  that 
he  would  not  countenance  any  fuch  attempts  to  their  prejudice ; 
and,  to  gratify  the  Englifh  and  Dutch,  he  found  himfeif  obli- 
ged to  part  with  two  very  ufcful  and  able  minifters,  the  marquis 
of  Twecdale  and  fecrctary  Johnfton,  becaufe  the  former  had 
given  the  royal  aflent  to  the  law  which  cftablifhed  the  Scots 
£a(l  India  Company,  in  which,  however,  he  had  only  followed 
his  inftruQions }  and  the  latter  for  promoting  the  dedgn,  which. 
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no  doubti  he  to<>k  to  be,  what  it  really  was,  an  zSk  of  duty  td 
his  country.  Yet  thefe  fteps  ferved  only  to  palliate  things  for 
the  prefent,  and,  inftcad  of  healing  the  breach,  widened  it^  as 
will  be  feen  hereafter". 

In  the  edfaing  ief&on  of  parliament,  in  1698,  the  government 
found  itfeif  not  a  little  embarrailed  with  the  affairs  of  the  Eog- 
li(h  Eaft  India  Company.  A  fcheme  had  been  offered  for  erect- 
ing a  new  company,  which  Was  to  advance  two  xdillions  for  the 
public  fervice  at  eight  per  cent,  and  were  to  carry  on  this  trade 
by  a  joint  dock.  To  make  way  for  this,  it  was  propofed  to 
difiblve  the  old  company,  though  they  had  very  lately  a  new 
charter  granted  them  upon  an  addrefs  from  the  boofe  of  com- 
monsi  and,  in  virtue  of  that  cliarter,  had  increafed  their  capi- 
tal by  a  fubfcHption  of  fo  confiderable  a  fum  as  feven  hundred 
thonfand  pounds.  The  pnetence  for  diilblving  it,  was  a  claufe 
in  that  very  charter,  referving  fucb  a  power  to  the  crown.  But 
as  it  was  tuit  fo  much  as  afTerted,  that,  fince  the  granting  this 
new  cbartefj  they  had  done  any  thing  which  ought  to  fubjeft 
them  to  a  di^olution,  by  moderate  and  impanial  people,  who 
knew  nothing  of  flock-jobbing,  this  was  thought  not  a  little 
hard. 

The  real  cauic  why  this  ftep  for  ere£ting  a  new  company  was 
taken,  as  bi(hop  Burnet  and  other  intelfigent  writers  fairly  own, 
was  the  public's  wanting  and  having  no  way  fo  ready  to  gee 
money.  However,  the  diffolving  fcheme,  notwithAandiog  it 
was  powerfully  fupported,  did  not  take  place ;  the  new  compa* 
tjy  hafd  large  privileges  given  them,  and  Sir  William  Norris  was 
fent  by  hia  mojefty  ambail^dor  to  the  great  Moguls  on  purpofe 
to  promote  this  fcheme  $  which,  notwithdanding,  mifcarried  in 
refpefik  of  trade :  for  the  old  company,  being  pofleficd  of  the 
forts  and  fafbories  in  the  £<i(l  Indies,  took  care  to  prepofieft  that 
monarch,  and  indeed  all  the  other  princes  in  thofc  parts^  fo 
ftrongly  againft  the  new  company,  that  the  ambailador  was  but 
Very  indifferently  received,  and  the  whole  affair,  inftead  of  im* 

*  Kcnoet,  Barnit,  Oidroijc-n,  I.ifc  of  kt^g  Williskm,  and  other  hiftorics  of 
ihofc  time?.  I  have  been  extremely  careful  here,  to  liy  afide  all  forts  of  prr- 
juJires,  and  to  preftnt  the  readrr,  in  ai  few  words  as  podible,  with  a  getiuii.e 
treprefentatioT)  of  things  as  they  really  felt  out,  ftript  of  all  t^fe  eolourSiigs 
Which  party  irriters  and  partiil  hiAorijiis  have  bcftowed  opoo  tb«fn. 

proving 
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proving  our  commerce,  tended  only  to  hurt  both  it  and  the  cre- 
dit of  the  nation  in  tbofe  parts,  at  the  fame  time  that  (as  I  have 
obferved)  the  a£b  for  eftablilhing  this  new  companjr,  created 
ycrj  great  difcootents  at  home^* 

The  managers  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  in  Scotland,  find* 
ing  their  defigns  for  carrying  on  that  trade  fo  vigorouily  oppo- 
fed^  aod  having,  as  they  conceived,  very  large  powers  vefted 
in  them  by  the  late  a£b  of  parliament,  refolved  to  turn  their  en- 
deavours another  way  for  the  prefcnt,  and  to  attempt  the  fettle- 
inent  of  a  colony  in  America,  on  the  ifthmus  of  Daricn.  Every 
|>ody  knows,  that  this  is  a  very  narrpw  tradl  of  country,  which 
linites  the  two  great  continents  of  north  and  fouth  America, 
and  that  confequently  it  muft  be  very  adv^ntageoufly  feated  for 
commerce.  As  the  inhabitants  had  never  been  conquered  by 
the  Spaniards,  and  as  the  new  colony  fent  thither  aAually  pur- 
phafed  their  lands  from  the  native  proprietors,  and  fettled  there 
by  confcnt,  it  was  apprehended  that  the  Spaniards  had  no  right 
to  difputc  this  eftablifliment ;  and  that,  if  they  did,  the  planr 
ters  might  defend  themfelves  without  involving  the  nation  in  a 
war. 

The  colony  was  accordingly  fettled  at  a  vaft  expence ;  but  i^ 
was  foon  found,  that  great  midakes  had  been  made  in  relation 
to  the  confequences  expected  from  it.  For  the  Spaniards  not 
only  confidered  it  as  an  invafion  on  their  rights,  and  began 
to  take  our  (hips  upon  it  ^  but  the  Englifh  alfo  grew  very  unea- 
fy,  and  made  warm  reprefentations  to  his  majefly  on  this  Tub- 
jed,  which  produced  private  orders  to  the  governors  of  Jamai- 
jca,  and  other  neighbouring  plantations,  not  only  to  avoid  all 
commerce  with  the  Scots  at  Darien,  but  even  to  deny  them  pro- 
viHons.  As  it  was  forefecn  that  thefe  meafures  would  natural- 
ly occafion  great  diAurbances  in  that  part  of  the  world,  it  was 
found  requiiite  to  fend  a  fquadron  thither  to  proteA  our  trade^ 

b  BiOiop  Bnrnet,  in  his  hi(Yorf  of  hU  own  tirnss,  has  treated  this  matter  very 
lairly,  and,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  fer  this  matter  in  a  true  light.  It  i>  a  great 
misfortDney  that  we  have  not  any  history  of  public  companies,  which  would 
be  both  a  ufeful  and  entertaining  work.  What  I  have  cffered  is  very  fuccin^, 
as  the  nature  of  this  hiAory  obHged  me  to  make  it.  To  give  the  reader  an 
accurate  acconnt  of  this  bufincfs  would  take  up  fonie  Iheets,  and  iodccd  the 
b^ifiocfs  defervei  i:. 
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to  awe  the  Spaniardsi  and  to  hinder  the  increafe  of  pirates^ 
\vhich  had  been  very  great  ever  fince  the  conclufion  of  the  peace, 
occafiohed  chiefly  by  the  multitude  of  privateers  that  were  then 
thrown  out  of  employment;  and  having  been  long  uied  to  live 
by  plunder^  had  not  either  the  will  or  the  means  to  procure  a 
fubfiftence  for  themfelves  by  any  honeft  employment.  There 
^ere  alfo  fome  other  reafons  which  made  the  fending  fuch  a  na- 
val force  requifite,  as  will  appear  in  the  fubfequent  account  oz 
Its  proceedmgs*^.  '  •  ^ 

'  Rear-ad m if alBenbow  was  made  choice  of  to  command  this 
fquadron^  which  conHfted  of  three  fourth  ratesi  and  a  froall 
French  prize.  'He  failed  from  Portfmouth  on  the  twenty-nintK 
of  Novembef,  '1698/  and  arrived  at  Barbadoes  the  twenty- 
fevehth  of  Febniary  following.  He  executed  there,  and  at  the 
Leeward  lilands,'  what  he  waS  dire£tcd  by  his  inftrudions  to  do, 
and  being  informed  that  the  Spaniards  at  Carthagena  had  feized 
two  of  our  fhips,  with  ah  intent  to  employ  them  in  an  expedi- 
tion they  were  then  meditating  again fl  the  Scots  at  Darien,  he, 
like  a  brave  and  public»fpirited  commander,  as  he  really  was, 
refolved  to  prevent  it,  and  refliore  thefe  Ihips  to  their  right 
Owners.  'With  this  view  he  flood  over  to  the  Spanifh  coaf>, 
and  coming  before  BocaChica  caftle,  he  fcnt  his  men  on  ihore 
for  wood  and  water,  which  thoiigh  he  aiked  with  great  civility 
6f  the  Spanifh  governor,  hie  would  fcarce  permit  him  to  take'. 
This  highly  nettled  the  admiral,  who  thereupon  fent  his  own 
lieutenant  to  the  governor,  with  a  mefi^ge,  importing,  that  he 
not  only  wanted  thefe  neceflariesybut  that  he  came  likewife  for 
two  Englifli  {hips  that  lay  in  the  harbour,  and  had  been  detain<» 
ed  there  fome  time,  which,  if  not  fent  to  him  immediately,  he 

S     ..■,'■    .  ^       •      .         ......  . 

c  Kennet,  Barnet,  State  trails  In  the  time  of  king  Williim,  and  p»rticiil»r!f 
•  little  trcMife,  intiiled.  An  ioqiiiry  into  the  cabfet  of  the  iniicarna|re  of  iht 
Scots  crlony  of  Darien,  Bvo.  1700^  which  is  not  printed  in  the  folio  colleQion 
of  traOs  before  mentioned.  ' 

d  London  Gaictie,  N°.  3450.  Moft  people  thoaght  this  fqnadron  too  fmall, 
too  wciildy  manned,  and  feiit  too  late  iu  the  year;  and  many  rtfledions  to  this 
purpofe  were  thrown  out  in  pamphlets,  to  dillurlS  the  mtud^  of  the  people,  and 
alienate  the  atTj^ions  of  the  feamen.  But  rear-admiral  Benbow*s  condaA  tvas 
irreproachable,  and,  though  he  was  a  downright  lail'jr,  his  manner  of  adipg 
4»as  (b  engaging,  that  he  not  only  performed  more  than  w;:s  expected,  but  re- 
turned with  ample  commecdath  ns  from  all  our  colonics. 
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would  come  and  take  by  force.  The  governor'  anfwcrcd  him, 
in  Tcry  rcfpcftfui  terms,  that  if  he  would  leave  his  prefent  fta- 
tion,  in  which  he  fcemed  to  block  up  their  port,  the  fliips  fliould 
be  fent  out  to  him.  With  this  requcft  the  admiral,  without  the 
leaft  hefitation,  complied ;  hut  finding  the  governor  trifled  with 
him,  and  that  his  men  were  in  danger  of  falling  into  the  coun- 
try diftemper,  which  doubtlefs  the  Spanifb  governor  forefaw, 
he  fent  him  another  mcffage,  that  if  in  twenty-four  hours  the 
fliips  were  not  fent  him,  he  would  come  ar.d  fetch  them  ;  and 
that,  if  he  kept  them  longer  than  that  time,  he  would  have  an 
opportunity  of  feeing  what  rcfpeA  an  Engliih  officer  had  to  his 
.word.  The  Spaniards,  however,  did  not  think  fit  to  make  the 
experiment,  hut  fent  out  the  (hips  within  the  time ;  with  which 
the  admiral  returned  to  Jamaica,  where  he  was  received  with 
inuch  kindne(s  and  refpefk^. 

There  he  received  an  account,  that  the  Spaniards  at  Porto- 
Pello  has  feized  feveral  of  our  (hips  employed  in  the  flavc-trade, 
on  the  old  pretence,  that  the  fettlement  at  Darien  was  a  breach 
of  the  peace.    At  the  defire  of  the  parties  concerned  the  admi- 
ral failed  thither  alfo,  and  demanded  thefe  (hips;  but  received 
a  fnrly  anfwer  from  the  admiral  of  the  Barlovento-fleet,  who 
happened  to  be  then  at  Porto-Bello.  Rear-admiral  Benbow  px- 
poftulated  with  him  on  this  head,  iniifling,  that,  as  t^ie  fubje<f^s 
of  the  crown  of  England  had  never  injure;!  tiiofc  of  his  Catho- 
lic majefty,  he  ought  not  to  make  prize  of  their  /hips  for  inju- 
ries done  by  another  nation.     The  Spaniards  replied  (hrcwdly, 
that  fince  both  the  crowns  were  placed  on  the  fame  head,  it 
was  no  wonder  he  miftook  the  fubje£ts  of  one  crown  for  the 
other.     After  many  altercations,  however,  aud  when  the  Spa- 
niards faw  that  the  colony  at  Darien  received  no  affiflance  from 
Jamaica,  the  (hips  were  with  much  to  do  reflored.     The  admi- 
ral, in  the  mean  time,  failed  in  queft  of  one  Kidd,  a  pirate, 
who  had  done  a  great  deal  of  mifchief  in  the  £aft  and  Weft 
Indies,  and  of  whom  we  (hall  have  hereafter  occafion  to  fpeak 
inore  largely.   On  his  return  to  Jamaica,  towards  the  latter  end 
of  the  year,  he  received  a  fupply  of  provifions  from  England, 

e  J^orclict*s  naval  binory,  p,  S7I- 
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and  foon  after  orders  to  return  home ;  which  he  did  with  fix 
men  of  war,  taking  New  England  in  his  way  ^ 

While  rear-admiral  Benbow  was  thus  employed^  vice-admiral 
Aylmer  was  fent  with  a  Arong  fquadron  into  the  Mediterranean* 
in  order  to  confirm  our  treaties  with  the  governments  of  Algiers, 
Tunis,  and  Tripoli,  which  he  performed  very  effe£luaUy ;  for, 
being  a  man  of  a  generous  temper,  he  executed  all  things  with 
fuch  magnificence,  and  treated  the  deputies  fent  on  board  him 
in  a  manner  fo  well  f  jited  to  their  tempers,  that  they'werc  eafily 
flrawn  to  do  thofe  things  for  him,  which  an  officer  of  another 
ilifpofition  would  never  have  obtained  <• 

It  was  intended,  too,  that  he  (hould  have  fecured  the  galleons, 
in  cafe  the  French  attempted  to  feize  them  on  the  death  of  the 
king  of  Spain,  which  was  daily  apprehended ;  but  for  this  he 
certainly  came  too  late,  and  though  no  body  pretended  to  fix 
any  imputation  on  his  chara£ler  in  this  refpeft,  yet  there  was 
great  blame  laid  on  the  board  of  the  admiralty,  for  not  fitting 
out  this  fleet  fboner.  This,  among  many  other  things,  made 
up  part  of  the  charge  brought  againft  the  management  of  the 
navy  by  the  houfe  of  commons,  in  their  addrefs  to  the  king, 
prefented  in  the  month  of  April,  1699;  wherein,  after  taking 
notice  of  the  late  fending  of  this  fleet,  they  add,  <<  That  the 
«  viftuaUJiIng  any  of  his  majefty*s  fliips,  by  others  than  by  the 
<<  victuallers  appointed  for  that  fervice,  or  their  agents,  was  coth- 
<'  trary  to  the  courfe  of  the  navy,  and  might  be  of  ill  confe- 
<<  quence.  That  many  and  new  unneceflary  charges  had,  ia 
^  an  extraordinary  manner,  been  introduced  into  the,  navy, 
<<  which  was  a  great  mifmanBgement.  That  the  deductions  of 
"  poundage,  taken  by  the  pay*  mafters  of  the  navy,  for  ilop-clotbs;, 
<<  dead.men's  wages,  tobacco,  cheft  at  Chatham,  chaplain,  and 
<<  furgeon,  was  without  warrant,  and  ought  to  be  accounted 
♦«  for.    That  it  was  inconfiftcnt  with  the  fervice  ot  the  navy. 


r  BuTche?,  Kennct,  Life  of  king  William,  Prcfent  ftate  of  Europe,  ^c. 

K  Londoo  Gazette,  N^.  34x7.  This  fleet  filled  from  Portfmr.mh,  Se^^.  i}, 
idp8.  But  Mr.  Borcbci**  •ccoont  is  fo  /tncHftinO,  th«t  Mr.  Ledi^rd,  in  tran- 
fcribirg  it,  thought  this  fleet  was  fi;tcd  out  in  1700,  end  under  that  ye«r  hai 
pliced  it  in  his  naval  hlftory,  p.  719*  t  >m  the  more  fnrprized  at  this,  becaofe 
he  takes  notice  of  the  commons  addrefs  in  2699,  which  a^tailly  took  its  rife  from 
au  inqu'ry  into  the  l«ce  fitting  rut  of  thii  fquadron. 

«c  for 
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"  for  the  fame  perfoD  to  be  one  of  the  commiffioners  for  exc* 
"  cut'mg  the  office  of  lord  high-admiral  and  treafurer  of  the 
««•  navy  at  the  fame  time.  And  that  the  paffing  of  any  account 
«<  of  monies  impfcffed  for  the  contingent  ufcs  of  the  navy, 
"  without  regular  vouchers,  or  fuch  other  proofs  as  the  nature 
«  of  the  fcrvicc  would  admit,  either  with  or  without  a  fign 
"  manual,  was  contrary  to  the  rules  and  methods  of  the  navy, 
<*  and  of  dangerous  confequcnce.  All  which  they  begged  leave 
«  to  lay  before  his  majefty,  defiring  that  he  would  be  graciouf- 
^  ]y  pleafed  to  take  effeflual  care,  that  the  mifmanagements 
*'  herein  complained  of  might  be  prevented  for  the  future." 
The  king  gave  a  fofc  anfwer,  which  yet  was  fatisfaAory  enough 
to  this  charge.  It  ran  in  thcfe  words :  **  Gentlemen,  I  will 
<'  confider  of  your  addrefs.  It  is  my  deiire,  that  all  forts  of 
«  mifmanagements  and  irregularities  ihould  be  prevented  or  re- 
<<  drefled.  You  may  be  afTured,  that  I  vsill  take  the  bed  care 
<<  I  can  in  relation  to  the  navy,  the  right  management  whereof 
«  is  of  ^eat  concern  to  the  kingdom  **.* 

The  earl  of  Orford,  who  was  at  this  time  at  the  head  of  the 
navy,  and  who,  as  all  our  writers  agree,  governed  pretty  abfo- 
lutely,  on  a  fuppofition  that  bringing  over  to  the  court  a  body 
of  men.  who  had  been  formerly  looked  upon  as  flubborn  male- 
contents,  %vould  juftify  every  meafure  that  he  {houl<f  think  ne- 
ceiTary  for  fo  iaiutary  a  purpofe,  faw  at  what  the  commons  were 
driving,  and  therefore  very  prudently  refolved  to  abate  the  edge 
of  their  refentment,  by  laying  down  his  employments,  which  he 
did  accordingfly,  and  thereupon  a  new  commiflion  of  admiralty 
pafled,  in  which  the  earl  of  Bcidgewater,  the  lord  Haverfham, 
Sir  Robert  Rich,  Sir  George  Rooke,  and  Sir  David  Mitchell 
trere  conftitnted  commiffioners.  And  thus  things  were  twifted 
about,  rather  as  the  intereft  and  influence  of  parties  required, 
than  as  was  fitteft  for  the  public  fcrvice,  which,  though  always 
pretended  in  fpeechcs  and  addreffcs,  yet  this  was  fo  vifibly  a 
cloak  for  the  pernicious  deflgns  of  party,  that  we  may  fafely 
uSertf  private  inierefi  was  never  more  coniidered  th&n  at  this 

^  Chandler*!  dcbitef^  vol.  iii.  p.  toi. 
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time,  when  nothing  was  fo  much  talked  of  as  puiric  fp'wit » } 
may  we  live  to  fee  things  condudleU  with  more  fincerity  ! 

We  arc  now  come  to  a  ncccflary  part  of  this  hiftory,  wbic4i 
will  appear  one  of  the  ftrongeft  inftanccs  of  the  truth  of  ch6 
foregoing  obfervation  ;  I  mean,  the  afFair  of  Kidd,  the  pirate, 
which,  by  an  unaccountable  ftrain  of  party-reftntmcnt,  makes 
a  conHderable  figure  in  our  general  hiilories,  and  belongs,  in  si 
particular  manner,  to  this  \  for  which  reafon  I  {hall  treat  it  cir- 
cumftanii^Uy,  and,  to  the  beft  of  my  judgment,  exa£lly  agree- 
able to  truth.  There  had  been  for  many  years  loud  and  vcryjufl 
complaints  of  piracies  in  the  Weft  Indies,  which,  for  the  fakd 
of  the  profit  made  by  purchafing  their  ill-gotten  goods,  had 
met  with  too  much  encouragement  from  the  inhabitants  of  ie- 
vepal  of  our  plantations.  This  induced  king  William,  in  the 
year  1695,  to  declare  the  earl  of  Beilamont,  a  r.bbleman  of 
Ireland,  and  a  perfon  of  very  great  worth  and  honour,  gover- 
nor of  N^w  York  and  of  New  England,  believing  him  to  be  a 
proper  perfon  to  reftrain  fuch  milchiefsj  and  in  time  to  put  ari 
end  to  tlie  complaints  made  about  thetn. 

After  he  was  raifed  to  this  ftation,  and  before  he  fet  out  for 
his  government,  he  began  to  inquire  as  to  the  moft  proper  me- 
thods for  extinguiflnng  thefe  abufes*  and  reprefented  it.to  one 
colonel  Levingrton,  a  gentleman  of  confidcrablc  property  m. 
New  York,  as  a  thing  which  nearly  concerned  the  hohour  of 
that  plantation.  This  induced  the  colonel  to  iliention  to  his 
lordfliip  one  captain  William  Kidd,  who  was  lately  arrived  from 
New  York  in  a  iloop  of  his  own,  as  a  brave  bold  fellow,  who 
knew  moft:  of  the  pirates  haunts,  and  might  therefore  bfe  ctn- 
ployed  againft  them  with  great  probability  of  fuccefs.  The  carl 
readily  approved  the  fchemcj  and  knowing  how  much  the  king 
had  the  bufmefs  at  heart,  mentioned  it  to  his  majefty,  who  ap- 
plauded the  defign,  and  recommended  it  to  the  board  of  admi- 
ralty. But  the  public  affairs  being  then  in  a  perplexed  fitusCtion^* 

i  The  tkx\  of  Offord  was  aficrwafds  impeaclied;  is  we  fliall  have  o^cafion  t^ 
Ibew ;  but  there  waf  ncTcr  any  proof  offered  en  rhat  impeackment  ^  and  to  be 
fure  hi&  Inrd(hip*s  fautts  were  in  bis  mintflcrial  chara^er,  aad  oot  as  a  crinman- 
der.  He  was  very  Hncere  and  ferviceable  Co.  hii  party,  at  iHe  head  of  the  acb 
niralty  bosrd ;  but  at  Cci  he  forgot  all  difiindlions^  and  had  regard  to  nothing  but 
merit. 

and 
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end  great  diffictiities  found  in  manoing  tbe  flecti  the  boards 
though  they  fignified  their  approbatibn  of  the  thing»  thought  fit 
to  lay  it  afide  ^i 

Colonel  Levingftoni  having  exaA  information  of  all  that  bad 
pafTedi  applied  himfelf  a  fecond  time  to  the  earl  of  Bellamodri 
and  offered  an  amendment  to  his  firft  proje£l,  Heobfervedi  that 
this  was  a  thing  which  would  admit  of  no  delay }  attd  fince  the 
public  could  not  immediately  bear  the  expence>  or  con(equently 
undertake  the  intended  expeditioni  it  might  not  be  amifs  if  fome 
few  perfoQS  of  diftin&ion  (hould  venture  on  Cariying  it  into  exe- 
cution at  their  own  expence.  This^  too,  was  attended  with  mucll 
diflkulty }  but  at  laft  it  wal  agreedi  that  the  lord-chancellor^ 
^then  lord  Somers)|  the  duke  of  Shrewflniryi  the  earl  of  Rom* 
ney,  tbe  earl  of  Orford,  and  foaEKB.  other  perfonsi  togethdr  with 
colonel  Levingfton  and  Kidd|  who  were  to  have  between  them 
a  filth  q[  the  whole  undertaking,  ibould  raife  fix  thoufand  pounds 
for  the  expence  of  the  voyage'. 

The  king  was  fo  Well  pleafed  ykitii  the  thiogi  and  thought  it 
-of  fo  great  •ponfequence  as  well  as  of  fo  mtich  benefit  to  the  pub^ 
lic^  that  he  llkewife  promifcd  to  contributci  and  therefore  a  tenth 
}>art  of  tbe  goods  taken  from  pirates  was  referved  to  his  majefty 
in  the  grant  made  of  tbe  reft  to  the  perfons  engaged  in  fitting 
out  Kiddfc.  But^  when  the  bufinefs  was  brought  to  bear^  the  king 
could  not  advance  the  money  convenientlyi  and  fo  the  peribns 
above-mentioned  were  obliged  to  be  at  the  whole  expence. 
Captain  Kidd  had  a  commilllont  in  the  common  form^  to  take 
and  kite  piratesi  and  brinff  them  to  judical  Without  any  fpecial 
claufe  or  provtfo  wbateveir^  He  knew  none  of  the  adventurers 
but  the  lord  Bellamont)  who  introduced  him  t6  the  earl  of  Or- 
fordj  and  another  perfon  carried  him  to  the  earl  of  Romney^ 

k  Blfliop  Burnet  ind  Mr.  OIHmixon  hire  both  inflfted  pretty  largely  on  thit 
'iMatter.  As  to  the  former,  he  did  not  cerrainly  dndernand  it  $  for  he  a^tuatly 
took  ths  grant  of  pirates*  good*  Co  b«  illegal  and  linjtiflifiable,  tod  feeals  Co  iotl« 
mate  fooie  haftinefs  or  imprudence  in  th\$  huCmeAi  whereat  nocbbg  can  bi 
clearer  than  that  public  fpirit  was  the  fole  motive  Co  thii  deCgn,  and  that  Kidd*c 
owners  became  Co,  becaufe  he  could  npt  be  fitted  out  othcrwife.  At  to  the  lar- 
ter,  though  very  prolix,  yet  his  account  wants,  in  a  great  mearure,  the  light  of 
Evidence,  which  arifrs  very  fully  from  an  impartial  dating  of  the  maucrs  of  faA, 
and  therefore  t  have  dwelt  fo  long  upon  ir, 

1  See  an  impartial  account  of  the  affair  of  captain  Kidd,  4to. 
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As  for  the  reft,  he  never  faw  them )  and  fo  little  was  there  of 
fccrecy  or  management  in  this  hv/Bsnck,  that  he  had  no  inftnic- 
tions  either  public  or  private ;  only  the  earl  of  Bcllamont  gave 
him  failing  orders,  in  which  be  was  diredkd  to  2l&  according  to 
the  letter  of  bis  commiflion  "■. 

Thus  fomrfhed,  captam  William  Kidd  faikd  in  the  Adventure 
gaHey  towards  the  end  of  the  year  1695  for  New  York,  and  in 
hi»  way  took  a  French  prize.  From  thence  he  failed  co  Madeira^ 
thence  to'  Bonavifta  and  9t.  }aga^  firom  whence  he  proceeded  to 
Madagafcar,  and  from  thence  he  crnizetl  at  the  entrance  of  the 
Red  Sea ;  but|  cffefking  nothing,  he  failed  to  Calicut,  and  took  a 
fliip  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons ;  the  mafter  and  three  or  four 
of  the  crew  were  Dutchmen,  the  reft  Moors :  thb  ihip  he  car* 
rled  to  Madagafcar }  from  thence  he  failed  again,  and  about  five 
weeks  after  took  the  Quedah  Merchant,  of  four  hundred  tons ; 
the  mafter  was  one  Wright  an  Englifliman :  (he  had  on  board 
two  Dutch  mates,  and  a  French  gunner  ^  the  crew  wercMoorS) 
in  all  about  ninety  perfbns  ^. 

The  (hip  be  carried  to  St.  Mary's  near  Madagafcar,  and  there 
he  (bared  the  goods  with  his  crew^  taking  forty  (hares  to  his 
own  u(ew  Here  ninety  et  his  creWf  who  were  a  hundred  and 
iifty-^ne  in  all,  left  him,  and  went  on  board  the  Mocha 
Merchant,  an  Eaft  India  Company  (hip,  which  had  turned  pi* 
rate ;  and  there  was  every  grain  as  much  reafon  to  charge  that 
company  with  the  piracies  the  Mocha  Merchant's  crew  commit* 
ted,  as  there  was  to  charge  Kidd^a  adventurers  with  his.  He 
and  his  men  burnt  his  own  (hip  the  Adventure  galley  at  St.  Ma* 
ry's»  and  they  all  went  on  board  the  Quedah  Merchant^  and 
failed  for  the  Weft  Indies.  Being  denied  fuccour  at  Angnilia 
and  St.  Thomas's,  he  failed  to  Mona,  lying  between  R>rto*Rico 
and  Hifpanioja,  and  there,  by  the  means  of  one  Bolton»  got 
fome  provifions  from  Curacoa.  He  bought  a  (loop  of  Bolton, 
in  which  he  loaded  part  of  his  goods,  and  left  the  Quedah  Mcr- 
chant,  with  the  reft  of  the  goods,  in  truft  with  Bolton,  and  fc 
vcntecn  or  eighteen  men  in  her.   In  this  (loop  he  touched  at  (e- 

w  Thi«  pfwftly  (bewf,  there  was  nochinj;  fecm  or  myfterioiit  in  this  expcdt- 
tioo,  hot  that  he  waft  (cnt  00  tbc  dcHga  enprciled  k  the  king's  contaiffion,  and 
on  chat  only. 

B  This  it  taken  tram  hh  trial,  and  other  aDthcRtic  accoants  of  hiin* 

reral 
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ifcnl  i^dkces,  and  dtTpofed  of  a  great  part  of  hk  goods,  and  at 
laft  came  to  Bofton  in  New  Englaody  where  the  earl  cf  Bella** 
mont  feised  him,  and  what  goods  he  had  left ;  for  this  fellow  ei* 
tker  had,  or  pretended  to  have  a  notion^  that  the  Quedah  Mer^ 
chant,  being  manned  bjr  Moors,  was  a  lawful  prize,  though 
there  was  no  fvocNf  that  the  commander  of  her  and  his  crew  had 
coramitted  any  piracies  on  the  Eo^iih  or  an  j  other  European, 
or  indeed  Indian  nation. 

As  ibon  as  this  was  done,  his  lordfliip  fewt  advice,  of  his  ta- 
king Kidd,  to  England,  and  de/ired  that  a  (hip  might  be  £ent  to 
bring  him  home.  This  was  accordingly  complied  with  j  but  the 
Rochefter,  which  was  the  (hip  employed  in  this  fervice,  being 
difabled,  was  forced  to  return,  which  heightened  the  clamour 
that  had  been  already  ratfisd  about  this  tranfaAion,  and  which 
was  outrageous  ki  the  very  fame  proportion  it  was  groundlefs°« 

The  fource  of  this  clamour  was  undoubtedly  a  private  pique 
to  particular  perfons,  which  induced  fome  warm  men  to  put  » 
queftion  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  *<  That  the  letters-patent, 
<<  granted  to  the  earl  of  Bellamont  and  others,  of  pirates'  goods, 
^  were  di(honourable  to  the  4ing,  againft  the  law  of  nations, 
^  contrary  to  the  laws  and  ftatutes  of  this  realm,  an  invafion  of 
^  property,  and  de(im£tive  ito  commerce/'  This  was  carried  in 
the  negative,  but  it  did  not  hinder  thofe  who  fupported  the 
^leftfon  from  charging  lord  Somers  and  the  •earl  of  Orford  with 
countenancing  pirates^  and  to  give  fome  colour  to  this  ground- 
Ie(s  and  moft  improbable  charge,  as  foon  as  it  was  known  that 
the  Rochefter  was  returned,  it  was  fuggefted,  that  the  fending 
that  (hip  was  mere  coUufion ;  that  the  earl  of  Deiiamont  was  as 
deep  in  thns  affuir  as  the  reft ;  and  4ipon  this  a  siotian  was  made^ 
and  carried  in  the  hoofe  of  commons,  for  an  addrefs  to  his  ma- 
jefty,  that  Kidd  might  not  be  tried  till  the  next  fe(Don  of  parlia- 
ment, and  that  the  eari  of  Bellamont  might  be  dtrefted  to  fend 
home  all  examinations  and  other  papers  relating  to  this  buiinefs, 
which  the  king  promifed  very  readily*. 

^  The  noife  inade«boat  chit  fctknr  difturbedtbecovcmmcnt  fo  aiticli,  that  it- 
«8»  one  reafofi  for  feoding  rear-admiral  Beobov  co  the  Weft  Indiea/ 

P  Renaet's  biftory  of  England,  vol.  iii.  p.  f  74-  Burnet's  hiftory  of  hit  owo 
^iDCij  vol.  \u  p*  xjr.     01dmixo]|*«  hiftory  of  the  5tuar(f«  v^l  ii.  p.  105. 
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Th»  aiFaitr  muft  namnllf  give  his  majefty,  and  indeed  the 
whole  world  a  ftrange  opinion  of  the  pairiotHim  of  chofe  times^ 
He  knew  the  whok  matter  better  than  any  bodyi  and  was  plea*? 
fed  to  fay,  with  great  truth  and  juftice,  that,  if  he  might  be  ad* 
mitted  as  a  witnefsi  he  could  vindicate,  from  his  own  knowledge, 
the  noble  perfens  now  attacked,  in  all  they  hadd^ne.  He  muft, 
therefore,  be  thoroughly  perfuadedji  that  this  was  a  veiy  unjuft 
and  iniquitous  profecution,  in  relation  to  which  be  had  reafon  tvt 
think  bimfdf  happy^  that  he  was  not  aUe  to  perform  his  promife 
of  contributing  towards  this  defign^  (Uicc  that  might  have  given 
a  handle  to  fome  warm  member  for  calling  him  praUj  as  Mr. 
Howe  a£tuaUy  called  him  zftlms  for  making  the  treaty  of  par<i 
titioa,  to  which  we  (hall  fpeedily  come. 
~  But,  how  dear  foever  the  king  and  other  impartial  judges 
might  ht,  this  fptrit  was.  ftill  io  prevalent  in  the  honfe  of  com« 
CTions,  that  even  after  making  fome  inquiries  into  this  fa£^,  and 
having  not  only  his  examinatton,  but  Kidd  himfelf  in  tbeip 
power,  whom  they  ordered  to  be  brought  to  their  bar,  and 
queftioQed  him  there,  (very  little  to  their  credit  or  to  the  pur- 
pore),  yet^  when  they  afterwards  found  an  opportunity  of  at* 
tacking  the  earl  of  Orford  and  lord  Somers  by  impeachmentSi^ 
they  did  not  foi^  to  throw  in  their  encouragement  of  I£idd  as  part 
<>f  the  charged.  In  the  articles  againft  the  earl  of  Orford  they 
make  the  fifth  and  fixthn  which  for  the  fatisfaAion  of  the  reader 
I  ihall  infert,  to  ihew  with  hpir  great  (olemnity  the  rnoft  trifling 
a£Riir  ipay  be  made  to  appear. 

<<  y.  And  whereas  complaints  were  made  to  the  commiffionera 
S^  for  executing  the  office  of  lord*htgh  admiral  of  England,, 
4<  where  the  faid  earl  at  that  time  prefided,  by  the  company 
f<  trading  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  of  divers  piracies  committed  in  the 
<<  South'feas  tp  the  deftruAion  of  their  trade,  defiring  they 
\^  might  ba.ve  letters  oif  marque  granted  t<\  them,  whereby  to  be 

^  It  wat  pretended  that  Kidd  vQuUl  m^Xe  difcavcriet,  ^d  upon  this  he  «a< 
feut  for  to  the  bar  of  the  boufe  of  commons,  where  he  behaved  very  neapif  ; 
and  Sir  Edward  Seymour,  who  fent  for  him,  faid,  <*  The  feUow  was  not  more 
*.*  a  kn«ye  ihao  a  fool.^  Bot  the  tnie  intent  of  bnngbi);  Mm  thither  w«t  to  fet 
^p  another  difcovery,  viz.  That,  before  be  reiuraed  to  Newgat^,  he  went  to 
the  l^miCe  of  the  earl  of  Hatifai,  and  conferred  there  with  the  k»rdf  who  were 
Caid  to  be  concerned  with  him  ^  bat  of  thii  the  proof  wai  ai  weak  as  the  fiorf 

*/  impowered^ 
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f*  impowered}  though  at  their  own  charge,  to  fupprefs  fuch 
^<  piracies  :  but  the  faid  early  preferring  bis  own  interefti  difcou* 
<<  raged  and  refcAed  their  requeft  and  propofiil,  and  in  foxne 
«(  ihort  time  after,  jointly  with  others,  did  procure  a  commiffion 
<<  for  one  William  Kidd,  a*  likewife  a  grant  under  the  great 
««  feal  of  England,  to  and  for  the  ufe  of  hifln  the  faid  earl  and 
•*  others,  of  the  fhips  and  goods  of  certain  perfons  therein 
'<  named|  and  alfo  of  all  the  goods  found  on  board  the  iaid 
««  fhips.  And  the  faid  company  having  intimation  of  a  commif* 
**  fion  granted  to  the  faid  Kidd,  being  apprehenfive  of  the  ill 
<<  confequences  of  the  fame,  did  apply  themfelves  to  the  faid 
<<  board  of  admiralty,  defiring  to  know  what  powers  and  in- 
<<  ftrudions  were  given;  but  fuch  their  reafonable  requeft  was 
^  denied,  and  Kidd,  who  was  known  to  be  a  peribn  of  ill 
M  fame  and  reputation,  ordered  to  purfue  the  intended  voyage, 
<<  in  which  he  did  commit  divers  piracies  and  depredations  on 
<<  the  high  feas,  being  thereto  encouraged  through  the  hopes  of 
«^  being  proteAed  by  the  high  ftation  and  intereft  of  the  faid 
<<  earl,  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations,  and  the  interruption 
•<  and  difcouragement  of  the  trade  in  England, 

"  VI.  That  the  faid  earl,  within  the  time  aforefaid,  when  an 
^<  horrid  confpiracy  was  dificovered  againft  his  majefty's  facred 
^*  perfon,  and  the  kingdom  was  under  an  apprehcniion  of  an 
<<  immediate  invafion  from  France,  and  divers  (hips  of  war, 
<<  particularly  the  (hip  Duchcfs,  were  armed  out,  and  equipped 
**  and  manned  in  defence  of  the  realm,  to  oppofe  the  intended 
«<  invaCon,  did  his  utmoft  endeavour  to  prejudice  his  office, 
<'  being  the  firft  commiflioner  for  executing  the  office  of  lord 
«<  high-admiral  of  England,  without  the  privity  of  the  other 
<<  commifEoners,  contrary  to  his  oath  and  doty,  and  preferring 
<<  his  hopes  of  gain  to  himfelf  to  the  fafety  of  the  public,  did 
<<  order  captain  Steward,  commander  of  the  ihip  Ducheis,  to 
<<  deliver  over,  and  put  on  board,  the  faid  Kidd,  mentioned  iix 
<<  the  foregoing  article,  out  of  the  laid  (hip  the  Duchefs,  a  great 
<<  number  of  able  feamen,  levied  and  provided  at  the  expence  of 
**  the  public,  and  then  difcharging  their  duty  in  defence  of  their 
<<  country,  a^d  againft  their  own  confent,  to  the  prejudice  of 

'•  th^ 
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<(  the  {>ublic  fecurity^  and  to  the  end^mgering  the  faid  iliip  the 
^*  Duchefsy  if  at  had  been  attacked  by  the  enemy  ^** 

The  earl  of  Orfofd's  anfwer  will  fafficieotly  declare  how  little 
foundation  there  was  in  £i£t  for  what  the  cofnnions  advanced, 
and  therefore  1  (hall  give  what  he  offers^  as  to  thefe  two  articles, 
in  his  own  words :  <<  As  to  the  fifth  artidci''  fays  his  lordfliipt 
<<  the  Eaft  India  Company,  about  the  beginning  of  March,  1696, 
<*  did  apply  to  the  admiralty-board,  of  which  the  faid  earl  was 
<<  one,  to  impower  their  fhips  and  officers  to  feize  and  take  all 
<<  pirates  infefting  the  feas  within  the  limits  of  their  charter,  and 
«<  likewife  to  crcSt  a  court  of  admiralty  iu  tbofe  parts  to  try  and 
«  condemn  fuch  pirates  as  they  fhould  take.  Upon  which  ap« 
<*<  plication,  the  board  of  admiralty  did  take  advice,  and  were 
^  informed  they  had  no  authority  to  grant  the  lame,  and  deniea 
<<  he,  the  faid  earl,  ever  difcouraged  or  reje£led  the  Company's 
<<  requeft  therein,  unlefs  it  were  by  telling  them,  that  the  ad- 
<<  miralty  by  law  could  not  grant  the  fame  4  and  denies  that  the 
"  Company  was  ever  denied  letters  of  marque  in  common  form, 
<<  to  the  knowledge  of  the  ^id  earl:  and  faitli,  as  to  the  matter 
«  of  Kidd  in  this  article  mentioned^  he  was  gone  upon  hb  ex* 
**  pedition  about  twelve  nK>nths  before  that  time ;  and  as  to  his 
<<  commiflioo,  and  the  grant  in  the  faid  article  mentioned,  the 
<<  faid  earl  humbly  conceives,  and  is  advifed,  the  fame  were  not 
<<  contrary  to  laW|  but  fure  he  is  the  faid  expedition  was  in- 
<<  tended  for  the  public  good  and  fervice  $  and  £uth,  the  faid 
<<  Kidd  had  no  powers  or  inftru£tions  from  the  board  of  admi- 
^  ralty,  other  than  the  ordinary  and  common  letters  of  marque, 
<<  the  contents  whereof  are  common  and  well  known  to  mexu 
«<  chants ;  ar^  the'  faid  earl  doth  deny  that  he  knew  the  faid 
'<  Kidd  to  be  of  ill  fame  and  reputation.  But^  in  cafe  the  faid 
<<  Kidd  had  committed  any  piracies)  he  the  faid  Kidd  is  anfwer- 
*^  able,  and  ought  to  anfwer  for  the  fame,  he  never  being  or- 
^  dered  by  the  faid  earl  fo  to  do,  nor  had  he  ever  any  the  leaft 
'<  encouragement  given  him  by  the  faid  earl,  or  any  other, 
<<  to  his  knowledge,  to  expe£l  or  hope  for  any  protedltoa 


r  See  theaitlcief  of  impeachment  sgainil  Edward  e$x\  of  Orfjrd,  printed  bf 
erd^  Of  the  houie  of  commons  in  1 701. 

«<  therein, 
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«  therein^  or   in  any  illegal  a£tion  done  or  committed  by 
"  him*/' 

But  his  lordfliij/s  anfwer  to  the  latter  article  is  ftill  ftronger. 
In  that  be  fays,  «*  He  believes  it  to  be  true,  that  there  was  a 
«<  horrid  and  barbarous  plot  and  confpiracy  againft  his  majefty*s 
«<  facred  perfon,  and  that  there  was  an  apprchenfion  of  an  iin« 
«<  mediate  invaiion.  But  the  faid  earl  hopes,  no  negleft  of  duty 
<^  in  his  ftation  can  be  imputed  to  him  to  prevent  the  fame. 
^  And  as  for  the  ihip  Dnchefs,  which  was  amongft  many  others 
^  armed  and  equipped  in  defence  of  the  realm,  the  faid  earl 
<'  faith,  that  the  men,  in  the  faid  article  mentioned  to  be  taken 
•<  from  on  board  her,  were  but  fbme  of  the  very  perfons  that 
'*  were  juft  before  taken  from  on  board  captain  Kidd,  and  re- 
«<  turned  by  their  own  confent  on  board  captain  Kidd  again,  not 
<<  being  above  twenty  in  number ;  and  faith,  all  fears  of  the  in- 
<<  vafion  were  then  over,  and  at  an  end  ^  and  denies  that  the 
^  fame  was  intended  to  weaken,  or  did  weaken,  the  faid  (hip, 
^  or  the  navy-royal,  or  that  the  faid  feamen,  fo  returning  on 
<*  board  the  faid  Kidd,  were  levied  or  provided  at  the  expence 
<<  of  the  public,  or  did  return  or  were  put  on  board  the  faid 
<<  Kidd  againft  their  o^n  confent,  or  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
•«<  public  fecurity,  or  that  the  (hip  Duchefs  was  thereby  endan* 
«<  gered,  if  (he  had  been  attacked,  as  in  t)xe  faid  article  is  aU 
<<  ledged/' 

Thefe  articles  were  agreed  to  by  the  houfe  of  commons  on 
the  eighth  of  May,  1701,  the  very  day  that  Kidd  was  brouglit 
upon  his  trial  for  piracy  at  the  Old-Bailey,  where  he  was  con* 
vifled,  with  many  of  his  companions,  and  foon  after  executed; 
but  could  never  be  prevailed  upon,  as  weak'  and  as  bad  a  man 
as  he  was,  to  charge  any  of  the  noble  perfons,  who  were  his 
owners,  with  having  any  thing  to  do  with  his  proceedings.  Yet, 
even  after  his  death,  the  commons,  in  an  impeachment  by  them 
preferred  againft  John  lord  Somers,  charge  him  as  lord-keeper 
of  the  great  feal  of  England,  in  conjunction  with  the  earl  of 
Orford,  firft  commiflioner  of  the  admiralty,  and  Richard  earl  of 
Bellamont,  governor  of  New  York  and  of  New  England,  and 

>  See  thefe  inrweri  in  the  fame  coUeAioo.  Thrf  are  very  indifierently  abrid* 
fjtA  by  moft  of  our  hifloriant ;  as  in  trach  tbey  mnft  be,  Ctace,  hy  iht\<igtngihem, 
fome  faAi  null  nccefCirily  be  left  out, 
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of  others  thea  id  great  ftttioM,  and  in  high  power  and  aatho* 
rity,  for  fealing  a  comcniflion  to  one  William  Kidd|  a  perfon  of 
evil  fame  and  reputation^  iince  canTi£ted  of  piracy,  and  with 
procuring  a  grant  of  pirates'  goods  to  be  taken  by  the  iaid  Wil- 
liam Kiddy  under  colour  of  the  faid  comsiiilloni  in  truft  for 
himfelf  and  other  perfons^  with  abundance  more  to  the  fam^ 
ptirpofe,  intended  purely  to  hurt  that  lord's  charader,  and  ren« 
der  it  impoilible  for  his  majefty  to  employ  him  longer  in  his  fer^* 
vice ;  though  his  lordfhip^  conicious  of  his  own  iQuocenccy  took 
every  meafure  poflible  to  have  this  matter  brought  to  a  fairi 
pptn,  and  fpcedy  trial  \ 

But  while  things  were  thus  carried  on  at  home,  the  nauoa 
fuffered  exceedingly  for  want  of  due  care  being  taken  to  put  an 
end  to  thofe  depredations  committed  by  pirates  abroad^  and 
therefore  feveral  experienced  officers  were  feat  to  Madagafcar^ 
.where  they  had  made  a  very  flrong  fettlementi  in  order  to  roo^ 
out  and  deftroy  them  ^  but  with  fo  little  fuccefsj  that  the  go^^ 
vernment  began  at  lad  to  defpair  of  eiFe^ng  any  thing  in  this 
way,  till  Mr.  fecretajry  Burchet,  and  I  fpeak  it  to  his  honour, 
devifcd  a  method  which  aufwercd  the  end  very  fpeedily*  This 
was,  fending  a  proclamation  by  captain  Jame#  Littleton,  who 
was  afterwards  a  flag-officer,  and  commif&oner  of  the  navy^ 
promifing  pardon  to  aJl  the  pirates  who  furrcndered,  ^nd  a  re* 
ward  in  cafe  they  would  fecure  and  deliver  up  any  of  their  com* 
manders.  This  foon  brought  in  many  of  ^he  private  men,  and 
made  the  refl,  efpecially  their  chiefe,  fo  jealota  of  each  other* 
that  they  could  not  hold  together,  or  venture  upon  any  new  en-* 
terprizes :  fo  Jthat  captain  Littleton,  having  brought  off  fornix 
and  feparated  the  reft,  very  foon  deflroyed  fuch  as  were  moft 
refradory,  and  re-eftablifhed  that  &ee  navigation  which  had 
been  fo  long  interrupted  in  thofe  parts  \  I  know  tliat  this  will 
feem  to  fome  a  very  trivial  affair  to  be  ib  long  infifted  on ;  but 
.as  it  fhews  the  fpirit  of  thofe  times,  and  accounts  for  a  very 
famous  perfecution,  I  hope  the  majority  of  thole  who  perufc 
this  work,  will  not  think  it  impertinent,  efpecially  as  it  has  fome 
connection  throughout  with  the  fubje£l  of  this  book« 

<  This  afftir  went  oiTby  the  l«rdi  appointing  a  dajr  for  the  trial  of  the  peery^ 
and  tlie  commons  refafing  to  be  preient  at  that  trial,  or  to  make  any  ptQoit4 
u  Kcnnet,  Barnety  fiarchct,  Qldmiaoo,  Life  of  king  WiUuai^  &«• 

But 
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fiut  "dfc  now  returh  to  matters  of  a  more  public  coheo'n.  A 
War  had  arifen  between  the  kings  of  Denmark  aiid  8wedei|j 
which  greatly  affefled  the  peace  of  the  north ;  a  thing  that  can 
never  happen  withotit  interefting  the  maritime  powers.  It  wjU 
be  Dcceffarj  to  fay  fomething  as  to  the  grotknds  of  this  war,  be*^ 
caaie  the  part  we  took  in  it  was  very  much  to  the  honour  of  the 
Englifli  nation^  and  ought  to  eftabliih  it  as  a  maximi  that  wheA« 
ever  it  is  really  neceflary  to  aflift  our  allies,  we  ought  to  do  k 
vigoroufly,  and  at  once ;  which  b  the  Wzj  not  only  to  fertd 
tbem»  but  to  fave  a  very  confiderable  expence  to  of •  Tliere 
waS)  towards  the  clofe  of  the  year  1699^  a  private  treaty  madd 
by  feveral  princes  for  attacking  the  king  of  S weden,  afterwards 
the  famous  Chaftes  the  twelfth,  but  then  a  perfe£b  youth,  and 
even  for  difmemheriHg  the  Swedifti  monarchy.  According  to 
this  fcheme,  the  king  of  Denmark  was  to  invade  Holfteih,  the 
cle£iov  of  Braodenbourg  was  to  fall  into  the  Swedifii  Pomera^ 
tola,  the  king  of  Poland  was  to  attack  Livont^i  and  in  cafe  the 
dukes  of  Zell  and  Hanover  moved  to  the  aflUftaUce  of  the 
Swedes,  the  Landgrave  of  Hcfle,  and  this  duke  of  Wolfinv 
buttle,  we^e  to  fall  Uj^os  them. 

This  was  an  alliance  founded  intirely  upon  Intereft  and  ambi-* 
tion,  f6)r  th^  Swedes  had  done  nothing  to  deferve  this  treats* 
knent ;  and  therefore^  upon  tl>e  firft  breaking  out  of  this  confe-* 
deracy,  his  Swcdiih  majefly  addrefled  himfelf  to  king  William 
and  the  States- Genera  If  as  guarantees  of  the  treaties  madefo# 
Tecttringthe  traoc^uillity  of  the  north,  by  pref<frving  there  a  pni^ 
per  balance  of  power.  At  firft  it  was  thought  requifite  to  in- 
ticrpofe  only  our  good  offices.  But  when  the  king  of  Denmark 
over-ran  Holfteib,  and  the  king  of  Poland  firft  attempted  to 
furprize,  and  then  befieged  Riga  in  Livonia^  it  became  necefTary 
to  take  other  meafuresi  efpecially  when  it  was  known  that  the 
Czatr  was  inclined  to  enter  inlo  the  confederacy.  The  point  m 
debate  with  his  majefly  was,  whether  he  iliould  do  what  was 
necefTary,  and  what  he  was  obliged  to  by  treaties,  without 
confuUing  the  houfe  of  commons ;  or  whether  he  Oiould  lay 
the  whole  matter  before  the  parliament,  and  leave  the  decifion 
of  it  to  them.  Some  of  the  minidry  were  for  taking  the  latter 
method,  but  the  king  was  for  the  former,  and  with  ^ood  rear 
fon ;  he  faid,  the  executive  part  of  the  government  was  in  him. 
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and  therefore  he  would  do  what  was  fit  for  him  to  do,  aii<f  ac^ 
quaint  the  parliament  with  it  at  their  next  meeting  ^. 

Hts  majeflfy  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  1 700,  fent  over  a  ftrong 
fi}uadtoa  to  HoUandi  under  the  command  of  Sir  George  Rocket 
who,  in  the  latter  end  of  May^  was  joined  by  » Dutch  fqus^ 
iroDri  and}  having  the  command  of  the  whole  £[cet»  he  failed 
for  the  Sound,  where  he  arrived  about  the  middle  of  June  '• 
There  he  found  the  Danifh  fleet,  coniifting  of  twenty-eight  (aiV 
of  line-of-battle  fliipsi  ranged  athwart  the  narrow  paflage,  on- 
der  the  guns  of  their  caftle  of  Cronenburg,.  oppofitc  to  Uelfing- 
burg;  and  here  alfo  he  received  afliirance  from  count  Wutcht- 
meiAer,  admir^gener^l  of  Sweden,  that  he  would  take  the 
firft  opportunity  of  joining  him  with  the  fquadron  under  his 
command.  Not  long  after  a  figsal  was  made,  as  had  been  a- 
greed,  from  Heliingburg,  that  the  Danifli  fleet  were  under  fail; 
whereupon  our  admiral  weighed  anchor,  and  advanced  into  the 
Sound,  to*  prevent  any  mi&hief  which  might  otherwife  happen 
to  the  Swedes*  But  the  Daniih  flups  anchored  again  on  this 
fide  of  the  grounds,  not  only  to  guard  the  pafli^,  but  to  pre- 
vent our  joining  with  the  Swcdifh  fquadron,  which  were  now 
come  down' to  the  fouth4ide  of  that  channel. 

In  this  pofture  the  fleets  lay  for  ibme  time,.  Sir  George  Rooke 
expeding  that  the  Swedes  would>  according  to  what  had  been 
promifed,.  have  pufiied  through ;  which  in  all  probability  they 
might  have  done  in  left  than  two  hoars,  for  it  had  blown  frefh 
at  S.  S»  £.  But  the  opportunity  being  loft,,  he  got  under  faSLp 
and  came  nearer  to  the  iflaud  of  Huen-  "f.  Meanwhile  the  Danes 
plyed  towards  him  in  a  line  of  battle,  but  anchored  about  noon 
near  three  leagues  oflf,  in  the  mouth  of  the  channel  leading  up 

^  The  reader  mty  confult^oiir  general  btftorics,  and  putimlariy  riie  oic* 
moirs  of  btfliop-  Bur-net  on  this  fubjeO,  which  be  has  treated  fuUy  and  tieelp. 
The  truth  is,  the  fcheoie,  however  fair  iu  appearaocc,  was  like  to  be  atteodcd 
with  foch  confeqaences,  that  baron  Pfeife,  who  wai  a  very  honeO  man,  and  had 
lerved  Ms  I7ant(h  majeAy  fbng  as-  prime  mmiftery  covid  not  digelk  it,  bat  re- 
figned  bis  employments. 

^  Kennet'f  hiftory  of  England,  voE  liU  p.  785-  Burnet's  biftory  of  his  owa 
limes,  vol.  ii.  p.  243.  Loodoo  Gaaette,  hP.  3601.  Painter's  chronological 
hiftoriao,  vol.  ii.  p.  4^2.  y  O1dmixon*s  biftory  of  the  Stuarts,  toI  iu 

p.  a  1 7.  Colttoina  roffrata,.  p.  V70,  x^l^  Bofchct's  na^  biftpry,.  book  v. 
d)«p»  lit. 
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Copenhagen,  and  the  Swedes  were  much  about  tbe  fame- dis- 
tance on  the  other  fide  of  the  grounds.  The  Danes  then  en- 
deaTOured  toamufe  the  admiral  with  an  account  of  a  treaty,  in 
hopes  that,  while  ic  was  negociating,  he  would  fufpend  hoftili- 
ties;  but  he^purfaed  the  fpirit  of  his  inftru£lions,  which  requi* 
red  him  to  promote  m»t  a  ncigociation,  but  a  peace  \  and  there- 
fore, being  informed  that  the  Swedifh  fleet  had  palled  the  chan- 
nel of  Flinterena  on  the  third  of  July,  he  failed  the  next  day, 
and  anchoring  off  Landfcroon,  the  Swedifii  fleet  joined  him  on 
the  fixth ;  updn  which  the  Danes  retired  into  their  harbour, 
where  they  were  very  weU.fecured;  and  though  the  united 
fleets  pretended  to  bombard  them  in  the  port  of  Copenhagen, 
yet  either  they  could  not>  -or  would  not,  da  them  nuich  mi(- 
chief. 

The  confederate  fleet  confifted  -of  fifty-two  4hips-of  the  line  ; 
but  as  fo  great  a  ftrength  was  not  ncceflary  to  keep  in  the  Danes^ 
part  was  detached  for  other  purpofes ;  for  there  were  fent  td 
Oottenburg  a  fourth  and  a  fifth  rate  of  the  Englifh,  and  three 
ihips  of  tbe  States-General,  to  cover  the  forces  which  the  king 
of  Sweden  intended  to  tranfport  40  Tonaingeo,  on  the  river  of 
Eydcr,  and  three  Englifli,  with  fix  Swedifh,  together  with  three 
Dutch  ihips,  were  ordered  into  the  fouth  channel  going  into  Co- 
penhagen, with  the  bomb.veflelsy  from  whence  they  bombarded 
the  Danilh  fleet  fome  hours,  but  not  with  much  greater  fuccefs 
than  before;  nor  did  thofe  on  our  fide  receive  any  damage  from 
their  fhells^  or  tbe  (hot  from  the  town,  the  ihips  and  the  pun- 
toons.  Preparations  were  now  Kiaking  ibr  a  vigorous  defcent 
in  Roge-bay,  and  between  Copenhagen  and  Eifinore  at  the  fame 
time;  but  the  winds  being  contrary,  thofe  troops  which  imbark- 
•d  at  Udftedt^  being  chiefly  horici  could  not  get  4)ver  to  the  bay 
before-mentioned,  as  was  intended,  fo  that  they  were  put  on 
fliore,  and  ordered  to  Landfcroon  and  Hdfingburg,«to  be  trans- 
ported from  thence ;  and  the  latter  end  of  July,  the  king  of 
Sweden  landed  with  about  &9C  thoufand  fioot,  near  four  miles 
on  this  fide  Elfinore,  without  any  great  lofs,  although  the  Danes 
bad  brought  down  a  body  of  horfe  and  foot,  and  three  or  four 
£eld-pieccs,  to  oppofe  them. 

^  Bonicfs  MAory  of  his  awn  liaies,  vol.  ii.  p.  444.    OUffiixott,  BnrchflC, 
and  the  Prcfenc  Aate  of  Earop«  for  the  year  1 700. 
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Thif  qnkk  motion  wm  intended  to  accderM  the  negoeiationt 
that  were  then  carrying  oni  and  it  had  the  defired  effeft ;  fer 
the  Dane«,  exeeiSvely  alarmed  at  fo  nnexpeded  a  proceedings 
fent  orders  to  their  plenipocentiariea  at  Trayendale  to  fign  the 
^eliminaries  on  the  terms  propofed  by  the  mediatdTB  |  «nd  this 
being  fignified  to  Sir  George  Rooke,  he  refiifed  to  let  the  com* 
bined  fleet  cover  any  longer  the  defcent  of  the  Swedes,  there 
being  o^gh  s^lready  done  tQ  fecure  a  pesice,  which  was  figned 
qn  the  eighteenth  of  Auguft^  1 7001  and  left  the  king  of  Sweden 
at  liberty  to  a^  againft  the  Czar  and  the  king  of  Poland,  who 
had  bqth  invaded  his  dominions  in  this  critical  junAure*. 

Thi$  whole  tranfaAion  was  extremely  honourable,  and  at 
the  fame  time  very  advantageous  to  the  maritime  powers,  who 
^annot,  s^s  I  o.bferved,  he  at  any  time,  coofiftent  with  their  in- 
tereftsy  tame  fpeAato^  of  a  war  in  the  north.  If  they  had  not 
tffii^ed  the  Swedes,  who  were  then  the  weakeft,  the  Danes 
w6uM  have  drawn  the  negoeiation  into  a  great  length,  while 
their  allies  were  diftreffing  the  king  of  Sweden  in  diSerent  parts 
of  his  dominions ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  combined 
fleets  had  a£ted  as  vigoroufly  a$  the  king  of  Sweden  would  have 
had  them,  the  ifland  of  Zealand  mud  have  been  reduced,  and 
perhaps  the  city  otf  Copenhagen  taken,  which  would  have  in- 
clined the  balance  too  m^ch  the  other  way.  This  was  the  true 
rcafbn  that  the  bombardment  hs^d  fo  little  cffcft,  and  Sir  George 
did  not  affect  %q  conceal  it :  for  when  king  Charles  complained 
to  him,  that  the  Englifh  bombs  flew  over,  and  the  Dutch  fell 
Ihort  of  the  Danifh  fleet,  and  that  he  wondered  the  maritime 

•  •  I 

powers  fisnt  fo  great  a  ftrength  to  do  nothing ;  admiral  Rooke 
anfwered  him  very  calmly,  ««  Sir,  I  was  fent  hither  to  fare 
!«  your  tnajefly,  but  not  to  ruin  the  king  of  Denmark.*^ 
If  Why  then,^  replied  the  king,  fmiling,  **  you  have  certainly 
•*  executed  your  commiOioni  and  have  made  fuch  a  war  a$  will 
V  make  a  peace.V 

When  the  bufinefs  was  done,  the  combined  fleets  returned^ 
and  the  Slates-General  were  fo  fenfible  of  the  prudent  manage- 


*  Corps  oniverfel  diplomtiqtie  ^n.  droit  des  ];ent,  rnm.  tti.  ptrt  li.  p.  480^ 
4t^S,  BDrnetf  Xbnoct,  toI.  Hi.  p.  jS6,  Mercare  biftoriquc  tod  polkiqor,  ton. 
xxix.  p.  xz6,  311. 
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pient  of  tbe  Englifii  admiral,  thai  thtj  thanked  his  inaj«(!y  for 
haYing  iatrofted  him  with  the  commffiioo.  I  cannot  help  ob« 
fervtng  upon  tiifs  occafion^  that  i^en  Sir  George  Rookewas  ib 
imlacky  as  to  labour  under  the  difpleafare  of  a  powerful  partf 
in  England}  he  was  known  and  acknowledged  in  Holland  to  be 
the  beft  officer,  and  th^  greateft  feaman  df  the  age.  This, 
perhaps,  was  tbe  reafon,  that,  notwith(laading  the  difference  of 
parties,  king  William  always  preferved  a  good  opinion  of  thii 
gentleman,  and  etnployed  hio^  as  long  at  he  lived  in  the  mo(^ 
important  commands. 

In  Scotland  things  ran  very  high  on  the  old  fubjeA  of  com* 
plaint,  tifz.  the  ruin  of  the  Darien  colony.  Things  were  prim* 
^  on  both  fides  on  purpole  to  inflame  the  minds  of  the  pieople,. 
and  many  thought  that  it  would  at  laft  have  created  a  breach 
between  the  two  nations.  The  coldne(s  of  the  king's  temper 
prevented  this ;  he  could  not  either  be  heated  by  the  Englifll 
reprefentations,  or  blown  into  a  pafiion  by  the  hafty  refolutions 
of  the  Scots  parliament ;  and  his  moderation  towards  eath  of 
them,  if  it  did  not  bring  them  both  to  a  good  temper,  which 
was  indeed  never  efFe^ed  in  his  reign,  yet  it  gave  htm  an  op- 
portunity to  keep  the  wifeft  people  in  England  and  in  Scotland 
firm  to  his  government,  while,  in  the  mean  time,  many  unfore- 
feen  accidents  brought  about  the  ruin  of  the  Scots  cotnpany  ; 
fo  that  the  ends  of  their  Englifli  adverfaries  were  anfwered, 
without  their  having  recourfe  to  any  harfii  means ;  for  after 
captain  Drummond  ran  away  with  tbe  Rifing  Sun,  and  engaged 
)n  fome  exploits  which  bad  too  much  the  air  of  piracy,  it  waa 
found  impraAicable  to  reftore  tbe  affairs  of  tbe  company,  though 
tbe  matter  hung  in  fufpence,  and  tbe  fire  of  difienfion  lay  raked 
up  under  the  embers  as  long  as  king  William  lived,  and  had 
like  to  have  blazed  out  in  the  reign  of  his  fucceflbr ;  as  will  ht 
hereafter  (hewn  in  its  proper  place  ^. 

We  are  now  to  return  to  affairs  nearer  home.  Tbe  death  of 
the  king  of  Spain  changed  all  the  affairs  of  Europe,  and  forced 
us,  who  had  fo  lately  made  a  very  neceflary  peace,  upon  a  new, 
fxpenfive,  and  dangerous  war,  contrary  to  the  genius,  at  leaft^ 
\f  not|  as  the  patriots  of  thofe  times  aflerted,  to  the  intereft  of 


t(  Keonct,  Barncf,  Burchct,  Oldmixon,  ^f. 
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the  nation  ^.  It  is  certain  that  the  king  did  all  he  could  to  avoid 
it)  and  that  this  was  the  great,  if  not  the  fole  foundation  of  the 
tmo  famous  partition  treaticS|  which  were  ib  much  exclaimed 
againft  by  thofe,  whofe  fteady  oppofitioo'to  a  war  had  firft 
brought  the  king  and  his  miniftry  Co  think  of  them. 

It  has  been  much  difputed,  whether  the  French  king  or  the 
confederates  meant  leaft  to  keep  chefe  treaties  when  they  were 
made ;  but  it  ib  falling  out,  that  the  French  king  had  a  fairer 
apportuoity  of  breaking  the  laft  than  the  confederate  princes^ 
this  furnifhed  them  with  an  opportunity  of  charging  him  with 
breach  of  fiiith,  and  forging  the  king  of  Spain's  will,  which, 
however,  were  things  believed  by  Aich  only  as  knew  little  of  the 
quatter,  fince  there  never  was  a  ftate-refolution  taken  with  bet- 
ter advice,  and  more  deliberation,  than  that  of  king  Charles  the 
Second's,  calling  the  duke  of  Anjou,  afterwards  king  Philip  V. 
to  the  fucceflion. 

It  has  been  alfo  faid,  that  the  proclaiming  the  prince  of  Wales 
^n  the  death  of  king  James  II.  by  the  French  king  was  one  of 
the  caufes  of  the  war ;  and  whoever  looks  upon  the  public  a£ls 
of  thofe  times,  I  mean  declarations,  addrelFcs,  votes,  {5V.  will 
think  the  hSt  certain.  Yet  I  am  pretty  confident  it  was  quite 
otberwife,  £nce  king  William  figned  the  grand  alliance  at  the 
Hague  a  week  before  king  James  died.  But  this  pretence  of  the 
f*rench  king's  breach  of  treaty  and  of  his  word  was  very  plaufi- 

^  Ta  order  to  be  fennble  of  this,  we  need  only  -caA  our  eyes  on  the  following 
paflkge  of  my  lord  Somers's  letter  to  king  WillUm;;  dated  from  Tunb ridge- vetis, 
Aogufl  x8,  ttfpS,  in  anfwer  to  one  written  by  the  king  in  relation  to  the  firft 
treaty  of  partition. 
V  **  The  (econd  thing  coofidered  was  the  very  ill  profpe<ft  of  what  was  like  to 

**  happen  upon  the  death  of  the  king  of  Spain,  in  cafe  nothing  was  done  prcvi- 
**  oofly  in  providing  againft  that  accident,  which  feemed  probaMy  to  be  very 
"  near,  th^  "king  of  France  having  fo  great  a  force  to  foch  a  rcadtncfsy  that  he 
"  was  in  a  condition  to  take  pnflcfCon  of  Spain,  before  any  other  prince  could  be 
**  able  to  make  a  fland.  Your  flnajeHy  is  the  be(V  judge  whether  this  be  the  cafe^ 
**  whn  are  fo  perftflfly  informed  of  the  circumdances  of  parts  abroad. 

**  But,  Co  far  as  relates  to  England,  it  would  be  want  of  duty  not  to  give 
**  your  majefty  this  clear  account :  That  there  is  a  deadoefs  and  want  of  fpirit  in 
**  the  nation  univerfally,  fo  as  not  at  all  to  be  difpofed  to  the  rhoHght  of  entering 
**  into  a  new  war ;  that  they  feemed  to  be  tired  out  wiih  taxes,  to  a  degree  be- 
•*  yond  what  was  difcerned,  till  it  appeared  upon  the  oceafion  of  the  late  cleOions. 
"*Thii  is  the  truili  of  the  fdO,  upon  which  yoar  majcfty  will  deccrxniae  what  re- 
**  folutions  are  proper  Co  be  uk^n." 
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ble»  and  therefore  it  was  very  prudent  to  lay  fo  great. ftrefs  up^ 
on  it»  becaufe  it  ferved  co  raife  the  refeatments  of  the  natiod^ 
and  to  excite  that  fpirit  that  was  wanting,  and  which  muck 
better  motives  never  would  have  raifed  ^» 

I  would  by  no  means  be  underftood  to  cenfure  lliis  war  ag 
unreafonable  or  unjuft;  in  doing  this  I  (hould  quit  my  charaQer 
as  an  hiftoriant  and  at  the  fame  time  write  contrary  to  my  opi- 
nion. All  I  aim  at  is  to  diftinguiih  grounds  from  pretences,  an4 
to  juftify  king  William*s  meafures  in  this  refpe£lfrom  their  true 
motives,  rather  than  from  thofe  which  were  ufed  only  to  colour 
them  m  compliance  with  the  nation's  temper  at  that  time.  The 
king,  who  was  a  very  wife  man,  and  a  cpnfummate  politician^ 
faw  plainly,  that  the  Spaniih  fucceiEon,  if  it  fell  entirely  into  the 
hands  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  would  leave  it  abfolutely  in  the 
power  of  that  houfe  to  give  law  to  the  reft  of  Europe,  and  to 
deftroy  that  independency  fo  necefTkry  to  Great  Britain  and  Hol« 
land,  which  yet  refults  from  the  balance  that  had  hitherto  beea 
kept  between  that  family  and  the  houfe  of  Auftria.  He  faw,  too, 
that  the  fenfe  which  other  powers  had  of  their  particular  grie*. 
Tances  and  immediate  danger  from  the  power  of  the  French 
king,  a£Ebrded  the  means  of  combining  fuch  a  force  as  might  be 
able  to  bring  that  monarch  to  reafon,  and  to  confent  to  fuch  an 
e(tabli(hment  as  would  leave  things  in  their  former  ftatc,  and 
fecure  the  feveral  potentates  of  Europe  in  the  poiTeflrion  of  their 
juft  rights. 


d  The  citation  in  the  laft  note  fofficiently  fliewc  the  kiog's  fentiments,  and 
ihofe  of  hU  ninifter,  opon  thii  fttbjeA;  and  therefore,  as  I  write  at  fuch  a  dil* 
tancc  of  time^  whe«  cruch  muft  be  ferviccable,  aod  can  do  no  hurt,  1  chink  X 
have  a  right  to  fpcik  plainly,  otherwife  I  ihouid  not  have  cxercifed  it.  Af  to  the 
addrcflcs  from  afl  part(  of  England,  (in  which  the  Fiench  I^ing't  character  is  vcr/ 
roQghlf  treated  on  acccunt  of  his  proclainrinjr  a  perfon  whom  fome  cill  prince 
of  Wales,  and  otheri  an  iaspoftor),  I  can  oh\y  fay,  that  it  tivas  politically  right 
at  that  time  ro  encourage  it.  But  as  to  the  perfidioufncfs  of  the  French  king, 
it  is  not  fo  clear  in  this  cafe,  becaufe  he  knew  at  the  time,  king  William  had  ne- 
jgociated  a  new  grand  ftUianct,  and  confequcntly  (lood  to  him  in  the  light  of  hit 
capital  enemy.  The  excnfe,  indeed,  he  made  for  proclaiming  the  fon  of  kinj^ 
James  was  trifling  and  difingenoout.  lie  faid  it  wa«  ik>  breach  of  the  treaty  of 
Ryfwick,  becaafe  he  gave  bim  the  titles  only  of  king  of  England,  &c.  but  did 
not  alEft  him  to  recover  them.  Ob  the  other  hand,  king  William  wrote  a  letter 
to  the  new  king  of  Spain,  to  felicitate  him  on  h»  acceiGon,  thoug!\  he  aever  iiw 
tended  to  own  hiic.    Thefe  are  a^s  of  porcy,  not  of  perfidy. 

This 
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.  This  induced  him  to  engage  reciprocally  Papifts  and  Prote« 
fiants  to  fupport  each  other'd  pretenfions ;  for,  by  the  grand  al- 
Ikmce,  Great  Britain  and  the  Stated  undertoc^  to  procure  fatts- 
fadion  to  the  Pope,  as^  on  the  other  hand,  the  emperor  and 
other  Catholic  princes  ftipulated  to  fupport  the  Proteftant  inte* 
reft,  and  maintain  the  rights  of  the  maritime  powers  in  refpe^  to 
their  commerce.  This  it  was  that  made  the  whole  a  common 
caufe ;  and,  though  thefe  articles  expofcd  the  alliance  ta  very 
popular  obje^ions  amongd:  party^men  at  home  and  abroad,  yet 
to  perfons  of  judgment  and  fagacity,  of  dear  heads  and  candid 
hearts,  nothing  could  recommend  it  more.  In  all  confederacies 
the  good  of  the  whole  muft  be  regarded,  and  to  this  the  pafti- 
cular  views  of  all  the  feparate  princes  and  powers  who  compofc 
It  muft  give  way  \  and  therefore  if,  conCdering  things  in  this 
light,  the  general  alliance  formed  againft  France  in  1701,  was 
right  and  well  founded,  all  the  cavils,  raifed  againftit  from  the 
party-lpirit  that  preyailed  here,  were  equally  frivolous  and  un* 
juftS 

When  the  refolution  was  once  taken  to  have  recourfc  again 
to  arms  in  order  to  prcfcrve  the  balance  of  power,  the  firft  cai^e 
was  for  the  fleet,  which  his  majefty  refolved  (hould  be  much 
fuptnor  to  that  of  the  enemy,  his  majcfty  being  extremely  fen* 
iible  of  the  ill  confequences  that  attended  the  want  of  this  faln- 
tary  precaution  at  the  beginning  of  the  laft  war.  Preparatory  to 
this  was  the  new  commiflion  of  the  admiralty  in  the  ipring  of 
the  year  1701,  at  the  head  of  wbich  was  placed  the  earl  of 
Pembroke,  a  man  univerfally  beloved  and  efteemed  ^. 

The  command  of  the  fleet  was  very  judiciouily  beftowed  upon 
Sir  George  Rooke,  who  on  the  fecond  of  July  went  on  board 
the  Triumph  in  the  Downs,  where  he  hoiftcd  the  flag.  He  foon 
after  failed  to  Spithcad,  where  be  was  fpecdily  joined  by  the  reft 
of  the  fleet,  confifting  of  forty-eight  fcips  of  the  litac,  bcfides 

«  Thif  is  the  fobflanM  of  sit  the  Oace  traAs  tbtt  were  written  in  thofe  dmef, 
■nd  wliicli  ferved,  is  rhey  generally  do,  only  to  pitzile  and  confonnd  t>coplc  ; 
whereas  we,  bciug  now  ont  of  the  reiich  of  their  inflocace,  fee  things  as  they  ^tu, 
and  are  able  to  crowd  the  fubftance  of  many  pamphlets  into  t  fiogle  para^ 
grapb« 

f  Rennet's  hiftofy  of  England,  vol.  lii.  p.  814.  Poiniet'l  cbtooological  hifti.* 
rian,  vol.  ii.  p.  46%,    Londvn  6aictt^»  H^.  36^». 

frigates^ 
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f  rlgatM)  fii^/htps,  ^d  fmall  veffids  K  He  had  under  him  fome 
of  the  greatefl  fcftttifn  of  the  age,  unt.  Sir  Cloiiddley  Shovtl, 
hit  Tlicrtoas  Hoplbti,  John  Benbow^  E%  and  Sir  John  Muit- 
den :  he  wad^  noc  long  after^  reinforced  by  fifteen  Dutch  men  of 
war  of  the  line,  beikles  frigates  and  fmaU  vcS(A9,  under  the 
commaild  of  tientenanr-adnliral  Allenrionde^  vice-admiral  Van« 
dergoes,  and  rear-^admiral  Waefleniar. 

The  whole  fleet  w&s  obliged  to  wait  at  St.  Helen's  until  the 
middle  of  Atigtif^  for  tram  of  provifions ;  and  when  he  put  tof 
fea,  the  wind  blew  in  a  few  houri  fo  high,  that  he  Waft  con-rf 
ftrained  to  put  ba^k  again  into  Torbay.  Towards  the  latter  eni( 
X)(  the  month  he  failed  from  thence,  and  the  fecond  of  September 
Be  decadhed  vit^admiiral  Benbow  with  a  ftout  fqoadron  for  the 
Vfefk  Indies  t  and  as  this  was  the  principal  bufinefs  of  Ihefleef^ 
•And  indeed  a  thing  in  itfelf  of  the  higheft  importance,  tbeadmi'' 
ral  detached  it  hrottg  fquadron  of  Englifh  (hips  under  the  cOm*J 
mand  of  Sir  John  Munden,  and  ten  fail  Of  Dutch  men  of  wai',* 
beiides  frigates^  under  rear-admiral  Waeflenaar,  to  fee  the  Weft 
India  fquarfiiDtt  well  Into  the  feu.  The  l^rench  expcflEcd  that  thi^ 
fleet  would  have  afloalljr  proceeded  to  the  Mediterrarierfn,  awd 
»t  was  to  coi^firm  them  tn  this  belief,  we  had  demanded  the  fretf 
ufe  of  t^e  Spanift  harbours :  but  thh  #as  only  to  conceal  things^ 
nnd  to  gain  an  opportunity  of  fending  a  fquadron  esirly  to  ib6 
IVeft  Indies^  without  piittlilg  it  in  the  power  of  the  French  to 
procure  atiy  ctz&  actount  of  its  firength :  the  skdntirsrl,  after 
performing  thisj  cfui2ed  accioirding  to  hi$  inftrufiions  for  fom^ 
time,  and  then  returned  with  the  largeft  (hips  into  the  Downs  ^ 

After  this  fleet  was  feilt  to  fea^  hts  majefty,  on  the  1 8th  of 
;|anuary)  thought  proper  to  fevdke  his-ldtcers^patent  to  tht  com* 

S  Bnrcbet's  oaval  hldory^,  p.  $88.  Mercure  biftorique  et  politique,  tome  xtt^ 
p*  5P7»  ^99-     London  0«£et(c,  N°.  3700,  }7ao.  . 

>»  Burchcc's  naral  history,  bo  )Jc  v;  ch.  4.  Burnet*c  hiftory  of  his  a^ro  tiibe', 
vol.  ii>  p.  a88.  McrcUre  hiftorique  et  polkiqucj  tome  xlxi.  p.  z8x,  453.  Sone 
of  rhefe  people  fcem  to  find  fault  with  Sir  Gearge  Rooke  on  accoiiot  of  bi*  doinK 
Utile  while  he  wat  at  Tea  with  {o  grea:  1  fleet.  But  the  merit  of  this  admiral  was, 
that  he  alwayi  knew,  and  did  whit  was  to  be  done.  Thif  wis  a  fleet  of  amure*- 
itocnr,  the  war  wai  not  declared,  and  therefore,  the  longer  Sir  George  c»iUd  keep 
the  French  and  their  allies  in  fufpencc,  the  greater  kr^'ict  be  did;  though,'  with-, 
out  this  key,  hafty  people  night  miftake  the  thing,  aad  believe  be  did  no  ferrice 
at  all. 

VoU.  IL  3  T  miflioncrs 
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milBoners  of  the  admiraky,  and  to  appoint  the  right  honourable 
Thomas  earl  of  Pembroke  and  Montgomery i  lord  high-admiral 
of  England  and  Ireland,  and  of  the  forefgn  plantations  K  The 
defign  of  thi$i  promotion  was  to  be  rid  of  the  difadvantagcs  at* 
tending  a  board :  and  this  end  it  anTweved  perfedly ;  for  his 
lordlhip  immediately  fent  away  captaui  Edanund  Loades  to  Ca- 
diz to  bring  homd  the  fea  (lores,  and  the  merchants  effeds^  bc- 
Ibre  the  war  broke  out,,  as  alfo  two  hulks  that  had  been  left  in 
that  harbour,  from  the  time  o£  the  laft  war,  for  the  greater  con- 
veniency  of  careening  our  (hips  which  remained  in  that  port^ 
This  the  captain  with  his  fmall  rquadron,.con&ftingbut  of  three 
frigates,  eSedtually  performed^* 

His  lordfhip  alfo  took  the  like  care  of  our  trade  in  all  other 
parts,  and  by  his  extraordinary  prudence,  remarkable  patience^ 
and  being  very  eafy  of  accefs,  gave  much  more  fatisfaAion  ta 
the  mcrclxanta.  and  to  the  officers  of  the  fleet,  than  any  of  the 
boards  of  admiralty,  fince  they  were  firft'  introduced,  had  ever 
done.  Indeed  his  lordihip^s  merit  and  fiiccefs  in  this  arduous 
employment  waSvCo  conspicuous  and  fo  univerfally  acknowledged, 
that  it  is  not  eafy  to  under(bind  upon  what  principles  the  ma* 
nagement  of  the  fleet  was  changed  in  the  enfuing  year,  except 
that  it  might  be  thought  neceflary  to  raife  prince  George  of 
Denmark  to  that  dignity,  that  he  might  appear  to  have  had  a 
principal  concern  in  advifing  and  managing  afiairs ;  wkicfa^ 
how^ever,  was  in  this  refpcAbut  very  little  to  his  royal  highnefs's^ 
advantage,,  as  will  be  fliewn  in  our  account  of  tranfa^ons  un> 
der  the  next  reign  >i. 

The  war  was  now  the  great  obje&  of  our  councils  as  well  as 
thofe  of  France,,  though  hkherto  it  was  not  declared,,and  nego- 
ciations  were  fiill  carried  on  in  Holland,,  as  if  both  parties  had 

I  Kcjinet,  vol.  iii.  p.  83,1.  P(^mer*l^  ctironotbfical  brtforian,  vol.  H.  p.  470; 
Juofidon  GittitCyN^,  377^  k  Bureher't  naval  hi(h>ry,  book  ▼.  cb.  7-. 

t  This  is  a  fXtang  proof  of  Hing  William *s  juftice  and  good  fenfe;  BAaciy  of  the 
onemies  of  that  pftince  have  remarked,  that  he  introduced  here  the  Dutch  co> 
ftokn  of  boardi,  by  putting  aP.  great  offices  into  coimniflbn  j  but  ftitberto  no  b  >- 
df  ha»  remarked,  that,  when  he  refolved  to  enter  into  a  (ecood  geoerat  war,  be 
very  piudtatly  and  honeflly  altered  this  method  in  fb«  navy,  by  appointing  a 
lord  high-admiral;  which  fhcws,  that  he  was  more  intenr»n  the  nation's  hnag 
welt  ferved  at  fea,  tikan  on  tok  minidcrt  being  welK  fupport^d  in  the  bouie  of 

inclined 
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inclined  totin  amicable  determination  of  thefe  differencea,  which 
"was,  however,  the  'intention  of  neither.  The  expe£lation  of  a 
rupture  made  onr  fea  officers  exceedingly  alert,  and  put  them 
upon  (hewing  their  mettie  fbmetimes  a  little  too  much.  For  ir>- 
ftance,  themarqais  of  Caermarthen's  yacht 'fired,  upon  a  French 
(hip  in  the  harbour  of  Rotterdam  to  oblige  her  to  ftrike,  which 
4hc  did  immediatdy.  The  commander  of  the  yacht,  not  iatisfied 
with  this,  'fern  for  the  maAer  of  the  French  ve&l  onboard,  and 
obliged  him  to  pay  twelve  livres  for  the  fhot.  This  was  com* 
plained  of  by  count  tfAvaur,  the  French  miriifter,  in  very  high 
terms ;  and  it  is  very  probable,  that  the  States  would  have  ex- 
prefled  their  diflike<of  it  at  another  feafon,  hat  things  were  then 
in  fuch  fituation,  that  it  was  not  thought  proper  to  animadvert 
on  thefe  accidents,  whatever  might  have  been  thought  of  them 
at  another  time.  The  States  indeed  were  obliged  to  nnke  them- 
selves clofer  than  ever  to  Great  Britain,  fince  their  fafety,  as  well 
as  ours,  depended  H»n  the  force  of  this  aUiance^  as  that  did  OA 
our  union  ". 

In  the  midfi  of  thefe  preparations,  however,  care  was  taken 
of  a  point  which  nearly  concerned  trade,  and  that  was  the  uni- 
ting the  two  Eaft  India  Companies,  which  was  done  under  an 
z€t  of  arbitration,  wherein  lord  Godolphin  and  Mr.  Harley,  af- 
terwards earl  of  Oxford,  were  for  the  old  company,  and  lord 
Halifax  for  the  new.  By  this  inftrument  it  was  agreed,  that  the 
old  company*s  flock  in  the  funds  fhould  be  transferred  to  tht 
new,  and  that  the  old  company  Ihould  purchafe  of  the  new  as 
much  of  their  ftock  as,  with  that  which  was  transferred  by  the 
old,  (hould  make  up  a  moiety  of  the  whole  capital  of  the  united 
companies.  The  old  company  were  likewife  to  give  an  equivalent 
for  the  new  company's  dead  flock.    Daring  (even  years  each 


"»  Thij  neadtnefs  of  the  Statei  was  cTiiefl^  owing  lo  rticir  conCidenct  in  long 
WilliiiD,  which^  without  qneOion,  induced  them  to  enter  into  this  long  and 
dangerous  war,  though  they  were  fo  much  exhaulied  by  the  former.  His  majeOy 
no  doubt  preiled  them  to  it,  becaufe  he  thought  it  their  inicrtn,  as  it  really  was, 
and  ours  too.  Yet  luch  has  been  the  violence  of  2>artics,  that  the  Tories  here 
liave  charged  king  William  with  making  us  principals  in  this  war  to  ferve  the 
Du;^,  while  the  patriots  in  Holland  have  loaded  his  memory  with  the  imputa- 
tion of  facrificing  the  intereft  of  the  republic  to  thofe  of  his  three  kingdoms.  It 
Is  hard  to  fay  which  is  mofl  wonderful,  the  wifdoio  and  integrity  of  the  king,  or 
tjie  bgratttude  of  the  people  in  both  countries. 

3  T  2  company 
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o0xnjK(ny  w^s  to  hs^? e  an  ^qijutl  power  in  the  adount^atipQ  of 
tj^e  fua4  and  trade  |  and  tp  that  f pd  twelve  pcrfbos  w^c  to  be 
yearly  appointed  by  th^  general  courts  of  eapb  comipaoy  refpec* 
tivelyi  who  were  to  be  Ayle4  Mamage&s  of  thb  uyiTEo 
7R4P.^  TQ  Ii9|>lA  ;  and|  after  tbefe  feven  year$  were  ei^pircd, 
the  old  eonpjiaDy  were  (o.  f\irreadcr  their  charter^  and  the  new 
<;ompany  was  thenceforward  to  change  it$  ftylc,  and  to  be  calle4 
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ij^AST  IijPiBs:  ai\d  this  agrceoaen^  was  the  fpuDdation  af  tfaac 
company  which  has  fvibfifled  with  fo  great  credit  to  tbemielYes^ 
f  nd  ^neQ^  to.  the  iiation^^  ever  iince  ^» 

One  of  the  hR,  a£b  of  king  Williani'4  adminifl;ra.tipQ»  was  a 
iblemn  meff^^e  tp  the  lower  boufe  of  parliament,  in  rdation  to 
-^n  union  between  &iglaud  and  Scptland|  in  which  he  faidj  <*  H« 

V  diQulU  edeem  it  a  peculiar  felicity,  id  during  bis  reign,  fame 
<<  happy  expedient  for  making  both  Ipngdoms  one  might  takQ 
M  .place,  and  therefore  he  was  extremely  deQrous  a  treaty  foe 

V  this  purpofe  might  be  fet  ou  foot,  which  he  therelbre  recoai-« 
*<  mended  in  the  moft  earned  qaap^er  tp.  the  houfc  of  cpmnoi|s«'*< 
|n  copipliauce  with  fhis  meiTage  the  boufe  did  appoint  a  day  t^, 
f  onfider  pf  the  proppfition  contained  therein ;  bi\t  the  death  of 
the  king  prevented  their  con^iing  to  any  rcfplution. . 

before  this  happened,  however^  they  refolved  that  toK^J  thoa- 
fand  xpen  (hould  be  granted  for  ^he  fervice  of  the  fleet  in  the  en* 
fuing  year,  and  (be wed  fuch  an  inclination  to  enter  heartxly^into 
^m  the  meafures  neceiTary  to  render  the  grand  alliance  effedual 
towards  ^be  end?  for  which  it  was  made,  that  the  French,  who. 
little  expe£led  chat  fuch  a  fpifi^  would  be  Hiewn  in  this  parli^-* 
inent,  were  much  furprized,  as  eaCly  fprefeeiag  that  the  new  war 
^ould  diftreCi  (hem  mij^b  tnoi^e  than  the  old  had  ever  done,  be- 
^aufe  it  was  like  to  be  better  managed^* 

Iriis  extraordinary  attention  to  bufinefs  is  thought  to  have  hail 

^ened  the  lying's  deceafe,  which  happened  on  ^e  ^th  of  March, 

...         . . .  .  ^  .  ^  ^ 

»  Bnrnet'f  hlfti>r^  of  his  own  xUnti^  vol,  i^.  p.  %^6» 

^  I  do  not  take  this  upon  the  credit  of  Larrey  and  '^ther  hi^/'^i^'^s  of  bif  ranir, 
W  from  the  be(l  French  memoirs  that  I  have  met  with,  in  which  it  if  confc(|eti, 
(hat  their  court  w^f  deceived  by  the  flroiig  an4jrance&  Ktven  them  by  the  Utc 
kind's  party,  wl^o,  to  do  them  jiiHice,  were  in  all  probability  deceived  tbcm- 
fcJvci, 

1701.2, 
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l79l-3»  about  pg1)t  in  the  iiKvaing.  do  died,  as  be  lireds  with 
great  Aeadin^s-of  xnind^  and  fliewcd  bimielf  in  his  \^&  moments 
aa  much  a  hero  as  be  had  ever  dope  io  the  field*  )  QUgbt  npif 
^  fay  ibmewbat  of  thU  princess  €hai*a£^er|«nd  to  fum  up  all  vith 
a  general  view  p£  the  capital  events  in  his  reign  |  but  as  I  havo 
already  treated  very  copioufly  of  fqch  as  hs^ve  any  affinity  with 
the  principal  deQgn  of  ^ bis  wor|c,  and  as  the  fame  pf  kipg  WiU 
)iam  ULI.  ftands  in  no  need  of  my  feeble  s^iftance,  I  ihall  con^ 
tent  myfeif  with  laying,  that  never  ^ny  prince  better  uqderftood 
the  general  intcreft  of  Europe,  or  purfued  it  with  greater  firm- 
nel3|  apd  that  wliatever  qnlucky  accidents  fe])  out  in  his  reijgni 
to  the  prejudice  of  our  affairs,  were  not  fo  much  owing  to  any 
miftakes  in  his  conduct,  as  to  the  circumftanccs  of  the  times^ 
pur  owq  unfortunate  divifions,  and  the  fatal  confrquences  of 
both  ^ 

The  otdy  thing  now  left  to  be  performed,  before  we  proceed 
to  iinpther  chapter,  is  the  coUe^ng,  as  far  as  the  {lender  me* 
anoirs  that  have  come  to  our  b^ods  will  ^Uonr,  (om^  account  of 
the  moft  eminent  feamen  who  died  in  this  reign  \  and  in  treating 
of  thefe  the  veader  is  defircd  to  remember,  that  no  party  is  ef» 
poufed  I  tl^at  every  man  is  confidered  as  a  perfon  of  worth  and 
honour  fo  f^ir  as  he  parfucd  his  principles,  and  was  juft  to  the 
prince  he  fef  vedf  and  ^ithful  to  the  intereft  of  his  country.  By 
the  help  of  this  neceiTary  and  well  foiinded  diftindlion  we  ihail 
be  able  to  do  ftriGt  juftiee  to  all  ihofe  brave  men  who  expofed 
their  lives  in  their  country^s  fervice  at  fea,  pf  what  party  Ibever 
they  were, or  were  reputed;  which,  however^ hath  been  fddom 
done  in  a  work  of  this  kind,  where,  generally  fpeaking,  the  he** 
roes  are  all  on  one  fide,  and  there  are  none  but  indifferent  peo* 
pie  on  the  other :  whereas  in  truth  there  is  no  foundation  for 
iuch  charaAers,  honeft  and  brave  men  being  found  alike  on  both 
fides,  though  they  have  fometime^  had  the  misfortune  to  be  ha- 
led and  defamed  by  fuch  as  have  lefs  regard  to  merit  than  opiv 

P  Th«  ire«4flr,  if  K<  it  uiclinc*!  f  pnifiiit  this  fabjeA  farther,  mvf  confult  Kea* 
jpec,  Borntr,  Otdmiyon,  the  life  of  Kiog  Williafn*  ^c.  where  he  will  of  tea  fiii4 
that  flattery  if  a^  daogeious  to  the  reptitaiion  of  a  prince  as  prejudice  itfell 
Some  wriierf,  oqi  of  pure  seal,  woald  make  king  Williao  oaarc  tbaa  osaa;  ami 
otberi,  blinded  by  owliee,  refafe  to  fee,  what  his  a^ionf  aiade  ?ifible  to  all  the 
work),  that  be  was  ooe  of  the  greateft  bwbi  and  one  of  the  wifcft  priacet,  in 
every  rcfpcA^  of  the  age  ii|  which  be  llycd* 

nion, 
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nion,  and  who  thought  (t  cxcufable  to  r^fc  a  clamour  againft  a 
great  tnan  in  an  oppofite  intereft,  though  thry  were  feoGble  this 
clamour  fprung  from  prrjudicc,  and  not  any  love  to  juftice. 
Thcfc  refleftions  I  thought  neccffary,  to  prevent  the  reader's 
being  furprized  by  what  he  meets  with  in  the  following  pages, 
wherein  I  have  as  much  difregarded  the  common  cry,  as  I  have 
been  careful,  by  an  accurate  comparifon  of  fa£b,  to  come  as 
near,  in  every  inftance  as  I  could,  to  the  nalced  truth,  which, 
when  difcoverod)  I  have  not  either  exaggerated  or  concealed. 

MEMOIRS  of  GEORGE  LEGGE,  Baron  of 

Dartmouth,  &c. 

IF  remarkable  loyalty,  and  a  fteady  adherence  to  the  intereft 
of  the  prince  who  raifed  him,  joined  with  all  the  abilities  re- 
quifite  to  fill  the  many  high  employments  he  po^ffed,  ought  to 
render  the  memory  of  a  man  valuable  to  poilerity,  then  the  me- 
moirs of  lord  Dartmouth  deferve  our  utmoft  attention ;  for  he 
was,  even  in  the  opinion  of  fuch  as  were  not  his  friends,  one  of 
the  ableft  and  beft  men  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  or,  to  ex- 
prefs  it  in  the  words  of  a  writer  who  ought  always  to  meet  irith 
credit  when  he  fpeaks  well  of  the  dead,  **  the  wcftthieft  noble- 
<*  man  of  the  court  of  king  James  IK  *»  **  to  whofe  fortunes  he 
adhered,  though  he  had  always  oppofed  with  firmneis  thecoan- 
fels  which  were  the  caufes  of  his  diih^efs. 
*  The  family  of'  Legge  came  <rwer  hither  from  Italy,  where  to 
this  day  the  eldeft  branch  are  nobles  of  Venice'.  Here  in  Eng- 
land there  are  two  flourifhing  families  of  this  name ;  one  in 
Herefordlhire,  the  other  fettled  at  Legge's  Place  near  Tunbridge 
in  Kent^  from  whom  the  prefenc  earls  of  Danmouth  are  line^ 

*  <J  The  anthor  mentioned  in  rfic  tcKt  is  Bi(hop  Burnet,  whofe  chafs^er  cf  tbit 
tiobte  Icud  is  to  be  fn«iid  towards  the  end  of  his  firfl  vdtmiie.  What  he  fays  of 
him  is  fo  juft  and  generous,  that  it  deferves  tiie  reader's  notice.  That  prelate, 
fpeaking  of  4he  vneafmera  ktn^  J^tnts  was  trnderxm  the  fitting  cmt  of  the  Duteh 
Heet  in  1688,  and  of  the  pr^pdrations  be  made  for  the  defending  bimfelf,  pro* 
«eeds  thus :  **  He  recalled  Strickland,  attd  gave  the  command  to  the  I'^rd  Dart- 
**  Kiomh,  who  was  indeed  one  of  the  worthieft  men  of  hie  coort;  He  loved  htm, 
**  and  had  been  long  in  his  fervice  and  in  hi&  confidence,  but  was  much  agai-  ft 
^<  MJthc  coaduA  cf  hfis  a^airs;  yet  he  reibUcd  to  (lick  to  him  at  all  hazards.'* 
'  Uift.  de  Vcnifr,  par  \c  Sieur  Amclor,  de  la  Houflai^  toQK  ii. 

defcendents. 
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defcendents^  as  coining  in  a  dire^  line  from  Thomas  Lei^ge  of 
that  place,  who  was  iheriiF  of  London  in  x  344^  twice  ]ord*a^:iyor> 
and  twice  recrefentati ve  for  the  city  in  parliament  *• 

1^  the  reign  of  Henry  VIL  the  fanuly  fettled  in  Jr^land^ 
where  Edward  Legge»  Efqj  was  vice-prelidcnt  of  M^nft^r,  and 
died  in  the  year  1616^  leaving  behind  him  a  very  numerous  po» 
fierity,  viz.  fix  Tons  and  feven  daughters,  all  of  them  diftinguilh-i- 
cd  by  their  great  merit,  and  feveral  of  the  daughters  efpeciallyy 
by  living  to  a  very  extraordinary  age  ^  Elilabeth,  the  eldeft,  to 
io5»  Margaret,,  who  married  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  to  upwards  of 
100,  and  Anne,  the  wife  of  William  Anthony,  £fq^  who  died 
in  170a,  aged  I02  K  But  let  us  now  return  to  theperfon  whofe 
anions  we  are  to  record. 

He  was  the  eldeft  fon  of  the  famous  colonel  William  Legge, 
groom  of  the  bed-chamber  to  king  Charles  L  and  a.moft  con-- 
^ant  follower  of  all  bis  fortunes..  Soon  after  the  reftoration,  hi» 
father  thought  proper  to  fend  him  to  fea  under  the  care  of  that 
gceat  and  gallant  admiral.  Sir  Edward  Spragge,  in  the  firft 
Dutch  war  in  1665^  ,whea  Mr.  Leggc  was  barely  feventecn  "^ 
He  diftinguiihed  himfclf  in  all  the  a£iio|u  of  that  and  the  fuc* 
ceeding  year  by  fuch  remarkable  teftimonies  of  condu6»  a^  well 
as  courage,  that  in  tbofe  days,  when  joaval  preCermenta  were 
earned  before  they  were  enjoyed^  be  was  without  envy  raifed  ta 
the  command  of  the  Pembroke  in  16671  when  he  wa$yetilK>rt 
of  twenty,  a  preferment  which  did  him  as  much  bgnour  as  any 
l>e  afterwards  obtained^. 

After  the  peace,  he  applied  hlmlelf  afliduoully  tathe  ftudy  of 
the  mathematics^  eipccially  to  fuchbranches  of  that  exxenfi  ve  fci« 
ence  as  have  relation  to  the  military  art  ^  and,  having  attained 
to  great  ikill  as  an  engineer,  he  was  employed  by  his  roajefty  in 

•  See  Fabian's  chronic!;,  vol.  it.  p.  119,  224,  230.  edit,  jssg-'  He  fcrved  the 
cfBce  of  k>rd*roay6rin  1347,  and  again  in  13^4.  Seowe'f  fiirvcy  of  London,  p. 
5t$.edlt.  t#0  3,  4te.  As  tohlibeingiiipariiftntcntfor  thecity,  lhavethatin&MS«. 
lift  of  members  for  London,  i»  which  it  appears- he  was  ehofen  in  ^^49  and  ^35^^ 

t  Theft  particulars  are  tKiefly  culleAed  frdm  the  memotrs  of  the  famHv^ 
though  they  are  likewifo  confirmed  by  t'cveral  monumental  inlcriptions. 

u  The  reafon  of  his  going  to  fca  under  Sir  £d«ard  Spragge  was,  becaofd.  of  hit 
near  relation  to  the  Legge  family,  his  mother  being  fecond  fiftcr  to  colonel  Wil- 
liam Legge,  this  genileman*s  father. 

w  TkU  and  leveral  o(h«r  pirtkulati  are- taken  from  the  fmnily-memoSrc. 

that 


that  cbaraftefi  and  in  1669  fuceeededhts£itli€f  iti  tbe  comi&aikl 
of  an  independent  companj  of  foot.  Ip  1 67 1  he  was  made  c«p^ 
tain  of  the  Fairfax,  and^  in  1671,  of  the  Roja)  GathaHne,  m 
which  he  ferved  with  the  bigheft  reptstationi  having  beat  the 
Dutch  out  who  boarded  her  while  ihe  was  fidking,  and,  alter 
he  had  flopped  her  leaksi  bronght  bet  ikfe  into  harboor  j  in 
which  defperate  fervice  he  rcccired  fever al  woundii.  In  acknow*' 
ledgment  of  this  and  othernfiarks  of  military  virme  (hewn  intfaat 
memorable  year,  he  wa^,  towards  tbe  end  of  it,  made  liemenaiit«& 
governor  of  Portivnouth,  andeir  his  royal  highnefs  James  dttke  of 
York ;  in  1673  he  was  made  gdvernor  of  that  pkice,  and  arth^ 
fame  time  maderof  the  hurfe,  and  gentleman  of  tbe  bed-chambei^ 
to  the  duke  *. 

In  1677  he  was  added  as  an  affiftant  in  the  board  of  c^dnance^ 
with  a  falary  of  300  Lfer  Antmrn^  and  the  fame  year  was  prc^ 
xkioted  to  the  rank  of  Hetrtenam-gcneral  of  the  ordnance,  and  h^ 
adfo  a  regiment  of  foot  beftoived  upon  him.  Tbefe  extraordinary 
marks  of  royal  favour  were  foon  followed  by  ftill  greater  teftimo^ 
nies  of  efteem  and  confidence;  for  in  t^fri  heWasfWomof 
the  privy-counetl  to  kitig  Charles  If.  and  in  1682  had  a  fpeci^ 
commHfion  to  review  all  the  ibrts  and  garriibns  throngbont  the 
kingdom  of  England,  and  was  affo  conftitutedand  appointed 
commander  in  chief.  On  the  fecond  of  December,  in  the  fame 
year,  be  was,  by  letters-^patentj  raifcd  to  the  dignity  of  a  peer  of 
this  reakn  by  the  title  of  baron  of  DartmtJtrth  in  the  county  of 
Devon ;  with  remainder,  in  cafe  of  failure  of  hi^  iffue-nrale,  to 
his  brother  'Willfam  Legge,  £%  and  his  iflbe;  and,  In  the  pre* 
amble  of  tbe  patent,  his  own  and  hts  father's  lervices  are  very 
juftly  and  grtttcfully  acknowledged  ^ 

In 

X  Seethcmenoir&of  the  Dutch  war,  p«  119. 

y  The  preamble  of  thif  patent  recites,  **  That  hit  i&«jeftr  ratembflriii^  ch6 
<<  ^r«ac  ncrUs  of  Witliam  Legfe,  one  of  the  groom t  of  the  rofii  bcd-chaahor 
<*  .to  his  l»te  faliher  kiog  Charlet  I.  efpeeullt  '»  t^«t  onpar»l!el«d  rtbeiiioo  ndfed 
"  igainft  biffli  in  vhkh  being  a  perfoaof  ftnguUr  fluU  and  ez|»eiionot  in  BtifiA 
■*  tary  alLirs,  as  alfo  a  valiaiM  and  expert  commander*  be  faithfafiy  AiVed  hiat 
*(  iii  pDoft  of  the  battleaaad  fiegea  of  tbo(e  tmhappy  timeai  alfo  perlbnacd  §e* 
**  veral  emioeac  Cervices  10  the  faid  king  fifioe  hit  mod  happy  tedomioa  t  an^ 
«  farther  coofidering  chat  George  Leftge,  eldift  ion  of  tbe  £ild  WUliam,  ffllWv* 
««  ing  bis  father's  Aeps  in  divers  military  employmeatty  efj^edaUr  ia  tedvy 
<*  IhiTp  and  dsiigerons  oaral  fightS|  wherein  be  did  freely  hazard  bis  life  s  foe 

«•  wfakk 
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Irt  16831  the  king  finding  it  impoffible  tofopport  the  gaitifon 
t>f  Tangled  cttt  of  his  own  revenue,  and  having  little  hopes  of 
bbtaintng  anjr  fappl]r  for  that  purpofe  from  a  parliament  (his 
lad  having  fliewn  a  remarkable  diflike  tO  the  keeping  up  of  forces 
there),  refolved,  notwhhftanding  the  immenfe  fums  it  hdd  coft 
him  in  fortifying  the  place,  and  in  building  a  mole,  which  ren- 
dered the  port  both  eonvenient  and  fafe,  to  deftroy  the  wbolei 
and  to  bring  back  the  troops  he  had  there  into  England^  The 
management  of  this  affair  required  great  fccrecy,  and  much  con« 
du£l  in  the  commander  in  chief,  and  this  probably  determined 
the  king  to  make  ufe  of  lord  Dartmouth^  who  was  appointed  go- 
vernor of  Tangier,  and  general  of  his  majeftj^s  forces  in  Africa^ 
&8  "wtU  as  admird  of  the  fleet,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  execute 
his  inftru£tions,  which  he  did  very  exaAly  and  effeAually ;  fy 
that,  on  his  return  home,  the  king  was  pleafed  to  make  him  a 
grant  of  10,000 1.  as  a  reward  for  that  fervicei  befides  other  ac» 
knowledgments  '• 

iTpon  the  acceffion  of  king  James  IL  his  lordfhip  met  with  all 
the  teftimonies  of  royal  fatour  and  friendfhip  which  his  many 
fervices,  aAd  dnfpotted  fidelity  to  that  prince,  deferred ;  for  he 
not  only  continued  him  in  all  the  offices  he  then  poflefTed^  but 
raifed  him  alfo  to  pods  of  ftill  greater  confequence ;  fo  that  he 
was  at  once  mafter  of  the  hotfe  to  the  king,  general  of  the  ord« 
nance,  conftable  of  the  Tower  of  London,  captain  of  an  iiide« 
pendent  company  of  foot,  and  one  of  the  privy-council. 

Thefe  employments  he  executed  with  fo  great  diligence  and 
reputation,  that  he  ftood  as  high  in  the  favour  of  the  people  as 
he  did  in  that  of  his  prince,  and  was  always  confidered  as  the 
greateft  encourager  of  merit,  and  the  mod  upright  man  in  the 
adminiftration  of  public  affairs,  that  the  age  produced*  He  pre« 
ferved  the  afFedion  and  confidence  of  his  mafter  to  the  laft,  and 
yet  he  was  fo  far  from  giving  in  to  the  king's  fatal  inclination! 

"  which  refpeO  being  made  general  of  the  ordnslnce  and  artillery,  slod  oM  of 
**  hit  mod  bon  jurahle  privy  council,  hii  majcfly  thought  6t  to  digoiff  hia  with 
•*  ibme  fariher4)onoUr,'*  &c. 

s  Particularly  a  graot  of  ^fair  fo  be  held  twice  a-year,  and  «  market  twice  a« 
week,  upon  BUckhcatb  hi  the  parifli  of  LewiQiarti  in  the  county  of  Rent*  It  may 
tiot  be  amifi  to  obferve  here,  that  the  greateft  difficulty  tn  executing  his  commif* 
fion  in  Tangict-  was  to  blow  up  all  the  works  there,  without  expofing  the  garrifon 
to  the  Moors ;  which  /crvicc  he  performed  with  equal  caution  and  faccefs. 
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to  Poperjr  and  arbitrary  government,  that  he  oppofed  all  coon- 
iels,  looking  either  way,  with  much  firmnefs  and  freedom, 
though  he  took  care  to  reftrain  all  his  remonftrances  within  the 
juft  bounds  of  decency  and  duty  *• 

In  1 68 7  king  James  making  a  fhort  progrefs,  and  lord  Dart* 
mouth  attending  him  therein  at  Coventry,  the  dcy  presented  bis 
majefty  with  a  large  gold  cup  and  cover,  which  he  immediately 
gave  to  bis  lordihip,  and  that  too  with  a  compliment  as  generous 
and  as  acceptable  as  the  prefent.  <*  I  would  have  your  lord(hip/^ 
laid  he,  <<  receive  this  cup  and  cover  as  a  mark  of  the  city  of 
**  Coventry's  concern  for  the  fuffcrings  of  your  father  in  it/^ 
For,  in  the  time  of  the  civil  wars,  old  colonel  William  Legge 
had  remained  long  a  prifoner  in  Coventry^gaol^  after  being  taken 
at  the  battle  of  WQrcefter<>. 

When  it  was  abfolutely  certain  that  the  prince  of  Orange  in* 
tended  to  invade  England,  king  James  £iw  the  neceiBty  of  em- 
ploying fome  more  confiderable  perfon  than  Sir  Roger  Strick- 
land, who  had  hitherco  commanded  the  fleet,  and  whofe  being 
a  Papift,  though  it  recomnvended  him  to  that  truft,  rendered  him 
very  di&gree^le  to  the  feamen.  In  this  fituation  of  things  bis 
majefty  certainly  made  a  very  proper  choice  of  lord  Dartmouth 
for  the  important  office  of  admiral,  fince  no  man  had  greater 
abilities,  fcarce  any  fo  great  an  affe^on  for  his  majefty's  perfon, 
or  fo  hearty  a  zeal  for  bis  intereft* 


*  Prefent  (late  of  Eogland  for  the  year  ttfSr,  by  Dr.  Edward  Chain1>erlaync, 
p.  I  dr. 

b-  This  ftory  of  his  faiher'i  fnflferkigy  at  Carentry  certainiy  deferves  the  read^ 
cr*s  notice ;  and  therefore,  not  to  be  wanting  either  to  his  entertainment,  or  to 
the  illuftration  of  the  hiftory,  f  fabjoin  it  here.  The  great  (hare  cobncl  William 
l^cggc  had  in  the  favour  of  king  CharC»  t.  made  him  fo  obnojcions  to  the  rump, 
that  they  intended  to  have  executed  him,  as  they  did  the  earl  of  Derby,  for  being 
in  arms  againft  them)  and  with  that  view  chey  confined  him  in  Covenfry-gaoL 
Hii  lady,  knowing  their  cruelty,  and  having  tried  aQ  her  intereft  with  the  peo- 
ple in  power  in  vain,  at  lad  contrived  a  very  artful  method  for  making  hit 
efcape,  which  was  as  fuccefsrulty  executed.  With  this  view  (he  hired  an  old 
woman  to  lend  him  her  clothes,  which  he  put  on ;  and,  having  a  cloie.ftoot  pao 
well-filled  between  his  hand»»  the  fmell  kept  the  keepers  at  fuch  a  di(!aoce,  that 
Fie  walked  fairly  off",  withoUi  their  making  any  iil^nirics*  After  the  murder  of 
Si.  Charles  T.  he  was  much  about  the  perfon  of  the  duke  of  York,  which  infpirrd 
his  majeOy  with  a  gscai  leDderaeis  for  him  sod  all  bis  family. 
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His  lordlhip  was  much'beloved  by  the  feamen,  and  fb  univer- 
fzWj  efteemed  by  the  officers  of  the  navy,  that  he  very  ibon  put 
his  fleet  in  a  pofture  fit  for  ferrice;  and  though,  as  I  have  (hewn 
elfewhere,  it  has  been  ftrongly  reported,  that  bis  lordfhip  declined 
fighting  the  Dutch  fleer,  yet  it  is  certain  that  it  was  never  in  his 
power,  and  that,  if  it  had,  both  he  and  his  officers  would  have 
performed  what  tkey  took  to  be  their  duty.  But,  after  being 
fcverely  ruffled  by  the  ftorro,  the  fleet  was  forced  into  Portf- 
mouth,  where  bis  lordfliip  quitted  the  command  to  Sir  John 
Berry,  and  returned  to  London  ^ 

After  tfa«  revolution  lord  Dartmouth  lived  quietly,  and  fub^ 
mitted  to  the  new  government,  yet  was  always  fufpcAed  to  re« 
tain  his  old  fentiments  for  the  perfon  who  had  been  fo  long,  and 
withal  fo  kind  a  mafter.  For  this  reafon,  and  on  account  of  fome 
fuggeftions  that  he  carried  on  a  fecret  ^^orrefpondence  with  the 
exiled  king,  he  was  committed  prifoner  to  th«  Tower  of  Lon- 
don.  While  he  continued  there,  fome  rumours  flew  abroad  of 
bis  being  ill  treated,  which  bad  fuch  an  efleft  on  the  Tailors, 
wlio  loved  him  as  their  father,  that  they  aflembled  in  great  bo- 
dies on  Tower^hill,  where  they  cxprefied  th«ir  r efentment  in 
foch  language,  that  it  was  at  length  found  expedient  to  defire 
lord  Dartmouth  to  (onfer  with  them ;  an<J,on  bis  afluring  them 
that  the  repon  they  had  heard  was  void  of  any  foundation,  they 
gave  a  chearful  huzza,  and  <lifper(ed  immediately^ 

It  is  thought,  however,  that  his  confinement,  and  the  want 
of  his  ufual  exercife,  might -contribute  to  the  fiiortening  his  days ^ 
for  on  the  twenty-firft  of  Oftober,  1691,  he  was  feized  with  an 
apoplexy,  which  put  an  end  to  his  life  in  the  forty-foucth  year 
ofhisage**. 

His  relations  applied  themfelves,  on  his  deceaie,  to  the  con« 
ftable  of  the  Tower,  then  lord  Lucas,  for  leave  to  remove  his 
body  in  order  to  its  interment }  which  his  lordlhip  fcrupled^  with^ 

c  In  the  feconil  volume  we  have  already  given  To  full  an  account  of  this  a/fdfr, 
<hat  it  woaid  be  tedioni  to  add  any  thiog  more  here,  exoept  that  lord  Dartmouih 
laid  down  his  command  as  foon  as  he  came  on  (bore,  and,  when  he  could  opt  ad 
for  his  majefly,  would  not,  m^  another  favourire  did,  aA  againd  him* 

d  King  James  received  the  news  of  his  death  with  great  concern,  and  itid«  wMl 
a  deep  figh, ««  Then  faithful  Will.  Legge*s  boncQ  fon  George  is  dead  \  I  have 
••  few  fuch  fervants  now !" 

« 
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out  receiving  expreft  direfHons  from  the  lung.  Bat]  upon  ap» 
plication  made  to  his  majefty,  be  not  only  ordered,  that  the  bo« 
dy  Aiould  be  immediately  delivered  (o  his  lord(hip'&  rehttioiiS) 
but,  upon  his  being  informed  that  they  intended  to  bury  it  aeas 
the  remains  of  bis  father  in  the  Little  Minories  churchy  in  ^ 
vault  belonging  to  his  family*  his  roajefty  gave  furdier  orders^ 
that  all  ftt^h  marks  of  refpeA  ihould  be  paid  at  his  funeral,  aa 
irould  have  been  due  to  him,  if  he  had  died  pofleffid  of  all  hia 
cmployoient^.  Which  is  a  circumfUnce  eqmilly  honourable  to 
the  memory  of  king  William  and  lord  Dartmouth,  fince  it  (hews 
impartiality  and  greatpefs  of  foul  in  the  former^  and  the  true 
merit  of  the  latter,  vhich  produced  fvich  a  ^eftimofiy  of  refpe£k 
from  fo  penetrating  a  judge  ^• 

A  moqument  of  white  marble,  adorned  with  a  proper  infcrip* 
tion,  was  ereAed  to  the  memory  of  his  lordfhipt  by  his  confort 
Barbara,  baronefs  of  Dartmouth,  who  w^  the  daughter  of  Sis 
Henry  ^^chbold,  of  StaSbrdfhire,  who  died  in  171%!  and  lies 
Jburied  there  by  him^. 

His  lordfliip  had  by  her  ^n  only  fon  William,  afterwards  ear} 
of  Dartmouth,  fo  created  by  her  majefty  queen  Anne,  in  the 
tenth  year  of  her  reign*  His  lordfhip  had  alfo  the  honour  of 
being  fecretary  of  ftate  and  lord  privy*feal  in  the  fame  reigD^ 
^d  difcharged  both  tbofe  high  offices  with  that  integrity  bereft 
ditary  in  his  lordfhip's  family,  and  deceafing  Dec.  15,1 750,  at  his 
}kouk  on  Blackheath  in  Kent,  in  the  feventy-ninth  year  of  bis 
age,  was  fucceeded  in  his  honour  a(^  e(btes  by  his  grandfon 
William,  now  earl  of  Dartmouth^ 

MEMOIRS    of   Sir  JOHN    BERRY,    Knight, 

Rear-admiral  of  England. 

THERE  cannot  be  a  ftronger  teftimony  of  real  abiUty,  than 
a  man^s  furmounting,  by  his  fpirit  and  diligence,  a  long 
ferics  of  croflcs  s^nd  misfortunes,  and  thereby  forcing  himfelf, 
^  it  wercj^  into  an  eafier  fituation,  and  by  degrees  into  a  con- 

«  This  Is  taken  from  the  memoirs  of  the  family. 

f  The  infcrifition  is  very  long,  othcrwife  we  (honid  have  inlerted  it,  and  hit 
lordQiiD*^  m|mory  cco  £refl).  (0  mal^e  ibis  pafs  for  an  indif^rcnt  excufc. 
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ditkm  worthy  of  his  merit.  Fortitude  in  fufferiog  is  a  virtue  no 
leh  hcmourable  than  courage  in  atchieving,  and  the  diftrefles  of 
heroc»»  like  the  (hades  in  a  fine  jMAure^  afford  a  graceful  relief 
to  the  brighter  parts  of  the  piece^  and  thereby  confideraUy 
heighten  its  beauties^  This  ohfervation  cannot  more  fully  be  il« 
luftrated^  than  it  will  be  by  the  account  we  are  to  give  of  tho 
life  and  aAions  of  ^oir  John  Berry,  who  (without  any  ailiftance 
other  than  refulted  from  the  contemplation  of  his  courage  and* 
Condu£^)  arrived  at  the  dignity  of  rear-admiral  of  England^  and 
fliared  the  confidence  of  three  fucceeding  kings* 

The  famUy  of  the  Berries  in  Devonlhire  were  feated  at  Berry-» 
Nerber  near  Ilfarcomb,  where  they  had  flouriOied  for  fome  hun- 
dreds of  years'.  But  the  fatho:  of  our  gallant  fea- officer  wat 
never  in  any  extraordinary  circuroftances.  He  owed  his  reputa^ 
tion,  which  ftill  fubfifts  in  his  neighbourhood,  not  to  the  goods 
of  fortune,  but  to  his  learning  and  abilities,  and  above  all  to  his 
courage  and  loyalty*  He  was  a  clergyman,  and  vicar  of  Knowe* 
fion  and  Molland  in  that  county,  where  he  diicharged  his  duty 
with  equsil  fidelity  to  the  church  and  to  the  ftate.  For  this  the 
faints  of  thofe  times  not  only  turned  him  out  of  his  livings,  but 
plundered  his  houfe,  and  took  even  his  bed  from  under  him)  all 
which  they  fold  by  public  auQion,  except  his  books,  which  being 
a  large  and  valuable  coUefiion,  they,  to  ibew  their  moderation 
and  generofity,  beftowed  them  upon  an  Independent  preacher* 
Soon  after  thb  the  truly  reverend  Mr*  Daniel  Berry  (a  viAim  to 
his  hoQeft  principles)  died  of  grief  and  want  in  the  forty-fifth 
year  of  his  age,  and  left  behind  him  a  widow,  Elifabeth,  daugh* 
ter  of  John  Moore  of  Moorhays,  Efq;  and  nine  fmail  cbildrgi^ 
of  which  fcven  were  fons  ^d  two  daughters^. 

The  eldeft,  Robert,  betook  himfelf  to  the  fea,  where  he  fuc* 
ceeded  very  well*  The  fecond,  John,  of  whom  we  are  to  fpeak, 
and  who  was  born  in  his  father's  vicarage-houfe  at  Knoweftoa 
in  the  year  1635)  beiqg  at  the  good  old  man's  death  about  fe« 

8  Pole*i  forrey  of  Deyonfliire,  MS.  TbU  village  lies  in  Braatoo-haQdred, 
in  the  middle  between  Combe-Merton  and  lifarconby  it  •  fmall  diftance  from 
the  fea,  and  abonc  tweory-fcven  miki  from  Exeter. 

h  Mod  of  thefe  particDlari  are  taken  from  a  monament  ercAed  in  the  year 
i694,  by  Sir  John  Berry,  to  the  memory  of  his  father.  Hi*  two  churches  oS 
Koowetlon  and  Molland  were  not  above  two  miles  afander,  lying  both  ia  Monl^ 
ton  h<uidre4i  at  thf  4ifti)nce  of  aboqt  eighteen  i^iles  from  Exeter. 
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T<enteeti9  went  to  Plymouth,  where  he  bound  himfelf  apprentice 
to  Mr.  Robert  Mcring,  a  merchant  in  that  town,  and  part* 
owner  in  feveral  (hips.  He  went  to  fea  in  his  fervice,  and  was 
extremely  unfortunate  in  fetting  out,  being  twice  taken  by  the 
Spaniards,  and  fuffering  a  long  imprifonment,  which,  however, 
did  him  no  great  hurt  in  the  main.  On  bis  return  to  England 
be  found  hk  mafter  in  very  bad  circumft^fices ;  which  was  no 
prejudice  to  him ;  for,  in  a  (hort  time  after,  Mr.  Mering  told 
him,  that,  having  now  no  farther  occafion  for  his  fervice,  he 
would,  in  reward  of  his  pad  diligence,  give  him  the  remainder 
0f  his  time,  which  he  did  freely  <• 

Mr.  Berry,  thus  at  large  and  at  liberty  to  ad  for  himfelf,  im- 
mediately came  up  to  London,  where,  by  the  help  of  (bme 
friends,  he  was  preferred  to  be  boatfwain  of  a  ketch  belonging 
to  the  royal  navy,  called  the  Swallow,  which,  under  the  com- 
mand of  captain  Iniam,  was  ordered  to  the  Wcfl  Indies  in  com- 
pany with  two  of  his  majefty's  frigates,  both  of  which  were  loft 
in  the  gulf  of  Florida ;  but  the  Swallow,  by  cutting  down  her 
mads,  and  heaviog  her  guns  overboard,  as  alfo  her  provifions^ 
got  clear,  and  in  the  fpace  of  iizteen  weeks,  during  which  they 
had  nothing  to  eat  but  the  fi(h  they  caught,  or  to  drink  but  rain- 
water, they  arrived  at  Campeachy.  There  they  furniflied  them- 
felves  with  provifions,  and  then  failed  for  Jamaica,  where  they 
arrived  in  three  weeks  K 

Sir  Thomas  Muddiford,  who  wa^  a  native  of  Devonihire  as 
well  as  Mr.  tierry,  was  then  governor  of  that  illand,  and  he  or- 
dered the  Swallow  to  be  refitted,  put  eight  guns  on  board  her ; 
anjd  having  intelligence  that  a  pirate,  who  had  taken  one  Mr. 
Peach  bound  from  Southampton  to  Jamaica,  and  marooned  him 
and  all  his  crew,  was  ftiil  in  thofe  feas,  he  ordered  the  Swallow, 
now  well  viAualled  and  manned,  to  put  to  Tea  in  queft  of  her^ 
and  gave  his  countryman  Berry  the  title  of  lieutenant* 

In  three  weeks  after  they  failed  from  Jamaica,  they  found  the 
pirate  at  anchor  in  a  bay  off  the  ifland  of  Hifpaniola.     He  had 

i  The  particulars  mentioned  in  this  life  were  mofl  of  them  coIkAed  by  Mr. 
Daniel  Berry,  brother  to  the  admiral ;  but,  at  he  wrote  at  a  coafiderablc  didance 
df  time,  he  often  omits  dates,  and  fometimes  midakes  them. 

k  It  is  not  eafy  to  fix  the  time  of  Mr.  Berry's  firft  voya^  to  the  \V«fl  Indies  ; 
bat  probably  it  was  in  the  year  i6^i. 

aboMt 


Sik    J  O  H  N    B  E  RR  Y,  ,     527 

aboat  fixty  men  and  twenty  guns,  whereas  the  Swallow  had  but 
forty  men  and  eight  fmall  guns.  Captain  loram,  having  confi- 
dered  the  enemy's  ftrength  and  compared  it  with  his  own,  called 
up  all  his  men»  and  addreiTed  them  in  thefe  words  ;  <<  Gentle- 
<(  men>  the  blades  we  are  to  attack  are  men  at  arms,  old  buc* 
«  caneersi  and  fuperior  to  us  in  number  and  in  the  force  of  their 
<<  (hip,  and  therefore  I  would  have  your  opinion,  whether"-— 
«  Sir,*'  interrupted  lieutenant  Berry,  *<  we  are  men  at  arms  toe> 
**  and,  which  is  more,  honeft  men,  aad  fight  under  the  king's 
^<  commiffion  j  and,  if  you  have  no  ftomach  for  fighting,  be 
<<  pleafed  to  walk  down  into  your  cabbin."  The  crew  applaud* 
ed  this  motion,  and  declared  one  and  all  for  captain  Berry,  who 
undertook  this  affair  with  great  difadvantage. 

The  pirate  rode  at  anchor  to  the  windward,  by  which  the 
Swallow  was  Obliged  to  make  two  trips  under  her  lee,  in  which 
ihe  received  two  broadiides,  and  two  volleys  of  fmall  (hot,  wiih« 
out  returning  a  gun.  Mr.  Berry  then  boarded  her  on  the  bow, 
pouring  in  his  broadfide,  which  killed  the  pirate  twenty-two  men 
on  the  ^t :  they  then  fought  their  way  to  the  main-mad,  where 
they  called  to  the  do£tor  and  his  mate  to  get  ovflcboard,  and 
bang  by  the  rudder,  which  they  did;  and  foon  after  the  pirate 
was  taken,  having  only  feven  men  left,  and  thofe  all  wounded, 
though  they  lived  long  enough  to  be  hanged  afterwards  in  Ja- 
maica ;  and,  which  is  ftill  more  remarkable,  there  was  no  body 
killed  on  board  the  Swallow  but  the  boatfwain's  mate  K 

On  their  return  to  Jamaica  captain  Infam  confined  his  lieu- 
tenant, and  brought  him  to  a  court-martial,  where,  on  the  evi- 
dence  of  the  men,  the  court  declared  he  had  done  his  duty,  and 
ordered  the  captain  to  live  peaceably  with  him  in  their  voyage  to 
England,  which  he  did ;  and  Mr.  Berry,  notwithftanding  what 
was  paft,  behaved  towards  him  with  all  imaginable  mod ei^  and 
fubmiflion. 

In  a  fhort  time  after  he  came  home  the  Dutch  war  broke  out, 
and  Mr.  Berry  had  a  {loop  given  him,  called  the  Maria,  of  four- 
teen guns,  with  the  king's  commlflion.  He  held  this  fmall  com- 

I  Thefc  particulars  are  preferved  in  the  MS.  acconntc  of  his  brother's  arcbieve* 
mcnts,  wricteo  by  Mr.  Berry ;  and  I  find  the  principal  faOs  confirmed  in  an  »c- 
coont  of  the  moft  remarkable  paffjges  under  lord  Windfor,  Sir  Thomas  Muddi- 
lord,  and  Sir  Thoinai  Lynch,  fncccflivcly  goxeroori  of  Jamaica. 
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mand  for  about  four  months,  ia  which  fpace  he  took  thif tf*4ii^ 
prizes,  and,  for  his  extraordinary  diligence,  had  the  command 
giYcn  him  of  the  Coronation,  a  hired  (hip  of  war  of  fifty^fix  guns. 

In  this  ihip  he  was  foon  after  fent  to  the  Weft  indies,  where 
our  colonies  wer«  in  no  fmall  danger,  as  having  both  the  French 
and  Dutch  upon  their  hands.  On  his  arriral  at  Barbadoes  tb€ 
governor  bought  fome  large  merchant- (hips,  converted  them  in^ 
€0  men  of  war,  and  having  made  up  nine  fail,  including  theCo* 
ronation,  manned  and  put  them  under  the  command  of  commo^ 
dore  Berry.  With  this  little  fleet  he  failed  for  Nevis,  in  order  to 
proteft  it  from  the  French,  who  had  already  made  themfelves 
mafters  of  St.  Cbriftopher's,  A^tigoa,  and  Mountfefat.  He  vras 
fcarce  arrived  before  he  had  intelligence,  that  the  French  were 
preparing  at  St.  Chriftopher's  a  very  great  force,  which  was  in* 
tended  for  the  conqueft  of  Nevb.  They  had  twenty^two  men 
of  war  and  frigates,  fix  large  tranrport«-{bips  of  thekr  own,  znd 
four  Dutch.  With  thefe  they  failed  towards  Nev»  as  to  a  eer* 
tain  victory. 

Commodore  Berry  failed  with  his  nine  (hips  to  meet  them  | 
and,  as  he  tn^rned  the  point  of  the  ifland,  one  of  his  heft  fliips 
blew  up,  which  ftruck  his  men  with  aftoniOiment.  **  Now  yt>« 
**  have  feen  an  Englifh  Oiip  blow  up,"  faid  the  commodore^ 
«<  let  us  try  if  we  can't  blow  up  Frenchmen.  There  they  are, 
<<  boys  I  and,  if  we  don't  beat  them,  they  will  beat  us.*^  Having 
faid  this,  he  immediately  began  the  fight  with  the  French  ad* 
miral,  and,  after  a  briik  engagement  of  upwards  of  thirteen 
hours,  he  forced  this  mighty  fleet  to  fly  for  ihelter  under  the  can* 
non  of  St.  Chriftopber's,  whither  he  purfued  them,  (ent  in  a  fire* 
ihip,  and  burnt  the  French  admiral:  feeing  her  in  flames,  he  faid 
to  his  Teamen,  <<  I  told  you  in  the  morning,  that  we  fliouldbam 
««  a  Frenchman  before  night ;  to-morrow  we  wiQ  try  what  we 
«<  can  do  with  the  reft."  But,  while  he  was  refitting  his  (hips, 
the  enemy  wifely  ftole  away,  the  Frmch  to  Martinico,  and  the 
Dutch  to  Virginia  ">•  Sir  John  Harman  being  (ent  with  a  fqua* 

dron 

1°  We  are  in  fome  meafore  enabled  to  fix  the  date  of  this  entefpruce  hj  the 
foilowiog  remarkaMe  pafldge*  preferved  in  the  philofophical  tranrsQioos  of  th< 
royal  fociety :  **  On  the  oioctecnth  of  Auguft^  i6tf7>  there  was  a  terrible  harri* 
**  cane  in  this  ifland »  at  which  time  Sir  John  Berry,  capuin  of  the  Corooatioit 
•*  man  of  war,  wac  in  the  harbour  with  thtt  and  fcveral  other  (bipS|  of  which 

**  out 
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<froi\  to  relieve  him,  commodore  Berry  returned  to  England, 
and  ferved  with  great  honour  In  the  channel  and  in  the  Medi- 
terjraneaal 

In  the  fccond  Dutch. war  (as  it  was  called,  thobgh  properly 
fpeakingit  was  the  third)  he  had  the  command  of  theBefolutiony 
a  ieventy-^^ip  Hiip,^  in  which  he  was  prefent  at  the  famous  adlion 
in  Southwold-bay,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  May,  1672.  In  this 
battle;  the  captain  obfervlng  that  his  royal highncfs  the  duke  of 
Y6rk;  then  loM  higb-admiral-of  £nglat)d,  was  very  hard  prefTed, 
he  Itfft  his  ft9fi6n,  and  fcame  in  to  his  relief,  where  the  fcrvice 
proved. fq  hot,  that  in  lefs  than  two  hours  he  had  no  fewer  than 
one  hundred  and  twepty  men  killed,  as  many  more  wounded, 
and  his  (hip  fcarce  able  to  float :  upon  this  be  was  tpwed-out  of 
the  line;  ftopped  his  leaks,  gnd  fell  in  tb  his  pjalce  again  in  an 
hour,  ;ind  there  did  fuch  fervice,  that  when  his  majefty  came  to 
meet  the  fleetn  aiid'dixked  on  board  the  Royal  Sovereign  at  the 
Buoy  in  the  Nore,  he;  of  his  own  motive,  called  for  captain 
Berry«  and,  haVihg  knighted  hini,  faid  very  gracioufly^  <<  As 
<<  our  thoughts  have  been  now  upon  honour,  we  will  hereafter 
<<  thihk  of  ^profit ;  for  I  would  not  have  fo  brav^  ia  man  a  poor 
«  knight «;'' 

.  In  the  year  168^  it  was  thoiight  expedient  to  fend  the  duke  of 
York  duivh  to  Scotland,  and  for  this  purpofe  the  Glouccftcr 
frigate,  under  the  cbmniand  of  Sir  John  Berry,  was  ordered  to 
be  ready:  and  accordingly,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  April,  the 
ifukc  of  York  imbarked  on  board  that  (hip.  In  their  pafTage  Sir 
John  obferved  on  the  third  of  May,  when  in  the  mouth  of  the 
Humber,  as  he  apprehended;  an  error  in  the  pilot's  conduft, 
thotigh  he  was  looked  upon  as  a  man  of  great  abilities  in  his  cm- 

**  one  was  commanded  by  captain  Langford,  who,  having;  learned  fome  of  the 
**  prpgooflics  of  a  lurnado  fium  a  Chaiibbcan,  perceiving  them,  he  Cold  Sir  Juhn 
'*  and  the  other  c^mmandcri  sf  it,  who,  depending  on  his  intelligence^,  made 
^*  their  (hips  ready  for  the  Tea,  and  in  the  morning,  abotic  four  of  the  clock,  the 
*'  wind  C(>m!ng  very  hani  noriherty,  t»<ey  put  to  lea,  and  came  all  back,  in  four 
**  or  fiveda^  tim«,  Tafe  to  the  road  again.  Captain  i^angford  wat  afhore,  and 
*^  being  Oi>n6drnt  of  the  hurricane's  coming,  look  fnch  care  before-hand  to  fe* 
**  cure  bis  (agan  and  guods  in  the  florc-houfe,  that,  when  the  hurricane  had 
**  carried  away  the  roof  of  the  houiie,  all,  except  one  hogfhead  of  fugar,  remained 
*«  iafeJ*  Lowthorp*s  abiidgmenr,  V(4.  ii.  p.  10$. 
n  Cttaloguc  of  knighti  made  by  king  Charles  II. 
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ployment.  Of  this  be  informed  the  duke,  and  defired  they  inigEit 
Ij  to,  at  leaft  for  that  night,  which  the  pilot  oppofed ;  and, 
being  a  gri^at  favottrite  of  the  duke,  his  advice  prevailed.  But  his 
royal  highheft  was  foon  convinced  of  the  fuperiority  of  Sir  John 
Berry's  judgment,  fince,  in  three  quarters  of  an  hour  afterwards, 
the  (hip  was  loft,  and  about  three  hundred  peo[^  in  her, 
amongft  whom  were  (bme  perfons  of  the  firft  rank ;  and  the 
duke  himfelf  narrowly  efcaped  in  the  long-boat.  Sir  John  Berry 
ftanding  with  his  fword  drawn  in  the  ftcrn  of  the  boat  to  hinder 
people  from  crowding  in,  which  »ndoobtedly  ftved  the  duke» 
fince  a  very  few  more  would  hate  overfet  the  long-boat^. 

For  the  k>fs  erf  this  fbip  Sir  John,  according  to  the  rules  of  the 
navy,  was  tried  by  a  court-martial  ^  but,  it  appearing  clearly  to 
have  happened  through  another  man's  fault,  he  was  not  only 
acquitted,  but  continued  ftill  in  as  great  favour  as  ever  both  with 
the  king  ar>d  duke,  who  frequently  confulted  him  as  to  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  navy. 

When  a  refolution  was  taken  tn  1683  to  blow  up  Tangier, 
and  a  coniiderable  fleet  was  fent  thither  under' the  command  of 
lord  Dartmouth,  Sir  John  Berry  was  made  choice  of  to  be  his 
vice*admiral}  and  had  the  fole  command  of  the  fleet  while  hi$ 
Iord(bip  was  on  fliore  dire£ling  the  blcMving  up  of  the  works. 
In  this  critical  expedition  Sir  John  gave  fuch  remarkable  tefti- 
agonies  of  his  courage  and  conduA,  and  took  fuch  care  in  faring* 


°  This  accident  tnppeoed  hj  tbcir  finking  upon  the  HificI  called  the  Lemon  tnef 
Ore^  fidcecn  kagnet  fto«  the  month  of  the  Honiber,  Two  thing!  were  retf  re- 
markable, that  the  duiv  U)ok  catraordinary  can  of  oolooel  John  ChorchtU^  af- 
terwards doke  of  Marlborough,  and  called  him  firft  into  the  boat.  The  other 
wai ,  that  cbe  mariners  aboard  the  frnkiog  vef&l  gare  a  loud  hncza,  when  they 
faw  the  dake  in  fafety.  Bifhop  Burnet's  account  of  this  matter  is  too  remarkable 
to  be  for^t.  *«  The  dukr,**  fays  he,  *'  got  into  a  boat^  and  took  care  of  hts- 
"  dogf,  and  feme  anknown  perfons,  who  were  taken,  from  ibtt  catncH  care  rf 
*'  hia,  to  be  his  pricfls.  The  long«boat  went  off*  with  very  f^  in  her,  ihoogh 
'*  (he  might  have  carried  off* above  eighty  more  than  ftie  did.  One  hundred  and 
*'  fifty  perfons  perifhed,  fome  of  them  m^n  of  great  quality.**  The  Glouceftcr 
frigate  was  2  fbip  of  forty  guns,  there  were  npwaids  of  fifty  pcrfona  faved  with 
the  doke,  and  chat  eighty  more  Hiould  be  able  to  go  into  her  longboat,  ta  a  faft 
that  will  gain  hot  little  credit  at  Wapping.  Bcfides,  the  keeping  the  people  out 
was  Sir  John  Berry*s  aO,  and,  if  there  had  been  any  fuch  circumftances  of  croc^ 
ty,  one  can  fcarce  brii'.vt  the  faUi>rs  would  have  teftified  fo  much  joy  at  hit  loyal 
bighnefsVefcapc. 
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itig  off  all  tlte  Engliih  and  their  cffeGts,  that,  upon  his  return 
home }  he  was  made  a  commiffiooer  of  the  navy,  in  which  poft 
he  continued  to  the  day  of  his  deaths. 

Under  the  reign  of  king  James  II.  he  was  in  as  high  favour 
as  he  could  deiire,  the  king  confiantly  confulting  him  in  matters 
relating  to  the  management  of  the  fleet  j  and  be  was  one  of  the 
commiffioners  called  in  on  that  great  reform  of  the  navy,  men* 
tioned  in  the  dofe  of  the  17th  chapter,  and  had  the  chief  hand 
in  bringing  things  into  that  ezquifite  order  in  which  they  were 
foimd  when  tht  king  withdrew  to  France*.  He  was  not,  how* 
ever,  confidercd  folely  as  a  commiffioner,  and  as  a  man  no  long- 
er fit  for  adive  employment ;  for  when  it  was  known  that  the 
Dutch  meditated  an  invafion^  and  a  fleet  was  fitted  out  to  defend 
our  coads,  Sir  John  Berry  was  appointed  vice-admiral,  and  hoift- 
od  his  flag  on  board  the  Elifabeth,  a  third  rate,  the  admirsd,  lord 
Dartmouth,  being  in  the  Refolntion,  and  the  rear-admiral,  lord 
Berkley  of  Stratton,  firft  in  the  Montague,  and  then  in  the  Ed« 
gar.  After  the  landing  of  the  prince  of  Orange,  when  lord 
Dartmouth  thought  fit  to  leave  the  fleer,  the  fole  command  of  it 
devolved  on  Sir  John  Berry,  who  held  it  until  it  was  laid  up'* 

The  change  of  the  government  wrought  none  in  the  condition 
of  our  admiraL  An  eiperienced  officer,  and  a  man  of  honour^ 
will  be  a  welcome  fervaot  to  every  prince.  King  William  was 
one  who  valued  abilities,  and  underftood  them,  and  therefore  he 
often  fent  for  Sir  John  Berry  to  confer  with  him  on  naval  af- 
fairs ;  and  once  particularly  the  king  engaged  with  him  in  fo 
dofe  and  carneft  a  converfation,  that  it  took  up  the  whole  night, 
and  Sir  John  was  not  difmiflcd  the  royal  clofet,  until  it  was  pret- 
ty far  advanced  in  the  morning.  Yet  this  favour  brought  him 
no  acceffion  either  of  poft  or  profit ;  he  kept  what  he  had,  and 
probably  thought  that  fufficient,  beingcommiflioner  of  thenavy, 
governor  of  Deal*caAle,  and  captain  of  an  independent  com* 
pany** 

We  now  haften  to  the  lad  fccne  of  his  life,  over  which  fuch 
a  curtain  has  been  drawn,  as  leaves  it  not  in  our  power  to  let  in 

P  Memoin  of  the  lord  DarCmoiuhy  cicei  in  the  former  life,  4  Mrrooirc 

retiting  en  the  (lire  of  the  royal  navy  of  fngUod,  by  Samuel  Pepyt,  £  q;  p.  $*> 
'  Burchci*s  navJ  biftory,  book  iv.  ch.  i.  *  f  ipm  the  mcmoirf  before 

nivntioocd. 
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the  light.  He  was  ordered,  in  the  beginning  of  the  montli  oJf- 
l^ebruary,  1 691,  to  Portfmouth,  to  pay  off  fome  (hips  there  | 
and,  while  he  was  employed  in  the  <lifcharge  of  this  office  oq 
board  one  of  them,  he  was  fuddenly  taken  ill,  and  thereopon 
carried  on  (hore  to  Portfniouth,  where,  in  three  or  four  days,  i% 
was  given  out  that  be  died  of  a  fever;  but,  upon  opening  tils 
body,  it  appeared  clearly  to  the  pbyficians  and  furgeons  wbq 
were  prefent,  that  he  did  not  die  a  natural  death,  but  that  he 
Ibad  been  difpatcbed  out  of  the  wprld  by  poifon,  though  hj 
whom,  or  for  what  reason,  never  appeared,  or  at  leaft  it  wa;^ 
never  made  public  ^ 

In  his  private  life  his  wifdorq,  beneficence,  integrity,  and  un-r 
feigned  attachment  to  the  church  of  England,  were  as  confpi- 
cuous  as  his  courage  and  other  military  virtues  in  his  public  cha^ 
racier:  fo  that  he  died  equally  lamented,  by  all  who  knew  him, 
either  as  a  private  gentleman  or  as  an  £ngli{h  admiral.  His 
corpfe,  according  to  his  own  dire£lion,  was  ^rried  from  Portf* 
mouth  to  London,  and  decently  interred  in  the  chancel  of  Step- 
ney-church, where  a  noble  monument  is  ere^ed  to  his  memory, 
all  of  white  marble,  adorned  with  his  bud  in  alabai|l;er.  Ovei; 
liis  head  are  the  arms  of  his  family,  viz*  in  a  field,  gules,  three 
bars,  or :  and,  on  a  white  marble  table  underneath,  the  follow^* 
ing  infcription :, 

<<  Ne  id  nefcias,  Ie£^or,  D.  Johannes  Berry,  Devonienfis^ 
<<  dignitate  equeflri  cl^arus,  mari  tantum  non  imperator,  derege; 
<*  et  patria  (quod  et  barbari  norunt)  bene  mcritus,  magnam  ob 
**  res  fortiter  geflas  adeptus  gloriam  famse  fatur,  poA  multasre- 
</ .portatas  viflonas,  cum  ab  aliis  vinci  non  potuit,  fatis  cei&t. 
«   i4mo  Feb.  1691  ;  baptizatus  ymo  Jan.  1635/' 

The  lady  of  Sir  John  Berry  furvivcd  him  many  years,  but  he 
left  no  ilfue  by  her,  nor,  fo  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  ever 
had  any". 

t  This  gentleman  might  be  faid  to  die  in  fhc  flower  of  his  age,  if  we  confider 
him  as  an  aHmiral,  (iiicc  he  was  licde  more  than  SftyHx,  when  thin  otrried  off.    * 

'   ^  Tills  piiriicular  is  likewife  ukcn  from  his  brjU.kr's  memoirs. 
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Herbert  of  Tori)ay,  Earl  of  Torrington,  and  Admiral 
and  Commander  in  chief  of  the  Fleet  of  England. 

IT  is  the  duty  of  hiftorians  to  report  things  fairly,  and  to  fpeak 
of  men  iipps^ially,  without  exaggerating  their  yirtuesi  or 
extenuating  their  viceSi  hf  exhibiting  their  charafters  to  poflerit^ 
in  that  light,  in  whicbi  after  the  beft  inquiry  they  arc  able  to 
inakc»  they  appear  to  themfelves;  for,  as  water  never  rifes 
higher  than  its  fource,  fo  it  is  impoffible  that  an  author  ihouid  do 
fifore  for  his  re:adar  than  his  talents  and  his  informations  wilt  • 
permit.  The  latter  were  ib  inconiiderable  when  this  work  was 
^rft  written,  that  it  was  thought  more  expedient  not  to  attempt 
^  life  of  this  noble  perfon,  than  to  repeat  a  few  fads  and  dates, 
fo  indifferently  conncded,  as  that  it  could  not  be  prcfumed  they 
would  give  even  the  mod  indulgent  perufer  any  fatisfa^ion. 

After  much  pains  and  fearch  fome  better  materials  have  been 
found  5  and  as  almoft  every  remarkable  tranfiifVion  of  this  great 
man's  life  fell  within  the  compa(s  of  king  William's  reign, 
or  at  leaft  not  much  later,  an^  is  more  or  lefs  allied  to  thofe 
tranfadtions  of  which  wc  have  been  fpeaking,  it  feemed  more 
patuml  to  place  what  we  have  to  fay  of  him  here,  than  at  the 
^ime  of  his  death,  when  they  could  npt  fkiil  of  making  an  appa- 
rent breach  in  the  order  of  our  htftory. 

He  wfts  the  fon  of  Sir  Edward  Herbert  of  London,  knight, 
pf  the  noble  family  of  IJcrbert  of  Chirbury,  a  branch  of  that  of 
Pembroke,  which  fuffering  fevercly  for  the  loyalty  of  Sir  Ed- 
ward, obliged  his  fons  to  think  of  making  their  fortunes  by  their 
induftry  and  merit  ^«  Arthur  the  eldeft,  though  he  had  a  fmall 
edate  of  his  own,  made  the  fea  his  (;hoice|  as  his  younger  bro* 
ther  Edward  did  th^  law  \  and  both  attained  the  highefl  ftations, 
the  latter  becoming  chief-j.uftice  of  the  kingfs  bench  ^,  as  well  at 
the  former  admiral  of  the  fleet  of  England. 

Our  young  feaman,  immediately  after  the  refloration,  was 
much  taken  notice  of  by  his  royal  highnefs  James  duke  of  York, 
ty  whofc  favour  he  was  very  early  promoted  to  the  command  of 

w  Peerage  of  Ef.gUnd,  vo).  Hi.  p.  3»7.  *  Wood**  Aihcn,  Oxon. 

vol.  ii.  n.  991. 
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one  of  his  majefty's  Ihips  of  war ;  and,  in  the  firft  Dutch  war  m 
the  reign  of  Charles  II.  he  commanded  the  Pembroke  in  the 
Straits  ^  He  diftinguifhed  him&If  there,  according  to  the  man- 
ner of  thofe  times^  in  a  very  high  degree,  as  appears  h'om  the 
following  extract  of  a  letter  from  Cadiz,  dated  in  March  1667, 
•vrbich  I  cbufe  to  produce  in  the  lame  plain  and  artlefs  language 
in  which  it  was  wrote,  rather  than  hazard  any  variation  in  the 
iaAs,  by  attempting  to  give  it  a  better  drefs. 
•  <<  Captain  Herbert  in  the  Pembroke  is  now  in  this  port,  being 
^  newl/  returned  from  a  frefh  difpute  with  a  Zealand  man  oC 
f*  war,  of  thirty-four  guns,  and  one  bundrcd  and  eighty  men, 
«'  with  whom  he  fought  fome  days  before,  in  fight  of  that  bay, 
*^  from  two  in  the  afternoon,  till  the  night  pot  an  end  to  tlwt 
f «  day's  work.  All  that  night  the  Pembroke  frigate  carrying 
'*  out  a  light  for  the  Zeahnder,  and  the  next  morning,  being 
^<  to  the  windward,  fired  a  gun,  and  bore  up  to  re-engage  her  ; 
<^  but  the  Zealander,  being  the  nimbler  faiier,  bore  away  once 
**  or  twice  before  the  wind,  declining  any  farther  difpute,  which 
**  the  frigate  perceiving,  and  fearing  to  be  put  to  leeward  of  the 
«<  port  by  a  fruitlefs  purfuit,  the  wind  then  blowing  a  ftrong  ie- 
<<  vant,  came  again  for  the  bay,  which  the  Zealander  wanted 
«  not  the  confidence  to  boaft  of  as  a  mark  of  his  vidory.  Since 
<<  this,  the  frigate  being  put  afhore  to  wa(h  and  tallow,  the 
<<  Zealander  made  feveral  challenges,  but  went  out  again  to  fea, 
*<  before  the  frigate  could  get  ready.  Tefterday  morning  the 
<<  Zealander  coming  in,  the  frigate,  being  ready,  went  out  to 
**  meet  him,  and  paflcd  five  times  upon  him  within  pifloUfhot, 
*<  until  the  Zealander,  finding  the  fervice  too  hot,  bore  in  for 
**  the  bay,  purTued  for  a  long  time  by  the  frigate,  which,  being 
<<  unable  to  overtake  him,  fired  her  chace  gun,  and  flood  out 
«<  again  to  fca,  the  Zealander  anfwering  her  challenge  with  & 
**  friendly  falute  of  three  guns  to  leeward,  but  yet  thought  it 
«  convenient  to  put  into  the  bay,  where  he  triumphantly  fired 
«•  all  his  guns,  leaving  the  Pembroke  at  fea  in  vain  attending 
^  him  till  the  next  morning.  The  captain  of  the  Zealander  af- 
<'  terwards  came  afliore,  endeavouring  to  perfuade  the  people 
<<  that  his  main-maft  was  difabled,  and  that  he  wanted  fliot  for 

y  An  impartial  accoaut  of  f^>me  rxmark^blc  pafllgfi  lo  the  KAf  df  Arthur,  earl 
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<«  his  guns.  In  this  dtfpute  the  frigate  had  feven  men  Idlledyrand 
«<  five  hurt,  but  none  mortaUy,  and  her  fbre-maft  fomewhat  di£» 
«<  abled,  but  will  fpeedily  be  refitted  and  made  fcrviceabic/' 

He  continued  after  this  affair  in  the  Straits  for  about  Cix 
weeks,  till  he  bad  advice  that  rear-admiral  Kempthome  *  was 
failed  with  his  fquadron  for  the  Straits  mouth,  where  he  took 
care  to  join  him  with  a  iinall  fieet  oi  fixteen  or  feventeen  mer* 
chantmcn  under  hia  convoy,  in  order  to  proceed  with  the  rear. 
admiral  to  England.  They  met  with  notliing  extraordinary  in 
their  pafl^e  till  about  the  middle  of  the  month  of  May,  wheu, 
being  off  the  ifljtnd  of.  Portland,  the  Pembroke  ran  foul  of  the 
Fairfax  in  the  night,  aoil  funk  at  once ;  but  captain  Herbert  and 
moft  of  bb  crew  were  happily  iaved,  there  being  none  loft  in  the 
reBCd  but  a  few  fickmen,  who  were  not  able  to  help  themfclves^ 
and  whom  the  fudddmeft  of  the  accident,  and  the  confufion 
every  body  was'in»  hindered  from  being  afftiled  by  others.  After 
thb  narrow  eicape  captain  Herbert  went  on  board  another  flnp 
t>f  the  Iqoadron,  and  arrived  fafely  at  Portfmouth  *. 

It  was  not  long  before  he  had  another  ibip  given  him,  and 
both  in  that,  and  in  the  lecond  Dutch  war,  he  behaved  upon  alt^ 
eccafions  with  great  ffririt  and  refolution,  receiving  fcveral 
wounds,  and  lofing  the  fight  of  one  of  bis  eyes  in  his  countr)T» 
fervice;  all  which  confidered,  it  muft  Sctm  very  (Irange^  .that, 
when  he  fell  afterwards  under  misfortunes,  bis  courage  iliouli 
be  difputed.  In  one  of  the  laft  fea-fights  in  the  fecond  Dutch, 
war,  he  had  the  command  of  the  Cambridge,  in  which  iiir 
Fretchville  HoUis  had  been  killed  in  the  battle  of  Sokbay,  and^ 
as  captain  Herbert  fucceeded  in  his  command,  he  was  very  near 
fucceeding  alfo  to  the  fame  difaftec,  being  defperately  wound- 
ed in  the  a£lion»  and  his  (hip  fo  difahled,  that  together  with  the 
Refolntion,  which  was.  in  as  bad  a  condition,  (he  was  by  prince 
Rupert  fent  home  to  refit  K 

After  that  war  was  over,  captain  Herbert  had  leifure  to  a:-* 
tend  the  court,  and  to  folicit  the  rewards  that  were  due  to  his 
fervices,  in  which  he  met  with  all  poffible  kindnefs*  from  the 

s  See  (be  memoirs  of  admiral  Kempthorne.  *  Monthly  intelligence* 

foreign  and  domed ic,  M47  x667»  b  Account  of  the  proceedtngi  of  his 

ai»}e(ly's  fleet  under  the  coo>mand  of  hn  ferenc  hhgUncff  prince  R<»pi.vt,  palaotino 
of  the  Rbine,  and  doke  of  CumbciUnd,  p«  4. 
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duke,  of  York,  vho,  aa  be  had  been  hitherto. oireful  of  Lift 
fortunes,  thought  faiinfelf  obliged  to  affifi;bitn  in  his  pretentions  i 
fo  that  in  the  year  1680  or  16S1  he  was  fnadeixrar-admiral  of  the 
blue  ^,  and  from  that  time  was  conlidered  as  a  peribn  -who  bad 
as  much  probability  of  riiing.at^ny  Inthe.fervice.  k  was  no^ 
long  before  an  occafion  offered  ivbich  jnftified  this  amjeflinre  ; 
for  it  being  found  necefiary  to  fend  a  fuppiy  of  troops  and  mili- 
tary ftores  to  Tangier,  then  in  our  hands,  as  al(b  a  fqoadron  to 
curb  the  infolence  of  the  Algerines,  .whb,  nbtwithftanding  the 
treaties  that  had.  been  concluded  btlc  a  few-  yeairs  before;  began 
again  to  difVurb  our  commerce,  ic  was  reiblvcd,  that  the  com^ 
mandof  this  armament  fliouid  be  giVcn  to  admilral  Herbert  <i^ 
who  was  accordingly  Jnftru£led  to  contribute  as  muck  as  poffibie 
to  the  raiOng  the  fiege  of  Tangier,  and,  when  that  was  jdjone^  to 
ufe  his  bell  endeavours  to  being  the  Algerihbs.to  a  fubmii&oii^ 
and  to  a  ne\y  treaty,  upon  better  and  more  explicit  terms  tbaa 
were  cpntainod  in  that  th^  bad  lately,  hcoken^  which  they  p^ 
tended  to  explain. in  fuch  a  manner  as  tojoftify  their  picacies.. 

In  1682  rear«admtral  Herbert  failed  into  the  Mediterrsnean 
ivith  a  ftrong  fquadran>  and  1  confideralile.number  of  tenders 
and  (iore-ihips,  which  arriv«cd  very  fafeiifidist»bts  convoy  at  Tan- 
gier* He  found  that  fortreis  not  a  little  Anlitqied  by  the  IMoorsj 
by  whom  it  was  fo  clofeiy  Uocked  up,  that  nothing  could  enter, 
it  by  land.  Mr.  Herbert  not  only  relieved  the  garrifon  by  the 
feafonable  fupply  that  he  brought  of  proviiions  arid  military 
ftores,  but  rdfolved  alfo  to  rcftore  his  countrymen  to  liberty  as 
well  as  plenty,  by  compelling  the  enemy  to  raife  the  blockade: 
He  landed,  with  this  view,  as  many  feamen  out  of  the  fleet  as 
he  could  pofQbly  fpare,  formed  them  into  a  battalion^  and  by 
sittacking  the  Moots  on  one  iide,  while  the  garrifon  made  a  brifk 
fally,  and  drove  them  from  moil  of  their  pofts,  on  the  other j 
obliged  them  to  leave  the  neighbourhood  of  the  placej  and  to 
retire  farther  within  land  ^. 

He  executed  the  other  part  of  his  charge  with  rcfpeft  to  rh<; 
Algerines,  with  equal  fpirit  and  fucccfs,  deftroyed  fome  of  their 
fliips,  and  difpofed  things  in  fuch  a  manner  to  difturb  and  diilreis 

c  So  I  6nd  Ic  in  in  account  of  naval  promotioot  extracted  from  fecrcraiy  Pe- 
py*t  papers.  d  Burcka'i  oaval  hiOory,  p.  404,  405.  ^  C;>Iumn» 

roflrata,  p.  15%. 
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ih^t  ftate  by  fea,  as  obliged  the  dey  to  Aim mon  a  divatii  in  which 
^c  was  rcfolved  to  enter  into  an  immediate  negociation  with  tiie 
Engliib  admiral:  the  terms  were  very  fpcedily  fettled,  without 
any  of  thofe  ambiguities,  which  left  them  pretences  for  breaking 
their  treaties  vrhcti  they  pleafed ;  and,  the  biiGnefi  of  his  expe- 
dition being  happily  over,  he  returned  hoine  fafe,  with  the  fqua- 
dron  under  his  command,  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  fame 
year^. 

Some  time  after  this^but  whether  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles 
II.  or  kitig  James,  I  am  liot  able  to  fay,  he  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  vice-admiral,  and  was  as  much  efteemed  by  the  feamen, 
and  in  as  high  cretlit  at  courtj  as  any  officer  in  the  fervice.  He 
Was  alfo  appointed  on6bftKe  cbtrimiffioners  for  executing  the 
office  of  lord-htgh-admiral  of  England,  in  conjunAion  with 
Daniel;  earl  of  Nottingham^  Sir  Humphry  Winch,  bart»  Sir 
Thomas  Meeres,  km.  Sir  Edward  Hales,  hart.  Henry  Saville, 
£fq;  Sir  John  Chicheley,  knt.  and  John  lord  Vaughan,  on  the 
feventechth  of  April,  1684,  his  name  appearing  in  the  commif- 
fion,  aftci*  that  of  Sir  John  Chicheley  ^,  The  favours  he  had 
received  from  the  duke  of  York  gave  him  room  to  expe£l  far- 
ther prefcrihehts  upoii  the  acceffion  of  that  prince  to  the 
throne  $  nor  was  he  deceived  in  his  expectations,  fince,  in  th^ 
beginning  of  the  new  reign,  he  was  made  vice-admiral  of  Eng- 
land, and  mafter  of  the  irobes**;  there  being  at  that  time  noniari 
of  his  rank  who  was  more  heartily  attached  either  to  the  go« 
veinment  of  to  the  perfon  of  that  prince. 

But  when  the  fcheme  for  repealing  the  teft-a£t  came  under 
conftderation,  and  king  James  thought  fit  to  clofct  fuch  bf  his 
officers  in  the  army  and  fleet  as  had  feats  in  the  houfe  of  com. 
tnons,  it  quickly  appeared^  that  vice-admiral  Herbert  was  none 
bf  thofe  complying  fpirits,  who  for  the  fake  of  private  profit 
would  facrifice  the  intereft  of  the  public  <•  His  brother,  the  lord 
chief-juftice  Herbert,  had  expofed  himfelf  to  public  odium  by 
giving  judgmeiit  in  his  court,  in  favour  of  the  king's  difpenfing 

f  An  impartial  account  of  f^imc  remdrkaMe  paflagei  in  the  life  of  Arthur,  earl 
of  't^'^rrington.     PoIntirr*t  chronological  hiflorian,  vol.  i.  p.  X2>9«  '  The 

laws,  •rdlnancck,  and  inflitu  ions  of  the  admirakf  of  Great  Britain,  vol.  ii.  p, 
367.  k  Rerrfhy's  memoirs,  p.  241.      Standfard's  hiftory  of  the  corona- 

tion of  K'  James  acd  Q^  Maiy,  p.  11,  79.  1  Rere%*s  memoirs,  p.  141. 
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power,,  upon  an  a£^ion  brought  agatnft  Sir  Edward*  HaleSy  wK<r 
had  accepted  an  employment,  without  qualifying  himfelf  for  ic 
by  talcing  the  oaths  the*  law  required  ;  and,  though  this  feemed 
IB  fome  meafure  to  have  done  all  that  the  king  wanted,  he  ftill 
perfifted  in  his  defign  of  having  the  teil-a^  repealed,  which, 
amongft  other  extraordinary  confequences,  produced  the  difgrace 
of  vice-admiral  Herbert,  who  to  that  hour  had  never  done  any 
thing  to  difoblige  the  king,  or  had  perceived  the  lead  coldne& 
in  his  majefly  towards  him  K  We  have  this  ftory  at  large  in 
Bifhop  Burnet's  hiftory  of  his  own  times  ',  with  fome  inferences 
from  it  that  are  very  juft  j  I  fliall  give  it  the  reader,  therefore^ 
in  his  own  words. 

««  So  little  regard,'*  fays  that  prelate,  •<  had  thechief-jufticcTs 
^<  neareft  friends  to  his  opinion  in  this  particular,  that  his  bro- 
"  thcr  admiral  Herbert,  being  preffed  by  the  king  to  proniife 
«<  that  he  would  vote  fbr  the  repeal  of  the  tcft,  anfwered  the 
<(  king  very  plainly,  that  he  could  not  do  it  either  in  honour  or 
**  confcience.  The  king  faid,  he  knc^v  he  was  a  man  of  honour,. 
^  but  the  reft  of  his  life  did  not  look  like  a  man  that  had  great 
«  regard  to  confcience.  He  anfwered  boldly,  he  had  his  faults, 
^  but  they  were  fuch,  that  other  people  who  talked  more  of 
^  confcience  were  guilty  of  the  like.  He  was  indeed  a  mait 
**  abandoned  to  luxury  and  vice  ;  but  though  he  was  poor,  and 
^  had  much  to  lofe,  having  places  to  the  value  of  fburthoufand 
M  pounds  a-year,  he  chofe  to  lofe  them  all  rather  than  comply^ 
**  This  made  much  noife  ;  for,  as  he  had'  great  reputation  for 
^  his  condu£l  in  fea  affiiirs,  fo  he  had  been  moft  paffionately 
^<  zealous  in  the  king's  fervicc,  from  his  firft  fetting  out  to  that 
<<  day.  It  appeared  by  this,  that  no  paft  fervice  would  be  con* 
<*  fidered,  if  men  were  not  refolved  to  comply  in  every  thing.** 

The  bifhop  b^ars  very  hard,,  in  the  beginning  of  this  account 
of  the  vice-admiral's  behaviour,  upon  that  of  his  brother  the 
chicf-jufticc,  as  he  does  likewife  in  many  other  places ;  it  is  there- 
fore but  common  juilice  to  the  charaAer  of  that  gentlenMn> 
who  was  a  great  lawyer,  and  in  private  fife  a  very  generous 
worthy  man,  to  take  notice,  that  he  was  very  far  from  being  fo 
abfolute  a  timc-ferver  as  he  is  frequently  rcprcfcntcd ;  for  the 

^  An  Impartial  account  of  fume  reirarkabtc  parfn^cs  in  the  life  of  Arthur,  earl  of 
Torrington,  i^c.  l  Vol.  i.  p.  671, 
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truth  15,  tbat  he  fuffered  as  well  as  his  brother  for  his  regard  t9 
the  public,  and  there  feems  to  be  no  reafon  that  this  truth  fhould 
iK>t  be  as  well  known*  When  king  James  found  it  was  in  vain 
to  think  of  attaining  bis  purpofes  by  a  parliament,  he  placed  all 
bis  hopes  in  what  was  certainly  a  fitter  inftrument  foranfwering 
his  defign,  and  that  was  his  (landing  army.  Yet  in  the  manage- 
ment of  this  there  was  ibme  diiEculty ;  for,  being  compofcd  of 
Englifhment  they  (hewed  an  inclination  rather  10  defert  their 
colours  than  to  a£t  againd  their  country.  To  prevent  this,  it 
was  refolved  to  make  ufe  of  an  a£l  of  parliament,  by  which  ic 
was  made  felony  for  any  foldier  to  quit  his  colours,  after  being 
duly  inliftcd  in  the  king's  fervice,  in  time  of  war,  either  in  parts 
beyond  the  feas  or  in  Scotland*  But,  to  make  this  law  operate 
ia  England  was  not  very  confonant  to  law,  how  much  foever  it 
might  be  to  the  king's  will  in  this  pointy  therefore  the  lord 
chief-juilice  Herbert  was  as  far  from  complying  in  this,  as  hi« 
brother  the  admiral  had  been  in  that  of  the  tc& ;  upon  which  he 
was  removed,  and  was  fuccceded  in  his  high  oiSce  by  Sir  Ro- 
bert Wrjijht,  who  had  not  long  after  hanged  a  poor  foldier 
upon  that\(latute<  by  way  of  wetting  his  commiiEon  ". 

It  is  iruc^  that  Sir  Edward  Herbert  followed  the  fortunes  of 
liis  mader,  «nd  remained  with  him  in  France,  which  fhewed 
that  what  he  did  upon  the  bench,  proceeded  purely  from  con- 
science, and  not  from  any  private  reafon  of  hope  or  fear  what- 
ever. But  this  conduQ  of  the  chief  judice  in  fucceeding  times, 
was  thrown  in  the  teeth  of  his  brother,  and  ill-natured  people 
took  occafion  to  fuggeft,  that  it  was  very  unlikely  one  fliould  be 
faithful  to  king  William,  while  the  other  was  excepted  out  of 
^11  afts  of  indemnity  for  his  adherence  to  king  James  ".  But 
let  us  now  quit  this  (liort  digreflaon,  which,  however,  (hews  what 
fentiments  the  founded  lawyers  had  of  a  danding  army  in  thole 
<lays,  in  order  to  return  to  the  cpndufi^  of  vice-admiral  Herbert 
after  be  was  removed  from  his  employments,  and  reduced  to  the 
ilate  of  a  private  man,  with  no  very  confiderahje  fortune  to fup^ 
^ort  even  that. 

™  W»x)d*»  Arhen.  Oxon,  vol.  il.  col.  tfp*. 

0  In  many  of  the  parophleti  after  the  carl'i  difgrarc,  thU  wi%  r^flsacd  on,  aod 
tbc  author  of  the  impirtial  account  apolo^ifcs  for  it. 
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The  fcnall  appearance  there  was  of  his  being  able  to  live  witl^ 
honour  or  even  with  fafety  at  home,  and  his  inclinarion  to  follow 
many  perfons  of  great  reputation,  who  at  that  jun£tare  chofe  to 
retire  abroad,  induced  him  to  withdraw  to  Holland,  whttber  he 
was  either  accompanied  or  quickly  followed  by  his  brother  co- 
lonel Charles  Herbert,  and  by  his  coufin  Henry  Herbert,  Efq; 
whom  king  William  afterwards  created  lord  Herbert  of  Cberbu* 
ry.  Upon  his  arrival  at  the  Hagqe  the  vice-admiral  was  exceed<^ 
ingly  well  received,  and  not  long  after  taken  into  the  fervice  of 
the  States,  which  was  a  very  prudent  and,  in  its  coafequences^ 
t>e|ieficial'{lep,  numbers  of  Englifli  feamen  following,  and  enter* 
ing  for  his  fake  into  the  Dutch  fervice  ^,  which  convinced  the 
States  that  things  were  come  to  a  crifis  in  England,  and  that  the 
king  had  loft  the  affections  of  the  fubjeAs  to  a  ftrange  degreet 
when  the  feamen,  who  of  all  others  haci  (hewed  themfelves  moft 
hearty  in  his  cau(e,  began  to  forfake  him. 

At  the  prince  of  Orange's  court  vice-admiral  Herbert  was  very 

fincerely  welcomed ;  he  was  known  to  be  a  man  of  great  weight 

and  experience,  one  that  perfe£lly  underftopd  the  iftate  of  the 

Englifh  fleet,  and  the  temper  and  charadlers  of  the  officers  whq 

commanded  it ;  fo  that  there  U  no  colour  of  reafon  to  wonder 

he  was  treated  with  very  high  refpc£V,  and  received  into  the  moft 

entire  confidence,  more  efpecially  as  \ie  took  care  to  maintain 

his  dignity  by  a  very  cautious  and  referYpd  behaviour,  contrary 

to  that  heat  and  vehemence  expreffed  by  fome  other  perfons^ 

who  thought  to  make  their  court,  by  reprefenting  an  attempt  u- 

pon  England  as  a  thing  that  might  be  eafily  accofnplifhed  ; 

■        *  •  '       '    f*    '        '''     '  • 

whereas  the  vice-admiral  under  flood  and  fpoke  of  it  as  an  un- 

dertaking  that  required  a  very  confidcrable  llrength,  exceeding 
difcreet  management,  and  much  deliberation  p.  ' 

The  fiime  prelate  we  have  before  quoted  gives  us,  on  this  oc- 
cafioni  a  very  different  chara£ler  of  Mr.  Herbert  from  that  which 
he  had  drawn  before,  in  order  to  (hew  how  great  his  own  me- 
rit was  in  managing  a  man  who  was  altogether  untraceable  in  the 
hands  of  others,  and  even  of  the  prince  himfelf ;  the  paflage  is 
very  curious,  and  therefore  the  reader  fhall  fte  it  in  the  bifhop's 

^  Sir  John  Rere(by*s  tnemoirf,  p.  x66.  P  An  impartial  account  of 

many  remarkable  pafFajvei  xa  the  life  ui  Arthur,  ear!  of  Torrington,  &c. 

own 
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pwn  words  ^:  <<  Admiral  Herbert  came  over  to  Holland,  and 
y  was  received  with  a  particular  regard  to  his  pride  and  ill-hu- 
f<  mour;  for  he  was  oh  every  occafion  (6  fullen  and  peevifh^ 
^<  that  it  was  plain  he  fet  a  high  value  on  himfeif,  and  expcfied 
<<  the  fame  of  all  others.  He  had  got  his  accounts  pad,  in  which 
<^  be  complained,  that  the  king  had  ufed  him  not  only  hardly, 
«  but  unjuftly.  He  wa9  a  man  delivered  up  to  pride  ^nd  luxury ; 
V  yet  he  had  a  good  underflanding,  and  he  had  gained  fo  great 
«  a  reputation  by  his  fteady  behaviour  in  England,  that  the 
«  prince  undcrftood,  that  it  was  expedied  he  fhould  uk  him  as 
«  he  himfeif  Ihould  deiire,  in  which  it  was  not  very  cafy  to  him 
**  to  conftrain  himfeif  fo  far  as  that  required.  The  managing; 
f<  him  was  in  a  great  meafure  put  on  me ;  and  it  was  no  eafy 
**  thing.  It  made  me  often  refleft  on  the  providence  of  God, 
*<  that  makes  fome  men  infVruments  ^n  great  things,  to  which 
<*  they  themfelves  have  no  fort  of  affeflion  or  difpoiition ;  for  his 
^  private  quarrel  with  the  lord  Dartmouth,  who  he  thought  had 
M  tnore  of  the  king's  confidence  than  he  himfeif  had,  was  be- 
**  lieved  the  root  of  all  the  fullennefs  he  fell  under  toward  the 
**  king,  and  of  all  the  firmnefs  that  grew  out  of  that.** 

It  muft  appear  vapre  wonderful  than  any  thing  obferved  by  our 
hiilorian,  if  this  was  the  real  charaftcr  of  the  man,  that  the 
States  General  and  the  prince  of  Orange  fhould  give  him  the  title 
of  lieutenant-general-admiral,  and  intrufl  him  with  the  fupreme 
command '  of  their  fleet.  It  is  true  our  author  fays,  that  this  was 
not  very  eafy  to  the  States,  or  to  the  prince  hinifelf,  who  thought 
It  an  abfurd  thing ;  but  why  did  they  do  it  then  ?  Nothing  lefs, 
fays  he,  would  content  Herbert,  If  this  was  fo,  we  have  fome 
reafon  to  believe,  that  the  States  and  the  prince  of  Orange  had 
a  very  high  opinion  of  his  talents,  or  of  his  int^reft,  in  taking  (b 
extraordinary  a  (lep,  merely  becaufe  he  would  not  be  content 
without  it  *. 

But  it  was  more  probable,  that  he  was  put  at  the  head  of  the 
fleet,  becaufe  there  were  many  reafons  that  made  him  the  pro* 
pereft  man  for  that  command,  fuch  as  the  nature  of  the  defiga 
iifclf,  his  intereft  among  the  officers  of  the  Englifh  navy,  his 

<l  Htftory  of  hii  own  timef,  vol.  i.  p.  7^1.  r  j^^  cierc  hiftoire  det  pro- 

Tinccs  unics,  tome  iii.  p.  409.     Mercure  hifljrique  ct  politique,  icroe  v.  p.  iijtf, 
»  Hldoff  of  bis  owa  times,  vul.  u  p.  764. 

perfc£t 
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perfef):  acquaintance  with  our  coa(lB»  his  being  moft  iikdy  to 
"Engage  the  governors  of  Tea-port  towns  to  come  in  to  the  prince^ 
andy  above  all,  the  neceffity  they  were  under  of  having  foxne 
Englilhman  in  a  high  poft,  to  prevent  the  people  from  coniider»> 
tng  this  as  a  hoftile  invafion.  Now,  if  we  view  this  matter  m 
thefe  lights,  it  is  no  difficult  thing  to  fee,  that,  of  all  theEnglifli 
who  were  about  his  royal  highnefs,  vice-admiral  Herbert  wab  ia 
every  rerpe£i  the  fitteft  man  to  be  intruded  with  that  command  ^ 
and  therefore,  if  nothing  elfe  would  content  him,  it  might  not 
proceed  from  pride,  from  ambition,  or  ill -humour,  but  from  hm 
making  a  right  judgment  of  things,  and  knowing  that  nothing 
could  contribute  fo  much  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  enterprise ;  yet,  of 
the  two,  it  is  infinitely  more  probable,  that  he  did  not  iniift  upoa 
this  himfelf,  but  that  the  States  and  the  prince  of  Orange  con- 
ferred the  command  upon  him  as  a  thing  which  they  faw  to  be 
very  expedient,  or  rather  abfolutely  necefTary^ 

It  was  certainly  a  very  extraordinary  undertaking  iti  all  re- 
|pe£b,  and  will  appear  fo,  if  we  cefie£t  that  a  great  army  was 
to  be  embarked ;  that  feven  hundred  tranfports  were  to  be  pre- 
pared  for  that  embarkation ;  that  prQvifions,  ammunition,  and 
every  thing  requifite  for  the  fervice,  as  well  of  tlie  army  as  of  the 
fleer,  was  to  be  procured  in  a  (hort  time,  and  with  the  utmoft 
fecrecy  i  all  which  was  aftually  done  by  the  indefatigable  diii. 
gence  of  four  commiffioners,  vi%.  Bentinck,  Dykvelt,  Van  Hulft^ 
and  Herbert:  it  is  plain  therefore,  that  his  (kill  in  dire^ng  what 
was  requifite  for  the  fleet  was  entirely  relied  on ;  and,  if  he  had 
been  fuch  a  haughty,  morofc,  overbearing  perfon,  he  could  have 
hardly  maintained  a  fair  correfpondencc  with  his  colleagues  for 
fo  long  a  fpacc  as  they  were  engaged  in  making  thefe  prepara- 
tions; as  to  which  our  hiftorian  tells  us,  that  they  were  two 
months  conftantly  employed  in  giving  all  the  neceiTary  orders^ 
which  they  did  with  fo  little  noife,  that  nothing  broke  out  all 
chat  time  "• 

After  fuch  an  inftance  of  his  capacity  and  indefatigable  care, 
they  might  well  expcft  that  the  reft  of  his  condudl  would  be  of 
a  piece.  But  what  feems  farther  to  explain  the  real  intention  of 
the  States  and  the  prince  of  Orange  in  trufliug  vlce-admirai 

^  Htftory  of  the  reToIution,  p.  13;. 

<<  ihiioyy  of  liit  owa  times,  vol  i.  p.  7ii. 

Herbert, 
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Herbert,  though  a  ftranger,  with  fo  high  a  cooimand,  was,  the 
publiihing  his  letter  to  the  commanders  of  the  Englifh  fieet  at 
the  very  fame  time  with  the  prince  of  Orange's  declaration ;  for^ 
if  they  had  not  placed  very  ftrong  hopes  upon  that)  without 
queftion  it  had  never  been  pttblilhed  at  al),  and,  if  they  had  fuch 
hopes,  this  alone  will  fufficiently  account  for  the  giving  him  the 
chief  command  under  the  prince  of  Orange,  to  whom,  by  the 
nature  of  his  commiflion,  he  was  lieutenant-general  by  fca.  Nei-^ 
ther  were  thefe  hopes  of  influencing  the  EngHifa  fcamen  flightly 
grounded,  Gnce  the  pamphlets  wrote  in  thofe  timea  univerfally 
agree^  that  the  feamen  had  a  very  general  and  warm  averfion  to 
Popery,  diiliked  and  defpifed  fuch  of  their  ofBcers  as  had  cm- 
braced  that  religion,  and  were  very  prone  in  their  cups  to  drink 
admiral  Herbert's  health ;  fo  that  thefe  were  very  ftrong  indica- 
tions  9f  their  ill-will  on  one  Cde,  and  their  good-will  on  the 
other  ^. 

It  is  however  true,  that  this  letter  had  not  the  tifc£t  that  wa» 
enpef^ed  from  it,  or  rather  bad  not  fuch  an  effedt  fo  foon  as  it 
was  expedited ;  but  this  wa3  chkfly  owing  to  unforefeen  and  in«* 
evitable  accidents ;.  neither  can.any  thing  be  aiErmed  about  it 
with  much  certainty :  but  as  the  letter  itfeif  is  curious,  and  as  it 
id  4iot  commonly  to  be  met  whh,  unlefs  in  a  French  tranflation^ 
it  may  not  be  difagreeable  to  the  reader  here  -,  and  there  is  the 
more  reafen  to  infert  it,  becaufe  nothing  can  have  a  clofer  rela-^ 
tion  to  this  noble  perfon's  memoirs,  fince  it  muft  be  allowed  to- 
have  been  the  moft  remarkable  and  mod  important  paper  tha^ 
ever  fell  from  his  pen,  and  was  conceived  in  the  following 
words. 


To  all  commanders  of  Ihips  and  fcamen  in  his  majcfly's. 

fleet. 

Gentlemen, 

I  HAVE  little  to  add  to  what  his  higbnefs  has  expreiTcil  in 
general  terms,  befldes  laying  before  you  the  dangerous  way  yotr 
are  at  prefent  in,  where  ruin  or  infamy  muft  inevitably  attend 
you,  if  you  do  not  join  with  the  prince  in  the  common  caufe 

^  An  impartial  accoun:  of  many  Kmaik^blc  pa^ges  in  l^c  life  of  the  earl  of 
ToiringCon,  irr. 
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for  the  defence  of  your  religion  and  liberties ;  fot  fbould  It 
pleafe  God,  for  the  fins  of  the  Engliih  nation,  to  fuffer  your  arni^ 
to  prevail,  to  what  end  can  your  vi£tory  ferve  you^  but  to  en- 
flave  you  deeper,  and  overthrow  the  true  religion  in  which  yoti 
have  lived,  and  your  fathers  died,  of  which  I  beg  yoU  as  a  friend 
to  confider  the  confequences,  and  to  refle£l  bn  the  blot  ahd  infa- 
my it  will  bring  on  you,  not  only  now,  but  id  all  after-ages^ 
that  by  your  melns  the  Proteftant  religion  was  deftroyed|  and 
your  country  deprived  of  its  ancient  liberties  $  and  if  it  pleaie^ 
God  to  blefs  the  prince's  endeavours  with  fuccefsj  as  I  do  not 
doubt  but  he  will,  confider  then  what  their  con<iit]cn  will  be 
that  oppofe  him  in  this  fo  good  a  defign,  where  th^  gteateft 
favour  they  can  hope  for«  is  their  being  fufFered  to  end  thei^ 
days  ih  niifery  and  want^  detefied  and  defpifed  by  all  good 
mem 

It  is,  therefore,  for  thefe  and  for  many  other  reafons,  tob  long 
to  infert  here,  that  I,  as  a  true  Englifhman,  and  your  friend, 
Exhort  you  to  join  your  arms  to  the  prince  for  the  defence  of 
the  common  cau(e,  the  Proteftant  religion,  and  the  liberties  of 
your  country. 

It  is  what  I  am  well  afifured,  the  major  and  beft  part  of  the 
army,  as  well  as  the  nation^  will  do  as  foon  as  convenience  i^ 
ofl^red.  Prevent  them  in  fo  good  an  a£tion  while  it  is  iri 
your  power,  and  make  it  appear,  that  as  the  kingdom  has  al- 
ivays  depended  on  the  navy  for  its  defence,  fo  you  will  yet  gd 
further,  by  making  it  as  much  as  in  you  lies  the  proteAion  of 
her  religion  and  liberties )  and  then  you  may  afifure  yourfelves 
of  all  marks  of  favour  ahd  hon6ur^  fuitable  to  the  merits  of  fo 
glorious  an  action.  After  this  I  ought  not  to  add  fo  inconfider- 
able  a  thing,  as  that  it  will  for  ever  engage  me  to  be  in  a  moft 
particular  manner, 

Your  faithful  friend, 

Aboard  the  Leyden,  And  humble  fervant, 

in  the  Goree,  Ar.  HERfiERT. 

"When  every  thing  was  ready>the  troops  were  imbarked  wirlt 
fo  much  fpeed  and  fecrecy,  that  no  advices  could  be  given  iri 
England  that  could  be  of  any  ufe  j  btit  ncftvirithftandiflg  this 
care,  the  fleet  was  obliged  to  return.     They  failed  on  the  nine- 
teenth 
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i^ietih  of  Oaobcr,  1688,  and  tfaey  put  back  idto  pbrt  00  the 
tweoty*fecond.  Thk  was  a  great  dUappointment  ^  and,  with- 
out doubts  had  things  been  managed  by  a  prince  of  kfi  firmi- 
nefs,  or  by  an  admiral  of  leis  experience^  their  expedition  had 
been  loft  '•  It  is  reportedi  that  admiral  Herbert  advifed  put- 
ting off  the  bufincfs  to  that  late  feafon  of  the  year,  becaufe  his 
judged  that  the  winds  would  be  more  favourable ;  that  the 
king^s  fleet  would  be  lefs  able  to  z& ;  and  that,  when  the  cn^ 
terprize  was  fo  long  delayed,  it  would  be  concluded  in  England 
to  be  given  over. 

His  ferene  highnefs  came  into  thi$  propoGtbn  for  the  reafons 
foefore^affigned,  and  for  one  as  weighty  as  any  of  them,  which 
was  more  immediately  known  to,  and  more  fuUy  comprehended 
by  himfeU,  and  this  was,  that  the  feafon  of  the  year  for  a  cam& 
paign  being  over,  the  French  were  not  like  to  make  any  at- 
tempts, and  coofequently  the  States«<3eneral  ran  little  or  no  ha- 
zard by  their  troops  being  tfaos  employed  at  this  junQure  '.  It 
is  on  all  fides  acknowledged,  that  it  was  owing  to  reafons  fug- 
gefted  by  admiral  Herbert,  that  the  prince  of  Orange  laid  afide 
his  intention  of  failing  northward  to  the  Humber,  which  mufl: 
have  been  attended  with  great  incontenienciesj  as  no  fleet  could 
ly  long  with  iafety  on  that  coaft  ' :  but  it  is  dot  certain  whether 
he  gave  the  advice,  iHiich  however  was  followed,  of  publiOiing 
in  all  the  Dutch  gaaettesi  that  the  fleet  had  been  Irery  roughly 
handled  by  the  ftorm ;  chat  abundance  of  horfes  had  been  thrown 
overboard ;  that  many  perfons  of  diftin£Uon,  and  particularly 
Dr.  Bumeti  were  caft  away  and  drowned^  which  had  the  effe£^^ 
that  was  expelled  from  it^  of  perfuading  fuch  as  tvere  not  in  the 
fecret,  that  the  expedition  was  totally  overthrown,  or  that  it 
tnuft  be  poftpoded  for  fome  months  at  leaft  *. 

It  is  i%ry  certain,  that  this  unexpeded  check  made  many  peo^ 
pie  mighty  trneafy,  and  occafioned  fome  very  ezti'aordinai'y  pro-" 
pofals  to  the  pfince.  Amongft  the  l^eft  one  was,  that  admiral 
Herbert  with  a  ftout  rqu.idron  (hould  proceed  to  the  Englifli 

X  Hiftofy  of  rSe  rev6lutinn  by  R.  F.  H!ft.  de  GoillMumc  lit.  priote  d'Orad^tf, 
t  Mercore  hiftorique  et  p>linqu(^^  OAobfe,  Novembrc,  ct  Decedibre,  i68^ 
s  Burnet's  hiOory  of  hit  owi>  cimes,  vol.  i.  p,  yyiL  ^  Kerfiet'*  hlHory  of 

England,  vol.  iij.  p.  ^36^    Life  of  K,  Wiliuni|  p.- 131.    HiHofy  of  the  drier tion*, 
p.   5SI- 

Vol.  It  3  Z  coaft. 
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coaft,  and  fight  the  king's  fleet,  to  which  he  was  not  at  aS 
averie}  but  the  weather  rendered  it  imprafticable.  The  prince 
df  OrangCy  however,  never  altered  bu  intention  in  the  leaft  j  but 
having  given  the  neceilary  orders  for  repairing  the  (hips,  and  re* 
freflitng  the  troops,  which  was  foon  done,  the  fleet  failed  again 
tipon  the  firft  of  November  ^,  and  (as  we  have  fliewn  elfewbere) 
arrived  i^dily  and  faiefy  on  the  £ngliOi  caaft,  where,  by  the 
{kill  and  care  of  admiral  Herbert,  the  troops  were  very  foon 
landed,  and,  by  his  intelligence  with  feveral  peribns  of  diftind^ioa 
in  the  neighbourhood,  amply  fupplied  with  provifions  and  other 
laeceflTaricsb  In  si  very  feii^  days  after,  the  good  ctfeSt  of  the 
admiral's  letter  appeared  by  the  coming  in  of  ieveral  fhips^  the 
£rft  of  which  was  the  Newcaftle,  lying  at  Plym«uch^  under  the 
command  of  captijin  Churchill  ^ ;  and,  the  way  being  once  broke, 
the  Teamen  declared  in  general  for  the  prince  ^  from  all  which  it 
fully  appeared,  how  much  the  fuccefs  of  this  great  afi^air  wa» 
Owing  to  the  valour,  vigikmce,,  aad  prudence  of  this  noble  per- 
fon. 

On  the  8th  of  March,  1.68S,  king  William  granted  a  com* 
mifiion  for  executing  the  office  of  lord  high^admiral  to  the  fol- 
lowing perfons^  via.  Arthur  Herbert,  Efq;  }ohn,  earl  of  Carbery,. 
Sir  Michael  Wharton,  Sir  Thomas  Lee,  baronet,  Sir  John  Chi- 
chely,  knight.  Sir  John  Lowt her  of  Whitehaven,  baronet,  and 
William  Sacheverel,  Efq;  but  the  lad  declined  accepting  that 
poft,  declaring,  that,  as  he  underftood  nothing  of  maritime  af- 
fairs, he  could  not  accept  the  falary  with  a  fafe  confcience  ^«  As 
for  the  command  of  the  fleet,  that  was  intrufted  with  admiral 
Herbert  from  the  beginning,  and  he  had  likewife  the  honour  of 
bringing  over  the  new  q^ueen  ^* 

We  have  already  given  a  hrge  account  of  his  behaviour  in 
the  bufmefs  of  Bantry-bay  f,  of  the  motives  which  induced  hinv 
to  fight  the  French  fleet,  and  of  the  confcquences  of  that  adlion^ 
collcfled  as  well  from  the  French  as  our  hiftorians :  but  after 
all,  perhaps  the  reader  will  not  be  difpleafcd  to  fee  the  accouni 

b"  Burnet'i  biftory  of  hii  own  time*,  toU  i.  p.  787,  788.    Kmnet.  vnl    iii. 
p.  527.    Life  of  king  Wilhsm,  p.  r33,  134.  c  Rrmarkable  pafTagesin  iL» 

life  of  Arthur,  fatl  of  Torringfon,  ^c,  d  Hiftury  of  the  proceediogt  .-f 

fhc  houfc  of  lirUi,  vol  i.  p.  343.  c  Sec  ihc  nival  bifloty  in  1^69. 

f  Printed  10  t  (heet  and  a  half  io  ihe  Savoy.- 

publiihcd 
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^bliflicd  by  authority,  drawn  from  the  admirars  own  letter 
from  on  board  the  Elilabethi  dated  May  the  fecond,  1689,  and 
which  imported, 

<*  That  admiral  Herbert,  having  refitted  at  Milfbrd-haven  the 
*<  damages  which  fome  of  his  (hips  had  fuftained  by  ill  weather 
**  on  the  coaft  of  Ireland,  intended  to  go  diredly  for  Breft ;  but 
«<  the  wind  coming  eafterly^  which  might  bring  the  French  fleet 
^f  out,  he  ftood«  on  the  twenty-fourth  paft,  over  to  Kingfale, 
<*  which  he  judged  the  Ukelieft  way  to  meet  them. 

•*  That  accordingly,  on  the  29th,  our  fcouts  made  fignal, 
*<  that  they  difcovercd  a  fleet  keeping  their  wind,  which  made 
f*  us  likewife  keep  our  own  all  night,  to  hinder  them  from  gct- 
«<  ting  into  Kingfale.  The  ^hirfietfa  they  heard  the  enemy  was 
*«  gonfe  into  Baltimore,  being  forty-four  fail ;  whereupon  ours 
*<  bore  away  to  that  place,  but  found  there  was  nofign  of  them. 
«  That  in^he  evening  our  fcouts  got  fight  of  them  again  to  the 
««  weftward  of  Cape-Clear :  we  fleered  after  them,  and  found 
'««  they  were  got  into  the  Bantry  ;  we  lay  off  the  bay  all  night, 
*<  and  the  next  mornings  by  break  -of  day,  ftood  in,  where  we 
«*  found  them  at  anchor.  That  they  got  prrfcntty  under  fail, 
"  and  bore  down  upon  our  i^ect  in  a  line  compofed  of  twenty. 
**  eight  men  of  war  and  Rvc  fire-ftiips.  That  when  they  came 
«•  within  mufkct-fhot  of  the  Defiance,  the  hcadmoft  of  our  fliips^ 
-««  the  French  admiral  put  out  the  fignal  of  battle,  which  was  be- 
«*  gun  by  them,  they  firing  their  great  and  fmall  (hot  very  fu» 
*<  rioufly  on  the  DcfiaiKC  and  the  refl,  as  we  came  in  our  line^ 
*«  That  then  we  made  feveral  boards  to  gain  the  wind,  or  at  leaft 
•'  to  engage  them  clofer;  but,  finding  that  way  of  working  very 
■*«  difadvantagcous,  admiral  Herbert  flood  off  to  fea,  as  well  to 
•««  have  got  our  Ihips  into  a  line,  as  to  have  gained  the  wind  of 
•*  the  cncmy^  but  found  them  fo  cautious  in  bearing  down,  that 
•*«  we  could  never  get  an  opportunity  of  doing  it ;  and  in  this 
•«•  pofture  continued  battering  upon  a  ftretch  until  five  in  the 
««  afternoon,  when  the  French  admiral  tacked  from  us,  and 
^<  flood  away  farther  into  the  bay. 

*«  That  admiral  Herbert's  fliip,  and  fome  of  the  reft,  being 
^*  difabled  in  their  rigging,  we  could  not  follow  them;  but  we 
•«  continued  fome  time  after  before  the  bay,  and  our  admiral 
«  gave  him  a  gun  at  parting.  In  this  acUon  captain  Aylmer  in 
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f  <  tlie  Portland^  who  came  in  fopa  enough  for  the  battle^  mUk 
f <  others  Qf  the  fquadron  m^qtionedt  V^  ninety-four  fcMBcii 
^  were  killed,  and  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  wouqded*  a« 
f <  appears  by  a  fiirvey  taken  softer  the  £|gbt }  9nd  Qur  ihipt  re* 
f <  chived  li(tle  damage,  except  in  iheir  fails  apd  riggmg. 

f<  71^(9  ^  f<^^  W^  officers  a|Kl  feaipen,  that  right  muft  be 
f  <  done  them,  they  behaved  tbemfelves  with  all  the  courage  and 
f<  chearfulneis  ths^t  cpuld  be  expe^ed  from  the  braveft  men^ 
f<  and  that  on  the  other  iide,  without  lefleoiog  the  enemy,  h 
<<  may  be  faid  that  they  either  want^  cG^ntge  q^  ikiU  to  make 
f <  ufe  of  the  advantage  pf  the  place,  the  wind,  their  fire?lhip8, 
f  <  and  tl^eir  number,  being  at  leaf^  double  our  forc^  they  having 
f  <  eighteen  ihips^  the  )eaft  f>f  which  yrzf  is  big  as  the  Eliiabeth  s 
f  <  and  \t  fq  happened,  ^t  the  \va\p  of  the  engagement,  admiral 
f  <  Herbert  had  with  him  but  eigl^f  third  rateii,  ten  fourth  rates^ 
^*  oi^e  fifth  rate^  and  two  tenders,  Jixi^  th^it  fbe  fleet  defigned 
^'  to  rendezvous  apd  ipefit  at  Scilly**^ 

As  to  the  perfonal  bel:^aviour  of  ^dmivsU  Herbert  in  this  a£iion, 
it  was  a^ogether  unexceptionable;  he  was  in  the  hotteft  of  the 
fervice  hioifelf,  bad  feveral  of  the  largeft  of  the  enemy's  {hips 
ppon  him  at  4  time,  notwithftandtng  which  b^  continued  to  exr 
pofe  himfelf  t9  ei^counige  the  feamen  fw Of^  in  hand  upon  the 
quarter-deck^  and  to  do  all  that  lay  in  )\h  power  to  cpntinue  the 
engagement,  infomuch  tha^  many  thought,  that,  if  the  reft  of 
the  of^cers  had  done  theif*  duty  as  well  as  he,  they  bad  given  a 
better  account  of  the  French  than  they  dtd^:  for  which  fi)m« 
officers  were  called  to  a  ^purt-martial,  and  broke  i  fo  n(inch  was 
the  admiral  a  love^  of  difcipline^  Qn  the  fifteentl^  of  May« 
when  the  king  dined  on  boa^d  bis  (hip,  I^e  was  pleafed  to  expret^ 
l^reat  fatisfa^ipn  in  bis  conduct,  and  declared  his  intention  of 
creating  him  a  peer,  as  he  afterwards  did,  viz^.  on  the  twenty- 
ninth  of  the  fame  month,  by  the  title  of  barop  Herbert  of  Tor- 
^ay,  and  earl  of  Torrington^  The  hpufe  of  commons  alia 
were  pleafe<l  to  give  him  thanks  for  the  fervice  h,e  h^d  done  the 

'  t  jfmpattial  account  of  Tome  remarkable  pa(&get  in  the  Kfe  of  Arthnc^eaH  o0 
'^urrington,  p.  19.  ^  Kennet*s  hiftor/of  England,  vol.  iii.  p,  5^4.  Lilti 

^!  \}Pt  William,  p,  S3&.     OIdinifon*s  hiftoiy  of  the  Scuaiu,  vol,  iL  p.  10,  ii« 
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tetfen,  in  taking  the  firft  opporttmity  to  fight  the  French  hi 
Bsntry-hayU 

Tbe  reader  will,  without  doubt,  be  pleafed  to  fee  this  matter 
fet  in  the  moft  authentic  light  from  the  journal  of  the  hcMife,  in 
which  it  appears,  that  Arthur  Herbert,  Efq;  then  burgefs  for  the 
town  of  Plymouth  in  the  county  of  Devon,  being  in  his  pbce» 
had  their  dianks  in  confequence  of  an  order  made  the  Satunlay 
before,  which  are  thus  entered : 

Martis  %\^  dli  Maii^  pfinte  H^tlielmi  it  MarU. 

■      • 

Mo  Speaker  gave  admiral  Herbert  the  thanks  of  the  houfe 
according  to  their  order  of  Saturday  lad^  to  the  c$R:A  as  foL- 
lowethy  wz, 

'<  Admiral  HsRBfiitT, 

<<  This  houfe  hath  ts&ken  notice  of  the  great  fervice  you  have 
<*  performed  in  engaging  the  French  lleet ;  they  do  look  upon  it 
«<  as  one  of  the  bniTeft  a£Uons  done  in  this  laft  age,  and  expeA 
<<  it  will  raife  the  reputation  of  the  Englifli  valour  to  its  ancient 
<<  glory.  I  do  therefore,  by  the  command  of  this  houfe,  return 
<f  you  their  hearty  thanks  for  this  fervice»  and  dcGre  that  you 
<<  will  comn>unicate  the  like  thanks,  in  their  name,  to  the  Qffi<» 
<<  cers  and  feamen  that  icrved  under  your  ccxnmand,  and  to  let 
<'  them  know  that  this  houfe  will  have  a  particular  regard  of 
«<  their  merits,  and  take  ^are,  as  iniigh  98  in  them  lies,  to  givf , 
^<  them  all  due  encouragement/' 

Whereupon  3dn)in4  Herbert  ^ake  to  tbe  cSkOt  as  foUoweth: 

•*  SIR, 

<<  I  AM  in  fome  confufioti  at  this  great  and  unexpe£led  ho- 
<<  nour,  and  the  more,  becaufe  I  want  words  to  exprels  my 
<<  fenfe  of  it*  The  beft  return  that  I  think  myfelf  capable  of 
*<  making,  is  to  affure  thi$  honourable  houfe^  that,  with  my  ut- 
^*  moft  hazard  I  will  endeavour,  by  my  future  a£lions,  to  de- 
«<  ferre  it,  and  will  not  fail  to  obey  their  commands,  in  acquaints 
\s  ing  the  officers  and  feameni  who  were  with  me,  of  the  fa* 

i  9hindler*f  debitei^  vol.  iK  p.  31 3* 

CI  yourJi^e 


55P  M  EMDI  R  S'  OB 

f <  vjourabl^  ac3ceptadoo»  1^  tbi&  hpafc,  ol  their  ieririce.  And, 
**  fince  the  houfe  have  fo  favourable  an  opinion  of  th^r  anions, 
^f  I  would  beg  thtk  leare  to  make  an'huTpide  mocion,  and  I 
^<  th'uok  it  t$  a  thing  becamiog  the  greatnei^  of  tliis  nation,  and 
■f *  indeed  has  been  tl)c  .c^re  of  almi>ft  ail  nations  tiijat  have  anf 
^<  cffipmeree  at  feai  it  isi  to  afiign  fome  place  and  revenue  for 
5f  the  fgppprt  at  fuch  a$  are  maimed  in  tbe  fervice  and  defence 
<^  of  their  country.  There  is  no  Sufficient  proviibn  made  at  pre- 
**  fent  in  this  kingdom,  and  indeed  it  is  too  great  a  charge  for 
<«  the  crown*  I  therefore  (lumbly  move,  it  may  he  ordered  by 
«<  this  houfe,  that  an  a£t  may  pafs,  that  they  may  have  a  fup- 
**  port  and  fubfiftence,  after  they  have  fay  wounds  been  made 
«  incapable  of  farther  fervicc/* 

Refolved,  That  the  houfe  will  take  care  to  make  a  proviCon 
for  fuch  feamen  as  are,  or  {ball  be  wounded  in  their  majefties 
fervice,  and  for  the  wives  and  children  of  fuch  as  are,  or  (hall 
he  ilain  therein ;  and  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  confider 
how  the  fame  may  be  done. 

•  And  it  is  referred  to  admiral  Herbert,  Mr.  Hales,  Mr.  Bot 
cawen,  Mr.  Afliburnbam,  Sir  William  WHKams,  Mr.  Garway, 
Mr.  Elwel,  lord  Cooke, >Mr.  Holies,  Mr.  Papilten,  Mr.  Gwyn^ 
lord  Falkland,  lord  Sherrard,  Mr.  Bickerftaff,  Mr.  Henry  Her- 
bert, Mr.  Edward  Ruflel,  Mr.  Bromley,  Mr.  Thomas  Foley, 
Sir  Duncan  Colcbefter,  Mr.  Levefon  GoWer,  Mr.  P.  Foleys, 
B5r  Henry  Capell,  Sir  Chriftophcr  Mufgrave,  Mr.  Sadicverel, 
M.Cooke,  and  Sir  Thomas  Littleton. 

As  he  was  at  this  time  pofleffed  of  all  that  a  man  could  well 
defire,  the  efteem  of 'his  prince,  the  favour  of  the  people,  and 
the  love  of  the  feamen,  fo  it  is  allowed  that  he  behaved  in  a 
manner  every  way  worthy  of  his  fiation,  living  very  magniHcently 
when  in  town,  and  (hewing  a  great  refpeft  for  his  officers  when 
at  fea,  which  gained  him  a  wonderful  intereft  in  the  fleet ;  to 
this,  though  fome  have  given  a  Cniftcr  turn,  as  if  it  was  the  chief 
caufe  of  his  acquittal  by  the  court-martial  that  tried  him,  yet  im- 
partial judges  will  hardly  believe,  that  he  could  have  gained  fuch 
an  intereft  but  by  an  extraordinary  degree  of  merit,  and  by  a 
readinefs  to  diftinguifh  it  in  other  men,  for  which,  while  it  was 
not  in  fome  degree  criminal  to  affirm  it,  he  was  generally  famous 
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in  the  navy  K  When  he  Went  down  to  t^k^  f he  comitiaiM},  in  thor 
fpring  of  the  year  1690,  of  the  confederate  fleet,  his  charaflei' 
ftood  as  fair  as  any  officer's  conld  do ;  and  even  the  Dutch  in 
their  relations  allow,  that  his  conduct  was  very  great  in  fhiftirtg 
and  avoiding  an  engagement  in  purAiance  of  the  advice  of  a  coun-^ 
cil  of  war^  founded  upon  the  enemy's  great  fupcriority,  till  fucb 
time  as  he  received  pofuive  orders  to  fight;  and  then  he  (hewed 
likewife  greit  judgment  in  the  difpofition  be  made  for  an  engage- 
ment K 

We  have  little  to  add  to  the  account  we  have  already  given  of 

the  aftion  off  Beachy-bead  on  the  30th  of  June,  except  that  in 
the  battle  there  was  not  fo  much  as  one  Englifh  man  of  war  lol!; 
and  but  one  of  the  Dutch ;  that,,  in  the  whole  courfe  of  the  re- 
treat, the  carl  of  Torrington  gave  his  orders  with  great  pru- 
dence, and  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  prevented  the  French  from  ma- 
king any  great  advantage  of  what  they  called  a  viftory,  notwith- 
fianding  the  inequality  of  the  fleets,  and  fome  unlucky  accidents 
that  happened  in  fpite  of  all  the  precautions  that  could  be  taken. 
Neither  was  his  lordflup  at  all  difcompofed,  when^  upon  his 
being  fent  for  up  to  town,  he  found  fo  general  a  clatnoor  raifed 
againft  him,  bat,  on  the  contrary,  gave  a  very  clear  account  of 
matters  before  the  council ;  infixed,  that  he  had  done  all  that 
was  in  his  power  to  do,  which  made  htm  cafy  in  his  mind  as  to 
the  confcqaences,  being  pcrfuadcd,  that,  of  the  two,  it  was 
much  better  for  him  to  ruin  himfelf  than  to  ruin  the  fleet,  as  he 
abfolutely  muft  have  done,  if  he  had  a£ked  otherwife  than  he 

did-. 

All  he  could  fay,  however,  had  little  oSeA  at  that  time ;  fa 
that  he  was  committed  to  the  Towe^,  and  commiflioncrs  were 
fent  down  to  infpe£t  into  the  condition  of  the  fleet,  and  to  make 
the  neceflary  inquiries  for  framing  a  charge  againft  him,  it  being 
held  abfolutely  reqUifite  to  bring  him  to  a  trial,  that  the  juftice 
of  the  nation  might  not  fafler  in  the  opinion  of  her  allies,  the  re- 
fentment  of  the  Dutch  having  rifen  fo  high  as  to  threaten  pulling 

k  Inqatry  into  the  condoA  of  mtritime  tfTairs  fince  the  revolatton,  p.  31. 
1  See  the  letter  of  admiral  Evertfoii  in  the  former  part  of  this  volume, 
m  Rennet*t  hiOory  of  £rt gland,  vol.  iii«  p.  403.     Burcbet*s  oav<»I  hiftor^^ 
^  418,     Life  of  kroe  William,  p^  175. 
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down  ihe  houfe  oF  lord  Dorfkjrj  who  then  reiidcd  at  ikii 
Hague  ^ 

When  the  parliament  met,  O^ober  the  fecond,  1 690,  his  ma* 
jeftj  was  plcafed  to  take  notice  m  his  fpeecb,  in  a  Tcry  partico* 
lar  manner,  of  the  di&fttr  that  had  happened  off  Beach  j-head  i 
and  the  paragraph  being  but  ihort,  we  (hall  inieit  it  "^ :  «*  I  caa-» 
**  not  conclude  without  taking  notice  alio  how  much  the  honour 
**  of  the  nation  has  been  expofed  bjr  the  ill  conduA  of  my  fleet 
<<  in  the  laft  fummer^s  engagement  againft  the  French)  and  I 
«<  think  myielf  fo  nnich  concerned  to  fee  .it  vindicated,  that 
^  I  cannot  reft  fatisfied  till  an  example  has  been  made  of  ftich 
'*  as  ihall  be  found  faulty  upon  their  examination  and  tiiai^ 
«<  which  was  not  pradicable  while  the  whole  fleet  was  ahroacU 
<<  but  is  now  put  into  the  proper  way  of  being  done  as  ibon  as 
<«  nuiybe/'  But,  notwitliftanding  this,  the  proceedings  againft 
the  earl  of  Torriiq;ton  were  not  very  expeditious^  and  therefore 
he  applied  himfelf  by  way  of  petition  to  the  houie  of  .peers,  who 
took  his  cafe  into  confideration ;  but,  after  bavmg  fully  debated 
it,  left  him  to  the  ordinary  courie  of  procecdii^s>  ori  in  otlier 
words,  referred  him  to  a  court-martial* 

Yet,  in  order  to  the  conftituting  of  fuch  a  court,  as  we  have 
elfewhere  obfenred,  there  were  fome  difficulties  to  be  got  over, 
and  thofe  of  fuch  a  nature  as  deooanded  the  attenrion  of  the  le* 
giflature,  in  order  to  effe£t  which,  a  Ull  was  brought  in  for 
vefting  in  the  commiflioners  of  the  admiralty  the  &me  power  in 
regard  to  granting  commiifions,  which  was  already  yefted  by 
law  in  the  lord  high-admiral  of  England  i*. 

It  may  not  be  amifs  to  obierve,  that  on  the  twentieth  of  Ja« 
nuary,  1689,  the  king  had  appointed  a  new  board  of  admirakyi 
in  which  Thomas  earl  of  Pembroke  and  Montgomery,  was  firft 
brd  inftead  of  the  earl  of  Torrington,  and  Sir  Michael  Wharton 
was  left  out.  On  the  fifth  of  June,  1690,  the  bo^  was  again 
changed  and  augmented  from  five  to  (even.  Theie  were  Xho* 
mas  earl  of  Pembroke  and  Montgomery,  John,  earl  of  Car* 
bery,  Sir  Thomas  Lee>  baronet,  Sir  John  Lowthcr,  baronet, 
Edward  Ruflel,  Efq;  Sir  Richard  OnfloWj  baronet,  and  Henry 

>  IfDputial  aoeount  of  fome  remarkable  ptf1a|(es  in  the  life  of  Aithnr,  cart  of 
Tcrrifigtoo,  p.  as*  °  DciMtes  in  tbc  faoufc  of  commont,  Toh  ii.  p.  $^ 

1^  Sec  ihis  a£t  io  the  (lacutM  at  Urge, 

Pricftmaa 
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Frieftmaiii  Efq;  and  to  tliis  board  it  was  that  the  intended  aft 
gave  the  power  of  appointing  court-martials  for  the  trial  of  any 
Mficer  of  what  ranlc  foever;  as  a  lord  high-admirai  niight  do^ 
When  this  bill  canie  to  be  read  i  third  time  in  the  houfe  of  peers^ 
k  occaiioned  very  warm  d^batcs^  many  lords  being  of  opinion, 
ihat  it  would  hare  been  betteri  if»  inftead  of  a  new  boards  his 
majefty  had  ap(>oirited  a  lord  high-admiral,  in  whicli  cafe  there 
woold  hate  been  no  need  whatever  of  a  new  law :  but  at  length, 
however,  it  was  carried  by  a  dfiajoricy  of  two  only;  upon  whtcH 
many  jojf  the  lords  entered  their  protefts  for  the  following  rea- 
fons  *> : 

«  Bccaufe'this  bill  gives  a  power  to  commiflioners  of  the  ad^ 
^  mirality  to  execute  a  jurifdiflion,  which,  by  the  zSt  of  the 
«  thirteenth  of  Charles  IL  intttled,  An  oBfor  eftttblifiin^  arti" 
**  cks  and  orders  for  the  regulating  and  better  government  hf  his 
••  tnajefl-fs  navy^  /hips  of  war,  and  forces  by  fea^  we  conceive 
*•  they  had  not ;  whereby  the  earl  of  Tcrrington  majr  come  to 
**  he  tried  for  his  life^  for  fa£ls  committed  fevenil  montlis  before' 
^  this  power  was  given  or  defired  \  we  think  it  reafonable  that 
«  every  man  ihould  be  tried  by  that  law  that  was  knowii  to  be 
''  in  force  when  the  crime  was  committed. 

«  It  is  by  virtue  of  the  faid  aft  of  the  13th  of  Charles  tL  that 
«  the  earl  of  Torrington  was  judged  hy  this  hotife  not  to  have 
«  f  he  privilege  of  a  peer  of  this  realm  for  any  ofi%nces  commit- 
**  ted  again  ft  the  faid  aft;  and  there  is  no  other  law^  asi  we 
^  conoi^ivey  by  which  the  Taid  earl  could  have,  been  debarred 
i<  from  enjoying  the  privilege  of  a  peer  of  this  realm ;  which  aft, 
<<  making  nd  ilirention  of  commiflioners  of  the  admiralty,  but 
^  of  a  lord  b(gh-admiral  only,  by  whofe  authority  all  the  powers 
<<  given  by  that  aft  are  to  be  exercifed,  and  without  whofc 
^  confent  fingly  kio  fentence  of  death  can  be  executed^  we  think 
^  it  of  dangerous  confequence  to  expound  a  law  of  this  capital 
^  nature  otherwife  than  the  literal  words  do  import ;  and  as  we 
**  conceive  ic  .without  pk*ecedent  to  pafs  eveii  explanatory  laws, 
<«  much  Icfs  Aich  as  have  a  retrofpcft  in  them  in  cafes  of  life  and 
^  death,  id  w&  think  it  not  at  all  necefiary  to  make  fuch  a  pre- 

^  cedent  flt  this  time,  there  being  an  undoubted  legal  way  al- 

» 

Q  The  biftorjr  and  proocedin^f  of  chc  houie  of  lords,  vol.  i.  p.  40$. 
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«  readf  eAablifhcd  to  bring  this  earl  to  a  trial  bjr  a  lord  higb* 
i<  admiral. 

**  Thirdly^  the  judges  hating  unanimoufly  declaredf  that  the 

<<  law-marine  was  no  where  particularifed  in  their  books, 

<<  whercty  the  power  or  jurifdiAioA  of  the  lord  bigh<-^QuraL 

<<  may  be  a£certained,  fo  that  pr^fkice  is  all  that  we  kno^  of  it^ 

<<  we  conceive  it  unprceedented,  and  of  dangerous  conleqiieoce^ 

«  that  the  jiirifdiAbn  ejLercifed  kf  tha  lord  high-admiral  Aiould 

'<  by  a  law  be  declared  to  be  jn  thescommiflioncrs  of  the  adini* 

«  ralty,  whereby,  an  unknowpi  and  therefore  uniioai^  power 

"  may  be  eftabliAed  in  them. 

««  Rivers,  Huntington,  Rochefter,  Weymouth,  Stamford, 

<«  Dartmouth,  Oxford*   M^cdesfic^ld,  Thomas  Roffeo, 

M  Crew,  Bath,  Granville,  Herbert,  C^fen,  J.  Exon, 

«  Rohon,  J.  Bridgewater,'' 

As  foon  as  the  bill  ba^  p^iied  both  hoi^fes,  and  had  received 
the  royal  aflent,  the  earl  of  Torrington  was  removed  put  of  che 
Tower  into  the  cuftody  of  the  marO^al  of  the  admiraltyt  where 
he  bad  not  been  long  before  he  brought  his  cafe  into  the  houfe 
of  commons.  This  was  doiie  by  a  member's  acquainting  the 
houfe,  that  this  aoble  peer  was  defirous  of  being  heard  at  thdr 
bar  in  TcfpcCt  to  the  oratter  for  which  he  was  in  cuftody.  Upon 
this  an  order  was  made  for  his  lordihip's  being  brought  thither 
the  iiext  day,  the  ferjeant  at  arms  was  dire£led  to  ferve  the  mar- 
ihal  of  the  admiralty  with  a  copy  of  it,  which  he  did  aeoordiog- 
ly ;  and,  November  the  twelfth,  the  houie  being  informed,  that 
his  Iord(hip  was  in  the  lobby,  dire^led  him  to  be  broi^ht  in  by 
the  ferjeant,  with  the  mace,  to  a  chair  fet  for  hiiti  wttbin  the 
baron  the  left-h^nd  of  the  b^fe  as  he' came  in;  and  leaving  fat 
down  thereon  for  fome  time  covered,  and  the  mace  being  laid 
upon  the  table,  his  lordihip  rofc,  and  flood  at  the  back  of  the 
chair  uncovered,  and  was  heard  before  the  houfe;  after  which 
his  lordlbip  withdrew,  the  mace  attending  him^ 

This  is  all  we  meet  with  in  the  journal ;  but  a  writer  of  thofe 
times  aflures  us,  that  his  l<)rdfhip  found  himlelflb  mtich  embar- 
rafled  in  the  prefence  of  that  aflicmbly,  as  no(  to  be  able  to  ex- 

r  Journal-book  of  the  hcMfc  of  ccinmoof»  Sc  MarHs,  Nwv,  ir.  wd  £t  Mn^ 
irvr*  Nov.  ix,  itfpo. 
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prds  hinifelf  as  he  fntended  i  iorpon  which  he  acquainted  the  com- 
mcfn^,  that|  being  accaftomed  rather  to  n£t  than  to  fpeak,  he 
foaiid  himfelf  at  a  lofs  for  word?,  and  therefore  defired  to  make 
'  uie  of  his  papers,  which  was  allowed  him<  He  then  took  notice 
fcow  early  he  had  entered  into  his  country's  fefvice  ;  how  manjr 
years  he  had  fpent  therein,  and  of  his  having  fpiited  much  blood, 
as  well  as  been  deprived  of  his  eye,  in  their  quarrel.  He  pro- 
tended next  to  the  lofs  he  had  fuftained  for  fupporting  the  Pro- 
teftant  religion,  and  the  laws  and  liberties  of  England  under  king 
James  11.  Laft  of  aR,  he  fpoke  of  the  engagement  with  th^ 
French  fleet  off  Beachy-head,  in  re(pe£t  to  which  he  excufed  his 
not  fighting,  from  the  want  of  intelligence,  want  of  ammunition^ 
ihortnefsof  wind,  inequality  of  numbers,  and,  in  fupport  of  what 
he  faid,  produced  fome  letters ;  but  all  this  was  of  Tittle  or  no 
isle  to  his  lordfhip.  The  houfe  remitted  him  to  that  trial  for 
which  the  late  z&  had  made  way,  and  of  which  th6  higheft  ex* 
peAations  were  raifed  at  home  and  abroad,  the  king  being  re* 
folved  not  to  imbark  for  Holland  till  it  was  all  over*. 

Accordingly,  Saturday  the  fixth  of  December,  1 690,  his  lord? 
{hip  went  down  to  Sheernefs  in  his  yacht,  the  court-martial  fit- 
ting there  on  board  the  Kent:  on  Monday,  December  8,  Sir 
Ralph  Delaval,  being  in  the  chair  as  prelident,  the  commiffion 
was  opened  and  read,  and  other  preliminaries  adjufted ;  after 
which  the  court  adjourned  to  Wednefday  the  tenth,  when  the 
witnefies  were  heard  on  the  part  of  the  crown,  as  well  Dutch 
as  Englifh  * :  but,  notwithftanding  the  loudnefs  of  the  common 
reports,  there  was  very  little  appeared  in  proof,  notwithftand- 
ing the  court  took  all  the  pains  they  could  to  fift  things  tq 
the  bottom  y  his  lordQiip  then  made  his  defence  iq  the  mannf  r 
that  has  been  before-mentioned,  infilled  largely  on  the  fuperio- 
rity  of  the  French  fleet,  on  the  fhifcing  of  the  wind,  which  put 
it  out  of  his  power  to  fuccour  the  Dutch,  on  the  care  taken  on 
fecuring  a  retreat,  and  the  fmall  advantage  that  the  enemy  reaped 
from  their  fo  much  boafted  fuccefs  in  this  a^^ion,  which  had 
drawn  upon  their  admiral,  count  Tourville,  as  many  cenfures  a^ 

*  laipartiaFtccoant  of  ibme  remarktble  |Mi&gCf  in  the  lift  of  Arthnr,  earl  nf 
7orringtoB,    Mereure  hiAoriqne  et  politi^ir,  tome  iz.  p.  tf57t  65^*  \  Mb 

iiBfea  of  the  eonrt-oiinUil  00  board  his  m«je<ly*»  flsip  the  Kent,  Sir  Ralph  Vclir 
f«l,  prcfideat,  December  8,  1090. 
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upon  bixnfelf,  and  with  pretty  much  the  fame  rea&n*  A&c^ 
mature  confideration,  both  of  the  chargCi  of  his  defeoce,  an^ 
of  the  evidence  offeredt  the  court|  nomine  cofOradicenUp  acguit* 
ted  him  wholly  of  any  imputation  whatcvcrs  from  his  condu^  ^ 
on  that  occafion.  To  which|  when  recjuired  to  fign  it,  thef 
moft  {beadily  adhered.  It  is  £ud,  that  a  certain  Dutch  rear- 
admtra^,  who  was  prefenti  exprefled  his  reientment  very  warm- 
ly, and  it  is  certain,  the  proceedings  were  quickly  alter  fH-inted 
in  Dutch,  with  fome  animadverfions  "• 

On  Tburfday,  December  the  eleventh,  the  earl  of  ^on-ing- 
ton  returned  to  town  in  his  barge,  with  the  union  flag  flying. 
as  bearing  ftill  the  king's  commiQion  of  admiral  and  commander 
in  chief.  -  He  returned  to  his  own  houfe,  where  he  received  thi^ 
compliments  of  his  friends,  and  the  news,  which  could  not  fur^ 
prize  him  much,  that  his  comminion  was  fuperfededL  He  was 
almoft  the  only  vi£lim  in  that  reign,  for  be  never  received  anjr 
mark  of  favour,  much  lefs  enjoyed' any  command  afterwards*. 
He  ciame,  however,  in  a  few  days  to  the  houfe  of  peers,  wherQ 
he  conftantly  attended  for  above  twenty  years  after,  without  al- 
tering his  cohduA  in  the  Icafl:,  which  is  a  manifcft  proof  thaf 
be  was  hot  governed  by  caprice,  but  by  principle.  "'  He  was  al- 
ways on  the  fide  of  the  crown,  and  yerj  rarely  in  an  bppofition 

to  its  miniflers';  Ibnrietimes,  however,  be  was«  and  then  he 

"...  »     •     •  .    ,         »  / 

commonly  protcftcd,  that  the  reafons  of  his  oppofition  might 
appear,  and  that  the  world  might  not  afcribe  his  diiagreement 
with  men  in  power  to  prejudice  or  ipleen.  In  matters  that  re- 
lated to  the  niivy,  he  was  generally  moft  forward,  aind  in  re- 
ipefX  to  them,  the  houfe  heard  him  with  much  refpedi  and  at- 
tention, and  upon  fuch  occaGons  he  fhewed  hlmfelf  commonly 
a  friend  to  ftridl  difcipline,  and  a  frugal  management  in  the 
navy*. 

•  He  raifed,  while  in  employment^  a  confiderable  fortune,  upon 
which  he  lived  in  a  manner  becoming  his  rank,  during  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  His  lordfhip  was  twice  married,  but  never 
had  any  children  ' ;  and  at  length,  after  having  fpent  the  latter 
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u  rnpiitial  accovoc  of  fome  remirkable  paflliges,  &c.  ^  Kcdmt^ 

Burchet,  Barrict;  lift  of  king  Wiilum,  OWLhusdo,  V^.  &  ^&&tf  M, 

proeecdingt  of  the  boufis  of  lordii,  vol.  f.  p.  434,  444«  vol-  H*  p.  5«  a»>  xp,  41^ 
7»«  I4f  430.  7  Peerage  0/  Sngl«iid«  prkced  for  Abd  Roper, /Loii^ 

^<Tn,  1 709,  970.  p.  178. 
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npt  of  his  life  in  as  raoch  privacj  and  quiet*  as  he  had  done  thf 
former  fccnes  of  it  in  9iBdon,  he  breathed  his  lall,. April  th^ 
|birteenth^  17169  in  a  good  old  age^  leaving  the  bulk  of  h'ls 
efiate  to  the  right  honourable  Hennr.  earl  of  Lincoln,  merolf 
put  of  Tcfpe^  to  that  noble  peffon's  fleady  adherence  to  the 
fame  ^aufe,  wl^ch  the  earl  of  Toirington  foppqrt^d  durii^ 
jiis  whole  life'«  Thefe  particulars^  wbifh  bad  hitherto  lain 
fcattered  in  a  variety  of  authors^  we  hayCi  with  th^  utmpft  dili« 
gencci  gathered  and  digefted  according  to  the  natural  order  of 
time,  that  the  memory  of  fo  brave  a  man  might  not  be  altoge- 
ther buried  in  oblivion,  or  that  clamonr,  which  the  befl:  of 
judges  thought  without  foundation^  be  as  fatal  to  his  fame  after 
death,  as  while  living  it  was  to  his  power. 

Thefe,  howeyer  fc)mty,  are  all  tb^  m^moi^als  fbat  we  have 
been  able  fo  difcoy^  from  books  or  information,  as  eo  the  emi- 
nent feainen  who  floAriflied  in  this  rdgn,  except  it  be  a  very 
JFcw  dates  in  refpe£(  to  the  following  illuftrious  perfops.     ^ 

Jolin  lord  Berkley  of  Stratton  was  the  fon  of  Sir  John  Berk* 
ley,  thq  feithful  ferfant  of  king  Charley  I.  and  king' Charles  II. 
by  whom,  during  his  exile,  he  was  created  baron  of  Stratton, 
in  the  county  of  Somerfet,  and  younger  brother  to  Charles  lord 
Berkley  of  Stratton,  who  died  ^t  fea  in  1682.  This  noble  lord 
was  rear-admiral  at  the  time  of  the  revolution,  groom  of  the 
ftole,  and  fyb:  gentleman  of  t£e  bed-chamber  to  prince  George 
of  Denmark ;  and,  a^  we  have  fcen,  often  admiral  of  the  fleet 
in  the  reign  of  king  William,  and  colonel  of  the  fecond  regi* 
ment  of  marines ;  of  all  which  employments  he  was  poflefled 
when  he  died,  February  27,  1696-7,  leaving  behind  him  no 
iflue  male,  fo  that  the  title  devolved  on  his  younger  brother 
VTilliam,  father  to  the  prefent  worthy  nobleman  John  lord  Berk- 
ley of  Stratton  •.  ' 

The  honourable  Edward  Neville,  E^y  was  the  fecond  fon  of 
Qeorge  lord  Abergavenny,  and  notwithftanding  his  high  birth, 
arrived  at  his  flation  in  the  navy  by  pure  dint  of  merit*  He 
<iied  on  board  the  Lincoln  thQ  twelfth  of  September,  1701,  in 
the  thirty-feventh  y^ar  of  his  age,  as  his  fquadron  made  the  land 
of  Virginia,  and  left  behind  him  a  fon,  the  late  lord  Aberga- 


s  Hiftoricil  regiAer  for  the  ycu  1710,  p.  »xp* 
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««niiy,  who  deceafed  at  tlie  Batb,  the  twenty-firft  of  Septem^ 
ber,  1744)  and  a:  daughter  *>» 

»  Wc  cannot  fhat  np  our  accoont  of  this  reign  better  than  hf 
art  abftraft  of  the  rojai  mvf^  as  it  ftood  sfc  the  4eceafe  of  king 
^l?i]Itain,  that  the  reader,  t^  cooiparing  it  with  the  abftra£l  at 
Ae  end  of  Chapter  XTII«  may  ftcrtti  thence  difcem  how  far, 
sotwithftandiilg  fe  long  a  war,  and  {o  ttanj  other  interruptions 
|uid  mitfeitunes,  our  naral  force  inoreaied  in  the  f|>ace  of  thir- 
teen years* 

Abstract  of  the  Royal  Navt,  as  it  ftood  December 

^5,  170K 
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63       f  ' 
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36 

29     J 
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Yachts 

1  ^^ 

10 
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1,276 

8.S24 

3*199 

18,561 

3.*S3 

»5.3a9 

1,094 

4,680 

• 

542 

i,aij 

10,07?      53,921 

Tonnage 
In  Dec.  1688       101,032 
bi  Dec.  1701       158,992 

Inoeafe  57,960 


b  CoUint*!  peerafe  of  EngUod,  vol.  hr.  p.  i^.    f applemeat  to  Uie  pccraft; 
tj  Cbc  Cunt  author,  vol.  vi.  p.  40a.       * 
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